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faoabm amo immrnms of terns

In tti* last Tew years, tha ciLefflentary schools havti been pushed

to add asre advanced oonoepte to tha ounrlculam* ilaror interesting

adclitLona faavan baen nada, but Oie writar ia ocNBoaaniad baaanaa aeoa

•doaatara and parants are advocating the teaching of reading la

« It does not aaa« that the average tir9 jear old would

bansflt from being tmight to read but that ha aoold gain aora tram

iMnrteg tlaa to learn to get Alaag with others in a taapygr and ralaxad

atwaptaare and to havs any- ehancos to achieva aaaoaaa* It doas

appaar to the writer that there is need Tor iqpmaraaant In tha {aTeaent

kiaAargarten program aad that thla pragaraa could gain fTma tka uaa of

aaaaat»d Montaaeorl oBterlals*

BUUmmt of x^ wottaa* The profeiLaa nasi (1) to studr tfaa

denrelopevant of t^ 14onta88«»l JNatlied^ (2) to atndx the oathods and

ataoriala uaed \jy ¥ar\B ilonte&sorl, and (3) to discover aom aathoda

and oBiterlals frois thla approach to learning «Atlch could ba adapted for

use in klndergartena*

JHKIKS£ S£ ^^ ,̂

3,tu<^« Syen though tbs values of the kinder*

garten are wau^, it is i.i;)ortant that this early part of a <^lld*a

adacation bo kept up to dita* Xaadiara mat be aware of oew Idaaa aal

test those idiioh aaats to be appHcalde in clasarooiaa*

-'-J* A. .'lorrls, "Can Our Children Learn Faatar?**, SatardMr
&fanin^! x^oat. 23l*«18, Saptariter 23, 1961,

V



Method is not a nev concept in •daoailon, but its revival in thia

country is relatively recoit* PeA/kpo parts of this method can be

utilised i^gr kindergarten toacbers to bring the program up to date

and Gxtmt0 hm iotereat for both children ai^ teachers*

With tlie kindorgarten progzvtm in nind, Uie writer decided

(1) to read as MUBh as poMible about the history and oethoda of the

Meot—aori Schools, (2) to visit the Hig^i La«n Ment—iin'i School in

£^unse Missloa, and (3) to bring tc^ether sms aethods and aaterials

<inril<^d by MarSa i^onteesori to xxae in kincter0uiMa«

LIMITS OF TR£ 31001

For the iwysss of this stud^, the kindergarten will refer

to the public school kindargHrlsa nM»r than to the private kindsr*

garten.

OF tmm vsm

Kindenaarten. fhe kiadnrvartsn is an e^watioaal see*
tiari of a school eyateat cAtaraotarised by orgaaiBSd
plaj activities having edoaational azxi soei^liaiac
valass. lbs kinicrg&rten provides op, ortuaitias for
MOf-eaqprsssioa ami trainiiig in how to work a»d live
tot*thar haraonioualy. The nxuvixmrnaeA, atarlals,
eurrleultB% aal prsgraa are earefuUy^ seleeted to
provide for child growth and dsveloposnt*}-

Mcpteasori I'lettiod^ The Moatessori Mothod is a aettaod
of priaary andi i»epriaavy instrootioi developed b^
hu*ia liontesBori, an Itediaa psychiatrist and

|)upll of 3eguin and Itard* Based on

•^Jarter S. Good. Dictionary of Education (New Xorki Mc Graw-
HUl Book Co., Inc., 1959), p. ^H*



"faculty" p8yeholQg3r» this oDthod emptauilses free
pIqrBioal activity, Individbiel ins truetioo, early
dmuUmeob of roftdiag aad wlting skills, am
iMiiif MaaMTy audi laotar tmlMng. Introduce<t

orlgixMiUy in IteOy, the sothod spraad to Fnglanrf

Md «• tk» UnilMKl 3tfttM bat his bMa gwwwlly ^~*— -•— -• ]jaii« la fftvor of the :^Vo«biilluk oetbodB*

HTiifOBr Of IBS MaimBsosi nowsan

BtSL Mat—aori'a Life, MariM ifcjuUMOil has bom in 1070

«t ChiATomLle in tha lO'ovincd of Anooni| Italy. She mm the oidy

child £roa a good ftadOy and we gLvea a good educatioo la the scieneee*

Maria defied Italias tradition (md booams the first vcama ia Italy to

enroll and graduate from ths Universitj^ of tUxm i^dical 5cfaool. After

bar gradaatioD as a doctor, she did poet^^^adoate work la philosoffay and

2
pvyohology at the Baychiatrio Cllnie at the University.

Her eoeoeae aa a etodoat Mas tarilliant «attt|h to promise a

hrii^t futiire as a i^iysician but it uas her ssdical trainic^ t^hlch led

her into the edbaatLflaal field. Her first step in that dlreetlcm cans

ulMDi aa an Assistant i>>ctor at the Piqrohiatrio Cllnio at Ihe University

of Hoas She freqasBkly visited tlia slnaa and inaaaa hospitals for

possible subjects. ^0 hsaaas especially interested in disessea of

defeetive children and in the social problunse of the peov* She sttacked

this protaem and caoe to the conolualAa that idiocy %iae not the prohlaa

•f tiK doctor only, but of the taaohaf aa vail. In addition, she con«

latadsd that pedagogy aore than aedLolaa aaiald lacrovo coiKiitione. The

llbld., p. 351«

^Uaaaj H« audaasch. Learning How to Learn. (New Xorkt ainahart
& Co., 1950), p. lit.



outgrotrth of hor agitation of tMs tfasery lead to the aBtiWirtiiM^ of

1
tiM State Orthophrenlc uobool la ld99« of a>ijch she

She aesarchad litorature Hast izifarms tion in training dcfectifs

ohildrea and found tba vritlng of ItartI and Seguln. i^ya startad to

appSLy Sagain*B pcdnciplaa of education. Portaips aoas of bnr ideas for

didaotjjo ntartala and geometric ineeta duveXopad ae a reauXt of tfai

aegoln Fora 3oard« Jfae waa even man oonvincod than he tbat tba proper

treatMat of tntel deficiency in children was wte an adacatUNoal

2
jjirobOLea tiian a nadical irobltio,

HoQteaaori oonbined the dlaoipline and trainlUK of asdlcina

«tth troBendous intuitive e^ifts. lier oi»oov*iry that tbe <MLdron in

the Orttepferenlc school, »ho had been diagnosed as idiots , vw oapable

of reading, writine and paawlng the Bon»n public school axans, con-

vinced £^« lk>ni«s8orl ttet nonael school children were aapabuLe of a

fraot dMl aare tbat mm custOBiarily (oqpected of tliiB* 3be realiaod If

this visual aotor imolveaent could ba utilized by tbe alow leanMNr^

ttam it should l»a oQMiljly valuabla for stiaulatlag the aequialtloii of

porotiption in aoraal cdiilOreB tad if apjAied would dndop tiwAr

ytraonalitiea la a wmenlUMm lagr*'

In 1900 she deaidsd to devota hav tiioe toward working with

aoraal children. Jb» wutad to iutrodttoa into tha cosbmi aohooLs aooa

of the teohnKaww aba bad used so effeeUvaly uitb d^footiire children*

^Flonoee iOiaabeth ward, iihe WeBteaaari Method and tte
Aaorican School. (Hew Yorkt The MMilSltlan Co., 1;'13^, pp.*>3i.

ilaritMsoh,
2Si£, oH»» P» ll**

%ld., p. 1J5.



