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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Research Problem and Need for Study
Justification for this study was stated succinctly by

Stevens, who concluded that of the 2,700 black newspapers
started in this country "there is not an adequate published
institutional study of any of them, nor of their aditors."l

He saild that until the 1960's '"blacks were as invisible in
journalism history as in other history. . "2 The lack of
interested in the black press is also indicated in back files
of Journalism Quarterly, which until 1963 had published only
two such articlea.3 Stevens maintained that journalism
history textbooks have done ''almost nothing"” with the black
press, and even the Columbia Journalism Review largely ignored
it until 1970.%

Wolseley listed 36 books and monographs concerned
primerily with black journalism.’
during or following 1960. Only seven were published before
1960, This is but another indication of the paucity of

Twenty~two were published

research on the black newspaper and the black editor.
The purpose of this study, which will help fill in

this vold referred to by Stevens and others, is to report on
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the 1ife and work of Roscoe Dunjee, an important black news~-
paper editor who published the Oklahoma City Black Dispatch
from 1914 to 1955. There is little doubt that Dunjee and his
newspaper are worthy research subjects. One historian called
him the "most interesting and perhaps the most influential
black man in Oklahoms history."® A white Oklahome City civic
leader recalled that Alfalfa Bill Murray, former governor and
one of Dunjee's favorite editorial targets, had said that the
black editor was “100 years ahead of his time."’ Wolseley
said Dunjee was an entrepreneur who may have been responsible
for the now popular phrase, “black is beautiful," because he
had suggested many years earlier that Negroes should be proud
of their color.®

Dunjee was constantly on the firing lines fighting
for justice gnd equality for blacks. He was a member of the
executive council of the Agsociation for the Study of Negro
Life and History, was president of the National Negro Business
League for two terms, and was vice-chairman of the Southern

9 A national director of the

Conference for Human Welfare.
Mational Association for the Advancement of Colored Feople,

he organized the Oklahoma Conference of Branches of the NAACP,
the first organization of its kind in the United States. He
wag an organizer of the (Oklahoma Commission for Interracial
Cooperation, serxving five years as its secretary. He organized
the Oklahoma State Negro Business League, remaining as presi-
dent for five years. Specific accomplishments by Dunjee as

an editor, reporter and leader of the Negro community, are



resexrved for later chapters.

Method

Every effort was made to gather most information from
primary sources. These sources were Dunjee's writings, on
microfilm at the Oklahoma Historical Society building in
Oklahoma, and two persons who knew him at least as well as
anybody and who worked with him at the Black Dispatch. Most
secondary sources were newspaper articles and editorials
written about Dunjee.

A form of content analysls described by Holsti was
used to determine Dunjee's preoccupations as an aditor.lo
Holsti maintsined content analysis is one of the best research
techniques for analysts whose subject is decreased, in which
case the subject is studied through the record of his activi-
ties, through what his contemporaries said about him, or
through his writings.

The form outlined by Holati is a systematic process
of categorizing the major themes of editorials. A single
qualitative judgment was made of each editorial without tabu-
lating the frequency with which any content attribute or
symbol appeared. The findings, however, were reported quanti-
tatively., Holsti defined this form of content analysis as a
technique for making inferences objectively and for
systemically identifying specified characteristics of
messages.

The universe for this portion of the study was all
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editorials appearing in the Black Dispatch written by Dunjee
during his editorship. The first editorial of every fifth
issue published during Dunjee's editorship was selected in
the sample. If, in a selected {gsue, the first editorial
was not written by Dunjee, the following issue's first edi-
torial was used. Holsti supported this sampling procedure
as long as the material was collected on a systematic basis.
Selected editorials were categorized on a pre-printed form.
Notes were taken on the same form, to be used as a guide for
further search into the files, since information taken only
from the selected editorials would be insufficient for exten-
sive reporting. Free lance searching was necessary to gather
material for all chapters except the one which categorizes
the editorial themes.

To gat a ‘'feel" for the types of editorial themes
present, the writer made a preliminary search of the files
for information on which to establish categories. During the
course of the research, themes were added to the sampling
form as they appeared.

Following the preliminary examination of the files,

a hypothesis was developed: The Black Dispatch was estab;‘
1ished as a “cause" newspaper, and its founder and editor was

preoccupied with one overriding issue~-equality for Negroes.11

Definitions

Traditionally, researchers have agreed on a general

definition of a black newspaper, as summarized by de Fnlice.lz
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He concluded that blacks must own and manage the publication,

the newspaper must be intended for black readers, and it must
"gerve, speak and fight for the black minority." Definition

of categories used in the content analysis is deferred until
a later chapter.
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CHAPTER 11
BLACK PRESS TN AMERICA

This chapter has been slanted in the direction of the
black press as an institutional force in American life rather
than toward a review of individual black editors. Most
studies of the black press have dealt with such topics as
longevity of black newspapers, readership, numbers of papers,
influence of the papers on blacks, history, political posi-
tions taken by black papers, and the role of black newspapers
in the struggle for equality. This review is intended to
call attention to these studies, all of which contribute to
a better understanding of black editors and newspapers.

Bontrager pointed out that the black newspaper is
generally urban~based, and that black publications are char-

1 He

acterized by low circulations and high mortality rates.
also etated that black nswspapers do not attempt to cover all
the news, dealing instead with the problems and achlevements
of black people. In this respect, he concluded, they comple~
ment rather than compete against the white press. In a sur-
vey of black inner city residents of Syracuse, N.Y., & city
without a strong black local newspaper, Bontrager found that
a majority of blacks were readers of white newspapers--with

52.2 per cent of the adult population reading white newspapers



exclusively, and 25 per cent reading both black and white
newspapers.

Wolseley agreed that the black newspeper is a local
voice, pointing out that even so-called national black papers
have core circulations in the communities in which they are
priated.2 The black newspaper office may be a gathering place
for blacks, who meet to discuss mutual problems and concerns.
Stevens also believed that black papers constitute a supple-
mentary pxess.3

It is evident that politics has been ilmportant to
black newspapers. Robinson reported that blacks never became
politically active prior to establishment of the black presu.A
Blacks were victims of almost total repression prior to the
founding of the black papers and were restrained from "all
but indirect or non~political expression of their passions
and resentments,” Robinson said.

Dann noted that Negroes didn't begin to realize the
importance of politics to their race until the end of the
Civil War, for the first time seeing politics as a mechanism

5

by which they could achieve equality.” From the start black

editors were staunchly Republicans, and they maintained their
allegiance to the Republican party well into the 20th century:

As the black man's faith in the political system
and his loyalty to the Republican party were used time
and again to deprive him of any semblance of self-
determination and as his rights as a citizen were con-
tinually eroded, the black press reflected his efforts
toward winning immediate objectives in education,
employment, and politics., Though independent political
action was proposed by more daring black editors in the
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18708 and 1880s, the tendency was successfully resisted,
and black people remained (when they could) Republicans,
Black editors who were, almost without exception,
Republicans (and who were often supported by the
Republican party), struggled to consolidate gains and
power in their party and called on party leaders to
renounce thelr racism and hypocrisy.

When black people began to advance substantially,
white people became more hostile and repressive. They
instituted a reign of terror, sanctioned by law and
custom. . . . With the symbol of the Republican party
as the part of emancipation strongly embedded in their
experiences, black people went to the polls only to be
refused the ballot and, if they persisted, to be
murdered.,

Pride made one of the early contributions to the field
of black journalism research. He found that Negro newspapers
have been published without interruption since 1827, except
for a brief period after 1930.7 Thirty-two black newspapers
were launched from 1827 to 1862. Only three were begun during
the Civil War. Between 1865 and 1900, the number of black
papere established was 1,187. But the peak year was 1902,
when 99 were founded. Pride said many northern black newe-
papers sprang to life before elections, only to go out of
business shortly fellowing the voting. In addition, many
black papers were instruments of religious denominations,
with ministers serving as editors. Pride said Ayer Directory
of Publications classified the Baptist leader (1890-1908) at

Mobile, Ala., and the Christian Hope (1893-1915) at Birming-

ham, Ala., as ""Baptist and Republican.” Republicans often
subsidized papers in the south, but these, too, were short~
lived. Democrats, Pride said, never showed interest in the

black vote, and seldom got it.
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Aptheker contended the black press was influenced by

8 He cited a letter

business and politicians before elections.
from W. E. B. DuBois, & noted black leader, ridiculing
advertising contents of black papers. DuBols feared few in-
fluential whites read black papers and acknowledged that

money had been furnished black papers which printed certain
material and refrained from writing about particular matters.
DuBois appeared to be inferring that black editors took

bribes. Bain stated that the election of Franklin D, Roosevelt
and the development of his New Deal programs brought the

Negro in America to "see a new place for himself in our
national 1ife."
claimed national distribution-<Chicago Defender, New York

Amsterdam News, Pittsburgh Courier, and Baltimore Afro-

He studied four black newspapers which

American~-~to determine their resction to the various New
Deal programs.

The newspapers were favorable to the New Deal admin-
istration, wmainly for its interest in housing, relief and
public works projects. While little mention was made of
labor relations legislation, the Fair Tabor Standards Act
(wage and hour law) drew wide newspaper support because it
was believed the Negro would begin to enjoy a better standard
of living. Bain said the Negro press in the New Deal years
assumed a role of double critic: eriticizing the government
on one hand when it was seen in the wrong; on the other hand,

criticizing the Negro commmnity when it did not make its
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demands known forecefully enouvgh. After asserting a politi-
cal independence in 1932, when Roosevelt defeated Herbert
Hoover, a majority of both the Negro votere and of the four
newspapers supported the reelection of Roosevelt in 1936,

Most black press criticism against FDR came when it crusaded
for a permanent Fair Employment Practices Commission. The
president established the commission by executive order.

Van Auken pointed out that the black press' enthusiasm
for the New Deal did not carry over into the 1948 presidential
election involving Fresident Truman and Covernor Dewey of

New York.lo

Most of the larger black newspapers supported
Dewey, but a majority of black voters supported Truman.
However, the important factor was that Negro voters had
apparently helped swing a presidential election for the first
time in history.

Van Auken felt reasone for the Independence of the
Negro vote could be partially explained. While the Negro
prees failed in its attewpt to win readers over to Dewey, it
focused attention upon the anti-discrimination issues of the
post-war era, When election day came, Negro and white voters
alike decided to vote on the basgis of what they believed to
be in their interest. The white press also had supported
Gov. Dewey.

Van Auken noted that the attitude of the Negro press,
while divided in its loyalties to the major parties, was
united against Henry Wallace, the 1948 third party candidate.
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fhe found that neither the blzack press nor the black voter
took Wallace seriously., It was also coneluded thai pollege~-
which showed Dewey leading~--did not take Into consideration
the trend in Negro voting patterns and failed to include a
proportionste number of blacks among their respondents.
This research raises questions as to whether black papers

influenced black voters. The Cleveland Call and Post

supported Dewey but resaders went for Truman, The Pittsburgh
Courier supported Dewey but the city's black voters preferred
Truman. Fhiladelphia blacks voted decisively for Truman,

while the Tribune backed Dewey. The Amsterdam News supported

Dewey but Harlem voters rejected the governor at the polls.
Similar trends were noted in Kansas City, Milwaukee, St. Touils,
and dakland.

Stevens found that most black newspaperg emphasize
racial harmony more than raclal conflict and that there is
a lack of interest among Negroes of all-white news and inter-
national news.ll Schneider reported blacks don't trust

12

white newsmen. Block said blacks tend to show dictrust

and dielike for the "establishment' media, being more eager
to accept advice from black friends and the black oriented

13 Behling studied black newspapers in South Cerolina

media,
and found (1) they were short-lived, (2) they did not conform
to accepted standards of journalistic competence, and (3)
they were financially weak because white merchants wouldn't

14

advertise 1f the papers fomented raclal strife. Wolseley

said black newspapers remain the primary source of the black
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man's information and comment. Similar views were expressed
by an official of the H&ACE.IS Henry Lee Moon concluded that
blacks "still look to the Negro press for their side of the
story and for an interpretation of the news that affects
their vital interests."16 Valarie Myers, a former editor
of & black newspaper in Syracuse, N.Y., declared blacks
would not know who they are nor what is happening in theilr
fight for full citizenship if it were not for the black
press.

Frazier saw the black press in a different light
than many writers who have researched black journalism. He
maintained the black press perpetuates 'the world of mske-
believe"” for the black welleto-do.l” In such role, Frazier
said, the black press does not speak for the rank and file
Negro:

8ince the Negro press has always claimed that one

of its functions was to present to the world a proper
picture of the Negro, it has naturally placed much
emphasis upon the achievements of Negroes. However,
the reports which the Negro press has given concerning
Negro achievements are primarily an attempt to compen-
sate for the collective inferiority of the Negro,
especially of the black bourgeoisie. Consequently,
the significance which the Negro press attributes to
these achievements generally has little relation to
the world of reality outside of the world of make-
believe into which the black bourgeoisie has found an

escape. . . . It is more often the petty achievements
of living Negroes that are raggrted as 1f they were of

great importance. . . in t gro press mere police
magistrates become judges.
Despite the fact the black press has been a dominant
force in black soccial, economic and political progress,

Keech is not certain that blacks will ever obtain justice:
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The tragedy of American racial history is that it
has left thﬂ Ne%ro with more problems than men of
goodwill are able to solve. . . . The most frustrating
problem of the American Ra§ro in politics is that even
if policymakers were totally responsive to Negro
demands, it is not at all clear that they have it in
their power to eliminate the inequality with which
three and a half centuries gf digcrimination have
saddled the American Negro.19
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CHAPTER III
BLACK PAPERS: ANSWER TO RACISHM

To understand why Roscoe Dunjee established a black
newspaper in Oklahoma, it is necessary to examine the social
and political conditions existing in the state at that time.
This chapter will also present a brief history of hlack
journalism in Oklshoma.

Discrimination Abounds

Oklahoma statehood in 1907 melded two areas~-~Oklahoma
and Indian Territories--into a western state that practiced
gsouthern-styled segreg&tian.l As in the South, Oklahoma
rastricted suffrage and segregated public conveyances. Once
considered a haven for mistreated blacks, Oklahoma was to
become the opposite. Its whites had no intention of accept-
ing blacks as equals. Discord between blacks and whites in
the territories began with the "Run of '89," when the federal
government sanctioned the first great opening of land in the
central part of what was to become Oklahoma.

Instrumental in the migration of Negroes into the
area during this period was an aggressive black newspaperman
from Kansas, William 1. Eagleson., He owned the American
Citizen of Fort Scott, Kansas, and the Kansas Herald of
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Tcpeka.z Eagleson sent word to Negroes in southern cities
in 1889:

There never was a more favorable time than now
for you to secure good homes in a land where you will
be free and your rights respected., Oklahoma is now
open for settlement. The soil is rich, the climate
favorable, water abundant and there is gleaty of
timber. Make a new start. Glve yourselves and {0ux
children new chances in a new land, wherg you will
be able to think and vote as you please.

The Topeka American Citizen, another black paper,
had alerted blacks to prospects in Oklahoma in 1888:
Let every colored man who wants 160 acres of
land get ready to occupy some of the best lands in
Oklahoma, and should it be opened up, there ig no
reason why at least 100,000 colored men and women
should not settle on 160 acres of land each and thus
establish themselves so firmli in that territory that
they will be able to hold thelr own from the start. . . .
Let every colored Amexican keep his eye on Oklahoma
and when the opening alarp shall have been scunded,
move forward and take it.
It is noteworthy that Eagleson followed his own
advice, moved to Indian Tevritory, and edited the Langston
city Her&ld.s

Another Topeka paper, the Colored Patriot, also

6 Even a

proposed Oklashoma as an exclusive black territory.
New York black paper, the Globe, was enchanted by the idea,
It explained that Oklahoma was inhabited by Indians and
Negroes who had been slavee of Indlans and that they had
lived together since emancipation. '"They (Negroes) are
believed to be entitled to a considerable portion of the
land in Indian Territory, and application has been made to
the government for an investigation and decision upon their

claims," wrote the editor, who said Indiang had failed as
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”agrieulturists."?
E. P. MeCabe, a former Kansas state auditor, cobtained
a 320-acre tract of land east of Guthrle 1n Indlan Territory
and a black community named langston sprang to life in
1890.8 It remains a predominstely black commnity today.
An advertisement in the langston City Herald called langston

ud It said

the "only distinctively Negro city in America.
Langston was founded October 22, 1890, by McCabe, and urged
Negroes to select 40, 80, or 160 acres, drive a stake, cut
timber for a house and "do a little plowing" that will show
others the land was occupled. The paper sald the home~
steader should file an affidavit and pay his fee of 56 for
40 acres, 37 for BC acres, or 314 for 160 acres. By 1892
the ambitious McCabe still had high hopes for Negross in
Oklahoma and Indian Territories, saying that within a few
years '‘Congress would have two Negro senators" from Okla-

10 In 1890 Negroes were approximately 4.1 per cent of

homa.
the population of Indian and Oklahoma Territories. By 1900
they represented 7 per cent of the population, or 53,684
people out of nearly 800,000.

Negroes were still pouring into the territories by
1906. Those in the south were being told by the }Muskogee
Cimeter, a black newspaper, that Indian Territory was “the
best country on earth.' Negroes totaled 8.3 per cent of the
population and owned three million acres of land in Oklahoma
in 1910. By the turn of the century, blacks had begun moving

into cities instead of to farms, Black home ownership in
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urban areas increased 148.% per cent between 1900 and 1910.
A1falfa 8111 Murray, president of Cklahoma Constitutional
Convention expressed concern for the changing Negro popula~
tion. He opposed "irresponsible hordes of worthless Negroes
around our cities and towns."

The proposed Oklahoma constitution, opposed by
Negroes, guaranteed Indians the right to vote but excluded
blacks.11 Cenerally it implied s special and inferior status
for blacks. When voters approved a constitution on
September 17, 1907, the stage was set for years of legal
entanglement Involving Negroes and state government.

Soon after the De@ocratic~cantrolled legislature had
been sworn in, a bill was presented that would segregate
the railway system in Oklahoma, While the new constitution
did not call for segregation of public conveyances, it
didn't shut the door on future legislation that would have
the same results. The bill passed easily, and the U.S.
Supreme Court affirmed the constitutionality of the Jim Crow
legislation in November of 1914, shattering at least for the
moment any hopes blacks may have had for falr and equal
treatment.

When Republicans made a political surge in 19508, a
confused Oklahoma electorate enascted the "grandfather

nll

clause. It allowed poor and illiterate whites to vote

13 Under

while excluding blacks of the same soclal class,
the clause, a resident of Oklahowa not qualified to vote

could do so if his ancestor had voted prior to 1866, when



21
Negroes were enfranchised., Ruled conmstitutional by the
Oklahoma Supreme Court, the clause brought the NAACP into
one of its firet legal disputes. The NAACP pursued the case
of an Oklahoma Negro voter who had brought about the in-
dictment of some election officials for refusing to allow
him to vote. For nearly seven years many Negroes were
restricted by the grandfather clause, finally getting relief
in June, 1915, when Chief Justice Edward D. White, a
goutherner, handed down a U.S. Supreme Court decision that
invalidated it. The verdict read in part:

It is true it (grandfather clause) contains no
express words of an exclusion, from the standard which
it establishes, of any persons on account of race,
color, artg?uvious condition of servitude prohibited
by the 15th amendmerit, but the standard itself in-
herently brings that result to existence, since it is
based purely on a period of time before enactment of
the 15th amendment and mokes that period the, controlling
and dominant test of the right of suffrage,lé

Following this decision in 1915, Oklahoms did not stop

trying to circumvent the l4th and 15th amendments. The legis-
lature immediately passed a bill providing that 21l persons who
were already regilstered should remain qualified voters, but

all others would have to register within a 12-day period or
remain forever barred from vutiug.is A black who wag barred
from voting following the 12-day period brought a lawsuit
which eventually reached the U.S. Supreme Court. In 1939,
nearly 25 years after the bill was passed, the court re-
pudiated the Oklahoma law, ruling that the 15th amendment
nullified all modes of discrimination. And so it was that

Oklahoma was still attempting to deprive blacks of equality
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when Roscoe Dunjee entered the scene as editor of the Black
Dispatch in 1914.

Black Press in Oklahome

The birth of the black press in Oklahoma came at a
time when blacks were converging on the state and whites were
hoping they would leave., Negro journalism was born in
Indian Territory in 1890 with establishment of the Langston
City Harald.lﬁ Oklahoma may have had ag many as 85 black
papers. However, most were short-lived, almost on a "here
today, gone tomorrow’ basis. The Oklahoma Historical Soclety
has identified the following black papers: Black Dispatch,
Tulsa Eagle, Oklahoma Guide, Pecples Elevator, Oklahoma

Safeguard, Langston City Herald, Langston Western Age,
Oklahoma Church and State, Muskogee Cimeter, Dispensation,

Southwesterner, Muskogee Stax, Saturday Evening Tribune,
Tattler, Weekly Progress, Muskogee lantern, Boley Progress,
Boley Beacon, Boley Informer, Boley News, Bookertee Search-
light, Castle News, and Clearview Patriarch.’

In addition to these newspapers, Dunjee, who often

reminisced about black journaliem in Oklahoma, mentioned
several others.}® 4 friend, CG. N. Perkins, owned the Guthrie
Guardian. In 1908, Arthur Smitherman, started the Tulsa
Star, which Dunjee called the first black Democratic news-
paper in the state.

Dunjee remembered that Smitherman had been considered
"a trajitor to his race" because he was a Democrat. After
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the Star was destroyed by fire during race riots in 1921,
Smitherman fled Tulsa and contacted Dunjee from Checotah,
Oklahoma, asking for money on which to leave the state.
Dunjee said he wired the money.

