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AN INTRODUCTION

Although the Kansa Indians gave thelr name to the state
of Kansas and the Kansas Rlver, most Kansans know little of the
tribe itself. Not until 1971 was a full length study of the
Kansa available, In that year William Unrau, of Wichita State

University, published his book The Kansa Indians: A History of

the Wind People 1673-1873., This book has since become the

standard work on Kansa history. In this study Unrau examines
practically every known aspect of the tribe's history except
one, the reputation of the Kansa Indians,

Before 1825 most whites considered the Kansa Indians a
brave and noble people. The early relations with whites diad
produce occasional uneasy feelings, but on the whole, those
who knew the Kansa recorded favorable opinions of them, By
1860, however, whites and Indians alike characterized the
Kansa as dirty, wretched thieves = the dregs of humanity.

In 1825 the Kansa signed their first major treaty with
the United States and in 1860 the small reservation of the
Kansa was alloted in severalty and the remalnder sold to white
settlers. During this period from 1825 to 1860, the Kansa
faced a number of outside influences which threatened thelr
traditions and forced them to modify their way of life. As
a result of theilr new lifestyle the Kansa became the object
of scorn from nearly all who knew them demonstrating a direct

relationship between the two,



The experiences of the Kansa, in facing changes brought
about by contact with white civillization, exemplify the prob-
lems of many other tribes. Every Indlan tribe that lived in
the path of white civilization suffered major changes in their
lifestyle., Although many tribes reacted differently to the
situation, the experience of the Kansa provides insight into
the decisions faced by all,

'This study is divided into two major chapters. The
first chavter examines the period of Kansa history before
1825 including their origins, thelr relations with whites,
their culture and thelr early reputation. The second concen-
trates on the period from 1825 to 1860 and studies the pres-
sures on the Kansa during this period, thelr reaction to them,

and their resulting reputation.



CHAPTER ONE = HISTORIC BACKGROUND

By 1825 the Kansa Indians already had over 100 years
of dealings with Europeans. An important tribe in the region,
the Kansa played a large role in the development of the fur
trade. During this time some whites grew to hate the Kansa
but those who knew the tribe generally thought hlghly of themn.

Origins
Before the arrival of white men into the North Ameri-

can interior, the Kansa Indians established themselves along
the banks of the Hissourl and Kansas Rivers as a huntinge
farming-village people. This area wasn't their original
hpmeland = the Kansa had migrated to this reglon from the
east. The Kansa, also, weren't always a separate people.
At the time of the migration, the Kansa comprised only one
band in a much larger group, known as the degiha branch of
the Siouan - speaking peoples.l The Kansa together with the
Quapaws, the Omahas, the Poncas and the Osage moved westward
and split up around 1650, each band settling in a different
area,

Many observers later noted the similarity between the
Kansa and the other tribes of the degiha group, particularly
the Osage. One of the first to remark on this was Zebulon
Montgomery Pike. 1In 1808 Pike stated, "The Osage Indians

appear to have emligrated from the north and east, and from



thelr speaking the same language with the Kans [Kansa]....
together with the great similarity of manners, morals, and
customs, there is left no room to doubt, but that they were
originally the same nation."2 A few years later another
traveler, George Catlin, noted the resemblance between the
tribes, "This tribe [the Kansa]" wrote Catlin, "has undoubt=
edly sprung from the Osages, as thelr personal appearance,
languages, and traditions clearly prove.“3 Over a century
later Waldo Wedel remarked, in his 1946 study of the Xansa,
"In what we know of their social and political organization
and thelr relligious practices may be seen a close similarity
to the customs of their semi-sedentary Slouan speaking neigh-
bors, notably the Osage."u
Upon their arrival into the reglon, the Kansa claimed
the area around the mouth of the Kansas River with the Osages
to the south and the Oma2has to the north. In adapting their
woodland culture to the harsher environment of the prairie
the Kansa turned more to hunting, farming became a secondary
subsistance activity, With theilr arrival in this new terri-
tory the Kansa also acquired some new enemles., Most notably,
the Pawnee resented the Kansas! intrusions into their tradi-
tilonal hunting grounds. Competition for hunting grounds also
developed between the Kansa and the members of the former
migratory group, Although never a large tribe, the Kansa

held their own agalnst thelr usually more powerful enemies,



Early History
The first white men in the area merely noted the exis-

tence of the Kansa, but by the early 18th century more and

more whites became lnterested in the Kansa fur trade. Believed
to be a key tribe in the region, French and Spanish traders
courted the friendship of the Kansa who soon learned the ways
of European barter and commercial competition.5 As the compe=-
tition for Kansa trade grew keen the tribe played one trader
against another to achieve good prices for their furs,

With thelr usual success among Indians, the French
traders soon developed a good trading relationship with the
Kansa, The French established Ft. de Cavagnial near the prine
clpal Kansa village, Jjust north of present Ft., Leavenworth,
because "the friendly Kansa were a dependable source of high

grade furs.“6

Relations between the French and Kansa grew so
close that, in the 1750's, the French Commandant lMacarty per-
suaded a "sizable body of Kansa warriors" to travel east to
help in the defense of Ft. Duquesne during the French and
Indian War.7

The conming of European traders proved to be a mizxed
blessing for the Kansa. The acquisltion of the horse around
1724 greatly increased the buffalo hunting abilities of the
tribe. Now trading for guns the Kansa improved their hunting
prowess to the point where they could not only provide for

thelr own needs but produce much larger quantities of furs



for trade. Ranging farther west onto the buffalo hunting
grounds, the Kansa became involved in more battles with the
Pawnee and other Plains tribes. More battles meant more
casualties and a decrease in milltary power.

The spread of disease among the Kansa also acconpanied
European contact. The intermittent outbreaks of disease
served only to reduce thelr numbers further. The increased
warfare and the waves of disease severely limited Kansa popu-
lation growth in thils period of relative economic prosperity.
The French Governor of Louisiana, Louis Billovard de Kerlerec,
wrote in 1758 "They [the Kansa] had been very numerous, but
wars with the Pawnees and smallpox had greatly reduced them."8

In the February 10, 1763 Treaty of Paris, France ceded
to Great Britian all the territory east of the Mississippl
River. As British traders moved westward they tried to draw
some of the Kansa trade away from the French. The rivalry for
Kansa trade developed quickly and grew more intense as the
traders realized the strateglc location of the Kansa, Situated
around the mouth of the Kansas River, the Kansa controlled, to
a certain extent, the trade with the western and northwestern
tribes. These tribes in turn trapped the rich fur areas of
the Rocky Mountains, The Kansa settled intoc a prosperous period
of trade, again playing one trader against the other. The Lt.
Governor of Upper Louisiana Pedro Piernas estlmated the valu=-

able Kansa trade in 1775 at over 7,500 1bs. of furs.9



By the late 1770's, due to the increasing numbers of
traders and thelr desire for expansion, many traders started
bypassing the Kansa to trade directly with the tribes upstream.
The Kansa also fell victim to a number of unscrupulous and une
licensed traders, As a result of this turn in events, the
Kansa grew increasingly hostlile to all but the well established
traders. In 1777, Franclisco Cruzat, Lt. Governor of Louisiana,
commented on the problem, "As a general rule," wrote Cruzat,
"this tribe [the Kansa] is hostile to the tribes of the said
Misury river...For thls reason they generally cause a great
deal of harm to the traders who are sent to these tribes, for
they do not allow those traders to ascend the river in order
that those tribes may be supplled with guns and ammunition."lo

The Kansa quickly realized the futillity of their posi-
tion and concentrated on developing their own trade. They
did occasionally commit depredations upon traders but these
were few and usually prompted by revenge. Although some whites,
(usually the victims of mistreatment), detested the Kansa, the
general opinion of the tribe seems to be summed up in the
comments of French writer Francols Marie Perrin, who in 1802
spent twelve days at the Kansa village. Perrin wrote that
the Kansa "are tall, handsome, vigorous, and brave....actlive
and good hunters, and trade is carried on with them by the
whites without danger."ll

In 1803 the French ceded their territory west of the



Mississippl River to the United States in the famous Louisiana
Purchase and the first effort of the Unlted States to discover
Just what they had bought came with the Lewis and Clark expedi-
tion of 1804-1806, Traveling up the Missouri River, the expedi-
tion would have surely met the Kansa had the tribe not already
moved west up the Kansas River to the Big Blue village, near
present lManhattan, Lewls and Clark, therefore, received their
information concerning the Kansa from some disgruntled traders
who "were much afraid of meeting with the Kanzas.“12 In his
journal Meriwether Lewis noted "at present they [the Kansa]
are a dlssolute, lawless banditti; frequently plunder their
traders and commit depredations on persons ascending and
decending the Missourl river."13 Although the expedition
saw only a deserted Kansa village, Lewls wrote "I am told
they [the Kansa] are a fierce and warlike people.nit

