
BLACK AWARENESS WEEK: 
Feb. 4-10. 

"We've got work to do" is the 
theme of this year ' s Black 
Awareness Week. BAW is an 
annual affair of black cultural 
activities for educational ex-
posure to the entire university. 

"We're trying to spread the 
events throughout the yea r , " 
explained Becky Chinn, BAW 
chairwoman. "This way students 
will have more of a variety and 
selection of activities to attend. 

"However, we still need the 
support of students, black and 
white, for the affair to be suc-
cessful." 

ALSO THIS YEAR there will be 
no top black entertainment group 
since the Student Senate felt there 
were bet ter means to bring 
cultural enlightenment to the 
campus, said Bernard Franklin, 
Black Student Union trustee. 

Honoring Ethel Waters, famous 
actress and radio artist in the 
1940s, BAW got underway at 3 
p.m. Sunday at All Faiths Chapel 
with singing by the United Black 
Voices and the Mt. Olive Young 
Adult Choir, Chicago, Ill. 

Guest speaker for the gospel 
program was Dr. James Boyer, 
associate professor of curriculum 
and instruction. 

A pot luck dinner was also held 
a t the Douglass Community 
Center at 6 p.m. Sunday. 

Two black movies will be shown 
by the Union film committees in 
cooperation with BAW. "Sweet 
Sweetback's Badasss Song," will 
be shown Monday at 3:30 and 7 
p.m. for 75 cents and "Shaft" will 
be Feb. 9 at 7 and 9:30 p.m. in 
Union Forum Hall. 

DISCUSSING the problems and 
channels of s tar t ing black 
businesses will highlight the 
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agenda of the Black Business 
Exposition, Tuesday, sponsored 
by the Business department. 

James Woodson, attorney and 
president of Corrugated Box 
Corporation in Topeka, will speak 
on "Opportunities Available to 
Blacks in the Business World" at 
11 a.m. in Union Big Eight Room. 

About 20 black businessmen 
f rom Northeast Business 
Minorities Association and 
Kansas Office for Minority En-
terprise will participate in panel 
and group discussions in the Union 
Big Eight Room from 2 to 3 p.m. 

Following the panel will be a 
business workshop for interested 
students from 3 to 4:30 p.m. in 
Union rooms 203-5. 

"WE ENCOURAGE students 
and faculty to stop at the display 
exhibits on the Union main floor 
from 9:30 until 11 a.m.," Yvetta 
Norton, chairman of Berry Gordy, 
Sr. business day said. "There will 
be literature available on black 
businesses and the panel mem-
bers will be there for questsions." 

Civil rights leader and speaker, 
Malcolm X, will be honored at the 
Black Speakout — Phase II, en-
titled "The Price of Freedom" at 7 
p.m. Wednesday in the Union 
Little Theatre. 

"The Myth of the Melting Pot in 
Education" is the topic speech 
Samuel Etheridge, director of the 
Teacher Rights Division of the 
National Education Association, 
Washington, D. C., at 7 p.m. 
Thursday in Union Little Theatre. 

ETHERIDGE is responsible for 
the million-member association's 
civil rights programs including 
rights enforcement, human 
relations and ethics. He also was 
project coordinator for the 17-
state task force survey of 
displacement of Negro educators 
while a member of the 
Professional Rights and 
Responsibilities Commission. 

On Friday there will be a dance 
a t the Douglass Community 
Center with band music. 

Ending the week's activities will 
be the Black Contemporary 
Players of Kansas City, Kan., who 
will present three one-act plays at 
7 p.m. Feb. 10 in Union Little 
Theatre. Langston Hughes, poet 
and author, will be honored. 

Other speakers and activities 
the Black Student Union has 
sponsored include Julian Bond, 
Eileen Stewart (in conjunction 
with the speech department) and 
a black speak-out for sickle cell 
anemia. 

Blacks seek student senate 
Four black students are seeking 

positions as senators for the 
Student Governing Association in 
the Feb. 7 elections. 

