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INTRODUCTION

Man has always given the prophet special hearing. The
more trying the times the more people have begged for someone who
could see.

Ironically, the prophets have also been unpopular, because
they have foretold what man did not want to hear. They have be-
come iconoclasts, destroying the familiar. They have been distur-
bers of the peace, not defensive; terribly offensive.

The seer says things the ramifications of which he himself
does not grasp. So it is with youth today. They are saying things
to us today that we do not like because it disturbs us, and they
are things that they do not fully understand. We often miss com-
pletely what they have to say. We either turn a deaf ear or find
it more satisfying to get rhetorical about their manners.

The voice of protest, disturbing as it has been, is tell-
ing us a great deal-if we will listen. It has been so demonstra-
tably right in an age where it is hard to be right or to know
what that means.1 If adults will listen today and especially par-
ents, much can be learned.

Our despair over the failures of our own generation have

led us to make wistful heroes of our youth, Having crowned them

1
John P, Leary, "Youth: The Voice of Prophecy,” America
(September 20, 1969), pp. 190-192.



as saviors we withdraw from judgement and sit back to watch them
play-until they happen to step on a sensitive toe.

"The rising generation never sees life with the same eyes
as its elders-not even in times and places in which society is
relatively static and in which the younger generation shares with
its predecessors a wish to conserve tradition rather than break
with it . . . . But in present-day America, and in most of the
rest of the world too, the breadth of the generation gap is abnor-
mally wide."2

Different cultures vary as to how each generation is to
be raised. In some societies absoclute rule is maintained by the
elders, children are to be seen and not heard, some societies make
way for the ideas and thoughts of each generation while in still
other societies "each generation is expected to rebel-to flout the
expressed wishes of the old men and to take over power from men
older than themselves,"

In modern day America there appears to be a mutually
threatening relationship between youth and adults. Each genera-
tion is seeking to establish its own 1life style., Adults are unwill-
ing to accept the life-style of youth, and at the same time youth
overreact toward adult values, creating a breach in relationships

between adult and youth.,

2
Alexander Klein, "Natural Enemies ? ? ? Youth and The
Conflict of Generations," New Republic, Vol. 162 (February 28,

1970), p. 23.
3

Margaret Meade, Culture and Commitment (Naturel History
Press, Doubleday and Company, lnc., Garden City, New York, 1970),
Pr. 19.




In the last decade we have been hearing more and

the "generation gap." It has been discussed by the truly

more sbout

intellect-

ual, the psuedo-intellectual and those who are limited in education.
It has been talked about by the white-collar worker right down to
the unskilled laborer. Not only do adults discuss it but also the
young. It seems everybody has a theory about it but none have pro-
vided a solution for it. Although the literature is vast on the
generation gap, 1t is poorly seasoned and highly sentimental. Anal-
ysis and insight have come to a dead end, and with it the realistic
prospect for moving with the young from what they are to what they
might be.

Does the "generation gap" exist as widespread alienation
among youth, or only the revolt of a particularly vocal, energetic
and strategically located minority?

In most discussions of the generation gap, the alienation
of the young is emphasized, while the alienation of their elders
may be wholly overlooked.5

Klein in "Natural Enemies??? Youth and the Conflict of
Generations" says "when we speak of a ggneration, we often mean a
small group of innovators and leaders.”

In the course of this report it shall be pointed out that
there is definitely a conflict between the generations and that

this conflict serves to alienate not only the young but also the

N

Klein, op. cit., p. 2L.
5

Mead, op. cit., p. 80.
6

Klein, op. c¢it., p. 2.



adults. In chapter one "Today's Youth: Confused and Rebellious”,
these questions were asked, what is at the heart of this confusion
and rebellion? To what are youth committed? What are the new con-
ditions which have brought about the revolt of youth, not only here
in America but around the world? In chapter two "Isolation of the
Elder Generations™ was discussed. Why do elders react so violently
to the rebellion of youth? What of the frustrations resulting from
the changes of society? What of their responsibility to the young-
er generations?

Chapter three, the most important section, dealt with
"Areas of Conflict" between youth and adults. Why do these con-
flicts arise? What are the precipitating factors? What in parti-
cular do some of the youth say about these areas of conflict?

What are the adults reactions?

