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INTRODUCTION

Recreation 18 no longer the lone concept about "ref-
reshment after toil.® Instead, 1t is now part of the American
life. BRecreation is an integral part of the quallity of 1life
one generation hopes to achieve and pass on to the next. A
community can grow from an area with selected recreatlion activ-
itles for teenagers - to a community with a cultural envir-
onment responsive to the interests of all ages and groups of
people. Or, recreatlion mayrbloom from a community that first
offers a summer recreation program to a communlty employing
qualified, full-time staff operating year-around programs and
facilities,

It was necessary for past generations to improve eco-
nomic levels so that the new concept of é quality environment
could evelve. Now, it is necessary for present generations to
plan properly 1f these levels of environmental quality are to
be maintained and preserved for present and future generatlons.

Many comrunities supply examples of ineffectlive attempts
to provlide community recreation opportunities where areas, fac-
1lities, and programs were developed without regard to the needs
of the people. They are misplaced, improperly designed, and,
due to lack of conpetent management, often unavallable,

] As urban pressures grow, the task of improving quality
open space and recreation service will become even more diffi-

cult, If recreation and other public offlclilals are to be



responsive to the present and future needs of their communitles,
they must be gulded by standsrds that recognlze cultural, geo-

graphic and economic realities.l

Purpose

The purpose of thils report was to evaluate and list
the types of indoor and outdoor recreational facllities in
selected Kansas communities and from this to determine what
additional facllities were needed in each of these clties in
order to meet Natlonal Standards for facllitles according to
their populations. Also it was a purpose of this report to
point out to the Superintendents of Recreatlon in each of these
cities what facilities were lacking.

It must be mentlioned at this time that each area will
have a different standard. No two communities are exactly
alike. There is little similarity between the recreational
needs in our affluent suburbs, rural America, or the teemlng
poverty areas of the inner city. Factors such as climate, pop=-
ulation characteristics, soclo-economies, and local traditions
must be analyzed. To be effective in any given situation, stan-

dards should satlisfy certain criteria, such as: needs of the

l. Murry, Roger D. end Twardzik, Louis F., "Planning
Community-Wide Recreation", Extension Bulletin e-684, Coopera-
tive Extension Service, Michligan State University, East Lansing,

Michigan, May 1970, page 3.




people in the specific area being served; substantially attain-
able; acceptable and usable to the practitioner and policy maker;
based on sound principles, and the best avallable information;
and they must stand the test of time.2
There is a need for Recreation Facllity Standards

because communities need guldelines to follow in planning for
public recreation., Since the selected Kansas communities were
go similar in their recreational needs, thls report was based
upon standards according to their populations, as this 1is the

approach most studies follow in setting recreational standards

for a city.

Method of Study

A questionnalire was prepared in order to secure informat-
ion for this study with the help of Mr. Ray Wauthier, Assoclate
Professor of Physical Education at Kansas State University and
Mr. Frank Anneberg, Superintendent of Recreation for the city
of Manhattan, Kansas.

Upon approval of the questlonnaire by Mr. Ray Wauthiler
a pilot questionnaire was glven to Mr. Frank Anneberg. The
reason for the pilot questionnaire was to determine whether

Superintendents of Recreation could understand and complete it

2. Buechner, Robert D., National Park Recreation and
Open Space Standards, a publication of the National | Recreation
and Park Assocliation.




without too much difficulty. Three questionnalires were then
mailed to the Superintendents in Hutchinson, Pittsburg, and
Lawrence to determine 1f the length of the questionnalre was
too extensive and whether it would take too much time and tro-
uble for them to be completed. After receiving the three
completed gquestionnaires, the other citles included in the sur-
vey were malled questionnaires.

Twenty-three guestionnaires were mailed to cltles
with populations between ten and fifty thousand. Sixty-five
per cent of the questionnaires mailed out were returned.
questionnalres were feturned from Arkansas City, Chanute, Hays,
Hutchinson, Independence, Lawrence, Leavenworth, Manhattan,
McPherson, Parsons, Pittsburg, Olathe, Ottawa, Salina, and
Winfleld.,

For the convenlence of each Superintendent, a return,
self-addressed, and stamped envelope was included with each
questionnaire. A copy of the questionnaire and the letter sent
to the Superintendents of Recreation is included in the Appendix

of this report.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Table Ia lists outdoor facilities that exist in Arkansas

City. The results were taken from part two of the questionnailre,



TABLE Ia
ARKANSAS CITY

Population 16,000
Existing Outdoor Facllities Number

Athletic fields (lighted)
Athletic fields (unlighted)
Badnminton court (unlighted)
Baseball diamonds (lighted)
Baseball diamonds {(unlighted)
Bandshell

