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THE ORIGIN, GOVERNMENT AND DOCTRINES OF THE LEADING

PROTESTANT CHURCHES OF

_____ V]

Protestents is 2 term applied to the sdherents of Luther, from their pro-

| ; testing sgeinst the decree pessed by the Cetholic Ctates gt the second Diet of

Spices in 1529.

Mertin Luther wes an sugustinisn monk end = professor in the University i

of Wettenburg. In 1517 he attecked the szle of indulgences and wrote out a
4 &

series of ninety-five statements in regard to them. These, he posted on the
Church door, end invited enyone interested in the metter to enter into 2 dis- i
| cussion with him on the subject. This, he believed, wes very illy understood.

| In posting these theses, &s they were celled, ILuther didn't intend to ettack

{
|
|
|
|
1

' the Church, and had no expectation of cresting & sensation. The theses were

in Latin end eddressed only to scholers. It turned out, however, thet every

one, high and low, learned end unlesrned, was ready to discuss the preplex-

ing theme of the nature of indulgences. These theses were promptly trenslat-
ed into Germasn, printed, and scattered throughout the lend.

The Protestents opposed the Roman Church chiefly because it first, rois-
es tredition to the level of the Scriptures s & source of doctrine, second,
it denies justification by feith slone, and third, it mekes the Pope the spir-
ituel ruler of the entire Christian Church.

The lesder of the Protestant movement in cwitzerland was Ulrich Zwin-
gli. The Zwingliens differed from the Lutherens on the dhctrine of the Lord's
Supper. The former considered it @ memoriel feast intended to cell vividly to

mind the Seviour's deeth. The latter held that while trensubstentetion is to

be denied, Christ is actually received in the secrament. This division of




opinion weckened the Protestent power,
At the time of Luther's reformation in Germany, we find in Englend & few
*
Lollards who were the followers of Wickliffe, who took the first prectig@l
step toward & separation from the Church of Rome. His trensletion of the
Scriptures end his successful e®forts in introducing it emong the people, to
gether with the writing of many tracts, and his own teechings produced 2 pro-
found end wide spread dissetisfaction with the doctrines of the Church of
Rome. The reformation in England had two distinct sources. TFirst, was the
moral and religious feeling which wes enlisted in favor of the Protestants.
Second, was the quesi political opposition to the foreign rule of the papecy
which was reinforced by the difficulties encouraged by Henry VIII, in ettempt-

ing to procure a divorce from Catherine of Aragon. The reluctance of Clement

(=) S

VII to comply with the king's petition moved Henry to declere himself the head
of the Church of Englend. He merried snne Boleyn in 1532, without pepel per-
mission. This wes followed by the Supremecry sct, which put en end to the

pepal euthority in Englend. In 1536 followed the sct of abolishing the Mon-

[

asteries and confiscating their property. But the movement this far wes in
appearence one of purely politicel cherscter, end the Church remzined un-
changed in the spirit of its services end in the form of its government, ex-
cept in being freed from ell allegeence to the Court of Rome. Henry VIII wes
never & Protestent in the religious sense of that term. Under his successor,
Edwerd VI, the reformation wes carried forwerd to e point which Henry had nev-
er desired or anticipated. 4ll imeges were ordered to be removed from the
Churches; brayers were no longer appointed to be offered for the dead; auric-
uler confessions ?na transubstentiation were declared to be unscriptural; the

clergy were permitted to marry; and a series of articles, forty-two in num-

ber, wes drswn up, which was subsequently,modified to thirty-nine, constitute




the doctrinel besis of the Church of England end the Protestant Episcopel Church
of Zmerica at the present dey.

o

Throughout this entire period, the work of reform wes largely indebted to
Thomes Cremner, who mey elmost be regarded es the religious founder of the Epis-
copal Church.

