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A8 Oouy forefathers were

over this instrument, and were

E Yiel 3 va e 1 - 2 N " o 3 A + PR B e A < SA A A s+ - I <
bending their talent and best strength to perfect it, they realized

that time must cl ys, and that change in manners and custons
mist be accompanied by a corre L change in the laws and rules

wvhich govern iy. "~ But, while law muast change with

-+ J

Nammers and custo there are certain principles that are and

Aave been common to man in all ages, and man's nature is such that

-+ Wt




it is probable

principles that

the constitu
those principle
builds
containing only

my -~
ine

number of subordina

constitution.

A

A CONst

10 alter. Tt

contained in it

the very 1:

State favoring

They will go to

9+
l'l.-a

3 tnat wou

Thus they attempted to

Iy . B!
na the be but a develop
L ATy W] 1
form the of the present.

sought

t0 embody

on which

. ST
LTUTt10

R o | SR TN A 3 v P ey 3 SR LA T
1eral government of the United States

mmonwealths. Bach of

jis:
=)
(o}

b
|
—
w
71

the United States constitutions The

- - - 2
1S a o on the same principles
s LS a verv. dit

18 30 he
s 2110, e
2 yrder to nrevent 3 Y\
=5 84 rielx LU DIeVeIlL JdIiy
/
5.2 s e = . 4 el
A= - + . -~ A X - + 4
54 mE A t to amend a constitutio

required to

unless

radical

NAS
PA0)

4

ment the

The framers of

in., 16 only

the future must

n concise,
is made up of a
commonwealths

but

tate,

which is
constitutions of
as the national
instrument

f3eunlt

government is

Secondly, it is
changes
11.on account or
Itds

favor at.

electors in a

and forget to

do not care enough to bhother witn




2

The provisions for amendments 5 1 o 3 3
I lons Ior amendments in the early constitutions
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1. Ala. 2/3 of sach house. General assembly. Not reguired.
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statistics show that in thirty-six of the
states either house may propose amendments; in six, the general
assembly; while in one (Comnecticut) the house alone can exercise
this duty. In none is this function left wholly to the senate.

the states, Kentucky and New Hampshire, the constitution
be altered only by convention: so this, as well as several other
phases of our subject, cannot apply to them.

The necessary vote in the legislature, before a proposition
for amendment can be submitted to tine people varies greatly.
Thirteen states regquire a two-thirds vote of all the members
elected to each house: six, a two-thirds vote in each house; two, 2a
majority of each house: fifteen, a2 majority of all members elected to

each house; two, three-fifths of each house; two, three-fifths of all

members elected to each house; two, a two-thirds voie in each house;

@

while one (Massachusetts) regquires in the senate a majority of those
present, and in the house, two-thirds of those voting. Thirty-seven
of the states require the vote in the legislature to be by yeas and
Nnayse

Nearly all the states require that amendments, before they

become valid, must be submitted to the people for their approval.

Only one (Delaware) does not require this. The vore of the eleciors
to adopt, however, varies in the different statese. Twenty-four
require that they shall be ratified by a majority of those voting

on the amendment: eight reguire a majority of those voting at the
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election at which the amendment is voted ony four reguire a majority
of the electors of the state; One, simply that it be approved by the
electors; ome (Connecticut) requires that they shall be approved in
town meetings by a majority; onme, as befor: stated, does not submit
amendments to the electors; while one reguires three-fifths of those
voting on the amendment to favor; and three, a majority of thne elec
electors voting for representatives at that election.

In thirty-one of the states, their constitutions provide for
cailing constitutional conventions to revise or amend their
congstitutions, while in the other fourteen, no such provision is made.

Before an amendment is submitted to the people, it is
required, in most cases, that it shall be for some time previous
Published in one or two papers in each county of the state. Twenty-
three states require that they shall be published three months prior
1o the next election; two, six months; three, itwo months; three,

four week

s8: one, Six weeks; two, twelve weeks; eight do0 not reguire
that they be published, while three reguire that they shall be
published prior to election, but do not state the time.

The number oFf amendments that can be subnmitted at a time is
not limited in forty-one of the states; while in three not more then
three can be subnitted. One state allows but one amendment to an
article at a time4 and further regquires that amendments cannot be

submitted oftener than once in four years. In twenty-seven states,

separate vote on each amendment is required, while in eighteen it is
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either not regquired or i
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left to the legislature.

In fourteen state

S5, an amendment that has been proposed and

gagsed the legislature
P g

must then be refferred to, and pass the next
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legislature to be chosen, before it is submitted to the people for

their approval or

\
)
e
=

In one state (South Carolina) after
amendment has been approved by the people, it must be again submitted
to the legislature and passed by a two-thirds vote.

From the

g, we might write out what seems to suit the

najority of minds as to the method of amending constitutions. The

following is what we gete It is the amendment article to the

(&}

constitution of the state of Washington, which is the only state

cons

tion that answers the requirements shown by the foregoing

statisties to be the majority mind of the people:

cection 1l. Any amendment or amendments to this consti-

I f the legislature, and, &£

fution may be proposed in either branch of
the same shall be agreed to by two-thirds of the members elected to
each of the two houses, such proposed amendment or amendments shall be
entered in their jouwvrnals, with the ayes and noes thereon, and bhe
submitted to the gualified electors of the state for their approval,
at the next general election, and if the people approve and ratify
such amendment or amendments, by a majority of the electors voting
thereon, the same shall become part of this constitution, and pro

Proclamation thereof shall be made by the governor: Provided, That,

if more than one amendment be submitted, they shall be submitted in




such a manner that the people may vote for or against such

amendments separatelye. The legislature shall also cause the
amendments that are to be submitted to the people to be published for
at least three months preceding the election, in some weekly
newspaper in every county where a newspaper is published thruout the
state.

Section 2. Whenever two-thirds of the members elected to
each branch of the legislature shall deem it necessary to call a con
convention to revise or amend the constitution, they shall recommend
to the electors to vote at the next general election for or against

a convention, and if a majority of all the electors voti at said

election shall have voted for a convention, the legislature shall,

©

at the next session, provide by law for calling the same' and such
convention shall consist of a number of members not less than that of
the most numerous branch of the legislature.

Se

such convention
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ubmitted to and adopted by

Shall have no validity until it has been s

the people.