Basketball courts (lighted)
Basketball courts (unlighted)
Boating area

Campslte area

Day carps

Drag strip

Driving range (lighted)
Driving range (unlighted)
Fishing areas

Golf courses (miniature)

Golf courses (municipal)

H N P W R NN O O 0 OON M OH WO N W

Gun range (unlighted)
Hlking areas many

Borseback riding areas 1



TABLE Ia (Continued)

Existing Outdoor Facllities Number

Hunting areas

Jogging areas

Lakes

Model alrplane flelds
Nature walks

Parks (neighborhood)

Parks (vest-pocket)

NDNEFENNM NN N

Paved multiple-use areas

[
[

Picnlc areas

w

Play apparatus areas

(o)
W)

Play fields (park)

[
N

Play fields (school)

Pool (country club)

Pool (municipal)

Practice diamonds

Roller skating rink

Softball diamond-men's (lighted)
Softball diamond-men's (unlighted)
Softball diamond-women's (lighted)
Softball diamond-women's (unlighted)

Stadlums

I R I = ™ S S Y R T R '

Teninis courts (lighted)



TABLE Ia (Continued)

Existing Outdoor Facllitles Number
Tot=-1lot : §
Volleyball court (lighted) 1

Arkansas City had a total of thirty-seven different
outdoor faclilities and a total of one hundred thirty-one facili-
tles. They had more playfields, twenty-five, than any other fac-
111ty. ‘

Table Ib lists the outdoor facilities that Arkansas City

needs in order to meet national standards for its population.

TABLE Ib

Needed Qutdoor Facllities Natlonal Standard Number Needed

Arboretum 1 per community

Badminton court (lighted) per 5,000 people

Badminton court (unlighted) per 5,000 people
Botanical garden per community
Boccie court per 10,000 people
Croquet court per 10,000 people

Handball court per 10,000 people

e i = = I =
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Horseshoe court per 10,000 people



TABLE Ib (Continued)

Needed QOutdoor Facllitles National Standard Number Needed

Nature walks 1l per 1,000 people : 12
Park (neighborhood) 1 per 3,000 people 1
Paved multiple-use areas 1 per 1,000 people 14
Play apparatus areas 1 per 500 people 8
Shuffleboard court 1l per 10,000 people 1
Softball diamond 1l per 3,000 people 1
Tennis courts (lighted) 1 per 2,000 people 2
Ternis courts (unlighted) 1 per 2,000 people 4
Tot-lots 1 per 1,000 people 2

Arkansas Clty needed sixteen different outdoor facilltles
and a total of fifty facilities. In comparing its existing out-
door facilities, listed in Table Ia, with the natlonal standard
scale, listed in Table Ib, 1t was found that Arkansas City need-
ed the following outdoor facllities to meet national standards
for its population: 14 paved multiple-use areas, 12 nature walks,
8 play apraratus areas, 4 unlighted tennis courts, 2 lighted ten-
nis courts, 2 tot-lots, 1 arboretum, 1 lighted badminton court,

1 unlighted badminton court, 1 botanical garden, 1 bocclie court,
1 croguet court, 1l handball court, 1 horseshoe court, 1 neighb-

orhood park, 1 shuffleboard court, and 1 softball diamond.



Table Ic¢ lists indoor facllities that exist in Arkansas

City. The results were taken from part four of the questionnaire,

TABLE Ic

Existing Indoor Facllities Number

Archery range
Armory

Arts and crafts center
Bowling alley
Community buildings
Gun range
Gymnasiums (school)
Library

Memorial hall
Theaters

Museums

Park bulldings

Pool rooms
Recreation center
Roller skating rink
School buildings
Tennls courts

Volleyball courts

HOH N W O W R W N RO NN R e

Youth center
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Arkansas Clty had nineteen different indoor facllitles
and a total of twenty-nine facilities. Arkansas City had more
museums, pool rooms, and school bulldings, three, than any other
facility.

Table Id lists the indoor faclilities that Arkansas Clty

needs in order to meet national standards for its population.

TABLE Id
Needed Indoor Facilitles National Standard Number Needed
Swimming pool 1 per 10,000 people 1

Arkansas Clty needed one indoor facility. In compaliring
1ts existing indoor facilities, listed in Table Ic, with the
national standard scale, listed in Table Id, it was found that
Arkansas City needed the following indoor facilities to meet
national standards for its population: 1 swimming pool.,

The Arkansas Clty Superintendent stated that there was
a tremendous need for indoor basketball courts because the jun=-
ior college, high school, junior high, grade school, and the
recreation commission were all trylng to operate on two regul-
ation slize basketball courts.

