
LITERATURE CONCERNING CHILD DEVELOPMENT READ BY 
A SELECTED GROUP OF i10THERS OF PRESCHOOL 

CHILDREN AND REASONS FOR CHOICES 

by 

PATRICIA PTACEK 

B, S., Kansas State College 
of Agriculture and Applied Science, 1956 

A THESIS 

submitted in partial fulfillment of the 

requirements for the degree 

MASTER OF SCIENCE 

Department of Family and Child Development 

KANSAS STATE COLLEGE 
OF AGRICULTURE AND APPLIED SCIENCE 

1958 



LV 

on 
py 7 

.z TABLF. OF CONTENTS 

t76ei 

INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW OF LITERATURE 1 

METHODS AND MATERIALS 11 

RESULTS 21 

DISCUSSION OF DATA 33 

CONCLUSIONS 38 

IMPLICATI ONS 39 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 40 

RI. RENCES 41 

APPENDIX 4,4 



INTRODUCTION AND RTNIFW OF LIT RATURF 

Education is the process of integrating the individual with 

the world and its elements for the pur2ose of helping that indi- 

vidual take his proper place in his subculture to the greatest 

satisfaction and fulfillment of both his own desires and those 

of the society of which he is a part. 

The process of education can be carried on only actively, 

never passively, In order to learn, the individual must be 

actively orientated toward the material to be learned. 

The first necessary element for education is research. 

Once this research has been developed into ideas which the 

researcher thinks will improve the daily lives of the public it 

is important that the results are disseminated to the public 

for consumption. The problem of how to circulate and interpret 

such materiel must be solved so the material will be available 

to persons who will benefit by the knowledge. Through the solu - 

tion to this problem the purposes of higher education are closer 

to accomplishment. 

It is essential, also, to conduct research in the area of 

the public's choice of written media so that research concerning 

child development, or any other area of study, will be success- 

fully utilized. This material must not only be strategically 

placed but must also fulfill the criteria by which the public 

selects its reading material. 

Concerning this problem Waples has written: 

The normal situation in any community, so far as we 
have been able to learn, reveals a very wide discrepancy 
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said: 

between whet people read and what they prefer. 
1 

By in- 
vestigations...we should eventually determine what con- 
ditions may be so controlled as to increase the reader's 
satisfaction with what he actually reads...it is essential 
to determine first what people want to read about, since 
a knowledge of the subjects discussed in contemporary 
literature that adults want most to read about is the 
necessary point of departure in any attempt to supply 
acceptable reading. Other preferences of the reader- - 
such as preferences for certain authors, for a particular 
style, for treatments of a given length, and the like- - 
must also be determined if the reader is to be satisfied 
as completely as possible. 2 

Clift, in introducin7 the topic of adult reading, has 

In a world in which the adult is hard put to cope 
with the ideas that strive for and require his atten- 
tion, reading remains the single most important form of 
communication available to him and the most effective 
tool for his continuing education. 3 

Dale and Chall in discussing the developing of readable 

materials have said: 

If printed materials are to be a force in adult 
education we must meet three conditions: 

(1) We must have books, articles, and pamphlets 
on important subjects prepared by able 
writers for the layman as well as the special- 
ist. 

(2) We must make these materials physically avail- 
able and psychologically acceptable. The book, 
pamphlet, or article must reach the potential 
reader and must be attractive enough so that 
he will try to read it. 

1Douglas Waples, "Subject interests and Actual Reading," 
The Library uarterl Jan., 1932, 2:42. 

2Ibid, p. 3. 

3David H. Clift, Adult Readin, Vol. 55, Part II of the 
National Society for the Study of Education Yearbook, edited 
by Nelson B. Henry, 177, p. 1. 
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(3) The reader must understand what he reads. if 
he does not, he either quits or gets a confused 
idea of what the writer means.4 

One purpose of this study was to discover what written 

sources mothers of preschool children in Manhattan consulted 

concerning theory and practice in raising children. The written 

media under consideration were magazines, newspapers, bulletins, 

pamphlets, leaflets, and books. 

Another purpose of the study was to discover what elements 

of the written media influenced a particular mother's selection 

of the specific type of media. Why does mother X choose one 

certain magazine over another one? 

Concerning this point Waples has said that three conditions 

which are mor::: influential than others in their effect upon 

satisfaction are (1) subject interest, (2) readability, (3) 

accessihility.5 

Finally, a third purpose of the study was to discover the 

degree to which the individual mother accepted and applied the 

knowledge to which she had exposed herself. Concerning this 

point Gray has said: 

Intensive studies such as those made by Dale and 
Lazarsfeld supply clear evidence that there is no sub- 
stitute for reading in meeting many personal and social 
needs. Of special importance is its value in the de- 
liberate study of the serious problems which we face 
today. Its distinctive value lies in two facts. Print- 
ed materials provide the most illuminating and varied re- 
cords of human experience now available. Furthermore, 

'Edgar Dale, and Jeanne S. Chan, Adult Reading, Vol. 55, 
Part ii of the National Society for the Study of Education 
Yearbpok, edited by Nelson B. Henry, 1956, p. 219. 

-Naples, 22, cit., p. 43. 
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they can be examined end restudied time and again at the 
reader's convenience and at his own pace, thus enabling 
him to acquire clearer understandings, to gevelop rational 
attitudes, and to reach. sound conclusions.'" 

This study was planned to add to the present knowledge of 

carrying research to the public once it has been discovered and 

processed by the experimenter. In discovering which written media 

mothers of preschool children choose, what criteria. aided in their 

choices, and whet factors influenced their selection of specific 

articles, it will be easier to disseminate literature concerning 

the young child to mothers who can profit by that literature. 

Finally, the degree to which the mothers studied thought they had 

applied the knowledge is important, for knowledge is useful only in 

so far as it is used by those persons who can profit by it. 

In relation to these reasons for the study several purposes 

were listed to induce clarification. They were: 

(1) To discover through what written media mothers educate 

themselves on child development philosophies and practices. 

(2) To discover by what criteria mothers select the stated 

media. 

(3) To discover by what criteria mothers select specific 

articles on child development. 

(4) To discover the frequency with which mothers read child 

development literature. 

From these specific purposes for the study several hypotheses 

were to be tested by means of the results of the study. These were: 

6 William S. 
National Society 
Nelson B. Henry, 

Gray, Adult Reading, Vol. 55, Part II of the 
for the Study of Education Yearbook, edited by 
1776, p. 31. 



(1) That mothers select written media concerning child 

development on the basis of availability, pooulariby, 

price of the publication, and sugestions from other 

parents. 

That mothers do not read child development articles 

re7ularly. 

That mothers choose media which concern other tooics 

of interest to the family. 

(L) That mothers choose articles concerning child develop- 

ment for clarity and simplicity of the material. 

On undertaking this study certain assumptions were thought 

to hold. true for all mothers selected as respondents. These were: 

(1) That all mothers chosen for the study were able to 

read. 

(2) That all mothers chosen for the study would not be 

emotionally threatened by discussing their reading 

material with the interviewer. 

That all mothers chosen for the study had access to 

written media concernin7 child development. 

A study of this type necessarily poses some unavoidable 

limitations. First, there was not enouh. time and money avail- 

able to survey a 2ercentage of the total population of Manhattan 

which would give unequivocal information reparding the reading 

habits of all mothers of preschool children. 

Secondly, the inexperience of the interviewer would influ- 

ence the interview situation; therefore the results would not 

be as accurate descriptions of the respondent's habits and 

5 

( 3 ) 
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values as would be true if the interviewer were experienced in 

this field. 

Finally, there was no known check of validity and reliability 

for the instrument used in collectirw the data. 

Many studies have been carried out on the amount of reading 

that the American population does, both regularly and in its 

entirety. Asheim stated that 70 per cent of a cross section poll 

in 1948 answered "no" to reeding books within the past month while 

in 1950 this percentage had increased to 79.7 He also stated 

that 60-70 per cent read one or more magazines remlarly and from 

85-90 per cent read a newspaper regularly. A. far greater pro- 

portion of young adults in the 21-29 age group read than those 

over 50. 
8 

More professional people and skilled workmen read than 

wage- earners or unskilled workmen. Supporting this statement he 

also said that more people in the upper income levels read than 

those with lower incomes, and people read in ratio to the amount 

of education they have received. 

Of this last finding Asheim stated that "education is the 

major correlate of reading no matter how you approach it."9 

Asheim stated that Waples and Tyler found that the factors 

which make for differences in reading interest are sex, the 

amount of schoolin,, occupation, environment, age, and the time 

spent in reading. 
10 

7Lester Asheim, Adult Reading, Vol. 55, Part II of the 
National Society for the Study of Education Yearbook, edited by 
Nelsog B. Henry, 176, p. 8. 

