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Introduction

Farming is Kansas' No. 1 industry. Strong and sound farm
businesses are important for the Kansas economy. Since changes
in the economy never stop, agriculture has to keep pace wiﬁh new
demands and technological developments to sustain its growth,
strength and competitive edge in the complex world of diverse
economic forces. The changes in agriculture mirror the changes
undertaken by individual farmers.

In the last few years, 1970 through 1973, the Kansas farmers
enjoyed one record year after the other. The crop production in
Kansas reached three consecutive all-time highs. The number of
cattle on farms was higher than never before. Thé meat production
was boomingl ‘The result of these bumper productions were record
high cash receipts from farming, since farm prices were increasing
too. Then, in 1974 agriculture again experienced some.dramatic
reversals.

A drough and a slump in livestock prices caused a substantial
decrease in cash receipts from farming. The aftermath of the
energy crises and a high inflation rate caused the production
expenses to reach new heights. The consequence was a massive drop
in the net farm income.

This report shows some recent changes in Kansas agriéulture
which are important for the economic well-being and the viability
of the state's farms. These changes are related to the number and
size of farms, type of farm organization,.distribution of farms by
economic class, use and composition of purchased farm inputs, and

the financial situation of Kansas farms.



Mainly based on the preliminary county reports for Kansas
of the 1974 Census of Agriculture, these reports point out the
changes that occurred between 1969 and 1974, compared with some
figures in the more distant past. The data are presented for
the nine reporting districts, as defined by the Statistical
Division of the Kansas Deparfment of Agriculture (see graph 1).

In the 1974 Census of Agriculture a farm is defined as

".......any place from which $2500 or more of agri-
cultural products were sold, or normally would have been
sold, during the census year, or any place of 10 acres

or more from which $50 or more of agricultural products

were sold, or normally would have been sold, during the

census year."1l

All the farms, as defined above, are used in this report.

Exceptions are noted in the tables,

lU.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1974

Census of Agriculture, Preliminary County Reports, July/August 1976.
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2. The Kansas Farms 1974

2.1. Number of Farms, Land in Farms

According to the 1974 Census of Agriculture there were 81,909
Kansas farms; 4,148 or 4.8 percent fewer than in 1969 (Table 1).
This five year decrease in the number of Kansas farms is less than
the U.S. average. For the U.S. as a whole the drop in the number
of farms was 5.7 percent (Table 14 shows U.S. farm numbers by
economic class). Table 2 shows the changes in the number of Kansas
farms and the changes in their average size since 1954,

The total land in Kansas farms decreased by 3.7 percent;
from 49,390,369 acres in 1969 to 47,553,071 acres in 1974--a
decrease of 1.8 million acres in five years.

2.2. Number of Farms by Size

Table 3 shows the number of Kansas farms by their size. The
most remarkable change occurred in the extreme classes. State-wide
the number of farms in the class with more than 2,000 acres
increased by 14.2 percent between 1969 and 1974. The number of
small farm holdings (under 50 acres) increased by 1617 farms, or
18.6 percent. More than 1/3 of all the Kansas farms have less
than 180 acres of land, 15.7 percent of thg farms manage more
than 1,000 acres. 1In western Kansas more than 60 percent of the
farms are larger than 500 acres and only about 12 percent of the
farms have less than 180 acres. In eastern Kansas, on the other
hand, around 50 percent of the farms are smaller than 180 acres

and less than 10 percent of the farms are larger than 1,000 acres.



Table 1. Number of Farms, Land in Farms and Average Size Farms

Lard in Average Size
District Number Farms of Farms

of Farms {Acres) {Acres)

Northwest (NW) 1974 4,645 4,629,906 997
1969 5,062 4,924,758 973

West-Central (WC) 1974 3,862 4,724,681 1,223
1969 4,129 4,823,435 1,168

Southwest (SW) 1974 5,825 7,030,928 1,207
1969 6,041 7,406,330 1,226

North—Central (NC) 1974 9,522 5,451,355 573
1969 10,322 5,521,565 535

Central (C) 1974 10,475 5,439,137 519
1969 11,273 5,669,155 503

South—-Central (SC) 1974 11,363 6,714,372 591
1969 11,914 7,015,376 589

Northeast (NE) 1974 10,915 3,421,570 313
1969 10,965 3,497,139 319

East-Central (EC) 1974 12,099 4,539,446 375
1%69 12,757 4,775,286 374

Southeast (SE) 1974 13,194 5,601,675 425
1969 13,594 5,737,325 422

State 1974 81,909 47,553,071 581
1969 86,057 49,390,369 574

Source: U.S. Department of Cammerce, Bureau of the Census, 1974 Census
of Agriculture, Preliminary County Reports, July/August 1976.




