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| FINANCING CROP SELLING

Most Successful Method Forming Non-Stock or Limited Dividend Companies
By R. C. GANO

. JIFFERENCES in method of finane-
D. ing are the outstanding features

which divide farmers’ co-operative

associations into three classes,
They might be classified with something
else than finance as a basgis—but the
financial classification is the one thab
appeals to practical business men and
that will be distinetly remembered as
the dividing line, after other distinctions
have been forgotten.

ORDINARY STOCE COMPANY

Of the three types of organization,
that which is nothing more nor less than
an ordinary stock cumpanty is the most
fumiliar, For a number of years, before
states began to pass co-operative laws,
the group of farmers who wished to in-
corporate for marketing purposes had no
slternative but to do so under the reg-
ular stock corporation laws. Conse-
quently, practically all of the older ele-
vator companies, fruit marketing asso-
cialions, ete., started out as stock cor-
porations.

Back in 1907, for instance, if a hun-
dred or so grain growers wished to form
an elevator company they would form a
stock company, issue shares of a par
value of $25 each, each man take a lim-
ited number of shares; and when suffi-
tient capital was paid in they would be-
¢in doing business, in exactly the same
way that a line elevator company did
brisiness—the only difference being that
the farmers themselves would own the
clevator and would get the profits from
lundling their grain in the shape of div-
ilends on their stock. The co-operative
companies also succeeded in securing bet-
ivr market prices for the grain. There
were cases in which the companies paid
dividends of from 10 to 100 per cent on

¢ capital invested.

The one feature about these companics
\hich insured their success was the fact
{hat each member was a stockholder and
11t no member could hold above a cer-
‘'in amount of stock. This insured a
inirly equitable division of profits (in
the form of dividends) though not an
“leal one., For the man with only one
stiire of stock may have given more
buciness to the elevator than another
Who held ten shares. Yet the latter’s
profits would be ten times as large.

LIMITED DIVIDEND STOCK COMPANIES
_ Such objections explain the demand
ior a type of organization which should
iy only the legal rate of interest on
tapital invested and should apportion re-
Inaining profits back to the members ac-
cording to patronage. The first states
W pass laws authorizing co-operative
ssociations whiech should distribute
tdrmings “wholly or in part” according
t0 business transacted with the various
inembers, did so only after hard polit-
ical fights with the private interests
laturally opposed to the farmers taking
% hand in distribution,

_There are still many states which have
"0 co-operative laws and where farmers’
r:.I:-r‘-]{etmg organizations, though merely
.'“'”‘111‘3'_ stock companies, are in a thriv-
1< condition. Most of the states where
¢o-operative idea is strongly in-
s ‘hed, however, now have co-operative
#Ws. Bub in most cases they provide
or capital stock companies which shall
E*?.\ limited annual dividends. Conse-
tiently there is mo problem of initial
‘Mancing, any more than ‘in the first
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cage, The members buy stock, and the
money gaid in is used to finance opera-
tions. The salutary detail is that agethe
end of the year the stock receives only
a 6 or 6 per cent dividend, and the rest
of the earnings are pro-rated back to the
members in proportion to the value of
the produce they sold through the or-
ganization.

The writer's random guess would be
that two-thirds of the farmers’ co-oper-
ative associations in the United States
are of this second type, today. Many of
the states of the Central West permit
only this type, under their co-operative
laws, and even in the states where a
third type, yet to be described, are
authorized, the second type are apt to
be more numerous than the third.

ORGANTZATION WITHOUT CAPITAL STOCK

It is possible that the co-operative
laws of three or four states leave loop-
holes which would permit the incorpora-
tion of a farmers’ association having no
capital stock whatever. But only in two
states, California and Florida, have non-
capital stock, non-profit marketing asso-
ciations become really numerous, under
laws which were especially framed to
meet their needs and foster their growth.

These associations without capital
stock are by far the most interesting of
all, first because of the simple fact that
they are “something new under the sun”
and secondly because they at once raise
in one’s mind the question: “If they
have no capital, where do they get the
money with which to begin operations?”

The answer to this question is vari-
ous, for as the law does not provide for
the financing, it is up to the associations
to devise their own methods. However,
it has not proved a difficult matter. It
can be dome, and is being done—and it
ties up funds to a less degree, ordinarily,

than when money is put into capital
stock.

The financing methods are in vogue in
the California Walnut Growers’ Associa-
tion are clean-cut and typical of organ-
izations formed under the Calfiornia non-
capital stock corporation law. Let us
suppose that walnut growers in a given
district wish- to co-operate and liate
with the central exchange, whick mnow
has about twenty-two local associations
as members. The ordinary procedure is

to hold a meeting where figures are sub-

mitted, showing an assessment of per-
haps $3 per acre will provide enough
money to build a ﬁacking' house. This
is paid in, after which a charter is ap-
plied for under the co-operative law.
Officers and directors are elected, and a
manager is hired, who superintends the
building of the packing house. At this
stage it is recognized as a going concern
and is in a position to borrow money to
begin operations, on a corporation note.
Money to the amount of $5,000 or so is
borrowed from a bank, and the members
proceed . to deliver their crops to the
packing house.

ASSOCTATION BEARS CREDIT BURDEN

The grower is paid 80 per cent of the
ruling wholesale price when his nuts are
delivered to the packing house. When
their sale is completed and the price
(100 per cent) comes back to the buyer,
the central exchange at Los Angeles
keeps 10 per cent of it and remits 90
per cent to the local association, which,
having paid out 80 per cent for the nuts,
is 10 per cent to the good. The brief
lapse of time while the nuts are being
sold is bridged over by the amount bor-
rowed from the bank.

