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Whatever conclusion educators, and those who are being

educated, may have reached, or lack of conclusion, this fact remains

L

patent; fraternities have entered so vitally and so universally into

the educational centres of the nation , that their permanence is

assured. True it is still a much mooted gquestion 1in some colleges

whether or not college fraternities should be allowed to exist and

strong dissenslons have arisen; but generally, though often gradually

and insidiously, the fraternal organisations have wWo& a permanent
home.- dxcepting the military academies, West Point and Anappolis,
where secret societies could not be tolerated by the government,

Princeton and Vassar, of all the large eastern colleges, remain wit

doors closed to Gresk letter sccieties.

rm
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h

Ine typical home of these fraternities is in the eastern

college and the time of their inception dates back to early American

history. Like a good many other things, both good and bad, fraterni-

ties have been swept westward by the strong irresistible sweep of

advanced civilization. Simply because fraternities have met strong

and determined opposition is, of course, no proof that their domi-

nant influence is evil. Primarily, merely an evidence of diverse
opinions. However, the persistent, extended efforts to crush the
movement gives one a just reason to inguire into and find , if pos-

sible , whether or not such opposition is warranted.
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| (1) Books and magazines. (2) Personal interviews.

| letter. The followlng questions were enclosed in each 1et

the material

end in view this discussion was undertaken. In

G
LEVE )

paper three methcds were employed.

| (8) By circular

e
aT 3
A" ‘-Ab(;‘_ °

(1) Give name and number of fraternities,if any ,

organized in your College.

o ks | i U LR i3
| }TO’JI‘ UOJ—-»‘;“,_J'.: on

(2) Give as nearly as you can the membership of each.

(3).Give total number of men attendine

i 553

oV

College.

(4) State briefly the influence of fraternities in

: (aJ scholarship . (b) Morals. (c) College disci-

| pline. (d) Athletics.

| College,

; Less than one half of the letters

| Of those who answered we give the

f o
| the writer only.

our College are

TN

i . From

5 The above writer says in conclusion;

(5) Which, in your estimation, preponderates in your

the good or evil influence of fraternities.

sent out were answered

following withholding the name of
(= &

Baker University
(L) 3
(2) About 25 each, 19 %

(3) 400

=

three, (d) unanswered.

(4)
(5)

"Good". to the first
Good.
tFraternities in

under exceptionally favorable conditions, as the

Literary Socleties are very strong and hold the balance of power.
J o o
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ment when fraternities are strong enough in a school to

é hold the halance of power they are a serious source of trouble and
often become an unmitigated nuisance."
Another professor from the same university answers as
} ! follows.® It depends on the character of the school and upon the

inter-collegiate fraternity relations. On the whole my observation

leads me to believe that fraternities, as a rule, are helpful

‘ i along all the lines you asked: And yet I must say that I regard the

old fashioned literary societies worth far more to the student and

‘ ' to the College than the f

€

From University of Rochester N.Y.

{1): 8

(2). Average 20, 57 %

(3). 208
(4). {a) In the main helpful
(b) Generally a story—covering influence.

a (c) An inmportant aid to discipline.

i ; (d) Encouraging

(5) Good influences Q
From University of Nebraska ;

(1) Eleven boys fraternities

(28) Average, 21t 15k

| ? (4) . (a) Good, when everything is considered

(b) Good, on the whole
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They have no speci

From

(5

From Michigan University
o

(1

harm than good 1is

{ r=
()

al relation to athletics."

Wa a1y
Wvashburn Coll.

.) Only one - Fraternities but recently allowed.

) 20 - 15%

) 130

) , (a) Stimulates
(b) Has proved helpful
(¢) Cooperates with administration
(d) Helpful

) Good, by all means.

) 20

D

) . (a) On the whole more harm than good

(b) Their influence is hedpful but,again,more

donie to norals.

(c) A helpful factor to college discipline

(d) They are the chief leaders and promoters

}) 1 believe fraternities have led far mo

away from than into an agressive Christian life.

From

(1

—
-
o0

Amherst Mass.
! 5 %

) Average, 30
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(8) 412 -~ 80 %
(4) & (5) In all these we con
good far outweighs the evil.
From Keansas University

E‘\a ’16

(,

(4), (a) With men not good; wlith girls often good.

(b) On the whole not bad.

(c) Not noticeable; have been

(d) part good ; part bad.

(5)" Hard to say. If the same men could

through college first as"frats,” then as"barbs® a decision might be

reached. "
From the foregoing answers fraternities

very good light since but one declared against them

sider

nelpful on a

y Lwo

committal and six spoke stron gly in favor of fraternities

an average of the nine colleges and universities, 20 % of

m

are members of fraternities. 'ne lowest percentage,

Agricultural College; the highest percentage, 80, Amherst

The following excerpta are taken from a letter

e 4

eastern man in response to the questions sent out. His st

have an esgpecial valbe from the fact that they come

& considerable time, has made fraternities an objec

from

t of es

be put

that

+
=
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were non-
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. Taking

one who 3 for
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His

study.

many colleges

1t 44

influence

ties differ

1

ne

&
ck

tions is not
However, f

rom

larger ins

the good influences

the evil influ

I
L

wor

of £
so widely

atmosphere

my rather

bt

k also brings him into close touch withn the men of

and universities.

quite difficult to speak in a general of the

way

raternities on the college bGLEﬂMlity, since fraterni-

object, scope and standards. Undoubt

of the raternity house in many institu-

onducive to scholarship, morals or to good athletics.

careful study of the fraternity life of the

n
et

tions of the and Middle W

which the fraternities exert

ernces.

