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INTRODUCTION

The writer of this report had been a teacher of vocational
agriculture for thirteen years at the time of the study (1968), and had
been interested in the changes that were taklng place in voecational
agriculture at the high school level since the passage and application
of the Vocational Fducation Act of 1963.

The Vocational Education Act of 1963 made it possible to start
new courses to train for off-farm occupations as it amended the George=
Barden and Smith-Hughes Vocational Education Acts by stating:

Any amounts allotted (or apportioned) under such titles, act,

or acts for agriculturs may be used for vocational education in
any occupation involving knowledge and skills in agricultural
subjects, whether or not such occupation involves work of the
farm home, and such education maylbe provided without directed
or supervised practice on a farm.

Kansas schools had the opportunity to train for employability in
all areas needed. The 196l State Plan made it possible to train those
seeking employment as it read, "Vocatlional instruction will be designed
to fit individuals for employment in a recognized occupation."z

Kansas vocational agriculture programs were affected by the
Vocational Education Act of 1963 because the State Plan included reim-

bursed vocational agriculture programs.3

1
The Vocational Education Act of 1963, (Public Law 88-210).
Eighty-eighth Congress, H. R. L4995, p. L10.
2St.ate Board for Vocational Education, Kansas State Plan For
Vocational Education, (Topeka: State Printer, 196L), p. 5.

3Toid.



In visiting with school administrators and school patrons the
writer had found some who recommended that the public high schools
close the vocational agriculture dspartments and allow students desiring
the agriculture training to wait until high school graduation and then
go to the area vocational technieal school. These same individuals also
suggested that those students who were interested in taking vocational
agriculture in high school could attend the area vocational technical
school a part of the day during the eleventh and twelfth grades if the
distance was not too great and transportation could be arranged. The
writer believed that very few students would accept this arrangement.

The writer observed two Kansas schools, Beloit and Emporia, which
took the action mentioned above., Beloit high school closed their voca-
tional agriculture department in 1965 and transferred the responsibility
to the area vocational technical school located in the community. The
vocational agriculture enrollment for the 1963-196L school term was 38.
The next year the enrollment was 32, The next year, which was the first
year the vocational sgriculture program was held in the area vocational
technical school location, the enrollment was nine. FEmporia vocational
agriculture enrollment changed from Ll in 196L=1965 to 13 in 1965-1966
when the vocational agriculture department was transferred to the area
vocational school fac:l.lit.y.h The changed location apparently did not
attract the students who were interested in taking the vocational agri-

culture courses wien the courses were held in the high school facilities.

L

Cliff C, Eustace, Personal letter from Vocational Education
Office, Topeka, Kansas, June 3, 1968.



THE PROBLEM

With the problems in mind, which had come to the attention of the
writer apparently due to the implementation of the new vocational legis-
lation, an inquiry wass planned to study the role of vocabional agricul-
ture at the secondary level.

The purpose of this study was to survey the opinions of school
administrators, agricultural teachsrs, schooclboard members, school
patrons, and managers of agricultural businesses connected with selected
area vocational technical schools and high schools as to their respec-
tive roles in the teaching of vocational agriculture to high school
level students. A consensus of the opinion of the above group was
desired.

Answers to the following questions were sought:

1. Wwhere could the basic agricultural information and skills

be taught most efficiently and effectively?

2. Where could the basic agricultural mechanics informstion

and skills be taught most efficiently and effectively?

3. Which sechool would be superior in the development of

student competence in leadership ability, academic capa-
bilities, and social skills?

L. Which school utilizes the patron's taxes, student's time,

and transportation faecilities most efficlently and effec-
tively?

The writer hoped that the information obtained would be useful
for other high schools that might consider changing their organizational

gtructure and moving their vocational agriculture department to the



area vocational technical location.
DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

Agreement. The word agreement was used to include a majority of
responses.

Area vocational respondent(s). This term refers to individual(s)

that were connected with the area vocstional technical school and ree
turned completed guestionnaires.

Area vocational school(s). The three words are used as a

shortened name for area wocational technical school.

AVTS Director. The person who most directly supervises the pro-

gram of vocationsl agriculture in the area vocational school. It may be
the director, assistant director, or the high school principzl who
serves as the assistant &VIZ director.

Area vocabional technical school(s). This is the name of

school{s) whieh provided voecational trasining or technical training in
vocational agriculture at the high school level and were controlled or
under contract with the Kansas State Board for Vocational Hducation.

AVT school(s). The shortened term in symonymous with area voca=-

tional technical school(s).

Facilities. This term refers to the buildings, land, and equipe
ment that was used by the school for the wvoecational agriculture
department.

High school(s). High school(s) refers to public schools listed

in the 1967-1968 Directory that offered vocational agriculture and were

not associated with an ares vocational technical school.



High school respondent(s). This term represents individual(s)

that were connected with a high school and returned completed question-
naires.

Location. Location refers to a school setting.

Place. Flace was synonymous with "location."”

Reimbursed vocational agriculture programs. This is the term

that represents departments of wvocational agriculture that received
financisl aid from the state vocational education department and were
listed in the high school division in the 1967-1968 Directory published
by the State Department of Vocational Fducation, Topeka, Kansas.
Representative(s). This term is synonymous with "respondents."

Respondent(s). There were individual(s) that completed and

returned completed questionnaires.
School. This term was synonymous with either the high school or

the area vocational technical school.

Student. This word refers to an individual that was attending
school in grades nine, ten, eleven, or twelve, but who had not graduated
from high sechool.

Vocational agriculture. Vocational agriculture in Kansas was

composed of four parts: classroom teaching, agricultural mechanics,
supervised farming or supervised practice, and the Future Farmers of
America organization, correlated in a "learning by doing" situation in
public high schools or area vocational technical schools. The informa-
tion and skills were taught at the high school level.



REVIEW OF SELECTED LITERATURE

Literature related to the central theme of this study was re-
viewed from the private library of the writer, including volumes of The

Agricultural Education Magazine and other professional journals, the

library of the Agricultural Education staff at Kansas State University,
and the Kansas State University Library. Selected studies were reviewed
for inclusion in this report.

Ho literature was found that referred precisely to the study
attempted by the writer. Considerable information was available stating
the needs of vocational education, including vocational agriculture, at
the high schocl ané the post high school level.

Since 1917 vocational agriculture has been conducted throughout
the United States under the provision of the Smith-Hughes Act. This Act
had as its purpose the tralning of rural youth so that they would return
to the farm. Kimball and Kerating wrote of the change that took place
in agricultural education before the Vocational Fducation Act of 1963
when they stated:

But for several years now, it has been apparent to agriculture

educators that vocational agriculture could no longer confine
itself to the education of present and prospective farmers, as
was suggested in 1917--basic intention of the Smith-Hughes Act.s

The same writers explained how the vocatlonal legislation enacted
in 1963 provided for change when they wrote that:

The Vocational Education Act of 1963 officially opened a route
which many voecational agriculture teachers had been unofficially

5
David Kimball and Edwin J. Kerating, "The Image of Vocational

bgriculture,” The Agriculture Fducation Magazine, L0:253, May, 1968.




traveling for a number of years: the training of students for
non-farm occupations=--the agriculturally related industries such
as engineering, horticulture, plant scienecs, mﬁag processing,
and agricultural services and supply businesses.