Both central and local associalions
thus operate on a margin of 10 per cent,
which is always much more than suffi-
cient. When it begins to pile up, extra
dividends are paid out of it back to the
growers, and at the end of the season a
final dividend squares up the entire op-

JERSEY COW, KHOI, OWNED BY KANSAS AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.—HOLDS RECORD
FOR SENIOR FOUR-YEAR-OLDS IN KANSAS.—PRODUCED 12,518.5 POUNDS OF MILE
AND 615.23 POUNDS OF BUTTERFAT IN YEAR'S TEST

eration, the grower then having received
all of the 100 per cent for his nuts ex-
cept what was required for the actual
operation of the local and central ex-
c and the payment of interest on
the borrowed money.

The grower has to wait for a small
Eart of his money, it is true, but what

e thus waits for is all that is tied up.
In the main the operations are self-sus-
tainin:.i. and to the extent that they are
not they are conducted on borrowed
money. That the corporation can readily
borrow momney and pay the farmer 80
per cent cash largely solves the farmer’s
credit problem. He doesn’t need personal
credit, because his association bears the
burden, at least during the selling sea-
son. And so successful has the associa-
tion been that it has many times actu-
ally happened that the 80 per cent cash
g:.ymenb to the member is in itself a

tter price than the non-member grower
can secure through his individual efforts.

The locals within the California Fruit
Growers’ Exchange, if non-capital stock
corporations, follow much the same pro-
cedure, from beginning to end. The
growers have the choice always of either
waiting for their money until the sale
is complete or financing cash on delivery
payments by borrowing from the banks.
The banks have learned that there are
no safer corporations with which to do
buginess than the growers’ associations,
and even go out of their way to encour-
age their patronage.

Not all of the locals are non-stock as-
sociations, however. Some were founded
before the co-operative law was passed,
and have never reorganized.

It is also true that in California some
of the newer organizations, whether in
the citrus or other industries, choose to *
incorporate as stock companies paying
limited dividends and thus solve at the
start the problem of financing. In the
case of the raisin industry, this policy
was practically necessary. This industry
was organized very quickly, at a critical
time, when an enormous surplus threat-
ened to upset the market completely and
knock the bottom out of profits for sev-
eral years. There was no organization
in the industry and no machinery for
handling the crop was owned by the
growers. Capital was the first mneed.
The Associated Raisin Company guaran-
tees members a certain minimum price
for their raisins, takes itself a fixed
profit, out of which it pays expenses and
whatever dividend on cal;lital is possible,
and pro-rates back to the growers an
margin above that fixed per cent, whic
it is possible to secure from the sale of
the crop. That the plan solved the spe-
cial critical situation is evidenced by the

resent prosperity of the industry and
Ey the fact that practically every raisin
grower in California is now a member
of the company.

The new Peach Growers, Inc.,, of Cali-
fornia, also is a capital stock corpora-
tion, following a plan very similar to
that of the Associated Raisin Company.

But no ¢apital stock farmers’ associa-
tion in existence has yet achieved anr
thing like the proportions of the Cali-
fornia Fruit Growers’ Exchange. The
fact that the greatest organization of all
is non-capital stock should lead farmers
to give this type the most careful study.
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Even in winter, when ice and snow
cover the track of the average door, your
bam or garage door positively will not stick
if itis eq [
McKinney-Pittsburgh
Door Hanger

McKinney-Pittsburgh tracks are cover-
ed on top, sides ar ¥ ends. Snow and ice
cannot reach the track ot rollers. More.
over, your door can mever catch on the
foor. There is a vertical adjustment which
takes care of that, It can mever scrape
against the wall and stick, because there is
@ lateral adjustment by which you can in-
crease of the space between door
and wall, And it can never jump the track
because the twe pairs of roller-beari
wheels, joined fit snugly
into deep grooves on both sides of
track.  All metal is heavily galvanized.
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McKinney Mfg. Co.

B Locust St., Pittsburgh, Pa.
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protein crops, such as Clover,
Velvet Beans, Soy Beans, Cowpeas,
Peanuts, Irich and Sweet Potatoes,

A R purchased at $25.00 per acre in the

HIGHLANDS oF LOUISIANA

On easy terms. Down ps:gnont ia $6.00 per
acre, No further payment is required for three ye:
on nof
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“Where Soil and Climate Are Never Idle”

A I request with d address will bring it.
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Long-Bell Farm Land Corporation

426R. A. Long Bldg., Kansas Clty, Mo.

- MILL
SELF-OILING WIND)
Neeping OUT DUST and RAIN — Keeping IN OIL

OIL
REPLENISHED
OMLY ONCE AYEAR |
DOUBLE GEARS — Each Carrying Half the Lood
Every feature desirable in a windmill in the: -~
AUTO=OILED AERMOTOR
Gasoline Engines —Pumps —Tanks

Water Supply Goods —Steel Frame Saws

ware AERMOTOR CO. 2500 12 Sv. CHicase

MAKE YOUR SURPLUS EARN
7 PER CENT

Invest your surplus at 6 to T per cent where the
principal 18 safe and interest certain, Long or short
time loans wanted in amounts up to $5,000. Backed
by assets that will bear the closest investigation, and
known favorably by every farmer in Americal Invea-
tigate yourself or through your lawyer. Your money
will be secured by JIowa corn belt farms, if you lke,
and you can collect interest any time. ‘The ldeal in-
vestment for retiring farmers, as it glves them privi-
lege of ﬁuu.inu thelr money when they want it, dealing
direct with the borrower and a million dollar farmer.
No handling fees to pay. Interest net to you.

