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FILL COHILD.LIVES WITH SWEET-
NESS.

BY LOUISE 8, UPHAM,

‘Wait not till the little hands are at rest
Ere you fiil them full of flowers ;
‘Wait not for the crowning tuberose
To make sweet the last sad hours;
But while, in the busy household band,
Your darlings still need your guiding hand,
0, fill their lives with sweetness.

‘Wait not till the little hearts are still
For the loving look and phrase ;
But while you gently chide a fault,
The good deed kindly praise. .«
'The word you would speak beside the bier,
Falls sweeter far on the living ear;
0, fill young lives with sweetness!

Ah! what are kisses on clay-cold lips
To the rosy mouth we press,

‘When our wee one flies to her mother’s arms
For love’s tenderest caress |

Let never a worldly bauble keep

Your heart from the joy each day should reap,
Circling young lives with sweetness.

Give thanks, each morn, tor the sturdy boys,
Give thanks for the fairy girls ;

With a dower of wealth like this at home,
Would you rifle the earth for pearls?

W ait not tor Death to gem Love’s crown,

But daily shower lite’s blessings down,
And fill young hearts with sweetness.

Remember the homes where the light has fled,
Where the rose has faded away ;
And the love that glows in youthful hearts,
-0, cherish it while you may !
And make your home a garden of flowers,
Where joy shall bloom through.childhood’s

hours,
And fill young lives with sweetness.

ROSE’S SECRET.

BY MARY KYLE DALLAS.

«Just like Betsy Blake,” said Mrs. Speers,
«All ready for her, and she don’t come. Now
I know the.story she’ll tell. ' Couldn’t finish
Mrs. Jessup’s cloak in time, and found the
flounces took-longer to trim than she thought
they would, I wish there was another dress-
makerin theplace. 1’d not put up with Betsy, |
that I know. Well, young woman, what do
you want?”

She uttered these last words with a sort of
start, for, as she looked up trom the pile of dry
goods spread upon the sitting-room table, she
saw a girl standing by the door—a girl she had
never seen before—wrapped in that leveler of
womanhood, & waterproof cloak, with the hood
over her head, and wearing a pair of rough
leather shoes, cut and torn by the stones, and
white with the dust of the road.

She was young and pretty ; but it was a dry,
~ warm day—the cloak was quite unsuitable.

How old the wrap was, how torn the shoes!

Qould this be a tramp ? The face repelled the

idea.

«Well?? she repeated again, for there was no
answer, “Well?”’ :

{13 § stoﬂped because T saw the door open. 1
am very tired, hungry and thirsty,”” said the
girl. “I thought perhaps you.could give me a
piece of bread and a cup of tea, and let me, do
some wark to pay for it.. 1 can do any kind of
housework, and I can sew.

«“OhI’* said Mrs. Speers, cautiously. She
was not one to let her heart go out at once to
a dusty stranger. “Well, of course, if - 1t’s
clvilly asked for, I don’t think it’s christsan to
refuse any one a little tood. I mever give

. money, but I generally find that tramps don’t
want work, y

«I{ you mean beggars,” said the girl, “l1
suppose they don’t—I do, though. What is
the use ol being proud and gaying I’'m not a
beggar when I’ve just asked for food? Only
it’s not my usual—my—1I haven’t been in the
habit of it—that is what I am trying to say.””

“You don’t look: it, young woman,”’ said
Mrs. Speers, ““Trouble will come to good peo-
ple, I know. What has happened 9

<My parents are dead,’’ said the girl,

«“Didn’t they leave you anything?’ asked
Mrs, Speers. ; ;

« haven’t a cent in the .world,” said the
girl. “1 am going to walk to New York, if I|
can, to get dressmaking fo do.” :
® ¢sQan you cnt and fit?”’ asked Mrs, Speers.

| «Anything,” replied the gitl. '¢‘Oh, do you
. want to'try me??”
" Mra. Speers looked at her sharply. -
] will,” said she. ‘‘1 suppose it’s a risk;
| ‘that’s a good dress, but—"’ . i
' 's¢] can fityou as no country dressmaker ever
_ didy” cried the girl. “I can make you look
y ate. 'You can give me what

°

¥ -.
"You’d better take oft your clo
“‘Please let me keep 1t on,

«Wait—T can’t keep it on and sew, can I? 1
suppose I must take it off, but—"

¢“Well P! repeated Mrs. Speers, more grimly
than before. :

«] haven’t any dress on underneath,” said
the girl.

«“No dress on! I mever heard of such a
thing !”’ cried the old lady.

“I hope not,” said the girl.

“You see, I’ve been robbed.”

Mrs. Speers considered.

«1’ll lend you an old wrapper,” said she.
«Why, what has been happening to you?”’

But the girl said nothing. She went into the
little back bed-room, donned the wrapper, and,
having been fed, set to work.  Soon Mrs,
Speers found herself obliged to acknowl-
edge that Betsy Blake was outdone; but the
girl would not talk—would tell nothing of her
story ; “‘that,”” Mrs. Speers said to herself, ‘“she
did not like much.”’ .

At noon-time, father and son came in—the fa-
ther, a grave, slow-speaking, slow-thinking
farmer ; the son, college bred, and spending his
vacation with his parents. ¢

“Who is that pretty girl at the sewing ma-
chine, mother > the youth asked in a whis-
per. *I thought you expected old Betsy
Blake to make your dress.”’

“That’s a girl that came for work,”” said the
mother. *Pretty? T don’t see how you find
anything so dreadfully preity about ker, in my
old worn-out wrapper too!’!