In 1806 another expedition set out to explore the new
western territory. The expedition was under the command of
Captain Zebulon llontgomery Pike, During his Jjourney Pike
arranged a truce between the Kansa and the Osages, who had
long been at odds. While in council at a Pawnee village, Pike
made the Pawnees raise an American flag. "This gave great
satisfaction,” wrote Pike, "to the Osages and Kans, both of
whom decidedly avow themselves to be under American protec-
tlon."15 Pike later commented "The Kans are a small nation,

situated on the river of that name, and are in language,



manners, customs, and agricultural pursuits, precisely simi-
lar to the Osage...But in war, they are yet more brave than
their Osage brethren, being (although not more than one third
their number) their most dreaded enemies, and frequently make
ing the Pawness tremble.“l6

Following Plike's successful meeting with the Kansa the
federal government, in 1808, established Ft. Osage {originally
Ft. Clark) on the Missouri River downstream from the mouth of
the Kansas Rliver. Thils government factory was under the direc-
tion of factor George C. Sibley. Federal Indlan policy deter-
mined that Indlan tribes should trade only with licensed traders
at the government factories. The Kansa, having moved thelr
village west around 1800, were over 100 miles from the trading
vost. Disgruntled at having to make the long Journey, after
years of having the traders come to them, the Kansa "became
insolent and resorted to robbing and abusing the few traders
who dared to enter Indian country in defiance of the govern-
ment embargo. nl?

With their furs piling up the Kansa finally declded to
make the long jourmey to Ft. Osage., Upon thelr arrival at the
fort, the Kansa apologized to Sibley for their past offenses
and said they wanted to trade peacefully. Sibley allowed the
group of over 1,000 Indians to camp near the fort but only

six days later thelr insolent and viclent conduct "caused him

to bar them from the post.“la On December 2, 1808 Superinten=-
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dent of Indian Affairs William Clark reported that Sibley's
pollicy of refusing to trade with the Kansa was having "a very
good effect" and they were "becoming very humble" and had
Hgiven up several horses, to pay for the horses and property
which they have robbed the citizens of this territory of
lately.“19

The establishment of Ft. Osage increased the number of
licensed (and unlicensed) traders in the territory resulting in
more and more goods available for Indian trade. In response
to this the Indian tribes stepped up thelr hunting actlvities
to meet the increased demand for furs., The Kansa, in conten-
tion with the Pawnee for the buffale hunting grounds around
the Republican River, intensified their raiding activities
there. In the summer of 1809 a band of over 100 Kansa warriors
fell upon a Pawnee village on the banks of the Republican
River killing over 50 persons. The Pawnee, forced to tem=
porarily retreat northward, abandoned this prime hunting area.
Reflecting on this event and the situation in general, Dr.
Peyton Thomas wrote, "The Cansas have long been the terror
of the neighboring Indians,..they rob, murder and destroy
when opportunity offers; fortunately for theéir neighbors,
they are few in number, and thelr dally outrages serve to
lessen thelr number still more." Thomas went on to say that
the Kansa were Yhardly less savage" than the animals they
hunt, 20
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In an effort to bring peace to the Kansa and increase
his influence over the tribe, factor Sibley journeyed to the
Kansa village in May of 1811. Upon his arrival, Sibley was
greeted with enthusiasm, a pleasant surprise after his recent
harsh dealings with them, and held a serlies of talks with the
prominent men of the tribe, Impressed with thelr seemingly
peaceful intentions, Sibley reported that the Kansa were
quickly reforming thelr hostile ways, "I assure you," wrote
Sibley to William Clark, "that I have great hopes of the
Kansas beéoming one of the best tribes in your agency."21

During Sibley's stay at the Kansa village he formed a
high opinion of them, Sibley later reported that the Kansa
were & "Y“stout, hardy, handsome people fast reforming fron

their brutal state, 22

Sibtley comnmented on the neatness of
the village and wrote "[they] are by no means insensible to
the virtue and importance of cleanliness."?3 When Sibley
observed the Kansa he stated all was "bustle, busy hum and
merriment" because the tribe was preparing for the summer
buffalo hunt which was "the greatest enjoyment of their 11fe.“2u
In 1819, some members of the Stephen H, Long expedi=-

tion visited the Kansa at their Blg Blue village., The Kansa
receilved the party, led by zoologist Dr. Thomas Say, with "the
utmost cordiality.“25 During his stay at the Kansa wvillage,
Dr. Say made many observations on Kansa culture and life which

he recorded in his diary (some of which will be cited later).
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Later in the same year, Agent Benjamin 0'Fallon sum-
moned the Kansa to a meeting to face charges of mistreating
traders., Agent O'Fallon and the Kansa chiefs had a big talk
and reached a satisfactory agreement. Upon the conclusion
of the meeting Agent O'Fallon wrote, "A proper, and I doubt
not, a lasting understanding was effected - They made the
falrest promises - I believe they are about to change - This
nation is at war with most of their neilghboring Tribes of
Red Skins, which has produced much distress upon them, within

the last two or three years.“26

The relative peace brought

by this counclil was, however, short lived. The federal governe
ment in 1822 abolished the factory system., The Kansa were now
left to fend for themselves amidst the cut-throat competition
of private traders, Removed so far from the nearest Indian
Agent the traders had no fear of trouble from that quarter.

The inevitatble result was increased hostilities on the part

of the Kansa towards traders.

This strain on friendly relations did not, however,
restrict the Kansa from welcoming Prince Paul Wilhelm of
Wuerttemberg to thelr village in 1823, Prince Paul stayed
with the Kansa for a few days in early summer before he con-
tinued on his hunting expedition in the Worth American wild.
Prince Paul was generally impressed with the appearance and

character of the Indlans and recorded his favorable observa-

tlons in his diary.z?
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‘The Unlted States in 1825 was in the process of develop=-
ing an overzall Indian policy. The tribes east of the Misslssippi
River posed a problem and the only answer seemed to be reloca-
tion to a permanent Indlian territory in the west, In order to
make room for the immigrant tribes the government made a serles
of treaties with many of the prairie tribes. The chlefs of the
Kensa nation met in St. Louls with William Clark and agreed to
relinquish title to much of their land, The Kansa retained a
reservation 30 miles wide, extending west from 20 leagues west
of the mouth of the Kansas River to an undetermined western
boundary, This sale of hunting grounds left the Kansa with
only the core of their original lands and a $3,500 annunity
for a perliod of 20 years,

The treaty of 1825 also included provisions to help
the Kansa adopt the ways of white civilization. The govern=-
ment was to provide for the education of Kansa children and
hire a blacksmith and a farmer to help the Kansa ralse crops.
The government also promised to supply farming tools, 300
cattle, 500 chickens, and 300 hogs to help the tribe get
started.28

Kansa Cul ture
For the Kansa the treaty of 1825 signalled the beglnning
of the end for their way of life., 1In 1825, though, Kansa cul=

ture was still funectional, vigorous, and very much alive. The

observations of several travelers of that time provide a some-
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what detalled plcture.of Kansa life.

The culture of any people 1s largely based on the nature
of thelr subsistance activities. Since the Kansa migrated from
the east their reliance on the buffalo and other game developed
to such a degree that farming became only a secondary subsise
tance activity. The buffalo hunts, in turn, became a paramount
feature of Kansa soclety. Many rituals and ceremonies grew
around the hunt and rellance on buffalo meat and by=products
developed to the point where successful hunts and the survival
of the tribe became one.

The hunt, however, was far from a grim task of survival.
On the contrary, it was a time of galety and reaffirmation of
Kansa culture, "All things considered," writes Unrau, "the
hunt was a happy and meaningful experlience for all concerned.
The excltement of the chase, the realization that a bountiful
nature had assured a measure of economic security for the
months ahead, and the satisfying character of these expedl-
t10ns"29 formed an intricate part of Kansa soclety and the
mainstay of thelr way of 1life.

The adoption of the horse increased the Kansa capacity
to hunt and the acquisition of guns 1increased it further. The
problem was that the Kansas'! enemles also had horses and guns.
The Kansa, widening their range onto the western hunting grounds,
became involved in an inereasing number of confrontations with

their enemies, The key to holding thelr hunting grounds rested
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upon the abllity of the Kansa warriors in battle. Developing
along the general lines of Plains culture, warfare was an
important institution among the Kansa. Since the survival

of thelr people depended upon the success of thelr flghting
men, the warriors were held in high esteem, and success in
warfare became a prerequisite for manhood.