The people of England were, however, fer from being united in the work of
the re?nrmstion? for under Queen Mery, & vigorous but unsuccessful attempt was
mede to bring Englend back to submission to the Papsl See. The persecution
conducted under her senction hes given her the neme of "Bloody Mery." The hero-
ism of these martyrs grestly strengthened the Protestent movement. Mery wes
succeeded by Flizesbeth, whose coronstion wes almost immediately followed by the
repeal of ell the laws pessed for the restorstion of Pepscy. The English ser-
vice was egain brought into use; some &lterations were mede in the Prayer Book
and the forty-two articles were reduced to thirty-nine, and finslly perfected
in their present form.

Elizebeth, though resolute against submitting to the papasl supremacy, was
not so averse to all the tenets ebjured by the Protestents, and loved elso &
more splendid worship then had prevailed in her brother's reign., But her greast
struggle with the reformers was sbout imeges, end particulerly the crucifix.
inother subject of dispute between the old and the new religion, upon which
her me jesty could not be brought to adopt the Protestent side of the guestion,

wes the marriage of the clergy. So great wes her aversion that she would nev-

er consent to repeel the stetute of her sister's reign ageinst it.

2w
o

The more esrnest reformers in England were celled Puritans., This name
probebly in derision, @bout the middle of the sixteenth cen-
tury, to £11 who cleimed to hold exclusively to "the pure Word of God," as the
only stenderd of feith. These Puritens were rigorously persecuted by Elize-

beth, and this very persecution at once intensified their convictions end or-




ganized them into a perty, whose evowed fundementsl principles were e&n entire
seperetion from the Church of Rome end from everything which wes historically
connected with it, end &n acceptance of the Bible ez the sole enthority in the
order and discipline of the Church, as well es in the doctrinal stenderds.
Meny of these Puritans emigrated to americe, where they became the founders of
the New England states.

The reign of Jueen Elizebeth mey be regerded es the close of the formative
period in the history of the Episcopal Church, which hes neither materially
chenged its faith nor its form of  government since thet time. In the seven-
teenth century there commenced a lerge emigration to Americe. TFrom this emi-
gretion, many scettered Episcopal.Churches sprang up at verious points, but

1

they were nominelly under the supervision of the bishop &t Tondon.

In Lﬂe form of goverﬁment there is, of course, some difference between
the Church of Englend and the Protestant Episcopel Church of imerice. The con-
-stitution of the Church of England hes been defined es thet "of en suthorized
end peid establishment which is not allowed to persecute those who dissent
from it." The king is nominelly the supreme head, but precticelly the menege-
ment of the church is in the hiererchy of archbishop and bishops, subject to
the suthority of the king and Perliasment. The United Church of England end
Irelend is divided into four provinces; two English, Canterbury end York; two
Irish, armege end Dublin. These ere under four mutually independent archbish-
ops. These are chosen by the crown from among the bishops, who are also nomi-
neted by the sovereign. The archbishop end bishop elone heve the power to or-
dein clergymen, Cendidstes for the ministry are usually college or universi-
ty greduates. crpproved cendidetes teke the oath of supremecy, sign o declare-
tion thet they will conform to the liturgy end subscribe three articles,- the

first affirming the supremacy of the sovereign in the church, the second as-—




serting thet the book of common preyer conteins nothing contrary to the Word of
God, and thet the ordinery person will use the form of said book, and the third
that they hold ell "the thirty-nine articles." The church, being established
by lew, is supported indirectly by the state. That is, the state endowed the
“church with property and with the revenues received from this property, the
church supports itself. The only ecclesiasticel essembly of the church of
Englend is the Convocetum, whose powers are, however, little more than nominel.
£11 ceses of discipline, since they involve civil rights, ere tried before ec-
clesiestical courts.

In gmerice this orgenization is modified to edegt the church to the con-
ditions of & Republiec, in which & church esteblishment is unknown. The whole
country is divided ecclesiesticelly into dioceses, eech state constituting
ordinarilly oné diocese. At the heed of esch diocese stends & bishop. EReach
diocese hes its own Diocesen Convention, composed of the pestors of the sev-
erel churches end three ley delegates from each. This body attends to all the
affairs of the dioceses. It elects the bishop and chooses & standing committee
to sct as his council, and has power to present him for trial, if need be.
Every three years & general convention assembles, consisting of two houses,
an uppef, or House of Bishops, and a lower, or House of Lay and Clericel Depu-
ties. Zech locel church is governed in spirituel metters by priests or pres-
byters, while its temporel affeirs ere intrusted to the vestry end church war-
deng,