Those running are: Sam Mathis 
and Rory Turner, College of 
Architecture, and Kevin Holmes 
and Kathy Revels, College of Arts 
and Sciences. 

TO VOTE, each student must 
present his student I.D. and 
orange fee card at the Feb. 7 
elections. Voting booths will be 
open from 8:20 a.m. to 7 p.m. in 
the Union and Farrell Library. 

Each senator is elected by the 
majority of votes he receives in 
his curriculum college. 

Revels, sophomore in political 
science, and Turner were 
previous senators and their term 
ends prior to the elections. Revels 
is running again because she 
believes more blacks should 
become involved in student 
government and have more voice 
on the type of programs that 
would be more beneficial to 
minorities. 

MATHIS THINKS that more 
students should become aware of 
the functions of student senate. 

"Most of the students are 
apathetic towards student 
government because they usually 
don't know what the senators do 
and what student government is 
about and can do for them." 

Bernard Franklin, sophomore 
in political science and sociology, 
is a hold-over senator in arts and 

sciences. He was voted by student 
senators as one of the five hold-
over senators, entitling him to an 
automatic seat in senate. 

THE ONLY BLACK presently in 
senate Franklin believes there is a 
stereotyped image placed upon 
black senators. 

"I think that some of the 
senators and other students feel 
that black senators are only in 
senate to vote on black issues," he 
explained. "They don't realize we 
want to be involved in the 
bodymaking decisions just as they 
do. We also want the exposure of 
student government work and to 
learn the functions of senate. 

"I THINK the issue wouldn't be 
so heavily placed on black issues 
if the white senators were more 
open minded about integrating all 
the university programs with 
minorities. 

"It 's really funny to watch those 
senators during spring allocations 
who are really against Mecha, 
Black Student Union or any other 
group. They seem to be extra 
tense, pressured and show inward 
guilt. Some of them have ex-
pressed their personal feelings for 
voting against black programs 
because of their background. 
They say they were just reared 
that way. 

"But after allocations, many of 
them want to play a different role 
and become your 'understanding, 
willing to change' friend." 

Boddie directs services 
By WILMA MOORE 
Uhuru News Editor 

Julia Boddie believes that as 
long as minority students continue 
to say that K-State is no good, then 
it'll never be any good. 

Director of Special Services for 
the Minority Group students 
section of the Center for Student 
Development, Boddie has to 
devote full-time to the im-
plementation of the Special 
Services program activities. 

"WE AS MINORITY 
groups," the brown-eyed black 
woman said, "have to help make 
things better for ourselves." 

She feels that there is a 
demanding need for an increase of 
minority students on campus. 
This increase will help other 
students, as well as minorities, to 
begin to relate to other black 
students, black faculty, and 
blacks working on campus and in 
the community, she said. 

"To get a well-rounded 
education, I feel there needs to be 
social and educational interaction 
between the races. This is where 
the minority student's existence is 
needed and should be promoted," 
she said. 

THUS, THE PRIMARY STEPS 
THE Special Services program 
takes are to assist students — 
especially minority students — in 
resolving personal, financial and 
social problems that might in-
terfere with academic success, 
she went on. 

"We try to help those students 
who may have never been able to 
go to school due to lack of finan-
cial aid," she said. 

When the recruitment phase of 
the Special Services and Minority 

program was initiated in 1969, 48 
minority students (38 of which 
were non-athletes) enrolled at K-
State. 

IN 1970 the figure rose to 94 (81 
non-athletes). At the beginning of 
the 1971-72 school year, 89 (83 non-
athletes) minority students 
enrolled. 

This school year 365 minority 
students, this figure including 
blacks, Chicanos and Indians, are 
enrolled at K-State. 

Once these students are on 
campus, the special services 
section swings into action. 

"WE TRY to provide special 
services for minority students 
such as individual counseling, 
tutorial assisting and student 
advising," Boddie said. 

Student advisors, who are 
financed by the work-study 
program, must work at least 15 
hours a week. 