The interpretation of the Vocation2l Education Act of 1963 as
printed in a United States Office of Education publication reads:
"Agriculture.-=Vocational education in agriculture is broadened so that
it no longer is limited to preparation of persons 'to enter upon the
work of the farm or of the farm home'." The act includes education in

any occupation involving knowledge and skills in agriculture.7

The committee who wrote the publication Objectives For Vocational

And Technical Education In Agriculbure stated that: "Agriculture is a

dynamic and changing industry."™ It is basic to the progress of America.
It contributes substantially to our Nation's efforts in maintaining
world peace and in helping other nations to maintain democratic
stability.s

The same committee indicated there is a definite neesd for Agri-
cultural Education in our public schools. The need was expressed in the
following manner: "The magnitude of these changes emphasizes the
importance of providing workers in the broad field of agriculture with

the best possible educational opportunibies.“9

61bid.

?United States Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, The
Vocational Education Act Of 1963, OE-8003L (Washington: Government —
Printing OfTice, 1965), P 2.

BUnited States Department of Health, Fducation, and Welfare,
Obgactivas For Vocational And Technical Education In Agriculture,
s s Bulletin 1966, No. L (Washington: Government Printing Office,
1 s Do 12,

gIbid., p. 1.
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The committee stressed the need for leadership development along
with the scquiring of skills and informstion when they wrote:

« « o Bducation is required not only to enable them to acquire the
new technical skills, sbilities, and knowledgs needed to assure
an adequate supply of food and fiber for the Nation, but also

to acqguire those fundamentzl_abilities of lezdership and citizen-
ship needed by all citizens.

The purposes of vocational and technical education in agriculture
as set forth by the committee were threefold:

e » ¢« (1) To contribute to the educational objectives of American
public educationsy (2) To contribute to the controlling purpose of
vocational edueation, which is to "fit persons for gainful employ-
ment"; and (3) Specifically, to provide training end retraining
for youths and adults which is realistiec in light of actual or
anticipated opportunities for amloyment.ll

To accomplish these purposes the committes listed six major
programs objectives to be used by schools involved in vocational and
technical education in agriculture. These objectives were:

l. To develop agricultural competencies needed by individuals
engaged in or preparing to engage in production agriculture.

2, To develop agricultural competencies needed by individuals
engaged in or preparing to engage in agricultural occupations
other than production agriculture.

3. To develop an understanding of and apprecistion for career
opportunitiss in agriculture and the preparation needed to
enter and progress in agriculture occupations.

k. To develop the ability to secure satisfactory placement and
to advance in an agricultural occupation through a program
of continuing education.

5. To develop those abilities in human relations which are
essential in sgriculture occupabions.

101p14.
U1pid., p. 3.
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6. To develop the gbilities needed to exercise and follow effective
leadership in fulfilling cccupational, social, and civie
responsibilities.

If the public schools meet these needs, they will have ccntrib-
uted to the general education objectives. The committee indicated this
when they wrote, "Vocationsl and technical education in agriculture
contributes to the general education objectives of the public schools,"13

The writer was interested and concerned about the suggestions
toward leaving vocabtional treining until after high school graduation.
Nerden stated in his article in the "Bulletin of National Association
For Secondary School Principals" that estimates provided by national
agencies indicate that only about one-sixth of all young people who
begin school in the first grade continus on to complete four years of
college. This evidence would indicate that some form of vocational
education should be provided for the five-sixths whe enter the world of
1

work.

Herden, in his concern, stated that vocational education needed
for the world of work should be provided at all levels of education,
"but particularly in the secondary schools where the bulk of the drop-
outs cm::mr."lS

School administrators have been respomsible for direction and

leridc. De 5'

L1vid., p. 2.

i joseph T. Nerden, "Vocational Education For a Dynamie
Economy," The Bulletin of the National Association of Secondary School

Principals, Ll:7, May, 1965,
151bid., p. 12.
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decisions made about vocational programs. HNerden pointed this fact out
and that administrators do not always consider the students' nseds in
their decisions when he wrote:

There is neither logle nor psychological basis for the procedure
used in far too many instances, in which administrators make deci-
sions concerning the availability of occupational education to
students "after grade 10" or "after grade 12." Those decisions
assume that students csn subdue their motivations and interests
until a later date.

An effective vocational program, according to Nerden, provides
for the individual needs of the student at the time his interests
develop. He expressed the fact when he stated:

+ « o« Bffective vocational education programs capitalize on the
native interesis, the exploration provided, the motivations,
inclinations, aptitudes, and wishes of individual students. These
charscteristics are not identified with any grade level specified
in advance.l?

Kimball and Kerating expressed a similar view when writing about
agricultural education. They stated that "Parents and guidance coun-
selors often have steered interested and qualified students away from
vocational agriculture programs on the sssumption that agriculture was
at best an unrewarding, dead-end oecupatinn."lﬁ

Herden warned of the danger involved if sdministrators continue
the practice of using grade level as the determiner in providing occupa-
tional education. He wrote:

If the administrative practice of relating grade level to the

validity of vocational choice persists, the number of young

workers lost to the economy of the nation will continue to grow 19
along with an increasing number of dropouts from the high schoocl.

1pig. 14, 8 imbal1, loc. cit.
19

Nerden, op. cit., p. 12.
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The writers, Kimball and Kerating, stated that college potential
students could benefit from vocational training.

Realistically a student with academic ability may easily combins
college preparatory work with agriculture courses, thereby strength-
ening his interest 6n agriculture and broademing his base for a
college education.?

A meeting of an ad hoc committes for agriculture was held in
Washington, D. C., in February, 1966. The committee devised a classi-
fication for the agricultural areas of imstruction., Stevens wrote the
following commsnt on the committee's work:

The ad hoc committee, in developing the cutline, clearly pointed
out that supervised occupational experience programs, the FFA, and
related leadership activities zre important instructional media and
highly significant integral parts that aid sgricultural education
in making contributions to the guidance and general education
development of students .2l

This statement points out the value of high school vocational agricul-
ture programs to students,

Nerden, in stating the responsibility of the secondary schools
to all students, wrote that "Secondary schools must be organized so as
to provide a full range of opportunities for all students {the college-
bound as well as the non-college bound) to explore and experiment with
major clusters of occupatious.“22

Wilhelms recommended two roles for the secondary school in voca-

tional work. The secondary school bears "responsibility for an alert

®ximba11, loc. cit.

2lﬁlan Z. Stevens, "Iastruction Areas in Agriculture," The
Agricultural Education Megesine, L0:110L, November, 1966.

Ezﬂerden, loc. cib.
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guidance system to help sble youngsters iato the technical fislds" that
include highly desirable jobs. Beyond guidance, the seccadary schools
could "prepare the students for entry iato technical schoecl.” In some
areas the school could place scme of the students directly in 2 job.23

Zach, in writing about the locetion for vecational education,
stated, "I cannot hold with the postponement of all vecationzl education
until after high school. On the other hand, I do not support the idea
of a separate vocational high schoel."2h Eustace, of Kansas, reported
of decreasing enrollments at the vocatlonal technical schools located
at Beloit and Emporia when the high school programs were dropped in
preference to the area vocational school programs.25

Zack stated that vocational courses should be built into the
school curriculum allowing the student to take academic subjects with
other students and to associate with them. He wrote, "No student would
be cheated out of his general education, and the democratizing influence
of common educational experiences would be raini‘orced.“z6

Wilhelms mentioned another danger when he wrote, "Several agen-
cies are mounting programs that may take large sectors of vocational

preparation out of the regular schools and into a variety of other

23
Fred T. Wilhelms, "Vocational Fducation--What Are The Big
Questions?,” The Bulletin of the National Association of Seeondary
School Principals, LJ:b, May, 1965.