H. E. KIESTER
Waterloo, Towa

ree— geta
OTTAWA MFG. CO.
561 King B (tiwes, Kans.

KANSAS FARMER

FARM POWER

Items of Interest About Automobiles,

Engines, Tractors,

EVERY farm there accumulates
in the form of discarded and worn-
out machinery, a lot of old iron
and steel. The United States Geo-

logical Survey, Department of the In-
terior, calls the attention of farmers to
the fact that even at the recentl{ fixed
prices of iron and steel it should be pos-
gible for most farmers to reap an over-
locked profit through the sale of the old
iron and steel scattered about their
premises; that the saving of such old
scrap metal will help to meet the pres-
ent serious deficiency in the supply of
iron and steel; that the use of the old
metal will acoomgliah savings in coke,
which is now to be had only at unpre-
cedented prices; that the delivery of the
old iron and steel at foundries far from
iron mines and big steel centers will cor-
respondingly relieve the excessive strain
on the mines, some of the furnaces, and
the railway and boat traffic in the coke
and iron producing districts. The farmer
who turns in his junk while the present
prices prevail is likely not only to make
a clear profit over the cosb of hauling
and freight, but, through increasing the
iron and steel supply, he is contributing
to the successful prosecution of the war.

Iron and steel are needed and must be
had for innumerable thinFs—for guns,
ghells, ships, bridges, buildings, docks,
automobiles, aeroplanes, rails, cars, en-
gines, pipe, oil-well casings, ete., and fqr
export to the Allies, Italy in particular
being badly in need of steel for all pur-
poses. This is the main fact.

In the greater part of the United
States little attention is given to saving
the old metal scattered agout the indus-
trial plants of the farmers, where aban-
doned binders, plows, mowers, rakes, ec.,
decorate the fence corners and roadsides,
and discarded stoves, pumps, pipe and
small utensils rust about the barns and
sheds. A considerable part of this junk
is already on wheels with tongue and
whiffletree attached, ready, in fact, to be
“walked on its own legs” to the freight
station,

According to the census returns, there
were in 1910 about $1,265,000,000 worth
of agricultural machinery alone on the
6,361,502 American farms, Farm imple-
ments, not including stoves, chains,
tools, ete., valued at about $165,000,000,
are sold annually. A considerable parb
of the cost of manufacturing this farm
machinery lies in the metals used, and
the metals include not only iron and
steel of various grades and values, but
occasional small parts of brass or cop-
per. Most binders and mowers have one
or more bearings lined with babbitt
metal containing tin now worth about 60
cents and lead worth 10 cents a pound.
On the whole, excluding the metals used
in railroad construction and transporta-
tion, or ‘in city engineering and build-
ing, by far the greater part of all the
iron and steel produced in this country
in normal years is shipped out to the
farm, It has been roughly estimated
that three-fourths of this metal stays on
the farm.

Size Tractor for Average Farm

The man farming a quarter section
only is apt to buy a tractor too large
for his mneeds. . It is the experience of
W. H. Sanders, instructor in farm motors
at the Agricultural College, that the man
who is farming on a small scale and who
invests in a tractor too large for his
needs often finds that he is not getting
the returns expected from so large an
investment. He blames the tractor and
complains that it is nob a success.

In a diversified farming district a
tractor developing five to eight horse-
power on the drawbar will do all the
necessary work on a 160-acre farm. In
the season of the year when work is
heavy a small tractor run night and day,
provided the soil is in favorable condi-
tion, will yield greater returns for the
money invested than a larger machine
run on a single shift. The farmer could
operate the machine eight hours and the
hired man another eight, thus utilizing
all the daylight hours.

Mr. Banders suggests that if there is
no hired man in this time of war, it
would not be at all amiss for the young
woman of the household to learn to take
her turn at the machine. In this way
the work of plowing, reaping, or plant-
ing need not extend over many days.

and Motorcyecles .

When there is more work than can be
done by one small machine it is often
advisable to own two small tractors
rather than one large one. When the
power is not all needed there is no ex-
pense to the upkeep of the second ma-
chine and the excess power is mot being
wasted.

Home-Made Gaskets

Some of the paper gaskets used under
transmission and differential covers, be-
tween carbureter flanges and in many
other places often are of complicated pat-
tern, says a writer in the current issue
of American Motorist. When, as it some-
times happens to the amateur repair
man, the original gasket breaks, a very
satisfactory job can always be made with
the aid of a machinist’s hammer, a little
shellac, and a piece of stout paper. The
first operation is to clean with gasoline
the surface upon which the gasket is to
go; next cut the paper as nearly as pos-
sible to shape. Fasten in place with shel-
lac and let it dry, which requires only a
few minutes. Now, with a hammer, tap
along the edges until the edge breaks
through the paper. When you come to
rounded corners, or to screw and bolt
holes, use the round or peening end of
the hanmmer. When even paper or shel-
lac is lacking, a piece of cord laid under
a transmission or differential cover, ete,,
will make a grease and oil-tight joint.