For Sevan T^&tb, she carried on independont invostl^ationa with vmll

groups of schooL chllclran in praparation Xor tb» loiin work of bw

life.^

As a ProftsBwr of Antaun^pology at the UnlvarsitBr of Bam in

1907, IV* Hbntwsori initiated bar first Caea del Dambiol ( uhildrwii««

Boiun) in a tantamfe of Hone. She %)U afalo to provids custodiAX oars

fbr young tonoaent oMldran with tiie bopee of prevonting vaodaliwi*

From that tine on, Qr« Hontesscrl spent hor lifo l^turiagy vrliingji

direoilae retaarch^ asad estahllsMng in her aaks tosobsr trainii^

2•iara aad aabools* 3bB believed that tbs yuars iboa 3 to 6 vera

of utooat laportanoe for Ute devaXopaant of am&ery, roaaoo and vdll and

ttait ttda MM ala» tte Um for t)» developia^xit of tba ability to mJn

iaaiilaw nd f(i> tba oonatruotlon of the individual*

Hontbssorl in rjuropo. Accoptanoa of Itontaaaari'a tbaarlaa mA

praeUoaa vas quite nidaivread in the liluropoeA countries and SE^land*

Iftaravir tbm went giving l^cturoa and telling oi' her personal ojqiarioncesy

riie l«n behind intarestad groiva abo astaiOi^kad aohoola of tteir own.

lluqr of the publio sebools in i:«rope today eaplay itenteaawd a&tboda*

HoDtasjcri acboola v»r« opened tbrougtaoat Italy and in tiaa

aabools weva estalilisbed in ^.^laod, Fituaue, Geraaagrf Iraland, and

Spain* In ausaia the esar introduoad the oetfaad at the St. P«itarab«rg

Court Sohool. ^-Airing tbe saae pctriod, tba Uocosaalst woc^rasa of 3enie

proclaiaed ite approval of the tucbnique* The ».thou was Introduoed into

the kindwgartons of New South Wales, Austarelia in 1912. In Holland,

-••Ihid., p. llu

^Ibid.



pitpU nRHBd Anm Prank wroto a ftaoous diary* In additioa^

auqgr soboegUi nora estiblished In IndHLii*

i«Pl Is^ United 3ttte£, Or* 'foirtoiBCrt ctu» to

our oooBtrj fifto" y^rs ago to lecture and aiite kaoMn her idOM mft

nethods, Attor hor visit sbs wte ftttmted em tb» bftsls of edxiatiaatiL

taieoryS and on tha teala of eduoatiomX practicaa.3 th^ .,|eaa«t l»r

of an ineonaiatoatqr batmen ^bmry and praotlcc. Her Mtthoito «av«

3fl^d nAille her philoaopi^r oalXed for flezibilil^*

In 191^ tiMnre aert aeaxOy two faaadrad aatborlaaA aoiioelU

in the United Stttaa aad couaxULess othara naing her ncnae,^ but the

IfsotaMorl MBtaonnt had diaanMarod tieen tha Aaerioan atana bgr the

BdU!«1930*8 becauBo of tte» atronc apitaal of Uie t^iata of "pfcgtnmi'm

adtoation" and '*ohlld-eent«ra(l adocation" ^iiidi wora baiaf developed Iqr

ftvneia Par!:er, John Deiragr^ and vmiMM KHpatrick*^

In the United States the recent revival of

fSrat coacentratad larealy in Catiralio citdXea and aaong joaag Mrrl«4

6
couples and the upparHOdddle aod niddla class* fhe Catholic clergjr

^J. A« ?iarrl8^ "Ga* Oar GhSldren Loam Faater7%
^ 2^t2c, a^taabar 33» 196l«

^wmiM a* Kilpatriek, Iha i^onlaaierl Sjetm "rr^TTli

(Boston: Bao^tea mfHin Co., IPW. ^^^
'imol-f L, Cti:3«ll and aeatrice C* Goaell, T|^ Komel Child and

'tfilffiilT
^i^ducaUon. (dostont Iba Attiaaaaiiii Praaa, Oian & Co., 1^^
^dBi^aiB ^^oak and ifiUiyad U Hatfaaaaj* "Menteaaori and Xvadi*

tiootl Aaerieaa Haraecy- SaheeAs • dm fhajr «^ Different, r<yv Thav are
Alika% Sf^ftsask Wtmajpfim 128 1 20, March, 196?.

^Ibid*, p. 22.

^A. J. uiark, "Svaluatian af Movtaaaoari rostulataa in the Light
•f Bapiri^al H^aear^", Gatholin Bdaaatiainl aavlaa. &i6, Jamavy, 1963*



uad laymA bftd boon elott ia aocttiiting tbe anrser:^ schools b«»iu8e of

Uieir oasMl afaaoBfiwir> asA '4xi faar tteil* x'aoiljr sad ntllgloas tiM

could bo wNik»n»d if uMrtten reliigftttd U» roaring of their jmuag

childrea to socalar eduoatoors* Tlks disolpllno of tlie ^imtmsflri

Hatiiod and tto *iyhialT» on a plunBd a«BMoea of ac^lvitias ^IwlgnMirt

to lead to aea<lwto woric ai^patiLad to t}i«n« iSvoi though latu^ ocixtola

iMr<» aatahllabaa bjr groups of CeldboUto perente, it is taun r^^rtad

1
that tha mjorltgr are noziclsiioj4xiatloml«

Hoat pao]4d raadlag ttaa odgiaal writinj^ of Hotttasaorl do

not railiBo thai tbMM ara tua groups of ^nteasoriaas* Sis Xatax***

natiaiiaX MantMaoriaas &r& vaz^ rigi4 and would osver doKOSP aaythisg*

"tSaof rogard licMStMaarl a« *%ai]% eaut feosi hac-vaa with hnr ton eeanaad*

DSts"* 1!ha Agerioan Htmtesscal vaa rofivad by Saiai^ Hasiniseh and ^ba

2
had adapted and aada ehai^as in it to fit our way of life*

A amamGa of a mmEsmn school

llBHrical fttjgoaraogo. A lioataaaori daasrooa looks Koch tha

mam as a nodira kLatergKrien* i larga vol! Hgbtad room paixxisad in

light colors to ou aa^gr an the a/aa vaa raewaaaodMi by JiatttaaaordU

i3aooraticaas ar« fav and tha atOif pioturoa aro old favadtaa of eMlcirao

or paistinga vhiah tha ohildran bavd nada th^naalvas* IfNitaasflri ansi

Im» givan credit for wvelcsdiig «^ ahild aiaa furniture iiAiich wa b«s not

(xOy in bar elaasrooae but ^so in av^vy kljvlarsKPtMn aad priMuej dftM*

rooa» Tha low o^ea ahtdvaa ara also atftribated to Sit* Kontoaaori. Xharo

^poek aod Hethatn^, og, ^.^ p. 2J^,

^Stataaoat bgr ^« ^i^Iaa aillli^af Direotraaa of Bighlaim
Mantaaaoxl School, personal iiitorviav«