21‘Jaa:n:n'.\ B. 7ack, "The Best Place For Vocational Education--The
Comprehensive High School," The Journal Of The National Education
Association, 55:.8, December, 19G5.

25

Eustace, loc. cit.
26

Zack, op. cib., p. 50.
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centers." He suggested that this "may be good and necessary, and per-
haps we should welcome all the allies we can get; on the other hand it

may be a wedge to split our educational system, with one set of institu-

tions for the upper half, another for the lower."2T

Conant pointed out the problem of providing vocational education
in schools that cannot afford proper facilities when he wrote:

e « ¢« I venture to qusestion the wisdom of sending those who desire
vocational education %o a vocational school for the entire day.
Such a development endangers the whole concept of a comprehensive
high school. On the other hand, I recognize that in a school
distriet which cannot afford to provide good shops and does not

have cooperative facilities, it may be necessary to bus the students
who are concerned with certain kinds of vocational instruction to a
central spot, for the use of shops. But, under such arrangements,

I would hope the boy or girl would remain a member of a compreheg—
sive high school in which he or she would do the academic work.2

Conant suggested bussing students as a possible sclution but not
the most desirable situation. In such conditions some individuals sug-
gested leaving vocational training until post high school. Conant
combats this approach when he wrote, "If this were done a highly
important motivating force would vanish from the high school."29

Bradley conducted a four-year study in Kansas of vocational grad-
uates and concluded that the graduates who did not have the opportunity
to continue in farming or those that did not choose to continue farming
needed training beyond that which could be justified in a high school

vocational agriculture curriculum. He suggested that the job of the

Tyilhelms, op. cit., p. 3.

28
James B. Conant, "The Comprehensive High School: A Further
Look," The Bulletin of the National Assoclation of Secondary School
Princivals, 51:30, May, 1967.

2gconant, loc. cit.
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area vocabional technical schools of Kansas was to provide this training
as post high so that interested students "will hawve an opportunity to
acquire a saleabls skill . . ."30 This appeared tc be the proper place
of the area vocaticnal technical school in providing training and educa-
tion for individuals interested in agriculture education.

With the above views in mind, it was the writer's opinion that
the central theme of the literature reviewed indicated that vocationsl
agriculture education for the high school student should start in the
regular high school setting and preferably continue in the same location
until graduation. It was pointed out that, in some school districts, it

would be necessary to bus studeats.
PROCEDURE OF RESEARCH

The centrasl problem for this research was selected in the area of
the development of vocational agriculture education under new legisla-
tion. The writer consulted the research literature and vocational
education perscnnel at Kansas State University and the State Department
of Vocational Education in Topeka to determine if such a study had been
made. No studies were found.

With the help of his advisors, the writer prepared a one-page
questionnaire (see Appendix, Exhibit #L) designed tc be mailed to
selected schools. Simple check-off answers were used to facilitate

responses.

3oﬂoward R. Bradley, "Agriculture in Kansas Area Vocational

Schools," The Agriculture Education Magazime, 37:2l1, April, 1965.
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The selection of schools was based on information obtained from

the 1967-1768 Vocational Education Directory, the 1967-1968 Ksnsas High
School Activities Association classification and enrollment sheet, and
a Kapnsas road map. The selection was based on two groups of schools,
The first group of schools included the 11 area vocational technical
schools that offered vocational agriculture to high school students.
The second group included high schools with reimbursed vocationzl agri-
culture programs. Bach area vocational technical school was matched
with a high school based on a similar student body size, from the same
geographical area, and in the same school classification based on the
Kansas Activities Association report. If two or more high schools fit
these requiremenis, the school with the least distance from the area
vocational technical school was selected.

The individuals selected were based on the following guidelines:

1. The school board member who had served the longest. If two
were of equal time, the member whose last name came first
in the alphabet was selected.

2. The area vocational technical director was listed for the
area vocational technical schools. If individual schools
had assistant directors, these persons were contacted in
place of the director.

3. The high school principasl was selected,

4. The parent selected was based on the student whose last
name was listed last in the teacher's grade book and was in
the most advanced vocational agriculture class.

S+ If the department was a multiple teacher department, the
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teacher with the longest wocational agriculture teaching
experience was asked to complete the questionnaire.

6. The farm implement business manager who employed the

largest number of employees within the school community.

The vocational agriculture teachers were contacted by telephone
or by mail (see Appendix, Exhibit #1) and asked to furnish the names and
addresses on the enclosed form (see Appendix, Exhibit #2). A self-
addressed, stamped envelope was included.

A one=-page questionnaire was mailed to persons based on the names
that the teachers furnished. The questionnaire (see Appendix, Exhibit
#l.) and a cover letter (see Appendix, Exhibit #3), with a stamped, self-
addressed envelope, were mailed to each of the 110 persons included in
the study. Eighty-nine responded from the first mailing. A follow-up
letter (see Appendix, Exhibit #5) was mailed three weeks after the first
mailing. Six responded this time, leaving 15 not responding. A third

follow=-up letter brought no additional responses.
LIMITATIONS

The study was limited to 22 school district communities in Kansas
that were in operation for the school year 1967-1968. Eleven commu-
nities were served by area vocational technical schools with training
in vocational agriculture at the high school level. FEleven high schools
were selected to use as a comparison. These schools had reimbursed
vocational agriculture departments and were not connected with the area
vocational technical schools. The study was limited to selected indi-
viduals who received the questionnaires and who met specific
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qualifications which are listed in the chapter, "Procedure of Research."
Limitations of the study were:
1. The 15 questionnaires which were not returned.
2, The extent to which the impersonal procedure of mailing
the questionnaires affects response.
3. The extent to which the schools selected provided goed
comparisons.
L. The extent to which the individuals questioned uniformly
interpreted the items on the questionnaire.
5. The extent to which the interpretations of the men ques-
tioned agreed with the interpretations intended relative
to the items on the guestiomnaire.
6. The extent to which each individual responding was able
to appraise factors asccurately and without bias.
7. The extent to which the author interpreted and described
the data secured.

DISCUSSION OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE

The questionnaire (see Appendix, Fxhibit #4) used in obtaining
data for this report contained a list of five objectives of vocational
agriculture for the high school student. The objectives were:

1. To develop competencies in livestock production.

2. To develop competencies in efficient crop production.

3. To develop competencies in operation, maintenance, and minor

repair of agricultural production tools and equipment.

. To develop competencies in planning a farm business.
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5. To develop leadership abilities.
These objectives were suggested as a guideline for the respondents to
use in answering the three basiec questions used in the questionnaire.

Three forced answer questions and one open end question were
used. Two cholces were glven for the forced answer questions, the area
voecstional school location or the high school location. Each respondent
was asked to select, based upon his opinion, the best location for each
of 16 items used in the three forced answer gquestions.

Question one asked: In your opinion where could the following

basic information and skills be taught most efficiently and effectively?

Ten items were listed. The question included the following items:
basic animal science, basic crop science, basic agricultural manage-
ment principles, basle farm power maintenance, bssic farm mechanic
maintenance, veterinarian helper, custom sprayer operator, agricultural
business manager, farm power repairman, and farm machinery repairman.
The items included were taught in high school and area vocational
technical schocl departments of wocational agriculture.

