
Research Question
Is there a direct correlation 
between innovation and conflict?

Methods
This project is centered on a 
qualitative analysis of  primary 
texts, supported by quantitative 
data, on conflict and innovation 
between the US and the USSR in 
the Cold War.
•Academic Publications
•Government Reports
•Conflict and Funding Trends

Results
I have been able to identify a relationship between innovation and conflict by 
comparing the Kondratieff  Waves of  Innovation with data on interstate conflicts from 
Our World in Data.

Kondratieff  Waves of  Innovation are graphical representations of  economic highs and 
lows, and they coincide with periods of  technological development.
•3rd Kondratieff  Wave: 1880 - 1930
•4th Kondratieff  Wave: 1930-1970
•5th Kondratieff  Wave: 1970 – 2010

Number of  Global Interstate Conflicts

Figure 1: The y-axis measures the total number of  conflicts over the x-axis, which displays 
the years. The black line is an approximate overlay of  the unscaled Kondratieff  Waves.  
Bastian Herre et. Al 2024.    

Conclusions

The overlap between the periods 
and the maximums on both the 
Kondratieff  Waves and the global 
conflict rates suggests a relation 
between the two.

Future analysis will dissect this 
congruency and map war doctrine 
or policy changes to the model.

•Trace the implementation of  
technological developments

•Compare federal R&D funding

•Define role of  innovators in society

The goal of  this project is to 
examine the relationship between 
science and conflict and to 
propose war doctrine and policy 
modifications to represent these 
findings.

Jeremy Kamman, Andrew Long, Ph.D., Derek Hillard, Ph.D., Kansas State University

References
Corporate Finance Institute. Kondratieff  Wave. Retrieved from: 
https://corporatefinanceinstitute.com/resources/economics/kondrati
eff-wave/

Bastian Herre, Lucas Rodés-Guirao, Max Roser, Joe Hasell and Bobbie 
Macdonald (2024) - “War and Peace” Published online at 
OurWorldInData.org. Retrieved from: 
'https://ourworldindata.org/war-and-peace' [Online Resource]

Theory
Using grounded theory, I 
established a theoretical framework 
in which future analysis will 
operate.
•Conflict: aggressive interactions 
between international actors
•Innovation: technological 
developments made for the 
betterment of  society
•Strategic: relating to securing 
internal and external power
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