In the Zast especially the frateruities usually consist
ly chosen men of the institution, and the scholarship

of

the careful

of these men compares very favorably

nembers of fre
life at the
set to

this,ho

and the aid of

wternities.

expernse

wever,

with that of Ahe men who not

P
al

e, a tendency in such a

soclal

severe mental work. As an off-

there:is the sense,of loyalty

fraternity,

friendship to wmske heir best.

In regard to morals; the fraternlties differ in their

influence as
fra
other hand the

which

are

ternities ar

are inculcated ,to

becoming more

ifferg from darkmeess. Undoubtedly many

e morals of their members. On the

standards of honor and mutual respect and loyalty

ertain religious influences

and more t in the fraternities tend

to

ad-

703




make better and stronger men. It is rather significant in this con-

nection to note that about 1500 fraternity men nave during the past

season enrolled themse s in Bil & . R
season enrolled themselves in Rible classes that nave met in the

chapter houses.

The influence of fraternities on a

s
=
=
D
ot
e
(®
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is also such
a varying factor that it is hard to speak accurately concerning it.
In the institutions of the Bast where I am most familiar with the
inner college life and spirit, and where as a rule the best men in
college are fraternity men, I believe the influence of the frater-

e i T 3 e i S L L L TP & -
nities on athletics ig usuaily a helpful one. While there are natural

riva ieoa heatwaar 5 S 44 Ao A P, Wy | z t a2 ;
ivalries between fraternities for athletic positlons these generally

W ] 4 1 e b oT rr 1 A vy -, (9% ™ o 1 T ”
result In the best men being chosen for the ir nportant places.

OFf +tha T 1+ 57 mMan  we 1 ¥ L ] x = - - 3
0f the twenty men we interwliewed, professors,assistants

and students, mostly; 7 expressed the opinion that the personnel of

D
B 1
+

o

the fraternity controlled altogether its influesnce for good or bad,
further,that the personnel gravitated toward social enjoyment and
society preferment. 7 declared fraternities to be good in.their in-
en of the men interviewed

fluence,@ bad and 2 were non-committal.

were fraternity men and ten non-fraternity. The former were almost
to a man in favor of fraternities anywhere and all the time. The !

1
latter ( the bar@ds) were generally oi ancd though net so decided in

their expressions against fraternities as the fraternity men were

in favor of such organizations.

Below we give some of the most characteristic answers

both for and against college fraternities.Listing the favorable

04




points first,followed in each case with an unfavorable statement.
Scholarship: In this fraternities are a decided help.
Many have af'special committee whose business it is to coach any mef—

4

ber who is not making good grades." This has been done 1in our own

(=

institution. They pride themselves on graduating all their men.
Though this 1s indeed a brotherly act, vet the very fact that a man
is a member of a fraternity often prevents him from studying by

keepinghim up late at night danciry

Again scholarship is promoted by fraternities in that they take a

v

Keen interest 1ln debating and oratorical contests among the several
socleties and with the barbs. The members often help ﬁneir gonteutu
ant by requiring him to deliver hils oration or discussion before the
soclety. And then give kindly criticism,the value of such preparatory

training is evident ."It 1s customary at the regular weekly meeting

to have sonm

@

l1L3P1F7 program. "

"Fraternities drive out literary socleties." Many an
organization , which began as a literary society, beCKU%'a fraternity
whose avowed purpose is not 1lit ary achievement, but social better-
ment.

-

Morals: Fraternity men realize that dishonorable con-
duct brings their fraternity into 11l repute. This alone keeps many
an otherwise boisterous youth within the confines of propriety. "The
fact,also, that all fraternities of any standing Fave graduate members

melps to se

‘D

cure good conduct." These alumni meet with the under -

(D

4

graduste members in the chapter houses,give informal talks at social

. S0 L R A A s L s S )
g and playing cards, smﬁKing,etcn

|

|

——— R R O R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R




gatherings,banquets, etec. O0ften the alumni owrnl the chapt

cl“

and rent it to the college members, who are thus held re

lioreover men who are loeated in their own club house feel

ownership and that it is to their interest to maintain th

oo 7 Ao + SIS G . i
as well as the furniture of the house. Again if a man ge

the faculty has a hold on him through his fraternity. In one insti-

!
Je

tution the presldent broke up a disreputable fraternitv

announcing that it was immoral. The fear of such a publ i
has been a atﬂo:f incentive to wholesoiie living on the p
a fraternity.