The second question asked: In your opinion would the area voca-

tional technical school or the high school be superior in the develop-

ment of student compstence in the following: leadership ability,

academic capability, and socisl competence? This question was included

by the writer to determine if there was a reluctance by school repre-
sentatives to permit students to be transported to an ares vocational
technical school location while in high school. Another reason this
question was included was to determine if the school representatives

thought that the type of school would affect student competence
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development in leadership ability, academic capability, and social
developmant.

The third question asked: In your opinion does the area voca-

tional technical school or the high school utilize patron's taxes,

student's time, and transportation facilities most efficiently and

effectively? The area vocational technical schools are financed by
added taxation. Some individuals have questioned if the extra expense
is utilized properly.

Parents had indicated to the writer that the student's time was
valuable. The writer was interested in securing the respondents'
opinions as to where they thought the student's time was best utilized.

Transportation is another cost item, Bussing of students to the
area vocational technical schools did increase the transportation
regsources needed. The writer was interested in the respondents' opin-
ions as to the efficient and effective use of trensportation facilities.

Question four was inserted to permit respondents to write

comments.
SURVEY FINDINGS
Introduction

Four possible answers were used to summarize the questionnaire
results on the first three questions: area vocational technical school,
high school, no difference, and no response.

Although the respondents were asked to select the area vocational
technical school or the high school when making a choice, some respon=-

dents changed the method of answering by writing in "both" or "same"
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when they were of the opimnion that both schools were equal, and other
respondents wrote "I do not know" or left items blank. The writer re-
corded "both" or "same" as no difference and "I do not know" or blank
items as no response. The writer thought that this method of tabulation

was necsssary to accurately record the respondents' answers.
Basic Skills and Information

The information in Table 1 shows that 30 or 63.8 per cent of the
area vocational school respondents considered the high school as the
better place to teach the basic science information. Forty-two or 87.5
per cent of the high school respondents indicated that they thought that
the high school was the better location for the instruction of the
animal science information. The majority of the two groups was in
agreement that the basic animal science information should be taught in
the high school.

Table 1.% A comparison of the responses of the area vocational

school and high school representatives as to where
the basic animal science information should be taught.

: Area ; High ; No ; No :
Respondents : vocational : school : difference : response : Totals
Area vocational 10 30 6 1 L7
High school 5 L2 A 0 L8
Totals 15 72 7 1 95

¥A deviation was made from Campbell's form and style in the
preparation of tables in this report.
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One of the high school and six of the area vocational sehool
respondents indicated by a write-in response that they thought it did
not make any difference where it was taught, and one area vocational
representative did not respond.

The data in Table 2 reveals that 3L or 72.3 per cent of the area
vocational respondents considered the area vocational school was the
better place to teach the information and skills needed to be a veter-
inarian helper. Thirty-seven or 77.1l per cent of the high school
respondents selected the area vocational school as the better location
for the veterinarian helper preparation. This information indicated to
the writer that the two groups were in agreement.

Table 2. A comparison of the responses of the area vocational
school and high school representatives as to where the

information and skills needed to be a veterinarian
helper should be taught.

: Area : High s Ho : Ko :
Respondents : vocational : school : difference : response : Totals

Area vocational 3k 8 3 2 L7
High school 37 2 a1 1 L8
Totals (g} 17 ks 3 95

One of the high school and three of the area vocational school
respondents indicated that they thought it did not make any difference
where the material was taught. Two area vocational school representa=-
tives did not respond.

As indicated in Table 3, the respondents in both groups selected

the high school as the place to teach the basic crop science. Twenty-nine
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or 61.7 per cent of the area vocationsl school respondents and L2 or
87.5 per cent of the high sechool respondents marked the high school as
the better location for the instruction of basic crop science.

Table 3. A comparison of the responses of the area vocational

school and high school representatives as to where the
basie crop science information should be taught.

: Area : High : %N : No
Respondents : vocational : school : difference ; response . Totals

r. - o8

Area vocational 13 29 L 1 L7
High school .- L2 1 9 L8
Totals 18 71 5 4 95

Four of the area vocational school and one of the high school
respondents indicated that they could see no difference in the location
that basic crop science was taught. One area vocational school respon-
dent did not answer.

The information in Tabls L revealed that both respondent groups
were in close agreement on the location to train the custom sprayer
operator. Forty-two or 87.5 per cent of the high school respondents and
L0 or 85.1 per cent of the area vocational school respondents selected
the area vocationsl school as the better location.

One member of each respondent group indicated that they did not
think it made any difference in the location which provided the train-

ing. Two area vocational school respondents did not answer.
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Table L. A comparison of the responses of the area vocational
school and high school representatives as to where the
information and skills needed to be a custom sprayer
operator should be taught.

Il
|

H v _-'!.: : 23
: Area s High , No : No .,
Respondents . vocationmal , school , difference , response ; Totals
Area vocational Lo L 1 2 L7
High school L2 S 1 0 L8
Totals 82 ? 2 2

The information in Table 5 shows that L0 or 83.3 per cent of the
high school respondents and 27 or 57.5 per cent of the area vecational
school respondents considered the high school as the better location to
teach basic agriculturasl management principles. The two groups appeared
to agree on the location. The area vocational respondents were not
strong in agreement on this question.,

Table 5. A comparison of the responses of the area vocational

school and high school representatives as to where the
basic agricultural management principles should be taught.

s i
~——— e

i
=

-

e of
[TERY

3 Area ¢ High Ko H Ko
Respondents : vocational : school : difference : response : Totals
Area vocational 1 27 s A L7
Righ school 7 Lo & 0 L8
Totals 21 67 6 1 95

Fourteen or 29.8 per ceant selected the arsa vocational school
location, five or 10.6 per cent thought that there was no difference, and
one did not respond. One high sohool respondent marked that there was

no difference in locatlon.
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As indicated in Table 6, 29 or 61.7 per cent of the area voca-
tional school respondents and 27 or 56.3 per cent of the high school
respondents thought that the area vocational school was the better
location to teach the information and skills needed by agricultursl
business managers. The results, as shown in Table §, indicated that
the two respondent groups were in general agreement on this location.
Table 6. A comparison of the responses of the area wvocational
school and high school representatives as to where the
information and skills needed to be an sgricultural
business manager should be taught.

__——‘—————_—#—_—r—%m:
H Area ¢ High ¢ No 1 No H
Respondents : vocational : school : difference : response : Totals
: 2 : 3

Area voecational 29 13 L 1 L7
High school 27 18 3 0 18
Totals 56 3 7 1 95

No difference in location was indicated by four area vocational
school and three high school respondents. One area vocational school
respondent failed to reply.

The data in Table 7 revealed that 25 or 53.2 per cent of the area
vocational school respondents thought that the area vocational school
was the place that basic farm power maintenance skills should be taught.
Only 17 or 35.L per cent of the high school respondents selected the
same location. Thirty or 62.5 per cent of the high school respondents
selected the high school as the better place to teach basic farm power
maintenance. The two respondent groups appeared to disagree on the best
location for this training.
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Table 7. A comparison of the responses of the area vocational
school and high school representatives as to where the
basic farm power maintenance information snd skills
should be taught.

: 1 3 : ]
: Area s+ High No 1 No :
Respondents : vocational : school : difference : response : Totals
3 s g : 3
Area vocational 25 18 3 1 L7
High school 17 30 1 e L8
Totals L2 L8 L 1 95

Three area vocational school respondents and one high school re-
spondent indicated that they thought it did not make any difference
where it was taught. One area wvocational school respondent did not
anawer this qusestion.

