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Abstract

National parks reach out to millions of people each year by offering a number of
recreational and educational experiences. People are exposed to new ideas and experiences in a
national park that they may not get anywhere els®&réivn v. Board of Education National
Historic Site in Topeka, Kansas, the National Park Service (M&8pelsvisitorsto step into
the shoes of African American students in a segregated elementary school through the use of
interpretive exhibits. fiis study was conducted to evalute effectiveness of the interpretive
exhibits at Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site. Mastors sampled91%o)
were visitingfor the first time indicating that the site does not have many repeat visRacse
and the American Creed, the 30 minute film that plays in the auditorium, was found the most
impactful exhibit by 34.3% of visitors surveyed. Expressions and Reflections, the temporary
exhibit in the Kindergarten room, was the second most impactfithie at 21.6% of visitors
surveyed. The least impactful exhibit was the film Pass It On, at 0.9% of visitors surveyed. As a
whole, visitors were most impacted by dynamic exhibits with a clear theme, while static exhibits
and those that did not have aal theme were not as impactftihis research will help guide
Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site staff as they contemplate future changes in

the interpretive exhibits.
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Chapter 171 Introduction

Background: History of Brown v. Board of Education

National Historic Site

Monroe Elementary School was one of four segregated black schools in Topeka. In 1954,

the Supreme Court ruled school segregation unconstitutional, in response to a legaldbattle

includedlawsuits from five states. The cases were consolidated under theQti@preBrown et

al. v. the Board of Education of Topedfer the father oMonroe School student Linda Brown

(National Park Service012a)The Cour téidnectlhaer efd edl d of

doctrine of &éseparate but equal d has no

publ i c

unequab (Supreme Court, 1954)he ruling wasa watershed momein the fight for civil rights.
In 1926,at a cost of $110,80€he Topeka Board of Educatituilt the Monroe School,

an elementary school for black childré&idthough Monroe School has had several minor

changes (such as replacing thefraed chimney, removing some patrtitions on the first and

second floors, and adding air conditioning), it stands essentially as it did upon completion in

1926. However, the current building is not the first Monroe School buildimg original

building wasbuilt closer to 18 Street (north of its current location). The first Monroe School

buil ding Afaced east onto a | arge triangul ar
the school and the nearby railroad traoi$eath, 1993)When the new school was built, the old

building was raze@Heath, 1993)

In 1975, Monroe School closed due to lack of enrollment. Fairlawn Church of the
Nazarendought the schooh 1981. Mark A. Stueve, President of S/S Builders, bought the

school in 1985 to use as a warehouse. Mr. Stueve put it up for auction in 1990, but when the

Brown Foundationntervenedd ue t o t he school,am heNhdarsadofr i ¢ al S

Monroe 8hodés i nvol vement in the Br owldeatd @993)si on,

The school was named a national historic site in 19@dfe, 2005) On May 17, 2004Brown

v. Board of Education National Historic S{tdHS) opened on the sitef Monroe School

pl ace

i
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Site Description
When you walk through the door of Brown v. Board of EducatietSNhe first things
you see are two signs hanging from the cei(iiigure 1.). One says fAWhiteo anc
way, while the other says fABlacko and points

authentic to the building, they do hit visitors on an emotional level and set the tone of the site.

Figure 1.1: "White" and "Colored" signs seen upon entering Brown v. Board of Education
NHS

There are four main rooms in Brown v. Board of Educatiéts, eachwith different
exhibits about the historic case and about civil rights. The faim nmoms are the Auditorium,
The Education and Justice room, the Legadgroivn v. Board of Educatioroom, and the
Kindergarten room.

Many vVvisitors begin in the Auditorium, whe
Cr e e d o(Figurela2y Bhroughait the video, an African American man and young woman
discuss segregation and civil rights. The video is approximately 30 minutes long and has five
part s: 1r. e giaHtoiwo S e@a m ethe ewwlutiBreobsegoegation,€front Save Codes
toBlackCode t o Jim Crow Laws to fAiseparate but eque:
It discussesiow, at one time, the only right blacks had was the right to tell the truth. It also
discusseshe Underground Railroad, the NAACP, and about blacks stagingh e hear d. 3.
and Nati onal Sracism and reglats fat sokliersiad hew they have changed over
ti me. 4. AEducati ono i presentbedactthat ieuged e heaiiltegalo n i n



to teach blacks. Thenthe lawwaschahget o fiseparate but equal . o6 TF
beginning of challenging al/l kinds of segrega
overturning the Jim Crow laws agtianging segregationot just in educatigrbut in all areas. It

alsodiscusses he passing of the Civil Rights Bill an

Figure1l2: The fi |l m ARace and the American Cree

I n the Education and JusRiiwe Lbaowsnyi tom,e0 ehxas
with buttons below itVisitors can presthe buttongo learn about the five different lawsuits that
came together to form the caseBobwn v. Board of Education of Topeffagure1.3). A map of

the United States is besidesthcreen to show where each of the five lawsuits originated.