la • MMt of ordnr in the layout And mtsh open floor frpae* pond-tttng

chil(^en to work on ths floor. Tl» a)3MM»o of a tMeb«r*a d»«k is

noticeable. Ac^oiaiag tte clasmroon t^Mold be a large outdoor play

area idth gnrdKi ^peee JsmilslaiLe for each chUdu

apeparod yaif i-iiMint* The prepared entlnanat i« dMSga»4

by the atttlt before tb» ehild*e enlfWiiBe. Pbyeicel sad psychelogloA

aitoatlons are Mde ready to efdMaaae the opportunltgr t» tte iMldNHi

te learn thrtmgh tkw oKpcriaoeea prcidded. '£be enviroawnt la ftnlgwid

to help the ehild aohlBTe « senae of hinaelf, eelf«aB fitegy» and

aaatazy of the en-virauarat throu^ siioc^saful exeoutioA and rapa^UMi

of tdsUs related to ciltaral «i|»otatl«ni of their future. Childm

are paraitted to oQvecs tteaaelTse freely aoi thus tb^ refeal thslr

made and aptlti^toa* Iht eirrlr(»msnt nniat be prepared eo that tteee

natural characteriatloa will show \;q>*

Mmteaeeri balieved that order la a aost for the young (diild«

Sljioe alaoat errerythii^ ie oev to a GhUd ve anst not add to hie

frustoretions by ckanglae hia pbyaieal aarrooadini^a* A Mratoasori

elassrooin triea to svoid Uw loMoriag of oonfldanae lay preparing the

environaant aith 0roat c^tre aad ao minAalning thia «rdBr« Xba

fupcnalbllity fcr uBlntainlag order la awraaad 1^ the ^bild idMi 1»

ia in tiiie clasarooi^ but it aut be nsat, olea% ordmAy, aad

for Uie ohild, 4 ehild aan aapeat to find aaah aj^MPataa in ita

flIMKsific place each d^f

•

aaataiwrl believed thit edueat&en waa a pn^ration for llili^

not namly the amndx for InttilXectual i^cllla* SMh child baa hla



oua iatuitlTS aim, his self«'Klainslcn3«nent« If & child is not

to fdUeii his curiovitgrt he Xom» intsroet, but in a stinulAxong

•nfirosimnt be (piat • icj for learning and a s«lf«aotiTation which ho

will narer lose#

Bm klxii«x'«art«i also provldM « pevpup^i eavirenoMBl to giv*

ohiiarsn t MPdjrai of stitBijlatlon for laeurniag. Faortaqpt l^s streM

is plaeod on orchnr depsixding uptm th« tsaeher, but the U»al»v is

exnstcotl/ woarfelag to aroiws int«r««t and to w>tivmt« hat oIa«s tovwrd

ftupltor l3«nxii)g«

Qlsoi^laB* OxsB of Ik*. !$oab8ssori*s prindLiajes is tfas

prixxii.jflj& or f^roodom or "Ximrlr vithln Uoits"* Liberty is setivitgr

wdi Aaoipllat oooas tfareoKh llbirlir* tx^bur^ mmt be giddsd tircm^

aotivity to ind^eotew** WdtSiSMl beU«f»« ttet « ehlld can be

ealled disclpUned vfaea l» is MStetP of hiastflf aad can regilats bis

SM enateo^ and not wmnOj iten he is silent* This (Wttl|Hns is aot

liaitsd to the asbool but oaEtends itself to socittgr*

Hw vritsr fetOe that teaoliirs ap«a with Hontssswi tteii it

diseipline is to be laatlnc, its fswitetloiHi wat be laid dLcnOy aadl

oarefully aad tiaat tte first few dqrs of sohool ara tlia oost difficult*

Hm first idea for the flblld to acquire^ to be actively diseiplined, ia

to learn the difftewaee ba%wi»tt ri{^ and wrox«« The taak of tM

ilBSitor is to ase ttet the ehUd does not eonf\ise good idtb i«aobili^

and bad with activity as often hai^Nms in old tlw discipllJCMi* 0«r

aia is to diseipline for aetiTitgr and work^ not for paasiidtgr*

^Iterla iJeotasaarl, Of ifBrtHWi»i lli<iMrt> (OMfaridgs, Jlasa*s

SslMVt aaaSley, Inc., 1?65), p, 37.



10

fir* Honteneri kxaiv that oos^jlete £reo(lo« mp inirnrtlftt*

9m |AM«d tto» lurdan of control upon tbo cbildroo uvi tlMgr x«»p«ated

tor l«iwiing to direct their oHa MtivH^-* '^e liberty of the ohildnm

iMUi as its lindt the c<^eetiv« IntiMtte of the group* liipila iMonwd

to control thMt«lt»« btmatM thsy dlscoverod that hgr so doing thaj

ooold senwgMrti ttat thSag* tbslr iutsrest •naowifMl Itoa to

1

SiiIf*(&scipllno is indoosd la a child in a pra^arad enrirtM*

naat* Tba aMlitgr to shift ftom ooa aetlTltgr to aaotlMr aaoMaitatas

tii» aUlitgr to initiate, oarry tbrou^^ asd asqplats tasks in sooh a

vay as not to disturb the othar childrm with fliWRK* of scti'vltiss*

Qm ahild la taxig^t that ttiora is a correct my to do alaost ovai7thii«.

A haaia pHPt of 801f<*disoiplina is the child's awTMaaa of his ami

u The child 6nAopt a ceooapt of «crk and throu^ vark ho

oaUovoa a aanao of aatiafOctioa and purpooa* Haodfiil repatition la a

part of self*di9GipliD0«

MmoiMuti bsllovod that oultivation of silaaeo is ttaa firuit

of the jroaag etaild'a aalfontatssy* A otaild «ho ia not quiat is ast

dlscipQ-inod* Silenca is not oarol/ the cessation of apaooli bat tba

attantion of oiM*a lAwla baing* Iha child is not dLaoipOLiaod vi» ia

kopt qulAt ohlx beoaaoo of tba faorful proaoaeo of an adolt*^

.« v^ ^^^?"; f?^»> ^^^iS^^ gducationi f.ocrates to ?xmtooaarl>
(Hon lorki iUneliart & Go*, 1950), p. 567.

_ H« Baiteaoh, Learning Ho«f ^ Loam. (New Yorki
Atottaart & Co*, 1950), p. h% —

3•
^Ibid*. p, Ir?.
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IHaoliflltn tntidBB in three areM In a ilontatserl tHumt in th»

controlled onvtronaBnt, In tte tattohw vho is oontroUsd ud rMUI|f

to S88QMB the suthoritarlaa role if and whMi mMmmry, «nd in the

If • child bMWW ditordsrly or destructi'Mi tb« teaebear

interveaea* itrt o£ tiio ccmoapt of the praparad emrlronaieat ia ita

ppaaanatioQ for tie wbola group* The taaeber than iaolatea tlio

child's flfadoai mtter than iaolating hia from the group aa ia uauaU^

dona in a kindarF«rtmi aitoatitm* The «hild rsuat work near tfaa

tiaaliar and oonre with her i4»n ahe laenrea* When he ftMla Mpabla of

vorkins iiiituwiilwilly afaln, be ia frac to do ao.

Tim pMpKfd ttenrtroBMst attil^Uabw certain rulea of

babevior for the ohildcvn* The maek «f tlia cdiildreo wiUv %b» (UdMtlM

natariala ia aaant to be indapaodant but thogr my invite others to

tfMM la tliair vork, Thqr aagr aCLaa rafoaa partlcliaitian of othara mti

no child my touch a worktag diHd or hia work*

Ifaa ivitar ia of tbs oi^iuion that ^baaa diaeiidLiitirjr iwthoda

aipa wtlNr idwlistiB taut that m ahauld siriiw to achieve than ia

kiBdaritftaiu Taaeiiira are geoarally of the (^pinion that a (teiat child

ia a disoiplinod child awi lAiile this ia the aaaa vith aoot (diilOran, it

ia definitely not a valid opinioru If it vere valid what would be ttat

ewylanatioa for a tsacher, aft(xr being called from a quiet roon of work*

lag ohildrea for a short tios, to return to an unruly eXasaroea^ Moat

taachara raaiiaa that a buayf interoated child vill stay out of tronUa

yat He do often return to « dLaantarlj oiaaa, Parfaapa teaahsra need a

Ibid»^ p, h9»
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Xfiason from Montessox'i in duwiXopiae. ^^ qualltiea for MOLf diacifCLlm