Ibid., p. 9. 
9Ibid., p. 8. 
10Lbid., p. 15. 
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However, Psheim quoted 'maples and Tyler as sayin_;: 

...interest is less important as a. factor In deter. 
minim: what a person will read than is accessibility. in 
other words, unless the reader is very stronfly motivated, 
he is likely to read what fo there, whether he is partic- 
ularly interested or not.11 

Waples and Tyler continued that: 

Nor are we be:ind accurate when we assume that in- 
terest is only a subject-matter thin. To say that 
people read what other people are readln, rather than 
what they themselves are interested in, is to overlook an 
important element iv what is interestino, i. c., what other 
people are rradin.12 

In dIscoverin::: the public's motives for determinin what 

they read Waples has stated: 

The reader's predispositiovQ, are involved in the 
effects of readinc in two ways. 13 They condition the 
reader's selection of publications and they condition 
his interpretation of whet he reads. 

in short, both men and women are primarily inter. 
ested in rading about themselves. The closer a topic 
fits one's personal problems or fantasies, the stronger 
it's appea1.14 As the central fact in most people's 
lives, occupation has an imporUnt role in the selection 
and Interpretation of reading.1., 

The third motive--the desire to understand people 
In order to manage them more effectively...Is expressed 
mainly by parents, teachers, and salesmen. Since women 
must manage servants, children, and husbands, the 14 
woman's mtgazines cater directly to this interest.' 

Lazarsfeld and Kendall have stated si;:lilar percentages, 

based on the second National Association of Broadc;,sters' survey, 

llibid. 
* p. 16. 

12ibid., p. 17. 
13153771as Waples, 3ernard Berelson, and Franklyn R. Brad- 

shaw, The Process and Effects of Mass Communication, edited by 
Wilbur7. Schramm, p. 56.. 

-7141.11., P. 58. 
1>i bid., P. 59. 
161bid., p. 6 4. 



8 

which support Ashci &s discussion. They found that 74 per cent 

of a_ surveyed E:roup had not read booka durin the past month. 17 

They also stated that 60-70 per cent rend at least one mtvazine 

reularly, and that 35-90 per cent read one or more newspapers 

more or less rej2larly. 
18 

Rid,:may also found similar statistics for written comuni- 

cations media in o stud,/ of 225 non-users or the ilus. branch 

Library in New York. 
19 

She stated that 95 per cent of those 

interviewed rend newspapers rejllarly, 60 per cent resd moazines 

ialnrly, and 43 per cent read books reularly. She also round 

that 1-.1e, population liked newspapers because of accessibility, 

low cost, and because they can be read quickly and then discarded. 
20 

Of the ma;:azines read Rid way found that in order of pre- 

ference rend by 12 or more people interviewed the rnnkin was 

"The Saturday Evenin Post", "Cosmopolitan", "Literary Dicest", 

"Good Pousekce-i)in7", "Woman's Home Companion", and "The Ladies 

Trome Journal" 
.21 Two-thirds of the maazines read were taken by 

subscription and one-third were bought at the newsstand. 

No studies were found on which a population was surveyed 

concernin reedinz, habits and preferences for child develoDmemt 

articles and books alone. ,Similarly, very few studies were 

1. Paul F. Lazarsfell and Patricia Kendall, "The Communica- 
tions Lichavior of the Average American," Mass Communications, 
editeOnOy Wilbur Schramn, p. 

Juibid., p. 42;2. 
19Helen A. Rid:way "Community Studies in Reading," Part ILL. 

"Rocklin: Habits of Adult Non-Users of the Public Library," The 
Libras Quarterly, January, 1936, 6:12. 

dulbid., p. 14. 
211b1d., 2. 17. 
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found in which any res arch at all had been done on parental 

interests in written communications concerning raising children. 

Brieland, in a discussion of recent literature made up 

primarily of 1955-56 publications, stated that pupular parent 

education literature used by individuals can serve two functions 

in parent education. 22 These are to give practical information 

for a background of knowledge about child growth and development 

and to give conclusions about recent studies bearing on parent- 

child relationships, He also found that two parent education 

magazines which enjoy widest circulation are "Parents" and 

"National Parent-Teachers".23 

Littman, Curry, and Pierce-Jones conducted an open-end 

interview with over 200 parents in Eugene, Oregon, on where 

parents go for help in which some questions were asked concern- 

ing written media.24 The purpose of the study was to discover 

the felt needs of parents in dealing with their child, and what 

they did or would like to do in satisfying such needs. They 

found that "neither teachers nor newspapers are primarily catea 

gorized by parents as aids in their relations with children; but 

they can and de serve such functions, and this oan be brought out 

by special probing."25 

22 Donald Brieland, "Uses of Research in Recent Popular Parent 
Education Literature," Marriage and Family Living, September, 
1957, 19:65. 

p. 60. 
24Richard A. Littman, John' Curry, and John Pierce-Jones, 

"Where Parents Go for Help," The Coordinator, September, 1957, 
6:3. 

45 Ibid., p. 5. 
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In answer to the question of what sources they seek for help, 

communication media ranked second with 25 per cent (physicians 

ranked highest with 30 per cent). in answer to the question of 

which of the named authorities was the most help communication 

media again ranked second with 20 per cent; physicians again 

ranked highest with 42 per cent. 
26 However, when asked which 

authorities were the least helpful communication media also 

ranked second with 41 per cent; friends and relatives ranked 

first with 44 per cent. 
27 Discussing these findings the authors 

stated: 

Paradoxically, communication media are the second 
most helpful and the second least helpful, though tgy 
are listed more often as unhelpful than as helpful. 

Hoeflin conducted an open.end interview study of child 

rearing practices and child care resources used by 100 Ohio farm 

families with preschool children.29 In examining the child care 

resources used she found that relatives and friends were listed 

as first and second choices in 211 cases and printed material as 

first and second choices in 191 cases. 
30 

She found that there 

were no reel differences found in comparing socio-economic status 

and child care resources.31 

26ibid., 0. 6. 
47Ibid., p. 6. 
ail:TRman, et. al., loc. cit.« p. 6. 
29Ruth Hoeflin, "Child Rearing Practices and Child Care 

Resources Used by Ohio Farm Families with Preschool Children," 
3. of Genetic Psychology, June, 1954, 84:287, 

237. 
3libjd., p. 290. 
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White, in a study of social class, child rearing practices, 

and child behavior, found that: 

There was no class difference between mothers men- 
tioning readin; newspapers or magazines, but there was 
a significant difference if they mentioned a specific book,, 
by en expert...rether then newspaper or magazine articles.)' 

METHUDS AND MATERIALS 

Respondents for this study were selected from the census 

taken in Manhattan in March and April of 1957. The census books 

were obtained from the City Clerk's office at the County Court 

House. The requirements for eligibility for participation in the 

study were complete family groups with at least one child under 

school age. 

Army listed 

Manhattan Telephone Directory, or on door placards were eliminated 

from the study. This procedure was followed to offset the ratio 

of army families to be included in the study since Manhattan has 

an abnormally high number of army families. Personal friends and 

professional associates of the interviewer and parents of children 

enrolled at the Kansas State College Child Development laboratory 

were eliminated from the study on the assumption that their 

previous association with the interviewer might influence their 

mental set toward the interview situation and their responses 

resulting from the interview schedule. 

32 
Martha Strum White, "Social Class, Child Rearing Practices, 

and Child Behavior," J. of Sociological Reviev, Dec., 1957, 
22:709. 
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Of the 1,305 nvones selected from the census records a five 

per cent random sample was taken from each of the seven wards. 

Once the names had been selected the Manhattan Telephone Direc- 

tory was consulted for changes of address. if the address change 

was within the ward the name was left on the list. If the 

address change removed the person to another ward the name was 

eliminated from the study. 

The Kansas State College Student Directory was also consulted 

and names of students selected were eliminated from the study. 

This procedure was carried out to offset the high ratio of college 

students living in Manhattan. 

The interview schedule was composed to fulfill the objectives 

of the study (Appendix). The purposes and questions asked to 

fulfill the purposes are: 

PURPOSE I. To discover through what written media mothers 

educate themselves on child development philos- 

ophies and practices. 

Question IA. in which magazines do you read articles about 

raising children? 

Question 3A. In which newspapers do you read articles about 

raising children? 

Question 3F. If the articles you read on raising a child 

are regular columns which ones are they? 

Question 5A. What bulletins, pamphlets, or leaflets have 

you read about raising children? 
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Question 6A. What books about raising children have you 

read? 

PURPOSE ii. To discover by what criteria mothers select 

the stated. media. 

Question IE. Which of these ma.97azines do you subscribe to 

or buy just because they have articles on 

raisin:; children? 

Question IF. For what reasons do you select (name of 

magazine)? 

Do you select (name of magazine) because of 

any of the reasons listed on this card? 

1. you have heard a lot about it? 

2. someone else suz2ested it? 

3. it is easy to buy? 

L. it contains other articles of interest? 

5. the price? 

Question 3E. What reasons do you have for selecting (name 

of newspaper)? 

Do you read (name of newspaper) because of any 

of the reasons listed on this card? 

1. you have heard a lot about it? 

2. someone else suggested it? 

3. it is easy to buy? 

4. the price? 

Question 6G. For what reasons did you read (name of book)? 

PURPOSE III. To discover by what criteria mothers select 

specific articles on child development. 



Question iH. 

Question II. 

Question U. 

Question 3H. 

Question 31. 

Question 3J. 

Question 5D. 

