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CHAPTCR I

IHTHOnOCTION

Ths ntudy of ths foreign Inmlj^rKnts In Kanssa was given

attention as early as 18S8. On January 17, of that year, V(. n.

Carruth read a paper et the annual meeting of the Kansas !;tat«

Hlstorloal aoolety. In It ha said "another and more Important

matter whloh I commend to the attention of this society Is the

tfiartlng of the foreign settlements In the state". This thesis

Is Intended to be a contribution to the realisation of that ecai>

mendatlon.

Many other contributions have been made a^nee that time.

Sone of the foreign groupa have produced a nrholar who has been

Interested In writing the history of his national group In Kan-

sas. These accounts have frequently been written In Oie native

language of the people, for they wrote for the pleasure of their

own group. Some scholars wrote In English. n>r example, the

Reverend Alfred Bergln of Llndsborg published articles, both In

Swedish and English. Occasionally articles In the native tongue

have been translated Into Rngllah by a subsequent scholsr who did

his own writing In English. For example, Jacob C. Ruppenthal of

Rusaell translated earlier articles by other authors, from the

Oerman, and made hi a own contributions In English.

Ihe national groups In Kansas have frequently celebrrted

1 W. H. Carruth, "Origin of Kansas Names-Porelgn Settlements",
Kansas Illstorleal Collections . 9i267 (Topeka, 1890).



the •nnlvcrsary of thalr Inmlgration here. Vim e«l*br«tlonB have

bean usually •ooompanlcd by tha publleatlon of a history of tha

group. Itiaaa heva provad contributions of worth.

A faw raaesroh studants hava chosen to woric In this field.

Tbe studies with which a fmlllarlty was gained were hlstortes of

a local oocauunlty or* at moatj a county. One study, at laaat

has been made which dealt with native as well as foreign lanl-

gratlon Into all of Kanaes.^ Other contributions have been made

by Journalists, linguists, end speakern.

t^uch value Is to be gclned from the Identification of the

foreign inmlgrar.t gronips in Kansus. Its ultimate acconpllshBent >

would be an analysis of the cultural heritage of the people of

Kansas. In this study the Identity of the foreign lamlgrenta haa

been detentlned only on the baala of their country of orlfrln.

TM.B approach may be utilised In two ways. It may serve as the

Initial step In an analysla of the entire atate's cultural heri-

tage or aa a thorough cultural study which might be conducted for

any one of the nutional groupa identified.

A study of the geographical areas of forelf^n settlement re-

vealed three quite obvloua modes of settlement. First, many of

the laailgranta oame In groups and foraed colonic a. Secondly,

many of tiie lamilgranta came Individually or by the family. And,

thirdly, those localities In which a speolflo nationality had set-

tled tended to attract others of that same nationality. Itelgra-

tlon Societies were used frequently to do this. Ihe third method

waa applicable either to the Incoming groups or Individuals. Ihe

ve

I

\

B Sell n. fteldron, "Colonleatlon In Kansas from 1661-1890", Ph. P.
"meals VS In northwestern University Library (r:vanaton, lOSS).



orlRlriol- aettlMients which ware loco ted within tha atata galnad

• two-fold Importenoa* Ihay either flourished and eboundad, or

thay daellnad and dispersed. Tha dlstlnotlon would ba a quantl»

tatlve one. Tha quality of tha national gro pa would ba present

and as suoh would be a factor In tha cultural heritage of tha

st«ta«

Tha communities of Ksnaas have been of two general typps*

One type has been the commiml ty that has been limited to one

foreign group, end idileh haa or haa not retained Its native eul>

tura. Ihe other, of course, was tha coianinlty Oiat w* s oonpoaed

of varloua foreign groupa, but which has nenlfast^d tha American

culture. Denial W, tvilder described the officers of the city of

Leavenworth during the early el^tlea In this manner. Iha mayor

waa Oavman, tha city marshall was Scotch, tha welf^t maater waa

Irlah, tha street conanlssloner was Panlsh, the city physician waa

Prenchi end tha council was composed of an Kngllshraen, en Alsatl&n,

an Irishman, and a Prussian.' It haa been a common thesis that

Kanaas haa been great beeausn It has been cosmopolitan.

John H. Whatatone actually applied tiila thesis to a colony.

He bought 1B,000 aorea of land In 1869 In the central part of Ap-

panoose township In Fimnklln County. In 1670 ha plotted a town

and divided the land Into amall farms. The town, Psmona, and tha

surrounding country have bean the result of his venture. Bvery ^|
state In the Union and many countries were represented In Its popu-

lation.^ m
'Ihousanda of lamlgrants were attracted to Kansas. The ganei^

al causes for European emigration will not be considered, but soma

3 Daniel n. Wilder, The Annala of Kansas (Topeka, 18B6),
4 Weldron , 0£. dt . , 119.



lion muat be Had*, bowaver, of the settlement appeal that Kan-

sas had. Kansan had gained the name In Europe of "the home of the

free't %la name, coupled vlth the ettn.etlve offer of new land*

Initiated Interest In Kansas*

Until 1873( the State Legislature had not ereat«d a gor»Tvm»n^

tal ageney to handle Immigration. Th* state Board of Arnrloulture

accepted responsibility for It. Ihe llilrd Annnal Report of the

Kansas State Board of Agriculture stated "...In the entire absenee

of an Immigration bureau.. .to meet thla exlgency« It was decided

to make the statlstloal and lamigratlon intex^sts the lesdlng

feature In the work of the year, 1874".^

The publics tl on of pamphlets was a favorite meana of adver-

tisement. Under the special direction of the Ler^sleture of 1884,

the State Board of Agriculture published and distributed 6S,000

pamphlets. They sent 20,000 to darmany, 15,000 to Ilweden, 10,000

to Denmark, and e0,000 to Bngland. ITiese pesiphlets made Kansss

the south Hem Island of the 1680' a.

The greeter part of rnel estate agent work In Kurope was

done by the railroads. V<ben the early railroads were first built

across Kansas, thei^ were few people living in the western part

of the state. Population was necessary to the prosperity of the

railroad coapanles*

The Atchlaon, Topeka, and Santa Fe and the Kansan branch of

the Onion Pacific railroads were the eonpanles concerned, 'Ihey

gave mneh attention to the matter of Increasing the settlements

5 Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Annual Report 1873
(Topeka, 1874), »,

6 Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Biennial Report 1B86.1R86
(Topeka, 1887), 47.



alonj^:. the lines* In 1872 the Atchison, TopekSf end !3«nts Pe

Rsilroftd hsd oonpleted s line to the Colorado boundary* Throu^

government gifts of eltombte seotlons of land, they had 3,000,000

7
acres to sell* The Lrwrence Joumcl of December 16, 1871, stated

"In the last two years the Kansaa Paeiflo Railway has sold 700,^00

aeres of land for $2,000,000"*

Ihe railroads aent land agents to Burope* Ihey invited people

of prominence to Join e>cursions throu^ Kansas* And they filled

the newspapers with description of the great VSest* Ksnaaa was

widely and favortibly advertised* Interest wcs everywhere aroused

9
and many people were attracted to the state* It was the rail*

road agents that met the ships and guided ianigrants to their land*

Ibey provided housing faoilities, thougjti meager, for them while

they arrived at a decision as to what land to buy* In Kansas,

Topeka was tlie leading stopping place until land was purchased*

In ^e western part of the state. Hays later served the sane purpose*

Another function of the railroad eompanies was that they ser-

ved as a source of employment for many of the immigrants* Ihey

worked for the railroad companies to earn money to buy land, or

to support thttnselves until the land did*

The railroad had oumpetition from the government, so the

price of their land was reaaonable* There was as late as 1885

plenty of good government land available in Kansas* Prom 1888

to 1860, 6,000,000 of tlie 7,200,000 acrea of land available were

7 C* B, Schmidt, "Reminiscences of Porei^ Immigration '**ork for
Kansns", Kansas ITistorical Collections . 9i487 (Topeka, 1940)*

8 Vvilder, op» git** 640*
9 Anna B* Arnold, A History of Kansaa (Topeka, 1914), 178*



hODtasteaded, pre-mnpted, or timber clelmed In Clark, Finney, Pord,

Oray, Or»nt, Haakell, Kearny, Meade, Horton, Seward, .'Stevens, and

Stanton oountlea*

The Inml gran ta , If In groupa, usually preferred to eataMlah

a vlllege and farm the adjoining land, as was the European practice*

The railroad companies owned land adjoining the rl($it-of-way, and

such land was not so suitable for village settlements, TTowever,

railroad land was soon purohaaed by the new settler.