Table 2. Changes in Number of Farms and in Average Farm Size Since 1954

Census Number Percent Average Percent
Year of Farms Charge Farm Size Change
1954 120,167 -8.5% 417 +12.7
1959 104,347 7 -13.2 480 +15.1
1964 92,440 -11.4 544 +13.3
1969 86,057 -6,9 574 +5.5
1974 81,909 -4.8 581 ; +1.2

Source: U.S. Depaitnent of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Census of
iculture, Years 1954, 1959, 1964, 1969, and Preliminary Report
for 1974.
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2.3. Average Size Farm

The average size Kansas farm increased slightly to 581
acres, up about 7 acres since 1969 (Table 1). Back in 1954 the
average size farm was 417 acres. Graph 1 shows the farm size
situation as it was in 1954 in Kansas. Compared to Graph 2
(situation in 1974) the average farm size increased all over
Kansas. The largest farms are located in southwestern and west-
central Kansas where the average farm size is over 1,200 acres.
In some counties the average size farm has 1,700 acres and more
(Clark, Hamilton, Morton). 1In central Kansas the average size
is between 500 and 600 acres whereas in the east of the state
the average size farm has between 300 and 400 acres. In the
counties around Kansas City the average size farm has only around
200 acres of land.

2.4. Type of Farm Organization

Most of the farms with more than 52,500 total sales (91.8
percent in the state) are individually or family owned (Table 4).
The family ownership of Kansas farms increased by 5.5 percent over
that in 1969. 1In the same time period the number of partnership-
farms (7.0 percent) decreased by 38.2 percent. Whereas the
corporations (family owned and others) more than doubled their
number from 328 in 1969 to 672 in 1974. Most of the increase is
expected to be in the class of family owned corporations (10 or
fewer shareholders) since in 1969 there were 87.5 percent corpora-
tions with 10 or fewer shareholders. Under "other" farms are
listed: estates or trusts, Indian reservations, prison farms,

grazing associations, cooperatives, etc. The number of these
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types of farms decreased by 57.9 percent, from 297 in 1969 to

125 in 1974. The percentage distributions of the number of

farms by type of farm organization for the reporting districts
are similar to the distribution for the whole state. Percentage-
wise in western Kansas there_are slightly more corporations than
in the eastern part of the state (2 percent and .7 percent,
respectively) .

2.5. Farm Operators -

Farm operators on most of the Kansas farms, in all reporting
districts, are either full owners or part owners (Table 5). The
percentage of full owners is greater in eastern than in either
central or western Kansas. In the central and western part of
the state between 30 and 40 percent of the farms are operated
by full owners. 1In eastern Kansas 57 percent of all farms are
full-owner-operated. The opposite is true for part-owﬁer—operated
farms. Percentagewise more of them aré located in western Kansas.
The same holds true for the tenant operated farms. In western
Kansas there are on the average about 20 percent of the farms
tenant operated, whereas in the eastern part of the state only
10 percent of the farms are tenant operated.

For the state as a whole in 1974, 45.7 percent (up 9 percent
since 1969) of the farms were operated by full owners, 39.4
percent by part owners, and 14.9 percent by tenants. Both the
number and percentage of part owners and tenants has decreased

since 1969; 9.7 percent and 23.4 percent, respectively.
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Table 5. Kansas Farm Operators
District Full Owner Part Owner Tenant
NW 1974 1,638 35.3% 2,230 48.0% 777 16.7%
1969 1,512 29.9 2,542 50.2 1,008 19.9
wc 1974 1,212 31.4 1,873 48.5 777 20.1
1969 1,003 24.3 2,118 51.3 1,008 24.4
SW 1974 1,764 30.3 2,670 45.8 1,391 23.9
1969 1,424 23.6 3,013 49.9 1,604 26.6
NC 1974 3,860 40.5 4,095 43.0 1,567 16.5
1969 3,639 35.3 4,660 45.1 2,020 19.6
C 1974 3,932 37.5 4,773 45.6 1,770 16.9
1969 3,503 31.1 5,328 47.3 2,439 21.6
sC 1974 4,244 37.3 5,042 44 .4 2,077 18.3
1969 3,599 30.2 5,553 46.6 2,760 23.2
NE 1974 6,480 59.3 3,164 29.0 1,280 11.7
1969 5,876 53.6 3,461 31.6 1,628 14.8
EC 1974 6,904 57.1 4,005 33.1 1,189 9.8
1969 6,825 53:5 4,290 33.6 1,642 12.9
SE 1974 7,413 56.2 4,432 33.6 1,349 10.2
1969 6,987 51.4 4,817 35.4 1,790 132
State 1974 34,448 45.7 32,284 39.4 12,177 14.9
1969 34,370 39.9 41.6 15,905 18.5

35,782

Source: 1974 Census of Agriculture
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Table 6 shows the average age of Kansas farm operators. The
Kansas farmer in 1974 averaged 52.5 years; 1.4 years older than
in 1969. An increase in average age can be observed in every
reporting district.