After Mrs. Speers’ dress was done, that lady
thought so cheap a seamstress would never
come to hand again. Shirts were to be made,
counterpanes pieced and quilted. ‘Wark of all
kinds done; and the girl was “handy’’inma-

up stairs, and down stalrs, in the kitchen, and
in my lady’s chamber ; for Mrs. Speers had an
attack of *‘chills,”” and confessed that she nev-
er had been nursed so well before.

Out of her tiny wages’ neat calico dresses
had been bought. She was trim, tidy and
comfortable. :

On Sundays she went to church in a bonnet
made out of Mrs. Speers’ old one, that looked
prettier than anything in the milliner’s shop
windows., | :

Frank used to walk with her sometimes, and
it seemed to him that Squire Peters’ daugh-
ters, and even rich Miss Hubbington, looked
vulgsr beside his mother’s seamstress, Rose.

One day he gaid 8o to his mother. After that
somehow she contrived that he should see less
of Rose, and his vacation came to an end, and
he went back to college. i

But the ‘‘old folke”” knew mnothing of what
passed in the lane between'’ the meadows
where the briar rosés grew over the low stone
tences, and the grass was long and wild,

He bad been sitting on the tence waiting for
her to come *with her milk-pails, and now he
had litted them for hes, and old mooly stood
looking gravely at them from the meadow, with
her calt at hér side, and no other eye was on
them. ! e

‘“I'm going away to-morrow, Rose,” said
Frank. / i

“They will miss you, Mr. Speers,” said the
girl. 3

“Will you miss me ?’ asked Frank. “Don’t
call me Mr. Speers. I called you Rose. 1 don’t
know your other name. Call me Frank, and

‘say that you will mies me, But I shall gradu-

ate next fall; then I am coming home to mar-
ry the girl I1ove it she will'have me. Do you
think she will, Rose P’

«How do I know?”’ she asked.

»No one else knows, Rdse,” said he. ‘“Rose,
you know I love you.”

«Without even knowing my whole name ?”’
said she. ¢I came to your mother’s door and
asked for work ; that is all of my story that you
know, and you would ‘marry me?’

_ 6If you can love me, Rose,’”” he said.
_She gave him her hand. A
¢You have a great deal of faith in me,” she
gaid. “Well, I have faith in you. Only we will
say no more about it just now. Fancy your
mother’s feelings.”’ &

She laughed softly., :

$‘Well; you shall know all about me some
day,”” she said. | ‘

«I know that you arethesweetest thing that
ever llved,” he answered. Then he kissed
her. i ; Tet
. Neither of them knew that the mother was.
hard by ; she saw them as’they crossed the
stone stile, LT
. %4 do not like

nk péen heard

ny ways. 1t was Rose here, and Rose there, |.

to see it,”?, she said to herself, |
f‘lt'mqst not go.on 2 BRI, 0
 Lato that mgnt, Fx

window uf 8 room neax him open softly. The

dressed himself and hurried down to the door
and out upon thegarden path—& figure was
letting itself carefully down, as women do
such things. It was dreseed in bhat and shawl
and had a little bundle in it¢ hand.”

“Rose!” he cried.

“Frank!” she answered. Then they stood
looking at each other.

“Where are you going ?”’ he asked.

«“Where they will let me be at peace,’’ she
said. ‘I am hunted like some wild animal.
Come away further from the; house where our
voices cannot be heard. To-night, atter all the
work was done, I sat alone in the sewing-room.
You know the drum of the heater enters it
from the sitting-room, and now there is-no fire,
one can hear every word. -1 was not listening,
but I heard your mother say to your father :

¢ ¢Listen to this, Jeremiah: We are in search
of a young woman with light ‘hair and black
eyes. She will give an gssumed name, and is
a fine ceamstress. Any one harboring her will
be dzalt with according to law. The peculiarity
of her attire, when she escaped, was,;she ' wore
no gown.

« ¢)eremiah,’ said your mother, ‘it is Rose.
I shall write to these people. Meanwhile, she
shall not see the paper. ‘She must have been
disgracefully wicked. She has evidently been
in prison. It is our duty to give hgr up. Be-
gides, Frank admires her too much}‘”

“Frank, it is I whom they seek,& You will
not prevent my escape "’ : :

«T will help you,” said Frank. ¢‘But, dar-
ling, the time has come when yon need me.
Marry me to-night. I am of age, We will go
together to our old minister. No oné can take
a wife from her husband.” Y
“You do not doubt me even now?”’ asked
Rose. :

“Doubt you I”” he answered. I love you,
Doubt and love cannot exist together.”?

It is time you should know the truth,”
said the girl;” and she whispered something in
her lover’s ear. YA,

«Now,"” she said, ‘I will marry you, if you
want me ;’’ and they took their way across the
fields to the little parsonage.

In an hour they returned. Rose went back
to her little upper-room. Frank sought his.
No one new either had left the house.

A letter went slyly to the post the next
morning, and all dsy Mrs. S8peers watched her
seamstress with argus eyes. Asthe evening
drew on, a carriage drove along the road, and
from it stepped a lady and two men.

Mrs. Speers hurried out to meet them.

“I received a note from some one at this
house,” said: the Jady. ‘You described the
person of whom we are in search correctly.
Can I see her ?”?

«Rose !”” called Mrs. Speers. -Fhe seamstress
descended from the sewing-room.

«[tis she !”” cried the lady. *‘These mgen are
officers of the law. Rose, you éan come quiet-
1y, orresist, as.you please, but you must come
all the same.”’ Y

“Not without her busband!”’ exclaimed a
voice, and Frank siepped torward to the girl’s
sidé. “Miss Norman is my wife. We were
married last night.” |

“ You married to thatgirl ”” cried his mother.-

But the lady, with a look of fury, turned
away. ! '

“Come away. We will go,”” she said, firmly,
¢1 can do nothing now.”’