In the fourth chapter some suggestions and guidelines to
help parents (adults) and youth in "Bridging The Generaticnal Con-
flict" were presented. First was explored the complaints that youth
and adults have sbout each other. What are some of the distinguish-
ing features which can be used to either widen or bridge the con-
flict? And finally, what can be done to bridge the conflict itself?

A fifth chapter was devoted to the study of "the role of
community, school and religion to youth)' What responsibilities
do each have to the growing lives of youth? What do youth want
and expect from each of these groups? The final chapter was added
to summarize the report,

There is indeed a definite conflict between old and young.

It has always existed but only within the last decade has so much



been said about it that it has come to the fore of our social
scene. The conflict has been badly handled and it is now being
recognized that parents erred in the handling of the younger gen-
eration. As a result many have been unprepared for the rapid
developments which have suddenly burst upon the scene.

Adults, not being properly prepared to handle the new,
frustrating scientific and technological developments, have failed
to respond with proper concern and attention, to the lives of their
offspring and subsequently created frustration and confusion in
their development. Recently, this has been recognized and more
emphasis is being placed on the lives of those significant others.
This then is part of the conflict, for most of this concern for
others, is coming from the young. Adults are sluggishly respond-
ing but the youth are impatient and are rebelling against adults!
failure to yield in displacing some of thelr most cherished out-
mcded standards and values., In turn adults have begun to rebel
against the seemingly impulsiveness and impatience of youth.
Because of the rebellion on both sides, a generational gap has
developed, which has alienated youth and adults from each other.

The analogy between the generation gap that existed between
immigrants and their children a few decades ago and that which
exists between parents and their children today is a reasonably
good one. Today's adults attempt to live In the culture of the
"0ld Country" (the America of their youth), and are now finding
that the younger people are better able to adjust to that new envir-

il
onment and above all to understand it, than are their parents.

=
Harrison Brown, "Why The Generation Gap,” Saturday Review

52 (July 19, 1969}, p. 20.




To put it another way, the prisoner who has slept on a
hard bed for many years dreams of a soft bed but finds, when he
comes out of prison, that he can sleep only on a hard one; or as
an illfed people, who move to a place where better food is found,
may still cling to the less nutritive and originally unappealing
diets of their childhood, so also human beings seem to hold on
more tenaciously to a cultural identity that is learned through
suffering than one that has been acquired through pleasure and
delight., Children who have grown up happily in comfortable homes
can be more secure and adaptable under new circumstances, than
those whose early lessons have been painful and frightening.8

Webster gives two helpful definitions of generation, (1)
a body of living beings constituting a single step in the line of
descent from an ancestor, (2) the average span of time between
the birth of parents and that of offspring.9 Gap, is defined (and
will be used to mean) "a break in continuity."1o Conflict will be
defined as "emotional tension resulting from incompatible inner
needs or cil'_r*:i.ves.“J]Jl Adult is defined "of, relating to, or charac-
teristic of adults (usually fully developed and mature).“12 Youth,
will be thought of as the "period between childhood and maturity,

13
the time of 1life marked by growth and development."

k]
Mead, op. ¢it., p. 20.
9
Webster!'s Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary, (G. & C.
Merrism Company, Publishers, Springiield, Massachusetts), p. 348.
10 11
Ibid-, p- 31-].)-[.- Ibidc, p. 175.
12 13 '
Thids; s 13 Tbid.; p. 1038,




Most information used in writing this paper has been a
result of what ofthers have written. Many authorities have been
cited, much has been personal thought and feeling.

It is by no means a complete study, nor could it ever be.
As long as there are adults and youth there will continue to be
problems arise which require new and different procedures for hand-
ling and finding a solution. There will continue to be a conflict

between the generations.



Chapter 1
TODAY's YOUTH: CONFUSED AND REBELLIOUS

In a society like our own, in which there is great social
mobility, there are inevitebly generation breaks in education and
styles of living. Nevertheless, young people, as they move up and
out, encounter certain values that are shaped by most adults of the
two older generations (parents and grandparents). Characteristic-
ally, these unchallenged beliefs, held by all adults, are unanal-
yzed.1h

In some cultures it is the expectation that the young will
accept without question the standards and values handed down to
them by the adult generations. 1In a culture such as our own the
young will not and cannot accept the society created by the adult
generation and are loudly protesting and assaulting the structures
that have been established seeking to tear them down, all too often
with nothing better to take the place of that destroyed.