Theodore Baughman founded the Tulsa Eagle, still in
existence, after Smitherman left Tulsa. Oklahoma City's
firet black newspaper was the Oceldental lLighthouse, pub-
lished by J. D. Randolph, whom Dunjee identified as the
first principal of separate schools in the city. When this
paper died, John C. Leftwich started the Western World. Then
C. N. Moran launched the Qklahoma Gagette while Rev. W. H.
Jernigan and William Harrison founded the (klahoms Tribuns,
Dunjee felt Jernigan and Harrison devoted too much space to
Baptist news at the expense of other denominations. The
paper was short-lived, as were many black newspapers of that
day. Joseph Abbey launched another paper, also called the
Tribune. He was a Methodiat minister and Dunjee recalled
that he had made the same mistake that had caused the death
of the earlier Tribune. Abbey printed news about his denom-
ination while omitting news of other religious groups. The
Tribune was scld to Melvin Chisum who was to figure in

Dunjee's entry into the newspaper business. .’
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CHAPTER IV

BIRTH OF THE BLACK DISPATCH

This chapter will discuss the early years of Roscoe
Dunjee's life and events leading up to establishment of the
Black Dispatch.

Dunjee's Early Years

Dunjee was born June 21, 1883, at Harper's Ferry, Va.,
the son of John Willism and Lydia Ann Dunjee.® He had &
brother, Irving, and three sisters, Ella, Drusilla, and
Bl&nch&.z The elder Dunjee, a Baptist minister, had fled to
Canada at the age of 27 through the Underground Railroad, a
secret escape system used by southern blacks for fleeing
oppression. Dunjee's master had allowed him to work as a

3 After getting per~

houseboy for Governor Wise of Virginia.
mission to visit his family in New Kent County, John Dunjee
instead made contacts necessary for escaping into Canada.
Following the war, sometime between 1866 and 1882,
Dunjee became financial agent for Storer College in Harpex's
Ferry. In 1882 he established the Harper's Ferry Msssenger--
"{mpelled by the earnest and often repeated requests coming
from many who are deeply interested in the elevation of our

(the long and much oppressed) race, and the public welfare
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at large.“& There is no record to indicate when the paper
died, but it was probably short-lived.

Dunjee and Frederick Douglass, famous black orator
and newspaper editor, sat in the first civil rights conven~

tion held by ﬂagroes.s

In the early 1880s Douglass delivered
the dedicatory address at Augusta, Ga., when Dunjee opened
the new Union Baptist Church for worship. Douglass, editor
of the North Star at Rochester, New York, who had also gone
to Canada to escape slavery, was Dunjee's house guest in
Minneapolis in 1888. The Dunjee family apparently moved to
Minneapolis from Augusta.

In Minneapolis, Dunjee established the Bethesda
Baptist Church. As an employee of the American Baptist
Missionary Society, it was Dunjee's responsibility to promote
that denomination's work in various sections of the country,
and the next stop was to be Oklahoma City, ia 1892. 1In a
few weeké he established the Tabernacle Baptist Church at
Third and Geary-G The date is unknown, but John Dunjee soon
homesteaded a quarter section of land on the southwest corner
of Northeast 10th and Bryant. Because of his interest in
education, he also helped establish Langston Univereity.?

Roscoe Dunjee was placed in the “elementary" depart-
ment at Langston, although he was approaching the age of
20.8
the eighth grade in 1903, he was notified of his father's
death, He returned to Oklahoma City, where the responsibility

Working in a print shop et lLangston while attending

for earning a living for his mother and a younger brother
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and sister fell on his shoulders. The family farm had been
providing vegetables for the Dunjees, and young Roscoe
decided to enlarge the operation and become a truck farmer,
selling directly to the public.

As if he weren't busy enough, Dunjee decided to
supplement the family income by becoming a bellhop at the
Stewart Hotel in Oklahoma City.g It was a job he found
"fairly lucrative.”" But he still wasn't satisfied with his
life, and began reading everything he could find sbout the
Pythian Grand lLodge, a Negro fraternal organization. Fascin-
ated by black fraternalism, Dunjee joined the Pythian Grand
Lodge and began lecturing in its behalf throughout the
state. He also enlisted new members, and his reputation as
an organizer grew. A

Traveling throughout Oklahoma also gave Dunjee an
opportunity to observe the conditions under which black
migrant cotton patch workers and black tenant farmers were
squeezing out bare livings. The problem was that no one
was pointing out the poverty conditions under which these
black families were living. Not only was the Negro unable
to earn & living wage, he was being restricted in hie travels
and deprived of other rights and personsl freedoms enjoyed
by whites. Thus, Dunjee began thinking seriously about
establishing a newspaper that could tell the Negro story and
reply to white racism.

Dunjee began developing intellectually as he studied
from & library left by his father, sold vegetables door to
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door and from the rear of a truck, worked as a bellhop, and
traveled for the lodge. And because working in the print
shop had given him a "hankering" for the newspaper business,
Dunjee had been submitting articles and editorials to local
newnpapars.lc Incensed at what he had seen during his
travels in the state, Dunjee became all the more determined
to start a newspaper.

Melvin Chisum and C. N. Moran were to figure
prominently in Dunjee's entry into the newspaper business,
Chisum had purchased the Iribune in Oklahoma City in 1914,
but it was doomed to failure in a few months, when the editor

overstepped his bounds.ll

A story appeared in the Tribune
stating that a baby had been born in a dormitory at Langston.
Dr. Inman Page, the university president, filed legal action
againet Chisum, who was forced to suspend publication.
Chisum ultimately sold the plant to Joseph Abbey. Meanwhile,
Moran had launched the Gagette, one of the newspapers for
which Dunjee had been submitting articles and editorials.

It was alleged in a Gazette special edition that
Chisum had written the story about the Langston dorumitory
birth to embarrass Dr. Page and to serve as a basis for his
r&m@val.lz The Gazette story infuriated Chisum, who
physically attacked Moran in the presence of Dunjee. The
bystander, who escaped Chisum's fury, wrote years later that
Chisum had died without knowing that he, Dunjee, and not
Moran, had written the article and that the wrong person had
been attacked. This episode served to increage Dunjee's
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fervor for owning a newspaper, and the opportunity was soon
to present itself,

Mrs. Olivia Abbey, Joseph Abbey's widow, wound up
with the Tribune printing equipment, but was in no position
to operate a business. A teacher in the Oklshoma City school
system, Mrs. Abbey decided to sell the business, located at
226 East First. She found a ready buyer in Dunjee, who
borrowed the 3500 purchase price and prepared to begin a
newspaper career with mortgaged property, no money, no build-
ing in which to house the machinery, and few customers.

Nunjee was to recall years later that he felt like
a person who "walked into the blackness of night" because

13 He said use of his

he had no formal journalism training.
father's library probally had as much as anything to do with

preparing him for entrance into the "newspaper game."

Punjee Froves Doubtexrs Wrong
The first black newspaper was founded nearly 90 years

before the first issue of the Black Dispatch was printed.14
"We wish to plead our cause. Too long have others spoken
for us," read the first editorial of Freedom's Journal in
1827. The world took little note of that statement, just as

it paid little attention to Roscoe Dunjee and his Black Dispatch.
Accounts differ on the year im which Dunjee started

his newspaper. Apparently not one for remembering dates,

Dunjee in some issues said it was 1914, while in others he

said it was 1915, The purchase was probably made in 1914,
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and he may have printed a handout for several months. In
any event, the first microfilm copy on file at the Cklahoma
Historical Society is dated September 21, 1917, Dunjee,
whose career spanned four turbulent decades, needed rescuing
before he had even named his paper. He got word to move the
equipment at once. Before Dunjee had time to panic, a
friend came to his rescue. The friend was Dr. ¥W. H. Slaughter,
a Negro physician who heard of his plight and offered free
space in the basement of a bullding at 300 East Second.ls
Dunjee accepted, but he didn't even have enough money to
move the machinery. Suddenly, he hit up a stroke of luck.
When workmen were tearing the walls from the building, they
accidentally knocked cement and other debris onto the print-
ing equipment. Dunjee was offered 3150 cash for the damages=-
money he used to move the equipment to Slsughter's building.
The money was heaven-sent, sald Nunjee, because the equip-
ment wasn't damaged. |

When pondering 2 name for the paper, Dunjee leaned
toward "black dispatch," a term used to identify a whisper
campaign in the cummunity.lé "I decided to dignify a slur,"
he wrote, "although people at first sssumed the title of the
paper was consonant with unreliability."” Quoting a poet, he
said "a rose by any other name is just as sweet, "L Dunjee
also recalled "people didn't like the name, and some, even
today (1920) do not like the editor. Some said the effort
would last only four weeks, and some said five; none, though,

ever got above five. . . . Well, we started, we bought a
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plant on credit and without knowing a composing stick from
a piece of head rule . ., M8 He commented that the Okla-
homa expression 'that's black despatch (sic) gossip" had
caused to be developed a psychology among Negroes that
their color is a curse and that there is something evil in

"19 ne wasn't upsat by black

their peculiar pigmentatiom.
skin, feeling Negroes should be proud to say: "I am a black
man.”" He could even joke about black skin. PFor example,
he editorialized that a Democratic convention was nothing
short of a "dark donkey m@eting."zo In 1923, he wrote that
black people were "dodging the word 'black' then, as now,
and so it was that the Black Dispatch started out fighting
from the front and from the rear . . "o}

Somehow, Dunjee managed to start operating on a cash
basis with Western Newspaper Unlon (WNU) for supplies and

for printing his "four forms,"2?

WNU contracted to print
his paper while Dunjee used the old press purchased from

Mrs. Abbey for job printing. WNU printed the Black Dispatch

for several years. The company forced Dunjee into a line
of credit of 3500 because it was losing money making so many
trips to Dunjee's shop delivering small amounts of supplies
for cash. WNU insisted on a credit basis so Dunjee could
order larger amounts of materials at a time.

The Dispatch remained in Slaughter's basement for 10

23 Dunjee pro-

years, before moving to 225 North Stlles.
claimed in 1937 that there was “not another city in America

claiming a Negro population of 15,000 where a Negro
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newspaper is published comparable with the Black Dispatch.
The occasion was the opening of the new Black Dispatch press~
room facilities, attended by 5,000 persons (Dunjee's

n2&

figures).

The editor had a few problems to cope with as he
began to operate the new plant. A union was attemwpting to
get Dunjee to hire three white pressmen to run the new 16~
page Goss Straightline Perfecting press.zs
wouldn't budge, saying he wanted to train blacks to do the

job, otherwise they would never learn the trade. UWhen the

But Dunjee

first issue was off the press~-plates on pages 1 and 6 were

reversed and had to be changed-~-Dunjee boasted that a class

of 12 had been graduated from 'Black Dispatch Univeraity."za
The paper had begun operation as a six-column "folio,"

and was published on S&turdays.27

By 1917, it was a con~-
ventional seven-column newspaper, expanding to eight columns
in 1931.%% punjee coumented in 1919 that the policy of the
paper ‘iz to exclude . . . immoral stories . . . that can

29 e gaid some black journals in-

serve no good purpose.
dulged in yellow journalism and wrote about crooks in the
race but that "enough of that can be found in the white
papers." By 1932, he was contending that "Negro journals
Berve an important place in the ranks of race progress.
While cowards within the race pussyfoot and Uncle Tom, the
Negro journalist takes & firm and certain stand upon every
question. Out in the front ranks of the battle he stands,

burning his bridges behind him. He never retreats, he never
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recants, he will not compramise.“30
By 1945, he was carrying this notation over
editorials:
An independent newspaper not bound by party
label; fighting for the political, economic and
social freedom of the Negro.
The Black Dispatch was a member of the Western Negro
Press Assoclation during its formative years and later sub-
scribed to the Assoclated Negro Press, which boasted of
having 112 member newspapers in 1922.31 As the years passed,
Dunjee added the Crusader Service, the Pacific Coast News
Buresu, and Preston News Service, among others. Today the
Black Dispatch is the oldest continuously published black

newgpaper in Oklahoma.
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CHAPTER V
DUNJEE'S EDITORIAL THEMES

A form of content analysis was used to describe and
summarize the editorial issues which mogt concerned Dunjee.
Four hundred and eleven editorials were selected for exam-
ination by the procedure described earlier. The theme of
the editorial was the recording unit. 1In cases where the
editor mentioned several themes, the writer recorded the
one he considered to be the overriding topic. The themes
of all editorials were summarized in 31 editorial theme
categories, listed below. Of the 31 theme categories, 13
dealt with eivil rights, four with politics, four with
black achievement, and 10 with other topics.

Explanation of Themes
(1) White brutality: Included comments on any type

of violence resulting from black-white confrontation, such
as lynchings, actions by all-white groups, alleged police
brutality, or other repressive measures that resulted in
violence or arrests of blacks.

(2) piscrimination by courts and/or law enforcement
officials: Included discussions by Dunjee involving alleged

blas by judges, courts or law enforcement officers where
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little or no violence occurred; generally, concerned in-
justices perpetrated by white authorities on blacks.

(3) Registration and/or voting discrimination:
Included comments by Dunjee about efforts by whites to keep
blacks from voting or registering, about election lawe, or
about political party anti-vote campaigns against blacks.

(4) Employment discrimination: Included discussions
about alleged unfair treatment of blacke in employment,
whether on a job or in regard to efforts to prevent Negroes
from working. It also included discussions about the Fair
Employment Practices Commission,

(5) Public accommodations discrimination: Included
discussions concerning discrimination of blacks in regard
to public conveyances, such as trains, buses, or streetcars,
or in regard to discrimination in public buildings, parks
or any other area normally considered existing for public
use. It also included comments about unfair laws (Jim
Crowism) that deprived blacks of equal opportunities to
share in tax financed facilities.

(6) Military discrimination: Included comments re-
garding discrimination in branches of the military, includ-
ing treatment accorded blacks by draft boards, discrimina-
tion by white szervicemen, or regarding military regulations
barring blacks from serving.

(7) Housing discrimination: Included editorial com~-
ments that deal with segregated housing, with court decisions
concerning housing segregstion, oxr with poor housing
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conditions of blacks in congested areas.

(8) Economic repression: Included discussions deal-
ing with white activity that kept blacke in poverty, pre-
vented blacks from getting fair market value for their
agricultural products, or any action by whites that kept
blacks from getting started in business in competition with
white enterprises. It also included activity by whites that
took unfair advantage of blacks in any business transaction,
such as the selling of oll leases and property.

(93 Discrimination resulting from states rights
philosophy: Dealt with comments ebout states rights and
repression which Dunjee alleged resulted from the states
rights political philosophy, or with discussions about
centralized forms of government being more beneficial to
Negroes.,

(10) School discrimination: Dealt with comments
about public schools, the separate but equal doctrine, or
any discussione that cited disadvantages faced by blacks
because of school segregation laws or policies.

(11) White racism (general): Concerned any civil
rights issue not included by the remainder of themes in this
category, namely: prevailing white prejudices of the day,
general opposition to desegregation, and white refusal to
give credit to blacke who achieved something worthwhile.

(12) biserimination by legislation, governmental
agencles and/or elected or appointed officials: Included
comments about white racism among officials at all levels
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of government, release of convicted white offenders by
white officials, legislative bias, unfair treatment of
blacks caused by alleged "American imperialism," or U.S.
government attitude toward black countries.

(13) White vs. white (racial overtones): Concerned
primarily with distrust among whites relating to racial
issues, inabllity of whites to govern themselves, white
opposition to officials who atteupted to assist Negroes,
or internal problems faced by white organizations such as
the Ku Klux Klan.

(14) Local politics: Concerned Oklahoma City polie-
tics, Dunjee's comments about local candidates, chavges in
local forms of government, election or defeat of candidates,
or corruption in local govermment (racism not the central
issue).

(15) State politice: Concerned political activity
outgide Oklahoms City but included state officlals, state
political parties, or action by politicians at the capitol,
or in other cities, such as Tulsa (racism not the central
issue).

(16) Mational politics: Involved comments on
national political figures or parties, national elections or
any discussions dealing with issues considered in & party
platform (racism not the central issue).

{17) International politics: Included comments
about internal problems of other countries, particularly
black nations, but also including military and political
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alliances and exploitation policies of other nations toward
black countries,

(18) Black entrepreneurship: Included comments
about black business, usually in form of encouragement to
blacks to enter some type of business to serve black people
or black enterprises.

(19) Black achievement, black history and black
heritage: Included comments about blacks who had been
succegsful in school, sports, busineass, or militaxy, and
discussions encouraging blacks to be proud of their heritage
and color.

(20) Black solidarity: Included discussions about
the importance of black togetherness, whether at the polls,
in racial matters, or in other issues, or comments about
racial unity and about blacks "staying together or hanging
together,' including the importance of organizations such
as the NAACP.

(21) Black-white cooperation: Dealt with areas
where blacks and whites worked together, and included com~
ments about white leaders who attempted to assist blacks in
knocking down racial barriers.

(22) Black patriotism: Concerned discussions about
obeying the law of the land, respecting the flag, and
defending the country in time of war.

(23) Black health: Dealt with health problems faced
by blacks znd included comments about whites or white organi«

gations that attempted to help or hinder blacks in the
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area of medical care.

(24) Black education (general): Dealt mainly with
black schools and efforts to upgrade them (integration is
not the overriding issue).

(25) bunjee's criticism of blacks: Included com~
ments unfavorable to blacks or black organiszations.

(26) Black press: Included comments about the
Black Dispatch or other black papers, favorable or unfavor-
able, on various issues.

(27) Black-white sexual relationships and inter-
marriage: Included discussions about white men who had
intimate relationships with black women. Also included
discussions of miscegenation.

(28) Prohibition: Dealt with comments about prohibi-
tion, favorable or unfavorable.

(29) Religion: Dealt with comments about religious
organizations, black or white, favorable or unfavorable.

(30) Communism: Concerned communiem and its tenets,
abroad or in the U.S5., favorable or unfavorable.

(31) Miscellansous: Dealt with iteme of no particu-
lar interest to the general public or not germane to the

problems of the Dunjee era.

Results of Content Analysis
Results of this study (as shown in Table 1) support

the hypothesis that Dunjee was preoccupied with equality and
justice for black people and that the Black Dispatch was a
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MAJOR EDITORIAL THEMES WITHIN CATEGORIES
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"eause" newspaper founded for the purpose of fighting for
black equality. Of the 411 Dunjee editorials reviewed, 164
or 40 per cent, evolved around civil rights issues. Nearly
10 per cent of these dealt with white racism. On specific
discrimination issues, he was more concerned about school
problems brought about by segregation. Next was discrime
ination by legislators, government agenclee and/ox officials,
followed by discrimination in the form of brutality and
violence.

Next to equality, Dunjee was concerned with the
achievement of black people, encouraging black business
owmership, pride in black history and black heritage, and
pointing to the need for black unity and black-white
cooperation. Ninety~five (23 per cent) of his editorials
dealt with black achievement. Dunjee's third major area of
concern was politics, which constituted 79 (19 per cent) of
his editorial themes. He expressed more interest in state
and national politics, with international issuee and local
politics in more secondary positions. All other themes com-
bined (outside of civil rights, black achievement, and poli-
tics) consisted of 73 (18 per cent) of his editorial sub-
jects. It should be explained that Dunjee was so involved
in seeking equality for blacks that even most of those
editorials not categorized under civil rights were inter~
spersed with concerns about equal opportunities for Negroes.

As mentioned in the introduction, the writer used

information collected in the content analysis as a basis for



further examination of the Black Dispatch files.



CHAPTER VI
DUNJEE THE ACTIVIBT

This chapter deals with some Dunjee accomplishments,
political involvement, and views on various racial and

social issues.

!Bloody Fangs of Jim Crow'

Vith repression of the Negro rampant when Dunjee
founded the newspaper, it was only natural that race problems
dominated editorial content of the paper at the outset. In
1917 Dunjee gaid the "Jim Crow law i dripping with innocent
blood in Oklshoma today and the time is ripe for an in-
vestigation into a law that in its operation impairs the
safety of black travelers and has made many, many homes
mourn."! A railroad accident had killed 20 blacks riding
in a wooden coach in the front of the train. Dunjee implored
the Corporation Commission to adhere to a Supreme Court
ruling of November 30, 1914, in which it said railroads must
furnish accommodations "equal, alike and the same" for all
races.

Dunjee argued the black traveler riding in the
wooden coach in front of the steel coaches carrying the white
man did not have equal security, adding that the hands of
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Jim Crow were dripping with "ghoulish guilt, as were the
hands of Pontius Pilate with the blood of Christ." 1In
later years he was contending that the Supreme Court had
ruled on such questions as equality for animals while over-
looking Negroes. He said a "hog rides through all of the
states under uniform regulations and treatment," receiving
preferential treatment to blacka.z

Punjee not only pointed out the evils of Jim Crowlsm,
he attempted to do scmething about them. He didn't sit
behind a typewriter, getting his information second hand.

He was an active reporter., A prime example was an incident
at Chickssha in Februvary of 1918 when two black soldiers
were placed in a "dirty, filthy shack” behind a hnapita1.3
One of the soldiers was a Lt, Charles A. Tribbett, who had
ridden Pullman into Chickasha and had gotten arrested at
the depot far'violating the separate coach law, Dunjee
attempted to obtain the release of the soldiers by calling
Fort Sil1l, Okla., military authorities. A bystander quipped:
"He (the black officer) will swell brimstone before he
reaches Fort Sill." Dunjee reminded a Chickasha justice
of the peace, who was demanding an immediate plea, that the
soldier had a right to counsel.