She entered the carriage, and was driven
down the road.

Rose turned to Mrs, Speers.

«You have Jearned of the Norman property,’’
she said, “I am Miss Norman its heiress, I
am now. the richest woman in the country.
The lady who has driven away is my step-

‘mother, whom my father married late in Iffe.

He made her my legal guardian until I came
of age or married. At either of vhese periods
her power over me ceased. 'She has a son by
a former marriage to whom she/desired to give
me and my fortune, % B AN

* «While I was'still only a child 1 promised to
marry him, but as [ grew older, I found him
to be bad, coarse and!mercenary, I did not
love him, nor did he love me, I refused to ful-
fill my' engagement. ' From that moment she
behaved in a way that terrified me. ' At last,
finding me determined to leave her house, she
locked me in the garret without ordinary ar-
ticles of clothing,
At night I found means to escape, For-

waro steps on the T00f of the shed ; he hastily guard

tunately, I had upon my finger a ring of some |

. “Your son desired to marry me that I might
have a protector, but by the act he also made
me a rich woman ; for the fortune my father
left me is now mine, and 1'am indeed happy
to share it with one who loved me when he
thought me a poor beggar girl. y

“Now you know my motive, will you for-
give me, mother?’

Mrs. Speers felt that it was better to take
upon herself the role thus offered, especially
a8 her daughter brought into the family that
wonderful Norman property which she held
in such respect.

His Native Earth.

It is said that the cossack, when leaving home
on an expedition, often carries with bim in a
little bag round his neck some of his native
earth; and on returning to his birthplace he
kisses the ground with ardor.

By some such a practice may be looked upon
as childish ; yet upon a heart prompted by its
‘own instinct to such an act, the association of
this little parcel ot native -earth must exert a
powerful influence. Wherever the wanderer
ﬁoes. in whatever adventure he may engage,

is native soil is with him. Allits sacred mem-
ories accompany him. Is he asoldier? He can
never be a coward ; for the eyes of his parents,
his kindred, the associates of his youth are up-
on him, He will do no unworthy act. He will
never disgrace the soil which gave him birth,
some of which he has taken pains to have al-
ways near him; so that when he returns to
k188 his native earth, it shall not be with affec-
tion olxllly, but with seif-satigfaction and pride
as well.

Avoid ‘“ Managing Mammas,”

There is something approximating a prize
gshow in the manner that some mothers have of
exhibiting their marriageable daughters. Oul-
ture, enjoyment, conyenience and comfort are
all sacrificed to a display ot the youngladies
and to the capture—not an inapt phrase—ot.el-
igible husbands for them, This is absolutely

emoralizing. Matches made insuch a way
may be expected to be productive of misery
ratner than of happiness. Besides, it is the
gulls among young men who are caught by
such traps, while the shrewd and sensible are
more attracted to modest and natural homes,
in which they havé a tar better chance of find-
ing helpmeets worthy of the name.

Baron Dembowski, of Italy, has been award-
ed the gold meddl of the Royal Astronomical
society of England. For twenty-five years
this astronomer has been steadily and quietly
at work, ut Gallarate, near Milan, measuring
the positions of the double stars., His labors
have been unobtrusive, but the honor he has
now received is none the less deserved. As
Dr. William Huggins, the distinguished presi-
dent of the society, well said, such workers lay.
}h: foundations of the great discoveries of the

ature.

A gigantic cuttlefish, of a new genius, was
discovered near the island of St. Paul, in the
Indian ocean, by the French transit of Venus
expedition, and has lately been described in
the French Archives of Experimental and Gen-
eral Zoology. From the tip of the longest .arms
to the extermity of the body, its length ex-
ceeded twenty-two feet. The arms ot this
specimen were ten in number,

Among the contributions from' the Ambherst
agricultural laboratory, in the latest proceed-
ings of the American Chemical society. we
find an analysis of onions. It shows that air-
dry onions, without leaves, consist of about
ninety per cent. water, and ten per cent. dry
vegetable ‘matter. he chief chemical econ-
stituents are potassium oxide, of which there
18 38.51 per cent, and phosphoric acid, 16.80 per
cent. } ¥

Professor Balfour Stewart, who i8 one of the
highest living authorities on the subject of sun-
spots, frankly says that it 18 nearly if not abso-
lately impossible, from the observations already
made, to tell whether the sun is hotter or cold-
er asa whole when there are most spots on
his surface. !

Amnecdotes.

A temperance man baving been bitten by a
rattlesnake, drank copiously of whisky as an
antidote to the poison, and was jeered at by a
lot .of old topers, whereupon he said: *‘The
difference between us is, that I drink because
1 ‘saw’ a' snake, and you ‘see snakes’ because
you drink.”’ ;

«Triend Mauscomb, I am pleased that thee
has got ‘such a fine organ in that church.”
s‘But,” said the clergyman, ‘I thought yon
were opposed to having anorganin a church,”
#go I am,” said Friend Obadiah, *‘but then, if
thee will worship: the:Lord by machinery, I
would hike thee to havea first-rate instrument.””

“I'm almost gone,”” said a drunkard who had
been racked with delsrium tremens.  ““My lam
is flickering in the socket. Bury me ’neat
the weeping willow, and plant a white rose
over my head.”  ‘‘’Twouldn’t be of uny unse,”’

‘ejaculated his. mother-in-law ; ‘‘your nose
‘would scorch the roots.”” . That' man survived

his ‘m’othe‘x}!n&]gm it Sty :
““A'neat toast,” said an oid Em'lé_m‘_.ﬁ. as he
read from an old volume: ¢*‘In ascending the
never meet afriend,’

t sked hi

't | bo;

Young Folks’ Aolumn.