in Moh (Mid*

Aaotbir ba»ilt to be utiliMd in tii9 kindbtrfirtw is that

of the iQdiri(lui3.*t ri^t to work alono* dtmvam tAmriog aad g«ttl«g

tOum^ vith otters trs smiIs «C fclndHrgMrta^ «s often teal to fos^t

t2is respeet ne awi givo to onsU psrsooilitar. MontMsoari resoffiiUsd

tte prias iojpsrlMaBS of tte ehlldia persomli^* Too Hyagr tiass t

child vm «ik UMtter diild if to my bslp with s oertain tsak and

if the Child ssars as ths otfaar ohild «ittor tslls tto tasohsr or

bseonss magey* On otter mmtUm HM Witir tes oossrvod • child

hiidQK difficulty with s tMdc «nd anotter ohild ^roluntoering to help

only nuloss tte situation worse*

3ev«nl tiawe duriJig tte writias ef ttiis rspert^ Interested

persons tew stated a eaante M&staten attitude or mltttadterstaadim of

HDotesaori diseipdlae* Sost lay poople and tsaeters libo tew read

about Cr* tenteseeri btiLi^tve ttet ter mthod is based on a larincipls

of conpOLete fTeecbm which thay inter|s«t as a laok of dLscifiLine* This

olaoonception seens to te quite widespread*

The role of tte teaoher# or* l4aBtess<iri jrefarred to use tte

tarn direetress ratter than teaeher beeaose tte job is net «» aoali te

teach directly as to direct tte child's ooBtioaous mxpplj of

into loami^. Great eqteeis ass jiUoed on tte direetress to set a

good eau|ile« Her role is to prepsre tte iiiiif!,mi—ill sad to iusure

llbid., p* 9U,
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fill children In it ftn eppertooltijr £vt &chi<n«n»nt «ad mocesB, 3hB

nurt mitdej|»te th«ir nMda and dvnSLop nt« Mark. fhreugUi oba«nri«»

tion (ih» nwt kami i*mi ia tbe pm»per tdac to introdoM n»« MtotriAl

to Meh liKtlviduftl* Rir i«rk is of no nwU laporttaM and it oalls

for • Idgh degMo of int«llle«acN»« S^ should twt tnborpeoe h«r

poraonalltQr botwn tho iMfnar aod Ms subjoot*

Id refiMooe to tho nilo of ^ ttiOhir^ Or* Moatoesorl

•141

Ste mat vRtoh tha nHfal<Hng life, to diaoom iMoh
Mis *^T^»^—

»

cad lidiik aid ita gitwtbi jQdslaiBa hmhrvIm*
M*tl1rilt> vridaB note of dlmirdBred luu iiawU aad tiaoaa

tthat aaqproaa coxtant of Utoughti learning how ste tsay

iMOp tat aSaaya IsaMise ^ la<^ ^^^ aotlritBr aaat oona
fiNM idthlB tto ohild* Tbaa tn a aplrit of lora, aartlaa
aad reverence she vrnj heilp huaan ewla in thtir atrogglaa
totMu*d aotda^aaaut af miu:^^

Mat alfio relnfcaree the ohlld*8 aaaaa of hie

oit& vorth and intareet his in oontlnoal ota31eagaa« B^^auiia on

individual work frees t^ ohild to work at faia ewi paaOj^ in bia ONB

way^ on faia ma peojwtt onhurrlad tagr adalte and outalda tfaa veala

ef oeapatltimi with others* A i^nabossori olssa alXews the child to aaa

that be has to mtice a o^Kdoa*^

HtimtB taaabara are too aatteritaUvo in tha junaia aobeela of

tlie preaant dagr and it tA0k% ba vaill for each teacfaar to rewloata bar

alaaBrnaai preoadaraa* Ite writer is of the aviaiaB that jjnMie school

taaohare laam tapre oi tha iod&vidual persomlitiea of tte «iiildk«B

than the lionteeasri taaohara* FvttLio aehool taaatotra aM liiiir aiai

^NMria Mootaaaori* r^ i-Jonteesori Mrirtl (8av lorkt Fradevlok
A. StolBss Co*, 1502), p. n6.



parflomUty to bbIbb tte aitBrlil oer« IntaraattiBr aod ci^iMliag to tht

eMldnn. Fx<c»a this Intaeractlcm of pcrsonalltios, «• gala poTMStl

MtleftBcUon vhich r!mte3sorl toaotem do not cspect to ax|>erl«n»e*

OKily elato roatiiw. Upon errival in tbs fiM% llBiit«M«l

sehool estBbllsbed in the sHjom of Sooui, iAM ofalldren were inspoetml

for cleanliiiMt* Asir hnAa, tix^slnrmdla, ncHdEi, ears, ttoms^ Md

twHtti ware ehe<Heed* Tidtlnssa of tmlr vao oonsasxtad upon, AttenldLaa

Hi!} call d to tears, rips, aoil, alaaix^ buttons, and dlrtgr idboaa ta

ht&p childrctn observe thiialirea and to talea ma Istaroat in ihcir

•IpaMraooa* Saeh <Mld uaa aUewed to take a batb onca a vaek md

^ta^ wnpa ^van instmeticna on how to daan ixp with a watar pitebMr

and baein on otiwp d^ra* Aftar the chlldvva wava ^baolsad tbaj Islpad

aaoh ottiar pat on apo^ns and claaaaad vp tba alaaaraaa* THibj used

dost i^Lotbaa, broons, and other cleaning aids neeaaaarsr to loaaj^ tto

MM olMn. Xha ^M14nm Hmk teak their placoc for tfao iTioming pva7«ra

aaA hgnvi* Iht fahMP jUiliiH lnliid<ftial chlldraa on cleanlinaaa and

oaMawtad an the quietaeaa of apoolflc chil-'rcn. At n\ia tine tisa

aldldraB tiOkad with tbe taaahw' of thoir own aettvl«laa« Aagr war*

ineoBMgad bgr hor to uae topics adaptad to plaaaant eoatrersationa.'^

The raaaiadar of the saomiag was apant id1^ tha appaxtitua. tbe Xunoh

waa aarvad and tte diahaa alaaaad vp bgr the ehildrae ttaaaaalTaa. In

tha aftMraaon ^gpartedty was given for nape and for other aotlvltiaa

aaeh aa gjaaiaatiea, outdoor slMy, eardndiis* awl aora tlaa fiar tha

taachlns apparatus*

^lenteaserl, o£j_ cit.. p. 121.
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At High Laim Sofaool, aftor taineiiig up ttieir jackets and

mmiUtB, the ohUdm cboM aotivities ttom the ahalwa uKt wMt

ri|^ to work. At ons tine ikaeix% tb» aornlng, tha ttMliir atruek a

<rikord on tlM» piano and the diilciE'en intarestad in singing cams into t}Mi

roon nMO* the piano. Othar children vent ahead vith their work.

