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Early members of the Manhattan Mexican American Com-
munity (Mike Garibay by bike, ignacio Siiva, Lupe Silva, Pauline 
Silva, Carmen Siiva, Pete Siiva. Front row seated: Ralph 
Garibay, Aurelio Silva) 

About the A u t h o r . . . 

Rita C. Silva is a first generation Mexican American 
and native of Manhattan (KS). Rita graduated from Man-
hattan High School in May, 1960. She completed her 
studies at Kansas State University in May, 1981 and 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Social 
Science. 

Rita is presently employed as the Manager of the 
Hispanic Employment Program, Bureau of Mines, West-
ern Area, in Denver, Colorado. 

A HISTORY AND SOCIOLOGY 
OF MEXICAN IMMIGRANTS 
TO MANHATTAN,  KANSAS 

This paper* is a study of the Mexican ethnic 
group who immigrated to Manhattan, Kansas and 
their descendants. The Mexican people who set-
tled in Manhattan came from the Mexican states 
of Guanajuato and Michoacan with the majority of 
the families immigrating from the former. 

This record of the contributions that the 
Mexicans and Mexican Americans made to Man-
hattan is intended to give the reader a broad spec-
trum of the Mexican influence in Manhattan and 
the Manhattan Mexican American influence that 
the descendants of these immigrants have had or 
now have on the communities to which they have 
moved. 
*A copy of the resource materials used to prepare this paper wi l l be on 
file at the Riley County Historical Museum. 
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BACKGROUND  HISTORY 
The parents of the Silvas and other families 

who came to Manhattan in the 1890s lived in 
Mexico during the period of the Juarez Presidency 
and the French Intervention. 

The history of the period began when Maxi-
millian Von Hapsburg accepted the throne of 
Mexico in 1864 thinking that it had been offered to 
him by popular vote. He soon discovered that the 
French actually controlled very little land. Before 
Maximillian's arrival, the Mexicans, armed with 
outdated weapons, had defeated the finest 
French Army. 

Following the expulsion of the French, 
Benito Juarez was elected president. While serv-
ing as Juarez's most successful general, Porfirio 
Diaz had risen to prominence during the war 
against the French. He later broke with Juarez and 
ran against him in the elections of 1867 and 1871 
and lost both times. Juarez died in 1872 and his 
vice president, Lerdo de Tejada, finished the term. 
Diaz ran against Lerdo de Tejada in the next elec-
tion and lost again. Undaunted, Diaz went to 
Texas and while there organized a successful plot 
to overthrow the existing government. His ra-
tionale for support was that "no man should be 
president more than once." Diaz proclaimed him-
self president in 1876. Shortly thereafter, in 1877, 
Tejada fled to safety in the United States. 

Diaz was master of Mexico until his over-
throw in 1911, controll ing both the government 
and the economy with an iron hand. He initiated a 
plan to modernize Mexico by encouraging foreign 
countries to build railroads, drill for oil, and con-
struct factories of all types. An effect was to turn 
the business of the country over to foreigners who 
were outside the laws of Mexico. Another effect 
was that "the rich got richer and the Mexican poor 
got poorer." 

Political stabilization and domestic tranquility 
encouraged foreign investors to take advantage of 
railroad subsidies. The result of new legislation 
which brought about the breakup of Indian com-
munal lands made more property available to large 
land owners, mostly foreign speculators. As a result, 
many small Mexican land owners were forced into 
peonage. By the beginning of the twentieth century, 
European and American businesses had extended so 
much economic and political control over Mexico 
that she became known as the stepmother of 
Mexicans and the mother of foreigners. 