Crady county's prosecuting attorney agreed to delay
proceedings until the next day, when the officer pleaded
guilty to viclating the separate coach law and paid a 324
fine. Dunjee appealed to Fort Si11's adjutant general at
8411, who told him it was not a military matter. Noting
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that the soldiers had been "marooned in a hell of prejudice,”
Dunjee said that the Supreme Court had ruled Oklahome must
provide blacks with the same conveniences made available
to whites. His plea fell on deaf ears. Years later,

Dunjee admitted that he and Tribbett connived to test the
separate coach law; he was riding in the Jim Crow section
while Tribbett was planted among white travalara.* In this
gsame account, he discussed a train ride to and from St. Louls
to test the law. Dunjee reminded blacks that they could
ride in the white section if they were traveling from one
state to another but that they had to ride in the Jim Crow
section if they were traveling intrastate.

In the early years of his editorship, Dunjee pleaded
for equal accommodations as a substitute for total integra~

5 He even criticized blacks for entering a public

tion.
building when they knew they would be turned away, saying
that as long as blacks clamor to purchase Jim Crowism "there
is very little hope for the rest of us.“6 Ian 1922, he com=
mended blacks for asking only for equal facilities instead
of mixed schools.’ When he was turned away from the front
entrance of an Oklahoma City hospital, Dunjee said blacks
needed a separate hospital with black doctors and nursas.s
While advocating "separate but equal" schools, he was
opposing separate library faeilities;g He was still accept~
ing the separate school principle in 1925.10 However, by
1931 bunjee was saying that separate schools should be re~

moved from the educational scene because black schools were
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not getting thelr share of money earmarked for eduﬂatien.ll
He began to develop the argument that the state simply

wasn't wealthy enough to support separate schools. He had
noted previously that a bull had more room to lie down in
at Oklahoma A&M College (211 white) than a Negro girl had
to turn around in at Langston dormitories, commenting that
blacks made up one~tenth of the population in Oklahoma in
1921 but received only one~thirty third of the money spent

12

for education. Ag late g8 1948, Dunjee was pleading for

more funds for black schools "until we get single achools."1?
Following the 1954 Supreme Court decision on school desegre-
gation, Dunjee said if separate schools were unconstitutional,
80 were segregated trains and huses.la
As for his fight against segregated public con-
veyances, he argued in 1923 that if it were acceptable for
a white baby to nurse a "black mammy's breast' and for a
black maid to sleep in 2 room next to white people, it should
be acceptable for a “stumbling Negro traveler to touch a
white persau."ls In 1918, he urged the government to take
over the railroad system so blacks could claim a property
interest and Jim Crow would suffar.16

Crow laws added further embarrassment to blacks because

He pointed out Jim

whites standing in crowded aisles in streetcars refused to
move when blacks worked their way to the rear or to axits.17
Dunjee himself never suffered this embarrassment because,
as mentioned previously, he rode in the white sections of

buses and streetcars. '"He was light-skinned and porters,
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although suspecting he was black, were afraid to ask him to
move to the Negro section for fear they just might be
embarrassing a white paying customer," recalled Jimmy
Stewart, a longtime Dunjee friend and ausociate.ls

If any one person were responsible for integration
of Oklahoma's state colleges and universities, it would have
to be Roscoe Dunjue.19 It all started when Dunjee accompanied
Ada lLois Sipuel, a Negro who had been graduated from
langston, to Norman, Okla., to challenge the state's segre-
gation laws, She wanted to enter the University of Oklahoma
law school. When she was refused admission, one of the
longest court fights in Oklahoma history began. However, it
wasn't Miss Sipuel who first cracked the racial barrier at
OU. That distinction went to George Washington Mclaurin, a
54~year~old black seeking a doctorate in education. Onm
October 7, 1948, Attorney General Mac Q. Williamson told OU
regents that he interpreted an earlier three-man federal
court decision to mean that OU had to admit Mclaurin or drop
the courses he was seeking to enroll 1n.2a Five days later
the regents said Mclaurin would be admitted, but under segre-

21 On October 14, Mclaurin attended hie

22

gated conditions.
first class, but at a distinct disadvantage. He sat in an
anteroom, facing the instructor at a difficult angle, and
geparated from the remainder of the class. In addition,
Mclaurin had to eat by himself at a specially-arranged
facility, away from all contact with white students and

faculty members. He also had to use separate toilet
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facilities.

Melaurin went to school under these restrictive con-
ditions until clsssroom segregation officially ended in 1950,
due to a lawsuit pursued by Dunjee as the state's top NAACP
official. The Supreme Court broke the separate but equal
doctrine that opened the doors for blacks to study at in-
atitutions of higher learning on an equal and integrated
basis. Mclaurin said in 1949 that he wanted no segregation
of any kind because it was an “insult in itself and in any
form."?> He had entered the OU graduate school in the
company of Dunjee and Amos Hall, a Negro attorney, in a
repeat of the Sipuel casn.24 Miss Sipuel (she married and
her name became Fisher before the legal involvement was
settled) was denied entrance into OU in 1946 when she was
accompanied to Norman by Dunjee and Dr. W. A. J. Bullock of
Chickasha.?® She was again denied permission to enroll, on
the grounds that state law prohibited it. The state said it
furnished money to blacks to attend schools which accepted
tham¢26 Dunjee and the NAACP launched a series of court
battles that was to last for several years and culminste in
the Supreme Court. Dunjee reported that the state found it~
self in a "defenseless position" in the Sipuel case when
Attorney Geuneral Fred Hansen told the court that Oklahoma
had made no effort to provide equal facilities to black law
atudents.27

then the state wasg ordered to admit Miss Sipuel or
furnish equal law school facilities, the legislature
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established a "Langston University School of lLaw," with
classes to be held at the state capitol.za The school was
29 tThe Daily Oklahoman reported
that as of QOctober 14, 1948, the school had not enrolled a

set up in January of 1948,

single student. The following June, it became apparent
that segregation was nearing the end at OU. On June 17,
1949, the regents refused to admit Mise Sipuel zgain on the
grounds Langston's law school was still in operation at the
capital.so The same day the regents said Negro students
would be allowed to enroll in courses not offered elsewhere
but students would have to be separated from whites by rail-
inge. 1In addition, every Negro student would have to be
approved for admission by the state regents. The next day,
the regents announced that they were closing the langston
law school on June 30, and Miss Sipuel enrolled at OU on
June 18. Dunjee pledged to "“prosecute with vigor our fight
to end all segregation in state colleges."31

On June 21, 30 Negro students were admitted to OU,
attending classes separated by railings or partitinns.32
Mogt white students interviewed about Negro admissions
ridiculed the state regents and the legislature for insisting
on barriers. It wasn't until months later that the railings
were taken down and blacks could attend OU and other schools
on an equal and integrated basis.

Dunjee won another landmark decision involving educa-
tion in 1948 when a U.8. district court ruled that die-

parities of salaries for black and white teachers in
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Oklzhoma City were uncanatitutiana1.33 The editor had pur-
sued the case in behalf of Emma Tee Freeman, 2 black teacher
who alleged whites were paid more than blacks in the local
school system. Dunjee accepted donations from black teachers
to press the issue through the courts to a successful
conclusion,

Responding no differently than would a member of
any other oppressed group, Dunjee nearly always defended
black people charged with erimes apainst whites, especially
when they involved capital punishment, The white man, he
said, was depriving blacks of their civil liberties while
forcing white women to share the white man's love and bed
with black wamen.aa He cited a case in Altus, Okla., where
a white man was shot by & black woman in the Negro Bectian.35
Dunjee suggested the white man had intimate relations with
the black woman, although before dying the victim said he
had been on his way to buy medicine. Dunjee noted that
white men had been going for medicine in Oklahomz City for
a long time.

Another case in which Dunjee was heavily involved
concerned Jess Hollins, & black men convicted of raping a
white girl in eastern 0k1ahama.36 Ag usual, the editor took
a personal interest, collecting money and giving some of his
resources for attorney fees. When Hollins had been in
prison 20 years, Dunjee said the black prisoner was being
incarcerated for a misdemeanor because the girl, who had

been having an affair with him, charged rape only after
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being seen with Hollins by & ralattvc.37 Eventually, the
U.8. Supreme Court entered the picture by ordering a new
38 Hollins, who had been condemned to death in two
trials, was convicted a third time, but received only a

trial.

life sentence. Dunjee pointed out that all-white juries
had convicted Hollins each time.>?

A similar case involved Collin Tillry, who was con-
victed of killing a white policeman in 1920. Tillry died
in prison in 1928, leading Dunjee to comment that he was
convicted by a white jury without & "scintilla" of evidence
against nin %0 After Tillry's funeral, Dunjee wrote: ''As
we stand at the bier today of Collin Tillry, a black man
who was sacyificed in Oklshoma that Jim Crow might live,
let us rededicate ourselves to the proposition that we will
fight on to the dawn that shall surely come, when the scales
of justice balance."

Still another case which called for Dunjee's
assistance involved Elias Ridge, a 13-year-old black
accused with his uncle of slaying a white woman in Mayes
caunty.él After two trials, in which Ridge was sentenced to
death, the Criminal Court of Appeals commuted the death
sentence, with attorneys using funds collected by Dunjee
for appeal. Dunjee contended that while Ridge may have been
gullty, the death sentence for a 13-year-old was
unconstitutional.

Dunjee felt Oklahoma City was in the same racial
boat as major southern cities. He repeatedly called
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attention to discriminatory practices, such as the time
when the schoal.board purchased a bus to transport westside
blacks to Douglass high school (Negro) on the east side.42
It was not a gesture of kindness, he said, but a move to
keep blacks from attending Capitol Hill high school (white)
when integration arrived., The bus would be & good excuse
to continue hauling black students across town, On another
occasion he sald whites had prevented blacks from competing
with whites in a parade.QE There was the time at a Jim
Crow swimming pool where black and white youths, playing
together away from the water, couldn't enter it tngether.M
This, said Dunjee, was proof that prejudice was based on
hypocrisy and deception among adults. After Colden Gloves
boxers from Oklahoma City were defeated in a national
tournament, Dunjee laid the blame for the team loss on
white adults, who refused to permit blacks to try out.®>
He said white boxers could sharpen their skills only by
competing against superior black boxers.

Oklahoma City barred blacke from parks in 1933, not
even allowing so mch as a Sunday School picnic to be held.*S
In this instance, Nunjee was willing to accept a separate
but equal facility for blacks. The scene shifted to the
city zoo in 1939, when Negroes were being told to stay
awmy.47 The city capitulated and allowed blacks to attend
on Thursdays, with no whites permitted on that day. After
observing this procedure for a few weeks, Dunjee coneluded

that whites were showing up in greater mmbers on Thursdays
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than blacks.

Another black-white hassle that involved DMunjee
centered arpund land near the fairgrounds that was being
considered as a park for blacks. After nearly 135 yearas of
wrangling, an agreement was reached, prompting this state-
ment from Dunjee: "The action taken by the city council
« « . marks the consummation and carrying out of every
proposal and demand of the Black Disgatgh."48 The Hassman
park (named assigned the land in question) issue arose when
Washington park (Negro) was leased for oll drilling purposes
and had to be abandoned, Arguments developed among blacks
and between blacks and city officials over the additional
facilities, with Dunjee claiming it was his suggestions
that settled the issue to the satisfaction of all parties.

When City Manager Ross Taylor refused to give 10
Negro policemen a hearing after they were fired, Dunjee cir-
culated a grand jury petition for an invastigation.49 The
editor maintained it was his petition drive that forced a
settlement.

Dunjee and the NAACP were instrumental in breaking
up housing segregation in Oklahoma City in 1935. He enlisted
a black, Sidney Hawkins, to join in fighting the city's

50 Hawkins was arrested for living

residential ordinance.
north of Eighth Street, in an all-white area bordering the
Negro section. Dunjee encouraged Hawkins to go to jail so
he could be gotten out on a writ of habeas corpus. This

would force a court decision on the constitutionality of
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resldential segregation. Dunjee and the NAACF won the
habeas corpus proceedings, the case eventually going to the
Oklahoma Supreme Court. Residential segregation was out-
lawed in 1936.51 Justice Fletcher Riley wrote the majority
opinion, making Oklahoma one of the first southern states
to concur in the opinion of the U.S., Supreme Court on
Touisville's segregated housing ordinance approximately 20
years bafore.52

Dunjee did not advocate violence, but he had little
sympathy for blacks who didn't retaliate in the face of
white oppreasion.53 When advocating open defiance of white
racism in 1919, he encouraged blacks to fight and applauded
retaliation by Negroes in Chicago and Washington as a sign
that the minority race was beginning to realize it had to
fight or die. "This civilization is going down in chaos-~
out of it will rise a better world," he wrote. Dunjee
likened whites who kept blacks bottled up in congested
areas to "common murderers," because the tuberculosis rate
was high in poor housing sections of cities.54 Thig fact

alone was sufficient reason for Negroes to meet violence with

violence, he felt.

No Relief at State lLevel

One conclusion from Table 1 iz that Dunjee considered
discussion of state and national politics more important
than local politics. Perhaps this was because he felt the
principle of states rights was largely responsible for
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segregation, mob violence and other black problems, and

that a local solution was not possible.””

Dunjee appeared
to be ambivalent on some occasions, such as when he called
the U,S. Constitution a states rights document written by
forefathers with narrow visiona.sﬁ The document was written,
he contended, by a well-organized ruling class that said

the charter should represent a “'govermment of property, for
property, and by praparty.“SY Dunjee called Jefferson a
hypocrite because, as he wrote that all men were created
equal, he was holding slavas.sa Yet, he also sgaid the con~
stitution was a great document and Jefferson a great patriot,
and that the Bill of Rights prevented a monarchy and allowed
a republic. Regardless of the apparent contradictions here,
Dunjee appeared to be fairly consistent throughout his news-
paper career. In any event, he saw no rellef for black
people in the segregated south, and contended that a
centralized form of government was the only avenue of free-

dom for the minority race.59

Powerless Without Ballo

While awaiting relief from federal courts, Dunjee
urged blacks to at least attempt to register~--at a time when
they were being denied this right. "The Negro in Oklahoma
who fails to go and register . . . is unfit for citizenship,”

60 However, there was a problem:

was a typical Dunjee plea.
discrimination against the eligible black voter was rampant;

he couldn't always register, and Dunjee warned that without
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the right to vote "citizenship becomes the pawn and play-
thing of demogogues and the ruling clase."®l one Muskogee
county registrar was reportedly "in Cuba" when Negroes went
to register; Wagouner county had allowed only eight blacks
to register, while in Okfuskee county blacks previocusly
registered were being forced to requalify.

Dunjee accused "black hirelings" in Muskogee county
of arranging for blacks who promised to vote Democratic to
register. ''Go out and voté the Republican ticket," he ad-
monished. "Wote it because you cannot stomach the stench
that comes from the evil bodles of your own race who will
connive with white men to deprive you of a privilege in
citizenship.”" Dunjee wae jailed in 1919 for "electioneering"

62 Serving as a

in a mayoralty race in Oklahoma City.
“watcher' at a precinct polling place, Dunjee objected to
black Democrats who had crowded around voting booths “taking
ballots out of voters' hands." The editor was held for two
hours while friends were summoning a judge to release him.
Dunjee said he had been arrested for insisting that the in-
truders leave. As the years wore on and Dunjee became head
of the Oklahoma Conference of Branches of the NAACP, he
noted that Oklahoma had relented and had become a model

state in the area of Negro voting righta.63

Dunjee's Running Political Battles
Dr. I. W. Young was a black Oklahoma City medical

doctor who, although never seeking political office, became
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actively involved in politics at the local and state levels.
His relationship with the Black Dispatch editor was one of

64

the more intriguing sidelights in Dunjee's career as a
newsman and NAACP leader. Dunjee and Young were not
politically compatible; in fact, they were to become bitter
personal enemies. An Oklshoma City Non-Partisan league was
denounced by Dunjee as a front for a Democratic political
figure to trick blacks into changing registration from the
Republican to the Democratic side. Young was a mewmber of
65 Dunjee, infuriated at this gimmick, decided

to help form the Lincoln League to "expose' the xpL, 56 Young

the league.

once wrote that while the two disagreed over polities, there
was no disagreement as fax as the vace fight was aeacarned.67
In this case, however, political fever was higher than racial
fever, and the two parted company for good.

When Young was appointed president of Langston Uni-
versity, Dunjee was outraged. He opposed tha appointment
on the grounds that Young wae without "literary” training,
adding that he had predicted the political plum would come
Young's way because the doctor was a political ally of Jack
Walton, Democratic candidate for governor.ﬁa When blacks
were being denied rggisfratinn rights by Democrats in
Muekogee county, Dunjee called it government by coercion and
said 1f Young, by now a leading figure in Oklahoma polities,
believed "in this sort and character of violence visited on
liberty, he was born past his time. . . ."69 This running

battle continued for many years, with Dunjee accusing Young



60
of changing politics for personal gain and Young charging
that Dunjee was inconsistent in his political philosophy.
Dunjee carried a banner headline when Young died, but re-
frained from passing out condolences. Young, ousted by a
new administration, had been reappointed head of langston
by Gov. Murray, which didn't help his relationship with
Dunjee.

Dunjee rejoiced over one event that resulted from

his personal fued with ’!h::fung.?fj

In 1922, Young &nd a man
named Deck Fuller contracted with Dunjee for colums to be
written and edited by Young that would appear twice weekly

in the Black Dispatch during the political campaign. After

four weeks, Young brought in a picture of Walton, a white,
to run with his column. A mistake in the makeup by composing
room employers made the layout to appear that the column
was written by Walton. The state Republican party purchased
10,000 copies of the paper to distribute in southern Oklahoma,
an anti~black area, in hopes of damaging Walton's chances
for victory. The next week produced another windfall for
Dunjee; Democrats purchased 20,000 ccpies because of an edi-
torial by Dunjee on ‘"ballot power." It was a 'radical' edi-
torial, recalled Dunjee, and Democrats wanted to show white
voters that blacks were posing a threat to them at the
ballot box. FEven after paying for extra newsprint, Dunjee
said he made 31,000 with the two editions.

Walton supplied much of the fodder for Dunjee's acid

editorials in the 1920s. A Democrat, Walton was in and out
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of Dunjee's favor for years. The editor first supported
Walton in & local election because he felt the Republican
candidate was a racint.?l But Dunjee said he would not
support Walton in the 1921 mayor's race in Oklahoma City
because of a ''gradual deterioration'" in the candidate's
feeling for the black man. However, in less than a year
Dunjee was back on Walton's bandwagon when the latter was
running for governor, saying the mayor had helped blacks gain

access to the city 11brary.72

Dunjee urged blacks to support
Walton in the primary election, reasoning that the forwer
Democratic mayor had afforded more protection for Negroes

73 When other news-

than prior Republican administrations.
papers pointed out that a friend of Walton had lynched Jake
Brooks, a Negro, Dunjee answered that Walton should not be
found guilty by association. He contended that Walton had
a good record on election reform, but that his ildeas were
not incorporated into the Democrats' platform.74 The editor
didn't yield to his temptation to support Walton, however,
in the general election. He took a stand for John Field,
the Republican nominae.75
Within a year Dunjee was praising Walton as the only
governor in the United States who was "taking the hood off
the Klan (Ku Klux Klan)."76 When Walton got into trouble
with the legislature, which threatened impeachment, Dunjee
contended that any legislator who voted for impeachment was
voting for the KKK.’’ When Walton was impeached by the House

and suspended by the Senate, Dunjee condemned the governor
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for releasing persons convicted in the lynching of Brooka.78
After the deposed Walton filed for the U.S. senate against
Republican ¥. B. Pine, Dunjee cried that a vote for Walton

wag a vote for those who were against anti-lynching legis~

1ation.79

Twenty years later, Dunjee had forgiven Walton
and urged his election as a corporation commissioner because
Walton had promised the editor a hearing on racial discrim-

ination on public cauvayuncal.aﬂ

Dunjee's Changing Politics
It is obvious by now that politics was ilmportant to

Dunjee, as it was to other black editors, and that any sum-
mary of his life would be incomplete without a discussion

of his political activity. It wasn't until mid~1918 that he
began to mention his party affiliation. The Black Dispatch
carried a brief notice that indicated the editor was one of
three "race members' on the Oklahoma County Republican Central

Committea.sl

However, there was not any reason to believe
he was anything other than a Republicam principally because
of his affection for Lincoln and Douglags. But he wasn't
active in party politics then. Editorializing in the GOP

committee story, the Black Dispatch editor reported that in

his opinion the leadership of the Republican party had not
been as cordial or liberal in its relationship with black

voters as it should have been. It wasn't long before he
began firing salves at both political parties, sometimes
taking up all the space on an editorial page to do so. He
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never let a presidential election go by without commenting
at length on the candidates and issues. Several months be-
fore the 1920 election involving Cox and Harding, he wrote
that the "Democratic party does not believe in the principles
of human freedom and equal rights to all men," adding that
the Republican party wasn't what it used to be but that it

was improving in its relationship to black hopes and aspira-

82

tions. He accused President Wilson of lacking moral

leadership.aa Then, following a Harding campaign speech in
Oklahoma City, he wrote:

Gazing down into a throng variously estimated at
from 12,000 to 15,000, Sen. Warren Harding, Republican
candidate for president of the United States, and the
men who will, without question, set in the White House
after March, 1921, as president of the United States,
talked to a spellbound crowd for over an hour. . . .
The speech was the final climex of the graateat Repub-
lican rally ever staged in Oklahoma, and according to
the statement of the senator, was the greatest demon-
stration he has yet received since the mantle of supreme
leadership had been placed upon him,

Dunjee accused "hell~hounds of hate" of attempting
to embarrase Harding through a series of questions appearing
in the Daily Oklahomen on the day Harding was to speak.