Certain sections of Kansas have been nore densely populated

by the foreign Inmlgrants than othera. The n\aiber of foreigners

per square mile In 1885 In each county of Kansas la shown In Plate

II, page 13, In thoae counties In which wide variance occurred

between the numbers it was due to uneven distribution among the

townships. It has been Impossible to learn the story of sll the

foreign Immigrants In Kansas, For example, Atchison, Leavenwortti,

and Siawnee counties are shown with more than seven foreigners

per square mile and no Information Is Included In this study whl^

would Identify them all. These countlea were settled before the

foreign Immigration Influx direct froei Rurope occurred, Ihe fox^

eignera In ttiese counties were those 1^0 came Indirectly to the

state frcB Europe and entered shortly befoi^ or after statehood

eaoie to Kanaas*

Three sections of the state led In the pi>oportlon of forel^i

stocki tlie asioky Rill River district from Ellsworth to Kaknensy,

the Mennonlte district in Marlon, KoPherson, Harvey and Peno

counties, and the Pittsburg district In the mining counties of

10 J, S, Painter, "Southwest Kansss", Kansaa Hlstorlral Collections.
4|28S (Topeka, 1890,

I
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Crswford and Charokee* In th«M dlstrlr^ta tiie nuaber of foreign

bom was twice the average for the state aa a vhole,

Ihe districts outlined above were settled by Europeans*

There were Anarl nan iBirai grants in Kanaasf too* Ihey caae fron

Canada and Uexico*

Botti Pr«noh- Canadian 8 and Oeman-Canadiana oame Into Kansas*

cloud County has been known aa the French- Cencdian county of Kan«

sas* Iheae Canadians came fi*om Illlnoia where they had settled

12
after leaving Canada* 'iheir forefathers had come to Canada

before the American Revolution* In 1881, there were seven hun-

dred French-speaking voters in the county* French- Canadians

settled in Rooks County near Damarf fron 1870 to 1890* '7her>e

were a few scattered Canadians in Barton County* Ihe town« Cana-

Am, in UarlOQ County waa the center of a Franoil- Canadian comrouni-

ty* 30Bie w«r>e ttiere previous to 1873 and more cane from 1873 to

1880.^^ By 1898 there were two hundred French- Canadians in Mill

Creek, Union and 3t* Mary townships in Pottowatonie County*
16

About 1880 settlements were made in Gz*ahaB County, in Wild Horse

17
and MoreIan townships*

Ihe Oexuan- Canadians settled fcrthor west* In 1886 a colony

18
reached (Jerden City In Finney County* From 1873 to 1863, 18,000

Oerman-Russian 8 enlgrated to America* Si^^t thouaand went to

Ifianitoba, Canada, and 10,000 oame to Kansaay Kebr&ska, V^lnnesota^

University Qnar-



and rskota. .'iObia of thos* that want to Canada later cam* Into

Kanaaa* Llkawiaej soma of the Oarr.an- Russian a thiet had sottlw?

first In Kansas, had moTod to Canada to taka advantage of tha new

land* .'^ona of them returned to Kanaan.

The Vexloans oiuie Into Kansas for labor purposes. Th* mines ^

and rallroada were responsible for their oomlng. Thirty per cent

81
of the Hexloena have located In Kanaas City, Topaka, and trichita.

In those cities they have been employed by the railroad eompanlea.

Two other large oolonlea wera made in central Kansaa at Kanopolis

in Kllauorth County and Lyons in Rice County. In southent Kanaaa

8e
a aettlement «aa aada at Coffeyvllle in fontr^onery County*

A definite aid In the Identlfloatlon of the forei0ti lianlgrKita

In Kanaaa was found in tha Hnited Statea Census. The number of

foiHiign bom according to country of origin in each county la given

In the census of 1880.^' However, it did not dlatlngulah the ^
foreigners In any great detail. Nearly all of the Russian, Swiaa, ^
rollah, and Austrian listed were Oeman. Only r^wedea were llatad

from norttiem Europe, and the English and Welsh were listed to-

gether. Tha detailed Identlfloatlon of the forelgnera waa found

to ba more valuable In a cultural atudy.

The proportion of the total foj^ign bom population In Kan-

I

19 Kelvin Olngerieh, "The Reactions of the Ruaslan Mennonltes to
the Trana-Klsslssippl v.eat in the Seventies", KS in possession
of the author (Ooshen, Indiana, 1947), 1,

SO Qreyoe K. Ooerts, Personal Interview at Manhattan, Kanaaa,
April SO, 1948.

Bl Kansas City Times . August 84, 1946,
88 Allen llofftoan. Personal Interview at Manhattan, Kansas,

April 13, 1048.
£3 lite Populitlon of tha Vnited states in 1880, Tenth Censua.

(v.asliington, 1883), 492-93.
84 Jacob C. Ruppentbul, "The Oeman Klement in Central Kansas"^

Kanaas Historical Collection a . 13|616 (Topeka, 1914).



M« in 1855 «nd 1885 by ocuuntry of origin is found In ?lgB. 1 and

2, pagas 14 and 15* Ihese graphs took Into eon al deration only thoaa

wixo oama directly to Kena&a from their country of origin* thoaa

who caste Indirectly from their country of ori/in came in largest

nvimbera fl:*cn Illinoia» Kisaourl, Iowa, and Indiana*

The difference in the number for each group &at ome direct-

ly and indirectly is Illustrated in theae groxipst 19,0CX> T^tngllah

and v.elah came indirectly, 7,000 directly; 40,000 Oermana oama in*

directly, 17,000 dlx^ctlyi 18,000 Scandinavians came indirectly,

10,000 directly; 40,090 Geraan-Hnssiana came indlrertly, 9,000

directly; 15,000 Irish came indirectly, 3,000 directly; no French

came indirectly, 623 directly, 25

The foi»eign settlements identified in this study are i^own

on the map, Plate I, page 11« Ihis identification has been made

iz*respectlve of the quantity present, and la Intended to ahov the

foreign elements wh* ch are found in each county, T^etailed infor-

mation about efcch group, in v^leh is given the dcte of settlement,

place of settlement, and number in the settlement in so far as it

vas availaMe is found in tdie context of the thesis*

86 Kanaaa Board of Agriculture, Blennisl Heport 1B85-86
(Topeka, 1887), 47,
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KX?LANATIOB OP PLATR I

Identification of for«l(5n sattlemants In Ksnsea.

Tha lettaps Indloi t« that a aattlement of the eounti^ of

origin reppasantad haa bean mada In that county, Tha fopa5 en

groups era paprasantad by tha lettara following thalr namas.

E Hungarian Hn roll ah P

r Irish IR nwedlah ?

Italian I Scotdi 30

Austrian A Rngllah

Hohainlan B Franoh

1>ulgaplan BU Oerman

^ancidlan

PaulA r

(laman- Russian OH Mexican

ifollendar norweglan K

Swiss

Welsh

ITugo-slavlan .SL
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EXPtAHATIOK 07 PUTE II

og
Density of foralgn population In Kansaa In 1R05.

Tiiose In which th« number savan sj/paars bad mox^ than

aaven foreljpers par square mile. Thosa In idileh no nua>-

bara appear had lasa than one foreigner par square mile*

26 Ibid .. 5S.
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W6 . 1. The proportion of total forelgi bom population In
Kanaaa In 1855 who came directly from country of
origin. 27

27 Daniel W. Wilder, "Where Kanaana V.ere Bom", Kanaaa Histori-
cal Collectlona. 9:608 (Toyeka. 1906).



Pig, 2. The proportion of total foreign bom population In
Kansas in 1885 wlio came directly from country of
origin ,28

28 Kansas State Board of Agriculture,
(Topeke, 1887), 47,

Biennial Reuort 1885-86



OEAPTER n
ZVKIORASTS raON HORTHBRH K(?R0P8

"TiM graet famine In 3w«d«n has b««n oauatng tens of thou-

aanda to Inmlgrete to this country...", so rasd the entry for

Daoamber 51, 1869, in Hlldor's Annals of Kansas . This condition

of famine of which ha spoka prevailed througliout Northern ^ropa.

It ««8 isha cause of tha emigration in 1868 fx^nn Horthem Kuropa

to Amsriea.

Tha ttiouaanda that oama to Kansas in 1868 and the years

following ware not the first Seandinaviana in Kansas. Kansas

held tha same appeal for them that it held for all ITuropeans.

Tha I reas in which they settled indicated that they tended to

be atti«ctad to localities in which Scandinavians had previously^

settled.

'niraa agancias directed Scandinavian aettlamert in Kanaasi

Tha First "wedish /agricultural Company of Chicago, The Oalesburg

Colonleation Company of Oalesburg, Illinois, and Th* Scandinavian

Agricultural Society, These agencies ware or^anlted for tlia pux«-

posa of choosing and settling land. Once tha members had aceom>

plished that for thamaalvaa they disaolved the company,

Tha iaanigrants from Kort^exn Europe eama from Danrnarlr,

Sweden, and Norway. Most of them were from Sweden, Tha 3wadaa

wai« of the Lutheran faith and much of the history of their set-

tlement in Kanaaa was learned frctn church hiatorias. Iha Swedaa

settled primarily in or near four river valleyai the %oky FIlll

Rivar Valley, tha Naoaho River Valley, tha Republican River Valla



r and the Blue Rlvar Vallay. There were some aettlementa made out-

side theae area*.

'flM flrat 3wedlah aettler to enter the Rlue River Valley

eaae from OaleaburiT, Illlnoia, In 1665. He settled at Varladahl

In I'ottowatoala County. He waa Joined In 1S56 by hi a brother.

In 1856 and 1859 Svedea arrtved dlreotly from Sweden In thla lo-

eality.l

The first Swede entered Marshall County In 1858 and settled

In Rook townslilp. In 1870 others oame to Lincoln township. There

were two aettlemants of Swedes made in Marshall County. One waa

between Axtell and Frankfort in Lincoln , Rook, and Noble townships.

The other waa south of Viatervllle in Cottage Kill township."

The Scandinavian Agricultural Society In 1860 promoted set-

tlement of 7,083 acres rof land In Riley, Pottawatomie, Cloud,

and Republic oounties.* This movement brouf^t the heavy popu-

lation of Swedea to these oountlea. In Pottawatomie County, but

not on the Blue, was a settlement at at, Kerys around which grew

a Swedish locality. In Riley County the Swedish ae ttlemente .vere

ade In Jackson, ^ede Creek, and Shenwn townships. The Swedish

settlement In the Blue River Valley extended north along the Big

Blue throu^ Riley, Pottawatomie, and Mar8>iall counties,

Ihe first Swedes to settle in the amoky Rill River Valley

eame directly from Sweden. >i Swede from Stockholm, Sweden, set-

tled In Dickinson County st Enterprise In 1868° end one hundred

Swedes came to Center and Rays townships In Pleklnson county In

I

1 The Reverend Alfred Berrln, "Swedish ;?ettleffients in Centrtl
Kansas", Kansas Historical Collections . 11:19 (Topeka, 1910).

8 B. R, Forter. History of Varahall County (Indlanopolls, 1917), 2ia»
S Bergln, op. cl t . . BS.
4 Ibid . , st,
5 W. H. Carruth, op . clt . , 80.

Bergin, o£, clt .. 20.

'10).

.917), 2ia^
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7
1860. A Swede from Buttema, Sweden, settled south of Saline In

Q
1863 end In 1866 the quarter was claimed which in 1869 became the

g
site of Llndaborg. A few came to the Llndsborg area in 1867.