In feith, both the Protestant Episcopal Church of Americe and the Church
of England hold to & common standard, nemely, the thirty-nine srticles, but
the former omits while the latter retezins the sthenszsien Creed ( a creed which
derives its name from the fect thet its composition is ettributed to Athanas-—

o

lus., The first psrt of the creed contains & detailed exposition of the Trin-

¥3 &

1ty, the second pert the doctrine of the incarnation. My the middle of the

ligog
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tenth century it wes sdopted ot Rome end all over the west, In Britzin it was
probebly in use es early es 800.) es en authorized symbol. The thirty-nine
articles embody the declaration of belief in the dbctrine of the Trinity, and
salvation through Jesus Christ, alone; the sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures
es & ground of feith, end its superiority to ecclesiastical suthority condemns
the Romenish doctrine of works of superiogetion, purgatory, worship of saints
end relics, transubstantistion znd the celibacy of the clergy; defines the
Church of Christ ss a "congregation of faithful men in the which the pure‘
Word of God is presched, and the sacrements be duly edministered eccording to
Christ's ordinence in &ll these things that of necessity are requisite to the
seme," This definition hes led to endless and unsettled disputes., The tenets
on the subject of originel sin, free-will end predestination leeve the contro—
versy between Lrminians and Calvenists unsettlad. But practically the mejor-

mi,

ity of Episcopalisns sre probeably Arminians in their sympethy. The Arminians
hold the creed that predestination is only conditional; that Christ died for
ell men, but thet none except believers are really ssved by his descth; that
men must be borne again of God in Christ through the Holy Spirit; thet with-
out the grace of dod, men can neither think, will nor do anything good; yet

thet grace does not zct in men in an irresistible way; thet believers are

able, by the 2id of the Holy Spirit, to victoriously resist sin,

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

The orgenization of the Episcopel church in Englend did not satisfy the
more earnest and pronounced reformers. From the beginning of Elizebeth's
reign, if not earlier, there had been non-conforments vho held that some form
of the constitutional model which Calvin (e mey be regerded as the founder

of Presbyterianism, in the sense that he wes the first to organize the Re-

formed Churech oti a Presbyteriazn model) hed set up in Geneve, and which Knox

——————————




enlarged for GScotland, wes the best for Englend, too. In 1572, a Presbhytry,
the first in England, wes set up at Wandsworth in Surrey, by ministers of Lon-
don and its neighborhood, seperating from the Church of England, Other Presby-
tries were soon formed, notwithstending the extreme hostility of Queen Rlize-

The English Presbyterisnism thus asserting itself and spreading, found

T o
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its eblest leader in the femous Thomes Cartwright (1530-1603). Of course,
such an enomely if & Presbyterian orgenization of ministers existing without
the body of the prelete system established by lew, could not be tolerated,

and it wes in a meesure strangled out. But the recollection of Cartwright

end Presbyterian principles remzined in the English mind through the reigns

of James and Charles and characterized the main mass of the more effective and
representative Puritens of those reigns. The term Presbyterisns is derived
from the Greek word Presbyteros, meaning elder.The Presbyteriens cleim thet
their form of church government is "founded on and sgreeable to the Word of
God," and some emong them hold that it wes divinely instituted and thet its
origin is to be trazced back to the 01d Testament. Lccording to the belief of
those who embrsce the Praesbyterizn form of government, there should be, in the
churches, two classes of ofPficers - elders and descons. The former sre divi-
ded 2gain in two classes - the clergy snd ruling elders. There is usually but
oneg of the former to each church; of the latter there are from two to eight or
ten or even more. With the teaching elders or ministers, they constitute 2
Session to whose cere is intrusted the general government of the local church,
The Presbytry is composed of the teaching elders of the_churches of & given
geographicel district, together with one of the ruling elders elected for that
purpose by the session from esch church. Superior in authority to the Presby-
try, is the synod, which is cémposed of the teaching elder from each church of