Table 1Ia lists outdoor facilitles that exist in Cha-

nute. The results were taken from part two of the cuestlonnalre.
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TABLE Ila

CHANUTE
Population 12,500
Existing Outdoor Facllitles Number

Archery range

Arboretums

Athletic fields (lighted)
Athletic fields (unlighted)
Badminton courts (unlighted)
Baseball diamonds (lighted)
Baseball diamonds (unlighted)
Band shell

Basketball courts (lighted)
Basketball courts (unlighted)
Boatlng area

Campsite area

Croguet courts (unlighted)
Dance pavilion

Driving range (unlighted)
Fishing areas

Golf course (municipal)
Hiking area

Horseback riding area

£ F OH OHF N P NN D NN W NN N

Horseshoe courts (unlighted)
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TABLE IIa (Continued)

Existing Outdoor Facllitiles Number

Jogging area

Lakes

Marina

Nature walk

Parks (neighborhood)
Parks (vest pocket)

Parkways and scenle corridor

A R T VR PR R U

Paved multiple-use area

I
=

Picnlic areas

Play apparatus areas

Play fields (park)

Play fields (school)

Pool (country club)

Pool (municipal)

Pool (wading)

Practice diamonds

Running track

Shuffleboard courts (lighted)
Shuffleboard courts (unlighted)
Softball diamond-men's (lighted)
Softball diamond-women's (unlighted)

I R ST - T - S R SR« . B B —

Stadlum
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TABLE IIa (Continued)

Existing Outdoor Facllitles Number
Swimming beach 1l
Tennls courts (lighted) 2
Tennis courts (unlighted} 2
Tot-lot i
Volleyball courts (unlighted) L
Zoo X

Chanute had a total of forty-two different outdoor fac-
ilities and a total of one hundred thirty-six facilities., There
were more picnic areas, twenty-four, than any other facllity.

Table IIb lists the outdoor facilities that Chanute needs

in order to meet national standards for its population.

TABLE IIb

Needed Outdoor Facllities National Standard Number Needed

Badminton court (lighted) 1 per 5,000 people i
Botanical garden 1l per community 1l
Bocclie court 1 per 10,000 people 1
Handball court 1 per 10,000 people i

1

Horseshoe court (lighted) 1l per 10,000 people
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TABLE IIb (Continued)

Needed Outdoor Facilities National Standard Number Needed

Park (neighborhood) 1 per 3,000 people 1
Paved multiple-use aresas )l per 1,000 people 11
Play apparatus area 1 per 500 people 20
Softball diamond-men's 1 per 3,000 people 1
Softball diamond-women's 1 per 3,000 people 1l
Tennlis court (lighted) 1 per 2,000 people 1
Tennis court (unlighted) 1 per 2,000 people h |
Tot-=lots 1l per 1,000 people 11
Volleyball court (lighted) 1 per 10,000 people 1

Chanute recorded fourteen different outdoor facllitles
and a total of twenty-four facilitlies that they needed. 1In
Comparing its existing outdoor facilities, listed in Table IIa,
with the national standard scale, listed in Table IIb, 1t was
found that Chanute needed the following outdoor facillitles to
meet national standards for its population: 20 play apparatus
areas, 11 paved multiple-use areas, 1l tot-lots, 1 lighted bad-
minton court, 1 botanical garden, 1 boccle court, 1 handball
court, 1 lighted horseshoe court, 1 neighborhood park, 1 men's
softball dlamond, 1 women's softball diamond, 1 lighted tennis

court, 1 unlighted tennis court, and 1 lighted volleyball court.
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Table IIc lists indoor facllities that exist in Chanute.

The results were taken from part four of the questionnaire,

TABLE 1lec

Existing Indoor Facilitles

Number

Archery range

Armory

Arts and crafts center
Bowling alleys
Community buildings
Golf range

Gymnasium (municipal)
Gymnasiums (school)
Libraries

Memorial hall

Movie theater

Museunm

Park buildings

Pool room

Privately owned building
Recreatlion centers
School bulldings
Senlor citizen center

Shuffleboard court

H o oH O N PN NN RN R
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TABLE IIc (Continued)

Existing Indoor Facilities Number
Volleyball courts 2
Youth centers 2

Chanute had twenty-one different indoor facilitles and a
total of forty-four facilitles. Chanute had more school bulld-
ings, nine, than any other facllity.

Table IId lists the indoor facilities that Chanute neéds

in order to meet national standards for 1lts population.

