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The above data were collected during invesbigations made
in the Manhsttan City Schools in the grade one to seven
inclusive, Fighty-seven children were examined of which
nunber T orty-five were girls and orty-two . boys.

Some of the test made, such as those for color-sense
and perception, require some explanation, In the former the
color sense tester was used, the colors appearing being red,
blue, green, white, and gray, Very little actual color blindness
was found - less than one holf of one ver cenb, In some cases
remariable color ignorance was discovered however. Gray and
white were confused to a large extent but as this was nobticed
also among college students it is not a remarkable fact. The
boys seemed to be more easily confused on this point than the
girls but this was the case with regard to the other colors
also. Vhen mistakes were made blue and greenwere the colors
oftenest confused after gray and white. In some cases yellow
and green and in others yellow and red were taken for esch other,
A remarkable and as yet unaccountable misteke was one encountered
mostly in the hisher grades, namely that of calling gray, purple
or lavender. In the higher grades the pupils and especially

the girls persisted in seeing differences of degree in the

colors - dark red, light red, and so on - where no such differences

existed. In naming the colors some of the boys in the higher
grades used descriptive terms such as dirty vhite, smoke color,
water color, etc. Only ten out of the eighty-seven made no
mistekes. While the ignorance of color shown in these
investigptions is not very extensive the standard could

undoubtedly be raised by a systemmatic tesching of color and
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such teaching should form a part of the work glven in the grades.
In testing for perception a list of words was given and the

children asked to pick out those conteining the letter ( o )

. 47 aln t at 430 et ] el J 1
1n the snorvesv time possible, A stop watch was used Lo ascertain

the exact length of time consumed. The following is the list
of words used; head, ape, feet, lamp, chair, rug, desk, book,
carpet, pillow, couch, meat, drawer, wind low, stove., The longest
time, thirbty seconds, was consumed in the case of No. seven

4L

and the shortest, five and one half seconds, in the case of
No. seventy-one, Four mistekes were made in esch cosé. T hirty-
five out of the eighty-seven tested made no misbtakes. Of this
number twenty-three were girls and thirteen boys showing that
girls are quicker in this particular kind of diserimination
than boys. The higher the grade the quicker the verception
as a general rule,

The size of the head seems to make no material difference
in edvancement. It varied from nineteen and one fourth inches
in the case of number one to twenty-two and thrce fourths inches

[
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in the cases of numbers fifty-one and eighty-six, All three
cases were girls., The average size of the boys heads wa
twanty-one and four hundredths inches and of the girls,
twenty and seven tenths inches., The girls heads varied in size
much more than the Roys.

The fathers occupation seems to make little or no difference
especially in those cases which had the advantages of proper
age at starting, regular attendence and the like. Attention
is called to numbers forty-two end forty-nine whose father is

& janitoy They were two of the brightest and quickest children

examined,
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Nearly one half of the children examined degan school at six ﬁears
of age. As a rule those entering at s little later aze made |
botter progress after starting, Physicians tell us that the |
j eye 18 not fully developed befor the seventh year and it would f
| seem desirable to keep children out of school until that age., f

1

The height varied from three feet eight and three fourbths inches

in the case of number six to five fect Tour inches in the case
of number forty., This latter case seems 1o have heen developed

| physically at the expense of her mental developement, Her age
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was thirteen years, the grade four B and the aze abt which she started

Six.

In conclusion it may be said thet it is clearly seen that
something should be done in regard to teaching color in the
grades. BSuch a study though perhaps slight, should be systematic

to give the best results, It was also found that the older

children, as a rule, were in this particular test quickest in
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perception. Young children will often look at an objeet for

several minutes with out seeing it while an older child having

o
| a better image of the object will see it abt once, This
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proves that to stimmlabe perception it is mnecessary to present
objects a sufficient number of times so that a clear image will

be formed in the childs mind. A third point is that if children

L

are svarced in school at a little later age than is tlie general

i rule the progress will be more rapid. It was noticed that the
fathers occupation and the size of the head and tihe height mekes
no maverial difference except when in the last named the growth

is abnormal,