Legal Point for Motorist

Probably more serious accidents oceur
among motorists at railroad crossings
than at any other points in the high-
ways, hardly a day passing that does not
gee two or three accidents of this kind
chronicled in the press, writes Leslie
Childs, legal editor of American Motor-
ist, in the current issue of that magazine,
These accidents have become so frequent
and so serious that they furnish a most
potential argument in favor of the abol-
ishment or grade crossings. In the light
of all this, it behooves the motorist to
know just what is expected of him by
the law at points of this kind.

From the cases reviewed, it would
seem that the courts have placed the
duty to stop, look and listen at railroad
crossings squarely upon the motorist.
He cannot hope to recover for injury re-
ceived at points of this kind unless he
can show entire freedom' from contribu-
tory negligence.

And in exercising the required care he
must of necessity take into consideration
the physical surroundings of the partic-
ular place, such as trees, houses, ete,
that may obstruct his view, If the sur-
roundings demand it, he must not only
stop, look and listen, but should get out
of his machine and walk ahead to make
certain the way is clear. Unless he
takes these precautions the probabilities
are he will not be free from an imputa-
tion of negligence that will seriously in-
terfere with his right of recovery in case
of accident.

Tractor Demonstration

At a meeting of the National Tractor
Demonstration Committee it was de-
cided to have one big national tractor
demonstration in 1918, incorporating
tests on fuel consumption in plowing,
disking, and other kinds of field work,
and tests on different types of tractiom
wheels, wheel equipment, and on trae-
tive efficiency. Also to include tests of
running wheels in furrow, on unplowed
ground, and on plowed grecund, tests on
steering mechanism, and tests on belt
work.

This demonstration is planned to give
those interested more detailed informa-
tion as to fuel, traction, and power. At
least one ten-hour plowing 'run will be
held during the demonstration. -

It was further decided that the com-
mittee may sanction not more than five
other demonstrations, at points to be
decided upon later, which would be con-
ducted along the lines of the previous
demonstraticn but not include any tests.

In view of the probable shortage of
farm labor mext spring, now is a timely
occasion to rig up several three and four-
horse eveners to be used on the farm
implements. One man with a four-horse
team will do almost as much work in
preparing the spring seed bed as two
men each using a two-horse team.
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This
Home Book
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LS about plumbing — Bocd
plumbing—standard plumbinp—

for convenience, comfort and luzury
in Bath, Kitchen and Laundry.

If you have running water in your
home—if you expect to build or re-
model with a water supply — you
can use this book to pood advantape.

‘tatd and”

Plumbing Fixtures

represent hidhest quality—lona manufactur.
inp experience—wide variety of styles at
reasonable prices to meet your wishes.
The “Standard” Green snd Gold Label is o
nletliga of satisfactory service, See that it is
on the plumbing fixtures you buy—and ::g
to any nearby plumber sbout

Fixtures. Write for the book Vs

Standard Sanitaxy Mfa. Co.

Department 211 mw

DO-‘T WASTE
YOUR MONEY

STOVEIR
AND IDEAL
FEED MILLS

STOVER MFG. @ ENGINE CO.

274 JDEAL AVE., FREEPORT, ILL.

SAMSON WIND MILLS, STOVER'S GOOD ENGINE. MAGNETOS,

ALFALFA AND ENSILAGE CUTTERS, WOOD SAW FRAMES,
WASHING MACHINES, PUMPE JACHS. HAND GRINDERS,
FIRE PLACE FIXTURES AND HARDWARE SPECIALTIES.

Guaranteedtodomore
end better work undet

-y equal conditions; and
to be more durable

- than any. Clog
lesaself-feed
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v & and cleand
bigorlittleears,we 4% ordry,without injuring
kernels or brecking cobs. Don't wait for a cu®
tom sheller—get your corn to market sooner an
% best price. Then do custom work yourscll
size for every requirement. Get catalog now.
Avppleton Mfg. Co., 1019 Fargo St., Batavis,
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HOG PRODUCTION CONFERENCES

Farmers of Kansas who grow hogs as
a part of their business are being asked
to attend @ series of conferences in dif-
ferent sections of the state. ‘At a state
meeting of hog growers held in Man-
lhattan, October 24, the producers pledged
themselves o abide by any action which
the government might take in order to
win the war. They also earnestly pe-
titioned the Food Administration to
take definite action to prevent the vio-
lent fluctuations in the market price of
liogs due to speculation in grain and pro
visions. All over the country hog grow-
ors have been insisting that such action
be taken in order to relieve the uncer-
tuinty which exists among men who
produce pork. The telegram printed on
{his page is a response to this request
of pork producers.

Kansas has been asgked to increase its
pork production by 25 per cent. The hog
meetings being held are for the purpose
of discussing plans for meeting the sug-
gestion of the Department of Agricul-
ture on this point. During the week just
past some eight or nine meetings have
been held, Prof. W. A, Cochel, head of
the animal husbandry department of the
college, is attending as” many of these
conferences as possible. It is earnestly
loped that hog breeders and hog grow-
ers from the various communities will
respond to this call and meet for the
purpose of discussing this question. Not
only will the serious need of increased
pork production as related. to the carr_z-
ing on of the war be discuesed, but the
details of eliminating unnecessary risk
and costs in pork production will be
tuken up. If we are to do our part, it
will be mecessary to act quickly, since
plans must be made at once for breed-
ing the sows and handling the pigs nexb
season.

