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Researching a Global Problem in a Local Place

I have lived in Lyon County my entire life, so when deciding on my research topic, I applied what
I had learned in my Natural Resource class to what I had observed throughout the years. Most places in
Kansas get their drinking water from local streams and rivers, and it is a big issue if pesticides are flowing
into the streams and rivers from crop runoff. In recent years, Lyon County has had increased rainfall and
there has been more runoff from the fields. Most fields in Lyon County are located in flood plains or near
creeks and rivers. I thought it would be interesting to see how pesticides from crop runoff affect the local
rivers and streams. This is an important topic that does not get discussed very often. I did some
background reading to make sure this was the topic that I wanted to focus on, but it was my own family
experience that refined my topic. My parents have lived in Lyon County their entire lives as well, so I
asked them what they thought about the topic to get more firsthand input. My dad told me that, as he was
growing up, there were never any problems with field runoff going into streams and rivers. He told me
that as he got older he had noticed that this started to become a problem and he believed this was a
problem because farmers had changed the way they had plowed their fields throughout many years. This
information that my dad provided gave me a broader perspective on how big this problem was and it
helped me in terms of what specifically I needed to research.

Lyon County is a small place. Even in Kansas, Lyon County does not get talked about very often,
which made it more difficult to find research articles and scientific studies for my project, especially
studies that were done locally or pertained specifically to Lyon County. Library resources, such as
ProQuest proved extremely valuable in my search. I also decided to expand my region slightly and

include articles that were written about counties close to Lyon in order to get as much accurate and useful



information as possible. I created a recent time frame to find articles that were closely related to my topic
and reflected current scientific data. I used keywords to find studies that were conducted as close to Lyon
County as possible. Finding articles that pertained to Kansas or the United States in general was less
challenging.

To find information, I searched through library databases and other related resources. I looked for
sources that were mainly focused on studies done in Kansas, but I also found materials published by the
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) that discussed related problems around the United
States. [ focused on government sources, scientific journals, and research articles written by Kansas State
professors, especially from the College of Agriculture, to find information that included data, methods,
statistics, and other scientific information that I thought would work best for my research.

To stay organized, I made a list of the resources I planned to use in my paper and then I put them
into three different categories. The first category consisted of studies that had been conducted locally in,
or near Lyon County. The second category consisted of research conducted through the USDA and data
collected throughout the United States. The third category consisted of articles written by K-State
professors about research conducted throughout Kansas. In the early stages of my research, I initially
focused on the articles that were conducted locally in Lyon County. As I continued through the project, I
progressed to the articles that focused more on the national level. If I had to stop and take a break from
my project [ would highlight the source I was using at the time so that I would not lose my place, and so
that I would remember which source I was using last. I followed my organization method consistently to
ensure I kept on track throughout my research.

I mainly used online library databases available through Kansas State to conduct my research.
When using these library databases, I could search a wide variety of different disciplines. Since my topic
involved Agriculture, I utilized Agricultural Lit and searched for articles and books that pertained to my

topic and were closely related to the questions I was researching. Using the database online was helpful



and convenient when I did not have the time to go to the library and find materials, and the database often
allowed me to download an entire article or book without having to pay a fee.

Before making a final decision on which sources to use for my research, I read each article
carefully and looked for detailed information that included graphs, statistics, methods, and useful data.
Within the article, I checked to see when the study was conducted, where it was conducted, whether the
article had a credible author, and whether there was enough data and statistics that contributed to my
topic. To ensure that my research was thorough, I also looked for articles that had descriptive information
that answered the research questions I had about my topic. Throughout my research process, I did not
have to change my method for evaluating my sources. I focused in particular on data from scientific or
government resources, which seemed to have more reliable information than articles from unknown
sources.

These methods helped me find good resources that I used for my project, despite the challenges of
a small rural study area. Doing this research helped me realize how much larger this problem is for rural
areas. Being able to research this type of topic helped me realize how useful library sources really are.
Library resources helped me to find sources that were trustworthy and reliable sources. I was able to find

more information through library resources than any other type of search engine and I am grateful for it.