Qie First Swedish Agz^oulturel Company was formed In 1B68,

It was made up of one hundred members, each of whom was to have

160 acres of land. They bought 16,000 acres of lend In the

southern pert of Saline County and the northern pert of Vo?herson

County from the Kansas Pacific na5 Iroad Company, Tt\«y planned

to homestead the Intervening government land. The contract be-

tween the Kansas Pacific Railroad Company and Ihe First Swedish

Agricultural Company called for $5,9S5.97 aa a down payment end

annual payments from 1869 throu^ 1873. If the payments were not

made the land and the improvements would revert to the railroad

eompany.^^ In this year Ihe Oalesburg Colonisation Company arrang-

ed the settlement of twenty-two sections northwest, west, end south-

west of the lend previously bought by the Plrit Swedish Agricul-

tural Company. To facilitate the settlement of this area the

railroad offered rates for immlgrents of SlO.50 from Chicago to

Kansas City and less then helf-fare from Kenses City to the West.

Thousends came end purchased lend In Jewell end Cloud counties in

the Republlcen River Velley, end in Kitohell, Ottewa, Lincoln,

Saline, end J;cl'he*aon counties In the Smoky Hill Klver Valley.

Two hundred end fifty persona from Sweden arrived in Sellna

7 Carruth, 0£. clt . , 75.
8 Bergln, 0£. oTT7, 20.
9 Ibid .. 2Tt

10 TbI? . . 22.
11 IBId .. 23.
12 THld . . 27, 28, 29.
13 TBId . . 30.
14 TBTd. , 22.



to settle In 1869 under the anaplces of T^e First Swedish Agrlcul-

Ifi
tural Company, In 1868 and 1869 there were several prominent

Swedish localities established. Salemsborg was established in Sa-

line County in 1868; Assaria was en outgrow*;h of Sslemsbor.?, Falun

and anolan were established in that year in Saline County, and
16

also Fremont and Marquette In McPherson County,

The Swedish Colonization Company was organized at Lindaborg

July 11, 1887, Its aim was to locate Lutheran Swedes on the plains

of the West, Ihis company promoted settlements In -allece, Logen

,

Qreeley, Sherman, and Thomas counties. Prom 1887 to June 1888,

50,000 acres of land were sold to these colonists. Government

17
land was also obtained, Sharon fringe in Wallace__Count7 and

Page City in Logan County have become centers of Swedish locall-

i-

19

1 P
ties resulting from this work, Pj?om 1888 to 1892, three hun-

dred Swedes settled in the southwest ooimer of v*allace County,'

In Greeley County the Swedes settled in the northwest part of the

PO
county,*^ Gove County, which was located on the western end of

21
the Smoky Hill River, received Swedish settlers in 1^86, Ihey

settled then and later in Lewis, Jerome, tie south part of Grin-

22
nell, and the southwest part of Gove townships.

The Swedes began coming into the Neosho River Valley in the

23
1860*8 and settled much of southeast Kansas, The first Swedes

15 Ibid . , 23,
16 THd . , 31.
17 THd. , 32,
18 TH? . , 33,
IS Carruth, o£, cit , , 82,
20 Ibid ., 76.
21 W7~F, Harrtngton, History of Gove County , Kansas (Gove City,

1930), a pamphlet.
^

22 Carruth, o£, cit . , 76,
23 C. A. 3wonsson, "The Swedes in Kansea'*, Ken ae s Historical

Collections . 4j2B7 (Topeka, 1890),



r came Into Allen County of th«t valley In 1868, They eettlecl on

Big Creek« one mile north of the Neosho Oounty line. In the south'

east part of the county. By 1870, others had Joined the colony, '

Zola and 3avonburg In Allen Oounty were settler! prodor-lnnntly by

Swedish people,

"mede Oenter in Neoaho County was settled In 1068, Others

came fro« .Tweden In response to lettsro from settle-s In this
26

locality In 1809, Ihe settlement spread Into the northwest

part of Tioga and the eastern part of Big Creek townships,^

Chanute has beoome a leading Swedish oonnunlty In this county, ^^

A oonmmlty known as Stotler was established In the Tmlley

drained by Salt Creek In nortiieest Lyon County, The first Sweda

settled on Salt Creek in 1809. He wcs followed four years later

by two more faoillles and In 1874 severel more caaie,'" In ttiat

year a eoanittee oane from Princeton, Illinois, into a nei^borlng

county to investigate the region of Osage City in Osage fX)unty,

As a result settlers came into that (>r««« Ihey worked in the

mines at Osage City or for the Santa Pe Railroad Oompeny. nevan

I

hundred :?wede3 entered and settled Orant township in 1B71 in

that oounty, Kost of Osage County in Lyon County there were

Scandinavians near Olpe in Center township and some of these

were .'Swedes. H
C4 Carl E, T^ler, "The Hlatory of the Pounding and Crowth of

the Swedish Settlement in Allen County", Kaater's 'diesis K3
in the J'itteburg State Teachers College Lib-^rr (PittsburK.
1948), 1,

28 Bergln, o£, clt . . 34,
S6 P, Lovetie, liletory of the :>wedlsh Faptist Churches of Kansas

and M 1 3sourl . 1I568-IP277"9I
27 Tarruth, op, pit. . 79,
28 I*erg?n, op. clt .. 54.
29 Harle A,"oiaon, "Swedish Sottlec.ont at Stotler", Kansas

HlBtorlcal Collections . 21ilfi5 ('ftjpeka, 1936),
30 Ibid ,. 157.
31 Carruth, op. clt., 79,
Se Ibid . , 77.



Thar* «*p« Mveral other Swedish •ttlmanta In nouthaast

Xanaes. A eolon7 of Swedes loeated on the Walnut River on De

35
Raeken Creek In Butlar County in 1858. A settlement- was Made

at Burdlok in Korria Coxrnty and Marlon Hill in the !iwedish

nunlty near Dwieht waa aettled in 187&. Ihe Swediah localities

in general in horria Oounty were Diaiaond Valley, the west part of
35

Creek, and the north part of Parker townahlpa* A few "wades r*«

turning froai the West froei work on the railroad took out elalaa

in Marion County in 1866. Ihe Swedes settled the Vilaa locality

In Wilson Gountyi Colfax township in that county has had Swadaa

since 1870. tltree of ttie border counties had Swet^iah aettlementa.

39
awedaa entered Chateuqua County In 1870; they were present

thett^ aoattered in Gowlay County.^ They entered Valley end

Canada townahlpa in Labette County.

Ihe ."iwediah settleaienta In the Itepublioan River Valley were

Mide in Cloud, Republic, Jewell, Clay, Rawlina, Oecttur, Phillips,

and Cheyenne oountiea. In 1867 some Swedes purchased land in

4S
Cloud County. Ihe Swedish Agricultural aooiety purchased in

ttie saice year ISO sections of publlo land which extended up and

43
down the Republican River in Republic and Jewell oountiea.

Fifteen cltlsens located near ficandia in Republic County in 186B.

33 V. P. Hooney, Higtory of Ltutler County (Lawrence, 191C) , 301.
34 Bergln, op . clt ., 58.
35 Cerruth, op. oit ., 77.
36 Waldi^n , op « cXt . , S5.
37 Hergln, ££. clt.. 33,
3e Carruth, op. clt .. 82.
3S Ibid .. 74.
40 TH7. , 76.
41 TlJId . , 77.
48 rer,-ln, op. clt ., SO.
43 Ida I.. '£lth, "^lietlonel Oroup Gettlementa", Ttm Aersnd .

7:107 (Hays, 1936).



FroB 1860 to 1871 this settlMiant gr«w^ and finally axtondad

over tha four eountlea-Cla7« Cloud, Heublle* and Jawall-along

45
the Hepublloan Hlver and hhite Rock Creek. Ileferenee waa pra-

loualy made to the 7,083 aeraa of land purchased In 1869 by

The Scandinavian Agricultural Society In Cloud, Republic, ^lley,

and i'ottanatomia ooimtles. Swedish settlenents In Jewell County

spread flrom White Hook Creek throughout Sinclair, Allen, Rrving,

and Rabon townships.^ Sons church histories disclosed aettlenent

history and fron such s source it was learned that the Swedish

Bvangelleal Amana Church was organised in 1873 in Reevar townahlp
48

of Republio County. The Swedesburg Lutheran C urrh at Clay
49

Center in Clay County was organised in April 9, 1B71, Hoth of

these church organieations would indicate the presence of Swedish

settlers.

Ihe Republican River Valley in the northwestern part of

Kanaas attracted settlers as well as did the portion of the

valley that waa in the north oentrel part of the atete. Swedea

aettled in the eastern part of Rawllna, a north border county)

Phillips, eaat of Rawlins, had Swedes In Crystal township,"^ Ihey

settled Obe-lin township of necatur County, and ISO reached
go

Cbayenna County In 1886.

1

44 Isergin, 0£. olt, , 54.
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Aa Ma preyloualy mantlonad ther* wv Siradlata aattlamanta

ada outalda tha rlyar vallay aattlamanta thua far outllnad. Tha

avadaa antarad tha waatem part of Oarflald and tha northam part

Of Walnut to«mahlpa In I'avnaa County In 1877 and avantually thara

SSvara about flva hundrad In all. Oarflald, tha town, waa latar

loeatad In 1879.^^ Tha Swadaa aattlad In Rano County In about

1860 and ttaa lacdlng loealltlaa mer« Hutohlnaon and Nlckaraon.'^'^

Thara wara Saadlah aattlamanta nada In Ka«, Navbury, Ulll, Tmrmmr,

)

Alma, and Waahlngton townahlpa of Wabaunaaa County. ^^ 3adgwlek

County bad Swadaa aattlad partloulerly In tha rural erea.^ Swadirii

aattlamanta In Hdwarda County wara mada In Klnalay, Jaekaon, and

Tranton tomahlpa. In Hlk County thay ehoaa Painter and Hood

toanahlpa and In Hodgaman County thara waa a r.wartlah locality In

tha nortbwaat oomar of Marana townahlp," Ttopaka In Shawnaa

County and Kanaa.i City In Viyandotte County both raealvad many

Swadaa.'^ All of tJia Swadlah aattlamanta mantlonad may ba looatad

on tha map, Plata I, paga 11.