Question E. 

lL 

Do yot, think the magazine articles you have 

read on raisin children use words that would 

be understood at the junior high, high school, 

or college level? 

Would you have liked the magazine articles 

you read to be longer, shorter, or were they 

about the right length? 

Do you feel the magazine articles you have 

read on raising children have given you help- 

ful suggestions usually, sometimes, or seldom? 

Do you think the newspaper articles you have 

read on raising children use words that would 

be understood at the junior high, high school, 

or college level? 

Would you have liked the newspaper articles 

or columns you read on raising children to be 

longer, shorter, or were they about the right 

length? 

Do you feel the newspaper articles you have 

read on raising children have given you helpful 

suggestions usually, sometimes, or seldom? 

Which bulletins about raising children have 

you sent for that were free? 

Which bulletins about raising children have 

you bought? 
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Question SF. Do you think the bulletins you have read on 

raisin: children use words that would be under- 

stood at the junior high, high school, or 

college level? 

Question 5G. Would you have liked the bulletins you read 

on raisin7 children to be longer, shorter, or 

were they about the right length? 

Question 5H. Do you feel that the bulletins, pamphlets, or 

leaflets you have read on raising children have 

given you helpful suggestions usually, sometimes, 

or seldom? 

Question 6H. Do you feel that the books you have read on 

raising children have given you helpful 

suggestions usually, sometimes, or seldom? 

Question 61. Would you have liked the books you read on 

raising children to be longer, shorter, or 

were they about the right length? 

Question 3. Do you like to read books or articles best 

about raising children that have many pictures, 

some pictures, or no pictures? 

Question 9. Would you read a book, article, or bulletin 

about raising children that did not have any 

pictures? 

Question 10. Do you usually, sometimes, or seldom look to 

see who wrote the book or article about raising 

children? 
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Question 11. Have you read any books, articles, or bulletins 

on raisin children by a person whose name 

was not familiar to you? 

Question 12. Would you be more likely to read e book, 

article, or bulletin about raising children if 

it was written by a person whose name was 

familiar to you? 

PURPOoF iV. To discover tt)e frequency with which mothers 

read child development literature. 

Question 1G. Did you read magazine articles concerning 

raising children during; the past week or so? 

Durinj, the past month? Two or three times 

during the past year? 

Question 30. Did you read newspaper articles concerning 

raising children yesterday or the day before? 

During the past week? During the past month? 

A few times during the pest year? 

Question 5A. What bulletins, pamphlets, or leaflets have 

you read about raisin-. children? 

Question 6A. What books about raising children have you 

read? 

The followin- questions refer to the first and fourth pur- 

poses in that they determine the importance the respondent placed 

on the media mentioned, and aid in deducing the frequency with 

which the specific media are read: 

Question I'd. Which of these ma'azines do you subscribe to? 
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Question IC. Which. of these mn:jnzines do you buy at the 

newsstand? 

Question ID. Which of t ese magazines do you. borrow? 

Question 3B. To which of these newspapers do you subscribe? 

Question 3C. Which of these newspapers do you buy at the 

newsstand? 

Question 5B. Which bulletins were sent to you without your 

asking for them? 

Question 5C. Who sent them to you? 

Question 5D. Which bulletins about raising children have 

you sent for that were free? 

Question 5E. Which bulletins about raising children have 

you bought? 

Question 6B. Who wrote (name of book)? 

Question 6C. Which of these books did you buy? 

Question 6D, Which of these books did you borrow? 

The following questions refer to purpose II in that they 

induce responses from the respondents which would discover why 

mothers did not select the stated media: 

Question 2. What reasons would you give for not reading 

magazine articles about raising children? 

Question L. Why don't you read newspaper articles about 

raising children? 

Question 7. Why don't you read books on raising children? 

An explanation of the study. was given at the top of the 

schedule to help the mother understand the purpose of the inter- 

view. Questions two, four, and seven were asked only if the 



mother answered questions IA, 3, or 6.A with "none". in this 
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Case the other subdivisions of the previously ientioned questions 

were eliminated. The section entitled "General Information about 

Reaelnee was asked only if the mothers had mai some type of 

media. The section entitled "General information about the Family" 

was asked of every respondent. 

Under the second pert of questions IF and 3F the mother was 

handed c card with alternative reasons aeproeriate to the question 

tfeed on the card. She then gave her responses verbally to the 

question.. She was also told when handed the card that she need 

not select an alternative if none applied to her situation. 

Once compiled the interview schedule was examined and revised 

by three home economists, one psychologist, one statistician, and 

one philosopher. 

One name was selected by random sample from each of the 

seven wards to represent that ward in the pretest. Of those 

seven, four were interviewed, one had moved, one was eliminated 

as army personnel, and one was not home. Three families re- 

presented the business and professional occupational group and 

two represented the skilled, semi-skilled, and unskilled group. 

Three were white and one was Necro. 

All interviewing was carried out between the hours of 

nine-thirty and eleven o'clock in the morning and one-thirty and 

four o'clock in the afternoon. This procedure was followed to 

avoid mealtime preparation and clean-up and to eliminate the 

extra confusion of school-age children being present. 
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The interview approach. used was to ask the person answering 

the door if she was Mrs. Jones. if she was not the interviewer 

asked when Mrs. Jones could be reached. If she was Mrs. Jones 

she was told the followinE statement: 

I am and i am a graduate student at 
Kansas State College. For my master's thesis i am inter- 
viewing mothers in Manhattan on what they read about 
raising children. The interview will take about fifteen 
minutes. May I interview you? 

If the mother accepted the request the interviewer was in- 

vited inside and asked to sit down. The mother was then told 

that the interview was confidential, that her name would not be 

used, and that each interview schedule was given a number. If 

the mother appeared confused or defensive she was told the 

following: 

To explain. more fully, i would like to write 
articles about how to raise children when i have 
finished my master's degree. These questions will 
help me understand what type of material you read 
most often and how you feel about what you read. 

The longest interview conducted was approximately 75 minutes, 

the shortest 10 minutes, with the average 15 minutes. The inter- 

view schedule was followed exactly except in a few cases where 

the mother would begin to discuss books and newspapers while on 

the magazine section. In these cases she was allowed to finish 

her statement and was then referred back to the section where she 

had been originally. 

If the mother appeared to be busy, if she had company, or if 

she said she could not take the time at the moment, an appointment 

was set up within the next day or two. if the appointment was 
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broken by the mother not be n: home At the appointed time 

it was counted as a refusal end she was eliminated from the 

study, if the mother refused or Appeared hi lly suspicious or 

extremely hostile, the interview did not take place on the as- 

sumption that hostility would influence her respenses negatively. 

if no one was at home two cell backs were made at different times 

of the day. if, on the third call back, there was still no 

one home, the name was eliminated from the list. 

In some cases the mother was of foreign origin and could 

not speak English. These respondents were eliminated from the 

study. 

Analysis of the data on the basis of educational level, 

occupational status, and number of children in the family was 

mode. In view of the small number of respondents, various 

groups were combined to increase the number in each category. 

Occupations classified as business end professional were 

grouped into what was termed the "upper group" along with two 

college students who were in the lost year of school end were 

taking courses which would prepare them for the professional or 

business group. The others were combined into a group called 

the "lower group" end were composed of clerical, army, skilled, 

semi-skilled, and unskilled workers. 

Educational groupins were made of those persons having a 

high school education or less and those having some college. 
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ra:Iilies were ::;rouped for number of c?,ildren into three or 

fewer and four or :ore on the basis of the fact that the average 

, 33 
number of children ocr family unit in the United States is 26. 

The or7cnization and develo)ment of the entire study was 

carried out with the cooperation of the Statistical Laboratory 

et Kansas State CullepT. Statistical measures applied to the 

data were the ch'L-square test of association amon education, 

occupation, and the number of eildren; and confidence intervals 

for estimation of 2opulation parameters. 

RESULTS 

A chart sl:owin?:: the location of the seven census wards in 

Manhattan which were used as a basis for selection of respondents 

is shown in the appendix. 

As shown in Table 1, the most frequent reason for elimination 

of subjects was chance of address since the city census in March 

and April of 1957. Ward 6 had the hiL,,hest number of families 

movia] and also the hihest number of students. Ward 5 had the 

hi:frest availability rate with only two people eliminated. With 

the exception of Ward 5, from two to four times the number of 

people interviewed were contacted, or contacts were attempted. 

33Stated in the lecture, "Chanes in the American Family," 
by Reuben Hill at the Kansas Family Life Association Conference 
at Kansas State ColleE;e, Jetober 3-Li., 1957. 
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Table 1. Total contncts and attempted contacts. 