Not limited to oven battle, ralding and horse stealing
were also the feats of an accomplished warrior. Young nmen
grew eager to participate in these activities. "Ralds to
selze captlives and horses were common," writes Unrau, "in
some cases necessary to prove male maturity and achleve econo-
mic status in the Kansa social order. n30

As mentioned before one of the old enemies of the
Kansa were the Pawnee. With the increased competitlon for
iurs, hostilities between these two trlibes became a tradition

the first order. "One of the old traditional questions
#:nded down in the Kansa nation to modern times," wrote George
Morehouse, "and a question that was first asked of a returning
war party was Pah-ne-lits-es=-skah?" or "Did you kill a Pawnee?"31

Traditionally the Kansa resided in one main village,
There was one main chlef who with a council of the important
men, constituted the volitical structure of the tribe. Usually,
the power of the chlief was limited to the role of a counselor.
The position of chief was hereditary but as to hls powers Dr.

Say observed "he possesses nothing like monarchical authorlty,
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maintaining his dlstinction only by his bravery and good
conduct."32

The conduct of individuals and groups was determined
by public opinion and pressure which relied, to & large ex-
tent, on tradition, Among his observations of the Kansa Pike
commented "although there is no regular code of laws yet
there is a tacit acknowledgement of the rlght.“33 The insti-
tution of the kindred was a strong element in Kansa soclety
and nearly all disputes were channelled through the families.,
Dr, Say observed that "controversles are declded amongst
themselves; they do not appeal to thelr chief, excepting for
council."34 Discussing thlis aspect of Kansa soclety Unrau
writes ",,.a powerful sense of family identity -« which one
observer described as stronger than that of contemporary white
soclety = regulated the matter to such a firm degree that out-
side authority was not generally required."35

The Kansa adhered to a strict system of ethies and
morals. Relationships such as marriages were important insti-

tutlons.36

Incest taboos restricted the marriage between kin-
dred members37 and the families carried out marriage negotia-
tions and ceremonies in the formal manner dictated by tradition.
Children in Kansa society also adhered to strict cul- |
tural norms. Dorsey wrote "The girl was kept in a state of
subjection to her mother, whom she was obliged to help when

the latter was at work." If the glrl became disobedient she
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"recelved a blow on the head or back from the hand of her
mother."38 Until married, the daughter was kept under the
strict eye of her mother. "The chastlty of the young females,"
wrote Dr. Say, "is guarded by the mother with the most scrupu-
lous watchfulness, and a violation of it 1s a rare occurrence,
as 1t renders the individual unfit for the wife of a chiéf. a
brave warrior, or good hunter."39 "Fornication," noted Dorsey,
"is not p:ract'.lced."LFO
The treatment of boys in Kansa soclety was a different
matter, Dr. Say observed that "“"the males are very disobedient,
and the more obstinate they are, and the less readily they
conply with the comands of thelr parents, the more the latter
geem to be pleased, saying, 'He will be a brave man, a great
warrior, he will not be controlled.'"ul
The Kansa placed a high value on individual integrity.
Fach individual had his place in the soclety and was expected
to do his part. Everyone worked together in time of need.
The Kansa, like other tribes in North America, maintained the
delicate balance between collective responsibility and individu-
ality.
Individual conduct and appearance among the Kansa was
a point of great concern. The 1deal individual controlled
his emotions and channelled them into socially approved avenues

of release, such as warfare, When among their own they main-

tained a collected and reserved attitude. "They bear sickness
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end pain with great fortitude," wrote Dr. Say, '"seldom utter-
ing a complaint; bystanders sympathize with them, and try

b2 Many observers commented

every means to relieve them,"
upon the attention the Kansa applied to thelr appearance and
dress, Factor Sibley, Dr. Say, Prince Paul and George Catlin
(in 1832) all ccmmented upon their concern for the prover
appearance. Personal cleanliness was also important as wit-
nessed by the fact that the Kansa took baths daily.43

Among the Kansa, sharing and generosity was an important
guage to an individuals integrity as demonstrated through
feasts and gift giving. Dr. Say observed that "ecivil as well
as military distinctioh arises fromn bravery or generoslty.“44
Impressed wlith Kansa generosity, Dr. Say commented "During our
stay with these Indians they ate four or five times each day,
invariably supplying us with the best pleces, or cholce parts
before they attempted to taste the food i:lfxemselves."L"5 Shar-
ing food or other goods was only natural in Kansa soclety. No
ocne went hungry as long as there was food in the camp, Older
persons who could not work were cared for as were the disabled.
Ir. Say noted, "The blind are taken care of by thelr friends
and the nation generally, and are well dressed and \.“ed.“u6

One of the most distingulshing asvects of Kansa culture
was thelr reluctance to drink liquor. "Drunkenness," wrote
Dr., Say, "is rare and is much ridiculed; a drunken man 1is

said to be bereft of his reason, and is avolded."47 Prince
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Paul, during his visit with the Kansa, was surorised when a

Kansa chief politely refused his offer of a sip of brandy. He

later wrote, "I must say in honor of the Indlans [the Kansa]

that I did not see one of them drunk, although the opportunity

was not lacking...."u8 George Catlin also observed this fea-

ture of Kansa culture and commented that the use of whiskey

among the Kansa was "almost uniformly rejected."u9
For the Kansa, religion was a strong social bond. Little

is actually known about thelr beliefs because they usually would

not talk about 1t to strangers but there are many testaments

to their deep-set faith. 4As late as 1868, when the Cheyenne

and the Kansa warriors were fighting near the Kansa village,

Rev. Joab Spencer observed a dance by the women and wrcte

"such an expression of earnestness, reverence, and solicitude

I think I have never witnessed in anyone." The women were

vraying for the success of thelr warriors. The group was led

by an old woman about whom Spencer commented, "I have never

felt more respect for the religious devotions of anyone than

I did for that old heathen woman and her company of devotees."50
The observations of varlous visltors to the Kansa and

recent scholars demonstrate that as late as 1825 Kansa cul ture

was alive and vital, Thelr way of 1life gave them great satis=-

faction and fulfillment. Some of this enthusalsm was passed

on to the observers, such as Dr. Say, who formed high opinions

of the Kansa, By 1825, however, some whites considered the
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Kansa to be an insolent and lawless band of Indlans., These
observers were usually the ones mistreated by the Xansa (usually
for revenge) or they obtained their information from those who
had been., Ilany whites hated the Kansa simply because they were
Indians,

The general reputatlion of the Kansa in the mind of most
whites by 1825 rested somewhere between the two. It is intere
esting, though, that those whites who best knew the Kansa coh-
sidered them to be a noble people while those who had little

or no first hand experience with the tribe, did not.
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CHAPTER TWO = TRANSITION AND CHANGE

After the treaty of 1825, in which they signed away a
large portion of thelr land, the Kansa came under lncreasing
pressures to abandon thelr traditional lifestyle. During the
period of 1825-1860, the tribe met these challenges the best
way they could, always keeping to the old ways as much as pos=
sible. One of the most powerful attacks on the Kansa way of

iife were the recuring waves of disease,

Disease and Population Loss

The Kansa had been the victims of disease long before
1825, but only after that time did disease have a serious
effect on their lifestyle. As noted earlier, in the late 18th
century the spread of disease and warfare served to limlt
Kansa population growth. As they entered into the 19th cen-
tury the observations of Plke, Sibley and Say place the total
Kansa population between 1, 300-1,600.

In 1827 the outbreaks of disease began their continual
battle with the Kansa. In that year, Agent John Dougherty
reported that while at the agency the greater part of the
Kansa tribe fell 111 and at least 70 persons died.51 Super-
intendent Willlam Clark also commented on the epidemic and
stated that two thirds of the tribe was sick and many had
died. This outbreak continued through 1828 when Father Joseph
Anthony Lutz wrote that over 180 Kansa dled by the fall of
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that year.?2 Smallpox and cholera hit again in 1831 and rag-
ing until 1833 took over 300 victims.53 This epidemic from
1831-33 was widespread among the surrounding tribes, especlally
the Pawnee.