Tba Danaa ware anothar group from Wortham Ruropa ttiat

amlgratad to Kanaaa. Tha Danlah immigration bafnn In tha 1860«8.

By 1870 aoma had drifted Into every county In tha atata. The

Danaa oama from tha Danlah Islanda and Jutland. ^^ Iha flrat Danlah

aattlara were probably Mormona, many of whom had apoatatad an route

1

63 Ibid . . 79.
54 Bar gin, op, olt , , 33,
86 Id—.
66 Oarruth, op. olt .. 88.
67 Ibid. , 81.
68 TEnr.. 75.
59 Carruth, 0£, olt., 77.
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61 Thomaa P. Chrlstenaen, "Tha Danish :?attlamenta In Kanaaa'

Kanaaa Hlatorlcal Collectlona . 7|300 (Topaka, 1988),

I

I



to Utah during th« 1850'a. 1h« fiPit Dan* anterad Kari^all I^^H

County In 1865 naar KaryaTllla. Ha had ooma from Oallfoxnla ^M

irtiara ha had proapaotad for gold* In 1869 flva Ranaa eaaa to

Marahall County fr<w Sohlesul^Holataln to ayold Joining tha

lay

64

6S
Pruaalan oolora aftar 1864« ' Thay s^ttlad In Walnut townahlp.

In 1874 aore Danaa arrlvad ther««

Danaa located in Cloud County In 1869 naar Jaaaatown* Iha

Boat eharaoterlatle Danlah community In Kanaas waa nada at DanmarVc

In Lincoln County, In 1869. In tha early 1880 'a Danlah settlera

war* attrsotad to ttie Lincoln aattlementi Orant, l.^erlon, Orangaj

65
Rattla Creakf and Vaapar tovnshlpa racalvad Danlah aattlara* .

A aaall group of Danaa oollaoted at Lyndon In Osega County

In 1869.*^ Prom 1875 to 1880 about 660 Danaa aattlad In Allan

67
Co'jnty In Orova and Blaaiora townahlpa* Tha maaibarahlp liat of

tha Prianda Home Church In the Swadldi aattlanant of aoutheoat

68
Allan County Included In 1878, fovr Danaa* Odanaa, a country

school dlatrlct and poat offloa in Haoaho County, racalvad ita

name from ttia aaaport and cathedral city on tha Odanaa RlTer on

North Funan laland, Danmaric, Elamora In Allan County vca alao

named for a Danlah aaaport*^ Ihe north boMer counties racalTad

aoTeral Danlah settlementa primarily In Phllllpa County In Cryatal

70
tomahlp* In the northeast part of Kanaas they settled In Jack-

68 Ibid . , 301.
63 Forter, op . clt, , 216,
64 Waldron, op. clt .* 21.
66 Chrtstanaen, op . clt . , SOI.
66 Topaka JoumaTT October 18, 1915*
67 Carruth, o£. clt ., 73.
68 Tyler, op. clt., 12,
69 Ibid., 5b.
70 CarruUi, 0£. clt.. 00,



r •on County In Hctawnoa and Whiting townships. In esntrsl Kan-

7E
•as they aattled In Ottawa County In Buokeya townahlp. A group

of Socialist nanas sought to astabllah a Socialist Colony n«a»

78
Hays In Bills County In 1887, However, it was not suecassful*

Itaa Verweglana ware among the very earliest foreign bom

eettlers In Kansas* A Norwegian was the first foreign bom set-

tlor In dove County*'''^ In 1BS7 and 186B about aaventy Horweglana

oaaia Into Doniphan County. They settled around Bast Vorway whloih

has been i>enanad Koray. There were many Oannans and Danea al-

ready thei^. Ihe Norwegians came In greet numbers after the

previously mentioned European famine, durlnp: the yeara 1868 and

1869 and later. Ihey settled In Hlbley and Llneoln townships

of Cloud County and were also found In Clay, Jewell, Prown, and

Republic oountles.'^* Korway In Republic County and Kvorest In

77
Brown County were prominent localities. Along the souttiem

border of Kansas In Labette County, Korweglana settled In Valley
78

and Canada townships. In 1870 they settled In Chatauqua County.

About two hundred settled in the southern pert of Salem townahlp,

Oreenwood County.*'

Ihe Swedes, the Denes, and the Korweglana entered many of

the counties of Kanaas. Ihe counties In which settlements were

ada by these people are located In the map, Plate Z, page U.

71 Ibid . , 77,
78 ToTS.. 79,
75 Waldron, o£, olt. , 85.
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CHAPTER ITI

IIIWIORANTS PROM WE3TKKB BtTROPB

The foreign bom tlu^t cane to settle In Kannaa from Westam

Buropa emigrated from Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Bngland, Holland,

Frenoa, and Swlteerland. It la Indlcetad on page 11, Plate I,

that many sattlementa were made In Kanaaa by these foreign groups.

The Irish oame to Kansas In families or Individually, They

settled In groups, howevor, to a oonslderaMe extent, A settle-

ment was made In Oeary County In 1855. One year later fifteen

faundi'ed Irish settled In Jackson, Jefferson, and Liberty town-

ships of that county. In ttie following year some Irish famlllea

settled In Anderson County souttieaat of Oeary r^ounty on lantha

Creek.^ Twelve fanlllea oame first and seven more soon came.

The settlement was made In Reader township to whloh they oame In

Inoi^aalng ntimbers from 1867 to 1867. Two- thirds of the e ommunl-

ty was located In Anderson r^unty, but It extended Into ttie ad-

joining counties of Coffey and Franklin. The IrlA began to

settle Marshall County about the sane time aa tiiey did Anderson

County. Prom 1867 to 1861, nineteen famlllea aettled on Irish

Creek In ttiat county.

Saline County received aome Ii^sh, althou^ there was a

question whether the first ones came In 1869 or 1860. Bie Sallna

I
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4 Harry Johnson, A ill story of Anderson County . Kansas (Oamett,

1936) , 345, ^

6 Porter, 0£. clt.. 231. J



r Journal quoted A. i\, Cempbell, who said that en IrlshwoQan osma

Into tha Solomon Valley In May of 1659.® North of Sallna County,

In Ottawa County, tha Irish arrived In 18B6 and aettlad In the

7
•outh part of Chapman townahlp. South of Saline County, In Marlon

o
County, the Irlah settled In Clark townahlp In 1873. Several

hundred aettled north of Marlon County In Dloklnaon Cbunty In

the aouth part of Banner township.

Seventy-elc^t Irtsh families came to the northern part of
10

Pottawatomie County In 1878, Two thousand occupied Clear Creek,

Emmett, St. Kary, and the border of !5t. Clere townships by 1892,"

At least thirty families of Irish had settled Solomon, Lyon, Mere-

dltti, and the southeastern comer of Grant townships In Cloud County,

ISby 1892, Irish settlements had been made in Barnes, the southern

part of Sherman, and Klmeo townships In Washington County by ttiat

same year. Ihey were in Clear Creek and the northaestam comer

of Keuchatel townships In Nemaha County. In Jackson County they
15

were In ii.ush^ngton township. A settlement of Irish located

about midway In Wyandotte townahlp in Wyandotte County. Thaae

eountlea mentioned wore in the northei>n and northeastern parts

of Kansas, Settlements were also made by the Irish in the south-

eastern part of Ksnstia. In Osage County they settled near Scran-
17

ton township. Itlaml County had about two hundred in Oaage town-

f

I
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18
ship,* 3one Irish s«ttler« wont to Or«nt township of Crawford

County, Palls township of Hlk County,^® and on Prairis Orask of

Sannar County. 20

Tha Irish sattlad in small mmbors in the cantx*al and wastam

parts of Kanaas* Oha Irish settled In Albion township northwest
21

of Hoisington in Barton County. Jhey settled in Kllsworth County

near Ellsworth and Holyrood in the 1880*8. The Iriah settled

Atwood in Rawlins Coimty in 1879 and Tully, south of Atwood« waa

established in the sane year. In 1885 the first settlers to

arrive in Bird City, Cheyenne County, were Iriah. ^®

'J[he second group that ca»e to Kansas frou Western Kuropa

was the Scotch. Ihe Lawrence Journal of December 16, 1871,

atated that in the past two years tiie Kansaa Pacific Railroad

had sold 47, 000 acres of land in Dickinson County to the Scotch.

Ttil» Scotch settlement waa siade from ten to fifteen miles south

23
and southwest of Abilene in Dickinson County. ihe Scotch

colonies in Republic County were known as ttxe Sxcelsior Colonies.

Ihe first Sxcelsior Colony of about sixty people settled on

tthite Hose Creek in Liberty township in Vsi-y 1869.^* The Second

Excelsior Colony made up of two hundred families settled in Belle-

ville and Scandia townships. ^^ In 188S there we^-e fifteen Scotsmen
26

in the town of Scandia alone. Scotch settlements were made in

18 Ibid . , 78.
19 TBTH., 75.
20 Topeka Jou
19 TBTH., 75.
20 Topeka Journal , March 18, 1939.
21 Hoover, op , olt . 13.
22 Vi^aldron, op. cit ., 118,
23 C* H- Oo - -

21 Hoover, op . olt . 13.
22 Vi^aldron, op. cit ., 118.
23 C. H. Ooss, Personal Interview conducted at Enterprise. Kan

April 25, 19^J5;
^^ ^-^glleville Telescope . May 7, 1936,
25 Stalth, o£. clt., 109,
26 .Savage, op. cit .. 70.



r 27
tho southoaatem pert of Kanaas In Oaage Co'<^ty neer .Soranton*

Tha Scotch raached Uarahall County at Watorvllla In January 5*

88
1870. The population of Scamnon In Charokea County Includad

no
a larga number of Scotch In 1892,'°

'the aettlamant in Lyon County naa one of tha two laroa

VJalah sattlementa made in Kanaaa. 'Bie Bnporla Mewa stated that

out of the first mlgi>Btloa from Klsoonsln in 1867 about one hun-

dred VXA aettled on tha aoutti side of the Cottonwood divert In

the south part of Brackenrldge County, now Lyon County; and In

the northex« part of Madison County, now In Oraenwood County.