The two respondent groups were in agreement, as is indicated in
Table 8, on the area vocational school location as the better place to
teach the information and skills needed by farm power repairmen. Forty-
one or 87.2 per cent of the area vocational school respondents and LO or
83.3 per cent of the high school respondents marked the area vocatio sl

school as the better location for the instruction of farm power repairmen.

Table 8. A comparison of the responses of the area vocational
school and high school representatives as to where the
information and skills for farm power repairmen should

be taught.
t 3 t ] :
) Area H High s No ¢ Ko e
Respondents ,; voeational ; school ; difference ; response , Totals
Area voeational a 2 L 0 L7
High school LO _é_ 2 9 L8
Totals 81 8 6 0 95
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Four of the area vocational school and two of the high school
respondents indicated either location as being satisfactory for the
training.

The information in Table 9 shows that 33 or 68.7 per cent of
the high school respondents considered the high school as the better
place to teach basic farm mechanics. Twenty-five or 53.2 per cent of
the ares vocational school respondents indicated that they thought that
the area vocational school was the better location for instruction in
basic farm mechanics. It appeared that the two groups disagreed on the
location for this type of instruction.

Table 9. A comparison of the responses of the area vocational

schocl and high school representatives as to where the
basic farm mechanices information and skills should be

taught.
T T ] i T
: Area ¢ High 1@ No t Ho 3
Respondents ¢ vocational : school : difference : response : Totals

i i i 3 3
Area vocational 25 18 L 0 L7
High school 13 33 2 0 L8
Totals 38 51 6 0 95

Four area vocational school and two high school respondents
indicated that they thought it did not make any difference which place
taught the basic farm mechanics.

Data in Table 10 indicated that L2 or B9.L per cent of the arsa
vocational school respondents and 38 or 77.2 per cent of the high school
respondents considered the area vocational school as the best location

for the farm machinery repairmen to receive training. It appeared that
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the two groups were in agreement that the area vocational school should

teach the farm machinery repairmen.

Table 10. A comparison of the responses of the area vocational
school and high school representatives as to where
the information and skills for farm machinery repair-
men should be taught.

f B T s
: Area ; High No : No g
Respondents : voecational ; school : difference : response ; Totals
H H H H H
Area vocationsl L2 2 3 0 L7
High school 38 1 3 0 48
Totals 80 9 6 0 95

Three area vocational and three high school respondents indicated
that they thought the information and skills could be taught at either

place.
Student Development in Leadership Ability

As revealed in Table 11, L3 or 89.6 per cent of the high school
respondents and 28 or 59.6 per cent of the area vocational school re-
spondents considered the high school as the better location for the
development of student competence in leadership asbilities. The two
respondent groups appeared to agree on this item.

Eight area vocational school respondents and one high sehool
respondent indicated that they did not consider there was any difference
between the two types of schools in student leadership ability develop-

ment. Three area school representatives did not respond.
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Table 11. A comparison of the responses of the area vocational
school and the high school representatives as to
where student competence in leadership ability would
be better developed.

. Area ; High . No . No |
Respondents , vocational , school ,difference , response , Totals
Area vocational 8 28 8 3 L7
High school RS L3 a1 0 14,8
Totals 12 7 9 3 95

Student Competence in Academic Capability

The data in Table 12 indiecated that L2 or 87.5 per cent of the
high school respondents considered that the high school location was
better for student academic capability development. Twenty-three or
L8+ per cent of the area vocational school respondents thought that the
high school was the better location, 1} or 29.8 per cent indicated that
the area vocational school location was better, 8 or 17 per cent indi-
cated that they saw no advantage to either location, and two did not
respond. The two groups appeared to favor the high school as the better
location for academic development.

Table 12. A comparison of the responses of the area vocational
school and the high school representatives as to where

student competence in academic capability would be
better developed,

W{WW
: Area . High , No : No :
Respondents , vocational , school , difference , response , Totals
Area vocational 1 23 8 2 L7
High school 6 L2 0o 0 48
Totals 20 65 8 2 95
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Student Social Competence Devel opment

The information in Table 13 indicates that LL or 91.7 per cent

of the high school respondents and 25 or 53.2 per cent of the area
vocational school respondents thought that student social competence
would have the better opportunity for development in the high school
location. The two groups appeared to agree upon the desirability of the
high school location for social competence development. Nine area
vocational respondents indicated no preference and three did not respond.

Table 13. A comparison of the responses of the area vocational

school and the high school representatives as to where
student social competence would be better developed.

=
——

Area | High No P me ¢

: 3

Respondents : vocational s 8chool : difference : response : Totals
Area vocational 10 25 9 3 L7
High school h Ll 0 0 L8
Totals i 69 9 3 95

Utilization of Patron's Taxes

As indicated in Table 1l, 22 or L6.8 per cent of the area school
respondents thought that the area vocational schools made the better use
of patron's taxes. The high school respondents did not agree, as 31 or
6L.6 per cent indicated that they considersd that the high schools
utilized the patron's taxes the most efficiently and effectively.,

Eight area vocational school respondents and one high school
respondent indicated that they did not think that either location was

better. Three area vocational school and five high school representatives
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did not respond.

Table 1. A comparison of the responses of the area vocational
school and high school representatives as to where
patron's taxes were utilized the more efficiently
and effectively.

Arsa : High : No : No :
Respondents , vocational , school , differeace , response , Totals
Area vocational 22 1 8 3 L7
High school 11 31 1 S L8
Totals 33 L5 9 8 95

Utilization of Student's Time

The data in Table 15 reveals that there was some difference in
opinion between the two respondent groups on the utilization of the
student's time. Twenty-five or 53.2 per cent of the arsa vocational
school respondents indiecated that the ares vocational schools utilize
the student's time better. Twenty-five or 52.1 per cent of the high
school respondents thought that the student's time was better utilized
in the high school.

Table 15. A comparison of the responses of the area vocational
school and high school representatives as to where
the student's time was used more efficiently and
effectively.

¢ Area : High : No : No .
Respondents , vocational g school i difference ; response Totals

Area vocational 25 13 8 1 L7
High sehool 17 25 2 'S L8
Totals 42 38 10 5 95
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Eight area vocational school and two high school respondents
indicated that they could determine no difference between the two loca=-
tions. One area vocational school and four high school representatives

did not answer the question.

Utilization of Transportation Facilities

The information in Table 16 shows that 23 or L48.9 per cent of the
area vocational schocl respondents and 37 or 77.1 per cent of the high
school respondents considered that the high school location utilized the
transportation facilities better. The respondents appeared to agree
that ths high schools made more efficient and effective use of the
transportation services.

Table 16. A comparison of the responses of the area vocational

school and high school representatives as to which school
utilized transportation facilities more effectively and

efficiently.
T s : : :
: Area : High , Ko s No .
Respondents ; vocational , school , difference , response , Totals
Area vocational 9 23 9 6 L7
High school 6 37 1 b L8
Totals 15 60 10 10 95

Nine of the area vocational school respondents and one high
school respondent indicated nmo difference in the utilization of trans-
portation facilities between the two groups. Six area vocational school

and four high school respondents did not answer the guestion.



Personal Comments

Information in Table 17 reveals the number of respondents in each
group who added personal comments. Forty-two or L6.8 per cent of the
area vocational school representatives and 15 or 31.3 per cent of the
high school representatives wrote comments. A summary of the comments
is listed in the Appendix (ses Exhibit #7).