Harding was asked if he favored separate coaches, schools,
restaurants and amusement places for blacks and whites, and
paseage of a so-called 'force bill' that authorized the use
of federal troops by guaranteeing the "full vote of the great
Negro population of the south?" Dunjee said Harding had

found Oklahoma full of "maniacs' who didn't want him to say

anything pro~Nugro.85

As the election approached Dunjee was saying that the
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Democratic party was founded on the principle that the Negro
should remain a slave and its leaders believed the "world
is the white man's coconut."8® No black, he said, could
enter the party until it turned from tradition and acknowl~
edged the black man's constitutional equality in citizenship.
It was useless, he continued, for persons to attempt to con~
vince him that the Democratic party was "the ship upon which
I should sail when it has attempted and still attempts to
scuttle the little vessgel that Abraham Lincoln bequeathed
to us." Then he delivered this scathing attack on Democrats:
vtsig:l::n§o§g Eﬁgw1§§§§?f§ay32 gﬁg:biggagzﬁgétgzg
zgggloggf;?ogrzzigzgg‘g}leon, his heirs and assigns
Dunjee soon became disenchanted with Harding, whom
he accused of inviting blacks out of the Republican party.aa
Saying he was a Republican only because the party was the
only vehicle on which Negroes could ride to citizenship,
Dunjee considered asking blacks to vote for the best candidate
in future elections, regardless of political ties. ''The
Black Dispatch has not gone Democratic, but . . . we are
getting mighty independent in our thinking these days,”
warned Dunjee. Upon Harding's death in 1923, Dunjee called
him a man of courage who was weighted down by the Ku Klux
Klan.89
Although Dunjee wavered during the Harding adminis-
tration, he decided to support Coolidge against Davis, the

Democrat, in 1924, Blacks were urged to oppose Democratic
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congressmen because they would tie the hands of the "greatest
president since Lincaln."go The Republican National Commit-
tee was praised by Dunjee for appointing 38 blacks as dele~
gates to the national convention, while the Democrats had
only four Negroes at their convention.’l The U.S. was seill
without an anti-lynching law, and Dunjee expressed confidence
that Coolidge would see to it that a bill was passed.’? He
quoted Coolidge as saying Congress needed to protect blacks
and others from the "hideous crime of 1ynching.“93

By now Dunjee was regularly attacking states rights,
reasoning that the 13th, l4th and 15th amendments had been
nullified in the South.g4 If the GOP idea of government
could prevail, he said, the Negro could vote in Mississippi
and Georgia just as he had been able to do in Maine and New
Hampshire, Dunjee said blacks could support Democrats when
the party decided to write into its platform a pledge of
centralization of power and authority. In 1928, Dunjee
lashed out at blacks who were being lured into the Democratic
ranks.95 Claiming that Democrats would take credit for a
"good corn crop,' Dunjee said such reasoning was as consist-
ent as the talk making the rounds that Smith, the Democratic
nominee, had placed 700 blacks on the New York City police
force., The editor pointed out that Smith didn't have the
authority as governor to appoint policemen but that "bone-
headed Negroes" would continue to believe the story. 'While
Al's henchmen are dealing in bunk, they ought to go the

1imit," suggested Dunjee. 'Why not tell the Negroes up North
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that Al will give them a mild winter as soon as elected; and
that so far as the South is concerned he will immediately
exterminate the boll weevil." Dunjee continued his
onslaught:

Democratic Negroes are . . . whisgaring in tha ears

of gullible black folk that the blican party has
been swallowed up by the (Ru Klux) Klan., With a look
of horror these same Negroes, especially those in
Oklahoma, forget that their record is against them on
guch a subject. . . . The world is still £illed with
the type of men who would traduce Christ. Everybody
knows that Herbert Hoover comes from a Quaker extrac~
tion. 1t was the early Quakers . . . who formed a
human chain that helped thousandes of slaves to freedom.
+ « « The wriggr 8 father wag helped to freedom by
Quakers . , .

The editor predicted that Jim Crow cars would show
up in Washington within six months i{f Smith were elected;
those disguised as southern liberal Democrats were “demo-
gogues who never miss an opportunity to abuse and insult the
Negro, even on the floor of CGngresa."g? He accused Demo~
crats of defeating bills that would have (1) enforced the
14th and 15th amendments, (2) provided better educational
opportunities for blacks, and (3) eliminated lynching. Pre-
dicting the end of the Democratic party, the editor wrote
that ", . . if Smith 18 not elected to the presidency, the
torn and embittered fragments of the organization will never
be able to assemble itself (sic) together again.” Dunjee
sald if Hoover were 2z member of the Ku Klux Klan because
Klansmen were going to vote Republican (as inferred by Demo-
crata) then Smith was a bootlegger, gambler and thug because

a1l of that cxowd is followlng the Democratic candidate,"?®
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To support his claim that the Democratic party was anti-
black, Dunjee cited an entry on page 2,243, volume 33, of
the Congressional Record, by U.S, Sen. Tillman (D-~N.C.):
I am standing here to advertise that the state
of North Carolina has disfranchised all of the colored
race that it could under the 13th, 1l4th and 15th
amendments. We have done our level best, we have
scratched our heads to find out how we could eliminate
the last one of them, and we would have done it if
we could., . . . We stuffed the ballot boxes, we shot
them and we are not ashamed of it., With that system
and force, with the tissue ballots, etc., we even got
tired ourselves, so we called a constitutional con~
vention and we eliminated all of the colored Beople
we could under the l4th and 15th amendments.?
The appearance locally of a S5t. Louis minister riled
Dunjee, who wrote that the Rev. Noah Williams asked God to
bless Smith and damn those who opposed him.loo Duniee
quoted Williams as saying "if Al Smith 1is elected he won't
bring whiskhy back~-~it's already here. We have plenty of
whiskey; what we want is better whiskey, and let the govern-
ment get the revenue." Williems called Hoover a member of
the Klan, but Dunjee replied that the preacher didn't know
that KKK "owned the Democrats in Oklahoma from stem to stern."
Dunjee said another reason for supporting Hoover was
that no state nominating Smith allowed a Negro in as a
delegate at the party convention. And he felt if Smith were
elected and increased the immigration quota as promised,
Negro industrial job opportunities in the North would worasen
because foreigners would work for less than blacks. He re-
peated that the GOP had "clothed the Negro with citiszenship

rights." FPollowing the election, Dunjee was surprised that
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Hoover could have broken the solid South, saying few people
believed an issue could "loom down in Dixie big enough to
cause the men who followed lee and Jackson to forget their
Negrophobia long enough to vote the ticket of Lincoln and
Roosevelt . . . the death knell of the Democratic party may
have been sounded, Political parties are not immortal and
who knows but that the South yvesterday was on the way to
the graveyard to bury the hell born at Appemattom?"lnl
The next four years were not what Dunjee had anti-
cipated, and by 1932 he had become disallusioned with Hoover
and the Republican party. Altheugh he had predicted the
death of the Democratic party on numerous occasions, Dunjee
began to have second thoughts; perhaps Franklia Roosevelt
had something to offer. He put it this way:
The Democratic party seeks to destroy forever our
ballot rights, while the Republican party, operating
on the assumption we bel to them, refuses to 1ift
a hand in the defense of black citizenship . . . Presi-
dent Hoover has spent the past 3 1/2 years trying to
disrupt the Negroes' political organization in t
South. What is it the Democrats could do worse than
this? Looking at Hoover from this angle, his lily-
white tactics are far more Egprehensi le than the
methods used by Democrats.l
At this point Dunjee felt the black man had been too
loyal to Republicans, giving way to emotionalism instead of
rationalism. The GOP, he said, should stand for "Good on
Promises." Six weeks before the 1932 election he was urging
blacks not to vote for either candidate but to concentrate
on state elections and convince the South that the Negro vote

wag no longer a Republican bloc. He blasted Hoover for naming
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a southern "black-hater" (Joha J, Parker) to the Supreme

103

Court. He asked readers to compare the GOP of 1932 with

the "party of yesterday,' when Frederick Douglass was de-
claring ""The Republican party is the ship; all else the
sea." Dunjee felt blacks had more important things to do
than blame Hoover for the depression, insisting that the

104 "The Demo=-

sterile Negro vote was the important thing.
cratic party fighte for the white primary and disfranchise-
ment while the Republican party supports a path of paternal-
istic boredom,"” he said. Nevertheless, Dunjee began maeking
political eyes with the Democrats, declaring the party felt
the way it did because it knew blacks would vote Republican
regardless of what Democrats promised. He predicted a major
ballot vote among blacks, 107

Ultimately Dunjee decided to support Roosevelt on
the basis that the plight of Negroes couldn't worsen and
that a solid vote for FDR would identify the black ballot as

"106

an "independent entity. He said the GOP “castrated"

blacks from positions of responsibility within the party.1°7
GOP "hypocrisy" had moved the Black Dispatch off the Republi-
can reservation, although Dunjee was not yet ready to start
a love affair with Democrats. By election time, such promin-
ent blacks as W. E. B. DuBois were indicting Hoover and

108

swinging to the other side. Dunjee said rumors that he

was accepting money represented "the kind of slobber going
the rounds among a few brass-colored, yellowdog Republicans."1%°

He called the FDR drift a “progressive movement for political
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emancipation . . . why has the GOP, in power 55 of the
previous 77 years, failed to pass anti-lynching legislation?
Why were Negro Gold Star mothers Jim Crowed and sent to the
graves of their sons in Flanders Field in cattle ships,
while the mothers of white soldiers were sent in the best
vessels traveling the seas?" Following FDR's victory,
Dunjee commended blacks for supporting the winner and said
the "haughty Republican party has been brought to its
knees 110
the time but straddle the middle of the road and "tell the
political organizations that the black vote can be secured,

He felt Negroes should not join either party at

based and contingent upon what political parties will promise
and do for the common weal of black folk."

The accomplishmente of the first Roosevelt term were
enough to convince Dunjee in 1936 that FDR was the answer to

111 While still ageinst total commitment to

Negro problems.
either party, he accused the Republican high command of try-
ing to frighten blacks into returning to the party. Roosevelt
wae urged to ''tinker arcund and get some of the states' rights
out of the federal constitution.” The editor became more
exritical of Republicanism, accusing them of taking views on
states rights formerly held by Democrats and disassocliating
themselves from the party for which "Lincoln fought and
died."1? je defended the New Deal laws as "no more uncone
stitutional than the Emancipation Proclamation,' reasoning
that some amendments would not have been necessary had

Lincoln's edict been comstitutional. Dunjee considered Alf
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Landon, the COP nominee, as weak and said blacks who sup~
ported Republicans were moving out of the house and into
the rain, Just before election Dunjee said Democrats
weren't so bad after all, pointing out that Jefferson, the
greatest exponent of freedom for blacks,” was a Democrat.ll3
Again getting wrapped up in one of his favorite subjects,
Jefferson, he noted:

When he wrote the Declaration of Independence,
Jefferson was thinking about Negroes. Few Negroes
realize today . . . t the l4th amendment a8 it is
in the constitution was copied almost verbatim from
the resolution Jefferson pieganted to the makers of
the American constitution.ll

Dunjee contended that a vote for Landon was a vote

to put white-collared black workers out of jobs, arguing

that Landon wanted to return all relief work to the states.lls
He reasoned that the states wouldn't be able to handle a
national project that had placed 25,000 black youth on relief
work. The editor also was at odds with blacks who said they
were voting the GOP ticket because they had been "born"
Republicans. Dunjee wrote that the womb had nothing to do
with politics:

Most of the Negroes we know were born black and
ugly, and in the bed. . . . Neither wmoon, staig or the
Republican party has anything to do with it,1

Dunjee said if a Negro were born a Republican and

continued to vote Republican, then he ghould drive an oxcart
and weave clothes as his father and mother had done before
him.

By 1940, Dunjee was saying that "lily-whitism" had
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driven him from the Republican party (see Appendix). And
the confirmed New Deal supporter was having little patience
with those who weren't of his political faith:

It remaina to be seen whether Negro leaders will

eye the flesh pots of selfish venality or will rise
to the high level of common good. . . . The New Deal
has unquestionably interested itself with a lot of
human problems that grnatly distress the business
world. Ol1d age pensions, social security, education
of the poor ovmership and a score of other
measures caicul&te& to raise the Iix;ng standards of
poor white and black people alike.

Dunjee said GOP candidate Wilkie's promize to place
all relief projects in the hande of the states would be ve~
pudiated by blacks, whose votes were no longer the "piece
of Republican granite" they used to be. Wilkie was labeled
a wolf in sheep's clothing and an "Indiana demﬂgague."lls
Dunjee contended property rights meant more to Wilkie than
human rights and that big business had forced the nominee
into the Republican party when he really wasn't wanted., A
Republican inference that Roosevelt was seeking dictatorial
powers was scoffed at, Dunjee reasoning that as long as
three major branches of govermment operated according to the
constitution neither Roosevelt nor anyone else could become
a dictatar;llg Wilkie was accused of suffering from hallu-
cinations, and in a Wichita, Kan., speech Dunjee said persons
who believed that a president should not have a third term
would have to recall U.S5. Sen. Arthur Capper of Kansas.lzﬁ

The editor used some emotional appeal to induce
blacks to support FDR:

When Mrs. Roosevelt . . . cast aside her membership
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in the Daughters of the American Revolution and,
taking a black girl by the hand, led her up the steps
of the Lincoln Memorial and said 'sing,' it was then

that the president's wife won the admiration and
applause of black mothers in this nation. . . . The

Black B%ggaﬁﬁg is for Franklin D. Roosevelt because

we realize ing the past seven years we have had a

man guarding the destinles of this nation who bellieves

that 'justice is a kingdom's stremgth' . . . . How

ungrateful it wnu}g be were Negroes on election day to

forget Roosevelt.lZl

The New Deal, according to Dunjee, had enrolled

250,000 blacks in Civilian Conservation Corps camps and had
given blacke 315 million in clothing and 320 million in cash.
Republican campaign material scolding FDR for the fact that
83 persons had been lynched during his terms in office
didn't tell the whole story, Dunjee said, adding that the
GOP should have mentioned that 934 persons were lynched dur-
ing McRinley's administration, 269 when Theodore Roosevalt
was in office, 322 when Taft was president, and 277 during
the terms of Harding, Coolidge and Hoover.*2 "pon't bite
the hand that feeds you' was Dunjee's advice, and he pointed
out that under Roosevelt Col. Benjamin Q. Davis became the
first Negro general and William H. Hastie the first black
federal judge in U.8. history.

In 1944, the Black Dispatch was warming up to Demo-

crats again, pointing out that Vice<President Wallace had said
there must be no inferior races.123 While attacking the GOF
for wanting to decentralize govermment, Dunjee cited figures
to show what he called progress made under ¥FDR:
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1930 1940
Acres owned by blacks . .13.7 million 24.4 mi}}tan
Black faxm owners , . . .67,222 174,010

Dunjee said the black population increased 8.1 per
cent in the decade while the number of farms owned by Negroes
was increasing 1358.8 per cent, for which he credited the
United States Department of Agriculture policies on loans and
financial assistance. Dunjee also presented figures on black

education to show progress under FDR:

1930 1940
Length of avi school term . . 132 dayg 156 days
Enrolled pupils (pet)

attending datly . . . . . « 72% 807

Avg. days school per pupil . 97 126
Pct. iupils above 4th grade , 26.6% 37.5%
Pet. in elementary school . . 93.1% 89.5%
Pct. in high school . . . . . 4.9% 10, 57123

Dunjee felt Negro scldiers got a better deal under
FDR, saying there was one commissioned Negro officer for each
298 black enlisted men in World War I, with the ratio being
1 to 135 under Roosevelt during World War II. Dunjee, who
had supported FDR in a Negro Digest article, was criticized
by Chester Franklin, editor of the Kansas City Call, who
attacked the president's states rights stand, 126 Dunjee re-
plied that while gtates rights might be inherent in the con-

stitution, people who wrote the document had nc corner on
intelligence, attested to by the fact the people had "tampered
with it (constitution) 21 times." Dan Burley managing editor
of the New York Amsterdam News, wired Dunjee that Herry

Truman, FOR's running mate, had been a member of the Kkxx, 147
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Dunjee telegrammed Burley that ome of the fineest men he knew,
Hugo Black, was a former member of the Klan.

When Roosevelt died in April, 1943, Dunjee began his
next editorial with Proverbs 22:1: A good name is rather
to be chosen, than great viches and loving favor rather than
silver and gold." He continued: "Time can never erase his
good, his value and his wortl, and amwong minority groups
the world over his ilmmortality is establighed,"128

In the Dewey~Truman race in 1948, Dunjee decided the
U.S. needed Wallace's liberal civil rights views.'2° He urged
blacks and "low union whites" to write in Wallace's name on
the ballot.!3?
poll tax ia 1942. Moreover, Dunjee was boiling at Truman
when the president condemned communism and failed to mention
131 Truman was only
shadow boxing, Dunjee argued, while Wallace, the third party

Truman was opposed because of his vote for a

civil rights in an Oklahoma City speech.,

candidate, was throwing “caution to the wind" in approaching
civil rights issues. Dunjee liked Wallace for refusing to
speak before segregated audiences while the two major parties
"were taking the Negro for a ride." He reminded hlacks they
didn't have to vote for & winner; the important thing was to
vote for a "new definition of citizenship and democracy, for
truth, justice and social decency.”" What Democrats needed to
do more than anything else was to rid the party of Dixiecrats,
or southern libsrals.laz

Action by the American Federation of Labor and Congress
of Industrilal Organizations led Dunjee to support Stevenson,
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the Democrat, over Elsenhower in 1952.133 The CIO had come
out againat racial job discrimination and criticized
Eisenhower and the Dixiearats.lsﬁ Blacks, Dunjee believed,
were going to stick with the "party of Roosevelt" because
Stevenson had tried to pass falr employment legislation in
Illinois. He said blacks could not forget that Roosevelt
organized three forgotten segments of the population--the
industrial worker, the farmer, and the Negro. He felt
Eisenhower was a captive of Dixiecrats and had no civil
rights 4:':cmt\a'i.ic:t::t.:m.}'35 To charges that the New Deal had been
an “incubator for Rede," Dunjee replied that red, yellow,
or purple, the Democratic party under FDR saved the republic
from disaster.136

Dunjee did an about face in 1956, supporting Eisen~
hower over Stevenson because, he said, Democrats had not
delivered on civil righta.la? Dunjee said Eisenhower
stopped the Korean War and defeated Hitler, sufficient reasons
to keep him in the White Haus&.lss In addition, Eisenhower
gave impetus to school deaegregatiun all over the nation, he
said. So Dunjee decided to "leave well enough alone,"” taking
advice, he said, from his mother many years before. 129 Thus,
Dunjee had run the gamut, starting his career by supporting
Republican presidential candidates, switching to Democratic
hopefuls, then a third party candidate, back to the Democrats,
and finally to the Republicans again,
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Duniee on Other Issues
While it iz doubtful that Dunjee was a Communist, he
said in 1944 that he believed in some of the basic tenets of
the Communist party:
This writer is not a Communist, but it is high
time someone stood and denounced capitalistic in-
fluences seeking to ress everyone that commumnism
ie something vile, low and wholly undesirable. Every
black man should believe in some of the tenets of
commmism. For instance, communism believes in racial
equality. Do you believe in racial equality, and
does the fact you beligge in racial equality convert
you into & Communist?
In the fall of 1944, the Dies Committee of the U,S.
House of Representatives was investigating communism in this
cauntry.lal During a hearing, & committee researcher testi-
fied that Dunjee was a Communist. Other "Communists' named
by the researcher were Negroes E. Franklin Frazier, Howard
University sociologist; Metz T. P. Lochard, editor of the
Chicago Defender, and Paul Robeson. In responce, Dunjee
said Communists were among his best friends and that "someone
should inform Congressman Dies' that the Oklahoma editor was
Ymot red, but . . . awfully pink.“laz However, Dunjee said
he differed on communism on its economic premises, explaining
that he had a business which he had been building for years
and didn't want to divide it with anyone, which he understood
he would have to do under communism. In 1931, Dunjee said
he believed "in evolution, not revolution. We do not believe
in the doctrine of Stalinism as an elixir for our present
day wnes."zas On the other hand, he felt Stalin had developed

Russia from a downtrodden peasantry into a giant mechanical
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civilization. While opposing the distribution of wealth

theory of communism, Dunjee called for a poverty program

that could pull people above the want staga.lﬁa

Despite his comments on communism, Dunjee never con-
sidered himself anything other than a patriot. Addressing
a group of drafted black soldiers about to leave for military
duty in World War I, he commented:

It has not been necessary for black men to march
in liberty E::ades. to give expression of their loyalty.
it has not n essential that they buy liberty bonds
to prove that these brave boys are the most dependable
unit in the nation. There are some self-evident
truths, and though we have been gilent, there have been
parades to march with Wilson to fight for the right
of men to be heard in their own govermment. . . . You
boys are going to lengthen the trail of black blood
that leads from Bunker Hill to Carrizal. . . . For
every right there is a resggnsibility. Crucification
meant redemption, slavery brought with its sorrows the
right we have today. . . . Go out upon the plains of
Europe and make yourselves towering monuments to use
that shall cast their convicting shadows into the
hearts of all men that sghall help into fuller knowledge
of {guiagight to be counted in the equations of the
world.,

When draft resistance uprisings occurred in Olmilgee,

Okla., Dunjee emphasized that no blacks were present. "There
were about 60 Indians involved; but all Negroes were loyal
and patriotie," wrote the editor. After alleging in 1918
that 30,000 blacks were being denied the right to register
through literacy and parentage tests, Dunjee cried: "Sure

we (Negroes) are loyal, but our own kind of loyalty seeks

to get somewhere. We are just loyal enocugh to want to save
America from the grip of selfishness. . . ." %% He argued
that Negroes in Oklahoma were "not loyal and patriotic because
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of the blessinge of liberty and comfort . . . but in spité
of cham."147 Once, when discussing Flag Day observances,
Dunjee said it was difficult to look at the flag without
remembering that 4,000 blacks had been lynched, murdered
and burned in the United States, and that the only portion
of a popular patriotic song which applied to blacks was that
which referred to "land where our fathers died."!8

The iesue of whether Negroes should return to Africa
was bantered around during the 1920s. The idea of Negroes
migrating to another country did not have strong appeal to
Dunjee, although in 1920 he said he admired Marcus Garvey's

back-to-Africa efforts "in principle."14?