Ward : Ward : Ward : Ward : Ward : Ward : Ward : otal 

Interviewed 
Moved 
Students 
Divorced 
Refused 
Army 
Conflicts 
Foreign 
Not Home 
Wrong Address 

Total 

i : 11 : Ili : IV 

4 5 18 b 
9 3 10 11 
1 - 2 4 
- 2 - - 
- 
- 
1 

1 

- 

- 

- 
- 
1 
1 
1 
- 

3 
1 
- 
- 
- 
- 

- 
2 
- 

- 
- 
1 

16 18 2 

: V : V.T. ; VII : Number 
5 9 i7 66 
- 19 6 63 
. 6 5 i.8 

1 1 1 r ) 
1 - - 4 
- 1 - 
- - 1 3 
- - 1 3 
- - 1 2 
. 1 - 2 

1 1 0 

Of the 66 mothers interviewed, 26 had some college education 

and 40 had high school training or less. Twenty-five were rated 

in the upper economic group and L.1 in the lower. Nineteen had 

four children or more and 47 had three or fewer. The entire group 

of occupations of the fathers end classification occupations 

is listed in the appendix. 

All results from this study were drawn and analyzed with the 

assistance of the Statistical Laboratory at Kansas State College. 

The following general conclusions concerning all Manhattan 

mothers with preschool children were derived from ninety per cent 

confidence intervals: 

It is estimated that from 75-90 per cent of all Manhattan 

mothers with preschool children do some reading of magazine arti- 

cles on the raising of children, and between one-half and three- 

fourths of them subscribe to some magazine. The most popular 

magazine for such reading is the "Ladies Home journal" which from 

36-55 per cent read. The second most popular is "Parents" which 

from one-sixth to one-third of the mothers mentioned (Table 2). 



23 

Table 2. Estimated percentages of Manhattan mothers 
of preschool children reading and subscribing 
to certain magazines, based on ninety per cent 

confidence intervals. 

Name or Type . Per Cent . 
. Per Cent 

of Magazine . 
_. 

Read . Subscribe To 
"Ladies Home Journal" 36-55 15-32 
"Parents" 21-39 9-23 
"Good Housekeeping" 20-33 5-17 
"Readers Digest" 17-35 10-25 
Grocery 15-32 -- 

"McCalis" 13-30 6-19 
Church 12 -23 6-19 
"Life" 9-23 5-17 
"Saturday Evening Post" 7-21 5-17 
"Better Homes and Gardelcs" 6-19 2-12 
%omens Home Companion" - 0-5 
'Grocery magazines include "Woman's Day', 'Family Circle'', and 
"Everywoman". 
2Church magazines include "Christian Home", "Together", "Catholic 
Digest", "Columbia", "Friar Magazine", "Messenger ", "Sacred 

3 "Wornans 
and "Home Life". 

-5"Womans Home Companion" ceased publication with vol. 84:1, Jan., 
1957. 

Between one-half and three-fourths of the mothers (Table 3) 

read articles in the "Manhattan Mercury" about raising children, 

which is more than is true for the "Kansas City Star" and the 

"Topeka Daily Capital" combined.34 

Table 3. Estimated percentages of Manhattan mothers 
of preschool children reading certain news- 
papers, based on ninety per cent confidence 

intervals. 

Name of Newspaper Per Cent 
Read 

"Manhattan Mercury" 53-72 
"Kansas City Star' 25-W4 
"Topeka Daily Capital" 10-25 

Not over one-sixth of the mothers have well-defined reasons 

for their selection of a newspaper to read (Table 4) 

34Articles on child care appear in the Mercury about every 
three weeks. 



Table 4. Estimated percentages of Manhattan 
mothers of preschool children hav- 
ing specified reasons for selection 
of newspapers, based on ninety per 

cent confidence intervals. 

Reason . Per Cent 
Have heard a lot about it 5-17 
Someone else suggested it 0 -7 
Easy to buy 5-17 
The price 0 -9 
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Table 5 shows that probably not even one-fifth of the mothers 

read articles about raisin children in the regularly syndicated 

columns of any newspaper. 35 

Table 5. Estimated percentages of Manhattan mothers 
of preschool children reading syndicated 
newspaper columns, based on ninety per cent 

confidence intervals. 

Author Per Cent 
Don't remember 7-21 
Hal Boyle 0-7 
Arnold Gesell 3-14 
Ruth Millet 5-17 
Doctor Jordan 9-23 
Ann Lander 2-12 

More than two-thirds of the mothers read bulletins, pamphlets, 

and/or leaflets about raising children; but less than one-third 

could remember which ones they read (Table 6). 

Table 6. Estimated percentages of Manhattan mothers 
of preschool children reading bulletins, 
based on ninety per cent confidence intervals. 

Publication 
Can't remember the names 
"Pierre the Pelican" 

Per Cent 
59-78 
1 2 

Pierre the Pelican is a series of leaflets distributed 
free of charge by the State Board of Health to parents 
of first children born in Kansas. 

35 With the exception of Arnold Gesell, the columnists listed 
do not devote their copy exclusively to child development material. 
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Less then one-fourth of the mothers send for free bulletins, 

and less than one mother in eight buys such bulletins (Table 7 

and 8). 

Table 7. Estimated percentages of Manhattan mothers 
of preschool children sending for free 
bulletins, based on ninety per cent confi- 

dence intervals. 

Publication Per Cent 
None 76-90 
Can't remember the names 11-26 
Specific bulletins 2-12 

Table 8. Estimated oercentages of Manhattan mothers 
of preschool children buying bulletins, 
pamphlets, and/or leaflets, based on ninety 

per cent confidence intervals. 

Publication 
None 
Some 

Per Cent 
91-100 
2-12 

At least three-fourths of the mothers believe that the com- 

plexity of the material in the articles about raising children 

is below college level (Table 9). 

Table 9. Estimated percentages of Manhattan mothers 
of preschool children rating the word-level 
complexity of media, based on ninety per 

cent confidence intervals. 

Type of Media : Level of Media Complexity 
Junior High : High School : Collei;;e 

Magazines 35-53 23-41 7-19 
Newspapers 20-38 21-39 10-25 
Bulletins 27-45 24-42 7-21 

At least two-thirds of the mothers (Table 10) think the 

articles in magazines, newspapers, and bulletins are about the 

right length but not much over half have this opinion about books. 
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Table 10. Estimated percentaes of Manhattan mothers 
of preschool children alvin ratings of 
media length, based on ninety per cent 

confidence intervals. 

Type of Media 
Lem,:th 

Just 
Rirrht 

Maazines 9-6 19-36 
Newspapers 44-64 11-26 
Bulletins L1.9 -68 13-30 
Books 1122-'19-......-. 12-28 

other 

The most common sources of bulletins, pamp,Ilets, and leaf- 

lets for the mothers (Table 11) are their doctors and the State 

Board of Health. Hospitals are next in order of importance in 

this respect. A list of the bulletins, pamphlets, and leaflets 

distributed by the State Board of Health, doctors, and The Riley 

County Hospital in Manhattan are shown in the appendix. 

Table 11. Estimated percentages of Manhattan mothers 
of preschool children giving sources for 
bulletins, based on ninety per cent confi- 

dence intervals. 

Source Per 
Cent 

State Board of Health 36.55 
Doctors 31-50 
Hospital 23 -14 
P. T. A. 10-25 
State Representative 6-19 
Insurance An'ent 4-16 

No more than one-third of the mothers read articles about 

raising children as frequently as once a week. From one-third 

to almost two-thirds of the mothers think they usually obtain 

helpful suggestions from the articles read (Tables 12 and 13). 
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Table 12. Estimated percentages of frequency of media 
reading as judged by Manhattan mothers of 
preschool children, based on ninety per 

cent confidence intervals. 

e of Media 
Mat;ezines 
Newspapers 

Month 
37 

2 

Week 
13-30 
16 

Year 
12-28 

D 

12-28 

Table 13. Estimated percentages of media helpfulness 
as judged by Manhattan mothers of preschool 
children, based on ninety per cent confi- 

dence intervals. 

Type of Media usually Sometimes Other 
Matazines 39-55 20-38 5-17 
Newspapers 33-52 19-36 0-9 
Bulletins 43-62 12-28 4-16 
Books 46-65 5-17 2-12 

Between two-thirds and four-fifths of the mothers read some 

books about raising children; but less than half of those who do 

read such books buy Spock's book, 

Pocket Book of Baby and Child Care, is the most frequently read 

of any, being mentioned more than the next two combined. These 

were Better Homes and Gardens Baby Book and Childcraft, a set of 

books. 

Table 14. Estimated percentages of Manhattan mothers 
of preschool children doing book reading 
and buying, based on ninety per cent confi- 

dence intervals. 

Name of Book Reed Buy 
Don't remember name 13-30 3-14 
Spock 36-55 24-42 
Better Homes 13-30 4-16 
Childcraft 9-23 6-19 

The mothers interviewed prefer books and articles with some 

pictures, rather than none or many. However, over three-fourths 

of these readers will read articles having no pictures at all 

Tables 15 and 16). 
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Table 15. Estimated percentages of the number of pictures 
desired by Manhattan mothers of preschool chil- 
dren, based on ninety per cent confidence inter- 

vals. 

Amount 
Many 
Some 
None 
Don't care 

Per Cent 
10-25 
37-56 
5-17 
11-26 

Table 16. Estimated percentages of Manhattan mothers 
of preschool children who will read media 
without pictures, based on ninety per cent 

confidence intervals. 

Response : Per Cent 
Yes 73-88 
No 0-9 
Sometimes 2-12 

From one-third to one-half of the mothers usually note the 

author of an article or book they read. Another 12-28 per cent 

sometimes do, whereas between 21-39 per cent seldom pay any 

attention to authorship (Table 17). 