Figure 1.3: The exhibit titled "The Five Lawsuits" in the Education and Justice Room

TheiHal | of Courageo i s a short hal,bsvhey wi t h
exhibittextsaysh scenes from t he f (Fgurettd4)l i nes of segreg

Figurel4: The AHall of Courageo exhibi

RnThey Gave Us Good Dr eams 0 wellsedueatedAfiicdre o t hat

Americangthat have big dreams or are aldg successfyFigurel.5).



Figure 1.5: fiThey Gave Us Good Dreanm® Vv i de o

The exhi biitT hfeE dPwad eht it mn Fr e e diesonibeedueaton a di s p |l
opportunities for African Americans over time before the ca®r@ivn v. Board of Education
(Figurel6). There are also flipbooks titled AThe er
AThe rise of education for African Americans.
titled ASegregated Act i v ctiras shewing differenwdrctivities, v i s i t
such as using public restrooms, telephones, and swimming pools, and select which activities they
think were ever segregated somewhere in the United SFagesel.7).



Figurel6: HAEduchei Bat h t exhidir eed o mo

Ve = R
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Figure 1.7: Interactive displayii Segr egat ed ActivitiesoiVWethin t
Path to Freedomo

There is a timeline with important events through history that begins with the year 1600

in the Education and Justice room and continuiéise room of The Legacy &rown v. Board

of Education ending with the year 20q@igurel.8).



Figure 1.8: Timeline of important historical events

The Legacy oBrown v. Board of Educatonoom has an exhibit tit]l
Continuesd It includesa display about civil rights after tlBrown v. Board of Educatiomling
(Figurel9). The exhibit has a display titled AHI st
people that were important tiee Civil Rights Movement(Figurel.10). Visitors can turn a
handle to change which people they are learning about. The exhibit also has flipbooks, titled
AThe Civil Rights MovemenitOrag aimT zea t Ciovwhiadls OR iAigOh td
|l ntegrate?0 antfifeaBtownds Ripple E



Figure 1.9: iThe Struggle Continue® e x hi bi t

Historic flgutes

SCAOOA. SECREGKTER

Figure 1.1 O : Il nteractive display AHistoric figures
exhibit



There is a video titledPass It Oowith modern people talking about racism and civil
rights(Figure1.11).

Figure 1.11:A Palsts Ono vi deo

ALet Justice Flow Like Védteois an exhibit with a display tharesentshe effects the
Brown v. Board of Educatioruling has had on inequaliffrigure1.12). There are twdiProtest
inMusicdst ati ons in the exhibit with headphones s
Going Onodo by Marvin Gaye and AThe (Hgureleld) They



fning
as a right

Figure1.12:iLet justi ce DOl ewhli bké water é

Figure113:Songavai l able to |isten to in the AProte:
justice flow |ike wateréo exhibit
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The room that was once used as a Kindergarten classroom issedfer temporary
exhibits. Two of the permanent areas of the ranetude Expression Station kiosks, where
visitors can use touchscreens to do artwork o
Your Own Words, o which has magnetic words wit
(Figurel.14).

(a) (b)
Figure114:( a) AExpr essi oSt artoiuo n sComagnaidimarcbstice
Kindergarten room
Interpretation: Definitions and Principles

Freeman Til den, known as the AFaashikntr of || n
educational activity which aims to reveal meanings and relationships through the use of original
objects, by firsthand experience, and by illustrative media, rather than simply to communicate
factual information (Tilden, 1977)

The National Association for InterpretationN Al ) def i neséanmespri enat
based communication process that forges emotional and intellectual connections between the
interests of the audience and the meanings inheréime iresourc&(National Association for
Interpretation, 2012)

Along with his definition of interpretation, Tildgii957)wrote six principles of

interpretationThese principles are imp@ant to interpreters at museums, historic sites,

11



