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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Statement of the Problem

This study is an investigation and analysis of
characteristics associated with a group of students who
have been classed as disciplinary problem students due to
their misconduct in a college dormitory, during the school
year 1965-1966 at Kansas State University.

The dormitory Head Resldent spends much time and
effort correcting these disciplinary problem students, as
do the Head Resident Assistants and Assistant Head Resident
Assistants, Student Judicial Board members also give many
hours of their time, much of it during the last, busy weeks
of the semester, to review and make recommendations on
these student's cases, However, the individual dormitory
resident, living near these disciplinary problem students,
is the one who suffers the most. The good student, and the
socially inclined student with good academic potential,
despite their initlial favoring of dormitory life, are
mostly lost to the dormitory system because of the bad
conduct of the disciplinary problem students,



Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study was to investigate
whether or not certain factors are more characteristic of
this group of disciplinary problem students than a random

sample of all other dormitory residents.
Hypotheses for the Study

After reviewing literature related to the problem
and critically analyzing certain dormitory situations,
hypotheses were developed for this study as follows:

Hypothesls 1--The two groups have significantly

different college potential as measured by the American

College Test Program (ACT).

Hypothesis 2--The groups have significantly
different levels of academic achievement, measured in high
school by grade point average and, in college, both by
number of grade points received per semester in the 1965-
1966 school year and total grade points received at Kansas
State University and transferred from other institutions of

higher education,

Hypothesis 3--The educational load of the students

is significantly different between the two groups., This

i1s measured by number of semester hours completed per



semester,

Hypothesis 4--The curriculums are significantly
different between the two groups, These groups have also
changed curriculums a significantly different number of

times during the 1965-1966 school year,

Hypothesis 5--The two groups have significantly

different numbers of varsity athletes in major sports, The
groups are also significantly different in regard to number
of students taking different numbers of semester hours

through the Physical Education department,

Hypothesis §7-The groups are significantly different
in chronological age at entrance to school in the school
year 1965-1966, and in length of time spent in college as
approximated by the total number of semester hours
completed at Kansas State Unilversity and transferred from

other institutions of higher education,

Hypothesis 7--The number of days intervening

between application date and the start of the student's
original enrollment at Kansas State Unlversity is
significantly different for the two groups.

Hypothesis §7-The two groups are significantly
different in regard to the followlng personal background



factors: size of home town, in-state or out-of-state
residence, father's occupation, father's education,
mother's education, religion, evidence of broken home, and

number of siblings,

Hypotheslis 9--The groups are significantly different

in regard to the number of members operating cars and to
the number of members recelving different numbers of

parking tickets and arrests,

Hypothesis 10--Number of illnesses and injurles as

shown by visits to the Student Health Center during the
school year 1965-1966 is significantly different between

the groups,

Hypothesis 1ll1--The two groups are significantly

different in regard to number of members causing damage to

their rooms, and the amount of that damage,

Hypothesis 12--The two groups plan to attend college

significantly different amounts of time as indicated by
their answers to the question, "I plan to complete

years of college",

Hypothesis 13--Members of the two groups answered

the questions; "My church is important to me and I attend
regularly", "I prefer to study with the record player/radio



5
on/off", and "I am interested in Joining a fraternity", in

significantly different manners,

Hypothesis l&;—The two groups lived in the dormitory

during the 1965-1966 school year for significantly
different lengths of time,

Hypothesis 1l5--Evidence of the total amount of

disciplinary problems the student has been involved in as
recorded by Dean of Student's office is significantly

different between the groups.

Definition of Terms

Disciplinary Problem Students are those students who

have violated major dormitory regulations and/or appeared
before the dormitory Student Judicial Board for the viola-
tion of dormitory regulations and/or students whose Head
Resident Assistants or Assistant Head Resident Assistants
have recommended that they not be allowed to return to the

dormitory in the next school year,

Major Dormitory Regulatlons are those regulations

covering dangerous and/or destructive acts of students,

Intellective Factors are factors of high school and

college achievement and, measures of the individual's

potential to succeed 1in college,



Non-intellective Factors are other factors of the

individual's home and community background, socio-economic
status, religion, physical factors such as age, and college
situation relating to college major, activities and number

of college units,

Varsity Athletes in Major Sports are athletes

competing in the sports of football, basketball, baseball

and track.

The Curriculums at Kansas State University for this

thesls are: Engineering, Agriculture, Architecture,
Commerce, Physical Education, other Education, and the
following College of Arts and Sciences subheadings:
Biological Science, Physical Science, Pre-veterinary

Medicine, Social Sclence, and General,

Level of Significance has been set at the 5 percent

level, meaning that differences reported will be accepted
only if such differences would occur by chance less than
five times in one hundred times, Findings approaching
significance, 10 percent level, and those showing a
tendency, 25 percent level will also be reported in this
study.



CHAPTER II
RELATED LITERATURE
Introduction

The review of literature related to the problem of
this study includes (1) a brief history of housing and
disciplinary problems in universities, (2) discipline
problems as related to intellective and non-intellective
factors, and (3) college achievement as related to

intellective and non-intellective factors,

History of Housing and Disciplinary

Problems in Universities

A journal article by Cowley1

traces the history of
college housing and discipline in college housing up to
1934, The housing problem first became a concern of
universities in the middle ages, when large numbers of poor
students flocked to the unlversities of Europe., Due to the
poor conditions these students lived in, they began to

withdraw from the homes of townspeople and form their own

houses, At first these houses were completely student

1W. H. Cowley, "The History of Student Residential
Housing," School and Society, 40:705-12, December 1, 1934;

40:758-64, December 8, 1934,







