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CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITIONS OF TERIZS USED

Behavior problems in schools seem to percsist cdespite
the efforts of teachers to enforce conformity to rules and
regulations via punishment of certain behaviors or indul-
gence of others. Insight into the persistence of these
problems may come about by considering what actions children

regard as "serious."
I. THE PRCBLEM

Statement of the problem. This study was designed to

compare student ratings of divergent behavior in five

problem areas common to children. Specifically, the study
was designed to compare students' ratings by sex and grade
level on selected aspects of cheating, stealing, truancy,r

bullying, and disrespect for authority.

Importance of the study. The development of ethical

standards in children is an important aim of education;
however, technigues for measuring a child's behavior in an
ethical situation are few and inadequate. Giving children
opportunities to express their ethical oplnions can be
valuable in helping teachers access their value Jjudgments,

and consequently direct emphesis approprilately.



Understanding children's ethical opinions can alco zserve as
a significant means of determining reward.and punichment.

In this study an attempt was made to secure children'’s opin-
ions regarding certain behavior problems and relate thelr

responses to the above application.
II. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

Cheating. This term is used to describe a way of
doing schoolwork that is dishonest, The factors of concern
were (1) the person who completed the homework; and (2) the

type of schoolwork involved.

Stealing. In this study the term "stealing™ refers
to the taking of something that does not belong to one.
The value of the object stolen and the location of the

incident were the primary conslderatlons,

Truzney. Throughout this paper the term "truency"
will be interpreted as meaning the staying away from school
without the school's permission. The reason for a student
missing school and the time-of-year of the truancy were

investigated.

Bullying. This term is used to describe the
exerting of one's aggressiveness on someone smaller or

weaker in order to frighten the latter, The habits of the



(e

bully and the situations in which he operates were two

polints considered,

Disrespect for authority. The term "disrespect for

authority" means an expression of contempt for authority;

authority refers to any 1individual charged with enforcing

society's rules. The two aspects of this problem investi-
gated were the kinds of miscpnduct exhibited in public

settings and the authority figure involved.
III. DELIMITATION OF THE STUDY

This study was limited to intermediate-level
students attending Kalaheo School on the island of Kauai,
Hawaii, Conclusions drawn from the findings of the study
cannot be appllied to a2ll populations because of the extrenme
heterogeneous racial background and unigue situation of

these students.
IV. ORGANIZATION OF REMAINDER OF THE PAPER

The review of literature pertinent to the study of
this problem 1s compliled in Chapter II. Then in Chapter III
a description of ithe procedures is presented briefly. The
analysis and summary parts of the study are presented in

Chapters IV and V.,



CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Numerous articles have been written about behaviocral
problems in education, but only a few seem closely related
to the topic under investigetion. Thus a relatively brief
review of literature is being presented.

The five behavior problems selected for consideration
in this study have been continually rated by teachers as
serious behavlior problems., The best example of an early
study supporting this viewpoint 1is the classical study in

psychology conducted by Wickmanl

in 1926. This study con-
pared the ratings of teachers and mental hygienisis as to
the relative seriousness of fifty behavior problems. In the
case of teacher ratings, all five behavior problems fell
within the top ten regarded as the most serious.

Hunter,2 in a study identical to Wickman's conducted
in 1957, found similar results. The teachers had rated the

five behavior problems within the top six. The conslstency

of such high ratings by teachers of these five behavior

e, x. Wickman, Children's Behavior and Teachers'
Attitudes (New York: The Commonwealth Fund, 1928), p. 46.

2E. C. Hunter, "Changes in Teachers Attitudes Toward
Children's Behavior Over the Last Thirty Years," Mental
Hygiene, 41:3-11, May, 1957.



problems indicates their significance in education, and
their desirability for use in this study.

Green and Rothenber83 have suggested six major cri-

F-J

teria for making an anzlysls of the serlousness of an act of
stealing, These include:

frequency of the act;

value of the stolen object;

duration of the stealing;

age of the chlld;

amount of punicshment the ¢hild is willing to
accept in order to steal;

his general behavior at home and school,
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Only the eriteria (a) and (b) are related to this
study. They were factors considered in constructing
stealing items for the guestionnaire.

Byers,4 in his article on cheating, dlscusses a
factor also relating to the construction of the questlon-
naire. This factor is the person who completes the
schoolwork for the student, and was used as an item on the
guestionnaire relating to the problem of cheating.

The numerous other articles read on behavior
problems had no direct application to the study. They were
very informative but lacked discussilons concerning the

factors singled out for emphasis in this study.

3S. L. Green and A. B, Rothenberg, A Kanual of First
£id for ¥entsal Health (New York: The Julian Press, 1953),

. 45,

“Paul R. Byers, "What Can Be Done About Cheating?®
Education Digest, 23:28-29, November, 1967.