These are meetings of the greatest im-
portance, and we trust that those of our
readers in the communities where they
are being held will not only plan-to be
present but give as much publicity as
possible to this program of increased
pork production and urge the attendance
at these conferences of “all their neigh-
bors interested in hogs. The schedule for
next week is as follows: Cottonwood
Talls, Concordia, and Hackney, Tues-
day, November 13, 2 p. m.; Abilene, No-
vember 15, 2 p. M.; Marion, November
16, 2 p, .3 McPherson, Wellington, and
Belleville, November 17, 2 P. M.; Minne-
apolis, November 20, 2 P. M.

X %
STACK YOUR FODDER

Old habits are hard to overcome. Corn
and kafir fodder have so long been re-
parded as low-priced feeds that it is hard
to realize what such forage now repre-
sents in money value. Added to this is
the shortage of labor which makes it
extremely difficult to save and store
these feeds so as to preserve them in the
st manner possible. Even these low-
grade forage crops are too valuable un-
der present conditions to leave out fin
the field. As soon as corn fodder, kafir
fodder, or other feed is dry enough: to
keep, its value will be greatly conserved
by hauling it to a convenient stack yard
and putting it up in good big ricks or
stacks covered with something that will
turn water,
. Feed left in the field in shocks dur-
ing winter suffers material lossés. Tts
Teeding value is lessened by actual loss
of food material due to leaching and dry-
g, it becomes less palatable and rats
and mice destroy considerable quantities.
In the case of kafir, birds will get much
of the grain that is exposed and in all
pases more or less sand and dirt will be
nlnwn_ into the shocks. ~All of these
combine to make feed stored in well pub
p stacks more valuable than feed lltjzft
I shocks, Furthermore, the stacked
I(‘“fl is more convenient to use and can
¢ kept longer than shocked feed.

™ % N =
o O Food Control Act authorizes the
lf'-'ﬂdent to purchase, store, and to sell
or cash at redsonable prices, wheab,
our, meal, beans, and potatoes. Under

the provisions of the act no other food:
products can be definitely priced. Price

control over other foodstuffs can only
be brought about by the license provision
of the act, which applies only to those
concerns whose business amounts to
$100,000 a year or more. The licensing
provision ‘went into operation on the
first of November. One section of the
act authorizes the President to prescribe
regulations for the issuing of licenses

- and requirements for systems of accounts

and auditing of accounts to be kept by
licensed concerns. Authority is given to
stop any unjust, discriminatory, or
wasteful practice. This power is suffi-
cient to prevent packers from gougin
pork producers by unfair control o
prices.
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Owing to the abnormally dry season
in West Texas and New Mexico, many
high-class breeding cows are being forced
on the market where they can only be
used as cannérs., As a result of this
forced marketing we will lose some of
our best beef stock at a most critical
time., Many of these cattle could be
roughed through on the stalk fields and
straw stacks of the Central West. The
United States Department of Agriculture
has placed a force of men in the South-
west; for the lpurpose of saving as many
of these cattle for breeding purposes as
possible. They are listing all breeding

: 'u‘tﬁ‘l'a,':jthat are to be sold, and anyone
wishing to purchase some of this good ,
tion has been designated as a food train-

stock cam get full information from T.

. Pryse Metedlf, agent of the United States
: Department

of Agriculture, now stationed
at Amarillo,; Texas. A
A ) =

The work of H, B, Walker, drainage
and irrigation engineer of the Agricul-
tural . College, who has become well
known over the state through his prac-
tical assistance in working out drainage
and irrigation problems, has been placed
in charge of J. B. Marcellus, of Kansas
City, Missouri, Mr. Marcellus is a grad-

uate of Kansas University and has had

fifteen years of experience in practical
engineering, including drainage and irri-
% jon work, in the West and Middle
est. :
Mr. Walker has received a captain’s

commission in the officers’ reserve corps

and has been assigned to active duty.

Farmers’ beef clubs have be.cfen operated
in many communities successfully. Six-
teen families in a club which runs six-
teen weeks makes the best combination.
A club in each community will make
fresh beef available at reasonable prices.
Each family draws by lot, and in turn
furnishes a beef animal. An animal is
killed every week and cut_into sixteen
cuts, each of which is taken by each
member in turn.

prices:

man, and to eliminate speculation.

means to do justice to the farmer.”

Definite Hop Price Statement

== HE Food Administration is determined to give the hog producers a
fair deal. While not authorized by the Food Control Bill to place
@ definite guaranteed price on park, through its power to control
the operations of ‘packing houses, the price of pork can be held stable and
at a level which will insure the producer against loss. The following tele-
gram from the Food Administration gives absolute assurance that packers _
are not to be allowed to follow their usual tactics in the matter of pork

“Joseph P. Cotton, chief of the U. 8. Food Administration, today issued
the following statement relative to the prices of hogs:

“The main purposes of the Food Administration as to hogs are four:
To see that the producer at all times can count on a fair price for his
hogs so that it will be profitable to him, to see that the farmer increases
the number of hogs bred, to limit the profit of the packer and the middle-

“All these purposes are necessary because we must have more hogs,
8o that the ultimate consumer shall at all times get an adequate supply
of hogs at the lowest feasible price.

“We shall establish rigid control of the packer.
farmer for his hogs, we believe, will be brought about by the full control
which the Food Administration has over the buying of the Allies, our army
and navy, the Red Cross, the Belgian Relief and the neutrals, which to-
gether constitute a considerable factor in the market.