It further atated, that about one hundred families were expected

in the aprfng. Another authority said Welsh arrive*' In Lyon

County In 1857 and continued to do so throu($i the 186^*8, 1870*a»

and 1880 'a. Ihey settled in the Cottonwood and Keoaho River

Valleys, and on Dry and Coal Creeks. Another auUiorlty gava

the Welsh data of aettlement as 1856 and added Kai;le Creak to

the localities settled.'^

The other large settlement waa the Riley County settlement

which centered at Bala. Ihls Velah colony had been organized

in Kew Yoric State under the Welsh Lend and Knigretion fkielety

of America. Ihey bou^t railroad lend and also introduced oiti-

sans to tha Uomestoad and Tre-emptlon lend. The first mambera

of the colony arrived in 1870 and settled on Timber Creek. Othera

27 Carruth, 0£, clt . , 79,
S8 t.'aldron, op . clt ., 49.
29 Carruth, op. oit ., 74.
SO Kmporla Hews , January 21, 1860.
81 Laura K. F3ren<*i, History of Tteporla end Lyon County (Ftaporta,

19S9) , 187,
32 Jacob ;>totler. Annals of tanporla end Lyon County , 1867-1802

(l^iporle), B pamphlet.



r arrived In the years 1873 and 1876

30

35

Two other counties contained Welsh settlers. One was Osage

34
County at Arvonla, which the Welsh established In i860. The otlier

was Wyandotte County where there were over two hundred at Roaedale

In 1892.'^

The fourth group from the British Isles was the Kngllsh.

There were English In Kansas as early as 1855, The largest HngUsh

settlement thut beeeme permanent In Kansas was In Clay County.

Tliey purchased 32,000 acres of land In that county, Ihe center

of ttie settlement was Wakefield, The settlement was located In

1869 and was named after the Kererend Rloherd Wake, a prominent

promoter. On October 6, 1369, aeventy-seven English from south

England arrived. In 1870 the second party came from \Talea. In

this year the stream of Immigrants was checked, but In 1870 it

was revived considerably by colonists ft-om the tTpper Ihames Valley

In England.*'''

The English settled next to Cley County In Geary County,

Three hundred from Sussex settled In Lyon township In 1870.'^

Farther north In Kemaha County the English bou^t 720 acres In

Harrison township. An additional fifty came In 1668 end 1869.'"'

One of tiie groups thtt came to Kansas In possession of great

wealth was the English that settled In Kills County. In 187S an

33 The Nationalist, June 7, 1876.
34 VVeldron. op. cTt . , 51,
35 Cerruth, 0£, clt . , 82.
36 George A. Root, "Ferries In Kansas", Kansas Historical

Collections , 80t260 (Topeka, 1934).
37 Vi, J, Chapman, ""Il-ie lakefleld Colony", Kansas Klstorleal

Collections , 10i491 CJopeka, 1908).
38 Carruth, 0£. clt . , 76.
39 VValdron, op . clt . , 52.
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•n Engllalaiftn, O«org« Grant, acquired 60,000 ©crea of lerT^ In that

county. *° Ha inducad a wealthy class of Engllshptan to aettle thla

land, ha they were not In need, they had fine cattle, homea, wine,

food, end money. The center of the settlement we s Victoria, and

they hullt their homea facing Victoria Creek. The colony reached

Ita peak from 1876 to 1878. Victoria City prospered. An Important

development In the history of the English settlement was th«t In

1876 the German-liuasiena bought land north of Grant's property.

These people were vej?y much in need. Grant watched his colony

as they devoted their time to sporte. He also watched the O^r-

man-Ruaslana as they worked diligently to develop the resources.

It was obvious that the latter would swallow the former. After

Grant's death, April 26, 1878, the colony experienced Increasing

dlfflcnltiea, A gradual exodus from it began and lasted ttiroui^

the 1880 » a and early 1390 »b. The Geman-Russians took over Victoria,

The few remaining English moved to Haya City. Rven thou^ the

colony failed many of the English remained in the state.

An l^glish settlement at Runnymede was, like t e Victoria

settlement, unsuccessful. In the 1880 »8 an Bngliahman and an

Irishman bou^t land around Runnymede alonp: the Ohikeskia River

In the northeastern part of Harper and the southeastern part of

Klngnan counties. They bought land and sold it to EngllsbBien.

It wns known as the hiecca for Engllalmen, the venture failed In

1696, }^owever, many of the men remained In the vicinity. Kven

40 Werjorie G. Ralsh, "Victoria", Port Haya Kansas Ita te College

r^tudles, language and Literature Series No, 5 (Fort Hays J, 11,

41 tMd ., 21.
42 YETcT. , 74.
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Idiough It failed it, like the Viotoria settlement, did contribute

to t^e heritage of the population of Kansa."*

^e lihigliflb also aettled in Barton Covnty in centr&l Kansas*

They located largely in the vicinity of Great Bend, althou^ tiiey

were sotnev^et aoattered*

The groups fraa continental V/estem Europe that eatne to Kan-

sas vrm the Initch, l^ench, and the oviss. the largest influx of

Hollanders came from 1870 to 1880, In 1871 tiie Hollanders settled

46
in the nortiieastom comer of Osborne Covnty, Oak Creek in the

vicinity of tlie junction of Snlth, Jewell, Osborne, and klitohell

counties became a Dutcb stream* Cawker City in the northeastern

47
comer of Mitchell County ettz*aoted them in large numbers*

A Duteli settlement was made in the south central part of the

state in Haven township of Keno County in 1878 at i^ich time

48
about 350 came to settle* Two western counties received the

Hollanders, one of which was Gove Coimty which received forty-four

In 1878* A telegram dated October S, 1678, sent from Ballna read

"Last ni^t there were forty-four Hollanders from Iowa on the train,

bound for Oove County'.'* Tliis colony settled principally southwest

of Orandfield**^ In the northwestern part of the state the Hollan-

ders settled in i'hlilips County* %ey settled in tiie eastern part

of Prairie View with adjacent portions of Lone; Island, Dayton, and

Beaver townships* 50

Ihe French have been present in Kansas since they came as

46 Hoover, o£, clt*, IS*
46 Waldron, op* cit ,, 97*
47 Ibid *. ©8.
48 (i'arruth, op , clt,, 30,
49 Harirington, o£, clt,, n, p,
60 Carruth, o£, cit ,, 83*



r Individual fur traders. For exampla, Alexis Poulet, • leading

Pron<4i merchant, ceme to Iowa Point, Doniphan County, In 1847,

Ihe French eaase as Individuals Into ell parts of Kensas, but par-

ticularly did this apply to northeastern Kansas where Idiey wera

(julte numerous in Doniphan, Leavenworth, and t^e-rshell counties.

Ihe sparseaess of the French In Kansas may be accounted for in

that they left Prance in great numbere after ttie Hapoleonlo Wars.

^t that time most of Kansas was overrun by hostile Indians which

fact waa not too oonduoive to S( ttlement. Ihis would account for

the fact that they settled In eastern Kansas for when they cam*

it was the only part of Kansas which was peacafi;! enour^i for set-

tlement. Some settled In Siawnee and Douglas counties. Ihree

Preneii families arrived st Topeka and settled on homesteads near-

by In 1864 and 1867. Ihey were refugees from the coup d» e(.at of

Rapoleon III. By 1874 Itopeka had about fifty French settlers.**

M. K. V. de Bossier promoted the silk industry in Willlaaia-

burg townahip of Franklin County. The French colony that he lo-

cated was centered at Sllkville and extended over 3,000 acres of

land. Hi* French located in many of taie other counties of

•outheastom Kansas. In Osnge County about two hundred settled

in the central pert of Superior townahip." In November, 1884,

sixteen Prendi settlers arrived in Humboldt, Allen bounty, and

asked to stay. It wua allowed by the Oerman cltlaens. The ooXony

had increased to eig^ity-seven by Dooember 4 of Oiat year,*'' In

I

I
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the 1860»8, 1370'a, and 1880'« they settled elonfr the creeks In

ttie southern part of Lyon County and In the Reading and Hnporla

vicinities. A number of French families came to west rjiaae and

east Marlon counties In the 1860 's and settled on French, Cedar,

Bruno, and Martin Creeks, and In the Cottonwood Hlver Valley east

of Florence.^

By 1892 at least thirty families of French were In each of

60these places! Grant township In Crawford County; In Weir City

and In the mining districts of Cherokee Countyj^^ in Wichita In

6SSedRwick County; In Odoll and Sbohrvllle townships In Harper
CIV

County; about midway In Sherman township of ffashlncton County;®*

and In Logan township of Rooks County.*^

In central and southern Kansas two notable French settlements

were made in Ottawa and Harvey counties. In 1868 M. Boissiere

bought 4,000 acres of land twenty miles southwest of Ottawa. He

prepared the colony for settlement and advertised In France for

settlers. At one time there wei^ forty French there. In 1892

he gave his entire estate to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows

Home and returned to Prance,

The other colony was In Harvey County. A French settlement

was founded on Turkey Creek in Alta township north of Burrton to

which ten families came in 1868. In 1874 ttie Oerman- Russians came I

58 French, op, clt., 188.
69 -

trenon, 0£, clt . , 188.
John Madden, "Ihe French in Chtse Cour-ty", Chase County Histori-
cal Gketches, 1:90 (1940).