Dunjee was more
interested in helping lLiberia and Haiti financially “so
blacks could be represented in world councils." The editor
felt a physical migration to Africa was impractical and by
1922 was saying that Garvey expected too much to happen "in
the next 10 yeara."lso‘ A year later he condemned Garvey for
allegedly teking money from the poor and not doing with it
what he had promised.151 He accused Garvey of hurting race
relations. After Garvey was sentenced to prison for mail
fraud, Dunjee said Liberia didn't want the back-to-Africa

152 Dunjee's opinion of

advocate to come there anyway.
Garvey's movement was compatible with his general philosophy
that the blacks were as American as whites and therefore
deserved to be treated equally.

Another issue in Oklashoma following statehood was

prohibition. At first Dunjee supported prohibition, saying
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in 1919 that if whites were deprived of liquor they would
make fewer attacks against hlackn.153 By 1932, he had made
a 360 degree turnabout, saying that "prohibition is the
cancer of hypocrisy eating at the vital organs of our

w154

national life, After a 1949 liquor amendment vote in

Oklahoma, he boasted that Oklahoma City blacks went for
repeal of prohibition by 4 to 1,155
For years Oklahoma law prohibited intermarriage
between blacks and whites. This law was a sore spot with
the editor. Dunjee vigorously opposed it, saying that while
he wanted to perpetuate the Negro strain, it could never be
done with 10,000 American mulattoes stepping across into

156 He argued no law could stop

the white race each year.
intimate black-white relations. Dunjee once accused the
Oklahoma City police department of setting double standards--
arresting black men found with white women but ignoring
white men who were preying upon black women. 1>’ He noted
that Congress was upset during World War II about black
soldiers dating white girls at USO dances but that it failed
to see anything revolting about white soldiers dating native
black women in the South Pacific and taking them "to rendez-

1u158 Dunjee predicted the Negro popula=-

vous of immorality.
tion would continue to outdistance the white population, and
suggested each person should peek under his ethnic blanket
because a lot of people didn't know who their foreparents
were, 1°7 Dunjee argued that God created blacks and whites

and the fact that the "fiction of color" had the world at



dagger's point made no sense to him.
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CHAPTER VII
DUNJEE, AS VIEWED BY CONTEMPORARIES

This chapter discusses (1) what others have said
about Roscoe Dunjee; (2) Dunjee's later years; and (3) the
Black Dispatch, present and future. It is based almost

solaly on interviews with two persons who knew him better
than anybody else in the last 25 to 30 years of his life.

His Two Closest Co~-Workers
Roscoe Dunjee had been publisher of the Black Dispatch

a quarter of a century when his nephew, John Dungee, jolned
the newspaper following graduation from Langston University
in 1940.1 His father, John Dungee Sr., was Roscoe Dunjee's
cousin. His mother, Blanche Dungee, was Roscoe's sister.
The difference in spelling resulted from some members of the
Dunjee family merely choosing to write it differently.

"I was a dropout and headed nowhere in life," recalls
John Dungee. "I left home in Arizona and went to California.
My mother contacted my uncle and told him I didn't know what
to do with my life. The first thing I knew a bus ticket
arrived in the mail and I was on my way to Oklahomn City. My
uncle helped me enroll at Langston, and I worked my way
through school in the print shop and helped at the Black
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Dispatch during the summers. If it had not been for his
sending the bua ticket and showing a great interest in my
life, I probably would never have gone to college and
became a newspaper publisher."

Following graduation, John Dungee became a fulltime
employee of the Black Dispatch, and has been associated with
it since that time. Dungee discusses this association in
the following intexrview:

Question: Why has it been said that Dunjee was

ahead of his time?

Dungee: Everyone has or should have some goal in

life. Some marry and have a family, but he said he

wasn't interested in this. Some get interested in making

money, but he said he wasn't interested in this. My
uncle loved his mother deeply; she was his inspiration.

He never got marxied. A lot of people say he was married

to the paper. He and the paper--that was his wife. And
he guarded it with integrity as he would someone dear to

him. As a newspaper publisher with unlimited courage who

dared to speak out for opportunities for Negroes in a
world dominated by whites, Dunjee was ahead of his time.

Because, you see, not many people would have attempted to

do what he did.
Question: He must have had a reason for going into

the newspaper business other than to make a living. What

was this reason?

Dungee: Well, he made a living out of the paper, but
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he never made money. He died a pauper. He didn't mind--
this wasn't his bag, as they say now. He had something
to tell, something to say, and he kept his paper free
of encumbrance so that he could say it any way he wanted
to say it, without strings attached. Today, I (as edi~
tor) couldn't do it this way because it would affect my
economic position. But he didn't have to worry about
this. His effort, his cause, was based on helping a
downtrodden people.

Question: Were there times when he could hove gotten
more advertising from the white community if he had not
stood up for certain things?

Dungee: Certainly, but there again, he didn't care.
He got national advertising, and some local, which helped
him meet his payroll and pay his bills. He never missed
a payroll in his 1life; in fact, the paper has never
missed a payroll or an issue in its history. Because of
the way he operated the paper, it took me four years after
I took over to change the militant stance of the paper;
where 'militant' means violence today, I don't mean this
type of militance.

It took that long to make it a regular commercial
medium and before I could sell advertising. The economy
base of the newspaper wasn't advertising; it was circula-
tion. It was about that time (in the mid~1950s) that
all Negro weekly newspapers were switching fast to
another economic base, which they had to do to survive,
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because circulation was not profitable; it was a losing
game.

You sold a paper for a nickel and my uncle had a lot
of circulation and most of it was out of our trade area.
He carried a lot of news from Negro communities over the
state because people who moved to Califormia, for
example, wanted to know about what was going on in
places like Atoka and other communities, He had this
national edition, he called it, with this news in it.

But I cut out the national edition because it was a
losing proposition. You see, he didn't care if it was
a losing proposition.

Today, you have to have advertising, and toc do that
you've got to have healthy and sound topies. You do what
you can (for the race) but there's no reason in just
knocking yourself out and killing yourself. You (the
paper) are nobody then. You have to stay sound (eco-
nomically) to get along. I'll give you an example of
what I mean. Shortly after I took over the newspaper
Negroes started sit-ins at Brown's Department Store
downtown. Now Brown's was one of my best customers and
still is today. I went to the company's management and
said I didn't expect them to continue advertising during
the sit-ins; that I would run their ads free durlng this
period. My uncle wouldn't have done that. He would have
lost a customer. Today, Brown's ig my biggest advertiser.

Question: What was the circulation of the Black
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Dispatch during your uncle's editorship? I was never
able to find it in the files.

Dungee: Circulation in any newspaper then was a
guarded thing; oh, his circulation went up to 10,000 or
12,000, maybe 13,000. But in a weekly paper, as any
editor will tell you, this means about three times that
many readers.

Question: Roscoe Dunjee, back in the early days,
fought for separate but equal facilities, particularly
in schools, and he later changed his mind, Did he ever
talk to you about why he changed his mind?

Dungee: Many times. Well, at the beginning he was
fighting within the law. He wanted the people to live
up to what the law was saying--equal. But it had never
been equal in the schools. It was decided by the Supreme
Court that inherently separation means unequalness. That
is what he was trying to show, and to understand what
he wag fighting for you have to have a background on the
atmosphere in Oklahoma and the attitude toward the
minority by the majority. When you see the situation in
Oklahoma today, some people wonder what he fought for and
raised sand about. But the better racial climate we see
today is largely a result of Roscoe Dunjee and men like
him. In his time Negroes were confined to a small
easterly section of the city and couldn't go north, they
couldn't go west; any development had to come down in

the fairgrounds area where there was no pavement, just
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mud; houses were compacted on lots and the living accom=
modations were bad, real bad. You look at Oklahoms City
and say 'why was he saying all this?'--well, it's not
the same as it was then.

Question: What kind of a personality did Roscoe
Dunjee have?

Dungee: When you talk about his personality, you've
got to say the NAACP in Oklahoma, the Black Dispatch,

and Roscoe Dunjee were one personality. He was just the
man behind the scenes. He broke the back of segregation
in Oklahoma, with the help of other people. He was
witty, he had a sense of humor. He was never angry with
people; he never held a grudge. The reason he never
held a grudge was that it was the system he was fighting,
not the individual whites. He was interested only in
issues, not personalities. 1like I said, he never made
money, but he didn't need a lot of money. He never paid
good salaries, from maybe 313 to 318 per week when I
started.

He knew how to handle potentially explosive situations.
I recall once when a mob was forming to go to the jail
to protect a Negro who had been charged. They had heard
that whites were forming a lynching party. The Negroes
came to Dunjee, who saw something tragic might happen,
and he told them they were handling the situation in the
wrong way. My uncle called the sheriff, I believe it was

Ben Dancy at the time, and said some Negroes were in his
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office and were coming down to help him (the gheriff)
protect the prisoner from the white mob. Of course,

Dancy couldn't do anything but agree to let them come
down. By some quick thinking, and by using some psy-
chology, my uncle prevented what could have been a
terrible event. Needless to say, there was absolutely
no trouble.

Question: Why did he consider politics so important
for Negroes?

Dungee: 1'll start by saying he was touched by the
mystic image of the Republican party . . . it was an
emotional rather than a logical thing. Of course, he
soon learned that for the thinking Negroes in the United
States the individual running for office was the impor-
tant thing, not the political party. Obviously, he was
opposed to violence for violence sake, and thought Negroes
could make more progress at the ballot box, voting as a
bloc for candidates whom they thought would support
their best interests, and through the courts. He never
discounted the importance of the party, but he was more
interested in the candidates once he decided the Republi-
can party didan't have the answers.

Question: Would you describe Roscoe Dunjee's last
few years at the newspaper, and what he did until he died?

Dungee: Roscoe Dunjee began to mellow in the early
1950s, partly because of age and partly because of failing

health. He wasn't nearly as aggressive; some of the
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fight had gone, but that was probably because he could
see his crusades had begun to bear fruit. He became
less militant, but he still wouldn't compromise. He
began to lose confidence in himself; he knew that to
survive in the newspaper business any longer he would
have to change, and he wasn't about to change. It was
costing more money each year to stay in business and the
need for more advertising increased. Rather than con-
tinue to fight the battle, he decided to retire in 1955,
but even then he wrote editorials for the newspaper for
a few months after retirement.

Question: What were the events leading up to his
death?

Dungee: Tragically, Roscoe Dunjee lived the last
few years of his life in a rest home, largely a forgotten
man. It was sad to see people forgetting him, but that
is the way 1ife is, I guess. But history will show that
he was a greaﬁ newspaperman, a great fighter, that he
had a brilliant mind, and that Indeed he was ashead of his
time. As I said, he died without a cent; in fact, I had
to help pay for the funeral.

Question: He was not educated. How could an unedu-
cated man do what he did?

Dungee: I'll differ with you; he was educated. He
wasn't indoctrinated. Education is drawing out that
which i8 inside a person. You don't necessarily get that

at a university. Indoctrination is an input, which is
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what we have in the formal classroom setting at univer-
sities. So you see, he was educated; extremely well
educated. He just didn't become educated at a2 univer-
sity, that's all. That may be an oversimplification,
but that's how I feel.

Question: You mentioned that Mr. Dunjee never
married. Did he ever consider marriage?

Dungee: Yes, and it was kinda funny, too. He was
engaged to a girl once, and even bought a lot of furni-
ture. Unfortunately, or fortunately, he stored the
furniture in a basement pending his wedding. A rain came
and flooded the basement, and ruined his furniture. My
uncle went to the girl and told her he wasn't going to
get married without furniture. She couldn't understand
it, but that's the way it had to be, and he called off
the whole thing. As far as I know, he never came close
to getting married again.

Question: Was the newspaper given to you by Mr.
Dunjee?

Dungee: 1It's a long story about how 1 came to be
part owner of the paper. I do mot own it all. 1I'll only
mention a highlight or two., My uncle actually wanted to
close out the newspaper in the mid-19508. He had become
111, as I mentioned, and he didn't feel the newspaper
should continue in operation. But he had a few bills he
wanted to clear up before closing down, about $3,000
worth., 1 finally made an arrangement whereby I would get
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the newspaper if I paid off the bills. For reasons I
will not go into here, I did not wind up with the entire
paper; one-third is owned by Dr. G. E. Finley, a Negro
physician; and another third is owned by Dr. J. W.
Sanford, another Negro physician who is the son of a
longtime friend of my uncle. I am responsible for the
publication; they know how to take out a person's
appendix but they don't know how to run a newspaper.

Question: What are you ag editor doing differently
than your uncle?

Dungee: Well, I changed to offset, which was neces~
sary to survive, in my opinion. We farm out our print-
ing; less overhead that way, and no machinery to worry
about. I already mentioned that we became less militant,
but I want to add here that we have not compromised our
integrity. We report what happens as fairly and accu~
rately as we know how; when there is an injustice, we
call attention to it. But that doesn't mean that we have
to get invelved up to our necks.

We run as high as 32 pages in a week. The Black
Dispatch is now the top weekly in Oklahoma in texrms of
advertising lineage. I went $16,000 in debt at one time
to get the paper on a paying basis. And we have continued
the excellent record of Roscoe Dunjee by not missing a
payroll or an issue and by paying our bills. This news~
paper has published continuously for nearly 60 years--a

record not many black newspapers can match.
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Question: In your opinion, what is the future of
the black press in general and the Black Dispatch in
particular?

Dungee: Only those black newspapers with ingenuity
will survive. There is plenty of operating room for
black papers that are ingenious. Certainly there will
always be a need for the black press, simply because
black editors can relate to black people. A white edi-
tor can't relate to & Chinese with an American newspaper;
neither can he relate to & Negro. A Chinese can relate
only to another Chinese, and a Negro only relates in the
proper way to another Negro.

1'11 give you this analogy to show why a Negro news-
peper is important. If five men are sitting around talke
ing and a women enters, the tone of the conversation
changes immediately, without the woman saying a word.

Her presence is all that is necessary., This applies to
a black newspaper. 1f it is just there, in the midst of
white newspapers, it will be doing a job., Of course,
the black newspaper must operate in a business-like man-
ner and use common sense. That goes for the Black Dis~
atch, too. Remember, a3 newspaper is not so many sheets;
it is & personality. FEither people like it or dislike
it. Although the Black Dispatch 1s not the same paper it

was 20 years ago, it obviously has maintained a person-
ality that people like. There will always be 2z need for
the Black Dispatch and other black papers.
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Another longtime associate of the editor was Jimmy

Stewart, who contributed to the newspaper as a columnist
although he was never on Dunjee's payroll. An employee of
Oklahoma Natural Gas Co. in Oklahoma City for many years,
Stewart was closely allied with Dunjee until the editor re-
tired, and remained his friend until his death.2 This asso=
ciation with Dunjee is discussed in the following interviaew:

Question: When did you become involved with Roscoe
Dunjee?

Stewart: It was in the middle thirties. I got
started by helping him in the newspaper, and he en-
couraged me to write a current events column. I had
bacome interested in the National Negro Business League,
and we first became friends through this organization.

He later became president of the NNBL, which I think led
to his retirement and to his physical breakdown in the
early 1950s.

Question: 1Is it true that Dunjee launched his news-
paper for reasons other than financial gain?

Stewart: Dunjee never cared for money. He would
write editorials on weekends and leave them and go to
Dallas or elsewhere where he thought he could help Negro
progress. Very little expense money did he ever recelve
for his work in the name of the NAACP. He would use what
money he had to back up his convictions, This isn't well
known, but I know for a fact that he mortgaged his place

of business on more than one occasion so he could have
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money to make trips in behalf of the race. His work for
Negro rights didn't make him very popular with white
merchants. Dunjee wrote vigorous editorials, and people
wanted to see what he was saying. Migration to Cali-
fornia helped him stay in business, because people who
went there from Oklahoma wrote back to subscribe to the
paper. National advertising and subscriptions kept him
in business. Without them, there would have been no
Black Dispatch, although I suppose Roscoe would have

found some way to keep the doors open.

Question: Dunjee was at his writing best when attack-
ing some individual or organization. Do you feel this
statement is correct?

Stewart: Yes, that is probably true, but you should
add that he never attacked anyone without first giving
the person a chance to change his position and telling
him that he was getting ready to attack him editorially
1f he didn't change. It is important to remember that
Dunjee, contrary to what might appear in his editorials,
was an organization man. He was most effective working
behind the scenes, but he would work at the front if it
were necessary. People feared himw-~both blacks and whites.
1f he were alive today there would be unananimity within
the black community-~I can guarantee you that.

Question: When I read his editorials, I get the idea
that they were written by a Harvard-trained journalist,
or perhaps somebody from the New York Times. Yet, I
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know better., Did you consider him an outstanding writer?

Stewart: Yes, I'm not sure that I ever read after
a2 better editorial writer. Remember, he only went to
the eighth grade. But he had a fantastic legal mind.

He told NAACP lawyers what he wanted to pursue, and they
could hardly believe his ablility to think things out; I
mean deep, complicated legal procedures. Lawyers mar-~
veled at his legal miﬁd and told him he was way ahead

of his time, or that he should have been a lawyer. Dunjee
worked on the assumption that blacks were going to lose
most of their cases in the lower courts, but that they
would win moet of them in the higher courts, which he
considered less prejudiced. His batting average while
operating on this theory was pretty darned high.

Dunjee alwaye told me that the key to any lawsuit in-
volving blacks was to listen carefully to the opposing
arguments, and then quickly devise a plan that would
shoot holes in them during rebuttal, If the opposition
talked long enough, his prejudices would finally come out
in the open. Dunjee's brilliant mind and hie ability to
fight and win the gut issues made people of all races
respect him tremendously. Yes, even his enemies respected
his abilicy.

Question: What was Dunjee's greatest contribution to
black people?

Stewart: You are asking a difficult question that

could have several answers, However, I'll say the one
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thing that stands out in my mind is that while associ-
ated with the NAACP in Oklahoma he pursued seven dis-
crimination cases through to the Supreme Court, and won
four of them. He was a black leader without equal in
Oklahoma or anywhere in this part of the country. He
could gather support for a just cause, so I would say
his ability to organize Negroes for legal, social, and
political action was his greatest achievement.

Take the NAACP, for example. The old Constitutional
League was formed by Negroes in answer to the Constitu-
tional Convention. It was headed by a man named Harrison,
an attorney who helped in the fight against the grand-
father clause. But he moved to Chicago, creating a
leadership vacuum in Oklahoma, Through reading the
Crisis (NAACP publication), some Negro leaders in Okla-
homa decided to organize an Oklahoma City branch.

Dr. A. Baxter Whitby was elected president, but the
organization died during the first war.

Then along came Dunjee, who helped revive it. The
Oklahoma City branch had several legal battles in the
19208, Dunjee realized that the local branch couldn't
represent all of the state so he thought about a state
conference of branches. No such organigation had existed
until that time. The Oklahoma Conference of Branches of
the NAACP was organized and with Dunjee's leadership grew
to 89 branches. This gave Dunjee considerable nationwide
publicity, and he later was called to Texas to help
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organize a conference there. At one time the Texas
branches had 53,000 members,

Question: You were personally involved with Dunjee
in some of his fights against discrimination. What was
it like to see him in action?

Stewart: I'll give you an example. I will never
forget the time when Dunjee decided that the signs point-
ing to the Negro toilets and other segregated places at
the capitol had to come down. I went with him to
Clarence Burch, I believe it was, who was the chairman
of the State Board of Affairs, which was responsible for
installing and maintaining such things. Dunjee told
Burch that the signs had to come down. Burch said he
couldn't and wouldn't take them down unless told to do
so by law, the courts or the governor. Well, my uncle
said he was going to go to the white toilet, and that
Burch had better get somebody to arrest him.

Burch told him, 'No, I'm not going to have you
arrested.' Since we didn't get anywhere with Burch we
went to Mac Q. Williamson, the attorney general,
Williamson said: 'Roscoe, write Buxch and tell him to
remove the signe, because if he doesn't and there is a
lawsuit, the state will not defend him in court.' Need-
less to say, the signs came dowm.

Question: Specifically, in your opinion, what con-
tribution has the black press made to the Negro cause?

Stewart: The black press has been the bridge over
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which we crossed., Without black newspapers, I am cone
vinced, we would not be close to where we are today.
The black press has served as an advocate for Negroes
since its inception. And it will continue to f£fill this
role. The white press is still slow on reporting about
the social lives of Negroes, so the black press must
do it. As long as this condition exists, there will be

a need for the black press.