“The first step is to stop the sudden break in prices paid for hogs at
the central markets. Those prices must become stable so that the farmer
knows where he stands, and will feel justified in increasing hogs for next
winter. The prices so far as we can affect them will not go below a mini-
mum of about $15.50 per hundredweight for the average .of the packers’
droves on the Chicago market until further notice,

“We have had, and shall have, the advice of a board composed of
practical hog growers and experts. That board advises that the best yard-
stick with which to measure the cosb of production of the hog is the cost
of corn. That board further advises that the ratio of corn price to hog
price on the average over a series of years has been about twelve to one,
or & little less. In the past, when the ratio has gone lower than twelve
to one, the stock of hogs in the country has decreased. When it was
higher than twelve, the hogs have increased. That board has given its
judgment that to bring the stock of hogs back to normal under present
conditions the ratio should be about thirteen. Therefore, as to the hogs
farrowed next spring, we will try to stabilize the price so that the farmer
can count on getting for each hundred pounds of hog ready for market,
thirteen times the average cost per bushel of the corn fed into the hogs.

“Iet there be no misunderstanding of this statement. It is not a
guarantee backed by money. It is not a promise by the packers. It is a
statement of the intention and policy of the Food Administration, which

Fair prices to the

A FOOD TRAINING CAMP
The International Live Stock Exposi:

in% camp, This is an apt term. Never
before was there guch need for a mar-

. shaling of the nation’s resources in ani-
., mal husbandry,

I . The great purpose of
stimulating the production. ofp Afn?rica.n
farms to the maximum limit will fail if
the live stick industry is allowed to

- wane. A better type of farm live stock
- is absolutely essential to the highest re- .

turns from the soil. Never before was
there such need for discarding the un-
profitable types of farm animals. To
waste expensive feeds on inferior stock
is not only an economic crime, but abso-

. lute treason. The nation needs the high-

est returns that can be: obtained from
every acre of productive land. There is,
therefore, a patriotic as well as economio
reason for making the coming Interna-
tional Live BStock Exposition a record
breaker in point of service to the na-
tion’s greatest industry. To lessen ef-
forts in promoting our live stock shows
would be to weaken'in the face of the
greatest task that has ever confronted
the tiller of the soil. Such weakening
would invite failure. This is the year,
above all years, when the husbandman
wants the best that these great educa-
tional expositions can give,

The International Live Stock Exposi-
tion; which will be held during the first
week in December, will this year empha-
pize its mission. The problem of the
moment is more food and in no other
way can the lesson be more convincingly
taught, - .
b B

" STORING SEED CORN

To keep seed corn in the best possible
condition for planting mext epring i6

‘shotild ‘be dried thoroughly and kept dry

through the winter. This year it is es-
pegially important that* seed corn be
dried out before ‘cold weather, as the
crop matured late and contained a great
deal of water. E

The ears pelected for seed should be
hung up as soon as picked in a dry, well
ventilated place. A cellar, barn, or bin
in which grain is stored is unsuitable
because the seed is likely to collect mois-
ture in any of these. :

A convenient way of ha.nEin seed corn
is by simply using some inging twine
and stringing fifteen to twenty ears to-'
gether. A seed corn tree, consisting of
a standard with nails driven into it upon
which the ears are impaled, may be used.
A still more gimple way of storing seed
ears is to hang them up in gunny sacks,
placing not more than half a bushel in
a sack so that it will have opportunity
to dry out.

As much of this year’s crop did mnob
mature early enough to make good seed,
there is likely to be a shortage of seed
corn next spring.

x L §

- The splendid results of spreadi
straw on wheat have been most apparen
during the past two or three years. The
best time to spread is immediately after
geeding, but it can be done almost any
time this fall. A coat of straw serves as
a protection to the young wheat plants
and keeps the soil from driftingi or blow-
ing. If you have any sandy or light land
in wheat, by all means give it a coat of
straw as soon as possible. With a good
straw spreader you can spread a load in
ten minutes.

8 =N

The Government is gradually bub
gurely eliminating middlemen who' ren-
der no real or necessary service, This
geems to be a fixed policy. Now Gov-
ernment, horse buyers are buying horses
direct from the farmers instead of per-
mitting dealers to make handsome com-
missions by doing this work, We just
learned recently that experienced hay
buyers are buying alfalfa and prairie
hay direct from farmers in any quantity
they may wish to sell. They are even
buying loose hay and taking over the
job of baling, hauling, and loading cars.
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RAIN STANDARDS ACT

Secretary D. F. Houston Defends Act in Letter to Kansas Farmer

AT growers have found a great
deal of fault with the new Grain
Standards Act. As it has been in-

reted and administered by
local dealers it has been most unsatis-
factory to farmers. Some have de-
nounced the act as strictly in the inter-
ests of the millers. There have been re-
ports of an alleged agitation looking to
the suspension during the period of the
war of the enforcement of the Grain
Standards Act and the grading system
established under that act. After a
conference between officials of the Food
Administration Grain Corporation and
the Department of Agriculture, the fol-
lowing announcement was made:

All purchases of wheat over which the
Uniterf States Food Administration
Grain Corporation has control will be
made according to the grades of the offi-
cial grain standards of the United States
from No. 1 to No. 8, and below No. 3
after examination of actual samples of
the wheat. The enforcement of the
Grain Standards Act will not be sus-
pended by the Government, but on the
contrary the United States Food Admin-
istration Grain Corporation and the
United States Department of Agriculture
will co-operate in carrying out its pro-
visions so as to obtain the most benefi-
cial results to all concerned. It appears
that confusion has arisen on account of
the unfamiliarity of many persons in the
grain trade with the new standards and
also on account of unwarranted prac-
tices that have arisen recently, such as
the arbitrary assignment of a lower
numerical grade to wheat by reason of
the presence of dockage, notwithstanding
the fact that dockage does mob properly
enter into the assignment of the mumer-
ical grade. Every
to eliminate these abuses, to bring aboub
the just application of the official stand-
ards and to establish fair dealings. It
must be remembered that the Food Ad-
ministration Grain Corporation is com-
pelled to buy within the limits of fixed
prices, and that the Deglartment of Ag-
riculture must see that the standards are
correctly applied. Co-operation of pro-
ducers, the grain trade, and the milling
interests, with the Food Administration
and the Department of Agriculture is
required in handling the situation which
has arisen as a result of the war crisis.