Table 17. Estimated percentages of frequency of 
author notation by Manhattan mothers 
of preschool children, based on ninety 

per cent confidence intervals. 

Frequency Per Cent 
Usually 33-52 
Sometimes 12-28 
Seldom 21-39 

About two Manhattan mothers out of three would prefer to 

read articles by authors whose names were familiar to them 

(Table 18). 

Table 18. Estimated percentages of Manhattan 
mothers of preschool children de- 
siring, known authorship, based on 
ninety per cent confidence intervals. 

Response Per Cent 
Yes 46-65 
No 25-L1. 
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Chi-square tests of association were _lede on the relation 

between ecc-lontionel level and vErious activities associated with 

the reading of literature on child develuoment. Similar studies 

were made involvinL educational level and the nueber of cnildren. 

The followin:: activities related to reading literature about 

raLsin. children are si-nificentlj associated with the economic 

status of the res,oendent: 

(1) Manhattan mothers of preschool children in the upper 

income level slInscribe to more mEw,azines including 

articles about raising children than do mothers in the 

- lower income group (X 
2-6.9)4***). The upper Income 

level also purchases more magazines from the news- 

stand. 

(2) Manhattan mothers of preschool children in the lower 

income group read more newspaper articles about raisins 

children than did those mothers in the upper income 

group (X 2- _3.6inear*) . They also think they receive 

more help from such articles (X2=6.160. 

(3) Manhattan mothers of preschool children in the upper 

economic level tend to rate the word level complexity 

of bulletins hither than did mothers in the lower 

economic group (X2=3.10near*) 

(Lb) Manhattan mothers of orescilool children in the upper 

economic group definitely read more books about raising 

children than do mothers in the lower economic group 



The followin activities related to reading literature about 

raising children are si;7nificantly related to the amount of 

education the mother has had: 

(1) Manhattan mothers of preschool children with some 

college education read more magazines than do those 

mothers with less education (X45,31. Manhattan 

mothers of preschool children with some college train- 

ing also buy more magazines from the newsstand than do 

those mothers with less education (X2=7.19**). 

(2) Manhattan mothers of preschool children with a high 

school education or less express less specific reasons 

for selecting the magazines read than do those mothers 

- with some college education (X2:- 6.25*) and they are 

(3) 

less regular in reading articles about raising children 

than are the mothers with some college education 

(X2=9.200. 

Manhattan mothers of preschool children with a high 

school education or less do less newspaper reading 

about raising children than do the mothers with some 

. r 
college training, (X 

2-4.3d*) 
but those non-college 
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mothers who do read newspaper articles about raising 

children feel they get more benefit from such reading 

than do the mothers with some college training who 

read such articles (X2=5.690. 

(4) Manhattan mothers of preschool children with some college 

training rate the word complexity in bulletins at a 



31 

hisher level than do mothers with no college training 

(X 
2 =4.50*). 

( ) ero-portionately more Manhattan mothers of preschool 

children with some college education read boos on the 

raisin; of children than do mothers with a h'i,h school 

education or less (X2a14.72***). 

The followin_ activities related to reading literature 

about raisin children are sicnificantly related to the number 

of children the mother has: 

(1) Fewer of those 4enhattan mothers of preschool children 

with three children or fewer borrow magazines at all 

2 n 
(X 05.1o). t hi :i:Jer proportion of mothers with four 

children or more subscribe to or buy magazines because 

they have articles on raisin:, children (X2=9.$4**), 

(2) Manhattan mothers of preschool children with four 

children or more are more stron-li inclined to think 

they get help from magazine articles on raising children 

than did mothers with three children or fewer 

(x2=3.13nearcr). 

The following hypotheses related to reading literature 

about raising children are based on non-significant chi-squares: 

(1) Among Manhattan mothers of preschool children who read 

magazine articles about raising children, neither 

economic status nor education nor number of children 

has any detectable effect on the type of magazine they 

read. 
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(2) Amon those Manhattan mothers of preschool children 

who subscribe to magazines, the type of magazine is 

not dependent on economic status, educational level, 

nor number of children. 

(3) Among those Manhattan mothers of preschool children 

who buy magazines the type of magazine bought is not 

dependent on education or nu-nber of children. 

(Li.) Among those Manhattan mothers of preschool children 

who read magazines, the type borrowed is not associated 

with economic status (X2: 1,53ns), education (x2=0.9ons), 

or number of children (X2=1 53nS) 
(5) Neither economic status nor education is a factor in 

a Manhattan mother of preschool children's decision 

to buy a specific magazine because it has articles on 

raising children. 

(6) Among Manhattan mothers of preschool children neither 

economic status nor number of children is associated 

with the frequency with which the mother reads articles 

on raising children in magazines and newspapers. 

(7) The economic level and the amount of education a Man- 

hattan mother of preschool children has had do not affect 

her appreciation of the magazine articles she has read 

about raising children. 

(3) Frequency of newspaper subscription in Manhattan is 

essentially unaffected by economic level, educational 

level, or number of children among Manhattan mothers 

of preschool children. 
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(9) The frequency with which 2J.anhatten mothers of preschool 

children read newspaper articles about raisin children 

is not associated with their economic status, level of 

education, nor number of children. The ratin: of word 

complexity in those articles read is not affected by 

the three classifications either. 

(10) Whether a Manhattan mother of preschool children reads 

books on raisin_, children is not dependent on economic 

status, educetio.h or the number of children. 

(11) Amon,; those Manhattan mothers of preschool children 

buyin; books on the raisin:: oi children, the choice of 

purchase does not depend on economic status, education, 

or number of children. 

(12) The frequency with which Manhattan mothers of preschool 

children note the author of a book they read about 

raisin,' children is unrelated to their economic status 

or the number of children they have. 

DiSCUSSiON ' DATA 

The following discussion is related to the first objective 

of the study, which was to discover the written media throu,7h 

which mothers of preschool children educate themselves on child 

development philosophies and practices; and to the third hypoth- 

esis which was that mothers choose media which concern other topics 

of interest to the family. 

Manhattan mothers of preschool children seek all four types 

of written media for articles dealing;,2 with child rearing; practices. 
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From 75-90 per cent read .ne,:azines, 5O-75 per cent read the 

"Manhattan lercury", two-tl.irds reed bulletins, end two-thirds 

to four-fifths reed books. 

Althou,:h the f12.,ures for book end bulletin reading are higher 

then those for magazine reading., from one-half to three-fourths 

of the mothers subscribe to some magazine end are more frequently 

presented therefore with materiel on child care through magazines 

than through the other forms of media. Therefore it could be that 

they are receiving more information from magazines than the other 

three types of literature. 

Education may have some influe nce on magazine and book read- 

ing since mothers with some college education read more magazines, 

buy more magazines from the newsstand, and borrow more magazines 

than do those with less education. Mothers with some college 

training also read more books and newspaper articles on child 

care than do those with a high school education or less. 

in magazine reading, "The Ladies Home Journal" and "Parents" 

were the most frequently mentioned. "The Manhattan Mercury" was 

mentioned more often in newspaper selection than "The Kansas City 

Star" and the "Topeka Daily Capital" combined, which were the next 

two newspapers most frequently mentioned. 

"Pierre the Pelican" was the most frequently mentioned 

bulletin, and The Pocket Book of Baby and Child Care by Benjamin 

Spook was the most popular book. 

The following discussion is related to the second objective 

of the study, which was to discover by what criteria mothers 

select the stated media, and to the first hypothesis which stated 
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that nothers select written media concernin development 

on the basis of availabilit po),:larity, price of the publica- 

tion, and suggestions from other parents. 

bothers in the uPper economic group subscribe to more 

magazines, purchase more magazines from the newsstand, and read 

more books than do those mothers in the lower economic .-roue. 

however, the mothers in the lower economic group read more 

newspaper articles about raising children then do those in the 

uoper income group. Therefore, since the daily newspaper is 

less expensive than magazines and books, the price of the publi- 

cation may be a factor in the selection of the type of media 

obtained. 

Also, the "Manhattan Mercury" is read more often than the 

"Kansas City Star" and the "Topeka Daily Capital" combined, 

which were the next two newspapers most frequently mentioned. 

Thercforc; since the "Aanhatten Mercury" is the most available 

and the least expensive of the three, availability and price of 

the newspaper may be a factor in the selection of this type of 

written communications. 

Although two-thirds of the mothers read bulletins, pamphlets, 

and leaflets about child care, less than one-fourth of them have 

sent for a free bulletin and less than one in eight buy pamphlets. 

It appears that in the case of bulletins price and availability 

may be s. factor in selection. 

Popularity of the media and suggestions from others may be 

factors in the selection of books because recommendation was given 

by 13 of the 21 mothers reasons for selection of the Spock 
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book, The Pocket Book of paby and Child Care. Also, this book 

is published in the pocket form with paper backinL,, therefore 

making it an inexpensive purchase which is widely distributed. 

The following discussion is related to the third objective 

of the study, which was to discover by what criteria mothers 

select specific articles on child development, and the fourth 

hypothesis which stated that mothers choose articles concerning 

child development for clarity and simplicity of the material. 