Slowly, and not always surely, the federal government came
to the aid of the Indians. In 1832, Congress provided for

the vaccination of Indians against smallpox.ow

Although this
move proved to be a great help to some tribes, the Kansa bene-
fited from it little. Not until the spring of 1838 did most
the Kansa receive thelr vaccinations, The government officlals
were plagued with contaminated vaccine and inefficlilency in
getting to the people who needed it most.55

As 1f in deflance of the governments vaccination move,
the smallpox again struck the Kansa in 1839, This time, the
Kansa would not trust the agents and their vaccine., Most of
the tribe fled to the Plains to find fresh air, fresh meat
and an escape from the dreaded (use:ase.s6 Agent Richard
Cummins reported in 1839 that "This tribe has been exceedingly
sickly this season; many of them died..."57 Later that year
Rev. Thomas Johnson observed the Kansa and wrote in early 1840
that the Kansa "suffered dreadfully with sickness" and over
100 died.58 The epldemic continued through 1840 when missionary
William Johnson stated, "While we were sick at the mission,

the Indians were suffering equally as much, In some families

as many as five died, But few families escaped disease; and
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the number of deaths was great in proportion to the number
sileck,.. The last two summers have been sickly here though
we have always considered the country very healthy."59

After 1840 the disease seemed to subside only to strike
again in 1845, 1In that year Agent Cummins reported over 200

60 A few years later in 1849 cholera

Kansa dead from disease,
' 61

swept through the Kansa ranks claiming over 100 victims,

This outbreak continued through the summer of 1851.62
After the recent epidemic Agent John Whitfield in

1854 reported the Kansa povulation at 1,375.°3 The following

year, however, the double punch of smallpox and cholera hit

the Kansa with devastating force, killing over 400 in the

64 The dlsease continued to ravage the Kansa

summer of 1855.
until 1860 when Agent Dickey reported, in a careful count,
803 Kensa still alive.®3

Between the years 1825-1860 the Kansa lost half their
population to disease, the 1855 epidemic taking about 1/3
their original number., Up to the 1855 epidemic the Kansa
maintained their numbers with remarkable resiliency but 1855
proved too much for them, Finally believing that they were
In disfavor with their gods the Kansa became demoralized and

lost faith in themselves.66

By 1860 most of the surviving
Kansa turned their back on their traditional way of life and

prepared to walk the white mans road.
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Traditional Authority

Despite the great population losses due to disease the
Kansa retained their hereditary lines of chlefs. The chlefs
who retained power from 1825 to 1860 drew their authority from
thelr fathers and thelr grandfathers. The most important
families cf chiefs were those of White Plume and Fool Chief.
White Plume and his son ruled as head chlefs of the Kansa
from the early 1820's to 1838, The Fool Chief then became
head chilef and transfered his position to his son Fool Chief II
in 1845, Fool Chief II retained power until after the Kansa
removal toe Oklahoma in 1873. Other prominent lines of chiefs
were those of American Chief and Hard Chlef who held power
during the whole period of 1825-1860.

Although the Kansa did not experience a large turnover
in principal chiefs there was a decline in respect toward the
hereditary chiefs, The fur trade had long before cracked the
traditional chain of command as traders bypassed the head
chief to do business with anyone in the tribe, This caused
the rise of different factions within the tribe,

The problem grew to a head when in 1830 the Kansa aban-
doned the Big Blue village and moved east to form three vil=-
lages where before there had been only one.67 Although all
three villages acknowledged the same head chlef, his tradi-
tional power was severely undermined. Another sign of the

slow degeneration of traditional Kansa authority were the
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chiefs, who had already established thelr status, tried to
keep their young men in check, the not-yet-warriors were
anxious to prove themselves and could not be stopped from

raiding and stealing horses.

Warfare
As illustrated before, the Kansa were a fighting people.
Their way of 1life demanded that they fight for survival. As
Joshla Gregg commented "War seems to be the element of the

68 Between 1825-1860, however, conditions

pralrie Indians,"

slowly forced the Kansa to abandon thelr fighting way of life.
The Kansa, in the 1830's maintained their fighting

tradition with little apparent change. In March of 1831, 50

young Kansa warriors railded a Pawnee village and returned

with the scalps.®? Again in the summer of 1838 about 80 Kansa

and Osage warriors attacked a party of Pawnees near the Arkansas

70 Agent Cumnmins

river killing and scalping many enemies.
commented in his annual report for 1839 that "The Kanzas when
in the prairie or buffaelo ground consider themselves at war
with all the prairlie of wild Indians that they feel able to
manage.“71

Later in 1839 the head Kansa chief White Plume and four
warriors died from fever on the fall hunt, Missionary William

Johnson commented on the situation after the returmn of the

tribe to their villages. "During the fall hunt" wrote Johnson
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in a letter of February 2, 1839, “the first chief of the
nation and four braves dled...such is thelr savage senti-
ments, that they must shed blood or commit depredatlions upon
some other tribe, as a satisfaction for the loss which the
Great Spirit has caused them to sustain., To gratify this
savage spirit nearly all the males in the nation, who can
bear arms; will march in a few days against the Pawnees."
Johnson continued "they carry on a perpetual war with the
Pawnees, their next neighbors to the west; and hence, dex-
terity in war is the only certain road to honor according
to the teachlings of the wise men of the natlon."72

Although Johnson distastefully exvounded upon the
intentlons of the Indians he touched upon a couple of very
important points, First the planned raid upon the Pawnee
would be more than just a raid, 1t would reinstate the Kansa
as a people iIn the eyes of thelr gods and themselves, For a
fighting people to take the loss of thelr chief lying down
would be an afront to their way of life. For the Kansa to
retain thelir self-respect as a people the insult must be
revenged. Secondly, war being an important road to manhood
the impending raid would provide a good opportunity for some
of the restless young men to prove themselves as the defenders
of their people, All in all the raid on the Pawnees was to be
anticipated as an important function of Kansa society.

Despite the remonstrance of Missionary Johnson the raid
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went on, The Kansa, en masse, attacked a village of Pawnee
and killed over 60 people., They took 11 prisoners and all
the horses they could find.73 Upon the return to their vil-
lages the Kansa spent several days celebrating thils victory
which meant so much to them and their way of life.

The Pawnee rald of 1840 proved to be about the last
major military victory for the Kansa, The Kansa and Pawnee

raided back and forth for many more years?u

but victory
proved to be fleeting for the Kansa. The reason was that
the military strength of the Kansa began to falter.

By the 1840's the constant loss of werriors to disease
and warfare started to take its toll on Kansa military strength.
Even though the Kansa population seemed relatlively stable
through the late 1840's the actual make up of the population
produced serious consequences for the Kansa military. As an
increasing number of warriors dled the percentage of women
and children rose. Established warriors left younger boys
to take their place. This placed the Kansa at an increasing
disadvantage with thelr larger enemies who could absorb theilr
losses with ease, Faced with more powerful enemles, the Kansa
lost more and more battles which, in turn, weakened them
further. Even when the Kansa won a battle, the loss of a
few warrlors meant even more of a dlsadvantage the next time.

The decline in Kansa military strength did not hamper
the small raliding and horse stealing expeditions of the warriors.
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It did, however, put a serlous strain on their abllity to

defend themselves when on their annual buffalo hunts,

The Hunt

As noted in an earlier section, Kansa food income was
largely based on their annual buffalo hunts. These hunts
provided nct only meat and domestic products but valuable
trade items. Next to a brave warrlor the highest status in
Kansa soclilety went to the accomplished hunter who provided
food for the tribe. "Besldes war," wrote Gregg, "hunting
seems the only creditable employment in which a warrior can
engage. w75 |

Befo;e 1825 the Kansa held their own on the buffalo
grounds but after the treaty of that year, events started
to close in on the tribe. By 1830 the trlibe abandoned the
Blg Blue village and moved tc a new area near present Topeka,
The reasons for this move were twofeld. First, they needed to
be closer to the government agency to collect their annuities
and keep the trading lines open. Second, they came under in-
ecreasing pressure from hostlle Plains tribes, such as the
Pawvmee and the powerful Cheyenne, Although the new location
was somewhat safer the Kansa now found themselves twlice as far
away from the buffalo. The increased Journey to the hunting
grounds made the Kansa more vulnerable to enemy attack.

Added to the increased distance and danger was the

fact that the buffalo supply had begun to wane., The Indians
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and the whites slowly drove the buffalo westward as they step=-
ped up thelr hunting activities. This resulted in significantly
less buffalo to go around and competition for the buffale grew
keen, Josiah Gregg commented on the buffalo situation in the
1830's, “"Were they [Buffalo] only killed for their food, how-
ever, their natural increase would perhaps replenish the loss:
yet the continual and wenton slaughter of them by travelers
and hunters, and the still greater havoc made among them by
the Indians, not only for their meat, but often for the skins
and tongues alone (for which they find a ready market anmong
their traders) are fast reducing thelr numbers and must ulti-
mtely effect their total annihilation from the continent."’®

The decline of the buffale herds had serious consequences
for the Kansa as well as many other tribes, As early as 18730
the effects were evident., Agent John Dougherty reported on
January 30, 1830, "[as to] the condition of the Indians in
Missourl [Agency] generally, I can only say, that the Kanzas,
Iowas, Omahas, Ottoes, and the Yankton band of Sioux, from
the diminution and scarcity of game in this country, starve
at least half the year, and are very badly clad.“??