60 Carruth, op. clt . , 75.
61 Ibid., 74.
62 T5T5". , 81.
63 TBItT. , 82.
64 TH^. , 80.
65 THcT. , 76.
66 Vialdron, o£. clt . . 74.

iifj
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In and took over, Th« Prmeh nem«« hnv* been eowplet«ly raplneed

by fteman-HusBlan ones In this township,*'' Thar* w«r«» In 1898,

66
Rr«noh In tfae northern part of Etaua township In V.uvyj County,

Iho rSwlsB aefctlmnenti w«r« "-ade In the eaHtern part of Kenaaa,

In 1856 a "SwlaB oama to Venallllon In Marf^iell fTounty, while ot)i«ra

earn* In 1856. In 1868 a few went to Watnrrllle and In 1879 a group

settled In Keryavllle in t'et owmty, "Rie ^wlaa settled most

70
of neuehttel township In Remaha Ooxinty. ther settled on Turkey

Creek In Dickinson Co^mty in 1871 and in the 1880»8, 1870»s,

71
and ISSO's the Swlaa came to Lyon Ootmty, . Putler Oounty re-

eelved ;!wlss aettlers In 1876, at whleh time they settled In Mil-

72
ton township. Twenty families came to Whitewater In that town-

ahlp In 1081 and ten fwnlllos arrlifed from Bern, fiwltierland. In

1888,'''' The settlements of tt»e lamlcranta from Western Burope

ar« loot ted on the map» Plote I* page 11.

67 Hutolilnson Her<ild , Kerch 1, 1953.
68 Carruth, op, «lt7» 77.
60 Fortor, 0^;. clt ., eS4.
70 Carruth, op. oi-t ., 78,
71 I'rench, o£. clt ., 188.
72 J. i'. itrLtfo'rd, mtlar County's I-.if^ty Years . 1866-19SS

(19S4), 40.
73 Viftldron, op . clt ., 116.



CHAPTER IV

XHMiaRANTf} PR(» CBKTR/.L AND BASTBRR HnROPH

n
The foreign lamlgranta Into Kaoaea that eame from Central

and Kaatem Kurope were Oennan, Oennan-RusslanSf Austrian^ Bul-

garians, Htrngarlanat Polea, nohemlana, Yugo-slava, and Italians*

Theae foreign groupa have been sepbrated acoordlng to the teI^•

rltorlal entity froa i^hioh they came. In ttie course of history

several of these territories have been within the bounds of

Oeman control. They could be consldei^ed (lennan on that basis*

In an Identl flection of the cultural heritage of the foreign

bom population of Kansas, It would be pertinent to consider

this Oerman Influence. In this study It has been appropriate

to Identify the foreign Immigrants Into Kansaa on the basis of

their country of origin.

the Oemans settled Kansas in greater numbers than any ottier

foreign group. Two groups of Oemana have been Identified In

thla paper, the Oeman and the Oerman-Ru.nslan. Ihe nerman group

emigrated from Oermany to Amerloii and thence Into Kansas. Kost

of the ancestors of the Oermans in Kansas osne from Hanover.

Very few came direct from Oemany into Kansas. 'Riey came Into

Kansaa from ottier states. Itiey did not come in large colonies,

o
but individually and in small groups.

The OeRnan-ltusslans came fi«m Ctemany to Kansas by way of

Russia. The Qermana apent two or three generations in the United

1 Ruppenthal, op^ olt. , 527*
2 Ibid. , 616. ^



states before coming Into Kanaaa. Likewise, the aerBan-Rusalans "H

pent tvo or three generations In Rusnla before oomlng to Kansas*

In 1762 Catherine of Russia beeane Interested In developing ttie

Lower Volga River Valley, s wild, seml-arld steppe land. She,

therefore. Issued a manifesto In irtilch she invited colonization

and promised exemption from military service. The offer received

a favorable response In Kurope after some enoourc f^ement. Ihou-

sanda rtio were eltiner tired of military service or for religious

reasons wished to avoid It, emigrated to Russia. 'y the middle

of the 19th century a neasure of prosperity was achieved by tdie

Inmlgrants In Russia. In 1874, a little over a hundred years

later, military law^deolered void the promises of the manifesto

of 1762 and all were subjected to military service, the law

further allowed for a ten year exemption period In which subjeeta

had the right to emigrate without forfeiture of property. It waa

during this ten year exemption period that ttie Cleman-Russlans

•Migrated to Kansan.

Ihls study has not Included the religious aspect, bat It

was a factor In the choice of land In Kansas for these people.

Four i^llglous ftltha came to Kansas from Ruanlai Roman Catholic,

Oreek Ortliodox, Lutheran, and Hennonlte, The Kennonlte and the

Roman Oethollc groups wer<^ the largest. %• rallroed companies

In Kansas contested for these two faiths, but ultimately the

Hennonltes bought land from the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Pe

Railroad Company and ttie Rcoan Catholics bou^t from the Onion

Pacific Railroad Company. It was this negregatlon that gave the

Ruaslan aettlementa Identified In tills paper the religious nature

they possessed.

Harvey, Reno, Marlon, and nearby counties for the most partJ
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rccelvad th« Roman Csttiolloa. Ihara was found aome ovarlapplng.

Both faltha were found In areas widely separated from these main

ones.

By 1880 Oenuma were In evrry county of Kansas, One of the

loealltlaa to which Oermana were attrscted wan known as the Lyon

Creek Settlement. Ihe first Oeman party located there at tlie

outb of Lyon Creek where it emptied Into the teoky Hill at Ptort

lUley In Oeary County, me settlement grew until it extended

Oeary County south throu^ Dickinson County Into ttie northeastern

-eomer of ilarlon County. The settlera traveled yla Manhattan,

Ogden, and Port Riley.' By 1877 unclaimed land waa searee In

the Lyon Creek settlement.^

There were Oeman settlements elseirtiere In these three coun-

ties. Junction City was eatebllahed In 18S1 end there were two

Oeman brothers among the flrat settlera. Prom 1858 on there were
ft

a number of Oennana In Junction City. Dleklnaon County had

aeveral localltlea establlahed which were outgrowths of the

Lyon County settlement. Knterprlae previously cited as the sit*

of Swedish settlement In 1868, had Oemana by 1860. Vfoodblne waa

establlahed In 1872. Herrlngton, alao In Mcklnaon Coimty, waa

eatabllstied In 1884.* On 'Rirkey Creek In DloVlnson County ttie

Qermans settled aomstlme after the Swiss settlement of Wei,"^

In the 1870 's they settled Cpland Community In the northeastern

comer of the county. Shortly after the Oemana arrived »ie Swedea

S Clara »8. Shlelda, "The Lyon Settlement", Kanaaa Historical
Oollectlona . 14tl46 (Tbpeka, 1916).

4 Ibid .. 1^;
sas State6 Newspaper clipping, Oeary County Clippings . »jl74 Kan

Historical Library, TCpeka; —

^

6 Silelda, o£, olt, , 167.
7 v.. J. Becker,"Kansas Historical Notes", Kansas Hlstorlral

Oollectlona, 27|821 (Tbpeka, 1941).



8
eame tharo. Marlon County bad a Oeroian settloment other than th«

Lyon Creak Settlement, at Peabody. lliey flrat arrived there on

9
February 22, 1876,

Sevei^al other counties In the southeast contained Oerman

settlements. Tlio Germans eeme to Lyon County In the 1860'a, 'VO's,

and^ '80' 8. They ranked second In ntanber to the Welsh. They set-

tled primarily on the hl(^ prairie land of Oentre and Elmendaro

townships, Anderson County, two counties east of Lyon had Its

Oerman settlement at Westphalia In the west central pert of the

count;'. The county south of Anderson, Allen, attracted Oemans

In great numbers at Humboldt. As early aa 1857 Germans STTlved

there, llils Oeiwan colony wsa organized In Hertford, Connecticut,

1866-57, and within the next two years all of the el^t members

came to Kansas. 'Diey arrived at Iiewrance, March 1857. After

arriving thei?e the Humboldt Town Company was organleed and named

In honor of Baron Von Humboldt. More eeme In May 1857, ^^ Two

years later Eudora In Douglas County was established by a Oeman

Association In Chicago and settled by Oermans. Ihey bou^t BOO

acres of land from the Shawnee Indians and named It after Chief

13
Pascal Fish's daughter.

Several counties In northeastern Kansas have localities dense-

ly populated by Oermans, In 1857-58 the first settlement north

of the Wyandotte-Leavenworth County line was In Weimar, a Gezman

8 Kansas filty Star, Haroh 22, 1908,
9 Marlon Record . October 8, 1933.

10 Franch, op. clt . , 188,
11 Clipping, Anderson County Clippings , 1:95 Kansas State Historical

Library, Topeka.
12 L. A. Duncan end 0, i'. Scott, History of Allen and Woodson

Counties , Kansas (lola, 1901) , 91,
13 (feorge R. Hoot, "Perries In Kansas", Kansas Historica l Collections.

19:276 (Topeka, 1933).



oonomnlty. Iher* were Oermans spread throuf^ Nemaha, Marshall,

15
and Washington oountiea. Oemans settled Marshall County In

early tinea In Herklner and Marysvllls township on S{)rlng, Horse-

shoe, and Vlaslon Creeks, and also on the Blue River between Marl-

16
etta and Walnut Creeks. In Pottawatomie County a group of Oei^

17
ans settled north of Waoiego In the early *60*s. nest of Potta-

watomie Cotinty In Riley County the Oermans first settled In 1857.

Prom 1867 to 1868 they settled on Fancy Creek. In iSST they set-

tled on the Blue Rlverj In 1859 they settled on Swede Cre^k,^^

In central Kansas CFermans were found In Osborne, Ellsworth,

Russell, and Barton counties. Ihe Osborne County Oerman settle-

ments were made in Bloom township. ^^ Oermans ft>om Pennsylvania

settled In Ellsworth Co nty In 1871 and 1878, Two men of Ger-

man aneestory chose land in Oreen Qarden township for a Oerman

Baptist Colony, and Lorraine became the center of It. Ihe origi-

nal land plot was ten sections and was purchased from the 17nloB

Paclflo Railroad Company from 1877 to 1888." Oermans settled

throughout the entire county but were found In greatest nxunbers

north of Ellsworth, the town, In Columbia snd Sherman townships.

The Oermans were stroni-est in the southeastern part of Barton
no

County where Elllnwood was the center. Ihe Oermans looatnd

Sehoenthal (Pleasantdale) In Barton County In 1876.