After eliding for about ten 8daatMi« the entire group fonad a line for

group aotLtttiea outside. The children were dJeBrfeeed for outside

free play before Ieairiz« at nooo*

Tb0 atoosptero at Ri|^ Una wui relaaied and aoet (^naren mm
ooct;^ed at their ehoaea taak* Soma ohildren unrlaid in saalX gron|«

Iwt aoat work was indLyldual. i^iaeiiaina vas not aa £Lra as had betR

•sheeted Igr tlia obeervar, nor was the atiiool aa quiet aa had beea

l^iyig^jBI,* AXtboui^ thare are nuv vorthifhile eta^paemttt

in this method of eduBatlea» it is the failing of the writer that wa

abovad be open»aiiidad mwt^ to adalt that tbare are wealmeaeea. In

Adapting Menteaeetl to the kindergarten or to any other classroon^ the

taaelMNr Aenld tzy to coniMtaate far these shortocniines. She slwuld be

avere of then and try to itnlartte their effects on the children*

£volyn Btqrer etatea that the didactic nit«wlAls fooua too

narrovly oa the learning of speeiflo coxieepts of size, texture^ and

irttape Kith the aamaptim that the anatavy of these is the only way to

prepare for latar akilla* Ihe mteriala are dealgned to be vm»d in onSj

«na MiQr» Hutting 4ali|^ in diacoTcxry or creatiog aaw uaet* Thare is

an abeaiaee of creativa oateriala. There is on artificial fooua on

ritiuQ. and nateBry of teohniq^e, rather than on function and delist in
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thi nroeess as uoH as oonplotloa of a task. Also lacking, sha ^mUs,

is Xi» tmrowms of itetttag out; of Oto isinrtanoe o/ TseXtnga aa(Mp%

Uiose of 8atljif)^U.on in corroot aoi eucoessful aohiaveaiist* Ttwrc srs

n» r«al «|^;«rtuiiitlM for 70clal iateraetlon, dranatic pligr or rola

Smb of tliaaa eritlcisns aet^a to be juatlflad but ths writar

feiSis ttat a»ny of %eae can b« overoom by edtpttng tfae orterials to

oar QNu naada tsad filling la with sotivltias wa fOal to be of ii|>eartBaoa»

IWTKSSOai

7h3 luiirtewo Mgnttttafl cats to tke tndniiig of tiv

la poHag^ tha asat dlatiaguiiiai^ Msvk of tlia approach. %• btli«fa4

t^t thore is a cloaa relatiaBlhlp Iwlwaaa tte aaoMa aaa u» Intallect

and if tha aaoaaa ara aaipioctodt In tba Mrly yeara tbo Intollect iK>uld

att 4av«tl<9 as it 8hould« a« wWnil 4i«tlfl|» finar oattioda of

dlaavijdnition la maf tUSLM,

So caao uafOra HaBtaMori bad straoaod tka iaswrtanoa of ttai

Sdl^tatlaa of aafaooX tork to tlie indlvlclnal child ao laaeh* :3ia

MUaaadi ttet anythlig UlliBh aaawad doan the child* s d&velop«3iit waa

duagfitwa so aha aaaoarased pupUa to work at tholr ova rata and

oomaBtrmte on idiat Intavaatad tbao. Mootaasori uead sehool nateriala

to davaiop latant aUlitias and to scavo currttrt pcvkO-mn, aaah child

2
vas studied and oboanad inllridualljr bofore baiaf tnght auythii^.

^SveHyn Bayar^ •lat'a took at Hontaeaori"- Journal of miraary
MttoatiMU l8a3-$, 2tovaabar, 1962.

'*

^Sola. op« cit« . t>. 566^



3LT

Rp»8entat|oi^ of miMeSalw, The lossoas fdth the at<laetto

Bterlals are IndlvidDAl and Irerity in pr««t»fefttion is a nMessity*

]]btt^ givM «M«lliBt «dvlB9 to tmahwa lAien he aajs, *L9t tfcy voards

bo eoumbed"*^ Other qualltlos ef tiiia lemone are sini^littit^ mod

objeotivltgr. llwgr Meet be preemted in such • way ttait tte porecoality

ef the t»eeob«r ehall dieeppeer tuid call attention ool^ to ths object

belBg ehoiBU Ibe teeehir aavely demDnstrates the oetferial with as tm

as posaible so that the cdilld will watoh ber bantte rather ttun

After Hm daaiwstrsti^ri, Hm ehild atteqpito the ^cerolee

tilMSiTf Itai teacher ebeervee to note the depth of the child's interea%«

his facial ecqreaeion, mA the leoflj^ of hie interest. If the dnHA

dees not uadtaretaad^ h« is not nade to feel he has aade • adLstel»« anr

is the IsMwa repeated* A ^xlld in a Montessori schoca is never told

that he is wrong*

It is n&eeesu7 to teach the iti^rtenM ef dadUig even the

flMdl taeka well. Zte child begins to see «r<lir aad aequiree ImdepewW

enee tvon working bgr hlweeJf. Re laems to start and fini^ « job and

understands itet he can do. As Dr. Hontessori ssgrs "oesssetenoe breeds

oonfldenoe".^

In dseiding tl» eoarreot timing for IntroduetLcm of new

Rterialf the alert teacher will recognise and nurtore sensitive periods.

^ifaria Mtmtesseri, Ihe Wmateseori Method. (a«diridge« Maes.f i

Hebttrt Bsnttey, Inc., 1^/6:,), pTlTi:^

*«*—*—^, osp. cit^. p. 52*
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"SMcudtlTB period;} are cbunutftrlMd fagr «a*a end dadlght la spMifie

lawmlm «ad tgr ttot vmlL alMndMawot of tlia cldld in a oboMn ta«ic«

If thasc puriods ar« !>«•(} or if ft <^lXd is bold teek, dUfiouimea

caa oeciup*'^

^R» ntariila are pcaaftotod aooorvlLiis to tba XaaMM
jOan of S«^;uini (a) aasoelaUoQ of tfat sanaavx pareiq)*

tijoa, with tho oass, (b) rooogrdtlon oT tha objacta bgr

mm, (o) nifharlng Oif tba oaae 4iicih corraapoode to
tbo object* Ilia pvooadoro la fro« a fow ateviOy
cootraatad ouj«ota io EttiQr uiUi slighter lAiadta ot
diffaranoa**

Tho follotfiog ia an aoBuipla of tbo tfaraa atopa of S<^uia,

uaad in a leaaoo on tou<A} (1) The taaohar Ht^ly dtetnm tho child*a

fingers aa ttaa aaadpapar beard aayiafji '*Thi8 ia nyugh*** Sha drav«

tho <ftiild*8 fiagurs over tha aaootb board aayingf ^Ihia la aaaoth"*

(2) The taaebar aaya* "Shov m ro^i^"* "Shtm m aaoath*** (3) The

taadMHT then pointa to ttea one at a tine aaying, "lOait la Hiia?''

If the child ia correct ha lo left wltli tha Mteslal; if ha ia no^

corraet the Umdrnt deea not oorraot htn or point out hu error*

fiterlala f^ jyactical Xjfe. In apealdLiig of ^m maua of

tbe praotieal exarelBea, ilMt^aori aald^

V« are incliiiad to WLlmpft tint efaildraa are like
PKpjp0tB and we wah than and faad thsM like della. m
do xiot stop to think that the child who does not da daa«
not know hoir to cto* ilo aurt« naverthaleafty da thaaa
thinga. Mature has famidMd hia with tte phy«loal aaadft
of carrTing on tbeaa various aotlvitiaa and vltb tba
inttalliictual aeana for leftnilng hov to do tham« Our
duty touard hia ia every eaaa, is that of helpiag hia

Smm H. Hank, "itoflectione on i;be aevival of tbe Hootaaacrl
^•*<»^* 2& JoMwal of {farsegy gdaoatiaa. 17:133, May, 1962.