Table 17. A comparison of the number of respondents representing

the area vocational schools and the high schools who
wrote comments on the questionnaire.

e T T T
Respondents : Wrote commsnts : No commente ; Totals
i H 3

Area vocational 22 25 L7

High school 15 33 L8

Totals 37 58 95
SUMMARY

The writer of this report was interested in the changes which
have taken place in vocational agriculture st the high school level
since the passage and spplicetion of the Vocational Edueation Act of
1963.

The 196l Kansas Plan made it possible for Kansas schools to train
those seeking employment in all areas of agriculture.

Kensas established 11 area vocational technical schools after
1964 to comply with the 176L Kansas Plan. These schools could offer
vocational agriculture at the high school level as well as to provide

training to prepare students for specific jobs such as farm power
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repairmen,

Some high schools were affected by the 196l Kansas Plan since the
schools received reimbursement for the vocational agriculture programs
offered in thelr schools.

Some school personnel and school patrons wanted %o close voca-
tional agriculture programs in the high schools and let the area voca-
tional technical schools provide the vocational agriculture instruction.
Two schools, Beloit and Emporia, did close their vocational agriculture
departments and let the area vocational technical schools assume the
Job. The students were transported z part of each day to other loca-
tions than the high school for some of their school courses.

The writer of this report attempted to obtain information to see
how satisfactory this policy was with school patrons. The writer was of
the opinion that most of the students would take other subjects and stay
at the high school location due to social reascns.

Literature reviewed in the preparation for this study indicated
that a2 sound agricultural eccnomy was of economic and political impor-
tance. The development of the increasing number of agricultural related
occupations was directly dependent upon the supply of trained workers
that become available. Vocational agriculture departments and area
vocational technical schocls supply large numbers of these individuals.

It was decided to make the central theme of the study an inguiry
into where vocaticnal agriculture should be taught. The writer of this
report conducted a2 survey to obtain the opinions of school administra-
tors, agficultural teachers, schoolboard members, school patrons, and

managers of agricultural businesses connected with selected area



3L
vocational technical schools and high schools as to the respective roles
of the two schools in the teaching of vocational agriculture to high
school level students.

The study was based on L7 (85.5%) questionnaires which were
returned by the areca vocational technical school respondents znd L8
(87.3%) questionnaires which were returned by the high school respon-
dents.

The majority of the area vocational technieal school respondents
and the majority of the high school respondents expressed opinions which
indicated that the area vocational technical scheol was in their estima-
tion the better place to provide the following instructional programs in
agriculture: veterinarian helper, custom sprayer operator, agricultural
business manager, farm power repairman, and farm machinery repairman.

Both groups expressed opinions which indicated that in their
estimation the high school was the bebiter location to provide the
following instructional programs in agriculture: basic animal science,
basic crop science, and basic agricultural management principles.

In relation to the instructional programs of basic farm power
maintenance and basic farm mechanics the majority of the area vocational
technical respondents expressed an opinion that the better location was
the area vocational technical school while the majority of the high
school respondents expressed the opinion that the better location was
the high school.

When considering the leadership, academic capability, amd social
competence of students, the opinion expressed by the majority in both

groups was that the high school location would provide better leadership
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ability development and better social competence development. The
opinions of the group indicated that L8.9 per cent of the area voca=-
tional technical school respondents and 87.5 per cent of the high school
respondents thought that the high school location was the better place
for providing for the academic capability development of the student.

As to which school utilized transportation facilities the more
effectively and efficiently, 77.1 per cent of the high school respon-
dents and 48.9 per cent of the area vocational technical school respon-
dents expressed the opinion that the high school did a better job.

Concerning the effective use of patrons' taxes, L6.5 per cent of
the respondents of the area vocational tschnical school were of the
opinion that their school was the better location while 6L.6 per cent
of the high school respondents expressed the opinion that the high
school was the more effective in this regard. A similar division of
opinion was expressed concerning the best location for the use of a

student's time,
IMPLICATIONS

It was implied from this study that the majority of those con-
tacted would agree that the high school location was the better place
to provide basic programs in vocational agriculture at the high school
level. The combined opinions of the area vocational technical school
respondents favored their own school location by a slight majority for
the basic farm mechanies and the basic farm power instruction. This
might indicate that the high school vocational agriculturs programs

could be lmproved in these two areas. Possibly this is an area that is



in need of additional study.

It was noted that on the guestionnaire items which listed a
specific job title, the respondents tended to favor the area vocational
technical school location as the better place for the information and
skills to be taught.

The combined opinlons that are recorded in this report may be
of interest to school personnel and school bosrd members who may be
considering the dropping of the vocational agriculture programs at the
high school location in favor of the area vocationsl technical school
logation.

It is hoped that school educators, particularly high school
superintendents and principals, will read the information given in this
report and then read the actual related laws, booklets, and articles
which are available on vocational education at the high school level.
It is hoped that school administrators will work toward a more balanced
educational program in high schools which will include basic vocational
agriculture training needed to prepare students for vocational and
technical level jobs.
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Exhibit No. l--Letter Asking for Names and Addresses of Respondents.

Dear Fellow Worker:

As a part of my masters program I am making a study to survey
the role of the Area Vocational Technical Schools and the high schools
in teaching vocational agriculture to high school students. I am
gathering data for the report by mailing survey forms to selected
individuals in specific schools and communities.

I need your help %o obtain the names and addresses of individuals
that will provide the information. Please fill in the addresses
using the guidelines listed.

1. The school board member who has served on the board the

longest. If two are of equal time, select the person whose last name
comes first in the alphabet.

2. The high school principal.

3. Seleect the parent of the boy whose last name is last in your
grade book alphabetically and is in your most advanced vocational
agriculture class for the past year 1967-196€8.

L. Select the farm implement business which employs the largest
number of employees.

5. If a multiple teacher department, select the teacher with the
longest vocational agriculture teaching experience.

Thanking you for your cooperation, I am looking forward to
receiving your completed list of individuals.

Please enclose in the self-addressed envelope with your completed
questionnaire,

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Bill Wood

Billy L. wood
Voc. Ag. Inst.
Atwood, Kansas
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Exhibit NHo. 2=-Name and Address Form

Please Return to Bill Wood, Voc. Ag. Inst. Atwood, Kansas, 67730

Addresses for:

High School Principal or Director (Assistant Director)
Hame

School name and number

Town ZIP
Board Member
Name
Address
ZIP
Parent
Name
Address
ZIP
Business

Name of Business

Name of Manager

Address

ZIP

Voe., Ag. Teacher completing form
NAME

Address

ZIP




) 41
Exhibit Ho. 3--Questionnaire Cover letter

June 25, 1968
To: Selected schools, businesses, and parents in Kansas

From: Bill Wood, Vocational Agriculture Teacher
at Unified District 318, Atwood, Kansas

Mr, John D. Doe
Rural Route 2
Any Town, Kansas 63414

Dear Mr. Doe:

Will you please take five minutes to respond to the following
questions? Your response will help provide information to determine
the roll of the Area Vocational Technical schools and high schools
in teaching vocational agriculture to high school students.

Since the survey form is being mailed only to a small group, it
is necessary to code each form. This will be vital where a follow-up
letter is necessary after no reply has been received within a reason-
able length of time. I assure you all information will be kept in
strict confidence in regard to its source.

Please enclose the completed survey form in the stamped self-
addressed envelope.

If you would like a copy of the summary of this report please
drop me a card in about 30 days.