TABLE IId
Needed Indoor Facilities ‘National Standard Number Needed
Handball court 1 per 10,00C people |
Swimming pool 1l per 10,000 people 1

Chanute needs two 1ndoor facllitles. In comparing its
exlsting indoor facilities, listed in Table IIc, with the nétio-
nal standard scale, listed in Table IId, it was found that Cha-
nute needed the following indoor facilitles to meet national

standards for 1ts population: 1 handball court, and 1 swimming

pool.,
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In the process of belng bullt, Chanute has a ski hill and
slope, a new bath house at the beach, a new roadside park and
campsite, and a youth center.

In the planning stage they have handball courts, shelter
houses, beach area bathhouse, and a new pro shop golf course,

Things needed but not in the planning are a drag strip,
cycle track, ice skating rink, indoor pool and a comblnation
recreation, community and convention building.

Other facilities that they would like to have are boccle
courts, bowling greens, day camps, and a trap shootling range.

Table IIIa lists outdoor facilities that exlist in Hays.

The results were taken from part two of the questionnaire,

TABLE IIla
HAYS

Population 14,000
Existing Outdoor Facllitles Number

Athletic fileld (lighted)
Athletic fields (unlighted)
Baseball diamonds (lighted)

Baseball diamonds (unlighted)

H 2w n v ¥

Band shell
Basketball courts (lighted) 10
Basketball courts (unlighted) 3
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TABLE IIIa (Continued)

Existing Outdoor Facilitles Number

Campsite areas

Day camp

Driving range (lighted)
Failrground

Golf courses (miniature)
Golf courses (municipal)
Gun ranges (lighted)
Handball court (lighted)
Handball court (unlighted)
Horseshoe courts (unlighted)
Jogging course

Parks (neighborhood)

Parks (vest-pocket)

Park (state)

Paved multiple-use area
Picnic areas

Play apparatus areas

Play fields (park)

Play flelds (school)

Pool (country club)

Pool (municipal)

WoH H ®0 W E oW W E N OH NN R M e

Pools (wading)
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TABLE IIla (Continued)

Existing Outdoor Facllitles Number

g
o

Practice dlamonds

Buhning tracks

Shuffleboard courts (unlighted)
Softball diamond-men's (lighted)
Softball dlamonds-men's (unlighted)
Stadium

Tennis courts (lighted)

Tennis courts (unlighted)

Tot-lots

F & OO0 O MO = N

Volleyball courts (lighted)

Hays had a total of thirty-two different outdoor facilit-
ies and a total of one hundred thirty-six faclilities. Hays had
more lighted basketball courts and practice dlamonds, ten, than
any other facility.

Table IIIb lists the outdoor facllities that Hays needs

in order to meet national standards for its populatlon.
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TABLE IIlb

Needed Qutdoor Facilities National Standard Number Needed

Arboretum 1l per community 1
Athletic field (lighted) 1l per 10,000 people 1l
Badminton court (lighted) 1 per 5,000 people 2
Badminton courts (unlighted) 1 per 5,000 people 2
Botanical garden 1 per community 1
Boccie court 1 per 10,000 people 1
Croquet court 1 per 10,000 people 1
Nature walks 1 per 1,000 people 14
Park (neighborhood) 1 per 3,000 people 1
Paved multliple-use areas 1l per 1,000 people 11
Play apparatus areas 1 per 500 people 24
Play fields 1 per 1,000 people 3
Softball diamonds (lighted)} 1 per 3,000 people

Tot-lots 1l per 1,000 people 10

Hays needs thirteen different outdoor faclilitles and a
total of sixty-eight facilities. In comparing its existing out-
door facilities, listed in Table IIIa, with the national standard
scale, listed in Table IIIb, it was found that Hays needed the
following outdoor facllitles to meet national standards for 1its
population: 24 play apparatus areas, 14 nature walks, 1l paved
multiple-use areas, 10 tot-lots, 3 play flelds, 2 lighted soft=-
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ball diamonds, 2 unlighted badminton courts, 1 arboretum, 1
lighted athletic field, 1 lighted badminton court, 1 botanical
garden, 1 bocclie court, 1 crogquet court, and 1 neighborhood
park.

Table IIIc lists indoor facilities that exist in Hays.

The results were taken from part four of the questionnaire.

TABLE IIIc
Exlsting Indoor Facilities Number
Bowling alleys 2
Golf ranges 2
Gymnasiums (school) 8
Libraries 2
Movie theater 3
Museum 1
Pool rooms 11
School buildings ' 16

Hays had elght different indoor facilities and a total of
forty-five faclllties. Hays had more school buildings, sixteen,
than any other facllity,

Table IIId 1lists the indoor facilities that Hays needs

in order to meet natlional standards for its population.



