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HENRY WARD BEFECHER AS AN CRATCR.

Yhen in Cetober, 1lg47, Henry Ward Beecher assumed the pasto-
rate of Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, he was thirty-four years old.
The first thing he did was to have the pulpit cut away, and upon
the broad platform was set a mahogany desk, oven underneath. He
had the netural instinet of an orator, and felt that for him to
move his listeners, the listeners rust be able to see the sieaKer.
Through-out his whole career, it is remarkable that one so apbar-
ently careless of aprearances should have been, as this man was,
uniformly successful in doing the right thing, so far as concerned
his physical carriage in his publie appearances.

Beecher 's instinets were those of a gentleman, =nl when-ever
he shocked the sense of propriety of church-goers, it wés never
by any ungainliness or eccentricity of action, but always by some
sudden and un-expected turn of thouzht, of a kind to which people
were unaccustomed in Sunday services.

Reechers greatest nowers as an orator are shown in his pat-
riotic addresses, especially those touching on freedom ani slav—-
ery and the Civil War. Kis first serron dealing with the war
was preasched April 14, 1861.

Puring the summer of 1863, Mr. Beecher, being mieh in need
of rest, made a trip to Furope, and after a few months absence,
returned to America, having finished a more remarkable erbassy
than,aﬁy envoy who has represented us in Twrope, sinee Franklin

pleaded the cause of the young republic at the court of France.

He kissed no royal hand, talked with no diplomat, and of course




had no official existence, but through the hearts of the people,
he reached nobles, ministers, and even the throne itself.

This European story is a short one in time, but a long one
in its effects. Cliver Wendell Holmes sald: "Mf. Beccher nade a
single speech in Great Britain, tmt it was delivered piecemeal
in different places. 1ts exordium was unttered on tﬁe ninth of
October at Manchester, and its peroration was pronounced on the
twentieth o7 the same month in Exeter Hall, London."

At the time when his speeches were made in Fngland, the
majority of the common people, idle through the closing of the
ecotton mills which had been suppliedl with cotton by the soutl,
vere deman&ing that England shouldl interfere in behalf of the
confederacy to ston the civil War. At peecher 's first appearance,

in Manchester, a great effort was made by his enemles, the D rti-

m

sene of the south, to prevent his being heard, even to the extent
of threateninc his 1life. The fivst attdience he ret was lade up
of the Piff-paff of the city, the majority of whom were deter-

mined that the spesgker shon not be heard.
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In this speech he attempted to give a history of that series
of politicsl movements, extending through half a century, the in-

evitable end of which was open conflict between the two orvosing
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forces of'Fréedoﬂ and 8lavery. At Glasgow, his discourse seers
to heve been almost mpremediated. After having obtained control
of his audience, he continued the subject already openel =t
Manchester, by showing the deadly infinence expected by S8lavery.,
iy bringing lsbor into contempt and by setting forth its ruinous
consequences to the free working ran every where. In Liverpool,
the center of great commercial and mamufacturing interests, he

showed how those lnterestis were injured by slavery.




He pointed out the faet that”this attempt to cover the fairest
vortion of the earth with a slave population, that buys nothing,
and a degradel white population, that buys next to nothing, should
array against it, the sympathy of every true political economist,
and every thoughtful znl far-seeing manufacturer, as tending to
strike at the vital want of commerce, not want of cotfon, but
want of customers'.

In his great closing speech at Exeter Hall in London, Mr.
Reeccher unfoldei before his audlence, the plan and comnection of
pis previous addresses, showing how they were relatedl to one an—
other as parts of a series. He told them, he had endeavored to
enlist the judgement , the conscience, the interests of the
British recple against the attempt to spread Slavery over the
gontinent, and described the rebellion this atterpt had aroused.

He had shown that Slavery was the only cause of the War, that
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sympathir with the South wes mérely aiding the establishment of a
slave empire, and that the North was contending for its own ex—
istance and for popular institutions. He then asked his aniiﬂnew
to look at the question with him, from the Ameriecan point of view.
He showed how the eonflict began as a moral question; he pointed
out the sersitiveness of the South and the tenderness for them

on the mart of meny Northerh people, with whom he, hirself had
never stood. EHe rvointed ont how the question_hai gradnally emer-
ced into polities; the encroachments of the South, until they
reached the Juiiciary itgelf. An interuption obliged him to ex=
pilain the adjustmert of our State and National Govermments. It
was just such interuptions thet brought him to his best. He con-

clnded his speech here by a rather sanguine statement of his

change of opinion as to the British sentiment,of the assurance




he should carry baék of the enthusiasm for the canse of the North,
and by an exhortation to unity of action with those who share
their c¢ivilization and religlion for the furtherance of the gospel
and the harpiness of menkind.

By thils series of speeches Mr. Beecher changed the sttltude
of the Fnglish people toward the Civil War and made it impossible
for the English Govermment to recognize the independence of the
Soutnhern Confederacy.

Mr. Beecher returned at once to Aﬁeficn and was formally
welcomed home by his fellow citizens in Broocklyn, Novermber 19,
1863. The net result of his voluntary embassy is hard to esti-
mate. 8o far as he is concerned it lifted him from the position
of one of the most popular nreachers and lecturers, to that of
one of the most distinguished nien of that period of our history.

Ye shall never kKnow perhaps, precisely, to what extent his
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apeeches influenced the offieial policy of Great Britain, but it

is certain that we owe to Henry Vard Beecher nore than to. any
other one man, the fact that England 4ld not interfere in the Civ—
il ver, in behalf of the Confederacy.

Beecher 's style of oratory was sharp and pointed, but only
when thoroughly aroused was he at his best., THis gestﬁres were
never male for effect, but always as the expression of his own
thought and feeling. |

His Dower over men was something marvelous as is shown by
his work in Englsnd, where he faced audiences that , in the be-
ginning that would willingly have thrown him out. Once he was
heard, he compelled men to listen and in the end, the majority
would leave phe meeting, at least . silenéed, if not convinced,

and friendly.
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Many attempted analyses of Mr. Beecher 's powers as orator
and preacher have been Made. Perhaps the best was that made by
Fev. Dr. Richard S. Storrs. He has sald that the elements that

msde Beecher the great orator that he was, were, first a thor-

onghly vitalized mind. His creative Taculties were in play all

the time; Secondly, he put immense cormon sense into his spesches

and next to this was his quick and deep sympathy with men, his
wonderful intuitive nerception of moods of mind. Still, further
came the emotional respor&iveness,.Which has made him apt and
ready for every occasion. Above all, perhaps, was his wonderful
animal vigor, his fullness of bodily power; hils voice which
could thunder and whisper alike, and his inborn sympathy with
Hature.

Thus Henry Vard Beecher ranks with the greatest orators,

not only of his own, but of all time.
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