MR. EDITOR :—I thought I would write. I
go to school and study arithmetic, grammar
and spelling, and read in history ; 1 have not
been going this week. Our teacher’s name is
Rush Milam, I have three brothers and one
sister. Pa, sister and I are going to my Uncle
‘Henry’s Friday ; they live at Humboldt. Iam
ten years old; I will be eleven in July, the20th
day. Ifyou print this I may write again.

Your friend, MARY J. COWDERY.

BUFFALO, Kans,, April 26, 1878,

DEAR EDITOR :—I have not seen any letters
from here, 8o 1 will try to write one. Patakes
THE SPIRIT ; I like to read the ‘“Young Folks’
Column.” Ihave two brothers and three sis-
ters. My oldest brother plays on the banjo ;
he is going to teach me how toplay. We have
five cows and six calves. 1 help my sister
milk every night., Pa gave me a pig and when
1 sell it I am going to buy a croquet set. I will
close for fear I will write too much, If I see
this in print I will write again.

SUSIE R. STEPHENSON.

CEDAR JUNCTION, Kans., May 13, 1878.

MY DEAR YOUNG FOLKS :—It is a long time
since I have written to you. I have been very
busy ; 1 have just finished an eight months”
term of school ; bave missed but two daysdur-
ing the term. I took up two ney studies, his-
tory and physiology; I went through Ray’s
third part written arithmetic. Ilike my studies
first-rate. My general average was for last
month 96 3-5 in studies and deportment, Now
school is out I am going to cultivate one-half
acre of onions. I will be twelve years old the
20th of May; I wish L could have a birthday
party, and the writers of the ‘“Young Folks”
Column”’ could come.  Wouldn’t we have a nice
time getting acquainted? Hoping to see this
published, I am, as ever, an admirer ot THE
SPIRIT. MARK WARNER.

TisLew, Kans., May 10, 1878.

DEAREDITOR :—It has been a long time since
I bave written a letter for our column; it is al-
most deserted by the old contributors. What
has become of James Stepp? has he gone to
Japan again? I hope he has or some other
toreign country, and will give us a description
of his voyage. I like to hear about other
countries. We have a good Sabbath-school.
We had a concert and an oyster supper for the
purpose of raising funds for a library. We had
lots of cake ana oysters and everything nice to
eat, and, better than all, we raised money to
geta good library, singing books and nice pret~
ty cards, and if we don’t learn to be good it
will be our own tault for we have good reading,
a good superintendent and good teachers.

EDWARD VINTON.
@Axwoop, Kans., May 6, 1878,

MR. EDITOR :—As it has been a long time'’
since I have written to the young'folks I
thought I would write a few lines.  We have
rented our farm to a man hy the name of Mr,
Aiken. We bad sixteen little pigs, but ten '
‘died, 80 we have but six; there are eight old
hogs. We milk five cows now; we will soon
have two more. It is Sabbath night. My sis-
ter is to Mr. Archer’s to-night and pa hasgone
tomeeting. Ma is staying with my sister Alice ;
she is very sick ; sometimes she is so bad that
they think she will not live. About a week
ago they had two of the best doctorsin Ottawa.

I have two brothers and one sister in Illinois;
my sister lives in Edwards county and iy
brothers in Knox county ; I have never seen
my sister. I was to Sabbath-school this after-
noon; our superintendent’s nameis Mr, Archer;
I do not like him very much for a superinten-
dent, I have an organ that cost $200; it has’
fifteenostops and three looking-glasses in it. I
took lessons of Mr. Henry De Moss; 1 liked
him very much. T do not know why Alice
Roser don’t write any more ; L think she writes
such good letters. I am well acquainted with
Minnie V. De Moss and Henry De Moss. We
bought our organ of Mr. J. E. Vernon. I am
all alone to-night. I do not go to school now ;
there isno summer school. Our teacher’s name
was Miss Libbie J. Mead. My face is poisoned
some now; but is almost well ;. it was sweHed
. Pa takes THE SPIRIT; 1 like it
ery much. ' The first thing I look at is the let
ters; 1 like to read the letters. I am
Ottawa with pa next time he goes and
1 r this sum ) A 8
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OFFIG“S OF THE NATIONAL GRANGH,

Master—Samuel B Adumas, of Minnesota.

Secretary—0 . H. Kelley, Loulsville, K\mvoky.

Treasurer—F. M, McDowell, Wayne, N, Y,
EXEOUTIVE COMMITTRR,

Alonzo Golder, Rock Falls, Hlinois.

D, Wyatt Aiken, Cokesbury, 8. G,

E. R, Shankland, Rubuque, Iowa,

W. H. Chambers, Oswichee, Alabama.
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OFFICERS OF THE KANSAS STATE GRANGE,

Master—W, Sims, Topeka, Shawnee county.
Overseer—J, F, Wil its, Oskaloosa, Jefierson

eounty.

Leoturer—J, T. Stevens, Lawrence, Douglas
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Smgnrd—-w. D. Rippey. Severance, Donipan
oounty. [

mzahntswwurd—s. W. Fisher, Mitchell coun=

Treasurer—W. P. Popenoe, Topeks, Shawnee
ocounty.

Secretary—P B.Maxson, Emporia, Lyon county.

Chaplain—W ,H.Jones, Holtoh, Jackson county.

Gate-Keeper—Geo. Amey, Bourbon county.

Pomona—Mrs. H, M. Barnes, Manhattan Riley
county,

Ceres—Mrs,
oounty. :

Flora—Mrs. B, A.Otis, Topeka, Shawnee county.