^Ward, 02t cit^. p, 60. ':
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to ttki A cootsaout o£ aiob lUNiAil &ots as naturo iatmvMd
bt rtiould pcrfora for hinelf.^

Vm tirat of thA thTM eJjUMM of training in tiMi llmtMMVl

is tte practical training* In orclsr to bo ytsclly froe and

#f childraa n»i learn tb» sidlla of daily life. Urn

iKeamiBbn IneXudo such acdvitioo as drossii^, buttoningf ond Igr^

000*8 owi ataooo« Iho tldldron are taugM hotioobold tasks as pourinf

liquid fzoa a pltofaar, i^jliahing, pvvptr mqni to dast and awoop,

and thejr are roapcawiUjo for tfao care of the elaalta'oott* This stago

aloo iaeludea a playfaoMO of «bich the childron tako ohargo. 1%o

objects in tfas houso ara troakabla ae tte childron uill loam to bo

careful*

!Eha MBntosaori OMtoriAs for teaching tho lessons of

practical life include a MTloa of eight wooden fk«BBs msasuring

about ton iagr tuelve Incbea* Steh unit is saoottal/ finiabad and bolAi

tH» pleoet of colorful fabrie vith a series of fasteners to fit sooidl

fitters* These £nmm aro ditt|ni4 to aitivaie ths ohild to dreaa

lAmMOLtf to develop liiiliipiniiiHej t» atrtijtlian snail fillers, to

develop haadnajo coordination^ and to hold atteation* Two of the

ftWMNi ore for loraetioa in buttoning both large 9tnd aaall buttons*

Otfaara teaoh aippli^s^ buckling, bow-toying, Isclagf etmy^fiiag, ani tbt

vao of tbs hock and eye. IfaiM HBteriils are a elf•correeting and

should the oshild nahe a adstake ho raoogniees this and can correct it

talaaolf*

^aiaatotb Harrison^ The Ubiimgori Itothod and the
Xindariarlea", gnif^ 3%afs aarogu s£, Miaeatf^ BkOlatia Ho* 28^
19iU, p* 16.
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Huogr aetlfltise of this typB ire fouttl In tlit

klntorgurton roov. ChildroQ b^p with ctastingy utteriBg of jfljmta,

KiMMiiiig of £l0b axti elawrooK p«t«, aod sorutolng taUL*s* It nlfibk

be worthwhile for tMohors to consider otlitr pnotieal Iomom tor

ldUii«nMPleaBrs« Ihe lAMft pftlloMng nmtiAe of value to nost fliw

jMT oldSf woidd Include putting donm a paper, putting on an aproa^

•ir««d£lng th9 ix)lish, shirdng the sihoes, eleaning vp tba nMs, and

•U the while working hard to evcdd getting polish on acgrttxing but

HaterHIs for dBix0.opBiBnt of j^^is eqasaa. Derotlior Qufield

nUMr states that the <&daetle aateriala are to atlMlata the child*a

dMifftt to aet and learn flbt9i»0k aotion^ to provide tl» ohild with

aetl(m which wjll give bi« better control of hla own bo<^ and with

powar and lAAA ahall lead faia aitWNilly trosi a aiagla action to a

difficult one* Umi fwrpoM 9i am liwrifj wtarial is not ao

«eh for saw iiftPteaiena fell to giva yfitw t» ttaoM lapraaslaaB alreac^

2
raoeivad, True kaande^ eadata in ordored vyi^m of relatad Iteta.

I)r* >:ionte8s«rl believed that the home and aohocA have not

ratOLiaed Uie ia(«rtanao and inter-rclationa of aDtosr-eenacnT- develop*

MBt* 3he also bellavad tist ai^t and hearing had been overvalued kbA

ttio tactileHmaeular activities undi>nwluad« Ihe hone and aebool hato

too aaldMi aottc^t to know and eorreet curable deftete and to i;lan

(qnitoaatic tx«ining aanrelaoa with anitabla wtteritls*^

""^ ^^*"nJtMR'UJ'5U) '. Ul '
and Parento. (Caabridge, >iBs8.t

Bdocatlon« (r remo^ CalifI, i Aeadeaff ^h^4 Rreaa, T962), p. 30."

^*^rd, op, city. ? 55»

• r!, Standing^ The i-tontcssorl Method! A r: vrlutlcn in
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Altiumi^ >^m1wmSStte±*m aateriale do not poscMu tfao

>«8sibilj.ti&s Uat lie Ja tiw kimiorgarfn toys axxd faKiod*

vork, taMT wterUXs <k» su^p^-ly a reoogolaed oMd for tl»t stage of

grovtii in the young child irtdoh dMioto nctivity for activity**

nte and la tiot coztceraod ao moh uith tixi* kind or activitgr aa with

t^ dficlre to 'an doing eooMldaiag* iMa attga can <iaMle|> into idla

dKHdULOK 0r diaatruotiwnMMi uniUaa saciafi&d with oatarlala aasily

huuHad and quickly £;Aat>ar«d« If afooh aatarial ia providsKd it ana

ba th» beginoizig of an important l»bit - succeeding at \dm% ona undar*

takes.

To untrainad obaervors in a kindaz^urtna or « Hmtaaaori

allMMroMi it would appaar tl»t ohildran mm laaroly involvBd in play

aotivitiaai bowavar^ aa kiadargartan teaoliara aay, "Our play haa a

purpoaa"* So a aaall child jday is work and is his wy of exiaoriiig

aoct tasting ideaa* Iha aost effeotlva taty of laaming iovolTaa

aanifulation and aalf-daproviMttt in a play-Ilka aituaUon.

Maaar aotivitie£; aro a part af 2iBtttaaaori*8 sttiao training*

ij^Garoiaaa and ajqperiaanta in taating and aaftlllng aro incluotod aa wall

aa aealad bells to u«i>v<«lop pitch racognltloa and a»tctaii« toaaa. Sound

teutaa arw also a i«rt of Uws anum training*

Laaoana in toicUav inoluds aaadti^aiiar and aaooUi board cooiiari*

aana, differaat gimdaa of aandpapar^ and fabrics varying in textura

frofii v«rt>y fine to ooaraa« Wma a abild ia oaafidtiit tfaat he )ms sastared

these axeroiseai ha ia peroitted to try attcblng t}»» similar tsxturas

tdian blindfolded*
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HK^gr iMiwni are jaivolwd witb tli« ^linisvs «ad Vtm bOLookt*

kwong tim parpMM* of tlnso acUiilU«s are the early d»vAojp8»at of

the MOM of touch, 8hMrp«Gdag of tlw mum of sight, dlscrioiusitioa

of slM and fons, devalopa Idoas of length, height, width, area, and

volune, end stiauQAtea dtevaiopioMjiit of spatial coiicopta. All of theaa

activities can be a greater challenge when atte)q)tad bdindfoldad*

Otbsr actlviUes of Interest and benefit to kindmrfarieanra

•ra aealed color taliLete to devel^ anurenesa of color differaaoea,

color dlBcrlmlnation abllitQr* anJ to inoraaaa appraelatlcHi of colore

in the child* a «{firon8wnt« The initial work inTolvea naaiog the

baala colors and the goal is to be ahla to sort the shadaa of each of

^M ali^t colcra Qcom the deep colora to tho very eoft tints.