Manhattan mothers appear to select articles which they are 

capable of understanding since three-fourths think that the com- 

plexity of the material is below college level. The upper 

economic level and the college group tend to rate the word level 

of bulletins higher than do the lower economic and educational 

levels. Word level ratin7, of newspaper articles is not affected 

by economic status, educational level, nor number of children. 

The length of the articles read by Manhattan mothers appears 

to be in agreement with their desires because two-thirds think 

that the length was about right in magazines, newspapers, and 

bulletins. However, not much over half believe that the length 

of the books read was what they would prefer. 

Manhattan mothers of preschool children appear to be satis- 

fied with the suggestions given in the media read since from 

one-third to almost two-thirds believe they usually obtain helpful 

suggestions from their readings. Economic status seems to have 

some effect on the degree of help the mothers think they receive 

from newspapers since the lower income group think they receive 
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more help fro-I such material than does the upper group. Non- 

colleve mothers also think they receive more help from newspaper 

articles than do college mothers. Mothers with four children or 

more believe they get more help from megAzine material than do 

mothers with three children or fewer. 

Although the mothers prefer books and articles with some 

pictures rather than none or many, over three-fourths of these 

readers will select articles having no pictures at all. There- 

fore, the amount of pictures does not appear to greatly influence 

the mother's decision to read the material. 

The importance of authorship of the articles read is diffi- 

cult to assess. Although two out of three mothers said they 

would prefer to read articles by authors whose names were familiar 

to them, it is estimated that from 12-28 per cent note the author 

sometimes, and 21-39 per cent essentially never pay any attention 

to authorship. Also, the frequency with which the mother notes 

the author of a book she reads might be slightly related to the 

amount of education she has had. 

The followin:: discussion is related to the fourth objective 

of the studv which was to discover the frequency with which the 

mother reeds chLld developrlent litereture, and to the second 

hypothesis which steted that mothers do not reed child develop- 

ment literature regularly. 

No more than one-third of the Manhattan mothers read articles 

about raising children as frequently as once a week. The non- 

college group is less rermler in reading articles in magazines 

about child care than is the college group. Economic status and 
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the number of children are not associated with the frequency with 

wllich the mothers read articles or bous. 

COCriJNS 

The followin conclusions are related to Manhattan mothers of 

preschool children; based on ninety per cent confidence intervals 

from the results of b6 interviews: 

(1) The mothers educate themselves on child development 

philosophies and practices throull books, meazines, 

newspapers, bulletins, pamphlets, and leaflets. 

(2) The mothers select written media concerning child 

development philosophies and practices to some extent 

on the basis of availability, popularity, and price of 

the publication. 

The mothers reed magazine and newspaper articles concern. 

in:, child development practices with some regularity. 

The mothers do not read books, bulletins, pamphlets, 

and leaflets regularly. 

The mothers do riot necessarily choose media concerning 

child development philosophies and practices from 

sources which contain other topics of interest to the 

family. 

The mothers choose articles concerning child development 

for clarity and simplicity of the material. 

The mothers do not choose articles concerning child 

development on the basis of authorship or the amount of 

Illustrative material. 



iMPLiatdikj.NS 

(1) Material on child care to be published in newspapers 

will probably receive more attention as a feature 

article rather than a syndicated column. 

(2) Material on child care to be published in bulletin, 

pamphlet, or leaflet form will receive wider distri- 

bution and attention if sent directly to the mother or 

made available free through some agency such as doctors, 

hospitals, or state welfare associations. 

(3) Literature on child care to be published in book form 

should be distributed as inexoensively as possible, 

probably in paper back form. 

(4) Literature on child care will probably be more popular 

with some illustrations but content of the article 

should receive the most attention. 
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APPENDIX 



INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 

I am interested in knowing what you read about raisin; children. 
I am going to ask you some questions which will help me to under- 
stand the reeding that you do on this subject and the way you 
feel about what you read. 

iAGAZINE INFORMATION 

1. A. In which magazines do you read articles about raising 
children? None LHJ WHC Look Cos Read D Good 
Parents Woman's D Nat. P. T. McCall's 

B. Which of these magazines do you subscribe to? None LHJ 
WIIC Look Cos Read D Good H Parents Woman's D 
Nat. P. T. McCall's 

C. Which of these magazines do you buy at the newsstand? 
None LHJ WHC Look Cos Read D Good H Parents 
Woman's D Nat. P. T. McCall's 

D. Which of these magazines do you borrow? None LHJ WHC 
Look Cos Read D Good H Parents Woman's D 
Nat. P. T. McCall's 

E. Which of these magazines do you subscribe to or buy just 
because they have articles on raising children? None 
Parents Nat. P. T. 

F. For what reasons do you select (name of magazine)? 

Do you select (name of magazine) because of any of the 
reasons listed on this card? 1 2 3 4 5 

G. Did you read magazine articles concerning raising children 
during the past week or so? During the past month? 
Two or three times during the past year? 

H. Do you think the magazine articles you have read on 
raising children use words that would be understood at 
the junior high, high school, or college level? 
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I. Would you have liked the magazine articles you read to 
be longer, shorter, or were they about the right 
length? 

J. Do you feel the maazine articles you have read on raising 
children have given you helpful suggestions usually, 
sometimes, or seldom? 

2. Whet reasons would you give for not readinL, magazine articles 
about raising children? 

NEWSPAPER INFORMbriON 

3. A. In which newspapers do you read articles about raising 
children? MMC KCS TDC None 

B. To which of these newspapers do you subscribe? None 
MMC KCS TDC 

C. Which of these newspapers do you buy at the newsstand? 
None MMC KCS TDC 

D. Which of these newspapers do you borrow? None MMC 
KCS TDC 

E. What reasons do you have for selecting (name of newspaper)? 

Do you read (name of newspaper) because of any of the 
reasons listed on this card? 1 2 3 4 

F. If the articles you read on raising a child are regular 
columns which ones are they? None Don't remember 

G. Did you read newspaper articles concerning raising 
children yesterday or the day before? During the past 
week? During the past month? A few times during the 
past year? 

H. Do you think the newspaper articles you have read on 
raising children use words that would be understood at 
the junior high, high school, or college level? 



I. Would you have liked the newspaper articles or columns you 
read on raising children to be longer, shorter, or 
were they about the right length? 

J. Do you feel the newspaper articles you have read on 
raising children have given you helpful suggestions 
usually, sometimes, or seldom? 

Li.. Why don't you read newspaper articles about raising children? 

BULLETIN INFORMATION 

5. A. What bulletins, pamphlets, or leaflets have you read 
about raising children? None Can't remember the names 

B. Which bulletins were sent to you without your asking for 
them? None Can't remember the names 

C. Who sent them to you? Don't know 

D. Which bulletins about raising children have you sent for 
that were free? None Can't remember the names 

E. Which bulletins about raising children have you bought? 
None Can't remember the names 

F. Do you think the bulletins you have read on raising 
children use words that would be understood at the junior 
high, high school, or college level? 

G. Would you have liked the bulletins you read on raising 
children to be longer, shorter, or were they about 
the right length? 

H. Do you feel that bulletins, pamphlets, or leaflets you 
have read on raising children have given you helpful 
suggestions usually, sometimes, or seldom? 
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6. A. What books about raisin, children have you read? None 
Can't remember The Pocket Book of Baby and Child Care 
The Child from Five to Ten infant and Child in the 
Culture of Today Better Homes and Gardens Baby Book 

B. Who wrote (name of book)? Don't know Spook Gesell 

C. Which of these books did you buy? All None 

D. Which of these books did you borrow? All None Don't 
remember 

F. Which of these books were given to you? All None 

G. For what reasons did you read (name of book)? 

H. Do you feel that the books you have read on raising 
children have given you helpful suggestions usually, 
sometimes, or seldom? 

I. Would you have liked the books you read on raising children 
to be longer, shorter, or were they about the right 
length? 

7. Why don't you read books on raising children? 

GENT INFORMATION ABOUT READINGS 

8. Do you like to reed books or articles best about raising 
children that have many pictures, some pictures, or no 
pictures? 

9. Would you read a book, article, or bulletin about raising 
children that did not have any pictures? Yes No Sometimes 

10. Do you usually, sometimes, or seldom look to see who wrote 
the book or article about raising children? 
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11. Have you read any books, articles, or bulletins on raising 
children by a person whose rime was not familiar to you? 
Yes No 

12. Would you be more likely to read a book, article, or bulletin 
about raisin >g children if it was written by a person whose 
name was familiar to you? Yes No 

13. About what subjects in child raising do you most often read? 

14. What subjects about raising a child would you like to see 
articles or books written on more often? 

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE FAMILY 

1. What are the ages of your sons? 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
months 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
years 

16. What are the ages of your daughters? 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3 9 10 11 
months 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
years 

17. What is your husband's occupation? 

18. What is your occupation? 

19. What was the last grade your husband completed in school? 
-JH JH HS 1 2 3 4 m D 

20. What was the last grade you completed in school? -JH JH 
HS 1 2 3 4 m D RN 
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INTERVIEW SCNEDULE CARDS SUBMITTED T() RESPONDENTS 

A card with the followin; information typed on it was given 

to the mother being interviewed after the first part of question 

1F had been asked: 

ITIM 1F 

Do you select the magazine because: 

1. you have heard a lot about it? 

