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Abstract 

This paper presents a comprehensive proposal aimed at revising Kansas State University’s Educational 

Studies program in order to create a dynamic, interdisciplinary course of study for a diverse range of 

student interests and career aspirations. Drawing on insights from current students, peer institutions, and 

professional guidance, this proposal outlines the development of specialized pathways to provide a 

structured series of courses that allow students to align their studies with their individual career goals. The 

proposal prioritizes integrating additional minors and certificates to supplement students’ learning 

through interdisciplinary courses of study. Leveraging the research results, this proposal aims to help 

students feel academically and professionally prepared for their career in education.  
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Introduction 

While I began my college career majoring in Secondary Speech and Theater Education, I was drawn to 

the purpose of the Educational Studies program and the unique learning opportunities it offered. Realizing 

my passions aligned with the Educational Studies degree path, I switched my major from Secondary 

Education to Educational studies at the beginning of my third year at KSU. However, this transition posed 

several challenges as I felt that my new course of study lacked the structure and specificity that I felt I 

needed to successfully navigate the latter half of my college journey. While I appreciated the benefits of 

the program’s flexibility, the open-ended elements of the degree become increasingly daunting. At this 

point, I had a difficult time identifying how to best structure my courses in a way that would align with 

my interests and prepare me for the type of career I was interested in pursuing.  

I hypothesized that if I was facing these challenges in the program, there were likely other students who 

may have the same concerns. 

 

Kansas State University (KSU) College of Education shares the vision of “Preparing educators to be 

knowledgeable, ethical, caring decision makers for a diverse and changing world” (Kansas State 

University College of Education, n.d.). As part of this vision, students in the Educational Studies program 

should have the opportunity to explore their specific career interest and gain relevant experience and 

learning in areas such as non-profit work, community-based education, and education policy. By revising 

this program, the College of Education has the opportunity to improve upon its vision to meet the diverse 

needs and aspirations of its students.  
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Peer Institutions Research 

Since 2010, ten universities have been identified as KSU peer institutions, which have been chosen based 

on the criteria that the university must be a land grant institution without a Medical School or Law 

School, Undergraduate full time equivalent population between 14,000 and 25,000 students, Graduate full 

time equivalent population between 3,000 and 7,000 students, and is representative of a broad geographic 

distribution.  

The KSU peer institutions are: 

● Auburn University 

● Clemson University 

● Colorado State University 

● Iowa State University 

● Louisiana State University 

● North Carolina State University 

● Oklahoma State University 

● Oregon State University 

● University of Massachusetts-Amherst 

● Washington State University 

 

These peer institutions have been identified for Kansas State University to compare itself against. In 

completing this research, I developed a list of fundamental aspects of KSU’s Educational Studies degree 

to identify whether any of the peer institutions had comparable programs that may be used as a model.  

Criteria to identify comparable programs: 

1. Program must lead to completion of a Bachelor’s Degree.  

2. Program must be primarily administered by the College of Education.  

3. Program must not lead to teacher licensure upon completion. 
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Based on these fundamental criteria, three institutions are identified as having comparable programs to 

the Kansas State University Educational Studies Bachelor’s Degree: 

 

Clemson University 

Human Capital Education and Development 

Clemson University's Bachelor of Science degree in Human Capital Education and Development aims to 

address the needs of diverse industries by focusing on organizational learning, assessment, and 

development. This interdisciplinary approach equips students with the skills to design effective training 

programs, manage organizational change, and facilitate career development.  

 

North Carolina State University 

Applied Education Studies in Learning Design and Technology 

North Carolina State University's concentration in Learning Design and Technology within the Applied 

Education Studies degree plan prepares students for careers as instructional designers and developers. 

Drawing upon elements in education, psychology, communications, and design, the program emphasizes 

instructional and non-instructional processes. 

 

University of Massachusetts-Amherst 

Community Education and Social Change 

The Community Education and Social Change major at the University of Massachusetts Amherst focuses 

on the role of education to drive social justice initiatives and community development. Through a focus 

on educational leadership in community-based settings and social change, this program develops skills 

such as critical analysis and developing solutions to community issues.  
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While there are thematic elements of each of these programs that align with the purpose of KSU’s 

Educational Studies degree, none match the level of diverse offerings and personalization as is found in 

the Kansas State degree. KSU is found to be unique in the structure of its Educational Studies program, as 

it allows for a wide variety of thematic focuses that are not available at peer institutions. While no peer 

institution stands out as having all the desired qualities in their program to use as a clear model, common 

themes such as addressing diverse needs in non-traditional education fields and prioritizing an 

interdisciplinary approach stand out as across each program.  
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Research Question 

Is the current Educational Studies curriculum effective at helping students feel prepared for their 

desired career path? 