Retirement Brings Accolades
Telegrams poured into Oklahomz City when Dunjee re-

tired in 1955. Many were read at a testimonial in Dunjee's
honor ;

Dowdal H. Davis, an employee of the Kansas City Call:

"No person is more deserving of acclaim and recognition. , . .
He hag been a stalwart writer in the very front ranks of this
ceaseless battle for a meaningful democracy . . o3

Mrs. Ruth Haefner, then an official of the Oregon
NAACA branch: "His fearless editoriszls have been an inspira-
tion to us."”

Dr. L. H. Foster, then president of the Tuskegee
Institute: "Roscoe Dunjee has rendered a great service to
the people of America in the field of human relations. His
pioneering efforts in newspaper work has been an inspiration
for many youth in this country.”

James W. Ivy, then editor of Crisis: ‘'Roscoe Dunjee

i8 a complete examplar of a fighting crusader, who has
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achieved against odds. America is a better place through

his sharing example.”

Herbert K. Hyde, former United States district
attorney: ''Thirty one years ago I first met Roscoe Dunjee
upon my return from law school in Boston. To me he is more
than an inspiration~-he is an institution . . . ."

Thurgood Marshall, then chief counsel for the NAACP,
said Oklahoma was indebted to Dunjee for his "intelligent,
hard-hitting and unswerving leadership."” The North Star,

a white publication in north Oklahoma City, commented edi~
torially that Dunjee had carried the "torch for a long time
in Oklahoms . . . with unusual editorial skill, in years
when support of his newspaper was sketchy and the paper was
more often in the red ink than black. Dunjee never com=-
plained . . " 4n employee wrote that Dunjee's editorials
"in defense of civil rights have made him a figure to be
reckoned with at the local, state and national levels of
American society and place him in the forefront of the great

fighters for equal rights of all men. "'

Dunjee spent several
weeks in Africa while in semivetirement, using funds ralsed
at the testimonial dinner. He wrote numerous articles for

the Black Dispatch from Africa.

Death Comes at 81

111 for several years, Roscoe Dunjee died in Oklahoma
city on March 1, 1965, at the age of 8l. Jimmy Stewart still
has the telegrams received during the following days:
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Mike Monroney, then senior United States senator
from Oklahoma: 'No Oklahoman in our state's history con-
tributed more to the progress of his race than my old friend,
Roscoe Dunjee. He made the Black Dispatch 2 leader in its
comminity through decades of devoted service to his fellow
wan. His accomplishments and achievements will endure."
Henry Bellmon, then governor of Oklshoma and now its
junior U.S, senator: "His is a unique role in Oklahoma's
history. HNot only has Oklahoms lost one of her outstanding
men, but Amerlca has given up one of her earllest and most
courageous fighters for equal justice and human rights. . . ."
Roy Wilkins, executive director, NAACP: "'For more
than a quarter of a century Roscoe Dunjee stood with the
leaders of the National Assoclation for the Advancement of
Colored People through his service as 2 member of its national
boaxrd of directors and as a vice-president., His mind, his
energies, and his voice made vital contributions to the poli-
cles and programs of the association and he backed them up
tirelessly and effectively, both as a hometown citizen and
as a nationally known publisher and editor. Besides all this,
he wag a warm and respected human being, blessed with the
warmth and affection of countless friends. . . ."’
The Daily Oklahoman said Dunjee was & "son of slavery
who fought a dogged, lonely battle for human rights in Okla-
homa's fledgling daya."s It reported that Dunjee "ironically,
was too 111 to comprehend the successful fight for passage
of the civil rights bill" of the mid-1960s.
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No greater tribute was pald Dunjee than that which

appeared in the Oklahoms City Advertiser, a white weekly that
had competed against the Black Dispatch for advertising.

(See Appendix) Owmer Freda Ameringer eulogized in thie
editorial:

There was drama, a sense of history, at the little
New Hope Baptist Church out on Northeast Seventh Street
Saturday morning, when funeral services were held for
Roscoe Dunjee.

Those who filled the church to over flowing were
from many walks of life, white as well as Negro;
older men and women who had worked with the falien
crusader; younger people who had caught his vision and
were carrying on; those of humble rank, distinguished
men of letters, those in high city, county and state
government. And there was no mistaking the feeling of
respect, sorrow and loss, . . . As I took my seat, 1
could not help thinking of these verses in
Ecclesiastes:

"To everything there is a season, and a time to
every purpose under the heaven;

'A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to
plant, and a time to pluck up that which is
planted.'

. « « It was in 1915 that Roscoe Dunjee began his
career as printer and newspaper publisher. Have we
stopped to consider how much the picture has changed
in the ensuing 50 years? Those were the days of lynch~-
ings and mob rule, all-wvhite primeries, separate cars
and waiting rooms, wretched health and educational
standards for the Negro. Thxough 40 turbulent years
Rogscoe Dunjee fought to make 1ife better for his race.
Denied the normal happiness of wife and family, his
paper, this struggle, was his entire life, . . . The
torch he held aloft iighted the path for others who
took up the battle. For the more moderate, less un-
compromising, he voiced np censure. There was work
for all. But his beacon light burned no less bri%htly.
Unique among men was Roscoe Dunjee, no one quite like
him, in Oklahoma nor in the nation.

In reporting the funeral, the Oklahoman said ''people
of all ages and stations, from gradeschoolers to elders on

crutches~~old friends, old fellow campaigners and young
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beneficiaries of the rights Dunjee helped them achleve-~
listened intently and ramambared."la Perhaps the Rev. E. J.
Perry said it best when he gave thanks "for this departed
gladiator who fought on a high plane.”

Dunjee school was named for the editor prior to his
death. It stands not far from the small farm on which he
lived for so many vears. He had turned down an earlier
offer for a school namesake because the bullding in question
would have been only for N@grnes.ll

It wasn't until after his death that another sig-
nificant event involving Dunjee's name took place. In 1969,
a portrait of the editor was accepted by Gov. Dewey Bartlett
of Oklahoma to hang in the official gallery at the Oklahoma
Historical Society building. ? It was only fitting that
Dunjee was the first black man so recognized by the state.
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CHAPTER VIII
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Roscoe Dunjee was a man among men who accomplished
more by word and deed than any black man in Oklahoma history.
Indeed, the 20th century has yet to produce a black men who
fought more relentlessly and unselfishly to lead Negroes out
of a wilderness of hopeleesness and frustration than the
editor of the Black Dispatch,

Lacking a formal education but blessed with an alert,
inquiring mind, Dunjee could have heen a successful business-
man or politician. But hechm&ng a financial or political
success did not interest him; it was what he could do for
an oppressed race that counted, Certainly, he didn't estab-
1ish the newspaper ag a business proposition, because he
knew that he had two strikes ageinst him the day he opened
the doors. Historically, black newspapers were short-lived.
He was going to be the exception rather than the rule.

A newspaper was & vessel through which he could fight
1ily-whitism and "Negrophobia,” a term he may well have
originated, For more than 40 years Dunjee used the paper to
goad, prod, tantalize and shame the white establishwent, with
40 per cent of his editorials dealing with civil rights
issues (Table 1).
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To use a trite expression, Dunjee worked within the
system as a rare type of leader who could command respect
from his adversaries. If he seemed inconsistent on some
isgues, it must be remembered that he lived at a time when
the beleaguered black man was ridiculed, tricked, spat upon,
insulted and relegated to a position of second class citizen~
ship by a majority race that considered black skin akin to
leprogy. Much of what Dunjee professed had to be dictated
by the conditions of the moment. Undismayed by setbacks, he
felt the black man would have his day in court.

Before Dunjee was born the United States had recog-
nized, in theory at least, the black man's right to citizen-
ship and franchisement. As Dunjee was to discover 50 years
later, what little progress the Negro had made during the
last quarter of the 19th century was being eroded during the
first part of the Z0th. The white man was still attempting
to separate blacks from all ties with their language, re-
ligion, and customs when Dunjee launched his newspaper.

It is doubtful that a person of lesser talent and
conviction could have kept the Black Dispatch out of bank-
ruptcy. His paper was doomed to oblivion. Why should it
succeed where others had failed? Primarily it was because
he had a fierce pride that simply would not allow him to fail.
His zeal was stronger than the forces that opposed him.
Dunjee could not see a great deal of difference in the cir-
cumstances under which his father had been forced to flee
the United States and the circumstances under which blacks
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were living in the early part of the 20th century. The
black man was still imprisoned, socially, economically, and
geographically, Also in his favor was the fact he never
considered all whites bad and all blacks good. Quick to
criticize, he was always ready to cite progress, But he
never sold out to advertisers or to a political party, as
had many black editors before him,

Out of admiration for Abraham Lincoln and Frederick
Douglass, Dunjee was an early disciple of the Republican
party. Disallusioned, he changed to the Democrats in 1932,
and in later years promoted black political independence.
While he urged blacks to vote as a bloc, he became convinced
that their freedom would come from a centralized goverument
in Washington and from higher courts, Early in his career
he supported the doctrine of separate but equal, but it
didn't take him long to recognize that such & social arrange-
ment was not only impossible but impractical, He became an
integrationist, convinced that inequality was inherent in
separation. And he called for government poverty programs
long before such ideas hecame commonplace in the United States.

When Dunjee saw blacks condemmed by all-white juries,
he called for minorities to be included on juries. When he
saw blacks riding in separate and dangercus public convey-
ances, he called for miwed seating. He opposed laws pro=-
hibiting black-white marriages, reasoning that thousands of
children had white fathers and black mothers and that what
was transpiring illegally in bedrooms should be made legal
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through intermarriages.

Possessed with exceptional leadership and organiza-
tional ability, Dunjee mobllized the Oklahoma Negro to rally
for black causes. The NAACP "conference of branches" was
his idea., Using the courts to break down university segre~
gation was his idea. Pursuing criminal and civil cases
through the lower courts to the highest in the land was his
idea. In each aésa, he engineered the course for Oklahome
Negroes as adroitly as a helmsman steers a glant ship into
a small harbor.

Accused of being a Communist, Dunjee never enter~
tained serious thoughts about joining the party. He wasn't
particularly impressed by communism, although he did accept
some of the tenets of that ideology. Opposed to violence,
he did encourage Negroes to stand their ground against whites
when the majority was in the wrong. A generous person him-
self, Dunjee never hesitated to ask Negroes for money to
pursue a court case in behalf of a black or group of blacks.
In many cases, he contributed personal funds to such causes,
mortgaging his property if need be,

Whatever his achievements, Dunjee was above all a
fighter for black rights. This was his only reason for
operating & newspaper, The profit motive was incldental,

If he had a place to sleep, clothes to wear and an sutomobile
to drive, he was content with meager profits. The fight

began to leave Dunjee in the early 1950s. It was brought on
by the aging process, accompanied by physical problems. But
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before the fire flickered for the last time, Dunjee saw the
U.8. Supreme Court rule that racial school segregation was
unconstitutional. While Dunjese, of course, had no role to
play in the Brown vs. Topeks Board of Education case, the
historic decision was a culmination of decades of court
struggles initiated by men like Dunjee who felt that America
could not truly be the land 65 the free until an equal oppor=-
tunity was available to every person, regardless of the
color of his skin.

What does the future hold for the Black Dispatch?
The writer believes a fair assessment is that the newspaper
will succeed where Dunjee falled, and will fail where Dunjee
succeeded, The newspaper will earn dollars where Dunjee
earned pennies. Whereas under Dunjee the Black Dispatch
wag a militant voice, the newspaper today adheres to a
softer line. Unfortunately, it would appear that a local
black newspaper cannot be both a financlally socund business
and a militant volice. That is a fact of life that the
present management is well aware of. Roscoe Dunjee did not
choose to make money. Today's owners are not choosing a
hard line approach to racial matters. As long as the Black
Dispatch refrains from militancy, it would appear to have a
good chance for survival. Every indication is that any other
approach is out of the question.

While local, privately-owned black newspapers still
need to call attention to discriminatory rvacial practices,

it would appear that the extremist approach to racial matters
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is being left to black organizations thst distribute news-
papers and magazines on a national basis. Organizations
such as the Congress for Racial Rquality, the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, and Black Panthers either
did not exist or were not on the front lines battling for
black rights 30 and 40 years ago.

Today the black man still hasa't attained a full
share of the American dream. But this is no discredit to
editors such a8 Roscoe Dunjee, without whose vision and
courage Negroes would perhaps still be living in the cold,
dark isolation of the 19th century.
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By 1932 Dunjee was publishing a more attractive
newspaper while still headlining the sensational.
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Binga Jury Disagrees; To Get New Tnal
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Reading Their On Proclamation

Grond Master Lox McNoil, Enfaula (left) and Endowmen: Sacratary
o T Huttow, Sepulpa (right) of St John Grand Ledge, Al F. & A,
a o show in tha pictere sbowve reading the Black Dispatch during
w8 of the Pythian Grand lodge last wesk.
or these two dignitaries was created on this occasion by the
cative in the {ssue of the 9th of the proclamation announcing the
coming wession of the Masonic Grand Lodge, which convenes in Boley
Auguat 510,

Ose prragraph ia the recent proclamation issusd by Grand Master
McNeil savs o3 that Mrs. Lillie Tcl!uﬁrrn Grand Worthy Matros,
Perry, who wan sivicoon seriously ill in a sonthern Kansas 1nwn, has
Mplolnl; revorerad sud has returoad bome,

“SAY, JOHN, COME TAKE HESE
NIGGERS TO SEE THOSE SCET7E
BORO NIGGERS,” SAYS ¥ A%

STARTLING STATEMENT 18 M.LiDE TO HORACE
MANN BOND, WHO VISITED PRISON DURING
NATIONAL NEGRO TEACHERS MEETING

Wreiter Gives Close-Up on What States Have
Spent in Making Condemned Boys
Good Citizens

MISTAKEN IDENTITY IS BELIEF OF
FRIENDS OF MAN ACCUSED OF
CRIMINALLY ASSAULTING WOMAN

MER EMPLOYERS WHO DO NOT THINK HIM
GUILTY

Held Without Bond, Defense Testimony Will
Given in Forthc&oming Term of Circuit
Court

KANSAS CITY, Mo., July 23.—Whether the uni
ed word of a woman who claima tn have “ident
man ofter having seen him only once under

lights and when she was ndmltledly under great stress,
shall stand against the testimony of people who for yeara
have known the integrity of the the man in quostion and
are willing to spend money to prove it, is the real matter
which will be decided in :Ee trinl of Charles Rnl!lnd

Baven white fnmlllu who !:ave ey

llevee ﬁnm lmnnurl:b. “”“‘y oﬂev" Prlsoner Bllnded
In Memphis Jail

it #o strongly that they hava hired

a lawyer to defend him. The case |

has bocome n rnauar of their loy-

olty growing out of their know-
| ladge o1 Rolland varllm !Iw !mltlng

aceu:

MEMPHIS. Tenn,, .Tuly‘Zl.

ANP)—"Tt wns Just o ‘nig=

ger' fight," Bheriff Bacon

told a judge in the comnty

court Tueaday when Muckeg

prees

od with the sitack of Mrs. Nel o
Sehlup, white, the nlght of June
18 in the vieinlty of Twellth streat
tand Monron avenue. He apposred
in Justice Joseph J. Dougherty's
court Wednesday for am ment
on chargos of criminal assault and
robbary.
Overflow Courtroom.

His friends, allies and well-wish-
era apyeared with him, They flled | had boen arrested through the ma-

identification of the
Rolland has been huld in Jall
ginee June 22 without bond, cha
Lee Forbes applied for ai
from the county after having
lost his eyesight in jail.

the benches, They used up all the (liee of o neighbor and held in jail
standing room. They overflowed 'three days. While he was in cus-
the eourtroom. = They stood on the [tody, a trusty brought him food

sidewalk outside and peered in.
With the exception of a Emall
group of Communists, they lhnd
not heen ssked to come. They did
not feel that Rolland waz in the
wrong and they wanted n chance

and told him ho would have to ey
25 cents for it or suifer a wii
Forbies told the trusty he d
have the monoy. The ’Ll’us‘.)‘
turned later, according to Imbu,
and” throw I.lni}h\g hot water inta

Am u’"‘“’ in Dot

CHARLES ROLLAND AIDED BY FRIENDS AND FOR- o

| eeremonles,

Forbes told the ecourt that ha|d

mg. NE

Johnson Choir Not So
Hot In New Spot

NEW YORK, July 28— (ANP)
Varloty's Taviewar who o ped in
on the'new nct of Hall .!olnn!bn’
cholr which was tried out at the
Academy last week, did not think
so._much of the unit in its new
iome,  Knul writes In the thentri-
ublication:
all Johnson's Negro choir of
some 21 veices la ndmittedly one
of tha finest choiry In the country.
As concort material they're groat.
l‘l\eg uwnn showed at the Roxy with
rosults. Buk in vaudoville—
nnd on 1dth street—it's a different
story. The audienco didn't know
what wan intended,

HTo mnke things worse thera's a
misconstrued attenipt to stago the
thing into a Havrlom revue, A col-
ared announcer in evening clothes
m out on the apron and tries

humsrous ns a master of

He' announces the
rhmr, which appears in ‘one’ be-|
fore p shabby }

arowdad and unplensant eifact, vs-
pecially sines nl(, are in costumo of
somo sort.

“Tho master of ceremonics and
dancing do not fit. 'Thig ln't a
]:Inrlrnl naty e fine singing, It

ta be presonted with dignity.
If lhc rmrival meeting ides were
pmlon ed to flll out the entire
time, it might have a chance, and
n guoei one, m pieked spoba, As is,
1t's hopaless.”

e Er e T

YORK, 8. C., July 23.—(ANP}
Althoush Tt broke a stick over hig
victim's head before he shot him
to death, F. 8. Robinzon, white,
WS n:qmtxed of a murdér charge
hero in tho death of Cortex Smith.
The white man plendad that [n self-
defenga ho broke the club over
Smith's head and then ahot him

Alleged Bootlegger
Slain
WMEMPHIS, Tenn., Jul_v 28, —(A
buoﬂeggnr. was shot and killed

Sunday night h; Mrs. Annie Smith,
rhn claims taat Dobbs eamo to

her home fo colloct zome money
owed 1
foree his way .
fun:to protect her castle.

ta say 30, hia: face.
A e He lins lm tha alght of ang oy
(o o;
L o { (Continvied oh Page 2, Col 4)
Taken To Hot f"lalr
BIR!IUN(-HAM 1 i

(ANTY— James

ﬂm'lun;:
ek, Wil trﬂmn ta )
whore Bo s to bo elog
1y 29, The Supreme court

|

contly nffirmed the eoavietion
and. sentence of lawer eourts
and denied Jorda sw hearing.

Annﬂ]_e?ﬂéc;iver BORN WHICH HUBBY
For Victory Life

CHICAGO, July 21.—(A
NP)—James Gullatt, white

of ‘the State of ilinots, was

FEW_ MONTHS FOLLOWING MARRIAGE BABY

GDNTENDS 1S WHITE

Woman Finally States Father of Child Is
White Man; Conspiracy Charges Ma:
Be Filed

ay

l}V.?ss"Ng‘l;!ON iJulymﬂ—(CNS)—Ch-:imn§ n:;& his
agistant atiorney geneml | wee uced him info the marriage siate by Frapd and /U
e lduwlt without his knowledge, Williars Edwards of 17172

house curtaln for a |

P)—Roy Dnhba, alleged to be a s

Hir husband and tried to )i
She nsed u zhot- | ¢

Langston Guard
Bags Sugar Thief

EIGHT SACKS SAID TO HAVE
BEEN IN HANDS OF DIS.
CHARGED EMPLOYEE

Term Nears Close
With Teachers Unpaid

LANGSTON, Okl July
23.—The cat is out of the
bag. Semi-official informs-
tion has at last besn seenred
which alleges that p cortain
high official, recently dis-
charged, was caught by the
gunrds on the campus, afloy
having looted Hie univers
store rooms of eight sacks o
isugar,

Boeause of tha previeusly
puhtlrn] mln!lmninp ol thig
to the administration, every
i being mada to keop theve
facts from the publie, brnzu
krown thit I
Hing disclosure
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ing freely suld that the necent
news of D I W. Young was the
direct reaction of the terribic dis
covery and disclosure when th
rd canght o supposed 1o %

ing the store rooms.

While no one i
nected with the un ¥
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The energetic Dunjee often used most of the

space on a page for his editorials.



_ OPINIONS

Black

to relieve this ugly situation several months ago, and while,
‘g.he noticeable reduction of hitch-hiking on the highways
is easily attributable to this governmental function, there
is much yet to be done before the afl ths of the depres
sion have been fully relieved. ] ] !
While while people are thinking in these terms, it

should not be overlpoked that the same condition is devel-
oping among young Negro hoys. Not so long ago a high-
jacking oceurréd down in the southern part of the city.
Several weeks later praperty belonging fo the vietim was
found in a pawn shop and later traced to a young Negro
boy. 'In jail at the present lime is a young Negro boy

ADVERT!S;‘NG' gﬁﬁd’mnm
0 Gl s Lagos, Cola Coas

‘Angeles, Rochester, Kanaas
yrh -

charged with attempted hi-jackings during the past two
weeks. Citizens complain of constant robbeéries in the
Negro section, and in fact one Negro merchant had his life
almost taken near the Searborouprh school, and his wife's

. MEMBER :
usoc&.\m NEGRO
PRESS

| by party label;

n indgpendent newspaper, not bound
T b

pocketbook spatehed by individuals who, he states, were
Negroes, ! :

What we desive to say is that some effort should be
made by Negroes along with the whites to work out some
rehabilitation program which may prove effective,  We
do not believe the Negro citizens have been ps persistent
in' their demands for CCC opportunities for Negro boys.
1t is the general information of everybody that few black
boys in this state have heen given advantage in this federal

‘mecording to the At of Congress, March 3, 1879.