14 Ibid . , IS.
15 Kansas rlty Tlmoa . August 24, 1946.
16 Forter, o£. clt ., 881.
17 TOpnka .•>Wte~7o'umal . Msrch 17, 1914.
18 Watlonallst . July 7, 1876.
19 Famer . TuTy 22, 1880,
50 Y.'llaon World, Februsiry 6, 1914.
51 Peters, Velma, unpublished KS In possession of R. J. King

(Hanhe ttan , Kansas )

.

es Hoover, 0£. clt ., 6. 1



Many 0«m«na settled In wastem Kansas. In 1876 Oamana froa

Ohio sattled In th« southeastam part of Ellis Rounty on Big Craak.

8S
Other's eama ft'on Kantucky and sattled between Walker en<1 Vletorla.

This county was one of those In which a large Oemian-Russlen settle-

ment was located and they absorbed the Oennan protip. ''Vrenty

families from Pennsylvania settled the Pawnee River Valley In the

84aouthnm part of Vess County, In 1878 a colony arrived from

Brooklyn, New York, to settle In that county at Riverside and by

1884 It was a progresalve colony. llie Oemen settlement In Bd-

wards County was probably promoted by the Oerman Etal^rant Aid 3o-

fifi
elety whleh settled ttie western and southern parts of the connty.

A large number of Oermans located at Natrona In Pratt County} Dodga

City In Ford Oountyj .Htuttgsrd In Phillips Countyi and Atwood In

87
RawUna County. Other Oerman sattlementa In central Kansas

88
were made In Unooln and Sallna counties.

The Identification of the Oaman-Russlan settlements are In-

dicated on the map, Plata I, page 11. Those made In eastern Kan-

aas will be considered flrnt. Oerman- Russians nettled aloni; the

Cottonwood River In Marion County In 1875, and the following

year more settled nearby."^ The Varlon Reeor^l reported on Septem-

ber 4, 1876, "About 300 persons are expected In 'tnadenau thla weak".

88 B. K. Drelllng, The Oolden Jubilee of the Oar^ian-'^isalan Settle,
menta of Kills and Rush Co'^ntlas . Kansas . (Hays, 1086), 5?^

24 L'ocC'J 01 ty Dafly Olobe , January S2, 19SB.
86 Ildd . ."January 28. 1535.
86 77~K* Walker, "Karly History of Edwards Coimty", Kansas HI a tori.

cal Collectlona . 86«261 (Topeka, 1940),
87 Ruppentfaal, op. clt . , 516,
28 Kanaaa City Time a . August C4, 1946.
89 Ruppenthal, op . clt . , 523.
SO Albcita Pantle, "Settlement of the Krlmmer Vennonlte brethren at

(jnadenau, I'arion County", Kanaaa Hiatorlcal Collections .

51»S66 (ropeka, 1945).

d



48

•nd on November S, 1876, "One hundred end fifty or BOO more Oeiv

man-Husai«na fcre expected In Onedenau aoon". This continued until

1880 when Imnlgrutlon declined shtrply. (Tnadeneu, the vlll«p;e,

wsa eventually disbanded, and the people remained to beoome a part

of the settloment of Oorman-nussluna In Liberty township In which

Onadenau was located. '1 Horthwest of Werlon County In Morris County,

a Oeman- Russian colony of fifty famlUen had purchased 81,000

acres of land by 1874.^^ They bought land In Alta township, Harvey

County, in the seme year," Reference was made to this township

previously when it wks stated that the French settled there first

and later relinquished their land to the Oennan- Russians?* Just

east of Hervey County In Sutler County this gro"p settled In Mil-

ton township In 1376.^' A settlement: was made east of Butler

County In Wood son Contity In l^orth township, /i settlement was m

made in northern Kansas a-. Hellevllle In Cloud County prior to

1880.''''

Ihe Oenaan-Russlana settled In greater numbers in ^llls

County In western Kansas than in any other county. ITie first

settlement In tills county was made In 1876 near Hog Back, and

extended to Catherine, on the Smoky Hill Hiver, and to Victoria.

This area appealed to them as It was good land and only $8.00 and j
S8 4

|2,50 an acre. Ihere were sevnral locslltles In Hills that were

noteworthy because of large Qe-'man-Kusslan settlements. Hsys had

been established pluvious to 1876 and received many settlers In

31 Ibid .. 234.
58 illnon County Citizen . July 17, 1874.
S3 rutehinaon Herald , .'arch 1, 1933.
34 ..'.chmldt. oti. clt ., 496,
38 str; tford, oi) . clt.. 40.
36 "Kansan HlsMry In the Press", Kansas nintorlnal Collections ,

26j331 (fopeke, 1940).
37 Gavoge, 0£. clt . , 78.
38 Rrelllng, 0£. clt., 14.



r that ye*r'* • did Munjor, end Catherine. *° Sohoenehen*^ Bnd Pelfer

were located In the following year. 'Wie fJeman- -us si en a settled at

Hereog one-half mile north of the Bngllsh colony at Victoria In

April of 1876, As was previously mentioned the new group absorbed

the old, although the name, Victoria, was kept.*' the settlers never

went to the city of Ellis In greet numbers, and stayed only tempora-

44
rlly while saving money to buy land. The first colony came to

Russell county In 1878 and settled twelve miles south of Hussell,

and the second and third groups came In 1876 and 1878 respective-

ly,** Large groups also ceme In 1879 and much later In 1898.

It was of Interest to note that on Vny 10, 1900, some destitute

Geme.i-Russlans from Kejclco arrived In Russell. An Investigation

of Oerman-RuRRlens In Mexico was conducted and aid given to Im-

47
prove ttielr conditions or bring them to Kansas. Oortiam seven

48
miles east of Victoria also had Oeman- Russian settlers.

Ihere were settlements made In central, southwest, and north-

west Kansas. A group settled In Barton Oounty southwest of cireat

4B
Bond at Dundee, and In 1876 another group lo<*ated west of Hoi-

slngton. Oeman- Bus sian 8 settled on r>ig Timber Creek In Rush

59 Ibid . . 73.
40 TH?.. 15.
41 TH^.. 65.
42 YETI. , 69.
48 TH7. , 47.
44 TH?. , 88.
46 Habel ffanney Wheeler, "The Oermanlc Klement In the Settlement

end ;>evelopiuent of Kansas", i.aster's Ihesls Ks In the Kansas
University Library, (Lawrence, 1920), 60,

46 nllllam Uorgenatem, "Ihe Settlement of Bessarabia, Russia, by
the (}ermans", (translated by J. C. Ruppenthsl) Kansas Hlstorl-
oal Collections. 15j587 (Topelce, 1922).

47 Wssell County Sews . Way 16, 1935.
48 Drolling, o^. olt .. 87.
49 Hoover, op. clt.,9.
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County In 1876 at Llsbanthal. Cordis •stablighad In 1S20 In

Felrvlew townahlp, wea an outgrowth of Llabanthal,^^ Loratto In

IlUnola townahlp was estnbllshad In IBIS to talcs ears of ths ovsx>-

SS
flow from Polfsr,

ths dSBOsndants of ths original settlars In Kills County

dsvelopod a nssd for mora and eVisapsr land, conasqusntly thsy bs-

gan to ssak new locutions. I^any of these 0«rman- Russians who

aou^t ttiis land want to Ness County In 1913 and ssttlod north of

Raaa City. Ihsy aettlsd li% grevt nunbara nort>i of ITaas County

In Trogo County. Oeman'Rass; ana settled In Oot* Oounty In qpln-

ter and Baker townships In 18B6 and Payne and Oarfleld townahlps

In 1900. Ihey went Into Oreham County and founded St. Peter
Kft

In 1394. Oerioan-Ruaalsna and Norwegians, experienced In the

fruit growing buslnsss, organised the Alameda Crape Orowere Aaao-

elstlon and puixhaaed £1,000 aoroa of land In Kearny County north-

weat of Lakln.^'''

Ss'veral other foreign groupa ocme from central and aouth

Gur«pe, one of which waa the Auatrlana. The largest settlement

waa made In the weat part ot Ellis County and the eaatem part
en

of Trego Oounty. Ihe Auatrlana cams before the Cerman-Ruaslans

to Barton County, >>lblo' , Beaver, North Homentead, and In<le-

pend>>nce townahlps were fifty per cent Austrian* Cheyenne and

Bureka townahlpa were more than fifty per cent, and Walnut town*

51 Prelllng, op . clt. , 34.
62 Ibid .. 106.
53 YH?. . 96.
64 ICTd . . 106.
66 Harrln.ston, op . clt., n. p,
55 Drelllng, o£, clt.. 89.
57 Waldron, o£. eTFT. 96,
68 RuppenthaTJ 0£. clt . , 629.



r 60
•hip wea seventy-five per cent Austrian. In Kllsworth County

••at of BertoB County there were Austrlans near the town of Kano«

polls.

One Bulgarian settlement was revealed In thla study. The

Hutchinson Kewa stated "Six famlllea of Bulgarian colonists were

In Hutchinson laat night on their way to aouthwest Kansas where

ttiey win settle. Dils Is believed to be the forerunner of a big

colony In Haakell County. Ihe colony will be near fiublette".

The Hungsrlans settled In largest nunbers in Rawlln* County,

where they located in Ifemdon townahlp on Beaver Creek in 1878,

6fi
and provided a nucleus for the settlement. Kungerlans also

settled in central Kansan in Ellis County at Yoeemento where a

eanent plant was established and the men employed were montly
68

Hungarians. Another settlement was made in southern Kansas in

Harper County In Stohrville township south of Bluff City,**

th* Polish group was found in three counties in Kansas.

Itiey were near Pawnee Rock in Liberty township, Bsrton County)

In Phillips County in Crystal township; and in Republic County

I

in the northeastern part of Preedon township in 1870, whence tiiey

had come froii 3t. Joseph, Viaaourl, and later direct from Poland.*''

Ttoe largest gx«up ft»om eentrsl Europe wan tt»e Bohemian group.