& lerger district than thet represented by the Presbytry. Still above the 8Sy-




nod is the General Assembly. This embraces representatives both lay and cleri-
cel from every Presbytry, end is the supreme suthority in 2ll ecclesiassticel
matters,

The Presbyterisns are, for the most part, Calvinistic (a2 doctrine essoci-
ated with Calvin, Predestinetion and Irresistible Grace ere the keynote of Cal-
vinism.) in doctrine, They generelly accept the Westminister Assembly's Con-
fession of faith (This essembly was e celebrated essembly of divines, sppoint-
ed by the Long Perliment for settling the doctrines, liturgy and government of
the Church of Englend. It met in 1643, It consists of thirty-three chepters,
is thoroughly Calvinistic in its teachings. Beginning with the canon of Scrip-
ture, it surveys the entire field of theology, deels zlso with the relestions
of the stete to the church, the constitution of the church itself, and concludes
with the topics of death, the resurrection, and the lest Judgment) es their
symbol of belief, end every clergyman in the Presbyterian Church of the United
States is required to declare his personal belief in it es an embodiment of the
truths taught by the scriptures. They do not egree, however, in their inter-
pretation 6f that stendard, and are divided into strict Celvanists end moder—
ate Calvenists, or 01d and New Schools.

The first Presbyterian congregations in the United States were orgenized
in Merylend, & little before the close of the seventeenth century, the oldest,
that of Snow Hull, deting ebout 1690, end the first Presbytery in Philadel-
phia in 1705, & synod consisting of four Presbyteriens wes constituted in
1716. 1In 1758 the ‘mericen Presbyterien churches were united in one, and in
1789 & general essembly wes instituted. The increese of the church was rapid.

srang up in the church., The division was one of senti-

In 1834 & controversy s g

ment between the more progressive snd the more conservetive members. The one

perty wished to beer 2 decided testimony sgainst slevery; the other thought




that their duty did not require eny action of the church on this subject. The
one perty wished to unite with other Christian churches in Christian work,
through voluntary societies; the other believed that such work could be more

fectively and economicelly conducted by their denomination through boerds
under their control. The result was & separation in 1838, into two bodies, the
01d and New Schools, both reteining, however, the seme officiel title, the
Presbyterian Church in the United States of Americe and both adhering to the
Westminister Confession of Feaith ss their symbol of doctrine. Leter the 01d
church was rent by the slavery gquestion into two bodies, the Church North and
the Church South. after thirty yeers of separation, & reunion was effected in
1869,

Meny emigrants from Scotland settled in fmerice, ogranizing here their

own Presbyterien denomination which exists heré as & separate ecclesiastical
body .

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

UL wile

:'—1

&nother importent church is the Methodist, & name that is given to a large
body of Christians, followers of John Wegley. The denomination dates from the
beginning of the eighteenth century. It exists in several distinet church or-

1
]

genizetions, the most importent of which ere those known in Englend &s the Vi

e85

ley
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2n Methodist or sometimes es the Methodist 0ld Connection, end that known
in this ‘country es the Methodist Episcopel Church,

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, wes born in Lincolnshire, England,
in 1703, his father being rector of that parish, He was destined by his father
for the church, and studied &t Oxford. He here exhibited that eernestness of
religious spirit which characterized his whole future life, !e associzted
with his brother Cheres end George Whitfield, They received from their es-

siduity end methodical hebits the nickname of lMethodists which, originally




Established Church. But the germ of the future orgenizetion of the Methodist

107

epplied in derision, has been accepted znd mede an honorehle title in the his-
tory of the Christian Church. The resson that the Methodist Church was nemed

Methodist Episcopal, is probably dus to the fect that it was, ot first, & branch

of the Episcopel Church of Englend. In 1735, John Wesley and his brother

Cherles ceme to CGeorgies to underteke missionary work in the colony just found-

ed by Governor Oglethrope. Ilere, he wes distinguished by his High Church prin-
ciples. He sttended regularly the meetings of the Moravians, with whose relig-

ious ernestness end spirit of self secrifise he heartily sympathized. In 1738

he returned to Englend where he essocizted more and more with the Moraviens,

end attributes his conversion, which he detes zs Mey, 1738, to the influence

of their meetings. He commenced preaching in the open fields and was gradually

separated from the established church end slso from the Moraviens, on points
of doctrine. In 1774, Wesley and his helpers met in London in their first