Included in this chapter (a) causes of rebellion as seen
in the eyes of other writers and myself; (b) socialization which is
characterized by the growing pains of youth; (c) new conditions
which have bred confusion and (d) the searching of youth, very

well expressed by a fifteen-year-old boy.

n
Mead, op. cit., p. 60,
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CAUSES OF REBEELION

Some socilal critics point out that young people today are
behaving as they are because of adults. Various sins of omission
and commission committed by adults have instilled into our youth
their present sense of uneasiness., Wars, the bomb, racial injus-
tice, success measured solely in materialistic terms are the pro-
ducts of the adult generation. This is the legacy we have passed
on to our young people., We cannot expect them to be grateful.
Many young people who care about thelir future feel that they must
repudiate the sick adult world, even though they usually have no
blueprint for building a better society.

Young people of today are angry, protesting, rebelling
against social orders, educational standards, family and soclety
structures which they claim are cobsoclete and outmoded. They are
asking for reforms and changes. They rebel against a society
which lives by double-stendards. The youth of today says "we are
tired of hearing you, we want to see you put words into actions.”
Thé Bible speaks of it as "the Word was made Flesh."15 The age old
adage "your actions speak so loud I can't hear a word you are say-
ing" looms ever more persistant today.

Even the best taught young people by nature, rebel against

the authority of God, country and family. They have a natural

16
yearning for "forbidden fruit." To rebel seems natural.
15
St. John 1:1l,
16

John A. Stormer, Death of a Nation (Liberty Bell Press,
P. 0. Box 52, Florissant, Missouri), p. G5.
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SOCIALIZATION

"Every adolescent must pass through two crucial periods;
one, when he identifies with a model-a father, a brother, a teach-
er-the second, when he disassociates himself from his model, rebels
egainst him, reasserts his own selfhood.17

It has always been necessary for each generation of men to
develop its own awareness and self-identity. Even in days of slow
social change, when generation after generation could be described
in similar terms, and when environmental and social conditions
seemed to be static, youths became adults in the process of self-
identification. No person becomes truly mature and responsible
without this process. It has involved what sociologists and so-
cial-psychologists call "socialization" or the "internsaslization of
social values and culture patterns." Perhaps this has never been
easy. To a degree it has always involved conflict, even though it
leads to accomodation, and finally to assimilation.

Obviously, accomodation and assimilation are facilitated
when the people involved understand each other., The obligation to
achieve understanding is a mutual one, but it goes without saying
that the greater responsibility rests upon the parent generation.
After all, this generation has lived through events and experiences
known to the offspring only by report. It is to be assumed that

there are some advantages in this longer span of experience and its

resulting resources of thought and insight.

17
Mead, op. ¢it., p. 66.
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Until very recently the experiences of the parents have
been the connecting link for youth to the meaning of life. TUntil
recently elders could say: "You know, I have been young and you
have never been old."” But today's young people can reply, "you

never have been young in the world I am young in, and you never
18
can be."

Today's eighteen-year-old born in 1950, (now 21) five years
after the close of World War II, had scarcely begun to sit up
when the Korean War burst upon the already divided United
Nations. He saw daylight in the middle of President Truman's
second term; he was a toddler when the nation elected its first
Republican President since Hoover. He grew up amid an almost
continuous succession of major national and world developments,
technological and social. He was not yet three when the first
hydrogen bomb was tested at Eniwetok. He was four when the
U.S. Supreme Court handed down its historic ruling on the in-
herent inequality of segregated education.

The struggle for civil rights, with its protests both
peaceful and violent, has been part of the scene for as long
as he can remember. He has never known a world without tele-
vision. He has always been on wheels, and the older he grows
the faster he seems to go. He was seven when Sputnik cirecled
the globe in the unheard-of-time of ninety minutes. His par-
ents bought him a space sult, and a new word was added to his
vocabulary. "Astronsut" John Glenn became his hero. N.A.S.A.'s
rockets summoned him to the moon and beyond. Musically, he
responded wildly to the Beatles. The gulitar became the badge
of his culture.