2.6. Principal Occupation of Kansas Farm Operators

An interesting new data, reported for the first time in the
1974 Census of Agriculture, is the principal occupation of Kansas
farm operétors. Table 6 shows that for 28.1 percent of the state's
farmers the work on the farm is not their principal occupation.
Part-time farming is more important in eastern Kansas. In this
épartrofithe state 36.5 percent of the farm oPergtors work mainly
off thejfarm. In western Kansas more than 80 percent of thé farm
-6perators are more or less full time farmers. This shows how
‘important off—farm job opportunities and off-farm incomes are for

the Kanéas farmers.
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Table 6. Principal Occupation and Average Age of Kansas Farm Operators

Principal Occupation Average
District Age of
Farming Other Operators
NW 1974 3,776 82.7% 788 17.3% 52.6
1969 -1) -1) 50.7
WC 1974 3,210 84.8 574 15.2 51.9
1969 —_ _— 49.3
SW 1974 4,553 80.2 1,122 19.8 52.0
1969 e — 49.9
NC 1974 7,775 82.3 1,668 17.7 52.9
1969 _— -_— 51.1
C 1974 7,909 76.1 2,482 . 23.9 52.9
' 1969 — —_ 51.3
sC 1974 8,255 73.4 2,987 26.6 53.6
1969 —_ — 51.9
NE 1974 7,253 66.9 3,585 33.1 51.4
1969 -_— - 50.5
EC 1974 7,387 61.5 4,627 38.5 52.5
1969 — —_— 51.9
SE 1974 8,213 62.6 " 4,910 37.4 53.2
1969 —_ - 52.1
State 1974 58,331 71.9 22,749 28.1 52,5
1969 — -_ 51.1

1) Not available

Source: 1974 Census of Agriculture
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3. The Financial Situation 1974

3.1. Number of Farms by Economic Class

Large changes occurred in the number of farms by economic
classes throughout the state. High prices for agricultural
products, higher production, and inflation caused an increase in
the number of farms with more than $20,000 of sale volume (Table 7).
The largest increase took place in the class with farms which sold
more than‘$100,000 worth of agricultural products (Class Ia). The
census of 1969 showed 1, 676 such farms (2 percent of all farms)

In 1974 6,008 farms, or 7.3 percent of the total, were counted in
thls classL That is an increase of 258.5 percent. 1In classtb,
farms with sales between $40,000 and $99,999, the number of farms
}ncreaéed by 119 percent. The number of farms in economic ciaés

ii increased by 18.7 percent between 1969 and 1974. 1In all the
other ecoﬁomic classes the number of farms decreased between 22

and 34-percent. Still 16 percent of ali the farms in Kansas had
less than $2500 worth of agricultural products sold (down 26 per-
cent from the 20.5 percent counted in 1969). The distribution of.
Ehe_fafms by their sales is similar to the distribution of the
farms by their average size. The most of the "big" farms, economic
class Ia and Ib, are located in western Kansas where around 40 per-
cent of the farms had more than $40,000 worth of agricultural
products sold. In eastern Kansas only about 13 percent of the
farms f;ll in these classes. The distribution for fhe "small"

farms, farms with sales under $2500, is the other way around.
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Twenty-three percent of the farms in eastern Kansas had sales of
less than $2500. Whereas in western Kansas only 6.5 percent of
the farms fall in this "hobby-farm" class.

3.2. Value of Agricultural Products Sold

The 81,909 Kansas farms sold more than 3.6 billion dollars
worth of agricultural producfs in 1974 (Table 8). That is twice
as much as the 1.8 billion dollars worth of farm products sold
in 1969. The per farm value amounts to $44,361l; an increase of
110 percent frqm the $21;126 in 1969. Statewide the crops accounted
for 48.7 percent of the total sales, and livestock products brought
50.7 percent of the total sales value. In 1969 the figures were
31.9 percent from the crops and 68.1 perceﬁt from the livestock
pr&ducts. The average value per farm varies considerably within
the state. The southwestern Kansas farms averaged $143,802 in
total sales, whereas in east-central Kansas the average farm sold
about $23,218 worth of agricultural pfoducts. The crop production
is largest in northwestern Kansas where 61.6 percent of the total
sale value came from crop production and 38.4 percent from live-
stock production. The proportion in 1969 was 46.1 percent from
crops and 53.1 percent from livestock enterprises. In southeastern
Kansas the livestock production is dominant over crops, 64.5 per-
cent to 35.3 percent. Five years earlier, in 1969, 78.7 percent
of the total sales were livestock products and only 21.5 percent
crop products.

3.3. Farm Production Expenses

The volume of purchased inputs is increasing. Since 1969 the

expenses for purchased production inputs increased by 73 percent,