£
1

conference. Only six persons were present, five of whom were clergy of the

Church wes here planted, The work was arranged systematically, the country

wes divided into circuits, esch with its own superintendent. Provisions were

mede for an annuel meeting of conference and for the regular support of the
clergy. In 1784 he secured o legal orgenization of the conference, In the

s&me yeer he ordeined Dr. Coke, &s Superintemdent of the Methodist Society,

y B DY

whlch hed grown up in smerice.

In the United States, the first conference was held in Thiladelphie, in

L

July 1773, but the proper organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church of

fmerica wes in 1784, In the year 1847 the Methodist Episcopeal Church of Am-

erice wes sepergted on the slavery question end still exists in two independ-
ent bodies, es the Methodist Episcopal Church end the Methodist Episcopel

Church South.

v . 5 : s ] T s ) Met! 1ist
Wesley meinteins the irminien theology. The greet body of the Methodist
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embraces, dn this respect, the theological opinions of Mr. Wesley, elthough
there are some thet are termed Celvinistic Methodists. In the fundamentzl
péints, such as the divinity of Jesus Christ, his atoning sacrifice for s1in,

the inspiretion suthentically of the scriptures, the future life es s stote of
rewards and punishments, the Yethodists hold views in no wise differing from
those held in common by &ll Evengelicel Protestants (who are Protestsants thet
regard &g the fundamental doctrine of the Gospel, the Trinity, the fallen con-
dition of men, Christ's stonement for sin, szlvetion by faith and not by works),
So far es't

heir views zre peculier to themselves, they are thus embodied by

John Wesley: "The justification whereof our articles end homilies speelk, meens

present forgiveness, perdon of sins, and of grece, which we heve received.
But these I can not as yet term good works, beceause they do not spring from
feith and the love of God." "By selvaetion, I mean not barely deliverence from

hell or going to heaven, but e present deliverence from sin, o restoration of

the soul to its primitive heelth, its original purity sfter the image of God,

in righteousness end true holiness, in Justice, mercy and truth. This implies
all holy and heavenly tenyers and, by consequence, 211 holiness of converse-
tion. Faith is the sole condition of this selvetion. Without faith, we can-
not thus be saved, for we cennot rightly serve God unless we love him, and we
cennat love him unless we know him, neither can:we know him unless by faith,
Peith, *n general, is a divine, supernatural evidence or conviction of things
not seen, that is, of things past, future of spiritual. Justitying faith im-
plies not only & divine evidence or convictibn thet God was in Christ, recon-
ciling the world unto himgelf, but a sure trust and confidence that Christ died
for ry sins, end that “e loved me and geve himself for me, and the moment & peni-

tent sinner bhelieves this, God pardons and sbsolves him, and as soon as his

pardon or justificetion is witnessed to him by the Holy Ghost, he is saved.
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He loves God and all mankind; he has the mind thet was in Christ, and power to

1

welk as He also welked. From that time (unless he mekes shipwreck of the feith)
salvaetion gradually incresses in his soul, The fAuthor of faith and salvetion
is God alone. He is the sole Author of every good work. There is no more of
power then of merit in man, but as the merit is in the Son of God, in what he
has done and suffered for us, so &1l power is in the Spirit of God, &nd there-
fore every men, in order to believe unto salvation, must receive the Holy
Ghost."

In England, the VWesleyen Methodists use more or less of the English 1itur-
gy. In smerica they do not differ in form from those of other non-liturgissl
churches, except in being more free,

Wesley divided the Methodist societies into clesses, each class contein-
ing about 2 dozen of persons, under the supervision of 2 class leader. &till
larger essociations are the Districts composed of from tén to twenty circuits.
The highest ecclesiesstical court is the conference. It meets annually in one
of the principal cities of England.