*"What fraternities stand for and what they

are two entirely different things. 1If the men didwhat the

sation upholds in its constitution ther

e would be no ques
morals." Undoubtedly chapter houses give thé inmates a £

raesponsiovility and a wholesome feeli

=,,1

in something of lasting value. But because they have a p

hey can go in and shut the door is often a strong tempt

drink, smoke and play cards until
not form a good basis for a strong,clean character.True:
organised i rnities have rules prohibiting menbers st

late." But: "These rul

@D

carried out." "The selfish rivalry and dominant endeavor

honor produces a veneer and outside polish that leads to

and false standards. "

Discipline: "Very helpful. Often members of

nity are also members of the faeulty."

ate at nighB. Such proc

slmply by
¢ statement

art of many

really do
elr organi-

tion about

ng that thev have part

lace where

ation to
ceedlings do
m All well

aying out

s, like the laws of Kansas, are not always

to win

snobbishness
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*Discipline

fraternities and through

man drn it ®
¢
Faculty members
these friendly vigitations

promotes a good fellowship

"Tn several ins

College authorities,but that

and kRKiddish."

call

much

help

[}
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tne organlisation

often

rices

was ¢

Athletics: Strange to
gether favorably of the influence

that was sald of a

men were nearly without exce
the games quite regularly and

tion,"Also if a

the members

[=E=37 11
b Tard £ 4

fraternities th

letic team will not turn out

toward the support of athle

the most honors,

ok

ard to get their man in for

votes in extreme cases,

not the most competent

1t
Ui

crippled; if unsuc sl
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their

which

gven
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ption
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to

capta
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whern

nan for
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Pk
el § J-Le

hiefly

ropltious naturs

were
narl

candidate

are not
the
Bach

the athletic

L0

P Eer

the best men are in the
e P i - ~ 1 =
the facul can reach every |

visit the fraternity men and

understand the and thus

9 e 5

they have been

4 uouulr\m me

because the members were

ay only one or two spoke alto-

fraternities on athletic sport

Pl
e

was that, "Fraternity

interested in athletics, and attend

~
(o

members of the athletic associa-

up for a position on the team

e put forth hls best efforts,

a strong rivalry between the

well ath-

¢ games and
games a

fraternity strives hard to win

field. So each works

wis «.~113 oy
1d selling

ER 0 IHan

*—s

ager, buylng a

the fraternity knows that its man

the pla If successful, the team

out, the fraternity
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s likely to withdraw its sugport and enthusiasm.

"The fraternity man is inclined to a life of ease, let-

all of which does not go far taward making an athlete. "

"A college loses in college spirit as organizations
within the college grow and dominate. Zach fraternity working for
itself and not for college honors. "_

These discussions might be continued to a wearisome
length but we refraln believing that sufficlent has been said both

'~ 1 Y r o + ~ K "l I = ¥ v e ~ g Tvy A - vyl S -
for and against to enable the reader to have a fair understandine

to arrive at some conclusion.

(-E~

of the subject and, perhaps,

P S o 7 4 4 e el . | i -y
Of this we may be certain that fraternities bear a

n
o

vital relation to educational institutions because they have to do

with the young men and boys at

[
—
D
e
O
2
ct

impressionable age, the
formative pericd. This influence may be either for good or for bad.

Generally 1t is for the betters However as to th r_t)r/p ‘actically all

v ol the character of the

are agreed that it depends almost entire
organization,- the personnel of the fraternity. Since an organisa-
"kindred spirits," the personnel of

a fraterndaty 1s likely +to persist , for a considerable time, in

ing because of originally poor timber.

Though, undoubtedly , fraternities have a place in gol-
leges and universities, there is little room to doubt the advisa—

his superfluous energy in dances and other social functions,

|5}




well-
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and many
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Greek letter fraternities

to pledg

1. Then
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iraternity man's ineclin:

for all these things

obvious

the most
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feminacy.
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of Chancellor Anson J.Upson.
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University of Texas

tend to modify

schools. Their influence

orl high
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aveantion
exXcept: le

Colleges would do
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Stucents from joining a frater-
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compelled to enter some

of the rushing cam-
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Lngs,other

as the demand a fraternity
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fraternities are i

each other, and in
last forever. My c

T £ ~ ~ Vv
but founded upon ¢
- y + T A= 7
promote a loyal an

¥ where

they ar

er houses
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ircrease tnose exXciusive tendadericles which are one of the drawback s
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onviction

nvaluable in the good influence exerted upon ti

e
=

the unselfish ambitions they ericourage in

the ennobling friendships formed therein, whilch

i1s deliberate, not altogether ignorant,

neidarahl N 3 3 Miy - ~ =l % £ |
onsiaeraodLie experience,That these societies largely

d enthusiastic interes

or

urnliversi-

and tnat in college government and in v
1 = ~ 1 v . - S ; -~ - ~ -l Bl — e
e leglitimately used to promote good order,manly
work. However I fear seriously that the building

y fow so common in many of our
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