Lady Assistant Steward—Mrs. Amandw Rippey,
Severance, Doniphan county.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTER.
W. H. Jones, ochairman, Holton, Jackson

H, A. Sims, Topeka, Shawnee
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Levi DPumbauld, Hartford, Lyon county.
J. 8. Payne, Cadmus, Linn county.
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President—J . . Willits, Grove City, Jeflerson
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Secretary—P. B. Maxson, Emporia, Kansas.
Treasurer—Wm,Sims, Topeka, Shawnee county.
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Commissioned by Wm. Sims, master Kansas State
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W. 8. Hanna, General Deputy, Ottawa, Frank-
uin county, Kansas.
George Y Johnson, Lawrence, Douglas county.
John Andrews, Huron, Atchison county.
Robert Reyuolds, Junction City, Davis county.
8 W Fisher, saltville, Miichell county.
George I Jackson, Fredonia, Wilson county.
D CSpurgeon, Leroy. Cofley county.
James W Williams, Peabody, Marion county.
R T Ewalt, Great Beud, Barton county.
C 8 Worley, Eureka, Greenwood county.
Chas A Buck, Oskaloosa, Jefferson county.
James McCormick, Burr Oak, Jewell county.
M Earnest, Garnett, Anderson county.
John C Fore, Maywood, Wyandotte county.
F W Kellogg, Newton, ﬁm‘vcy county.
J 8§ Payne, Cadmus, Linn county.
G M Summerville, M¢Pherson M¢Pher’n county,
D P Clark, Kirwin, Phillips county.
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A Hufr, Salt City, Sumner county.
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Geo W Black, Olathe, Johnson county.
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William Pettis, Salina, Saline cuuntf'.
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John Rehrig, Fairfax, Osage county.
J Nason, Washington, Washington county.
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J K Miller, Peace, Rice county.
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Arthur Sharp, Girard, Crawford county.
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A M Switzer, Hutchinson, Reno county.
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W S Matthews, Seneca, Nemaha county. |
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==

Grange Work.

. Some of the lessons that the Patrons are
trying to learn themselves and which they are
trying to teach othera are these, namely :

First—That there are great advantages and
vast économies in co-operation. \

Second—That the great army of middlemen,
of mercantile agents, of speculators, gamblers,
stock-jobbers and other social parasites can,
to the great advantage of both labor and capi.
tal, be dispensed with and transferred to the
side of productive industry. ;

Third—That pauperisin ‘and trampism, the
unavoidable results ‘of thelspollatlon of labor
by capital, and the grab system of the strong-
er, by which the rich are made richer and the
poo® poorer, have their appropriate remedy
and perfect cure only by a right system ot co-
operation and a just remuneration - of labor,

Fourth—That education, libraries, lectures,
the refining pleasures ot art, the instructions
of science angd the enjoyment of-a competence
are all ‘within the reach of the agricultural
classes, conditioned on the right organization
of labor and co-operative grange work,

From Marshall County.

EDITOR SPIRIT :—Some progress in recon-
struction is being made. Blue Rapids grange,
932, by consolidation with 1,009 and additions
from 768, 874 and 982, now numbers one hun-
dred members.

A strong effort is now being made to bring
into ofie powerful body the Patrons of 540,
868, 977, 978, 981 and 982, all of which have for-
feited their charters. It is a work of time,
patience and perseverance.

Alfred Moxon, Esq., residing two miles west

- of Marysville, and late worthy master of 808,
in addition to a fine farm well cultivated and a
large grove surrounding his farm buildings and
orchards, has an apple orchard of 400. bearing
trees superior to any I have ever seen. They
are all grafted and trimmed back, with short
bodies and lateral branches, every one of which

“is in fine condition and most of them heavily
laden with fruit. Two hundred peach and a
large number of plum trees and every variety
of small fruit, including currants and English
gooseberries, complete the picture. Of the
English gooseberry there will be from 10 to 16

" bushels.’ : : Mt B
. Hon. C, F. Koester, of Marysville, late Cen-
tennial commissioner, whose means of compar-.
ison are far superior to ming, confirms all that
T say, after recently examining several famous

orchards in Pennsylvania and Ohio, The va- |

 rloties of apples and peachies 8

 large and Mr

Moxon, it his quiet, unpretentious way, has
demonstrated that orchards every way supe-

tlor in quality can be rafsed ‘on the. bleak up-

lands of Kansas,

A pleasanter family cannot be found. ' Mrs,
Moxon I8 & pattern of a gentie, wifely, ohris-
tian lady, and the two children atthome are art-
Ists of no mean pretentions. The husband and
father fy an Arcadiun patriarch, and the home
one of rural felicity,  The elder son, John, liv«
ing near by, will soon have an orchard dupli-
oating his father’s,

I hope to report final progress at Marysville
in about two weeks. H. G. REYNOLDS,

BLuU® RarIDS, Kans,, May 16, 1878.

! From Sumner County.

EDpITOR SPIRIT :(—This being a damp day I
will let you and the readers of THE SPIRIT
know that the Patrons of this county are not
dead, We are still gaining ground. We have
thirteen granges in good werking order and
still increasing in numbers all the time, Broth-
er Stevens, we will not be like we were last
year, have to call on gome ather county to rep-
resent us in the state grange this winter.  We
mean business; 'We have  on foot a co-opera-
tive association, known as the Oxford Co-op-
erative association of the P. ot H., all perma-
nently organized, Brother Davis, of Richland
Valley grange, is president; C. G. Tilton, sec-
retary ; Sister Surgi, treasurer, and seven di-
rectors. Our capital stock subscribed is $300,
which will be paid in in the next thirty days.
We will incorporate next Saturday.