With the longer Jjourney to the hunting grounds, the
Kansa found it increasingly difficult to prepare for the
trip. Disease prevented many good warriors and hunters from
leaving for the hunt. Ocecasional enemy horse raids decreased

the Kansa supply of good horses and reduced thelr mobility.
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Agent Marston G. Clark noted in 1831 that "the severity of
the winter prevented them [the Kansa] from hunting and de-
stroyed nearly all their horses, which rendered them incap-
able to resume thelr hunting,..n’o

As the competition for the buffalc grew more fierce,
fighting on the hunting grounds became more important. 1In
a letter of June 16, 1835, Rev. Thomas Johnson wrote of the
plight of the Kansa, "“"Thelr only dependence for meat 1s on
the chase," commented Johnscon "and the deer have extremely
disappeared from the prairies. They have to go 250 mlles,
or farther, to find the buffalo and then are frequently
driven back by thelr stronger enemles; and should they suce-
ceed in finding the buffalo, if they bring any of the meat
home, it has to be packed by their owmen, for many of them
have no horses to ride; and their means of support are be-
coming more difficult every year, for the buffalo, are fast
retiring."?9 As a result of the increasing difficulty of
hunting the Kansa could, by the late 1830's only manage one
hunt per year and that was not always successful.ao

Despite the difficulties afforded them by their con-
tinued reliance on the buffalo hunts as their main source
of food income, the Kansa clung to thelr traditional way of
life with a passion., The way of thelr fathers was not to be

foergotten because of lean tlmes, After years of poor hunts

the Kansa still relied on the buffalo as noted by Agent Cummins
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in his 1845 annual report. "As usual they follow the chése."
wrote Cummins, ",..They have nelther hogs nor cattle, and are
compelled to go to the buffalo grounds for meat; this they
have been in the habit of doing ever since they have known

81

themselves, " The Kansa continued to hunt the buffalec until

their last hunt in 1873 although it had long ceased to be an
important part of theilr economic 11ves.82
When the buffalo hunts started to fail in the 1830t's
the Kansa food income dropped significantly. Many whites
thought this turn of events would force the Indlans to accept

the white man's way of farming and way of life. This, however,

éid not prove to be the case,

Farming
Traditionally farming was a woman's activity and pro-

vided only a supplement to the usual diet of buffalc nmeat.
Far above farming the Kansa warriors considered it degrading
fo do woman's work, Even when the hunt could not provide
enough food the Kansa refused to farm, Agent Richard Cummins
reported starvation conditions among the Kansa in 1835 and
observed that there were less than 20 bushels of corn left
for the whole tribe,83

By the late 1830's, faced with pcocor hunts and no meat,
the Kansa warriors had to choose between tradition and starva-
tion, Distastefully, some Kansas warriors tried thier hand

at farming with the women. Rev. Henry Gregory cheerfully
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reported that in 1839 %,,.nearly every head of a family is
beginning to engcage in agriculture... They are abandoning
thelr filthy wigwams of earth and beginning to erect dwell-
ings of logs. Several of them have recently fenced and cule

tivated 1ittle flelds of their own."aj+

Later that year Agent
Cummins commented that "This tribe [Kansa] have raised more
corn than is usual for them, I suppose they have raised a
plenty to do them until the new crop comes in, if taken care
of."85

This sudden agricultural prosperity was, however, short
lived. Being farmers did not sult the majority of Kansa men.
Ralsed as hunters and warriors they saw no honor in farming,

It was with enthusiasm, then, that most of the men decided to
g0 on the Pawnee raid of 1840,

The rald itself, as mentioned earlier turned out a come
plete success and gave & much needed boost to the morale and
enthusiasm of those who wanted to follow the old ways, Mis=-
sionary William Johnson, who tried in vain to abort the rald,
observed the scene upon the return of the railding party. "Since
the Indians came in," reported Johnson, "the war song and scalp
dance constitute their dally employment. All other matters ...
are lald aslide. The effect of this massacre upon all our opera=-
tlons, is now felt to an alarming extent. There are but few

men,..of the Kanzas now disposed to think of anything but

defense agalinst the attacks of the Pawnees." Johnson went on
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to write "The upper village of Kanzas have fled from their
town, and expect to wonder to and fro for the balance of the
year. They talk of planting a little corn, but even that is
uncertain, The village near the mission are so elated with
thelr past act of bravery, that they have done little else
than dance since they came in. The few families who were
building houses near the mission are now the subjects of '
laughter and sport by the new made braves."86

The raid of 1840 had far reaching effects upon the
Kansa and thelr acceptance of farming., Many Kansa advocated
the abandonment of farming and & return to the ways of their
fathers, They argued that there was no honor in farming and
hence no fit occupation for a man, Most Kansa were simply
afrald to farm because it left them vulnerable to attack.
It was much safer in the village or on the hunt with others
than out working in a field by ones self. In 1842 Agent
Cummins wrote "The Kanzas render many excuses for not turning
thelr attention to agricultural pursults the present year;
the principal one is they say they are afraid to work for
fear the Pawnees would come on them and kill them all off."87

By 1843 a succession of poor buffalo hunts placed the
Kansa in a state of starvation. Their total food income was
simply not enough to feed thelr people. Faced with the grim
reallity of starvation again the Kansa went to Agent Cummins

and presented him with a “pressing request" for help. Cummins
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observed that the Kansa had been "almost in a state of starva=-
tion" and had "subsisted a part of the year on roots." Cummins
delivered to them 8 oxen and 30 bushels of each potatoes and
corn, The agent also hired 18 hands to cultivate corn and
potatoes for the Kansa after they promlsed to plant and tend
as much corn as they could, Later that year Cummins noted
that "they themselves raised more than they have done for
many years."88

Now that the Kansa, out of necessity, declded to give
farming another chance they were beset by bad luck and bad
advice., In the spring of 1844 the Kansas River valley flooded.
The land selected by the government farmers for the Kansa filelds
was the filrst to be flooded and the flood swept away all thelr
fences and houses, Later in the year hoards of army worms
and other insects invaded the Kansa crops.89 With thelr crops
virtually destroyed the Kansa had to turn to the hunt, In his
annual report for 1844 Agent Cummins noted "I asked them how
they were going to llve this year. They replied that they
could not tell; that their only dependence was on the buffalo

n90

and other game, In September of that year trader David

Adams and a small party observed some Kansa returning from
an unsuccessful hunt and fight wlth the Pawnees.91

Conditions did not improve for the Kansa over the next
few years, Crop fallures and poor hunts continued to im-

poverish them. Finally in 1846 the federal government nego-
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tiated a treaty with the Kansa to sell the remainder of their
land along the Kansas River. In 1847, Agent Cummins selected
an area on the Upper Neosho River as the new reservation for
the Kansa, Coming into the Ft. Leavenworth Agency prior to
their move to the new reservation in 1847 the Kansa were in

a miserable state. Agent Cummins reported "On arriving here,
they [the Kansa] had nothing to eat and were the most greedy
people for provisions I ever saw."92

Upon their arrival at the new reservation in 1847 the
Kansa requested thelr new Agent, James Rains, to provide them
a farmer to help them ralse crops. Agent Rains complied and
reported "They say they are zoing to work like thelr neigh-
bors,.. These people appear to be well aware of how far they
are behind the other tribes in points of clvilization."93

Many of the Kansa agaln took up farming, although they
despised it. The pocor educational efforts of the government
farmers and the lack of proper implements, however, did not
impress the Xansa with the white mant's way of farming., As a
result, what crops the Kansa ralsed, they tended in the old
way with the traditional prayers and ceremonies to help the
Crops grow,

Between the continual crop fallures the Kansa occasionally
raised enough to feed themselves. In extra good years they
even had a small surplus to sell. In 1852 Agent Francis Lea
reported that the Kansa had enough corn for themselves and a

oL

little to sell to traders, Traveler William Carr Lane noted
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in his diary that in 1853 his stage driver bought some corn
from the Kansa, "Thelr numbers," wrote Lane, "are sald to
be on the increase and thelr condition 1mprov1ng."95

The semi-prosperous period enjoyed by the Kansa cane
to an abrupt stop with the epidemic of 1855. With over 400
dead or dying, few Kansa could work the fields and even fewer
had any desire to do so. The morale of the Kansa hit an all
time low. Superintendent of Indian Affalirs in St. Louls
cummins wrote in 1856 that the Kansa "are now, by force of

196 Grad=-

clrcumstances, reduced to a state of vagabondage.!
ually drifting back to their fields the Kansa again took up
the task of farming. Now demoralized and subdued the Kansa
quletly worked thelr fields., By 1858 Agent John Montgomery
reported that due to good crops and a moderately successful
hunt "they wlll be enabled to pass the coming winter in con-
fort, peace, and plenty."”’