Sincerely yours,

Bill Wood
Graduate Student in
Agriculture Education

This survey is being taken under the guidance of Dr. R. J. Agan
of Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas.



Exhibit Ho. Li==Guestionnaire Number L2

DETERMINE THE ROLE OF THE AREA VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL SCHOOLS AND THE
HIGH SCHOOLS IN TEACHING VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE
TO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENIS

Questionnaire
Directions: Consider the following guidelines in answering this questionnaire.

1. The following objectives of vocational asgriculture for the high school
student are being used for this study.
a. To develop competencies in livestock producticn.
b. To develop competencies in efficient crop production.
c. To develop competencies in operation, maiatenance and minor
repair of agricultural production tools and equipment.
d. To develop competencies in planning a farm business.
e. To develop leadership abilities.

2. Assume the instructors and students are of equal competence in both types
of schools.

Directions: Flace a check (\/ ') in the appropriate column for ezch statement
which would best fit your deseription or opinion.

1. In your opinion where could the following basic informstion and skills be
taught most efficiently and effectively?
Area Voc. Tech. School | High School

a. Basic animal science

b. Veterinarian helper

C. Basic crop sclence

d. Custom sprayer operator

e. DBaslic sgricultural

____management principles

f. Agrieulbtural business
manager

gs oSasle farm power
maintenance

h. Farm power repairman

i. Dasic farm mechanic
maintenance

J._Farm machinery repairman

2. In your opinion would the Area Vocational Techniecal School or the high school
be superior in the development of student competence in the following:

Area Voc. Tech. School HigESchaol

a. leadership ability
b. Academic capability
¢. Soclal competence

3. In your opinion does the Area Vocational Technical school cor the high
school utilize the following factors most efficiently and effectively?

Area Voc. Tech. School | High School

2., Patron's taxes
b. Student's time
c. Iransportation '

facilities

L, FPlease add comments that you may wish to make on the back:



L3

Exhibit No. S5-~Follow-up Letter

1130 Vattier St.
Manhattan, Kans.
July 13, 1968

Dear Mr. John I, Doe:

About two weeks ago you received a questionnaire asking your
opinion on several questions related to vocational agriculture,
I am using this information to work out my masters report. If
you have not returned the questionnaire, please do so. Your
help is needed and will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Bill Wood
Voc. Ag. Inst.
Atwood, Kansas

P, S« If you wish to answer in the form of comments, please do so.



Exhibit No. 6

*dew peol SesUEy B UO UMOLS S SUMOY OM] Y] USAMIOq SaTTW 0YY oleMm SeTw ofewfxoddie ayfwwer

*@21s Lpoq juopnge oyq J0J posn 0IOM QOAT-L9ET
Jeaf oYy JOJ UOTGEYOCSSY S914TATIOV Tooysn ydiy sesuey oyy £q pegsTl seandy) JUWTTOLUN M

*Q96T=L96T 48aL TOOYOS 8yY
J0] UOTYEOTJIEsETd UOTIRO0SsY SOTJTATIOY TOOUdg ydty eesuey oy Sem UCTIEDTITSSETD oyjwr

*Tooyos oyj jo oweu ayj Jo ooeTd UT posn sem oweu L0 JO UMOY Byl

(Axed

L99 UA (uewwag) ®xedog 8 1921 WV pueTydtH) eyedoy
LLLT vy BuiTRS LE #19] ¥y oS I8y IO}

€29 Wy PTOTJUTM 89 0Té vy uomMaj
L€ v £qron 9€ 6Ne ¥ puetpocyH)
£901 vy ueqjeyuey 69 606 VY eLodury
196 vy £919 uepaep €S €9 ¥y L4979 edpeq
SOE v paeatyn e 8€ v snqumyo)

19 gl Lieang 61 00T ad paemoy
LST d eealiIay) 1194 TET o fasue)
Zns vy quoweq Ty Al Lsg vy eTTTALe]J0)
nee v Y3IONSTTH én onz v 170104
#302T 8 10Ty 8D Toouas Y3TH FrppSeTIW R € #EUOT]ED  TOOUDS TEOTUYIS)
Apoq quepnyg  -TITESET) oqewgxoaddy Lpoq quapnyy  ~TITSEET)  TBUCTIEDOA BBJY

*.hmbhsm 9Yq ul pepnroul sTOOYdS ayq Jo Bujyoqew Yl QT OTAEL



Exhibit No. 7 L5

Table 19. Identification of the arez wvocational technleal school
respondents who returned questionnaires.

School board
School location Director member Parent Businessman Teacher
Beloit yes yes yes yes yes
Coffeyville yes yes yes yes yes
Columbus yes yes no yes yes
Caney no* yes yes yes yes
Howard no* yes yes no yes
Dodge City yes yes yes yes yes
Emporia yes yes no yes8 yes
Goodland yes yes yes no yes
Newton yes* yes yes yes yes
McPherson yes¥® yes no yes yes
Topeka (Highland yes yes yes yes no

Park)

*Respondents were high school prineipals who were considered
assistant area vocational technical school directors.

Table 20. Identification of the high school respondents who
returned questionnaires.

School board

School location Principal member Parent Businesaman Teacher
Altamont yes yes yes no yes
Colby yes no yes yes yes
Cherryvale yes yes no yes no
Ellsworth yes yes yes no yes
Garden City yes yes yes yes yes
Girard yes yes yes yes yes
Winfield yes yes yes yes yes
Manhattan yes yes yes yes yes
Salina yes no yes yes yes
Severy yes yes yes no yes

Topeka (Seaman) no yes yes yes yes
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Table 21. A summary of the responses of the fort&-seven vocational

technical respondents as to the best location for the items

listed--expressed in numbers and percentages.

AVT High I" No No
Item schools# school ifference |response
Per Per Per Per
No. cent |No. cent }ha. cent |No. cent

Basic animal science 10 21.3 |30 63.8 |6 12.8 1 2.1
Veterinarian helper 3 72.3 8 17.0 |3 6. 2 Lh.3
Basic crop science 13  27.7 |29 61.7 |L 8.5 1 2.1
Custom sprayer operator Lo 85.1 N 8.5 |1 2.1 2 3
Basic agr. manag. principles 1, 29.8 |27 57.5 |5 10.6 1 2.1
Agricultural business manager |29 61.7 |13 27.7 |L 8.5 1 2.1
Basic farm power maintenance 25 53.2 |18 38.3 |3 6.4 |1 2.4
Farm power rapairman L1 87.2 2 L.3 |L 8.5 0 0.0
Basic farm mechanics 25 53,2 {18 38.3 |L 8.5 |0 0.0
Farm machinery repairman L2 89.4 2 L.3 |3 6.4 0 0.0
Leadership ability 8 17.0 |28 59.6 |8 17.0 | 3 6.4
Academic capability 1, 29.8 |23 L8.9 |8 17.0 2 L.3
Social competence 10 21.3 25 653.2 |9 19.1 3 6.4
Patrons taxes 22 L46.8 1L 29.8 |8 17.0 |3 6.k
Student's time 25 53.2 |13 27.7 |8 17.0 |1 2.1
Transportation facilities 9 19.15 |23 L8.9 |9 19.15 | 6 12.8

*hrea Vocational Teechnical School.



Exhibit No. 9

Table 22. A summary of the responses of the forty-eight high school
respondents as to the best location for the items listed
--gxpressed in numbers aand percentages.

