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The Philnsophy and Practicability of Landscape Gardening.

A discourse on this subject may to some seem out of place and
altogether base in its implications; and, it is with complaisance
and a feeling of deferance that the writer labors under in the
attempt to dabble in the philosophy of this problem. Yet a cursory
glance over the field makes 1t a

oparent that there is ample ground

and criticism, and that more attention, more
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practical work and application in beautifying our country homes

would result in an incaleculabl
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increase in henefits, both social.
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eye, or travel and observe the drelling places of our citlzens, he
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would be forced to acknowledge that he sees not homes - scarcely the
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semblance of homes,- but in reality he sees a house, perhaps with a
few dilapidated accompaniments.
The reason why our country homes should receive the attention

0f this artlicle is this: In the country districts lie the

future welfare of our State. In our once bhroad

and unhabited prairies is now the sourse of the life giving enersv
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of progress. On this
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found the homes of our farmers, the active element and mainstay
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©f our development, the bone and sinew, and the hope of Turther
a ancement, Under these conditions, why should we find so many
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on account of this prevalent evil, for he has a resourse and a

remedy near at hand., By a careful selection and use of the hest

s

climbers he may break this inharmony. These vines, growing on the

porch, wall or fence, will bresk the abrupt demarkation and bring

the house and grounds into a closer harmony. A few of the bhest

plants for this

i

purpose are, the common morning glory, the bitter

sweet, the Ampelopsis or Virgina Creeper, the Chinese Wisteria,

and one or more of the honey suckles, especially Lonicera Semper -

virens.

OQur Kansas farmers in beautifying their homes, need not go to

extremes, They need no extensive list, even of rdy plants,

and as to high priced and striking novelties thev should

ng s d be extreme-
ly reluctant to buy, In fact, simplicity should be the wa.tchword.

the lawn, as to bric-a-brac, as to

raome trical and tramely artificial flos beds and s
geometrical and extremely artificial flower beds, and as to

¢}

pretentious rockeries and trellices, we would say discard entirely

or deal very sparingly. As to fences most people are unsound

and they exhibit the ideas of childhood when they made string
fences for their corn cob horses and cattle, Most fences are

troublesome, and generally detract, rather than add to heauty,

The

simplest fence is the hest, 1f not too geéometrical

[

in design a
good hedge of spruce or privet may be an object of beauty and
mtility. The uncouth old white wash board fence is not to be
harbhored an more than the barbarous wire fénce. If you must use
fences ahout the house try and cover up the artificislity by the use
0f shrubs, flowers and vines.

After glancing over the subject of proper landscape gardaning

for our farmers, it is safe to 84y, treat your grounds as nature

would have it, plant your planis as nature would plant my &nd
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care for all as nature in conjunction with the intelli

Who sows a field or trains a flower

Or plants a tree is more than all,

-

Yor he who blesses most is hlesst;
And God and man may own his worth
Who teils to leave, as his bequest,

1

An added beauty to the earth.
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A Partial List of Trees, Shrubs and Flowers Adapted to

Their Respective Regions.
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West and Midd

Kanaanoa
Ranssas.

£
n
i

Catalpa. (Catslpa speciosa.)

Cedar., (Juniperous Virginiana.)

Coffea tree,. (Gymnocladus canadensis.)
Red Elm. (Ulmueg fluva.)

White Elm. (" Americans.)

Hackbherry. (Cercis canadensis.)

Honey locust. (Gleditschia triacanthos.)
Horse Chestnut. (Aesculus Hippocastanum.)
Soft or Bilver Maple, (Acer dasycappim.)

Mulberry, (Morus Alba-Russian.)

)

Oak:-- Quercus Macrocarpa.

Pinagss Pinus Austriaca.
" sylvestris.

Russian 0live, (Els
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Thorn trees. (Crategus crusgalli.)
( L coccinea,)
Willow, (Salix Amygdoloides.)

( " albha vitillina.)




Trees, continued.

Black cherry. (Prunus seratina.)
Choke " (R Americana.)
Walnut. (Iuglans Nigra,)

Shrubs.

Juneherry, (Amalanchier canadensis.)
False Indigo. (Amorpha fruticosa.)
Barherry. (Berberis vulgaris and var. purpurens.)
i thumbergii.)
Siberian pea, (Caragana arborescens.)
Red Bud, (Celtis ocecidentalis.)
Dogwood. (Cornus siberica.)
( " serices,)
( " mas. )
Japan Quince, (Pyrus Japonica.)
Wahoo. (Euonymus atropurpurens.)
Lilae, (Syringa vulgaris.)
( " Persica.)
Mock Orange. (Philadelphus Coronaria.)
Native Currant. (Ribes ?%,111'%;31)

Honeysuckles. (Lonicera tartarica.)
( i Halliana,)
( " Sempervirens.)

raea, (Spiraea VanHouttii.)

€7)
o
ke

( i Billardii.)
Roses., (Rosa Rugosa.)