2. someone else suggested it? 

3. it is easy to buy? 

4. it contains other articles of interest? 

5. the price? 

A card with the following information typed on it was given 

to the mother being interviewed after the first part of question 

3E had been asked: 

ITEM 3E 

Do you select the newspaper because: 

1. you have heard a lot about it? 

2. someone else suggested it? 

3. it is easy to buy? 

4. the price? 



51 

MAP OF MANHATTAN CITY CENSUS WARDS 
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CHURCHES 
1 First Christian ____ D-2 
2 Christian Science _ DE-7 
3 College Baptist ____ F-4 
4 First Congregatnl. __ D-3 
4a B'nai B'rith Hillel E-6, 7 
5 First Baptist D-3 
5a Southern Baptist E-7 
6 First Lutheran D-4 
7 First Presbyterian D-3 
8 St. Luke's Lutheran _ D-6 
9 First Methodist ___ CD-3 

10 St. Paul's Episcopal CD-3 
11 Seven Dolors Catholic C-3 
12 Seventh Day Advent. E-3 
13 Church of God C-3 
14 Nazarene E-3 
15 Wesleyan Methodist CD-4 
16 Church of Christ D-3 
17 God in Christ C-3 
18 Pilgrim Baptist C-3 
19 African Methodist C-2 
20 Shepard Chapel C-4 
21 Free Methodist ____ CD-3 
22 United Presbyterian _ D-4 
23 Assembly of God E-3 
24 Latter Day Saints & 

Quaker Meetings E-5 
Student Centers 

25 Wesley Foundation _ E-5 
26 Christian Stud. Fdn. _ E-5 
27 Westminster Found. _ D-5 
27a Canterbury House _ D-5 
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SHAFFER ST H 

a 2 

us 24 

INDIAN 
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INTERESTING FACTS 
about Manhattan, Kansas 

Airport-Municipally owned scheduled airline service. 
Altitude-1,010 feet above sea level. 
Area of City is 3,192 acres. 
Assessed Valuation-$23,293,717.00 
Chamber of Commerce-Your work shop for com- 

munity development. 
Churches-26 churches, representing 25 denominations. 
Employment-8,000 in all classifications. 
Financial-Two Banks. 

Total deposits $19,516,325.51. 
Government-Commission-Manager. 
Highways-Federal 24. State 13, 18. 
Hospitals-Two. Total beds 150. 
Housing-Two hotels with 230 rooms. Thirteen Motels 

with 130 rooms. Eight Trailer parks. 
Industry-33 manufacturing firms. Principal manu- 

factured products are: Dairy products, Bakery 
goods, Farm machinery, Feed processing, Rock 
processing. 

Library-Public. 32,853 volumes. 
Newspapers-Two dailies, including College "Colleg- 

ian", and two weeklies. 
Parks-Eight. Total 158 acres. 
Population-19,056 (1950 Federal census). 1967 esti- 

mated 24,000. 
Radio Stations-Three: KMAN, KSAC and KSDB-FM. 
Recreation-Tax supported. 
Schools-Public, eight. Total enrollment is 3,520. Two 

Schools. Total enrollment 458. 
Bible College-109 enrollment. 
Kansas State College-6,800 enrollment. 

Transportation-Two railroads, three highways, three 
bus lines, nine truck lines, one airline. 

Utilities-Natural gas consumers 5,356. 
6,775 electricity consumers: 5,856 residential and 
919 commercial. 
Telephones in service-9,715. 

COLLEGE BUILDINGS 
A-Anderson Hall (Admin.) K-Kedzie Hall (Journalism) 
AG-Waters Hall (Agriculture) 
AI-Animal Industries 
AL-Aeronautical Laboratory 
AS-Eisenhower Hall (Arts & Sci.) 
AU-Auditorium 
C-Calvin Hall (Home Economics) 
CB-Classroom Barracks 
CH-College Hospital (Students) 
D-Dickens Hall (Botany) 
DB-Dairy Barns 
DC-Danforth Chapel 
E-Seaton Hall (Engineering) 
ED-Holton Hall (Education) 
EX-Umberger Hall (Extension) 
F-Fairchild Hall (Zoology) 
FH-Ahearn Field House (Gym) 
FT-Feed Technology Wing 
GR-Greenhouses 
HM-Home Management Houses 
I-Illustrations Building 
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L-Farrell Library 
MS-Military Science Building 
N-Nichols Gym (Radio KSAC) 
NW-Northwest Dorm. (Women) 
P-Stock judging Pavilion 
PH- President's Home 
PP-Power, Heat & Service 
R-Farm Machinery Hall 
S-Engineering Shops 
SA-Bushnell Hall (Animals Lab) 
SE-Southeast Dorm. (Women) 
SU-Student Union 
T-Thompson Hall (Cafeteria) 
V-Veterinary Hall 
VH-Dykstra Veterinary Hospital 
VSH-Veterinary Science Hall 
VZ-Van Zile Hall (Women Dorm) 
W-Willard Hall (Phys. & Chem.) 
X-Mathematics Hall 
XX-Chemical Engineering 
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MANHATTAN, KANSAS-STREETS 
Allen Road H-2 Kraig Road 1-3, 4 
Anderson Avenue ____ E-5, 6 Laramie Street E 
Beck Street H,G-2 Leavenworth Street D 
Bellehaven Road E-8 Lee Street E-7 
Bertrand Street F LeGore Lane F-4 
Blaker Drive H, 1-2 Lincoln Drive H-3 
Blueline Road G, H-2 Longview Drive C-6 
Bluemont Avenue E Lookout Drive E-8 
Bluemont Circle F-2 Manfax Avenue 1-3 
Bluemont Drive F-2 Manhattan Avenue 4 
Brockman Street 1-3 McCollum Street F-6 
Campus Road F, G-6 Meadomere Court E-7 
Canfield Drive E-7 Meadow Lane F-3 
Cedar Acres Drive ____ F-8 Michael Road E, F-8 
Cedar Bend E-8 Midland Avenue E-7 
Cedar Drive C-6 Montgomery Drive ____ E-6 
Chris Drive C-7 Moro Street E 
Claflin Circle F-6 Ninth Street 3 
Claflin Road F Northview Drive H, 1-2 
College Avenue F-7 Oak Street C-6, 7 
College Heights Circle _ E-7 Oakdale Drive D, E-7 
College Hts. Road ____ E-6, 7 Osage Street D 
College Street D-6 Park Drive D-7 
College View Road ____ F-7 Pierre Street C 
Colorado Street C Pillsbury Drive C-1, 2 
Cornelia Court E-7 Pine Drive C-6 
Delaware Avenue ____ C, D-6 Pipher Lane F, G-7 
Dunbar Road B-6 Platt Street F-6 
Denison Avenue ____ E, F-6 Pomeroy Street F-4 
Edgerton Avenue D-7 Pottawatomie Avenue 
Ehler Road F-2, 3 Poyntz Avenue D 
Eighth Street 3 Quivera Circle E, F-6 
Eighteenth Street 5 Quivera Drive E, F-6 
Elaine Drive F-6 Ratone Lane F-3 
Eleventh Street 4 Ratone Street F 
Elling Drive E-7 Rebecca Road F-8 
Elm Lane B-6, 7 Ridge Drive C-6, 7 
El Paso Street C Riley Street B 
Ewing Road 1-3 Rockhill Road C-5, 6 
Evergreen Avenue ____ D-6 Scheu Drive C-6 
Fairchild Avenue D-5 Second Street 2 
Fairchild Terrace ___ D, E-6 Seventeenth Street 5 
Fairview Avenue D-5 Shelle Road B, C-7 
Fair Lane B-5 Sixth Street 3 
Fifteenth Street 5 Sixteenth Street 5 
Fifth Street 2 Skyline Drive F-3 
Fourteenth Street 5 Sloan Street H, 1-3 
Fourth Street 2 Smith Street 1-3, 4 
Fremont Street D Stewart Court G-8 
Frey Drive 1-3 Strong Avenue G-2 
Glenwood Lane E-7 Summit Avenue C-7 
Goodnow Avenue ____ E, F-7 Sunny Slope Lane F-4 
Grandview Terrace ____ D-7 Sunset Avenue 6 
Grandview Drive ____ D-6, 7 Sunset Lane D-6 
Green Avenue H, 1-2 Sycamore Lane F-8 
Griffith Drive 1-3 Tecumseh Road F-7 
Haid Court F-3 Tenth Street 4 
Hanly Street H-2, 3 Thackrelo Street E-6 
Harris Avenue E-6 Third Street 2 
Harry Road F, G-6 Thurston Street E 
Hartford Road F, G-7 Timberlane Drive E-8 
Hayes Drive G, H-2 Todd Road F-6 
Hillcrest Drive F, G-7 Tuttle Circle 1-3 
Himes Road G-8 Tuttle Street 1-3 
Hobbs Drive G-8 Twelfth Street 4 
Houston Street C Vail Circle F-8 
Humboldt Street D Valley Drive C-6 
Hunting Avenue E-6 Vattier Street E 
Indian Mound Lane E-8 Vaughn Drive G, H-8 
Ivy Drive H-4 Vista Lane F-4 
Ivy Lane H-4 Walnut Drive C-6, 7 
Jardine Courts G-6 West Osage Street ____ D-5 
Jardine Drive G-6 Westview Drive ____ D, E-7 
Jarvis Drive F, G,-6 Westwood Road C-6 
Jay Court E-7 Wickham Road ___ D, E-6, 7 
Judson Street G, H-2 Wildcat Ridge E-8 
Juliette Avenue 3 Wildwood Lane E-7 
Karla Lane E, F-8 Willard Place E-7 
Kearney Street E Williston Road F-4 