In view of the complaints that have
been made, a letter written to W. T\
Brown, of Meade County, Kansas, by
Secretary Houston, will be of interest to

ain growers. The letter was written
in reply to a protest against the act sent
to Congressman Jouett Shouse.

“You do mot specifically protest
against any particular provision or pro-
visions of the act,” said Secretary Hous-
ton, “nor do you complain against the
official grain standards of the United
States established thereunder.

“It is believed that the real cause of
any complaint which you may have is
not occasioned by the requirements of
the United States Grain Standards Act,
"nor the standards fixed and established
thereunder, but is due primarily to a
misunderstanding on the part of farmers
and country gra.'m dealers as to the re-
quirements of the act and the federal
standards for wheat; incorrect and arbi-
trary application of the federal stand-
ards on the part of country buyers, and
dissatisfaction on the part of growers
with the actual price fixed and paid for
the delivery of wheat at terminal mar-
kets.

NO MANDATORY ASSESSMENT

“Tt has been brought to the attention
of the United States Department of Ag-
riculture from several sources that, in
certain parts of the country where this
year’s crop of wheat is now being moved,
the country grain dealers are assessing
the farmers a discount against all wheat
purchases, contending that such assess-
ment is mandatory by reason of the offi-
cial grain standards of the United States
for wheat under the United States Grain
Standards Act. Apgare'ntly the conten-
tion on the part of the country grain
dealers is based upon the item ‘dockage’
contained in the official standards. From
information received by the Departmend
it appears, however, that the discount is
an actual and arbitrary assessment in
the interest of the buyers, and is neither
on the basis of the official standards nor
required nor contemplated by the act or
the regulations thereunder. .

effort will be made.

“The prima oses in the estab-
lishment of t;ye Egi{:gul grain standards
of the United States were to provide a
basis whereby parties to transactions in-
volving the purchase and sale of grain
shippe% and delivered for shipment in
interstate and foreign commerce might,
through being able to obtain a correct
aﬁ)p]ica.tion of such standards, arrive at
the actual value and make gettlement
accordingly. These standards for wheat
do not provide for any arbitrary assess-
ment for dockage. They do provide for
the determination of the amount of-
sand, dirt, weed seeds, weed stems, and
certain other matter called ‘dockage,
which actually may be present in a lot

also, undeveloped, shriveled, and small
pieces of wheat kernels necessarily re-
moved in properly separating the foreign
material. The quantity of dockage shall
be calculated in terms of percentage
based on the total weight of the grain
including the dockage. The percentage
of dockage so calculated shall be stated
in terms of whole per centum and half
per centum. A fraction of a per centum
when equal to or {eat‘er than a half
shall be treated as half, and when less
than a half shall be disregarded. The
percentage of dockage so determined and
stated sgall be added to the grade des-
ignation.

“The purpose of the item above de-

through the summer.
and litters.

wn without pasture. The forehanded

GS cannot be economically
pork producer who is now breedipg his sows for the apringhlittera

is maturing plans to use pasture to the limit in carrying
Where there is no alfalfa, rape, oats, Sudan
grass, or other spring crops can be grown and pastured with the sows

e pigs

of wheat, the amount of which, if equal
to or in excess of one-half of ome per
cent by weight, is to be stated in terms
of the actual percentage as a part of
the grade designation of the wheat. This
is called the dockage system of grading
and has been used for many years in
the Northwestern States prior to the
adoption of the official standards. The
transactions in question appear to be
purely local, mot involving interstate
commerce, and are perhaps conducted in
a way not within the prohibitions of the
act, Nevertheless, the Department is in-
vestigating the matter, and will be glad
to have any facts which may be of value.
It will do everything in its power to
bring about the discontinuance of mis-
representations based on the act or the
standards thereunder.
OPINION REGARDING DOCEAGE

“Tt must be borne in mind that with
the establishment of fixed prices to be
ggid for wheat, competitive buying has

en practically eliminated. 1is in-
jects a feature unprecedented in the his-
tory of grain marketing. This fact, to-
gether with the fact that the federal

standards for wheat are comparatively -

new, having been in effect only a few
weeks, constitutes the cause of the agi-
tation and confusion. It is believed that
under existing conditions, no matter
what standards or methods of grain
grading were used, the same difficulties
would be met. For your further infor-
mation, the opinion of the Departmend
regarding ‘dockage’ in wheat is set forth
ag follows:

“The official grain standards of the
United States for wheat, in force and
effect for hard red winter wheat, soft
red winter wheat, common white wheat,
and white club wheat, on and after July
1, 1917, and, for all other wheat, on and
after August 1, 1917, ag set forth in
Service and Regulatory Announcements,
Markets No. 22, include, in part, an item
for dockage. This item is found under

" Section 3 as follows:

% ¢Qaction 3. Dockage.— Dockage in-
cludes sand, dirt, weed seeds, weed stems,
chaff, straw, grain other than wheat, and
any other foreign material which can be
removed readily from the wheat by the
use of appropriate sieves, cleaning de-
vices, or other practical means suited to
separate the foreign material present;

seribed is threefold: first, to define dock-
age; second, to prescribe how dockage
shall be enlculntegg third, that whenever
dockage is found in wheat, the amount
thereof shall be stated and made a part
of the grade designation for the wheat.