( " sSitigera-Prairie Rose.)

" var. Baltimore Belle,)

¢ oo & " Prairie Queen.)




Shrubs, continned

Roses. Ramb:

Pen

02

lars., (Yellow Rambler--Aslaia.)
( White " Thalia,)
(Crimson " )

Rosa rehinosa-a sweet Briar,)

ances Hybrids.

o
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1t Ao ~
Lucy Ashton.

Anne of Geirstiye.)

Madam P

lantier,

s !
Magna Charta.

GGeneral

Jacqueminat,

John Hopper.

l.a Franec.

Flowers:-

Gladiolus.

Helianthus.

Hollyvho
Peony.

Philaax.

Dianthu
Nasturt

Petunia

For Eastern Kansas.

the

Birch. (Bi

English Elm,

Hyacinthus.

clr
RaN

(Phlox paniculata.)

S subnulata,)

Tulips
Yucca.

Se
Poppy.

ium.
Bal sam.
Columbhine.
Asters.

This region will include all named for
western part and the following:d-

tula Alba.)

Ulmus campestris.)
( r




Trees, continued.

Baswood. (Tilia Americana.)
Maple, (Acer saccharinum,)
( " dasyecarpum--cut leaved.)
( " tartarica.)
Pines, (Pinus strobur.,)
( g pungena, )
Spruces., (Colorado hlue and the W hite.)
Tulip. (Liriodendron tulipifers.)
Horn hean, (Carpinus Americana.)

Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis.)

acia.)

Black Locust. (Robinia Psendic

<

Douglas Spruce. (Psendotsuga taxifolia.)

imbricaria.)
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’ Exochorda grandifolia.)

Wiigelia. (Waigelia candida.)
Golden Bell (Forsythia suspensa.)
Privit. (Ligustrum vulgare.)
Honeysuckle. (Lomicera caprifolium.)

( n fragrantisrima.)

Mock Orange (Philadelphus Gordonisnus.)

Snowball. (Viburnum opulis- var., steralis.)

Bladder - Senna. (Colutea arhborscens.)

Spiraea. (Spiraea Revesii.)

( o prunifolia.)

Bladder Nut. (Staphylea trifélie.)
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Flowering plum
Plum,

Crab-Double,

(Purple leaved.) ( Prunus pis

(Prunus triloba.)

(Pyrus malus angusti
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Flowers.
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more early flowers it may he well to plant

the seed in hot beds or

hoxes earlier in the spring, and
garden. Here we also find the common error of planting the
annuals in heds, 1t is far better to plant them in the border
or along the fence, 1f the flowers are properly placed in the
border a pleasing informality will be secured, and you will have
made a perfect woodland border .

Bulbous plants, among the first plants to hrighten early in
the spring, differ somewhat from the other two classes in their
regulation and treatment. The chief value and use of these plants

1

brill

e

lie in the a
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devoid of foliage significance. It is a commo n practice to put
these plants in conspicuous heds in the open lawn, but a more
appropriate place is in the horder along with other plants, but not
necessarily mixed up with them. Bulbous plants are usually

purchased in the late summer and set out during the months of

eptember and October, They remain in the ground over winter
with or without protection, according to the variety. In the

spring, they appear early and soon flower, As soon as the leaves

O 2
have reached maturity most kinds of bulbs should be dug up and
elither bedded in a shady place, or put in a cool dry cellar for
keeping until the next fall, A few of t@e best bulbous plants are
the Iris, Hyasinth, Gladiola, Tulip and Lily. Many of the bulbs
show & strong tendency to rot in the soil, especlally is heavy and

ma

t. This may bhe helped by having considerable sand in the soil
that is immediately about the bulb, but the roots should be able %
reach rich and fertile soil. Many of the imported bulbs are
affected by a rot, and it is almost impossible to grow them here,

We may avoid this difficulty to a large extent by buying bulbs of

bulbs free

American growers who have made it & business to grow
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afterwards ftransplant to the flower

y of their early flowers. They are practically
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from disease. [N

Our farm yards by the use of many attractive and native flow-

(€]
-

ers, may in combination with some of the many others named in the
list form a perfect picture of the (Garden of Eden. All attempt
to be natural require no extravagance, no striking and unnatural
objects, and no extensive use of varieties, The primary require-
ment 1s that we give an honest share of life's effort to the study
and the heautifying of our greatest earthly possession, a home.
We should look about us and see the great effort that nature in a
one handed way is making to cover up and obliterate the scars that
man has produced in his search and strife for the things that

4.1

they add one iota to the sum total of

satisfy not, neither do
natural beauty and happiness. 1f we would comprehend this, and
see the wonderful resources of beantiful nature, we would he movnd
by the noble incentive to combine and use these factors; and by
their use secure unity, harmony, and a mind in sympathy with nature.

/ith the attainment of this yvou will have beantified our Kanses

homes.