With the loss of so many to disease it was hard for
the survivors to remember the old days of glory. "An opti=-
mistic outleook toward 1life, based on the traditions of the
past and the promises of the future," writes Unrau, "became
all but impossible."98 The Kansa finally resligned themselves
to growing crops in the white man's way.

In 1859 the Kansa raised just enough foocd for then-

selves and due to severe drougth in 1860 their crops again

falled. When their Agent, M. C. Dickey, filed his annual
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report in the fall of 1860 the Kansa were out hunting, facing

the prospect of another hungry winter.99

Begeging and Stealing

With the destruction of thelr main source of food in-
come, the hunt, and the difficulty involved in raising crops,
the Kansa often went hungry. The feeble attempt of the govern-
ment agents often did little to relieve the situation and the
Kansa had to find other means of survival. Many Kansa turned
to begging and stealing. Unrau writes that after 1829 it be=-
came "ever more difficult for the Kansa to maintalin their
traditional level of economic abundance., Clrcumstances largely
beyond their control dictated that begging and a degrading
reliance on the ilnadequate assistance provided by the federal

100 characterized their economy,

government"

Stealing and begging was certainly nothing new to Kansa
soclety nor was it dishonorable. Stealing had long been an
important key to survival upon the prailrie. Horse ralds were
common and great heonor went to the accomplished thief, Steal=-
ing from an enemy was an honorable occupation and since all
those not specifically friends of the Kansa were technically
thelr enemies, including most whites and immigrant tribes,
stealing from them was an accepted practice. Horse stealing
not only served to bring honor and economic status to the

thief but increased the tribet!s horse herd and hence their
ability to go on the annual hunts,
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Begging was also a long accepted practice among the
Kansa and prairie tribes in general. The concept of sharing
stretched far back into Kansa culture and remained a tradi-
tion for many years. In order to maintain thelr traditions
the Kansa shared whatever they had with virtuously any friendly

101 In 1839 after producing a sizable cormn

tribe or traveler,
crop, Agent Cummins reported that "they [the Kansa]. however,
are very generous in dlviding with the Indians of other tribes
that visit them for the purpcse of begging; they will give
anything to eat as long as they have, and think it very strange
that provisions are ever sold, but they never refuse to give."lo2
Agent Cummins commented on this trait again in 1845, "I con=-
slder them the most hospitable Indians that I have any know=-
ledge of. They will sometimes ask a white that they have
respect for, to eat almost every hour in the day. They never
turn off hungry white or red, if they have anything to give
them; and they will continue to give as long as they have
anything to glve."lo3

The tradition of sharing among the Kansa remained strong
even through their years of hard times, In 1872 the Kansa
vested their genereoslty on a visiting group of Pawnees (now
at peace) as witnessed by the Rev. Joab Spencer. "When ready
to leave for thier own reservation" observed Spencer "many

presents of ponles, guns, and other valuables were made by

the Kans to thelr wvislitors, It was sald the demand on Kaw
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liberality was so great on this occasion that when their
visitors had departed the Kaws were almost bankrupt.“lou

This was the way of the Kansa, When others needed or simply
asked for help the Xansa shared whatever they had. They felt
it only natural to share and expected help in return when
they needed 1it.

Whites and immigrant tribes in the area did not feel
the same way as the Kansa, In 1830 the leaders of the small
bands of Piankeshaw, Wea, and Peoria Indians, recent immi-
grants to the area, wrote to Superintendent of Indian Affairs
William Clark of the bothersome Kansas, "Our nelghbors, the
Kensas]' they complained "infest us constantly; they beg every-
thing from us, and what we do not glve them they steal from
us, they are now commencing on our corn flelds; we cannot lay
a hoe or an axe down, but what they steal 1t, and strip our
horses of all our bells,® 05

Begging from passing whites for supplies and various
articles also became a practlice of the Kansa, Traveler John
Townsend remarked in 1834 that he was impressed by their
propensity for "asking unhesitatingly, and without fear of
refusal, for any article that happen[ed] to take their
fancy,n 106

Towards the end of the 1830's, begging and stealing

took on more of a serious tone, The lack of food often left

the Indians with no other means of survival, In 1837, Rev.
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Thomas Johnson "met some 4 or 500 of the Kanzas Indilans
going to the white settlements to beg provisions, for they
had nothing to eat at home..."07 Again in 1846 traveler
Francls Parkman observed a group of "Kanzas" on a beggling
expedition to Westport.lo8

Stealing the stock of travelers was also a common
activity of the Kansa although the victims sometimes made
an effort to recover thelr animals. In 1844 some Xansa stole
a few horses from an Oregon-bound wagon train., A small party
from the caravan Journeyed to the village of the head chief
(Fool Chlef) and demanded the return of thelr property. The
chief, lgnorant of the theft, promised to help return the
horses.109 Another Oregon=-bound wagon train encountered the
Kensa in 1847, "The first trouble we had with the Indlans®
wrote traveler James Findla, "was at Caw village, when they
stole some of our cattle, We kept two of the Indlans prisoners,
and as they started to run away, they were killed by the guard."llo
Many other incidents occurred in Kansa country during the 1830's
and 1840's, most of them were unrecorded. Only in a few cases,
though, did the victims see the return of their stock,

In 1847 the Kansa moved to thelr new reservation on
the Upper Neosho River and settled near Council Grove, an
important post on the Santa Fe road. Beling about the last

rlace where the traders could find shade, water and lumber,

most caravans stopped in Councll Grove before thelr long
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Journey west. The large volume of traffic along the road
supplied the Indians with a steady stream of livestock to
steal and soon many Kansa became accustomed to stealing from
the caravans on a regular basis.111
By 1853 the problem of Kansa stealing reached a high
level. In his annual report of 1853, Commissioner of Indian
Affairs George W, Manypenny wrote "They [Kansa] are adept in
the art of stealing, and their location is such, being on
the leading Santa Fe road, that they annoy the trains which
pass that way." 12 In the same year Agent John Whitfield
reported on the many complaints made against the Kansa. "They
are located on the Santa Fe rocad," wrote Whitfield, "...and
slnce I have had charge of this agency scarcely & train has
passed but what complaints have been made against them..."ll3
Conditions did not improve with time, Commissioner
Manypenny commented in 1856 that the Kansa "continue to infest

the Santa Fe and other roads in the terz-ito:rry."1]'!‘L

Richard
Cummins, now Superintendent of Indian Affairs in St. Louis
wrote in the same year, "The Kansas tribe of Indians...may
annually, be found upon the Santa Fe and other roads in the

territory, begsging and sometimes, I presume, committing petty
thefts, 115

The disturbances created by the Kansa did not go
umnoticed by the military authorities who received loud con-

plalnts from the victims. Occasionally a military expedi-
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tion left Ft. Leavenworth to recover stolen horses and stock
from the Kansa., One such expedition of 50 dragoons left Ft.
Leavenworth in 1851 under the command of Major Chilton.
Percival G, Lowe, who was later to write of his experiences,
was a seargent in thls company. The dragoons arrived at the
Kansa village and the major had a2 big talk with the ehiefs.
Taking four of the principal chiefs prisoner the company re-
turned to Ft. Leavenworth and held them until the stolen
animals were returned shortly thereafter.116
In response to the continuing thefts committed by the
Kansa the company again under the command of Major Chilton
left for the Kansa villages in 1853. Upon arriving at the
villages the Major demanded the return of some 20 stolen
hofses and returned his company to a camp a few miles away.
The next morning St. Lowe and a small group of dragoons entered
the Kansa camp and kidnapped the chief, They then returned
to their company only to find the 20 horses had already been
brought in.ll? The repeated attempts by the military did
1ittle to curb the activities of the young Kansa men, In
1854 a newspaper reporter wrote that the Kansa were still
glving immigrants "considerable trouble from all accounts,"118
Faced with a disappearing food supply many Kansa turned
to begging and stealing for survival, It was, after all, an

established part of Kansa culture as well as prairie cul ture
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in general., Confronted with pressures beyond their control
the Kansa chose traditional ways of survival rather than

adopt the civilization of the whites,

Illesal Trade

Ever since the first contacts with whites the Kansa
had thelr share of problems with unscrupulous traders. Desplite
the many rules and regulations imposed by the Indian Office,

a significant number of unllicensed traders continued to cheat
the Indians, The Kansa had early experience with these types
of traders and generally had some success in keeping them away.
Not until the late 1840's did the problem grow serious,