Ib otnarvation at High Lawn Sehool the vriter noted another

anee amroiaa eaeily adaptable to the kiadasiiftaB* k bllndfoldsd

child vas sittJjig kitfare a bairicet of mixed nutineate* Arooal the

bukit vara llvi mtXL tttitee* fta thlld picked up cos mt at c tim,

fadt it carefoUy, azxl placed it in one of the dliAiaa* i^ien the basket

iiaa eqptsr, the nuts had been aueoaeafiilly sorted into the flw diohea

each holdii3g one s;^x:clfio kind. In the kindergarten, this could be

varied idth the use of raugb and aaooth rocks, f^ruits, buttons, and

anmrotts other lteg««

Materials for final phaaea. The third part of Wiailasaori'a

adacational progra« la devoted to the devdopasnt of w?a4ftiitff akilla*

Tbm aaterlala are preeented only as the teacher notea a readLneee aad

atgr net bo used until then, aad until deaonstmta^U



SKflosion o£ nmuial dexterltgr into writiag eoi>^i0«ft tte

first part o£ tiiis fioal stag** An "«aq;£Loaioa* ia dftfintd l^r ^HMlMi

liwfiliori aai

t ajntxttetia of abilities prepared Mpamt^ tusA

bursting oat In a tmi activity nover befbre attoaptodia

SttSh wcfijoaiom ars prepared by purpcoofulf attroottvo
aod oft-^epoated activities eaoli oaalnr tbsn tba fiml
OOB*^

Sfas osoM terainiae for triting )xH;ias Ccrmilyr vi^ traeiDg

wnlpqpor lettors vith flngirs* Whna a child can do Xlbis oorroetly^

ho trlss tracing tho lottsrs with his c^os closod or blizKifcld^l*

to gsia joooH e«atroly tbs cfaiXd imotieos coloring ouUiaos of

pietorss as noil as tracing geonstric sfaopos and filling in tbo sbtpot

with a ocQtoat«d ponoil* '£he ehild Imrm tha somids of tho letten and

is tbnt givaa a boae of cardboard lettiurs* Words aro aads of tho lett«rt

and tho child dovolopa a sasU vocabitlBxy of wctrds ha can read sad

span* tbs ronAB are oolorad blue and the oonMnanUi aro rod and soon

Iftwt cMld discovoro that each vord has at loaat ooa rod latter* Tbs

toachor gives the child paper and pencil at tho proper tiao aa4 ttm

dictates tiorcto giving tho aound of each letter. An average foar year

old spendto abcut six i^eeks at t^^ stags boforo aetutl vritlag la

dofOloyodU

Additional aaterlala are availatflio to aid the ao^osion into

reading and nath coaooD'te* Soall and capital cardboard letters aa «folX

•a wird and pfaraao oards are oa^SUgrod Xlor reading* Mitorials for

^Itexio MoQtossori and Clauds Clonaont, ''Hontessori and tha
AKtpar FroedoB*', Yearbook o£ l:4agatioa. 1957, p» ltl7*

^CfliU, <i^ civ^. p. 5?0«



^

^mnHapmat of mthtttietil concepts include seoaotrls ihnpft imots,

gtOHBtrle eoUdB, saodlpapor BsnibeTSy wnter c.-^rda, ccuntdng :i3cs^

All th« devices in tiilB iMt jfdiaao are foaad in aeot

form in nost kisdorgarteBS* the vrltor bolievBs that pextftpt 1»o

wall iwydiiiii3 is placed upon iimm M toys and thsir iiqportanoe &a

iMOnaing and tffcMng devicos flhouLtd be lMprtt3d«d upon chl3.drttn*

Xa«eher dhMOiwtaretlons to childtran shoiild be {deisitd aikt e«rried

tfercttf^* Chlldran Iteking la resdini^Kt aehould not bo dopcrl-vcd o£

nsalpulfttins these MBtari«ls«

SdaoationBl geinii^ if any, of Mtnteseevl popdlB ov«r

Tcmiliters tiu^t conRrftitlonally h«-ve not been docraaented, McKitessozltai

havQ not o(W|£L»tedi reaenrch on thB method*s leamins '«elue» NeitfcM*

Hie S«S*A* acr tbo 0nlted Staiee Cfflee of Idoieatioa batf a foxwl

stfiod on NBQteeeori.

ScMM edaeitcre ia fkvwr of the ikHMwwrl sjratea ham

estlaited ita ntlue, Tbs children ef 'Mtby School in Gromariob^

Cenatcticut vere eatlaated to be tw y«a» ahead of oMldron atl>aadLng

2
prifate aohools and three years ahead of tlieae in tbe pabllc schi^ls*

A* J« Clark otatea ttet atndiea of the mluea <a mnmiy aehools seMi

to be in conclueive but %be> wluea of tho Montessori .%thod seeni to

^•WhaVa i# SpeelidL ateut »w*e«sori Schools?*, Oood House*
tBmAD£» X$Qtl6k^ >Jly, 19614.

"~

^"Wtaiitioa*, Xi», liiy 12, 19^, p. 63.



ritOH up, Ja London, tl« Montesatorl etwScnts entering a tradltloml

2
BQbool wore all achmnoed at lo&st on* srnds*

Stanley SrSpj^flOr reportad on an American Investigation Igr

W, P. Aygjr. In » two y««r jrogjrwi, MontoBscrl tetsfaan «Bz4:«i with

fortiy tettin diweed ohtldrtti and thirt^jTMOoe otbsrv reoel-ved erttaod«K

•doeation approiarlBte to thalr iiourolo(-ical Injury, The experineotol

class uaed Hontessorl neterlala md th« oontrol class reoei'rod ^te

stwBtterd AduMtion used for Irain dtansgod childran* Ig^jronremeats

wr* Bicolficantly gemim.' In Ute Mostesttorl clsss t^m In the control

claaa* tbay sfaoiMd nl^nifiOBnt iiiiprovi^tisnt In educational sttelnnsnty

Moud skills, and apaedli but not in aostaulatLxau The c<ffltrol group

BMlt slgr^ioaat loixrovsMoii onl^ in edLtoational attainaant and that

MBS not as zauricad as for tha matsBg.ori class*-"

SSiMUa AND CCSCLDSI(»

Tba lit«eratur«) was rafiawad to gain Inaigbt lato %\a

fsaalMlity of cosiilaaMistlns the IdndtargartaQ js«graB with sone of tfas

aataridla and nHtotft itwH^gttd liy Br* Htirla ftontossorl. This was

attaiptad nifh ti» iOm m% pavtaapa aoas of thssa natcrials would

halp oJhil<lren develop a laettar raadiaass for roading $ai othnr first

gnOft aetivitissy aad tb.».t by going daapar into readiaaaa expsgpisasaa

yaraats and edjcators ulio ara iTushing tha loading pdragnua lato tha

Idadargartas would he pacified*

3Stanley Krippner, "Evaluating Pre-Readiness Approaches to
Reading", Education . 87:llj, September, I966.
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71» revlM of Uteratom 9bA th« visit 17 tbs vrltar to tho

Hitfi Xjhh MoatoMori Sakool in ShftiiaM ia.0»lo% Kmmm rvvaaa*^ thut

tboug}! Ea&n;r adaptfttioos of tte Ifotttt^saotl wterlals are round in aliaosi

«U. IdLiKtergerteBs^ tltare are others that would appatr to be of iMoaflt

to fiva 7«ar dda* In aduiti£>a to thaoa wterlalc, sona of He*

I'bntttsacrl* a Mttoda ^vnm oooaidoration and trial. Kar ideas

correayood 8urj>riai(;^ wall with new idtoas about aarly laamLng

iMdoK 4ennAfijp«d 1^- today^a psyoheloglatSf bahavioral aoiaatiate^

oMiroIoiistay and ^dueatora*

itt)Mt«rs accept bar belief ttMt ymuig ehildroa are oa^«bIa

of latrnlBg and alao her beliof in the i^portanae and effectivanast

ttf utiliaine tho child's seaaorjMnUn' ia>vl8es as aida In XMraing*

Vtetuver ttM Aild ta«ara« sMOf and touuhss are ia|)crt(mt 6ti::;ulaut6

to lernlngai UndtrspunlMi teaoters eeo the i^parlaiM of the prcp»red

•andvaonent «a tiientiwl in t^ffective teaohing md lemming*

'
. . COWXTJSIOH

Qbeanatlon la a VkgA^mvA school indicates tba sxtent to

iMeh ttM iiu*nrn prasrescLw aorea^nt, i^itb its egcbasis upon fkvedoM

in tba oohool, the n&turftl develojpaBat of ohildrea, aid ^Stm \u» edP

inatructiooal aaterials^ is indebted to the work of Ifadasia riootesscrl*

It is irecretsbSA tfaat pooi^e are unawnre of her cootribotlcMas led arvwa

Itwugh ttera ia vidBspread aeceptanco off ISoutescori, tha opposite

•xtreiae respeoso is present too. It is Aj^^parent to the writer that sa
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iatalligeat—taittifc of Hmtawml it needodU After «o doiag^ «•

