
Hanks  working  on urban  renewal  issue 
By JOYCE TARBERT 

Uhuru Reporter 
Four years ago, when Murt Hanks ran for City Com-

missioner, his platform included six major issues that he 
wanted to see carried out. 

In those years in office, Hanks has helped to bring 
about many changes. Five of his platform issues have 
been completed. These include—Industrial development, 
expansion of Manhattan's airport, city employee pay 
increase, zoning procedures, and capital improvements. 
The sixth, Urban Renewal, is still being actively im-
plemented. 
With his four year term ending soon, Hanks, 

Manhattan's first black mayor, has already filed to re-
run for city commissioner. 
Hanks' reasons for running for re-election are two-fold. 

He says he has benn strongly encouraged by the public to 
do so. Also, there are some issues and programs that are 
presently being undertaken that he would like to see 
some constructive contribution made towards. One of 
these programs is to provide quality homes for people 
living in the Southside community. 

Hanks is very concerned with the lack of residential 
environment in the southside community. 

"In the past, the community has had to provide their 
own needs within the community where the least 
resistance would be met. 

"Consequently," Hanks said, "you've got to undo acts 
of separatism that have materialized out of act of 
segregation." 
As a solution, Hanks hopes that there will be a designed 

plan in the near future to make a residential living en-
vironment in the southside a reality. He looks towards an 
"orderly development within the framework of the 
residential housing that would be upgraded to an extent 
comparable with the rest of the city." 

Urban renewal can help a great deal in making the 
community a residentail sector, free from the 
conglomeration of industries, night clubs, and 
businesses. 
"But, it will also take public housing and community 

interest," Hanks said 

Mayor Murt Hanks 

"There are some whiles who are genuinely concerned 
about what happens to this community and would like to 
contribute time here, but many obstacles and barriers 
keep them from knowing exactly what the needs are." 

As a solution to this, Hanks states that "first of all, an 
analysis of the entire black population in Manhattan 
must be made. The next step then, would be employment 
and an up-grading of jobs. 

"Economics is responsible for the plight of Manhat-
tan's blacks," he said. 

"There are very few professional outside the university 
and the income bracket does not permit most blacks to 
take advantage of the things the city provides—decent 
homes, choice of location of residential environment and 
social life. 

Another area Hanks has worked on during his term is 
an organized procedure for a working relationship be-
tween Fort Riley, the University, and the black com-
munity. He is especially concerned with the University-
community relationship. One area of concern here is 
the national figures who come to the University to speak. 
"Plans should be made to allow the youth of the 

community to be exposed to these speakers." This would 
not only let them experience a part of living history, but 
would be motivation to them," he said. 
He feels that a working relationship is being 

established now to that effect. 
Presently, Hanks is an Equal Opportunity officer at 

Fort Riley involved with an equal opportunity program 
for civilians, equal opportunity and fair treatment in 
housing for on and off-post military personnel, and a race 
relations program. In addition to this, he is responsible 
for the Affirmative Action Plan for both military and 
civilian personnel. 
"In this capacity, I am constantly working towards 

determining need for programs that will get to the 
problems," Hanks said. 
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Education  crisis 
has three  parts 

By DR. JAMES BOYER 
Associate Professor, Curriculum & Instruction 

Many persons who are involved on a limited basis with the vital 
struggle to help Americans become more aware of the totality of 
problems in Education would indicate that there is no crisis in Black 
Education. Such positions in our judgment, present an even greater 
limitation than would otherwise be the case. There are essentially three 
dimensions to the crisis: 
—The Education of Black Americans at all levels 
—Education offered by Black Americans 
—The Process of Education and the Impact of Black America (Civil 

Rights, Legislation, Values). 
At no time can we adequately separate the three dimensions and 

because of these aspects, the crisis continues. While some policy-makers 
and program designers have felt that we have surpassed the crisis 
through admission of Black students to traditionally white universities, 
we have by no means been able to effect adequate change in the 
disciplines, content, requirements and structure of those institutions. 
One recognizes that such change is never automatic for institutions 
never embrace automatic change. But the need to recognize and educate 
the general population of American schools to the myth of the melting 
pot idea and specifically to the contributions and concerns of Black 
America — is a continuing phase of the crisis. Under no circumstances 
are we adequately educating American teachers about groups other 
than their own. This is tragic and the College of Education is attempting 
to move toward some solutions through the creation of enriched ex-
periences, modules, courses, faculty recruitment and program 
modification. However, it is not enough for the faculty in one college to 
commit itself to such a thrust. Each and every instructional component 
of public schools, private schools, college and universities must involve 
itself in the crisis by (1) becoming educationally aware of this neglected 
area, and (2) affirming its commitment by pursuing programmatic 
thrusts to help strengthen this aspect of the American curriculum. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Nikki  Giovanni  talks  March  1 
When you meet 29-year-old 

NIKKI GIOVANNI, it's hard to 
believe this small, quiet woman 
with the little girl smile is the 
same person whose statements 
defining Black individualism have 
made her a heroine in ghettos and 
campuses around the USA. She 
will speak at K-State March 1. 

Acclaimed for books like Black 
Feeling, Black Talk and Re: 
Creation (which combine 
propaganda and wild, witty 
verse), a recording of her poetry, 
Truth Is On Its Way, was among 
the country's best-selling albums 
of 1971. NIKKI introduced the 
album last July before a crowd of 
1500 at a free concert at the 
Canaan Baptist Church in 
Harlem. The background music 
was gospel singing, and when she 
finished the audience shouted its 
appreciation. 

Such reaction isn't new to 
NIKKI. She's been talking to 
people through her poetry even 
before she founded a SNCC 
chapter at Fisk University and 
was thrown out of Delaware for 
her political activities. Since then 
she has traveled in Europe and 
Africa, lectured, taught and 
written extensively on such 
diverse themes as Aretha 
Franklin, John Lindsay and her 
social worker family in Ten-
nessee. Now she finds herself re-
evaluating her life. She says she 

began sorting out her com-
mitments after her son, Tommy, 
was born. "To protect Tommy 
there is no question I would give 
my life. I just cannot imagine 
living without him. But I can live 
without the revolution." 

This does not mean she accepts 
the turmoil in our country. "What 
is going on is unacceptable." In 
housing, unemployment , 
education. "There is no logic to 
the lifestyle so many human 
beings are being forced to live. 
For some reason people find it 
easier to hate than to love, easier 
to kill than to help, easier to 
control and thwart than to allow 
and nourish. 

"Roles between men and 
women are changing," Dr. 
GIOVANNI (Honorary Doctor of 
Humani t ies , Wi lbur force 
University, 1972) says. "We no 
longer need categories. There is 
no reason why my son can' t cook 
and rock with his teddy bear as 
well as swim and play ball." As 
for marriage, she says, "I have 
chosen not to marry because 
marriage has so rarely been about 
love." 

NIKKI, who wrote a collection 
of poems, "Spin a Soft Black 
Song," especially for her son 
Tommy, travels everywhere with 
him. She hopes eventually to take 
him to Africa because she wants 
him to understand his heritage — 

Nikki Giovanni 
Speaks March 1 in 

Auditorium at 8 p.m. 
something she did not know about 
when she was a child. 

Born in Knoxville, Tennessee, 
NIKKI was raised in Cincinnati. 
After graduating from Fisk with 
honors in history, in 1967, she 
became an associate professor of 
writing at Rutgers University. 
Literary critics have called her 

"a genius and a fabulist." But a 
friend perhaps put it best. "She is 
brave, quixotic. To love her is to 
love contradictions and conflict. 
To know her is never to un-
derstand but to be sure that all is 
life." 


