
HORACE MANN, - AMERICA'S FIRST 

GREAT EDUCATOR. 
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OUTLINE. 

I. Birth. 

Date. 

Place. 

Parentage. 

TT, Childhood. 

Education. 

III. Manhood. 

Graduated from Brown University 

Studied Law. 

Marriage and WeddedLife. 

Began the work of an Educator. 

Tv. Secretary of the Board of Education. 

Annual Rerort. 

Duties. 

Pero-0ms introduced in the State. 

Members of the Board. 

Served a term of twelve years. 

EstPblishl'ent of the normal school d. 

Marriage to Miss Peabody. 

Wedding tour. 

V. President. of Antioch Colleqe. 

7o-011 done by him. 

Opening of the Colle(r,e. 

Cure of habits in the students. 

VI. Death. 

Comr,encement Day 
Died - August 2nd, T859. 
Passing from death to life. 
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of it with enthusiasm and reverence and illseired Horace wAh a love 

for it. 

He was taught to take care of his books, and he said that he 

"would as soon have struck a pin thru his flesh as thru the page of a 

book". 

Prom ten to twenty years of age he had never been to school more 

than eight or ten weeks in a year. 

The town where he lived had a small library donated by Dr. Frank- 

lin which consisted of old histories and theologies which Horace read 

and gloried in. Another thing which entered into the life of Horace 

was the preaching of Dr. Emons, who taught or rather ruled his peoplc 

He ex:eounded all the doctrines of hell - torment unflinchingly and in 

their most terrible significance. Going to church was a religious 

ordinance to his family and during all his boyhood, he hardly remem- 

bered ever staying at hone. 

He was always free from the common viees. He never swore or used 

the"vile weed", for he had. formed a resolution to be a"slave to no 

habit". One of the sorrows which Mr. Mann felt in his boyhood, was 

the death of his brothel, who was drowned when twelve years of age. 

He was graduated from Brown University in 1819, where he was 

elected tutor in Greek and Latin, and in 1 821 he entered Judge Gould's 

law school at Litchfield, Coneeetiout. He was considered to he the 

best scholar and lawyer among the thirty students there. He is 

described at this time to possess amassive brow, high arching head, 

mild light eye and eloquent mouth". 

Horace Mann began his legal career in Dedham and in 1827 was 

elected to the House of Representatives of Massachusetts. As a lawyer 

he had remarkable success, yet he would never uphold the wrong side. 



He won many cases from the fact that the jury believed he was right 

and would decide in his favor. About this time he married the young 

daughter of President Messer of Brown University. After two years of 

weded life, she died and the terrible blow almost caused his reason 

to e'ive way. 

prom this tinTJ on after turning his back to the presidency, he 

became an educator and accepted the position of secretary of thP State 

Board of Education. The result of this work is embodied in an annual 

report written in 1833. His duties as secretary of the Board were 

"to collect infori-ation of the actual condition and efficiency of the 

common schools and other means of popular education and to diffuse 

as widely as possible, thru every part of the commonwealth, informa- 

tion of the most approved and successful methods of arranging the 

studies and conducting the work of the young." 

The first meeting of the Board was held on June P9, 1837, and 

they at once preceed.ed to elect Mr. Mann as their secretary at a 

salary of one thousand dollars. On entering his duties as secretary 

he withdrew from all professional and business engagements and from 

politics. He introduced a thorough reforld in the schools of the state 

and procured the adoption of extensilq'e changes in the school law, 

establishing county normals and institutinp: county conventions. After 

several months of labor he travelled about six hundred Hiles and was 

able to say that out of three hundred and five towns which should 

send in returns of their schools, he had received two hundred and 

flinty four./ He had personally examined or received exact and thorough 

information of about eight hundred buildings and knew about the con- 

dition of about one thousand more. 

He discusses the heating, ventillation, and lighting or the 

school -houses, and urges the teacher to look after and inforce clean- 
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saved many from the evil influences of the bad habit, helping t:lem 

every day to hold to their resolution, ti l) they could. pronounce them- 

selves safe. 

On commencement day of that year, his baccalaureate sermon was 

finished but an hour before it was delivered he did, not even have 

time to read it over, It was the last day that he could stand upon 

his feet, but the next day, instead of having sleep and rest, an in- 

portant commit tee was meeting, which lasted two days longer. 'He had 

a burning fever from this on and the much neededsleep was far frOn 

him. For two days he lingered and on the second day of August 1859 

he passed 

The strong brain found it hard to die, but at last God gave him 

his rest. Those who looked upon his face after his spirit had passed 

away from it, saw that what is called death, was only more life. 