Objectives for the student 
advisors, who play a big role in 
helping the incoming minority 
students to adjust to university 
life, are two-fold, she said. 

FIRST, STUDENT advisors 
help the new freshmen adjust to 
college socially, mentally, 
physically and financially. 

Secondly, the student advisors 
get some growth themselves. 
They are able to learn through 
experience and take on a sense of 
responsibility. 

"During the week they are 
responsible for contacting their 
students and doing whatever it 
takes to help the students adjust, 
even being a 'buddy-buddy' or a 
friend," she added. 

(Cont. on page 4) 
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"Where do we go from here?" 
By Bernard Franklin 
Uhuru Editorial Editor 

The sixties saw Malcolm X, 
John F. Kennedy, Martin Luther 
King, and Robert Kennedy. As the 
seventies stumbles into its third 
year we have seen Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, Harry S. Truman, 
and now Lyndon B. Johnson. 

The deaths of these great men 
leave us, unfor tunately , with 
Richard Milhouse Nixon as our 
chief executive. Unlike the men 
listed above, Mr. Nixon has done 
very little to uplift the plight of the 
black man. In fact, he may 
already have done us more harm 
than is realized. 

WITH THIS IN mind, Black 
Americans have begun to question 
"Where Do We Go From Here?" 
Before we begin to answer this 
question let us look briefly at the 
past election. 

Millions of white voters and the 
small percentage of black voters 
who contributed to the landslide 
election of President Nixon, were 
caught up in a campaign strung 
together on three racial code 
words: "bussing," "quotas" and 
"welfare." 

The first code word hints at 
hordes of blacks wanting to 
violate the sanct i ty of the 
seemingly illusive white neigh-
borhoods, precisely schools. The 
second, identified those blacks 
who, qualified solely by skin color, 
sought to take over the jobs of 
white men. The third exposed 
those blacks who, at someone 
else's expense, simply intended to 
do nothing but multiply. It should 
be pointed out, that none of the 
code words summed up such 
substantive national issues as 
rising inflations, high unem-
ployment, and a war economy 
that could no longer sustain full 
employment. In short, the 
message the code words con-
cealed was "Vote for me and I'll 
set you free—from Niggers!" 

IF MILLIONS OF whites 
decoded that message, so also did 
millions of blacks who gave 87 per 
cent of their vote to Sen 
McGovern. Pres ident Nixon 
received only 13 per cent of the 
black vote, just three per cent 
more points than in 1968. 

Keeping this message in mind, 
blacks tend to deeply distrust 
what the U.S. government will do 
for them in the next four years, 
according to a recent Harris Poll. 
The number of blacks who look to 
the federa l government for 
leadership in civil rights and 
minority-group improvement has 
shrunk from 67 per cent in 1966 to 
four in 1972. 

Judging by nearly any measure, 
blacks in America on 
Thanksgiving Day, 1972, felt they 
had less to be thankful for than 
any other group in the population. 
Yet as many sat down to eat the 
traditional meal, they prayed a 
prayer of hope to God. They felt 
White America had lost interest in 
their problems, that these 
problems are neither understood 
nor cared about, and that blacks 
have been relegated back across 
the tracks along with their brother 
sufferers, the Chicanos and the 
Indians. Looking at it closely the 
charge of "two Americas-one 
black and one white" made in the 
1968 Kerner Commission report 

has never been more accurate 
than now. 

FORCED UP against a wall, 
and given this political situation, 
we can now begin to answer the 
question, "Where do we go from 
here?" As many blacks have 
found, this condition is easier to 
describe than to prescribe its 
cure. But according to several 
black politicians there are at least 
five possible strategies. 