He was ten when John F. Kennedy won the Presidency by a
bare 119,000 votes, twelve when the missile crisis of 1962
took the country to the brink of war, and thirteen-o0ld enocugh
to remember it well-when its thirty-fifth President was assas-
sinated. He has grown up through the cold war, the death of
Stalin, the rise and fall of Mr,., Khrushchev, and the arrival
of the Soviet Union at a more placid stage of development.
Communism neither frightens nor excites him. He has never
known a major depression. His parents! income has doubled
during his lifetime. His upbringing and education cost more
and take longer than ever. He and his peers have ten billion
dollars a year to spend, a fact of which the rest of the econ-
omy is acutely conscious.

186 '
Mead, op. cit., p. 63.
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In his lifetime the computer has appeared; data processing
machinery has created both revolutionary new possibilities and
a need for higher levels of education. The automation of in-
dustrial processes has leaped forward. The chances that he
will go to college are much greater-as are the odds that he
won't finish. That college education, the need for which ex-
ercises such a tyranny over him, represents an enormous na-
tional enterprise involving the expenditure of 16.8 billion
dollars in 1966, up 12.7 billion from 1956.

His years have seen a steady crumbling of barriers between
people, both nationally and internationally. He senses a
bond with his fellows around the world; the notion of world
citizenship attracts him; instinctively, he feels himself be-
yond anachronistic nationalism. He is cosmopolitan and ur-
banized, a child of the city, a breather of its smog, a con-
tributor to 1ts congestion-and its trash. His parents may
have fled to the suburbs-or they may have tried and been turn-
ed back.

"Instant everything" is offered him by day and by night.
The commercial has bred in him a thorough-going skepticism,
yet he is seldom without his little transistor radio. The Dol-
lar, the Job, Status, Leisure, and Sex are hawked on every
side, He has arrived at the age of experimentation just at the
time when the Pill has made the sexual relationship less risky.
Beyond this beckons the intriguing, if dangerous, world of
narcotics, Beside such possibilities, alcohol seems "kid
stuff."

The Peace Corps, with its demand for sacrifice, attracts
him, but he is skeptical about the Great Society. He was =
high school freshman when the bitter election of 196L divided
the land. Since that time the name "Vietnam" has sounded ever
more ominously in his ears, Associated with it is a clumsy
draft which may thruat him into mortal combat with an enemy he
doesn't know or hate. He has witnessed the rise of violence
in America. His protests and counterprotests spread across
the land. Moods of alienation, apathy and despalr drain away
much of his creativity.

Such is the world in which the (twenty-one)-year old finds
himself, It creates his present and also the possibilities
from which he must build his future. - He understands, probably
better than his elders, that change will remain a permanent and
an accelerating phenomenon in his life, He is more open to
social change than are his parents. "New conceptions of the
family, of the relations between the sexes, of work, residence,
leisure, of the role of government, and the place of America
in world affairs" are the accustomed fabric of his thought.

He is in socliety, but not yet fully of it. He feels its
effects, yet can stand apart from it. He is able to evaluate
it with an objectivity, accuracy, and candor which can discon-
cert the most sympathetic adult. What he sees does not reas-
sure him. He finds much to criticize in the world his elders
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open to him, yet he has no great surensss within himself about
what he would b*%ld in its place. He seeks commitment, but
not yet . . .+ .

Commitment to what? And when? And where? How? These
are questions of the gravest importance for the future-not just
for the remaining years of the adult generation but for the whole

lifetimes of today's youth and their own as yet unborn offspring.
NEW CONDITIONS AND CONFUSION

The key question is this: What are the new conditions
that have brought about the revolt of youth right around the World?ao

One answer, possibly the main one, is the emergence of =
world community. For the first time human beings throughout the
world, in their information about one another and responses to one
another, have become a community that is united by shared knowledge
and danger.21 We in one country know what is happening in another
country almost immediately via Satellite. The sharing back and
forth has become a part of our lives. Because of it we know that
the people of one nation alone cannot save their own children; each
holds the responsibility for the other's children.22

Today, suddenly, because all the peoples of the world are
part of one electronically based, intercommunicating network,

young people everywhere share a kind of experience that none of

19
Edward I. Swanson, "Ministry to the Armed Forces",
Saints Herald 116 (October 1969), pp. 2-3.
20 21
Mead, op. cit., p. 69. Ibid.
22
Ibid, p. 76.
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the elders ever have had or will have., Conversely, the older gen-
eration will never see repeated in the lives of young people theilr
own unprecedented experience of sequentially emerging change. This
break between generations is wholly new; it is planetary and univer-
331.23

The mere fact that our present situation is unique, with
no parallel in the past does not serve to help answer the gquestion.
Recent technological change or the handiceps imposed by its ab-
scence, revolution or the repression of revolutionary activities,
the crumbling of faith in ancient creeds or the attraction of new

2L

creeds, serve as only partial explanations.