The orgenizetion of the Methodist Episcopel Church of americea, is pat-
erned on thet of the Wesleyen Methodist of Englend. The president of the
district is known es the presiding elder.

In eddition to the Methodist Episcopel Church Horth end South, there ere
the Africen M. E. Church, The Evangelicel Methodist-essociation, the Metho-

dist Protestent Church and the Methodist (Wesleyen) Connection of america.

2l N X Sl < X . . % , . tigas
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. Congregetionaliste is the neme of a denomination
(=) o

of the Christian Church. Strictly specking, Congregetionalism is the neme
of a Church polity. All who maintein that polity or method of Church gov-
érnment are, therefore, Congregationalists, and in this sense the term in-

oy . . i - S . & iy
cludes Uniterians, Baptists, Campbellites or Christians, and others.




7
I

£

T ™

The neme essumed by the same body of Christisns in Tngland is Independents,
It is cleimed for Congregationalism, 28 for 21l forms of church government,
by their respective adherents, that it is formed upon the apostolicel patt-
ern. DBut es & denominztion, the Congregetionelists mey be seid to heve taken
their use in the period of the English Reformation. Miltron is cleimed es
"the modern discoverer of Congregetional dissent," but the founder of the
Congregetional Church is Robert Brown. He lived in the sixteenth century,
meinteined the ebsolute independence of the locel church, denied 211 preist-
ly or ministerial authority, and insisted on the entire seperation of church
end state, His followers were celled Brownists. Persecuted in Englend,
Brown fled with his followers to Holland, where he founded & church.

From the Brownist churches, which grew up in Englend and Hollend, came
the emigration of Puriten Congregationslists to New England, where Congrega-
tionelism has spread through the United States,

The creed of the majority of the orthodox Congregetionslists is that of o

moderate Calvinism, although some of the churches are Arminien, One of the

principles of Congregetionelism is the right of privete judgment in interpre-

w

ting the sacred Scriptures. This wes teken from Luther, But the fundament-
al principle mey be seid to be, namely, thet any compeny of persons, believ-
ing themselves to be, and publicly confessing to be Christisns, essociested by
voluntery compsct on Gospel principles for Christien work and worship, con-
stitute a true church. The Congregetuonalists hold thet Christ came upon
eerth, not to esteblish one divine end suthoritetive church, but to set for
certein great truths, and put in operstion certain greet spiritual forces,

by his life and death, 4And thet he left his follgwers to erganize in indi-
viduel and locel essocietions, to carry on the work which he left them to

do, end thet every such organization is absolutely independent of each other,

T
i 1

‘0 other body hes any right to control it. Every ®dch church has the right
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to determine its own creed, to elect an
mine the condition of membership in its
within its membership who do not welk ¢
In the government of the individue
of individusl liberty is carried out.
rights, powers end principles

essenticl

BAPTIST CHURCH. Baptists is the name

meinteins that baptism cen be administe
of Christien faith,

In the United States, the Baptist
iems who, before his immersion, was an
the ceremony of baptism as & token, not
bol, therefore, which should slways fol
hold, accordingly, that repentence and
tism which, therefore, cen be administe
of possessing & Christizn experience.
baptism is generally regarded as a symb
egtion into the visible Church, and a si
solemnly ratifying God's covenent of Gr
tists will edmit none to baptism but th

o)

Christian experience. They do not beli
thet beptism cen only be administered b
thet the Greek word "Baptizo® signifies
the Scriptures 211 point to immersion =
ic Church

command to baptise carries with it the

hy that figures relating to baptism iridicate the same thing;

d dispose its own officers, to deter-
oin body, and to discipline those
onformably with its rules.

1 church, the seme radical principle

Every member of the church hasg equel

with each other.

of that Christian denominetion which
red only upon & personsl profession
Church owes its origin to Roger Will-
Episcopelian minister, ‘They regard
a menas, of regeneration,- &s & sym-
low, never precede conversion. They
feith ere the prerequisites of bap-
red only to those who give evidence
In the other Protestant Churches,

ol of purificetion, & rite of initi-
gn or seal for the purpose of more
ece with his chosen people. The DBap-
ose who give evidence of possessing &
eve in infant baptism. They also hold
y immersion, The Beptists maintain

to immerse, that the indications of

s the method observed by the jipostol-

command to baptise in the menner in

1 the apostles baptized; end that any departure from this method is in

w7 §
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so Far e deperture from the law of God.