“The Department’s interest in the
question of dockage is primarily directed
to the enforcement of a correct deter-
mination of dockage under the official
grain standards of the United States for
wheat, and to obtaining compliance with
the provisions of the act which require
the use of those standards and the grades
thereof.

“For example, in the case of a country
dealer who ships his wheat in interstate
commerce to a terminal market, where
inspectors licensed under the Grain
Standards Act are located, pursuant to
a sale subject to an inspection by such
inspectors, let it be assumed that a par-
ticular car of wheat contains 2 per cent
of dockage. The licensed inspector who
inspects and grades this particular car
of wheat is required by the act and the

.rules and regulations of the Secretary of
Agriculture thereunder to determine the

dockage in accordance with the official
standards; to calculate the dockage as
provided for in the official standards; and
to show, as a part of the grade designa-
tion for the wheat on the certificate of
grade issued by him, the amount of dock-
age (2 per cent) which he finds in the
wheat.

“For the purpose of obtaining a uni-
form application of the standards with
respect to dockage, there will appear in
the Bervice and Regulato
menb now in course of publication, a de-
tailed desecription of the method recom-
mended by the Department for the de-
termination of dockage, which method is
used in all offices of federal grain super-
vision, in connection with the handling
of appeals and disputes taken or referred
to the Secretary of Agriculture and all
supervisional activities of such offices.
Licensed inspectors in determining dock-
age in wheat in accordance with the offi-
cial standards necessarily will use meth-
ods which will give results similar to the
results obtained by the use of the method
recommended by the Department.

“In many instances the material de-
termined to be dockage may contain un-
developed, shriveled, and small pieces of

Announce--

wheat kernels necessarily removed in
E:l'opcrly separating the foreign material,

such instances the dockage may have
a considerable commercial value,

“Assuming that the licensed imspector
properly performs his duty, that there
is no appeal, and that the parties inter-
ested comply with the requirements of
Sections 4 and 5 of the act, the manner -
in which dockage, determined and stated
in accordance with the official grain
standards of the United States for wheat,
is to be assessed against the ‘seller is a
matter to be determined by the parties
to the transaction.

“There are several methods used in
various sections of the country as a basis
of settlement for wheat in which dock-
age may be found: the price to be paid
may be for the mnet wei%ht contained in
the lot or parcel—that is, the gross
weight of the wheat minus dockage; or
it may be a certain price per bushel for
the gross weight of wheat less a fixed
discount for each ome per cent of dock-
age contained therein; or it may be a
certain price for the net weight (the
ﬁmss weight of the wheat minus the

ockage) upon condition that the dock-
age is to be disposed of by the buyer at
the market price and the proceeds turned
over to the seller, in whole or in part,
according to whether there is an agree-
ment which may allow the buyer a cer-
tain percentage for services performed
by him in cleaning the wheat.

“There is nothing in the acb which
would prevent the parties from using any
of these methods. However, this Depart-
ment does not feel that it should at this
time discuss the relative merits of these
methods or express any preference among
them. In any methods which the parties
may see fit to a.doglt, it is the opinion of
the Department that any value which
the dockage may possess should be paid
for in some manner.”

Silage as Roughage

Every year there are those who ex-

resg disappointment as a result of feed-
ing silage to their stock for the first
time. Silage is essentially a roughage
teed and should always be considered ag
such. Dry fodder of corn, kafir, or cane
will keep cattle in stocker condition. The
silo cannot change these corn or kafir
stalks into concentrated feed. It simply
preserves them in a much more palatable
form. The stock will eat a larger pro-
portion of the crop in the form of silage
and, due to its succulent condition, a
larger amount of the nutrients will be
digested.

Good, rich silage will put cattle in
better condition than dry fodder, and
almost double the number of cattle can
be fed from an acre of the crop when
preserved as spilage as when fed in the
dry form. It must not be expected, how-
ever, that silage will take the place of
grain. Some people seem greatly dis-
appointed because they ecannot fatten
hogs on Bilaﬁe. The hog is not & rumi-
nant, and therefore cannot be expected
to handle large quantities of bulky ma-
terial as does a cow or sheep. Hogs will
pick the corn out of silage and eat some
of the finer parts, but silage alone would
hardly be a maintenance ration for them.
There will not be more than three or
four pounds of corn in a ton of average
silage—that made from a crop yielding
twenty-five or thirty bushels to the acre.
Thirty-five or forty pounds of silage
daily is about the limit for a cow or @
steer. The amount of grain they will
get in this quantity is very small.

If you filled a silo with the erop in
the proper condition and have the stock
to eat the silage, you are almgst sure
to find ib a profitable investment, but
do not expect the impossible. You can-
not take out of the silo more than you
put into it.

If we are to supply our allies with the
necessary food and are to reduce our own
prices of foodstuffs during the coming
winter, it can only be accomplished by
the utmost self-denial and service on tli¢
part of all our people through the elim-
ination of waste and by rigid economy
in the use of food—PRERIDENT WiLSON.

Feed the cull potatoes to 