No longer can we ask "Am I My Brothers Keeper?! = We now
muist acknowledge that it is so. With the world on our doorstep we
can not ignore the struggles and conditions of other peoples in other
lands. Thelr lives are to be as much a concern to us as the lives
of our friends and families,

This is how the youth feel! They listen only half-compre-
hendingly to their parents! talk about the past. But this is not
all that separates the young from their elders. Watching, they
can see that their elders are groping, that they are managing clum-
sily and often unsuccessfully the tasks imposed on them by new con-

ditions. They see that their elders are using means that are inap-

propriate, that their performance is poor, and the outcome very un-

23 2l

Ibid, p. 63. Ibid, p. 68.
25

Genesis 5:19,
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certain., The young do not know what must be done, but they feel
26
that there must be a better way.

SEARCHING

An essay written by Shennon Dickson, a fifteen-year-old
Texas boy expresses how youth feel.

There is a mass confusion in the minds of my generation in
trying to find a sclution for ourselves and the world around
us.

We see the world as a huge rumble as it swiftly goes by
with wars, poverty, prejudice, and the lack of understanding
among people and nations,

Then we stop and think: There must be a better way and we
have to find it.

We see the huge rat race of arguing people trying to beat
their fellow man out. All of this builds up, causing unrest
between the nations and in the home. My generation is being
used almost like a machine. We are to learn set standards,
strive for better education so we can follow in our elders!
footsteps. But why? If we are to be a generastion of repeti-
tion, the situation will be worse. But how shall we change?
We need a great deal of love for everyone, We need a univer-
sal understanding among people, We need to think of ourselves
and to express our feelings, but that is not all. I have yet
to discover what else we need, nor have I practiced these
things as fully as I should. Because when I try I'm sneered
at by my elders and those who do not hear, or look at it with
a closed mind. Computers take the place of minds; electronics
are taking over, only confusing things more.

I admit we should follow some basic rules but first you
should look at who is making the rules.

Sometimes I walk down a deserted beach listening to the
waves and birds and I hear them forever calling and forever
crying and sometimes we Tfeel that way but everyone goes on
with his own little routines, afraid to stop and listen for
fear of cracking their nut shell.

The answer is out there somewhere. We need to search for

it.

26

Mead, op. c¢it., p. T6.
27

Ibid, pp. T6-78.
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A student body president at a large university says "at the
heart of the students problem is the lack of meaning for living.
Students have goals, but no purposes, plans, but no convictions
that they are proceeding in the right directions. » « « They even
have causes; yet their lives are meaningless.“2

Youth today feel that there must be a better way and that
they must find it. They are willing to rebel, to cause family

splits to search for, find and establish the standards and values

they feel do not exist in the adult society structure.

20
Stormer, op. ¢it., p. 68.



Chapter 2
ISOLATION OF THE ELDER GENERATIONS

The elders are a strangely isolated generation. No other
generation has ever known, experienced and struggled toc incorpor-
ate such massive and raplid change-has watched while the sources
of energy, the means of communication, the certainties of a known
world, the limits of the explorable universe, the definition of
humanity, the fundamental imperatives of 1ife and death have
changed before their eyes. Adults today know more about change
than any previous generation. 3So they are separated both from
earlier generations and from the young who have rejected the past
and all that their elders are making of the present.29

In tﬁis chapter we shall deal with (a) the frustrations of
societal change and the effect it has upon the adult populus, and

(b) parental responsibility to-the youth.
FRUSTRATIONS OF SOCIETAL CHANGE

The elders are living in a day where they must continually
meke a transition from a past-oriented society, dominated by one's
grandparents and where all experiences were linked to the past

through the experiences of the grandparents, to a rapid-pace

29
Mead, op. cit., pP. 79.
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