mn Moept tte IdMs that ar* stllX imdld and r«J«et pnwtloM vSiich

ia ttos light of id»t la knoMft about ehildron and pagreholegir todiQr»

are no loK^pnr useful*

la vlev of the informtlon gBlaed^ It Is appn>ent tfant

MMsgr eatlvltlea alreadtr taAac nt&llaed In the klndergttrteai aj!« a

dvrslojiattnt of iterU Hcmteeaosd. In ads^lltion to tite traciitlosiil

Hnatesaorl MBteriala^ mterltla idhlob mvld t^pjpmr to be uaed

adfUta^KMuOy In tba kladerg^urten hmm recently been dev^oped*

fiMwe aBterlals uoold be «»ed to •apj^L^iatnt thoae already In use end

tliGMM avftllable ooes»nreiftlly, mangr ocmld to eaaily and ine^qienelvely

\f^ tMMlllBKV*

If ijotateaisaclia Itudgbte oan be adapted to tibe demada of

IJobUe edi»»atl<m, then tbe revtral can sake a peraMMBt eontrlbutiOEi

to Aaerlma edaMUen. tbe ^antemori apitNMli to Indtoptatfeni aetlvity

through solf-corrective dldaetie nato^iala and the eayhaala of IndivlduaA.

dtmHasmnt has been so successful with very young ohildron tbat

ktnder^urttta teachera aiijlit do well to lncc»rporate tide Into an

aiTproprlats tctndercarteB fhiloaophy for Aaerloan diildren* Her oontrl*

batlem of eelf-choeeB moA eelf«direeted aotlvitlMi to intrlneio !aotli»»

tlon Is also invaluahle. Another of her rewarding Ideas «aa the use ctf

qpeolflo activities or apparatus to cmvoot or dsveXop epeeiflo defleienBiee^

iSdooatgrs auat nodlQr tenets about ordatlvity, diecliaiiiB and

teaeber training to eiiit the needa of tbs Aneriean children and their

envlronnant. stahL adveeatae the need for wre structured training in
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of peieeofptml skills, both vlstial and auditory, in th« kinder*

tH>t«ii and mty» that ofaildrea need O3iur<>polnt iAion training*

Qp. Kenntth 0* Umbd, k specialist in early odue&tion at

liMMslMrs Celleett, ColndjdLB University is especially interested in

adaptix^ M(mte6s<ttd*s uork to Aaerleaa needs* He atated^

J^cators are viewing thie as an opp<artuttity to b^in
fisnaiiation work in the aeadonio diaciplims* Oils approach
dswOLoixi early »th as wall as early soiense and ooeial
selence fro^paM* It is aiasd at layisg the gi'^undwortc

•• iM|i«rtasfc M tbe cAiild aonrst tbroaijb 8c}m}o1«^

Ia addition to this ho asserts^

Ml (Mtn iMA WKUih tttm tim Montos&ori kvpemth. It
has SOBS keys we h&ve overlooked in this country. CUldroa
mmA to i>» challengod «i^ will resi>QBd very povltlvoly to
tMfes tbaj eaa do and rovolts they can soe loasdiately.
ifontossori has been consiiikired too rigid beocose the
sterials Most be usod to dswmstnite tixtd eonsopt*. htdt

X <seel this is offsst Iqr flexitaaiV in othor areas*'

Ths eurrent odosatlaaal dinate is condoeivo to M(mte»>orl,

ytrtieiOerly with the eqtesis on Bead Start and euLtoraUy (teprived

slaai schools as that Ignpe of oultuzwl deprivation was what ahe sou^t

to allevjbate* Qis sense-stiniaatlnff MisriAls sad stsp^oetay

activities provide for perceptual and concep^aa growth not poasiblo

in a dreary hoas enriroawmb* If these aoterlals are asda available

at sensitive periods, they win fostsr wxinai gemtiu Bar gosl wis

^Betty Lou Stahl, "The Slndar«Brt«a*8 lissponeiMlity^,
XUIaslfi i^atlon. $Bt6z, October, 1966.

^Kenneth teann, "KindarsarteB for !ftKisy»B Ghlldroa*', T£

Journal of KAioation. 60t25« ^pkdittr, 1966*

^"WhatU so Special about liontewierl SohoeOsT", Good
15a »65, iiay, l?6lt*



%o b»lp th@sa obildron toward a mato satisfactoory ac^uBtMnt to life

Md «ptA fior UasM tte doors to ftxtaaw s^Lf-l^uvraflMait*

ilost OilaAatQrt Agroo idth HMtoMori ^lat until early

•daoatloa ia Midi WM|»altM,<i in ita oirn right, anci oot aarely readimas

for the euppoaadXy tml e<bioatioa uhloh baglna at aix^ them will te a

oontiantd vaate of hoaan potential and a correapondiag aMd to build

j^te aaeietlag aeteol pr«p«w mt* renB<ttal than pntmtlrs aopecta.

;''>
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Ite purpoB* of thia otudy ms to dstandaa WhethMf angr ^
lbs Mttaods «r Mteriaas of Iteria Iloataaaori oould te utilised

<BHHMiiifft?T?y in tii0 HTKHrnrtiii

u

A r«viiif of lita*«taM mm axis witJti MiislMuili of tte follow*

ing areas t (1) Idatary of the Hontessori JUovMsnt in totb ^Jozopt

and Uie Unitod ^tatos, (2) types of Mfttariala uaod in Itoiitaasori

Sobools, and (3) llMiteaa«ri*a aathoda «f han(fling chilctrao*

In addition to thi roviaw of literature^ tb« writer vlaitMl

tha High Lawa MaBfaaarl Ssbool in fliawwi Nisaioni Kaaaaa to gain

ftaPthar insight into this apjcroich to edueatiaa*

Hm pKwaailMH was to e^eOsr tlw infori^tion ccOlootad aaA

to propoao anterlala and {sstboda to incorporate into tte preaeu^

kiatlnipartea prc^;raa»

ks a ra«at of this atod^ it ia evldant ihat adaptations of

Maflt Mautaeeeri's Mterials an^ ostiioda are cumntlj being used in

tlae klaxtBi^artea without credit being given to taar* Kwatmoa ottMT

Mteriala devel^)ed bf Hadaai Hoatfeaaari could be verjr easily adapted

to tha Idiulttvarten olassroon, thus adding iat«reet and motivation fcr

tlw ehilctran. Teachers iatare«t«4 im vaiag any of tba liontessori

Materials and ac^thods ean a<hpt the eleaaate thej believe In aost*

MODtMMri bOitfWd in the value of eazOy educaUoa for yotiog

ohildnm cad ia» eomlaeed that a <Mld auat be stioulated for leemix«

at aenMltiw periods and if this is not vione, ths child my loee intereMl*

Wm wtted eaiftialiaa firse aeUyity, ialiTidual instruction, earty

liWtl^iMMH or rmmfm aui writing skllla, aul esetsnelvs aeaascy oii

motor training*