F i r s t hand le t ' s begin by 
discussing an effective way of 
organizing a political machine. 
Politicians and those acquainted 
with politics are familiar with the 
term " g r a s s roots poli t ics ." 
Clearly here, the term suggests 
that what we need is concentrated 
voter regis t ra t ion and voter 
education. For many black people 
the amendment which gave them 
the right to vote means nothing, 
because for any reasons they just 
do not know what's going on This 
is where grass roots politics steps 
in and educates those about the 
issues confronting the election. 
Sen. McGovern spent about 

$600,000 on black voter 
registration. Now that the election 
is over, who will carry on that 
effort in the black community? 
Clearly, blacks must. 

A second political s t ra tegy 
confines itself not to the national 
scene, but rather to the state and 
local elections, where often the 
more crucial political decisions 
are made. There are thousands of 
school boards, county com-
missioners and city councils 
waiting to be "integrated" by 
blacks. And according to the Joint 
Center for Political Studies, there 
are some 89 cities where blacks 
potentially can elect mayors. Of 
these 89, there is one case in 
particular which has gotten much 
national attention and that's the 
campaign of Bobby Seale for 
mayor of Berkeley, Calif. 

THIRDLY, OF COURSE, is the 
state legislatures. The number of 
black state legislators rose by 23 
with the election of 17 in Nov., 
pushing the total from 204 in 30 
states to 227 in 38 states. The 

number of legislators should be 
closer to 710, to reflect the black 
ratio population. This would have 
an enormous effect on the goods 
and services delivered to blacks. 
The same goes for the 16 members 
of the Congressional Black 
Caucus. In both capacities, blacks 
must jockey for seats on key 
committees whose work directly 
affects black people. 

With this comes the fourth black 
political s t rategy—a reproach-
ment with the Nixon Ad-
ministration. "President Nixon is 
in the White House," observes one 
black politician, "so we may as 
well figure out how we can get the 
most out of him and certainly how 
to protect our tails:" Stated 
another way: "When your head is 
in the lion's mouth, you don't 
snatch it out. You ease it out." 

Finally, this is an opportune 
time for you to educate your own 
minds and become aware of the 
problems awaiting each of you. 
With the number of black college 
students increasing each year on 
predominantly white campuses, 

Survey Samples random 

Funding vs. races? 
This letter is in reference to a recent article ap-

pearing in the Collegian regarding a survey on SGA 
funding priorities. The survey's primary function 
was to reflect prevailing attitudes of students on 
priority preferences of how student senate should 
allocate student funds. A random sample of one per 
cent of K-State's student body is hardly a basis to 
determine validity when those respondents are not 
aware of all the perplexing variables considered by 
student senate before final allocation. 

ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE, the issue of race 
became a dominant factor in dealing with The Black 
Student Union and Mecha. Why? Are a handful of 
minorities that threatening to this community? If so, 
then this institution has not fulfilled its educational 
obligation of preparing students for the real world. I 
am not sure whether or not the respondents were 
properly informed of the purpose for funding BSU 
and Mecha. Or would it likely make a difference? 

Did the respondents know that since the initial 
funding of BSU in the fall of 1969 by SGA, the mission 
of BSU was to acculturate this university community 
with educational cultural activities which more^ 
properly reflect Blacks' contributions to American 
heritage and at the same time broaden the majority 
students' perceptions of humanity? 

MORE SPECIFICALLY, BSU was recognized as 
an organization on campus and allowed to par-
ticipate in student life in a leadership role, a right 
given other organized groups. These educational 
cultural programs consisted of Black Awareness 
Week and other awareness-oriented activities 
throughout each academic year, providing a 
diversity in exposure to this university's mem-
bership which more adequately reflected this 
multiracial society. 

In the preceding paragraph, I deliberately used 
the term "allowed" to describe the level of political 
power BSU possessed in 1969 when they were 
required to rely upon their counterparts in voicing 
their concerns in SGA meetings by first being 
recognized by their senate representative. Although 
minority students are currently involved in student 
senate, their voting power is still minimal when the 
issue of race becomes a factor. This experience is a 
reality that minority persons face daily. Students, as 
part of your educational growth and development, 
you may be fortunate in experiencing the true effects 
of political and economic power on minority life in 
the real world. Could be depressing, do you agree? 

