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CHAFTER I

INTRODUCTION

Part 1. Preface

Northwestern Kansas is a remarkably homogeneous re-
gion. The counties within it greatly resemble each other in
both their physical and their human geography. One of the
similarities of human geography among these counties is
their population trends. Since 1930, their total population
has experienced a steady decline, while their larger cities

have generally increased in population.

Part 2. The Problem

Statement of the problem. It is the purpose of this

thesis to discover some of the reasons why northwestern Kan-
sas has been losing population since 1930, while the larger
cities within the region have been gaining population. The
major inquiries are directed toward agriculture and mineral
production and their influences on the population trends.
Other pertinent factors such as transportation, manufactur-
ing, and governmantal functions, which may have had some
effects on the population trends in the region, will also

be examined. Agriculture is emphasized because it is the

main source of income of northwestern Kansas., Mineral



production is emphasized because petroleum production has
recently experienced important increases, and because previ-
ous studies in other regions have indicated a correlation
between mineral production and population trends. This
study is searching for any correlation between the popula-
tion trends and the changes in agricultural practices and
production or in the production of minerals in northwestern
Kansas.

The exact region studied comprises six homogeneous
counties in the northwestern corner of Kansas plus three
contiguous, but slightly dissimilar, counties for the pur-
pose of contrast. T[he homogenevus counties are: Cheyenne,
Decatur, Rawlins, sheridan, osherman, and Thomas. These six
counties comprise the northwestern part of State =conomic
Area 2a as defined by the United States Census of 1950, part
of the "Northwest District" as delimited by the Kansas CState
Board of Agriculture for the purpose of crop reporting, and
part of "Type-of-Farming Area l1ll" as defined by the Kansas
Agricultural Experiment station.

The three counties studied for the purpose of con-
trast are: lLogan, Norton, and Graham. ILogan County, located
to the south of Thomas County, is in State Lconomic Area 1,
the wWwest Central Crop deporting District, and Type-of-Farm-
ing Area 12. Norton County is located east of Jecatur Coun-
ty, and it is in Lstate oconomic Area 4, the Northwest Crop



EXPLANATION OF PLATE I

Plate 1 is a map of the counties studied in this thesis. It shows:
(1) county seats; (2) incorporated cities; (3) unincorporated towns; (4)
highways; and (5) railroads.
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5
Reporting District, and Type-of-Farming Area 8. The third

contrast county, Graham County, is located east of Sheridan
County. It is in the same state economic area, crop report-
ing district, and type-of-farming area as the six homogene-
ous counties. Agriculture in the three contrast counties

is slightly dissimilar to that in the six homogeneous coun-
ties, but Graham and Norton counties differ comsiderably
from the homogeneous counties in mineral production. Graham
County is studied because it has a much more important pro-
duction of petroleum than any of the other counties studied,
and because it is one of the few counties in northwestern
Kansas that gained population from 1950 to 1960. Norton
County is studied because it lies closer to the Corn Belt
than the other counties studied, and because its petroleum

production is generally greater than that of any of the homo

geneous counties. Iogan County is studied because livestock
ranching is generally of more importance in its agriculture

than in the agriculture of the homogeneous counties.

Importance of the study. Since 1940, economists,
sociologists, and geographers have recognized that the Great

Plains states are experiencing a large farm-to-city migra-
tion. Some scholars, emphasizing the migration from the
predominantly agricultural regions to the important indus-
trial regions within the state, have studied this migration
for the state as a whole. Few, if any, have included in



their studies the local migration of the population from

the farms to the larger cities within dominantly agricultur-
al regions, and the economic and geographic factors respon-
sible for this limited migration. In this thesis, a special
attempt is made to learn the economic factors of migration
within nine essentially agricultural counties in northwest-

ern Kansas.

Preview of the thesis. Chapter II of this thesis
describes the physical environment of the nine counties

studied as a whole. Special attention is given to the (1)
land forms, (2) geology, (3) soils, (4) climate, and (5)
vegetation of the region. Chapter III describes the cultur-
al environment. In this chapter, attention is focused upon
the region's (1) history, (2) government, (3) transportation,
and (4) cities and their growth. Chapter IV is divided into
three parts: (1) an introduction to the counties, (2) a
county-by-county analysis and description as to how the eco-
nomic and other factors have affected the population trends
in the six homogeneous counties, and (3) a county-by-county
analysis and description of the economic and other factors
affecting the population trends in the three contrast coun-
ties. Chapter V contains the summary and conclusions arrived
at in the thesis.



Part 3., Definitions of Terms Used

City. A city is any area and agglomeration of people
which as been incorporated as a city under the statutes of
Kansas. A city in Kansas may incorporate if it has one hun-
dred or more people, or it may incorporate with less than
one hundred if it is a county seat.

Contrast county. Graham, Logan, and Norton counties
are used for the purpose of contrasting their differences
in agriculture, or mineral production, or population trends,

or other aspects with those of the six homogeneous counties.

Crop reporting district. Kansas is divided into nine
crop reporting districts by the Kansas State Board of Agri-

culture for convenience in compiling and presenting statis-
tical information on crops and livestock. The nine districts
are: Northwest, West Central, Southwest, North Central, Cen-
tral, South Central, Northeast, East Central, and Southeast.
This thesis is concerned only with eight counties in the
Northwest and one in the West Central districts.

Dry farming., Northwestern Kansas is a relatively arid
region. In dry regions without water available for extensive
irrigation, cultivation practices must be followed that en-
courage the conservation of moisture, and crops must be grown

‘that are relatively resistant to drought. The most general
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practice of dry farming in Kansas is that of summer fallow=
ing in which the land is left idle for a year or more after
a period of cropping. Stubble mulching is another important
dry farming practice. Strip farming, in which strips of
farm land are planted to crops between strips of land being

summer fallowed as a control of wind erosion, is also used.

Hamlet. A small, unincorporated agglomeration of
people living in a very limited area. There are numerous
hamlets throughout northwestern Kansas.

Homogeneous gounty. Cheyenne, Decatur, Rawlins,

Sheridan, Sherman, and Thomas counties are generally similar
to each other in agriculture, mineral production, population
trends, and in almost all other factors of their physical
and cultural environments. They are often studied as a

group in this thesis.

State economic area. During the Census of 1950, it
was found desirable to form regions which were relatively
homogeneous as to their economic and social characteristics
and which were intermediate in size between that of a county
and that of a state. The forming of the state economic
areas was done to assist in the analysis of area-to-area mi-
grations and for the convenience of compiling statistics.
‘The homogeneous counties and Graham County are located in
State Economic Area 2a. lLogan County is located in State
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Economic Area 1, and FNorton County 1s located in State Lco-
nomic Area 4.

Town. A collective term meaning an incorporated or
unincorporated agglomeration of people living in a limited
area. The term may be used interchangeably with "city,"

"hamlet," or "urban place."

f-farming area. The counties of Kansas have
been divided into type-of-farming areas according to the
following criteria: (1) the percentage of farm land in dif-
ferent crops and pastures; (2) the kind and number of live-
stock per one hundred acres of farm land; (3) the trends of
the acreages of crope and numbers of livestock; (4) the num-
ber and percentage of farms of a given type; and (5) the
acreage and percentage of farm land occupied by farms of a
given type. The homogeneous counties and Graham County are
in Type-of-Farming Area 1ll. Ilogan County is in Type-of-
Farming Area 12, and Norton County is in Type-of-Farming
Area 8.

Urban place. An urban place is defined by the United
States Bureau of the Census as an incorporated or unincor-
porated area having 2,500 or more inhabitants within a lim-

ited area.