Our county grange met yesterday with a
good attendance; we have regular monthly
meetings; we adjourned over till the second
Tuesday in July. Please come and see us, if
it be consistent in your circuit ride this sum-
mer; we would like to hear your gentle clat-
ter once more,

Brother Stevens, it is rather amusing to read
Gov. Robinson’s communications ; he puts me
in mind of some one that had been bulldozed,
and now he wants to bulldoze some one else.
He had better not say too much for tear he
may knock the nails off of some of our toes
that will not use quite so much moral suasion
as some have that have replied to him.

Yours as ever, M. SOMMERVILLE.
OXFORD, Kans., May 15, 1878.

\

AN ESSAY,

By John Walton, Read before Vinland
Grange, Douglas County.

We shall proceed calmly and dispassionately
to consider what we think to be the interest ot
every Patron, if not of every farmer, namely,
the grange. Looking back to the existing state
of affairs immediately’ preceding the formation
of the grange, 1t does seem to us that if the
great rising of the people, under the leader-
ship of Luther, was necessary to put down the
slavish idolatry of the popish church to teach
mankind to reason, to examine, to inquire and
to give to the Anglo-Saxon race the leadership
in the great reform which they still retain, it
this was necessary, and the next great rising
of our forefathers in 1776, teaching kings that
there isa power vested in the people that they
must respect, showjpg to. the world a govern-
ment in which the people are sovereign, and
then, again, when the nation’s life was in
danger, when red-handed murder and rite re-
bellion stalked in the light of day, when the
land wib shaken froni center to circumference
with the shock of opposing armies, it this was
necessary that the land might be as our fathers
intepded it—a land of freedom—it all these
great armed risings of the people were a ne-
cessity, in order that civil and religlous liber-
ty might be established, how much more nec-
essary is this last peaceable rising ot the com-
mon people 1n connection with the grange,
wlilch, if successful, will save another season
of carnage and bloodshed. We shall have ac-
complished by votes if we succeed what must
be accomphshed by bullets if we fail. Let no
man underestimate the power we are contend-
ing against, for wealth, corruption and alove
of luxury, combined with the ignorance of the
common people, has been the destruction of all
free governments, and will eventually be the
destruction of this government, unless thig for-

.midable and groging power is checked or

crushed out by a united effort of the common
people. §

I know it is said by some perhaps well mean-
ing men that the grange Is trying to break up
the Republican party, and by designing and
ignorant men that we are aiming at the de-

struction of the country.. These, worthy Pa-

trons, are grave charges and any institution
having such evil purposes in view should and
must ultimately fall. But before admitting or
pleading guilty to such charges let-us examine
ourselves, “criticise our acts closely and see 1if
these charges are not mere assertions without
the shadow of a foundation. The grange is
not in any sense a political or party organiza-
tion. We are to put down corruption wher-
ever found; to reason together on the affairs
of the government and the things that make to
our benefit and the benefit of the whole coun-
try, and then as true citizens, untrammeled
by party, cast-our votes where, in our judg-
ment, we deem 1t best. 'Speaking religiously,
we are not: sectarian, yet the divine blessing
is invoked in opening: and closing the grange,
and our dependence on the Creator is acknowl-
edged by being diffused through all our works ;
and though we are not, strictly speaking, a
temperance organization, yet ifiour ritual, our
laws were lived up to all mankind would have
their rights.' There would be no corruption,
no sectional strite, no vice or intemperance,
and if we did not have the millenium—the lion
and lamb lying down together—we would have
‘something approaching thereto,

In conclusion, worthy Patrons, let me say |
'reterence | Dear]

some of my views

that these are som
T

.of the grange

.these newspapers,
Bu ;

‘at the Belknaps and othier cotrupt men, for

educated, enlightened, thinking peo

soning and acting together, will always
siich men from power and send’ honest and
true representatives fresh from the \people: to
take their places. Let me say further that,
though I am neither a prophet nor the son of

a prophet, 1 would .predict that if this coun-

try ever does fall it will be brought about by
the efforts of the moneyed aristocracy, corrup-
tion in high places, and the carelessness and ig-
norance of the common people; and let me say
of these common people, as in the time of dan-
ger they are the backbone and saving grace
in every country, so in acountry like ours,
the free institutions bequeathed to us by our
fathers, purchased at such a cost of treasure

and blood, ¢an only be blotted out of existence |

by a slavisn and tacit consent.

History of Maine Granges.

We take from the Dirigo Rural the following
brief history of Maine granges, written by
members :.

" CRYBTAL FOUNTAIN GRANGE,

Organized December 19, 1876. During the
year and a half of our brief existence as a
grange, we haye had a hard struggle to keep
our heads above water.
to see whether we should sink. or swim, but

were certdin we should sink. And it seémed’

to usas though our frail cratt must be swamped
by the opposing elements, but we kept steadily
on our course, and have, we hope, nearly out-
rode the storm,  Our sky begins to brighten,
and our sails expand with the gentle breeze of
prosperity, which'is waiting ‘us along quite
pleasantly at present. We have admitted four-
teen members, and expelled one; are adding
to our numbers weekly. There is a good de-
gree of interest manifested among members.
They are very punctual in their attendance, al-
80 in the payment of their dues. 'We have not
been able to engage1n trade yet, but hope the
time is not far distant when we may.
VICTOR GRANGE, '

.Organized October 29, 1874, with twenty-
nine charter members. Present number one
hundred and twenty-one. Admitted during
1877, by initiation, twenty; by dimit, two.
Kour have withdrawn and four dropped for
non-payment ot dues. Attendance generally
good. Have a paper once a month ; also have
discussions pertaining to the grange and farm.
Have been in trade on & small scale for three
years with about $500 capital; traded to the
amount of $2,000 lust year; have traded at the
state store since it first started and have found
it satisfactory so far. Think the Patrons ot
Maine should patronize this store not only with
trade, but by subscribing for stock, that it may
have ample means to work with,

DANFORTH GRANGE.