CHAPTER III

PROCEDURE

Preliminary prepecration. In order Lo cecure

students' opinions regarding their view of "seriousness" of
benavior problems common to them, a guestionnaire was con-
structed. This questionnaire included items relating to
five behavior problems, These behavior problems included
stealing, cheating, truancy, bullying, and disrespect for
authority.

Each behavior problem was considered from only two
aspects, with each aspect representing a gquestlon on the
cuestionnaire, These selected aspects are as follows: (1)
stealing~--the value of the object stolen (Question #1), and
the location of the incident (#2); (2) cheating--the person
who completes the homework (#3), and the type of schoolwork
involved (#4); (3) truancy--the time of year of the truancy
(#5), and the reason for missing school (#6); (4)
bullying--the habits of the bully (#7), and the situations
in which he operates (#8); and (5) disrespect for author-
ity--the authority figure involved (#9), and kinds of
misconduct exhibited in public settings (#10).

The questions on the questionnalre were structured
so that a simple rating would be possible. ZEach question

haed five items and the students rated the five items from



the viewpoint of "most serious” and "least serious." An "
was designated Tor "most serious™ and an "L" for "least

serious,"

Design of study. The sampling to whom the guestion-

naire was given included zll intermediate-level students at
Kalaheo School on the i1sland of Kauel, Hawail. The students
were distributed in the following manner:

Grade IV 42

Grade V 45

Grade VI 54

The questionnaire was administered to the Kalaheo
students during the months of March and April. Ccocnsent had
been given by the principal and intermedlate-level teachers
with whom the investigator worked.

One teacher administered the questionnaire to all the
students, with only one of five classrooms responding at a
time, This was an attempt to make the classroom presenta-
tions of the questionnaire as similar as possible,.

Before the questionnaire was distributed among the
students, the administering teacher took about five minutes
to explain the purpose of the questionnaire, noting
particularly that the questionnaire results would have no
effect on the students' grades. These introductory remarks
were mentioned to inform the students of the questionmaire

ané to set a relaxing atmosphere.



The administering teacher distributed the
mimeographed questionnaires and read and éxplained the
directions very carefully in an attempt to clarify any mis-
understandings. In addition he read 21l questionnzire items
to assist the non-readers. He also observed the students to
see that their markings were consistent with the directions.

An allotment of twenty minutes was scheduled for each -
administration of the guestionmaire. This time allotment
proved to be sufficient.

When all questionnaires were completed they were
collected and grouped according to sex-within-grade~level.
After all students had taken the questionnalre, the results
were tabulated in terms of percentages. Comparisons were

then made involving grade levels and sex,



CHAPTER IV

QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

Introduction. The student population desired for the

study involved all intermediate-level puplls at Xalzheo
School. The distribution of students and the number

completing the questionnaire are as follows:

Total Enrollment No. Completing Questionnzire
Grade IV 42 39
Grade V 43 - 42
Grade VI 54 52
139 Total 133 Total

Of the 133 students completing the questionnaire, 68 were
girls and 65 were boys.

In order to compare the results obtained from the
questionnaire ten tables were constructed, with each table
representing the students' responses toc a particular ques-
tion. Comparisons by percentages were made between grade

levels and sex.

Table I, The pupil responses with regard to
attitudes of "most serious" and "least serious in a theft
situation involving the object stolen are presented in
Table I. While observations show that fourth and fifth
graders regerd stealing lunch money as "most serious®, one
notices that sixth graders place more emphasis on stealling

car parts, One can also readily observe that boys regard
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stealing car parts as "most serious" at a high percentage
twice that of girls. The tendency to regard candy or a
pencil as "least serious" is shared by all grade levels and

both sexes.

Table II. The lntermediate-level students' attitudes
about the locatlion or "place" in a stealing-money situation
are contained in Table II. Fourth and fifth graders tended
o regard "stealing from the store" as "most serious™ while
sixth graders selected "stealing from the church." In terms
of "least serious" both sexes and all grade levels selected

“the home" by a vast majority as being least significant.

Table III. Table III illustrates pupll responses
concerning cheating from the standpoint of "who is
completing a child's homework.," All grade levels agreed on
the item of "having parents complete homework" as being the
"most serious." The students also tended to agree somewhat
in their opinion regarding the "least serious" item. Fifth
and sixth graders felt that having a classmate complete his
homework was least questionable whereas fourth graders felt
least gullty about having a brother or sister complete his
homework. By comparing sexes, both boys and glrls shared
similar attitudes concerning the seriousness of this aspect

of cheating.
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Table IV. The observations noted in Table IV
represent intermediate-level students' attitudes towards
cheating from the aspect of "the type of schoolwerk in-
volved." Not only were the sexes similar in their judgments
about the seriousness of the items but also the students of
each grade level, "Having a student cheat on a test" was
the item regarded as "most serious" while "having 2 student
cheat on a notebook" was the item least objectionable. An
interesting observation 1s the little emphasis gilven to a

project or report.