L7

Item schools school Lifferenca response

Per Per Per Per

Ho. cent |Ko. cent |[No. cent {No. cent
Basic animal science S 10.4 (k2 87.511 2a | 0 0.0
Veterinarian helper 37 77.1 | 9 18.7T| 1 2.1 1 2.1
Basic crop science 5 10k |42 87.5]1 2.1 |0 0.0
Custom sprayer operator k2 87.5 | 5 w.Li1 2.1 §j0 0.0
Basic agr. manag. principles 7 .6 {LO B83.3] 1 2.1 0 0.0
Agricultural business manager 27 56.3 18 37.5) 3 6.2 0 0.0
Bagic farm power meintenance 17 35.4 {30 62.5f 1 2.1 0 0.0
Farm power repairman bo 83.3 § 6 12,5f 2 L2 | O 0.0
Basic farm mechanics 13 27.1 |33 68.7] 2 L.2 (¢ 0.0
Farm machinery repairman 38  79.2 7 16| 3 6.2 0 0.0
Leadership ability L 8.3 |L3 B8.6] 1 2.1 | ¢ 0.0
Academic capability 6 12.5 {h2 87.5| ¢ 0.0 | 0 0.0
Social competence L 8.3 |4y 9.7} O 0.0} O 3C.O
Patrons taxes 11 22,9 |31 6h6f 1 2.1 5 10.4
Student's time 17 35.4 25 52.1) 2 L.2 L 8.3
Transportation facilities 6 12.5 |37 77.1f 1 2.1 | 4 8.3

*irea Vocational Technical School.
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Exhibit Fo. 10--i Summary of the Responses as Civen by the High School
Respondents to Answer Question Four.

I am answering these questions to the best of my ability; however,
I do not know too much about the operation of the vocational technical
school.

I feel that high school vocationsl agriculture can do a good Job on
the basic skills, but there isn't time available %o go into specifics.
This I feel is a job for the technical school.

I believe in training these young men in (our regular) high school.

It is my opinion that high schools should deal in basic subjects
of general nature. The area schools should be to specialize.

Area vocational school should be on the post high level.

I do think the technical schools play an important role in our
educational program for those who cannot or do not wish to go through
a four year college.

I believe that as far as teaching the high school location is the
best; I will admit that they cannot be as well equipped.
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Exhibit No. 1l-=A Summary of the Responses as Given by the Area
Vocational Technical Scheol Respondents to Answer
Question Four.

Question #1. The general feeling here is that the high school
vocational agriculture program should be pre-vocational as well as
leadership development. Training for a Specific competency should be
left to the area trade scheol.

We think that the two systems of education (high school and woc-
tech) are complementary or supplementary. An example is that thers
seems to be a need for fzeder type or agricultural familiarization
courses at the high school level. This furnishes the opportunity for
the student to decide what his interest depth in agriculture is.

High schools are so far more efficient, but most high schools did
a poor job in the past on agriculture subjects. Voc-tech schools might
do better after more experience and acquirement of better teachers.

Some of the voc-ag programs in cur own setup have more and better
classrooms and shop equipment than ever before.

Students in voc~bech schools learn a skill and hopefully become
taxpayers giving back to the community that which they received from
taxpayer ccntributions,.

Students in vocetech schools have deeper interests in the subject
matter, so I believe they get better results of the students' time.

I think area voe-tech should be restricted to post high students
who, through {ree cholce or necessity, have mora or less settlsd on
what they want to do and have matured enough to settle down and learn.

There are many other wvariables to consider. You list objectives
for the high school program. What do you consider as objectives for an
area school? I would certainly include all you listed plus some stating
the student should become employable as objectivas for our program.

Personally I cannot see depriving farm boys of a vocational agri-
culture program just because they happen to be in an area school atten-
dance center. I am 2lso sure we have a much stronger program as part

of the area school than would have been possible in the high school.

I feel that a voeational technical school is very good and will
make msny special trained employees availasble in the area.

Academlic capability--This is very difficult to answer. We do not
get students that are very good academically, However, because of the
importance our AVIS instructors place on accuracy in all of their work,
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Exhibit No. 11 (Continued)

I believe we advance the students further academically than the same
students would be in the high school.

The high school programs in vocationzl education dc an excellent
Job as feeders tc the AVIS.

I still feel that vocational agriculture as we have known it for
years has an important place in high schools and has done an excellent
Job.

The AVIS is a grest help in securing equipment and facilities
needed for advanced work, especially in the farm shop, due to the
50 per cent reimbursement. However, in operating sn effective voca-
tional egriculture program with emphasis on FTA, 1% is almost next to
impossible due to the area students who have to drive in and participate
in the different activities.
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The purpose of the study was to survey the opinions of school
administrators, agricultural teachers, schoolboard members, school
patrons, and managers of agricultural businesses connected with selected
area vocational technical schools and high schools as to their respective
roles in the teaching of vocational agriculture to high school level
students., A consensus of the opinion of the above group was desired.

The study was limited to 22 school district communities in Kansas
that were in operation for the school year 1967-1968. Eleven of the
communities were selected because they were served by area vocational
technical schools with tralning in vocational agriculture at the high
school level. Eleven of the communities were selected beéause they were
served by vocational agriculture departments and were comparable in
selected variables to the eleven area vocational techaical school
districts.

Each area vocational technical school was matched with a high
school based on: (1) a similar student body size, (2) from the same
geographical area in the state of Kansas, and (3) in the same Kansas
Activities Association school classification.

The steps followed in developing the research plan used in the
survey included: (1) a check of records and files at Kansas State
University asnd the Sﬁata Board for Vocational Education, (2) interviews
with faculty at Kansas State University, (3) the development of a forced
answer questionnaire, (L) the mailing of the questionnaire to 110 selected
individuals in the 22 school districts, and (5) two follow-up mailings in
an attempt to get as many returns as possible. Questionnaires were

mailed to 55 individuals representing the 11 area vocational schools and



55 individuals representing the 11 comparable high schools.

The study was based on 47 (85.5%) questionnaires which were re-
turned by the area vocational technical school respondents and L8 (87.3%)
guestionnaires which were returned by the high school respondents.

The majority of the area vocational technical school respondents
and the majority of the high school respondents expressed opinions which
indicated that the area vocational technical school was in their estima-
tion the better place to provide the following instructional programs in
agriculture: veterinarian helper, custom sprayer operator, agricultural
business manager, farm power repairman, and farm machinery repairman.

Both groups expressed opinions which indicated that in their esti--
mation the high school was the better location to provide the following
instructional programs in agriculture: basic animal science, basic crop
- science, and basic agricultural management principles.

In relation to the instructional programs of basic farm power
maintenance and basic farm mechanics the majority of the area vocational
technical respondents expressed an opinion that the best location was the
area vocational technical school while the majority of the high school
respondents expressed the opinion that the best location was the high
school. -

Wnen considering the leadership, academic capabllity, and social
competence of the students, there was expressed by the majority in both
groups an opinion that the high school location would provide better
leadership ability development and better social competence development.
The consensus of the group was in favor of the high school location for

providing academic capability development of the student.



The majority of the respondents were in favor of the high school
location as the one best able to utilize transportation facilities.
Concerning the effective use of patrons taxes, L6.8 per cent of the
respondents of the area vocational technical school were of the opinion
that their school was the better location while 6L.6 per cent of the
high school respondents expressed the opinion that the high school was
the most effective in this regard. A similar division of opinion was

expressed concerning the best location for the use of a student's time.