Organized February 15, 1876. Received two
new members last year; lost none by dimit,
expulsion or withdrawal. The members have
shown a fair interest. An occasional visit trom
a good lecturer would doubtless be a great help
to us. About half the time we have had quite
interesting literary exercises, Have lately
started in trade. Our plan of business is to
buy of our agent who sells us goods at five per
cent. above_cost. .

WHITE OAK GRANGE.

Organized August 25, 18756. Received five
members last year, and lost none. We have
kept up a pretty good interest which might be
still increased by using some systematic method
for securing a higher moral, mental and physi-
cal culture; something that would' admit of
lesson, stu&y and exercise; an arrangement
similar to the one found in many of the Sun-
day-school papers used in Sunday-schools.
Have traded seven months ; our members are
not unanimous in the expression of their ap-
proval—some are satistied, some are disgusted.
Our plan of business is an arrangement with
an agent who furnishes us with goods at a per-
centage above cost. Own a hall 26x4d feet;
built first in the fall of 1876 and was burned
and rebuilt in the fall of 18763 cost $1,000.
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Dropped from the Rolls for Non-Pay-
ment of Dues,

A peculiar feature of grange usage is the act
of a subordinate grange known as ‘drop-
ping from the roll.”” This i8 not the punish-
ment usually known ‘a8 suspension, nor is it
expulsion, and yet it may be considered either
or both. " It differs from suspension in this: A
member suspended can be restored only by the
act of the grange suspending him. Should he
be ‘‘dropped from the rolls’’ he can reinstate
himselt at any time by coming forward and
paying up his dues that had accrued before and
after the act ot dropping from the rolls. Itis
similar to suspension because until he rein-
states himself he is debarred all privileges. of
the order, and all affiliation as a member.

It differs from expulsion because the delin-
quent may reinstate himself, but it is expul-
sion or indefinite suspension, if the individual
chooses 80 to make it.

While it would be, perhaps, best that each
subordinate grange should adopt a law declar-
ing what shall constitute delitqjuency in the
payment of dues, and providing for notices to
be given delinquents, vet it is deemed suf-
ficient authority to visit this punishment ipon
all who’do not comply with the general. law
that each member shall pay regular dues into
the treasury of his or her subordinate grange.

Granges that have promptly and thoroughly
applied this remedy for delinquency have, as
a general rule, enjoyed a greater degree of
prosperity than others that carry somuch dead
weight,—Southern Husbandman., -

The Cincinnati Grange Bulletin says:: *‘1t is
reported that the executive committee of the
Indiana state grange, at'a meet.lnig Jjust held,
had under consideration the employment of
lecturers to revive the interest in the order,
but took no definite action with reference to
the matter because of the difficulty of secur-
ing such talent as will make the lectures of
permanent benefit to the order. It the com-
mittee command the funds to pay the actual
expenses of lecturers and a slight remunera-
tion for loss of time, we do not think the dif-
ficulty of getting such as will permanently ben-
efit the order is serious. But even though it
be serious, is the committee justified in mak~
ing no etfort to surmount 'it, :when the good
that able lecturers can do is unguestionably

great and very much needed o

A fact which the political newspapers mifht

ruminate with profif, i8 that, notwithstanding
the strength of the order as a political organ-
‘ization, one of ‘its members has the hardihood
to announce through a Patrons’ paper that he
will not vota for his state master, if that offi-
‘cial brother should become a-,'_oandl'dnte for po-

litical honors. = After reflecting for a time on

this tact, some leading articles on ‘‘the collapse
of the grange movement,” from the e
will be in order:

Outsiders stood aloof |

| so1l. . ]

HOROUGH CULTURE, |
* Read ‘Hope (Ohio) Grange,
by Jobn W. Widney.

My subject is education, not that education
whigh we are expected to receive:in our ado-
lescence at our various public schools, which are.
80 lavishly supported by the tax-payers of this
great state of ours, and ‘the advantages of
wlﬁich should be given to every child to the
fullest extent, even compelling ali to attend
long enough to acquire the rudiments of an
education, but that education in its broader
and nobler sense which teaches us that life is
a schoolin which ‘none: grow too old to learn.
But, more particularly, I wish to consider some
branches that might be more thoroughly. stud-
ied by us, members of a great brotherhood.
Let us Jearn to have more confidence in each
other. . Our interests are the same, and all
should work harmoniously together for mu-
tual profit and improvement.

We all have our failings, but let the mantle
of charity be thrown over them, and with a
faith ‘in each other labor with hope, and the
harvest will be great, adopting that old maxim
that ‘‘all are honest until proven dishonest.”
This will lead us the more readily to co-operate
together in many ways in the busines of life,
particularly it we educate ourselves to so high
a plane as to get out of that rut (which has.
been traveled so long by the farmers of this
country that they have about lost sight of each
other), that is, “every fellow for himselt, and
the devil take the hindmost.” Letus remenm-
,ber the story of the old man, his sons and the
bundle of rods—united we are poweif.l, single
we are very weak.