Upon thelr arrival at the Upper Neosho reservation, their
proximity to the Santa Fe 1road exposed the Kansa to a wide
variety of frontier types. The new reservatlion removed them
even further from thelr agent who had little or no control
over the lllegal trade in the flrst place. Not until 1855 did
the federal government establish a separate agency for the
Kansa near the reservation but by this time the damage had
been done,

The arrival of the Kansa near Council Grove at first
disgusted the whites but they later realized the profit to
be made. Under the treaty of 1846 the Kansa received 48,000
annually, This annulty money was a great attraction to many
whites who schemed for ways to separate the Indians from their

money. One of the most popular means of doing this was the
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whiskey trade,

As mentioned before the Kansa generally opposed the
use of liquor. This aspect of Kansa culture is well docu=-
mented with the writings of Dr. Say and others. Desplte the
urgings of traders the Kansa remained true to their beliefs
as late as 1849, 1In that year Agent Charles Handy noted that
"they [Kansa] drink but 1ittle,ntt? '

A year later, however, the Xansa succumbed to the per-
sistant whites who used "every stratagem in thelir power to
get the Indians to drink."'20 1In 1850 Agent Hendy stated
"The Kanzas Indians have become great whiskey dealers as well
as drinkers; they often travel a distance of two or three
hundred miles for whilskey, making it convenient to steal a
pony or two as they pass along the line for whiskey.121 Al=-
though the Indians had taken to whiskey, as Handy reported,
they did not need to travel that far to get it. "After the
tribe moved to the Upper Neosho Reservation," writes Unrau,
"whiskey was obtalined with little difficulty from soldiers
stationed at nearby Fort Riley or from merchants at Council
Grove."122

The location near Council Grove and the Santa Fe road
proved to be a poor choice on the part of government officials,
In 1852, Commissioner of Indlan Affairs, L, Lea noted that
"llttle can be done for thelr welfare whilst they remain

liable to the pernicious assocliations that awalt them there
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[near Council Grove]."123 The situation was no better in
1855 when Commissioner of Indian Affairs George llanypenny
wrote "The Kaws or Kansa Tribe of Indians residing within the
Council Grove Agency, in consequenhce of thelr proximity to
the trading posts on the Santa Fe road, where they can pro-
cure intoxicating beverages from traders and immigrants passe
ing throuszh thelr country, have become addicted to the hablts
of intemperance and lndolence..."lzu

The establishment of the Council Grove Agency in 1855
did little to help protect the Kansa. The Agent John Montgomery
had practically no power to enforce the laws on liguor sales
to the Indians., 1In hils annual reports Agent Montgomery com=
plained every year about the situation but nothing came of it.
In 1857 Montgomery wrote "I am willing to admit that about one=-
half [of the Kansa annulty money] is expended among the licensed
traders for flour, bacon, sugar and coffee almost as soon as it
is paid to the Indians; whilst at almost every side and corner
of the Indian reservation,..are the little whiskey shops, sup-
plied, open, and ready to catch the remaining half of their

money, which they never fail to do."125

Government Indian Agents
The failure of Agent Montgomery to improve the lliquor

sltuation is exemplary of the federal government's efforts to
help the Kansa during the period from 1825-1860. When the

Kansa signed the treaty of 1825 they came under the wing of
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the United States and the terms of that treaty stated that
the government would provide full assistance to help the
Kansa adjust to a farming way of 1ife, This provision was
loosely enforced and mostly ignored by federal Indlan Agents.
"An lmportant aspect of Kansa history in the period following
the treaty of 1825,%" writes Unrau, "was the careless, indeed
11lusive, manner in which the governments promises were ful-
£111ed. 126

Many factors kept the federal government from provid-
Ing the much needed assistance to the Kansa, A major reason
was the constant reshuffling of the tribe from one agency to
another., The Xansa were under the authority of the Council
BEluffs Agency in 1825, the Kansa Agency in 1827, the Ft.
Leavenworth Agency in 1834, the Osage River Agency in 1848,
the Sac & Fox Agency in 1851, the Potawatomie Agency in 1853,
and finalily the Council Grove Agency in 1855, During this
constant shifting of responsibility for the Kansa, the tribe
came under the authority of a number of different agents,
During the period of 1848 to 1855 the Kansa had a total of
nine different agents.1?’ It is not surprising then, that
the government could not carry on any kind of program with
the tribe.

The distance between the agencies and the Kansa vil=
lages also posed a problem, None of the agencles between

1832 and 1855 were closer than 50 miles to the tribe.128
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Being so far away 1t was impossible for the agents to regulate
trade and determine Just what help the Kansa needed. In the
1849 report of Agent Charles Handy (Osage River Agency) he
commented "This tribe [Kansa] is so remote from the Agency
that it is impossible to glve them the attention they re-
quire...”129
Another source of difficulty was the constant hagaling

130  pisagreements over prices,

between traders and agents.
trading stations and licenses took up so much of their time
they seemed te forget about the Indians,

The Kansa did not always receive the goods and services
due them simply because many agents did not care if they got
them or not, The agents! salaries were not large and did not
come on a regular basis.131 The agents, furthermore, were
far more likely to spend their time and efforts helping tribes
who demonstrated a desire to learn the arts of civilization.
Agent Francis Lea commented in 1852 that "they [Kansa] possess
not a single feature towards civilization and seem not to

desire any.“132

Missionaries

The government agents falled to help the Kansa and the
missionaries who worked with the tribe had no more success.
After the 1825 treaty, Rev. William Johnson, a Methodist
Episcopal Minister, became the missionary for the Kansa,

Johnson served among the Kansa for seven years with little
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without converting a single Indian, language being a major
problem, Johnson then recelved an "appointment to work with
the more cooperative Delawares in 1832.“133’ 13k

In 1833 the Rev, William D, Smith visited the Kansa
(now without a missionary) on a tour of Indian tribes in the
area to scout out possible sites for a Presbyterian mission.
Rev, Smith was shocked with the condition of the Kansa and
felt they needed help more than any other tribe he visited.
He did not, however, recommend a mission for them because
they were too far away from the white settlements and their
econony of hunting was not conducive to rapid and lasting
alteration, He also predicted that there was little chance of
getting any immediate government funding for a mission.135

Leaving the Kansa to the ways of the wild seemed a
sin and in 1834 Rev, William Johnson was again appointed
missionary for the Kansa, He was not, however, able to set
up his mission until 1836. Back for a second try Johnson
was somewhat encouraged upon his return to the villages,
In a letter of June 7, 1836 Johnson wrote:

In the midst of all, we have some things to

encourage us to persevere, They seem willing

to learn. They are fond of talking, and do

not try to conceal their views on any subject.

They are more serious and devoted than many

other tribes, and better informed. They fast

and pray and attend to many ceremonies, in a

solemn manner, yet in all their worship there

is no confession of sin or knowledge of a

Savior, If they only knew Jesus, in the re=-
generation of thelr souls, and would worship
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in his name with the same promptness that they

Goubiloss be a happy peopie.f3s o MO
After six more years of working with the Kansa, Willlam Johnson
died on April 8, 1842 of pneumonia.137 The work of the mission,
though, continued until the Kansa moved in 1847. During the
eleven years the mission was in operation not one convert was
reported.138

Now on thelr new reservation with no spiritual guldance,
the Methodist Eplscopals decided to try a third time. In 1850
the church established the Kansa Methodist Misslon and Manual
Labor Schoel under the direction of Rev, Thomas S. Huff‘aker.139
The school and mission had no more success than the previous
attempts and closed down in 1854 with no converts to report.luo
G. P. Morehouse later observed "The Indians were never in

1 Horehouse also wrote !'The

sympathy with the movement."
better element of the Kaws or the pure Indian type of that
wild tribe, refused to send thelr children to the mission
schoocl..., They considered 1t very degrading and‘a breach of
true, 0ld Indian dignity and aristocracy to adopt and follow

the educational methods of their white brothers.ni¥2

Kansa Reputation

By 1860 the reputation of the Kansa as dirty, wretched
thieves was well established, The Kansa, turning to begging
and stealing for survival, aroused the ire of many, Both

whites and "civilized" ilmmigrant Indians alike thought these
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activities to be disgusting and degrading. On his journey
through Kansa territory in 1846, traveler Francis Parkman
spotted a group of Kansa going begging and wrote, "They filed
past in rapid succession, men, women, children: some on foot,
but all were alike squalid and wretched...they were the dregs
of the Kanzas nation...on a begging expedition to Westport."143
While begging Indians were aggravating, stealing by
Indians posed a bothersome problem. The whites and Indians
to the Kansa consistently complained about the thievery of
the tribe. Complaints grew loud enough to reach the ear of
the Commissioner of Indlan Affalrs George Manyvenny who in
1853 commented "complaints are loud against these Indians,
not only from the white people who pass through thelr country
but from all the neighboring tribes."lnb
Also contributing to the low opinion of the Kansa was
the common belief that they were a particularly savage group
of Indlans, After decades of contact with white civilization
the Kansa clung to the shattered remains of their traditional
way of life, They would not give up the chase and accept
white farming methods, stop their insessant warfare with the
Pawnee, or accept the teachings of the Christlan missionaries,
Compared to other tribes Jjust to the east the Kansa seemed
especially savage and backwards. In 1840, Superintendent of
Indian Affairs Joshua Pilcher commented that "The report of