69 Hoover, op . clt, , IS,
*0 Kansa City ''Himes . August 24, 1946.
61 Hui:chlnson News Herald taken tron The Karth , June 1913 (Chicago), 2.
68 Home Ehrly History of the Homan Catholic ".ettleaents and Parishes

of Northwest Kansas . (1913) 3c>;va»lr Hooklet, 11.
68 ?relllng. op.''cITrT 104.
64 Carruth, o^., olt ., 76.
65 Hoover, 0£. clt., 14.
66 Carruth, op.~crt. . 80,
67 anith, o£. olTTT 112.



•Bd they attttled all ov«r th« atste* In 1874 tha first r^hanian

fllad clalH on Kanaas land near Wllaon In SlUgworth County, with

68
tha Intention of stertlng a Bohamlan aattlamant. Ha advartlaad

sucoasafully and tha Bohamlana an -arad tha county, Iha la rgaat

group arrived and settled In all directions from Wllaon town-

ship In 1876, In this year they settled palacky. Noble, and Colum-

bia townahlpa vdileh became ^e leading townahipa for Bohemian

aettlaaient* Thla colony spread Into Russell Ooimty to Dorrsnce

and Into Lincoln County to Sylvan arove and Locaa. Tettlementa

70
were m«de In Ottawa County in Sheridan and Fountain townahlpa*

Bohamlana spread west of Ellsworth County Into northeaiit Barton

71
County where they settled Cleveland township, and to Huah County

72
where they settled In Benner and Oarfleld townahlpa*

Settlementa were made In the southern and eastern par^a of

Fansas In Klngnan, Raiper, and Marlon counties* In 1882 the

first aettlera settled In the Relda Bohemian oomntunlty In the

sout^iem pert of Kln@nan and the northern part of Harper counties*

The first families settled In the Bohmnlan community of Pllsen In

74
liarlon County In 1874 and In the RO'a a group settled near

7S
Florence In t^ila county.

Bohemian Immlgx^nta settled In the northern part of Kansas

In Osborne County, Delhi township, whez»e they had moved from Will-

son township In Ellsworth County* Ihe settlement came to extend

7S

68 Prencls J* Swehla, ''Bohemlana In Central Kanaaa**, Kansas
Historical Collections . 13t474 (Topeke, 1914),

69 Ibid*. 479"*

70 Carruth, o£, clt,, 79*
71 Hoover, 0£* clt * , 14*
78 Carrutti, op * cit*, 81.
*^^ '^Py^ft Capital , September 25, 1938*
74 Ifcrlon !^ecord* .*>eptembor 16, 1937,



«T

northeast from Villson township, Ellsworth County, to the aotitheest-

em comer of Osborne Ccnty, The Bohemians settled Rawlins

County in 1880 end the settlement grew to Include Bamtwood, Bee-

TV
ver. Driftwood, and Celea townships. The Dohemlans arrived In

Decatur County In the spring of 1873 where they pettl€>d In the re-

78
glon of Big Tlnbor Creek, The Bohemian settlement In nepubllc

Co :nty was divided Into two pi-rts. One was made In Felrvlew and

Rose Creek townships with llenden as the center, and tiie other In

Jefferson end Rlehland townships with Cuba as the center The
79

first settlements In both communities were made In 1870, Many

Bohemian settlements wex« made In the northern tier of counties,

80
one of which was In Washington County In Little ni e township.

They, settled Marshall County and like Republic County made two

separate settlements, Ihe one was west of Marysvllle and south

of Bremen In Logan und Walnut townships, and the oti^er was south

of Watervllle and Blue Haplds end aotithwest of Irving chiefly

on Oame Fbrk Creek, ®^

"Die Italians were another gzx^^^p that cane from Southern

!5uropo to Kanaa J, Ihe Frontenac Fi^as on September IP, 1941,

stivtod "The Vlttorie 3ocleta Itallana dl Mutno Sooooreo celo-

brtted tihe 50th anniversary of Its founding at Prontenae, Thla

society began In 1391 «^en a gro^^p of Italian Innigrrnts met In

Prontenae? ®^ Italians also settled in Crant township of Crew-

76 Swehla, 0£, clt • , 497,
77 v<aldron, op, "clt,, 43,
78 Newspaper clipping, April 17, 1873, r>eo: tur County £ll2£lB££»

1|66 Kansas State Historical ftociety tlbrary, Topeka,
79 Smith, o£, clt.. Ill,
30 Carruth, o£. clt,, 82,
81 Porter, o^, cJt ,', 212,
®2 Frontenac Press , ')eptember 19, 1941,



r . 1^^ ford County and scattered throughout the vAole coxinty, Italians ^
settled In Cherokee Co'nty north of Crawford end also, like In Craw-

ford mostly In the mining districts. An Italian center, Chicopee,

was settled in 1885 by Sicilians, ^^ and another center in irtilch

85
they settled was Weir City, Italians were found in other locali-

ties in other counties: Osage County; Kansas City In Wyandotte

County; Viichlte in Sedgwick Co'mty; and Kanopolls in Kllsworth

CoiMty,

The last group to be considered from Central and Bastent Rarope

was the Yugo-slavs. "During the 1870' s and 1880's most of the

Yugo-slavs headed for northern (!ichigan and Minnesota to work...

in dangerous copper end iron mines* In subsequent decades imml-

granta heading for Cleveland or Chicago stopped instead in Pitts-

burg or in the Pennsylvania anthracite region or in the soft coal

towns of West Virginia or southern Ohlo« Or they went into the

coal pita of Illinois and Kansas..." They went to three counties

In Kansas, Wyandotte, Crawfoi<8, and Cherol^ee. The foreign

groups that came to Kansas from Central and Eastern Europe are

located as to place of settlement in the map, Plate I, paf^e 11.

83 Carinith, 0£, cit., 75.
84 Haldron, 0£. cTF. . 99.
85 Carruth, op. cit., 74.
86 Louis Adarnlc, A Nation of Rations (Hew York, 1944), 240.
87 William A. While, "Address of the President", October 18.

1938, Kansea Hi a tori col Collections . 25j78 (Topeka, 1939),



CHAPTER V

COHCLUSIOIf

B»« purpose of thla study h«s b««n to Identify the forelpn

Inmlgpent groups In Kenaaa, for this Is boHeyod to bs assentlsl

In detsxwlng ths cultural heritage of Kansas, "^le findings of

this thesis may provide a basis for further cultural study of

Indlvldlal foreign groups or a thorough study of the cultural

heritage of the entire state*

•nie nature of the Identification has been to locate the

place of foreign origin and the place of Kansas settlement of

foreign groups that have entered Kansas. Very careful attention

was given the place of foreign origin, as It la Impossible to

know tlie elements that a people contribute to a culture unless

it is known whafc foreign elements they possessed. Ihe place of

origin served as an index to the cultural characteristics of the

'flie study Identified twenty-one national Kpoups which became

a pert of the assimilated population of Kansas. Some of the ele-

ments became more dominant beobuse they were present In greater

numbers. Ihe specific Infopmctlon which was jtlven In the paper

end on the map. Hate I, page 11, esUbllshed general creas In

which cerUln foreign groups were found. Tbe foreign population

was most dense In me eastern half of the atato »« is shown in

?lata II, page 13.

^^ ""^^ groups from northern Europe were ttie Swedes, Norwegians,^K and Danes. Oje Swedes, the most numerous group from that part of _UF m
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Europe, settled In the valleys of the Smoky Hill, the Keosho,

the RepubllcBB, end the Blue Ive^s. Ihe outstanding Danish set-'

tlement was found in Lincoln County. The Norveglsns were seattep*

ed throughout the state with small settlements particularly In

Cloud, Clay, Jewell. Brown, and Republic counties.

The Immigrants from We atorn Europe Included English, Welsh,

Scotch, Irish, French, Swiss, and Hollanders. Their loading

settlements were the English In Clay County; the Welsh In Riley

and Lyon counties; the Scotch In i^epubllo and Dloklnson; the

Irish In Dickinson and Anderson counties; the French In Ponlphan,

Leavenworth, and Marshall counties; with the Swiss and Hollanders

scattered throughout the state In small settlements*

Tha Immigrants from Central and Eastern Europe Included Qer-

mans, Oerman-Ruasiens, holes, Hungarians, Austrlens, IHilgnrlana,

Bohemians, Italians, and Yugo-alava. Ihe Oernens nettled In all

oountlAs. Ihe CJerman-Husslans settled primarily In Kills, Trego,

Russell, Marlon, Harvey, and Reno counties, "^le Bohemians were

found particularly In Ellsworth, Marshall, and Republic counties.

The Italians and Yugo-slavs pottled In Cherokee and Crawford coun-

ties. The Austrlans went to Trego and Ellis counties; the Bulga-

rians to Haskell County; and the Poles to Barton, Republic, end

Phillips counties.

Foreign groups have entered Kansas which have not been In-

cluded In ttils study. They were minor groups and smell In num-

ber, but each possensed some element which they contributed to

the total Kansas population. One of such groups were the Syrians.

Biere have been many Syrians settled In mlddlewestem Kansas,

for Instance, Torrance In Cowley County had a Syrian settlement.

The largest settlement was made by Syrians In Wichita In sedgwle"k
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County.^ T*iey, as all Dilnoi* groi:pa« hB-.o contributed some elements

to Kansas culture.

Anotiier purpose of this thesis hns been to ilemonatrete the

oosmopollten character of Kansas. Ibis ntudy has shown that the

population of Kansas has become oosmopollten because of the foi^

elgn Immigrant groups that settled ther*. A cosmopolitan popula-

tion, such as Kansas has aequli^ed, la considered to be beneficial

to Its heritage. In this cosmopolitan population, the cultural

elements of each group have either boon rejected or cdopted by

the oQiers.

In conclusion, then, the main purpose of this thesis has

been to Identify foreign Immigrant groups In Kansas. It is

hoped thut the further and ultimate us* of the study will lead

to an analysis of the cultural heritage of the people of Kansas.

1 Itopeka State Journal , June 2, 190B.
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