'E_n'tawl ag ;s&:and (ass Makter at the Post Office at Oklahoma City,

setup. ;

Again, it is patent that unless some special provisions
are made, the plans proposed by Mr. Mosier will be worked
out for white boye in its enfirety. We sugpgest that a pro-

ROSCOE DUNJEE, EDITOR

posal he made that housing space at the Boys' Training
SHehool be doubled. The Boley institution has been filted to

_ Setting Our Judicial House in Order

s lannched 4 determined war on erime and

Aboffors a Tour-poink progra
Kol attack.  Here is My, Ma
1. Ajdtate court of o)
feximinal cagee uway from coun
sF A atendde police T
by ang talie charg
3. That prrdeny bl
Fiihpry casen
Fhal-prézent duy pepal pra
aeiigeion: af Hie w 45
and ernfarcement authorlis

endum;
o, 0kl gvial of all majos

rland’

e COUN
fold w only

b

“fin extrnn
i titde of

e

Fiueted - by logal aemtiment b

akfes with thi kpoad and cerl 1 good government.
S My lovery hurd: to srelive ¢
dempanor o fulony by o fyre of hi
CEhe: eounly proxechtor who muat. depend for
ort of the eriminal’e frfonds." 3 ol
! fo apres completely and fully in every posilion and
Hewnoint takon by the goveripr-éloct on this question.
Whial he has o say has heen onr certain knowledge fo
iny sents, What we inlend by elevating My land's
amarks 1o our columns iz to measure the Negro's § nddieial
rpés With the vardstick he affers, : d
For inatance, we wonder fiow much effeck !*public
entiment'” and Tenr of palitieal vhlivion has upan white
fficials when a Negro's case comes up in cotrt, ummtiu!l}‘
hwhere 2 wihite person is the prosceuting witness, ~Take for
bnstanice (e Seottshora case. Was truth sidestepped for
public sentiment 7" i
Soveral venrs ago a Negro woman was fried in Okla-
hama County for shooting a white man wha sought to rape
[Ber young danghter. The County Attorney's office issued
wirrint for the binel woman' but never did agree to
prrest (he proven white would-be rapist, The Judge, even
fter thy white man’s own child on the stand unwittingly
old of the struggio of fe Negro ehild and the white fiend
e bedroom, and going into intimate details, refused to
rder the white man arrested.
Those wha soek 1o corvect our judicial svstem and
make more effective vur efforts against erime would do
rell to sty conet procedure from this angle. Somewhere
Lsetup welt # eultusd which breeds viplence
abe a gap in our judicial proc:
v or honor aeross which we may
vad to rectitade and moral respon-

ty Tricmda and neighbors, t
ro-election on th

E

nar-elect is making 4 stinging
1ent which 'reiiches ba
hte. Eeven though this go
prin¢iple, we have always

self-rovernment is a fail-
i into this modern agd, itis'as ob-

, we might turn with

Loeal self-government

{hority in the yarions political units

f Enpland as “cential condrol” bas in our srizller political

i mbdivigions in the Uniled Stat Adminpistration and

Samtrel in England i3 vestéd in the Crowiand the Com-

Wions. Public sentiment Tor relatives, race and Triendshas
ihout ns much chanee in Enplish courts as a snowball
vould have in the south end of Hell,

- AWhatis the zesult? England stands foday as a nation
i ‘discipline and honor.  When Seotland Yard starts out
Ater her man, that man is doomed. | The recovd of eonyic-

1015 Tor erime in England, pius the records which show the

xiverely low erime rafe; shiould pul America to shane.

- Another vital point should be stressed veparding Eng-

In pur cotntry we make a fetigh of a constitu-

en by provineials who could nob sde beyond the

£l self-povernment, In England Par-
ution, 1ow much howling.do vou
weavenil one were to stigmost
sdocument ever written' and
g marals o ahid i
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capacity Tor years, It appears that a fine pieee of work

could be done in the interest of Negro juveniles, and af a

minimum cost to government, by doubling the dormitory

capucily at the Boley sclmr)i} : '
)

st o

L B=

come because of the see 1he hers

¢ p which people
Black Dispatch has had to USE AND SERVICE in thelwst o
United States.

. We were loday checking back across some of the early | 1955,
day efforts of the Black Dispateh, in the files of the pub- siood
lication. We wonder how many of the old timers recall] points
that first charity tree we had for the poor in
our office on First Street. There was no organized charity
in Oklahoma City among the black or white during that
period. We shall never forget how instantly two of the!
fine women of that period, Mrs, E. W. Caruthers (now
dead) and Mrs. Fred Williams, came to our assistance. It
was the sornerstone upon which the Federation of Colored
Women's Clubs in this city first started its effort to assist
the friendless and destitute. We turned the Black Dis-
pateh Christmas tree over to the club women the second
year; and Tor many vears the old grey mule from Walnut-
vale Hauled the annual Christmas tree to the city. "Tis a !’
o hark from that day to the stupendous organized char-
ity of today. The Black Dispatch has not, however, ever %
yelaxed ils efforts to always fight the battles of the poor,!

destitute and hungry. ¢

Disfranchisement was rampant evervwhere over Ok
lahoma when the Black Dispateh came upon the scene of
aclion. It was just at this time the then Governor, Bob
Williams, called the extraordinary session of the legisla-
ture Lo passithe present registration lusw for the purpose of
taking the place of the voided “Grandfather” taw, Thenl]
eame our finst real fight, and our first temptadion. '\\‘ri
were offered e chance to “make big monev™ if we would
wrile several articles “agreeing o the prineiple that it is
alright Lo prevent ignovant Negroes from voling.”™

We took the opposite course. We assumed the po
tion that imnorant Negroes had just as i
as jenoiant whites. itizenship and its guarantees under
the constitution knew 1o eolos lie inooud philosopi

i

Twenty Years i
Turn to the front page of this issue. Look at the vols|

ume number just below the masthiead, 1t veads: “Volume |

LAEES S e ch!-_, Novembor thie'Black Dis il eplr

13 its release from short pants of cliildhdod

{ Shi il
[‘we point to the fuet that svedinye entered our twel i
[ yoar of conlimrous pablivation wider oneminaEemant.

| Twenty yvears? We have enjoyed:evory minute of the

It has bean twenty years of hard work, bul the
thrill, enthusiasm, and® inspirdtion we have accumilated
out-of daily stengele, The effective contacts we have lad
with life’s problems, the ahvious influgnee and conligence
of the masses we have enjoyed ; the wohderful Triendships
we have formed have eanused us o feel we have justified
our existence, thus buoying us on toward more rugged
paths and troubloug fields of seryice,

It seems only as yeslerday when we stirted out, in
many respects unprepared for our ehosén Lask, There was
very Jittle eneoutagement at fivst.  You know, in Negro
life, most of us who start out to. do o definite thing are
Taunching our lives upon uncharted seas.. That is to sny,
wo know nothing about technie, methods and seiency nec-
pasiry Lo achiove our poal, Fov years we must fumble in
the dark, It lakes faith aud courdee Lo embark on such
a voyage and those wlio have the spivit Lo ‘‘rush inwhere
angels Tear fo tread” saerifice many useful vears losating
tha lighthouse of their ambition and hope, i
1 s this general lack of prepatation among ambitious
Negroes, and the knowledge within the ranks of their awn
group that the individual lacks special prepavation to do
a definite task, which canses slight support and co-opepa-
tion to eminate from within. Actually, at the outset, Ne-
wrpes who launch out on uncharted s gl more Support
Trom without their group than from within.

Almost every Negro business man to whom ohe may
point will tell you this i¢ ki experience. No one helieves
fie can do the job: and as a vesult, when he dogs, by acei-
dent or method, reach the top of the hill, he arrives there
as an individualist and one wholly lacking in knowledge of
the planned co-operative programs of other racial groups,
We recall distinetly how one of our best friends in the
eatly vears tool fime away from his business to comg to us
and sav, “¥You are making a mistake, You have made &
good living for your mother and have given her 4 home,
This new move will fail snd veu will lese all you have
gained. Go back to the farm and your molher.”

This man was then, is now, and always has bheen, a
friend, " He cens d himself giving his friend the best
advice passible. 'os of others felt the same way, They
were not-so voecal about it: but their lack of co-operation
showed they were encouraging the thosght of an impos-
sible task ahend.

It would not be fair to say tha
vears and struggle there were ng hely
in, "Inthe picture above we have s
survey of the Negro's outlook and &
Many did offer assistance;  Werem
 after about thirty-six monthsin the
spent all of our cash and just ab of oitr spirit, that
the grand old man of Oklahom . Inman E. Page,
'senged the situation and slipped & ¢heck inour hands that
tided us over. We have often wondered just where we
would have landed had it not been for his financial assist-
ance given ug at that time.

- Many wondered why we liept our business in a dark
hagement for many vears. They felt we Should have a
lighted plate glass front up on the stieet. Even afier we
began to attract attention outside the confines of Oklaho-
ma, we met our friends withoul embarrassment in the 6ld
‘busement. It was a rent-free basemoent, furnished hy an-
\ather friend from within the race, Dr. W. H. Blaughler. You
can put-another peg down right at this point. We doubt
vory seriously whether we could have reached our twen-
tisth year-had it not E}ee}; fordhe year's Iree rent in the old

Beore.

luring those early
1ands from wilk-
“to give a general
ie toward his own.
»on one divle day,
me, when we had

1 th

reaxoning, and ‘we- did not fail to say so. | We rect

ol Gavernor Bob, after veading one of « tles to him

e ling  his efforts to disfuanchise N 08, Wiote

thiis significant paragraph during the o v of his et

Non remind ns of & man with achip c houlder
VD I

tie todet, some oneiio knoek

ad our feeling wlright, liy
Vo enouil th as )
yholel world
ledrned hetle .
Then the World War eame, with its wifaie trediment v

B

shoulders

1% 011 out

of the Newgvo soldier, Memories veturn of the day we stond
in the old Skirvin Hotel and made our plea before the
County Couneil of Defense for more humane treatmend ' 3

of black people, We won onr point, resalting in the elevi
tivn of Negroes to the coiference table of the. Delense
Couneil. We neverioan Torpet the downpight fuss we hnd
qith a mpn we have later learned to know- a5 o friend, on
the evemhip of the day we spoke before the County Cour
Lot Defense,  Thel man was-John i, Bonrdman, Doar
man thought he, and mémbers of the white coungily
tho right 1o designate the
council.  We took the posi
mine their own leadership,
the Black Disputeh on this quest
Boardn later mgreod that our |
was duving this period we epjoyvet
perienices with D AL B. Wihithy, Rev. T
Judge C. B Anmes fvd Rev, T, H, Baryedl,

Apitation for segregation bepan to shaw i
ingthe World War, and later duying the ddmini
Jack Walton as mayor of Oklahoma ,anattempl b
enforee an ordinance was started at SBecond and Central |
The Black Dispateh then, as wow, threw itsell squarely into |
the fray. Those timid Negroes who assume that Herberl|
15, Hyde and K. T, Bavbour do not know whal they |
doing in the pre
in 19283 we won in the Tederal distriet of w
liomia, 4 case identical and exactiy the same as the i
one. The federal eourt took original jurisdiction in thal
instance, as it will surely do duriig the coise of e coi-
ing Denver hearving. The Black Dispateh it proud ot its}
twenty-venr old battle ngainst segregation. We shall
wiys eppose dan attempl to throftle freedom of
among America’s citizens,

As tho venrs have fleeted by we have attempled
ways, tostand on ilie battle line fighling Iy
Crowism and every malicious attempt to sabo
riglits and privileges.. We have sought to b
educational opporfunitive.  In fact, {he B
wag Jaunched with its arms in the air battling
uithaly politieal influences first entering Langsion LA
sity at that time, Fighting for Langston has inde
a twentyv-yeat-old battle.

Throughout all of the storm and strife of twenl
we have always held to the optimistic view that
{ail t¢ do much that they should do and would do be
they fail to see the picture we see, We excuse {l
Tom with this thought. ' It is a ease of lack of vision,

Most of the battles we have lagnched have been hain-
pered by the Unele Tom Negro who, even in lis selfishn
would change were he to envision the potentialities in pow-
er, material gain and raeial self vespecl vesiding in ¢
siveness and solidarity, They perish because of I
vision.

| Measured by the yardstick of vision, we beliove Ne
groes ave progressing. More and more they ave closing o
ranks and refusing to be proselyted by the doelrine offi
mamentary expediency. We believe the past few veap

of depression have, however, brought more light and Viv
sion to black falk than any lendership that has ceme from
sithin the race, HRegimenlation hag stripped naked aund
have our provincial individualism, We see more elealy
than ever before the impote ofl8 SETA

(ho depression may tear froy

-
)

-

il

ssent ease should refleel upon the fadt tha

zr (ks
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I hasement at d00 Fast Second Strei, il the later years,
in‘tlie same spot, when we mif well-have said we were
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Text of the editorial written by Freda Ameringer,
editor of the Oklahoma City Advertiser, following

Dunjee's funeral.



FRONTPAGE EDITORIAL

‘A Good Life

By Freda Ameringer

There was drama, a sense of history, at the litile
New Hope Baptist Church out on Northeast Seventh
Street, Saturday morning, when funeral services were
held for Roscoe Dunjee.

Those who filled the church to overilowing were
from many walks of life, white as well as Negro; older
men and women who had worked with the fallen cru-
sader; younger people who had caught his vision and
were carrying on; those of humble rank, distinguished
men of letters, those high in city, county and state
government. And there was no mistaking the feeling
of respect, sorrow and loss,

The casket was open and one could not help noting
that the figure within locked surprisingly youthful for
his nearly 83 years, despite all the hard fighting for a
cause dear to his heart and particularly the illness
which had extended over his last eight years, As I
took my seat 1 could not help thinking of these verses
from Ecclesiastes:

“To everything there is a season, and a time
to every purpose under the heaven:

“A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to
plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted.”

-Given a choice surely this one-time restless soul
would have preferred death in the fray to his long
enforced idleness on the side lines.

# * * *

For those of us who have not realized how swift
is the pace at which our world moves there is distinct
shock in the story of Roscoe Dunjee. Here was a min
whose father was actually a slave, escaping in his
27th year to Canada by the underground railroad. The
father came with his family to Oklahoma Terrvitory
in 1892 and they eked out a precarious living on a little
farm near Choctaw. When the elder Dunjee died young
Roscoe carried on with the farming and ‘‘peddling”
vegetables from door to door until his mother, sisters
and a brother were able to carry oun for themselves.

It was in 1915 that Roscoe Dunjee began his career
as printer and newspaper publisher. Have we stopped

to consider how much the picture has changed in the -

ensuing 50 years? Those were the days of lynchings
(Conlinued on Page 1%)
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(Continued from Page 1}

and mob rule, all-white primaries, separate cars and
waiting rooms, wretched health and educational stand-
ards for the Negro. Through 40 turbulent years Roscoe
Dunjee fought to make life better for his race. Denied

the normal happiness of wife and family, his paper,,
i

this struggle, was his entire life,

The typographical appearance of.The Black Dis-*

patch often caused fellow printers to shudder. But
there was “the bleod, sweal and tears” of the hattle
in what Roscoe Dunjee wrote, There was never any
doubt about where he stood on issues. This is what
counted with his followers. What did the smeary type
and the cuts which wouldn’t print matier?

The torch he held aloft lighted the path for others
who took up the battle, For the more moderate, less
uncompromising, he voiced no censure. There was
work for all, But his beacon light burned no less bright-
ly. Unique among men was Roscoe Dunjee, no one
quite like him, in Okiahoma nor in the nation.

£ ¥ * 5

When history evaluates leadership in the Negroes'
struggle for justice in this country I believe that Thur-
good Marshall will stand among those at the very top.
For he is the man, be ii.remembered, who carried the
fight for the integration of public schools to the highest
court in the land—and won.

What an epitaph for any man in any age!

Through the weary years he waged this struggle,
against almost inconceivable odds. it is not strange
that he and the fiery Oklahoma editor became close
friends. Marshall came to speak at a testimonial din-
ner for Dunjee in 1855 and he was back Saturday—
now Judge Marshall of a U, S. Circuit Court in New
York-for the funeral. It was the last service he could
do his friend and perhaps herealized his coming would

have pleased him more than all the flowers and

messages,
B3 L # L d

“From the heart it rings, to the heart it c]ings,”“

wrote Goethe long ago.

So of Thurgood Marshall’'s words at the bier of
Roscoe Dunjee.

He spoke of the blessing which working with his
friend had meant to him; of the great inspiration he
had been to everyone, of an ability which would have
made him a wealthy man had he cared for himself.
He spoke of Roscoe Dunjee’s high standing in national
councils of the NAACP, of the fact that the hard-
pressed organization was never called on to help in
any of the Oklahoma fights because “‘Ruscoe always
raised the money needed.”

“Rights we take for granted today he had to fight
for,” Judge Marshall reminded, ‘““a gallant, free spirit
who never accepted segregation for himself. Always
Roscoe sat where he pleased, trains, buses, wherever he
went,”

* L * E

Nor in death, Judge Marshall might have added,
For Roscoe Dunjee was buried in quiet Fairlawn, also
the final resting place of many civic, business and
political leaders of city and state. Our Oklahoma sun
and winds quickly withered the flowers which banked
his grave; but the lessons of faith and courage in such
a life live on, Countless men and women in countless
years will “pluck up that which” he planted.
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A Dunjee speech delivered at the National Colored
Democratic Convention was placed in the Congressional
Record in 1940,




(Not printed at Government expense)

Congressional Record

National Colored Democratic Association

KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY ROSCOE DUNIJEE

Mr. THOMAS of Oklahoma. Mr. President, the National
Colored Democratic Association recently held a national con-
vention in the Eighth Regiment Armory in Chicago. The
keynote address before this convention was delivered by Mr.
Roscoe Dunjee, editor of the Black Dispatch and a highly
respected citizen of my State of Oklahoma. I ask unanimous
consent to have the address printed in the Appendix of the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

There being no cbjection, the address was ordered to be

printed in the Recorp, as follows:

I understand that Oscar DePriest, a distingulshed citizen of
this community, has done us a great honor. 1 am advised he says
that Negro Democrats are “foolcrats”™ I come today to beard
the llon in his den. I want to devote a lot of my time today to
the Negroes in America, who, like Oscar DePriest, assume the
philosepby of Lot’s wife, locking backward at the Republican ruins
of Sodom and Gemorrah.

VOTE IN OKLAHOMA

I come from Oklahoma, that falr State where the Indian and
the coyote used to roam. I eome from a State where 40.000
Megroes now vote in the Democratle primary, and I come from

" during the last Presldentisl campaign admonishing an old colored

below the Mason and Dixon's line to fling this challenge In the face !

of Oscar DePriest:

The 40,000 “foolcrats’ down in Oklahoma, who have sense enough
to be Democrats, are the black men and women who by their
vision and good fellowship among the citizens with whom they live
are going to politically liberate the millions of beleaguered mem-
bers of our race now disfranchlsed in the far reaches of the
Southland.

NEGRO ASILEEP

lady whom he said symbolized all of the Negro Demoernts in Amer-
tca. He sald there was an old colored lady up here in Chicago
wha was singing a song entitled “Jesus Leads Me and Roosevelt
Feeds Me.”

Well, I am glad to come to Chicagoe today to sty that in spite of
the Reverend L. K. Williams, the great Republican leader, Jesus, still
leads and Roosevelt stlll feeds the great American Natlon.

Parties are nothing except that they represent principles in gov-
ernment. The principles for which the Republican Party first
stood have my approval, but when parties change their principles
we should forget party and follow principle. This s the grave
error made by Negroes who belong to the Republican Party,

TLILYWHITE-ISM"

I wns onee a Republican. For 18 years down in Oklahoma I was
the undisputed head of the Negro wing of the Republican organiz-
tion. I sat in the Republican conventionh in Kansas City {n 1928
I shall never forget that
memorable and despicable scene when, in spite of the truth and the
facts, the Republican Party sold the Negro down the river.

where “lilywhite-lsm” was florescent.

“Ldlywhite-1sm” drove me out of the Republican Party. I was
wounded In the house of my friends. I was present when Goose-
neck Bill MceDonald, of Fort Worth, and Ben i}avls. of Georgla, were

given thelr walking papers, and I lived long enough to see that

- same "lily white” organization send Mable Willibrandt from the de-

For 60 years the Negro laid down and went to sleep In the back

yard of the Republican Party. He asked for nothing, and got
nothing; but we who are assembled here today have discovered the
power in the ballot, Wc were dissatisfled with the crumbs that
fell from the Republican table. Practlcally all of the older men of
this convention are former Republicans and we left the Republican
Party immersed In that philosophy expressed by the immortal
Prederick Douglass when he said:

“Men have in their own hands the peaceful means by which they
may put all of the maoral, political, and economic enemies to flight,
if they will faithfully, courageously, and valiantly use them.”

L. K. WILLIAMS TN OKLAHOMA

Omce before I have had to correct the thinking of one of the
distinguished cltizens of this fair city. He came down to Oklahoma
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partment of “injustice” down to Mississippi in an attempt to
Perry Howard happened to
be one of those fellows spcken of in the Bible,

put Perry Howard behind prison bars.

Perry has eyes but sces not. He has ears but hears not. Perry

was trying to and is still trying to stay in Sodom and Gomaorrah.