Major Cummins indicates an essential improvement in the physi=-
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cal condition of all the tribes under his suverintendence, with
the exception of the Kanzas...."l45 Two years later Agent
cummins reported in 1842 "I take great pleasure in stating to
you that all the tribes within this agency, except the Kanzas,

146 The next year in 1843 the

are in prosperous condition,?®
new Superintendent of Indian Affairs in St. Louls, D. D. Mitchel
stated that most of the Indians under his authority were be-
coming good farmers. "The Otoes and Kanzas!" wrote Mitchel,
form the only exceptions; they are to all appearances, as
poor, wild, and savage, as they were twenty years ago."lu?
Desplte continued contact with whites the Kansa continued to
reject the white man's way. In 1856 Commissioner of Indian
Affairs Manypenny bemoaned "But little improvement has been made
in the hablts or condition of the Kansas trlibe of Indftans.":"}"La
Although the apparent savagism of the Kansa often be=
wildered government agents it also aroused the dissust of
other observers. Reviewing his Journeys in 1846 Francis Park-
man wrote "Indeed the Shawanoes have made greater progress in
agricul ture than any other tribe on the Hissourl frontier; and
in both appearance and in character form a marked contrast to
our late acquaintance with the Kanzas."1u9
One of the peculiar aspects of Indlan reputations is
the begrudging resvect accorded those Indlans who fought to

keep their land and way of life., This was the charitable

attitude acecorded a fierce enemy. The Kansa, though, never
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fought any btlg battles with the whites., Whatever small scir-
mishes occurred served only to aggravate the whites. Considered
by many to be filerce warriors when fighting theilr Indian enemies
the Kansa became the objects of scorn as they witnessed the con-
fiscation of thelr land and the destruction of their way of life
at the hands of whltes, seemingly without a struggle. Francis
Parkman noted in 1846 that nothing was to be feared from the
degraded Kansa.luo

The visibility of the degraded tribe also added to the
contempt of whites for the Kansa, If the Kansa had remained
to themselves and quietly starved thelr neighbors would have
had 1ittle cause for complaint., The constant begging expedi-
tions of the Kansa to white settlements and the Santa Fe road,
though, placed them continually under the eyes of their critiecs.
Each successive sighting of these degraded Indlans served only
to reenforce their poor reputation.

After the move to the new reservation in 1847, many
travelers on the Santa Fe road looked upon the mere presence
of the Indians with disgust. In 1847 trader Philip Ferguson
saw the newly arrived Kansa at Councll Grove and wrote "There
is a village of Kaw here - dirty, lazy set, whose doleful

songs at night disturbed my slumbers.“151

Two years later
traveler Augustus H, Heslop commented that "The Grove is the
"headquarters of the Kansas or Caw Indians...a filthy, lazy,

.thieving. worthless set of beings."152
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Such was the general opinion of the Kansa Indians. The
reputation of the Kansa can, however, be summed up with the
comments of newly arrived Agent John Montgomery in his annual
report of 1855.:

Immediately after they received one thousand
dollars worth of provisions which was pald to
them about the middle of June last, the small-
pox broke out amongst them and has continued
fatally with the greater number of them, it
seems to the great satisfaction and adminiration
of all those who have any acgquaintance with
the Kaw... I am constrained to say that the
Kansas are a poor, degraded, superstitious,
theivish, indigent, tribe of Indians; their
tendency is downward, and, in my opinion, they
must soon become extinct, and the sooner they
arrive at this period, the better it will be
for the rest of mankind,1l53

CONCLUSION

Before 1825 the Kansa maintained 2 reputation as noble
and proud people, Thelr early relations with whites produced,
at times, uneasy feelings but on the whole most observers re-
corded favorable impressions of this Siouan language tribe.
With the treaty of 1825, however, the Kansa lost much of their
land and entered upon a perlod of debasement,

Throughout the period of 1825-1860 the Kansa Indians
experienced many pressures to abandon their traditional way
of 1life. Population loss due to dlsease and warfare demoralized
the tribe and reduced thelr effective military strength,
Fierce competition among the stronger plains tribes for the

rapldly retreating buffalo forced a decline in the annual
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hunts, Wlth the destruction of thelr main subslstance acti-
vity many Kansa distastefully turned to farming. The tribe
would not, however, adopt the farming methods of the whites,
Struck with floods, insects, and crop failures the tribe only
occasionally raised enough crops to feed themselves. Faced
with 1ittle and sometimes no food income many Kansa turned
to begging and stealing for survival. The condlition of the
Kansa was debased further by thelr proximity to the Santa
Fe road after 1847, where unscrupulous whites preyed upon
the Indians and thelr annuities. During the whole period
from 1825 to 1860 the Government Indian Agents responsible
for the Kansa did little to help the tribe, and missionaries
found no way to alter the declining status of this group.
Through all adversity the Kansa tenaclously clung to
their traditional lifestyle. When thelr principal means of
food income (hunting and farming) failed they turned to other
culturally sanctioned activities (begging and stealing) for
survival. Although a vortion of the Kansa did survive, thelr
modified 1lifestyle aroused the disgust and disrespect of thelr
neighbors showing the direct relationship between the two.
By 1860, when Kansa lands were allotted in severalty
and the remainder sold to settlers, the tribe had acquired
a reputation as dirty, wretched thieves « the dregs of humanity.
Before 1825, those who thought badly of the Kansa usually had
little or no contact with the tribe. By 1860, however, those
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who knew the tribe well were the flrst to denounce then.

Did the Kansa deserve thelr poor reputation? HMost
whites and "civilized" Indians saw only that the Kansa
rejected white civilization and largely lived by begging
and stealing. Thls was enough for them to consider the
Kansa a degraded and disgusting people., What they did not
see, or care to see, was the desperate struggle of the Kansa,
over the course of 35 years, to perserve the once proud and

noble traditions of the Wind People.
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Before 1825 the Kansa maintained a reputation as noble
and proud people., Thelr early relations with whites produced,
at times, uneasy feellings but on the whole most observers re-
corded favorable impressions of this Siouan language tribe.

With the treaty of 1825, however, the Xansa lost much of their
land and entered upon & period of debasement.

Throughout the period of 1825-1860 the Kansa Indians
experienced many pressures to abandon their traditional way
of 1ife, Population loss due to disease and warfare demoralized
the tribe and reduced their effective military strength. Flerce
competition among the stronger plains tribes for the rapldly re=-
treating buffalo forced a decline in the annual hunts, With
the destruction of their main subsistance activity many Kansa
distastefully turned to farming., The tribe would not, however,
adopt the farming methods of the whites., Struck with floods,
insects, and crop failures the tribe only occasionally raised
enough crops to feed themselves, Faced with little and some-
times no food income many Kansa turned to begging and stealing
for survival. The condltion of the Kansa was debased further
by their proximity to the Santa Fe road after 1847, where un-
scrupulous whites preyed upon the Indians and their annuitiles.
During the whole period from 1825 to 1860 the Government Indian
Agents responsible for the Kansa did little to help the tribe,
and missionaries found no way to alter the declining status of
this group.

Through all adversity the Kansa'tenaciously clung to



their traditional lifestyle. When thelr principal means of
food income (hunting and farming) falled they turned to other
cul turally sanctioned activities (begging and stealing) for
survival, Although a portion of the Kansa did survive, thelr
modified lifestyle aroused the disgust and disrespect of their
neighbors showing the direct relationship between the two.

By 1860, when Kansa lands were 2llotted in severalty
and the remainder sold to settlers, the trlibe had acquired
a reputation as'dirty, wretched thleves = the dregs of human-
ity. Before 1825, those who thouzht badly of the Kansa usually
had 1ittle or no contact with the tribe. By 1860, however,
those who knew the tribe well were the first to denounce them,

Did the Kansa deserve thelr poor reputation? Most
wnites and "civilized" Indians saw only that the Kansa re=-
Jected white clvilization and largely lived by begging and
stealing. This was enough for them to consider the Kansa a
degraded and disgusting people. What they did not see, or
care to see, was the desperate struggle of the Kansa, over
the course of 35 years, to perserve the once proud and noble

traditions of the Wind People.