Winnie Drive G-8 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS Woodland Street F-8 

28 U. S. Post Office ____ C-2 Wyandotte Avenue 1 
29 Community House __ D-2 Yuma Street C 
30 Douglas Center C-3 
31 Griff. Fld., Fair SCHOOLS 

Gr., Pottorf Hall B, C-4 46 Senior High School C-7, 8 
32 Fire, Police, City 47 Junior High School _ C-3 

Hall & Auditorium _ C-4 48 Bluemont School ____ E-3 
33 Sewage Dis Plant D-1 49 W. Wilson School ___ D-3 
34 Water Plant F-2 50 T. Roosevelt School _ C-5 
35 Library D-2 51 E. Field School D-5 
36 Chmbr. of Commerce D-2 52 Lee School E-7 
38 St. Mary Hospital __ D-4 53 Douglas School ___ C-3, 4 
39 Riley Co. Hospital __ F-6 54 Luckey High School _ C-3 
40 Court House D-2 55 Sacred Heart Acad. _ C-3 
41 Sunset Park I& Zoo _ C-7 56 Kansas State College E-5 
42 Bus Station C-2 57 Manhattan Bible Col. E-5 
43 U. P. Station C-3 41a Northview Park ___ 1-2 
44 R. I. Station C-2 58 Northview School ___ 1-2 
45 County Jail C-3 
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CLASSIFICATION OF OCCUPATIONS OF FATHERS 

Lower Orroup 
A:)plinnce Service Aan 
Ary Personnel (7) 
7,rrouhls Service 'an. 
Carpenter 
City Helper 
Civil Service Worker at Fort Riley 
Clericei. Worker 
Construction Worker 
Custodian 
Day Laborer 
Division Manner at Sears 
Engineer 
Prel2tt Agent 
Head of Department at A. P. 
insurance Agent 
insurance Writer 
an:3as State Colleze Employ7ent Service Worker 
Laborer 
Linmen at Kansas Power end Licht 
Meat-Cutter 
Mechanic 
Plumber (2) 
Policeman 
2rinter 
Route :anager of a Sciall Business 
Salesman (2) 
Service Station Operator (2) 
Stone-Cutter 
Supervisor of IBM at .1.ansas State College 
Truck Driver 
Vendinf, Operator 
Warehouse Supervisor 

Up.4.)o roui 
gricultural Economist (3) 

3acterioloist 
3everaze Wholesaler 
Boardin House Owner 
Construction 3usiness Owner 
Contractor 
Economist 
Extension Forrester 
Financier (2) 
Mana;cer of Business 
Minister 
Owner of Manhattan Nursery 
Owner of Sales 3arn 
PsycholoNist 
Professor (2) 
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Upper Group (Continued) 
Shoe Merchant 
Soil Chemist 
Student (2) 
Teaoher at Manhattan High School 
Underwriter 



BULLETINS, PAMPHLETS, AND LEAFLETS CONCERNING C:6ILD DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRIBUTED FRET OF CHARGE, TO MOTHERS BY TEE KANSAS STATE BOARD 
OF HEALTH, DOCToR6 OF MALHATTAN, THE RILEY COUNTY HOSPITAL, AND 

THE RILEY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

"A Feeding Guide for a Healthy, Happy Baby" - Heinz Baby Foods 
"A. Guide for Prenatal Care" - The Research Division of Pet Milk 

Company 
"A Healthy Personality for Your Child" - Children's Bureau of the 

White House Conference on Children and Youth 
"Baby's Book" - Gerber's Product Company 
"Baby Care Manual" - "Parent's" Magazine 
"Baby Sitting" - Gerber's Product Company 
"Bathing Baby" - The Procter and Gamble Company 
"Breast-Feeding Baby" - Ross Laboratories 
"Boys and Girls/Adaptive-Social Development" - Ross Laboratories 
"Childrn Who Never Had a Chance" - Public Affairs Committee 
"Common Sense Feeding Habits" - The Cream of Wheat Corporation 
"Do You Want to Nurse Your Baby?" - American Medical Association 
"Foods for Baby and Mealtime Psychology" - Gerber Products Company 
"For Your Baby's Mental Health" - Health Publications institute, 

Inc. 
"Row Does Your Baby Grow?" - Gerber's Product Company 
"Infant U. S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare 
"Living with Our Children" - American Social Hygiene Association 
"Making the Grade as Dad" - Public Affairs Committee 
"My Baby" - Shaw Publications 
"Pierre the Pelican Series" - The Louisiana Society for Mental 

Health 
"Prenatal Care" - U. S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare 
"Recipes for Toddlers" - Gerber's Product Company 
"Safety--Your Child's Heritage" - U. S. Department of Health, 

Education, and Welfare 
"Some Special Problems of Children Aged 2 to 5 years" - National 

Association for Mental Health, Inc. 
"So You Want to Adopt a Baby" - Public Affairs Committee 
"Tommy's First Visit to the Dentist" - American Dental Association 
"The Adolescent in Your Family" - U. S. Department of Health, 

Education, and Welfare 
"You and Your Baby" - The Research Division of Pet Milk Company 
"You and Your Contented Baby" - Carnation Company 
"Your Baby Book" - Wyeth Company 
"Your Child From One to Six - U. S. Department of Health, Education, 

and Welfare 
"Your Children's Quarrels" - Ross Laboratories 
"Your Baby, Your Doctori and You" - Ross Laboratories 
"What Every Child Needs" - The National Association for Mental 

Health, inc. 
"When Children Ask About Sex" - The Child Study Association of 

America, Inc. 
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The first necessary element for education is research. 

Once this research has been developed into hypotheses which the 

researcher believes will improve the daily lives of the public 

it is important that the results are disseminated to the public 

for consumption. The problem of how to circulate and interpret 

such material must be solved so that the material will be 

available to persons who will b(nefit by the knowledge. Through 

the solution to this problem the purposes of higher education 

are closer to accomplishment. 

The purposes of this study were: 

(1) To discover throuh whet written media mothers educate 

themselves on child development philosophies and prac- 

tices. 

(2) To discover by what criteria mothers select the stated 

media. 

(3) To discover by what criteria mothers select specific 

articles on child development. 

(It.) To discover the frequency with which mothers read 

child development literature. 

Respondents for this study were selected from the census 

taken in Manhattan, Kansas, in March and April of 1957. The 

requirements for eligibility for participation in the study were 

complete family groups with at least one child under school 

age. 

Of the 1,305 names selected from the census records a five 

per cent random sample was taken from each of the seven wards, 

resulting in 66 interviews. 
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The interview schedule used was composed to fulfill the 

objectives of the study. Once compiled it was examined end 

revised by three home economists, one psychologist, one statis- 

tician, and one philosopher. 

A pretest of the interview schedule was carried out with 

mothers represcntin four of the seven wards used in the study. 

Analysis of the data on the basis of educational level, 

occupational status, and number of children in the family was 

made. Occupations classified as business and professional were 

grouped into what was termed the "upper group" along with two 

college students. The others were combined into a group called 

the "lower group" and were composed of clerical, army, skilled, 

semi-skilled, and unskilled workers. 

Educational groupings were made of those persons having a 

high school or less education and those having some college. 

Families were grouped for number of children into three or 

less and four or more. 

The organization and development of the entire study was 

carried out with the cooperation of the Statistical Laboratory. 

Statistical measures applied to the data were the chi-square 

test of association among education, occupation, and the number 

of children; and confidence intervals for estimation of popula- 

tion parameters. 

The following conclusions are related to Manhattan mothers 

of preschool children: 
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(1) Mothers educated themselves on child development 

philoso)hies and practices through books, magazines, 

newspapers, bulletins, pamphlets, and leaflets. 

(2) Mothers selected written media concerning child develop- 

ment philosophies and practices on the basis of avail- 

ability, popularity, and price of the publication. 

(3) Mothers read magazine and newspaper articles concerning 

child development practices with some regularity. 

(Li.) Mothers did not read books or bulletins, pamphlets, and 

leaflets regularly. 

(5) Mothers did not necessarily choose media concerning child 

development philosophies and practices from sources 

which contain other topics of interest to the family. 

(6) Mothers chose articles concerning child development for 

clarity and simplicity of the material. 

(7) Mothers did not choose articles concerning child develop- 

ment on the basis of authorship or the amount of illus- 

trative material. 