- Perry Howard was still looking back toward Lincoln and to Fred-

erick Douglass who sald, “The Repuhlican Party is the ship, all else
the sea.” )
TOOK FRENCH LEAVE

Well, I come to Chleago today to say that the Democratic Party
is the ship, all else the sea. 1 think I proved that rather con-
clusively to the Reverend L. K. Williams when he came down to
Oklahoma 2 years ago. I think I'll take time out to tell you how I
forced Reverend Williams to take French leave from our parts.
I heard State Senator King and Reverend Williams were coming
down to explain to us the “‘whercforeness of the which."” I decided
that Reverend Williams was one who needed an intelllgence test,
80 I prepared examination papers for him.
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I knew what Hoover progperity had done for the American prople l
and I thought that if Rev. L. K. Willlams and State Scenater King
had not heard about it, I wonld treat them to a lttle !nformation.
You know there are still some mountaineers up in the hills of Ten-

nessee Who have not found out Linculn is dead, and who come down
Into the valley each electlon to vote for him.

Bo with this In mind, and with the hope that these deluded
individuals would see the light, I prepared a list of 13 questions
and registered them special delivery to the temporary residence of
Reverend Willlams, I asked this distinguished churchman to an-
swer these questions when he spoke to his Oklahoma City audience.
I am here to say that he never answered a single one of those ques-
tions. He called me up and said he would prepare a4 statement re-
garding same when he returned to Chicagoe.
Willlams has never gotten back home, for he still owes me a letter

Apparently, Lacy Kirk

answering my questions.
Now here is the list of 13 questions I asked Dr. Willlams:

QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Did you know thail during the 10-year peiiod ending with

Lhe Hoover administration, Negro farmers lost their rural holdings

in the amount of 2,748,619 acres—an arcn almost twice the size
of the State of Delaware?
“old deal,” did 1t not?

This happened under the Republican

2. Did you know since President Roosevelt inaugurated ihe New
Deal and organized the Agricultural Adjustment Administration,
Negro farmers have been able to purchase 4,046 individual farms,
representing more than 400,000 acres? Tell the audience how you

account for this. (Negroes voied down Scuth.)

3. Where are the mlle~-long soup lines and the hungry hordes
who were breaking into food stores bequeathed to the Democratie
Party by Herbert Hoover's “old deal”? Do you remember?

4. Why have the daily papers ceased to carry stories which tell
of rich men jJumping cut of 20-story windows?
Jumped.)

5. Did you know that the New Deal you lambast is furnishing :
money in the United States to give 5057 Negro youths a college
education; keeps 21,331 in high school and is giving 128 graduate !
work? !

|
i

(Exven a few Negroes

8. Did you know that more than 400 Negro youths are being
educated by the New Deal in Oklahoma today? This is the direct
result of assistance coming from the Natlonal Youth Administration.
Do you oppose this Government aid?

7. When Republlecans shout “censtitutivoslism™ today, are they
not in fact advocating State rights, the principle which g the
South has given birth to Jim Crow, disfranchisement, and segre-
gation?

8. Does not the Roosevelt New Deal seek to centralize government
and give uniformity to national laws, which would rid the United
States of sectiohalisin and flnally southern prejudice?

9. Where are the highjackers and kidnapers of 1933? Do you teel
that Presldent Roosevelt's C. 0. C. camps had anything to do with
this?

10. Do you know that the O. O. C. camps removed from the high-
way that leads to lawlessness and crime 50,000 young Negroes, and
that out of their Government checks these black boys are sending
back home slightly more thaen a million dollars each month? Do
you condemn this New Deal program? Did Repubilcan adminlstra-
tton ever attempt anything similar?

257913—16336
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11, Why have the Liberty Leaguers and members of the anti-
New Deal crowd sought to traduee and malign the wife of Presldent
Roosevelt? Is it because she hues been friendly to Negro develop-
ment and pregress, or is it because she is an enemy of black folk?
{I'd like to miake Mrs. Roosevelt President).

12, Is It not true that the Republican Party “soli the Negro down
the river” In the Knnsas Clty convention, which nominated Herbert
Hoover, when the lilywhites ousted “Gooseneck Bill" MeDonald of
Texas, and the Georgia delegation?

13. What do you think of o remark m:sderb'y Conereseman Osear
Con-

“If T were a Negro and
{Oscar himsclf would be

DePriest, of your city. in lhe churelh where you now stand?

gressman DePriest said in Lhat statement

lived in Oklnhoma, I'd be i Democrat.”

a “foolerat™ if he lived in my State.)
ROTHING CONSTRUCTIVE IN REPULLICAN CON\ENTION

If you listened in on the Republican National Convention the
other day, you noticed that the boys who gathered in Philadelphia
were agalnst something and for nathing,

Not alone in polites, but in all life we fitd people wno knock
every constructive progrant aud many people think knockers are
extremely smart because they oppose what is being done. Usually,
the only thing one has to do torexpose such individuals is to ask
them what they have to offer as a substitute for the preseut order,

BE HONEST WITH VOTERS

You hear Republicans orating again t the New Deal. and the
terrible expeuditures being made in our relicf set-ups. But why are
they not honest or intelligent enough 1o tell the American people
what it s they woeuld cut out?
rid of W. P. A? Do ibey want to get rid of C. C.
want to get rid of N. Y. A7
ing program or the furm security prograom? What s the definie

Do the Republicans want to get
C.? Do they
Do they want to serap~heap the hots-
and positive change these feilows would make in lhe present
governmental function?

Why great day in the morning! When my father died he left my
mother and me In a diinpidated old bouse with which I was very
much dlssatisfled. It was an old unpainted structure, had na porch
or foundation under it, and the ceiling was made of cheup canvas.
I was utterly disgusted with that home, but I am here in Chicago
today to tell you that I never moved out of that home until T was
able to build a hetter one in which to lve,

It seems to me that the Republican Party wants the American
people to move out into the rain. I have read the speeches of
Taft, Dewey, Vandenberg, and Willkie, and in each instance it is a
statement of negation, I think that the greatest creation of the
mund is expre=ved in the radio.
the finest rudiu in the world and that jackass can kick the radio
all te pieces, but the juckass cannot reconstruct this monument to
man's superh mentality.

One can back a $2 jackess up to

WARNING TO NEGROES

There is just one thing that has been said by Republican speakers
that is perfectly understandable. I want to stop right here and
call attention to it. I think Candidate Alf Landen expressed it very
clearly 2 years ago during the campaign in a speech at Wichita

Here is what Candidate Landon eaid:

“The Republican Party as s major reform proposcs to return the
administration of relief to the States. It will be possible for the
communities themselves to determine just what form rellef would
take. They will determine what, if any. work-rellef project will
be started and continued.”

I know every one of my llsteners can understand that the Re-
publican Party wants to take the administration of W, P. A,
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C.C.C,N. Y A, and A A A oul of the hands of the Federal Gov-
ernmient and place it in the hands of the State.
BROTHER'S

AM- T MY KEERER?

I ask you in all sincerity whethior or not! you believe that
the millions of black falk who live south of the Maion aiid Dixon's
What

would happern in Mississippl, Alsbama, Geersin, and ' Louisiana? I

line would fare betier or worse tinder such an arranpermsit,

stand herc tocduy shouting froin the Nilltops that age-old expres-
sion; “Am T 'my brother’s keeper?! I you want to rescue and help
the black men and wonien south of the border you'll never aliow

thie Republican Party to reconstouct ag s oof relier inoany such

manner. i
PRESIDENT ROOSIVELT SATS

At the saine time that AIf Lamlon wios making his niemorable
address al Wichita, Prosident Roosevelt utlered this very significant
statement:

1 do not' helieve
difficult problems of the
had 1t not
it many felds of your eéndeavar

that Eansas would huve pulled through the
pa
Fecddial cooperatlion, md Federa

4+ years as splendidly os it has

bien Tor asslstance

It yvou Lhink we werd wrong to

give thig assistance, then, 1o be logical you inusl aski in the day

to come every Stdte in the Undon shol set ftself upoas anindivid-

ual entity for thie soiution of gl the prablems of the inhabltants”
FARTY CHANGES

I sald u while ago that the Negrocs o the Repubtican Purty had

koeyard, A

gone ta sleep In a political bac man asleep Is like

Rip Van Winkle; he Wakes up Gually i1 o aew envivonment and

bewilderment. I the Negroes i the Republicdn) Party hucd not
been asleep, they would have kuaown Inng before now that Loth the
Republican and the Democrafie Parges have swapped thelr party
principles and that the Demceratic Purty anid the New Deal now
stand for eentralization of auitherily and uniformity of laws,

In the days of federalism and autifederalism the same bne of de-
State
rights was the rock upon which the Demceratic Patty rested and

the Republican Party marched under the banier of contral control.

marcation between political partics existed then as how

STATE HIGHTS ISSUE

It ought to be perfectly clear to every Nepro in America that
State rights has bLeen the viciots principle iu government from
which' 2ll our woes emanate. Jhm Crow, segresation, disfranchise~
ment, and mob violonce are oll made possible by speelal legislation
Cente

and special sanctions in State-rights States. ol eontrol and

uniformity of laws would meke it possible Tor America to have an

even spread of democracy. ‘Lliere 1s no betier WRY To identity Ne-
groes asleep 1n the Republican Parly than when We sep the time-
honored principles of the party abandoned and the party of Lincoln
embraecing the idea and notion of government as expressed by the
Republican grags-roots conventlon leld at Sworingfield. I, 2 vears
ago and the later statement of Alf Latidon at Wichita.
g CONSTITUTIONALISM MEANS SANME THING

Of course, the Republicans deo nol wse the term “Stale rights '
They shout abuut constituticnalism, which, when rediced to its
meaning, Is equivalent to the same thing. When President Roose-
vell wanted to reorganize the Supreme Court the Republic_:n.ns
HConstitutionalism,"” they knew that . ﬁhe

shouled oven theupgh

Conslitution of the United States provided for the President doing

eyerything he was attempting to do regacding the supreme Court.
The remurkable thing about tnis chahglng- of the Supreme Court
rests in the facl that the Negroes in the Republican Party were
“imbued with the same thought and idea as their constitutional
shouting white colleagues,
257913 19336
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SACRED COW
Every Nepro T met at that time in the Republican Party seemed
to think that the Constitution of the United Stales is a sacred

cow of suome sort.  They do not recall that bhe American people have
written 24 amelidments to that document, every one of which recog=
nizes delinguencies and lack of vision on the part of those who first
drafted it Why the Constitution o its orlginaliy adopted form
didd not have & Bill of Righte, and I say here und now that without
the: Bl of Rizhts America would not have o democratic form of

goyernment  The fruth is we are poitig to have to write a2 niumber

of now muendments to the Constitution of the United States before

demecracy 1s more than a pesture at human rights i1t this country

But the most ridiculous position taken by the Republean Party

resulis from attempts to prevent the Pretident from reorganizing

the Supreme Court. To kick men off and put new men on was

seel by Reptiblicans ss outraging that venerable document,
sled that it was not the American way and belonged to a
Hitlerized foria.

& SUPREME ¢OURT

Neornes who endorsed such views do not realizs thai Abraham

Lincaln had to
ideniically the

consiitutionalize the emancipation of the slaves in

sanle manner 4s President Rocsevelt abtempted to

muake legal the various New Ioal Lincalil

eies ol government,

kunow wlien he wiote the Emancipation Proclamation the same was

uncenstitutional, but Lincoln did nog stop there © Im A conversa-
Galbitet
ouilvok of members of the Supreme Cows whom he was
the  slaves.

tion  with members ol his Le discussed  the social and
polities!
~ure wold declare unconstitutional the fresing of
Hers's what Lincoln said:

“I must change the membership of the Supreme Court in order
that I may constitutionalize the Emancipation Proclamation.”
Lincoln had to do the same thing regarding paper money that
Tnited States does

Buu

After the war,

Is'in eirculation now. The Constitution of the

not provide for the making of paper money. Lineoln put

paper money in circulation during the Civil War.

Lincoln had to éhaﬁge the complexion of the Supreme Court in

crder to have a'Judicizﬂ body that would declare paper money

constitutiongal. '
SUPRFME COTTRT

Unquestionably about the dumbest human 1 Enow is the black
man who will today follow the Republican Party in its mad witch
hunt tor a type of censtituitionalism which i it had been followed
in Lineoln’s tlnle.would haye reinslaved all black men,  Oue thing
we dan thank President Ruosevelt tor ds thal when he did et a
whiick at the Supreme Court he went out into the citizenship of
this gréan Nation apnd found Justice Hugo Black,

For years T have berated the order of the Ku Klux Klan, but
President Rovsevelt has taught me that *good can come out of
Nazareth,” and I come to Chicago to suy that if all klansmen are

like Justice Hugo Black, let us have more and more klansmoen.
: DEMOCRATIC VIRTUES

And the Democratic Party undeér the New Deal has been busy
with its searchlipht finding the gold within the ranks of the Negro
race. The ‘Dem()cratlc Party located and found for the American
Negro that incomparable statesman and vallant fighter for race
rights, Congressman ARTHUR W. MITCHELL:

The figh£ that Congressman MirceHery has made against lynch-
Ing; his singie-hamded ﬁght against the evils of Jim Crow trans-
portation facilities and his _cmﬁele_ss‘vlgilaz.)ce the past 4 years in
the halls of the Federal Legislature should forever endear him in
the hearts of America's largest minority group.
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The Democratic Party reached out upon the broad prairies of
Missouri and found that able leader who heads thelr organization,
Dr. William J. Thompkins.
the movements of Dr Tompkins in the office of Recorder of Deeds

Surely those of us who have watched

are proud that the great prairies of the West could cHer fo the
Nation this unselfish and outstanding black man.

The New Deal located and found that diplomat apd polished
statesman from the great State of New York, who has mude a
distinguished record In the Republic of Liberia.
other than the Honorable Lester Walton, anofther boy who comes

I speak of none

from the great plains of the West.

The New Deal reached out to find that spotless, matchiess wo-
man, who, as the bard sang, “is pure as the lclcles that hung in
the Temple of Diana and as chaste as the westal virgins” I
speak of none other than Mary McLeod Bethune. :

I might go on and on to prove that the New Deal has placed
emphasis upon Intelligence and integrity within {he ranks of
Negroes. I might add to the list such brilllant sons of Jethro
as FEdgar Brown, Ambhrose Caliver, Dr. Robert €. Weaver, Fugene
Kinckle Jones, Joscply H. W.
Oxley, and many others {00 numerous

I don't know why they started designating the Roogevelt ad-
ministration as the New Deal, but I will say for the American
Negro that the selection of this vast array of eminent and prepared
black men for sdministrative responsibillty 1s ungquestionably a
New Deal for Negroes in America.

P. Pvans, Maceo Srmiith, Lawrence

too mention.

THE NEW PROGRAM FOR WHICH WE SHOULD FIGHT

Nothing I have sald should cause the delegntes assembled in this
convention to feel that there is nothing left for which to fight. In
fact the battle for the black man has just begun here In America.
We must teach greater solidarity in voting and destroy vicious
individualism that crops out every time an election is held, Un-
seltish leaders, interested in the common weal, is the crying need of
the hour. ]

Qm-L THE MOB

We should joln the struggle for passage of antilynching legisla-
tion. I am proud to say that the present bill now before the Con-
gress waa drafted and introduced by Democrats. The Republican
Party in its Philadelphia conventicn devoted three lines to a gen-
ernl slatement against lynching, but that conventlon, in line with
‘the attitude of the Republican Party through all of the years while
in power, refused to declare itself for a deflnite proposal. The
Republican Party lacked the moral courage to say it favored and
endorsed the Wagner antilynching biil.

POLL TAX

We must join in the protest against the vicious poli tax which
now strangles millions of poor whites and blacks in the Southland.
I want to say here and now that if the unqualified right to the
ballot is ever given to ths black man in the SBouth, there will be
no need of an antilynching bill. Sheriffs and courts are mjlwlillng
to identity and prosecute members of mobs because the mob votes
hut the vietims of mob and thelr relatives and friends do not vote.

We should battle within our party ranks for the right of the
Negro to be integrated into every branch of the combat units of
the American Army and we should insigt upon a program that will
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in its finality deliver into the hands of every cltizen of this Repub-
li¢ his ecivil rights,

Qur ballats should secure for black men and women occupational
opportunities, and the right to achieve in every avenue of life in
our dynamic American society. I these are our objectives, If we
struggie in this direction, we shall some day win our place in the
sun, and this will dndeed be a nation concelved In liberty and
dedicuted to the propaosition that all men are created equal.
NATIONAL DEFENSE

I want to ingist here and now that as American citizens we de-
mand the right to be Integrated into every branch of the American
Army. Recently I appeared before the resolutions committee of
the Oklahoma Democratic
before that body were in Utter frenzy, asking that the convention

State Convention. White men who spoke

virtually declare From what they sald one would
think that Hitler was golng to sweep over the ocean and invade
America within: a few moenths.

war on Glermany 2

When I did get an opportunity to talk I told that committee
I told
them how Pat Hurley, from mjy State, who when Secretary of
War under Herbert Illoover had practically demobilized all of the
Negro combat trocps of the Army. T told them that at Fort Sill

about the obvious discriminations iz the American Army,

| in my State, and atl Port Riley in Kansas, Negroes were nothing

more than manure handlers, I told them that if Hitler was going
to come over here, Negroes wanted to be armed with something else
other than a miop and a bhroom. !

The Republican Party under Herbert Hoover struck at the Negro's
right to fight for this country and we want to ask our party con-
vention this year to put a gun in the black man's hands, We want
the right to fight in the Army, Navy, the alr, and the National
Guard. The Oklzhoma Democrats wrote such a plank into cur Btate

. platform and I believe the time is ripe for such a plank in our

national platform.
LABOR

The most important fight which I believe we should launch during
this convention is in relation to the problems of labor. I would be
derelict in my duty here were I to paint a picture of satisfaction in
which no account i$ taken of the tolling masses. Much has been
done in New Deal legislation in the interest of the workingman, and
many black men and women have benefiled thereby.

But wage-and-hour laws exclude outside workers, agriculturists
and domesties, I think we should insist that all such laws be
amended in recognition of the fact that practically all Negro workers
come within the classifications excluded from the wage-and-hour
laws. We must cease einpbuasizing that a few Negroes get big jobs
and remember that Booker Washington sald, “We shall rigse in
proportion as we ralse the standard of the common masses.”

] WE WANT ROOSEVELT

And finally, in the last analysis, we want this convention to
nominate for the Presidency of the United States Franklin Delano

" Roosevelt. He is the only men who today seems to see the “sparrows”

in American life. We wani Roosevelt to continue as President
becatse his social outlook has meant more to the downtrodden,

and especially (he American Negro.
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Roscoe Dunjee, the son of a runaway Negro slave,

established the Oklahoma City Black Dispatch in 1915, when

racism was rampant among the state's white population., &
civil rights activist, Dunjee operated the newspaper for
40 years, during which time he crusaded for equality for
blacks not unlike the manner in which the famous Frederick
Douglass had pleaded the cause of Negroes in the previous
century. As a reporter and editorial writer, Dunjee was
constantly on the firing line, calling attention to man's
inhumanity to man. He fought for the right of blacks to
serve on juries, for school and residential desegregation,
and for assistance to the poor.

Dunjee entered the newspaper business after he noted
while traveling Oklahoma for a Negro fraternal organization,
that sharecroppers and other poor blacks were being treated
as second-class citizens and that no one was pleading their
cause. He began his venture with 3500, borrowing it to buy
some broken down job printing equipment.

Dunjee, perhaps more than any other person, was
responsible for the integration of Oklahoma's universities
and colleges. As founder of the Oklahoma Conference of
Branches of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, he spearheaded several legal battles that
reached the U.S. Supreme Court, most of which resulted In
relief for black people.

Without a formal education, Dunjee was self-taught.
He studied frow his father's library and developed into a



prolific editorial writer. He traveled extensively,
reporting on various events, involving black-white confronta-
tions. He even went to jail for protesting “electioneering"
at a precinct voting booth in Oklahoma City. His campaign
against the separate coach law also attracted considerable
attention.

As were many black editors before him, Dunjee was
interested in politics and the courts. A Republican, Dunjee
switched in 1932 when he concluded that the GOP had turned
its back on Negroes. From that time until he retired, Dunjee
voted mostly Democratic, although he cautioned that Negroes
should not be tied to any particular political party. He
was interested in law because he felt the future of blacks
lay in the nation's judicial system, primarily among the
higher courts. Dunjee felt lower courts were too prejudiced
to rendexr fair decisions. He had a brilliant legal wmind, and
often directed the course of lawsuits brought by the NAACP.

A slightly-built man, Dunjee had unbounded energy.

He never held a grudge, and often said he didn't hate the
white man, just his ways. Dunjee managed to keep his news-
paper solvent, although on occasion he borrowed against it
to support a black cause. He never compromised with white
merchants, which undoubtedly cost him advertising money. As
long as he could pay bills, meet the payroll, have clothes
on his back, and a car to drive, Dunjee was satisfied with
a meager income. He died a pauper in 1965 at the age of 81.

As president of the Oklahoma Conference of Branches
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and a8 a national director of the NAACP, Dunjee developed
many friendships with national figures, including Roy
Wilkins and Thurgood Marshall. Marshall, former chief
counsel for the NAACP, and now & member of the U.S. Supreme
Court, attended a testimonial dinner for Dunjee in 1955 and
the editor's funeral in 1965. He called Dunjee one of the
great black editors and leaders in American history.

Wilkins expressed similar sentiments.

One portion of this study involved a form of content
analysis, in which Dunjee's editorial themes were tabulated
to determine his pre-occupations as an editor. It was found
that 40 per cent of his editorials dealt with equality for
all people, a fact which clearly illustrates that Dunjee
was totally dedicated to helping free the enslaved Negro.