Methodology 

To answer the research question, I first administered a survey to gauge students’ opinions about the 

current state of the Educational Studies program, gather information on trends in students’ academic 

journeys, and identify the types of careers most sought after with this degree. To gather this information, I 

worked with Di Murphy, Assistant Director and Licensing Officer for the College of Education, to 

administer the survey to all students currently enrolled in the Educational Studies program. The survey 

was first sent via email on August 21, 2023 to the forty-nine students enrolled the program, and a second 

reminder email was sent on September 13, 2023. There was a 36.7% response rate, with eighteen unique 

individuals completing the survey before it closed on September 30, 2023. The survey was administered 

anonymously, asked for no personal identifying information, and allowed students to opt not to answer 

any question if they wished not to respond. The first three questions in the survey were multiple choice, 

asking students to choose the answer that was most accurate, while the final three questions were open-

ended and included space for students to freely type their answers.  

 

The following questions were included in the survey: 

1. What year in school are you? 

2. Did you start at K-State as an Educational Studies major or did you switch into the program? 

3. If you switched your major to Educational Studies, which year at K-State did you switch? 

4. What type of career/job do you hope to pursue with your Educational Studies degree? 
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5. Are you completing any minors and/or certificates along with your Educational Studies degree 

and if so, what are they? 

6. Do you have any concerns, frustrations, or ideas for improvements in the Educational Studies 

program? 
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Research Findings 

Following are breakdowns of survey responses by question.  

 

What year in school are you? 

Survey responses represent input from students in their second year of college (17%) to their fifth+ year 

of college (22%), with the greatest number of respondents being in their third (33%) and fourth (28%) 

years.  

 

Did you start at K-State as an Educational Studies major or did you switch into the 

program? 

Students are more likely to have switched their major to Educational Studies rather than having started 

their college career in the program. While 33% of students began as an Educational Studies major, the 

other 77% of students switched into the program at some point after they started at KSU.  

 

If you switched your major to Educational Studies, which year at K-State did you switch? 

Of the students who switched their majors to Educational Studies, the majority (42%) did so during their 

third year at KSU, while 25% of these students did so during their second year, 25% during their fourth 

year, and 8% during their first year at Kansas State.  
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What type of career/job do you hope to pursue with your Educational Studies degree? 

While students identified a variety of career aspirations, higher education (20%), non-profit work (20%), 

and community-based education 

(20%) were the most commonly 

cited preferred career paths. Figure 

1.0 one shows all responses and the 

percentage of students who 

indicated each career.  

 

Are you completing any 

minors and/or certificates 

along with your Educational 

Studies degree and if so, what are they? 

Of the students completing additional minors or certificates to supplement their degree, 21% are pursuing 

a Leadership Studies Minor and 21% are pursuing a Non-Profit Leadership Studies Certificate, which are 

the two most common 

responses. Figure 2.0 

shows all responses and 

the percentage of students 

who indicated each 

supplemental credential.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.0 

 

Figure 2.0 
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Do you have any concerns, frustrations, or ideas for improvements in the Educational 

Studies program? 

The survey gathered comments from students to collect general thoughts about the Educational Studies 

program. The following are some of the comments provided: 

1. “[It is] hard to get an idea of what you need to complete the major.” 

2. “I wish I knew about [the program] sooner…the Education program could market it a little 

further so that every student knows it’s an option.” 

3. “[I have] no idea what makes if different [from teacher education].” 

4. “[I] take the same classes the elementary and secondary education majors take.” 

5. “Your class work MIGHT be able to align with your future career.” 

6. “Many of the classes I have taken seem irrelevant to what I am pursuing.” 

7. “I am still trying to understand how some classes will correlate to what I want to do.” 

8. “[It] would be nice to have more variety/options available to fit a wider range of interests.” 
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Proposal 

The current course requirements for the Educational Studies program are split into four categories 

(excluding general education courses), which includes nineteen credit hours of Teacher Education 

Courses, twelve to fifteen credit hours of Educational Studies Core, 12 credit hours of Education Core, 

and twenty-four credit hours of Supporting Courses. 