We would educate ourselves very materially
in our own profession, if we were 8o disposed,
and by an honorable ambition to excel, a little
heaithy and fraternal competition, some' ad-
vance. ‘could ' be made in’ “laying ‘our linds
straight and our furrows smooth.” Let us,
in a fraternal spirit, strive to rear the best
stock, the 'largest crops of corn and wheut,
.bake the best bread, and make the best butter,
and ' other products of the farm, orchard, and
%arden, and let us not forget our wsthetic tastes,

ut devote some time and space to the culture
of flowers. They are the poetry of nature,
the refiners of the human race. They are ev-
er welcome, either in. sickness or health, and
load the breezes with their sweet perfume, and
enhance the value and add to the beauty and
enjoyment of our homes. Let the schoolmas-
ter be abroad in this particular, and as each
recurring spring rolls around, let the sisters
appoint a day for the exchange of seeds and
slips, as many granges are doing, and learn
each other the best. mode of cultivating these
beauties of creation, that gratity the finer feel-
ings of our nature.

Then, againu, why not edacate ourselves in
the grange in reading, music, and by writing
essays on suitable topics? Many granges are
doing this. An occasional atternoon or even-
ing isdevoted to reading selections from Shake-
speare, or some stundard author, interspersed
with essays, music and social enjoyment. Can-
not we do the same?

1t was once my good fortune to hear one of
the most celebrated actors of the present time
play Hamlet, I had often read it, and heard
it read, I thought but I was badly mistaken
I had never heard it read so as to interpret its
meaning before. The ‘so'iloquy.”” ‘“reflec-
tions on Yorick’s skull,” his interview with
his mother, and other scenes, had a new in-
térest as rendered by him. [ had oftemn heard
that familiar old song, ‘“‘Swanee ribber,” but
when 1 heard Miss Emma Abbott sing it a few
nights since, at the opera house, I am free to
confess that I had not been aware ot what an
amount ot sweet, pathetic melody is contained
in that simple old plantation song. That we
all cannot be Barretts, or Miss Abbotts, I ad-
mit; but, nevertheless we all have talents, and
voices that can be wunderfully improved b
education, and the improvement of these ta{
ents will the better fit us to onjoy, and to con-
tribute to the enjoyment of the society in
which we move.

We all owe something to society, and we
should educate ourselves in its rules, which
are much the same the world over, so that, no
matter in*what class of respectable society we
may be placed, that ease of manner and digni-
ty will prevail that always goes with a thor-
ough knowledge of good breeding, and the
rules of etiquette, .

Again, let us éducate oarselves, and those
aroundntshat honest labor is honorable. 1t will
be a hopeful sign when sawing wood or split-
ting rails, will be looked upon as more respect-
uble than voting subsidies to railroads in the
United States senate, or absconding with the
deposits of ajsavings bank; when the man
who follows the plow or the reaping machine,
and adds to the wealth of his country by man-
ual labor is considered—from the presidential
mansion down—worthy of the same respect
and recognition as the man who sells dry goods,
prescribes a dose of pills, practices law in the
county ocourts, or even a railroad wrecker like
Jay Gould, Tom Scott or the late: Jim Fisk.
A great stride will have been made towards re-
taining our young people on our farms, when
the people of this country instead of despising
farm labor, and looking upon the young couple
who settle upon a farm as consigning them-
selves to a mild form ot purgatory, will look
upon agriculture as the first and best profession
of man. God in the beginoning made it hon-
orable ; it 18 our duty to sustain it as such.

You may think that the picture is overdrawn,
that the facts will not sustain the argument,
but I ask you, are not the sentiments of three-
fourths of the young people of to-day averse
to farming as a profession? = And the statistics
conclusively show that the population of our
cities and towns 18 increasing much more rap-
idly than the agricultural population, and why
is it the boy that can get nothing else to do
tarms ? The young'lady when nothing better
offers, marries a farmer. : :

€111 fares the 1and,' to hasten ills a prey,

Where wealth accumulates, and men decay;
Princes ani lords may flourish, or may fade;

A breath can make them, as a breath has made;
But a bold peasantry, their country’s pride,
When once destroyed, can never be supplied.’’

Finally, my {riends, let us learn from that
book which our Great Mastér above has spread
like an open
nature. ' No class has such grand opportunities
for studying it as we, We should study the
nature and the elements that enter into the
composition of the plants and. esculents’ that
we cultivate, so that we may the better know
what, where and when to plant; and not plant
corn, for instance, where a proper knbw&dge
of the chemical constituents necessary to pro-
duce a crop, satisfies us are not found in the

. Let us learn that under the present style of
farming, our land 18 yearly Towing poorer;
the natural fertility of our soil is decreasing;
the products of our farms show, decade by de-
cade, a diminished return, and that nature’s

laws’ cannot be thus ruthlessly violated, with-
ont paying the penalty ; that constant drawin

‘out without making any adequate return, wi
€ exhaust even natur reat, treas-

‘| mission to the. popular will.

age before us—the great book:

'-\@‘-%hp rocks | Uni
ds of spring,

reach—let our aims be high-‘‘whatever we at-
tempt to do strive to do well,”” ‘‘and departing
leave behind us footprints on the sands of
time,” the fragrance of a good ‘name, and a
well epent life as a legacy to our posterity,

The Grange Plan Growing in Favor.

Out of the commercial toil and trouble ‘and
failures which have characterized the last five
years, there seems likely to emanate at least
one good result—the simplification of the com-~
mercial system. Until quite lately the tenden-
cy has been in the opposite direction. The
methods of doing business have grown more
and more complete. The economical principle

of division of labor has been carried too far
and separated into distinct callings branches of
labor which are better associated. For instance,
there has come into existence, in recent years,
what are known as “commission brokers,”” and
they now form a numerous and busy class,
Before they sprang up commission ‘merchants
used to trade among themselves and with their
outside customers—millers, malsters, distillers
and the like—directly. Now, in place ot dofn
80, they 