ALTHOUGH SIXTY-TWO per cent of white 
students opposed funding BSU, I hardly feel that the 
survey demonstrated objectivity. If the purpose of 

funding these organizations was not spelled out — 
which is hard to do via telephone — the survey did a 
disservice to students by asking them to identify 
with organizations in name only. Moreover, is it 
logical to predict results of a survey favoring funds 
for a minority program when there was not a larger 
sampling of minorities or if persons conducting the 
survey did not represent minorities as well as 
majority students? 

It is unfortunate, though, that too often suggested 
cultural awareness programs and ethnic minorities 
studies are determined dependent upon the number 
of minorities enrolled. By expressing such feelings, 
we are negating the entire purpose of education 
when confining these types erf programs to a par-
ticular ethnic group. In today's world, the goal of 
education must be to develop individuals who are 
open to change, who are flexible, adaptive and 
receptive. 

THIS MEANS introducing oneself to a variety of 
life styles, not superficially but in depth. People of 
all races must study the richness of America's 
multicultural heritage if we ever intend to have a 
free society. Students at K-State are no exception 

This university, being little different than other 
major universities in its student body racial com-
position, represents a microcosm of our society. I 
say students should take advantage of it. Your 
livelihood upon graduating might depend upon your 
ability to articulate in a racially diverse en-
vironment. How you respond to a variety of 
situations and your level of sensitivity will be con-
sidered part of your profile in seeking employment. 

IN CONCLUSION, let's hope that results of the 
survey are not representative of the total community 
and that the true mission of BSU and Mecha is not 
being treated with indifference or opposition by a 
majority of students on this campus. 

As a future parent, how would you feel knowing 
that your children will be exposed to a learning 
environment whereby 62 per cent of the people feel 
indifferent to you or blatantly despise you? Would 
you feel that your children's chances of success 
would be equal to their counterparts? How can 
minorities expect their children to experience the 
good life if 62 per cent of those persons who are in 
control of their environment feel indifferent or op-
pressive to them because of their heritage? This 
could be devastating to their aspirations. Do you 
agree? Or does it matter? 

Veryl A. Switzer 
Director of Minority 

and Cultural Programs 

there is only a question of time 
before we can begin to visualize 
such political realism. In other 
words, much work lies ahead and 
the five strategies outlined here 
only hint at the enormity of the 
task which beckons blacks at this 
very instant. Now the question is 
up to you—"Where do we go from 
here?" 

Black Ain't 

Black Ain't 

Black Ain't 
Black aint using the " te rm" 

"aint" cause the white man say 
"Is not." 

Black aint calling a white "boy" 
"peckerwood" or "rabbit" or 
"cracker." 

Black aint being able to do the 
soul shake—all twelve steps. 

Black aint pushen' your fist in 
the air everytime you get mad or 
just to show approval. 

Black aint wearing a black 
leather j acke t like Huey P. 
Newton. 

Black aint spoting an Afro. 
Black aint wearing a "free all 

political prisoners" pin on your 
stolen leather jacket. 

Black aint being "hip" and 
"cool." 

Black aint "What's happening 
man?" or "What's going on 
blood," cause if you looked around 
you would know what's hap-
pening. 

Black aint eat in ' chitlins, 
blackeyed peas, yams and corn-
bread. 

Black aint drinking Ripple, Cold 
Duck, or Boones Farm. 

Black aint drivin' a "hog" or a 
"duce." 

Black aint playing the dozens. 
Black aint trying to be mellow— 

smoken' reefer, droppin' and 
shootin' up. 

Black aint running games on 
your main honey. 

Black aint going to the flicks to 
see "Shaft," "Sweet, Sweetbacks 
Bad Assss Song," "Superfly," 
"Sounder," "Slaughter," "The 
H a m m e r , " "Trouble Man , " 
"Black Gi r l , " "Mel inda , " 
"Blackla," and "Lady Sings The 
Blues." 

Black is YOU, 
Just you bein' yo'self. 

— Bernard Franklin 