While these courses have the potential to be valuable to students in the Educational Studies program, the 

survey results highlight that most students in the program have career aspirations which do not 

necessarily align with the coursework they are completing. Thus, I propose eliminating the twelve credit 

hour requirement for Education Core and expanding the requirements for Educational Studies Core. This 

would include keeping all current Educational Studies Core course requirements, but adding an additional 

twelve credit hours of specific Educational Studies courses. In order to fulfill these additional credit 

hours, I propose developing three new courses in the College of Education that focus on the unique 

aspects of the Educational Studies degree program. 

Additionally, I propose a set of pre-established pathways which students may choose from upon entering 

the program. Each pathway requires the same credit hours and courses be fulfilled in the Teacher 

Education and Educational Studies Core categories, but diverge from one another in the Supporting 

Courses category. The twenty-four credit hours of supporting courses are fulfilled through the chosen 

pathway. Each pathway, with the exception of Open Option, is also built to ensure a student will graduate 

not only with their Bachelor’s Degree, but at least one additional minor or certificate to supplement the 

major. The additional credentials serve not only to encourage an interdisciplinary approach to education, 

but also provides the program with a competitive edge to attract prospective students seeking these 

additions to their course of study.  
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Educational Studies Core Proposed Courses 

Introduction to Educational Studies 

This course should be taken by Educational Studies students during their first or second semester in the 

program. This course will cover a broad range of topics, with units designed for students to learn about 

and explore each of the emphasis pathways offered through the program. Learning outcomes include 

personal and professional development, career exploration, and a broad understanding of education 

beyond the K-12 classroom.  

 

Educational Leadership 

This course focuses on developing leadership skills and knowledge relevant to a career in education. 

Some topics may include organizational and political structures in education and the relationships of 

educational entities to one another. Learning outcomes include a deeper understanding of management 

and organizational leadership in education contexts.  

 

  

Current
19 Hours 
Teacher 

Education

12-15 Hours 
Educational 
Studies Core

12 Hours 
Education 

Core

24 Hours 
Supporting 

Courses

Proposed
19 Hours 
Teacher 

Education

24-27 Hours Educational 
Studies Core

24 Hours 
Supporting 

Courses (fulfilled 
through pathway)
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Current Issues in Education 

This course emphasizes modern problems facing the world of education, such as funding, teacher 

shortages, unrestful political environments, and similar topics which have a significant impact on both 

classroom teachers and professionals in education-related fields. Learning outcomes include an 

understanding of political influences in education, current movements, and knowledge of modern leaders 

in the field.  

 

Educational Studies Proposed Pathways 

See Curriculum Guide document for detailed program requirements. 

 

Education Policy Pathway 

This pathway is designed for students interested in careers such as education policymaking, government, 

or education law.  

 

Additional Credentials: 

• Political Science Minor 

• Government and Political Communication Certificate OR Pre-Law 

 

Community Education Pathway 

This pathway is designed for students interested education in careers such as teaching community 

programs or museum work.  

 

Additional Credentials: 

• Community-Engaged Leadership Certificate 

 



 15 

Non-Profit Pathway 

This pathway is designed for students interested in careers in the education non-profit sector such as 

foundation work or advocacy groups. 

 

Additional Credentials: 

• Non-Profit Leadership Studies Certificate 

• Philanthropy Certificate 

 

Higher Education Pathway 

This pathway is designed for students interested in careers in higher education careers such as higher 

education administration, recruitment, or student life positions.  

 

Additional Credentials: 

• *Higher Education and Adult Development Undergraduate Certificate 

*Indicates that the program requires development 

 

Open Option 

This pathway is designed for students who are not interested in careers in any of the pre-established 

pathways. This pathway requires establishing an advisor-approved course of study of at least twenty-three 

credit hours, which are preferably fulfilled through the completion of an additional credential. 
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Conclusion 

The Kansas State University College of Education offers a distinct opportunity for students interested in a 

non-traditional education program through the Educational Studies degree. This program, as it continues 

to grow, should evolve to meet the needs of both current and future learners; in doing so, revisions to the 

structure of the Educational Studies program, as well as the current course offerings, should be 

considered. Through the proposed curriculum updates, students will have a defined structure for each 

course of study found in the curriculum guides, specific Educational Studies Core curriculum, and greater 

opportunities for relevant career preparation.  
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