& lerge proportions of Baptist denominations, considering that only im-

>

mersion is beptism, also hold thet only those who have been immersed have e

=

right to-come to the Lord's table. This doctrine is populerly known as close
communion, end those who hold it are often called close communionists, or
close communion Beptists, Except in their peculiar views regarding beptism,
the regular Baptists do not differ from other evengelical denominetions.

1
c

Their general views have been defined by the New York State Beptist Conven-

o

tion end is e&s follows:- § regular Beptist Church is one "which is congre-

gational in polity, Celvinistic in substence of doctrine, which maintains

g
the immersion of believers is an initistory rite of a visible church, &nd
restricts the Lord's Supper &s an ordinence of the Church to those who have
been thus initisted into a body of baptized believers and become subject to
their digcipline.."

Meny minor denominations have embraced, in a modified form, their prin-
ciples, end teken their name, There are Free Will Baptists, who ere Armin-
ian in doctrine, and Open Communiohists in practise, German Baptists, popular-
ly known &s Dunkers, Generzl and Particular Baptists, & division whiéh pre-
veills in Englend, the former of whom hold srminien, the latter Calvinistic

views; 61d School Beptists, sometimes called anti- Mission, and popularly

n

4

‘nown es Hard Shell Baptists, who are becoming extinct, Seventh Dey Beptists,

Who “eep the seventh dey of the week, instead of the first.

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. The Christian or Campbellites should also be includ-

ed in the list of leading Baptist denominations., Christians is & name as-
sumed by the followers of alexender Cempbell, more commonly known from that

Circumstence, as Camphellites.
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tlexander Campbell wes born in Antrin County, Ireland, Sepnt. 12, 17785

T

His father was & clergyman of the Seceders, When alexender was not quite nine-

¥l

teen yeers of ege, his father emigrated to America. Alexender did not come

over with his father, but completed his theologicgl course at Glasglow, first

.

When finally he did

3
]

oin his father, it was with the expectation that his lib-

erality would have to overcome bitter, but conscientious opposition of his fa-

ther. But other influences had been, meanwhile, at work upon his father. He

had been tried and disciplined for the ecclesisstical offense of inviting
members of the Preshyterisn Churches to sit at the szme communion teble with
himself', Thus, when father and son met, they were both ready to unite in &
common movement against the stringency of church creeds and the rigid separ-
ation which then existed between different evangelical churches. At first
they had no thought of forming & new sect, They desired to work with and

in the Presbyterien Church. But the Presbyterian Churches looked with sus-
picion and disfevor on both ofrthe leaders &nd on their movement. £&nd when

they required, as the condition of Church membership, & direct immersion,

1

hed incressed to five or six congregeations. They acted in ecclesiestical
connection with the Baptists for a2 while; but their fundamentel principle,
no creed but the Bible, wes never satisfactory to the Baptists as & class,
end in 1827 a decree of excommunicetion wes pronounced on zll followers of
Llexander Campbell, by e Virginia asssiciation. This was followed by similar
action elsewhere, and the Campbellite. Congregation organized separately.

It is difficult to define the creed of the Christian or Campbellite
Churches ekcept in the words of their founder, "Where the Scriptures speek,
we speak; where the Scriptures are silent, we sre silent.” In general, the
only terms of admission to the Christian Church sre the zcceptance of the

R3 L . - L] X Lk o o
Bible as & sufficient and infellible rule of faith end practise, 2nd immer-

the last bond which joined them together was severed. In 1815, the followers
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gion.

In consequence, both churches and individusls differ very much in faith,

some being Uniterian in doctrine, while others hold fast the substantial views
of the orthodox churches; and yet others cearry the views of rlexender Campbell
to en extreme which he would never have justified. For the most part, héwever,
we beleive they may be said to be substentiully evengelical in sentiment, while

in government they are practically Congregétionel.