Table V. The students' responses to the topic of
truancy from the standpoint of "time of year" are presented
in Table V. All groupings seem to show lnconsistencles,
particularly the boys., No strong tendencies appear through-
out all grade levels. BSome agreement 1ls shared, however, by
the girls and by fourth and sixth graders on their attitude
of the "most serious" item--missing the first 2 weeks of

school.

Table VI, Table VI represents intermedlate-level
students' opinions regarding the "reasons for a student
missing school." Both fifth and sixth graders feel “missing
school to have fun" is the "most serious" reason. Fourth
graders, on the other hand, regard studying for a test as

the "most serious® reason. Little agreement is shared by
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any of the groupings in regard to the "least serious" reason
y & ng &

Tor missing school.

Table VII, The students' responses to the cuestion
involving "the habits of the bully" are contained in Table
VII. All grade level groups and sex groupings held identi-
cal attitudes in terms of "most serious" and "least
serious." Injuring someone weaker was the item regarded as

most offensive whereas {easing someons smaller was the itenm

revealing least objJection.

Table VIII. The observations noted in Table VIII

represent the students' attitudes toward “"bullying" from the
standpoint of "situations in which the bully operates." The
fourth graders felt that a student acting in a bullying
manner on a class excursion was the "most serious" condi-
tion. The sixth graders differed and bellieved that a
student being bossy 1n regular classes was the worst
condition. The fifth graders, hovever, were divided equally
in their opinions. Half agreed with the fourth graders’
choice and half agreed with the sixth graders' choice. The
tendency to regard "a bully causing trouble during recesses"
as the "least serious" condition is shared predominately by

all grade levels and by boys and girls.
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Table IX. Table IX illustrates the pupils' reszponses
to the behavior problem "disrespect for authority," specifi-
cally considering the authority figure involved. All grade
levels and both boys and girls regarded "talking back to a
policeman" as being the "most serious." The students’
opinions were similar also in relation to their judgment of
the items regarded as "least serious." "Talking back to a
neighbor" and "talking back to a salesman" were the items
labeled least significant. An additional observation worth
noting is the little emphasis placed on "talking back to a

teacher."

Table X. The students' attitudes about "kinds of
nisconduct employed in public settings" are presented in
Teble X. The strong tendency to regard speeding on public
highways as the "most serious" item was shared by all the
groupings. A similar pattern resulted when comparing the
students' "least serious® choice. Teasing animals in zoos
was the item selected by every group as belng least offen-

sive.
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Table XI, Table XI represents a different lkind of
table from those previously 1llustrated. This tatle
contains intermediate-level students' attitudes in regerd to
the five problem areas used in constructiing ltems for the
questionnaire, By comparing the various percentages one
easily observes that the problem of "stealing" was regarded
as "most serious"” by all groupings, whereas the problem of
"oullying" was regarded as "least serious" by all groupings.
The fact that all groupings also regerdied "cheating" as of

little consequence deserves aitention.
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND COXCLUSIONS

Summary. This study was designed to compare
intermediate-level student ratings of divergent benhavior in
five problem areas common to children. These proovlem areas
were investigated from select viewpoints only. The differ-
ent aspects under study included: (1) stealing--the value
of the object stolen, and the location of the incident; (2)
cheating--the verson who completes the homework, and the
type of schoolwork involved; (3) truancy--the time of year
of the truancy, and the reason for missing school; (&)
bullying--the habits of the bully, and the situations in
which he operates; and (5) disrespect for authority--the
authority figure involved, and kinds of misconduct exhibited
in public-settings.

A questionnaire was designed using the selected
aspects above as a foundation upon which items were
constructed. The questionnaire was then given to a unique
sampling of students. This sampling lncluded all
intermediate-level pupils attending Xalaheo School on the
island of Kaual. These students were unique because of
thelr extreme heterogeneous racial backgrounds,

The results of the quesﬁionnaire were tabulated with

the use of percentages. Comparisons were then made by



grade levels and by sex regarding student responses of "most

serious" and "least serious™ to the guestionnaire items,

Conclusions, The analysls of student responses to

the questionnalre can easlly be comprehended by noiing
similar tendencies within the tabulation. An attempt was
made in the following paragrapns to group related items.
Many of the students' responses to the quesilonnaire
tems were anticipated to reveal what the results confirm.
The following list of tables illustrate these expected
tendencies:

Table II -- All groupings regarded taking money from
the home as "least serious"

Table IV -- All groupings regarded cheating on a
test as "most serious" and cheating on
e notebook as "least serious"

Table VI =— Fifth and sixth graders considered a
student missing school to have fun as
"most serious"

Table VII -- All groupings aﬁreed that inguring some-
one weaker was 'most serious" and
teasing someone smaller was "least
serious”

Table VIII -- Predominantly all groupings regarded a

student being bossy during recesses as
"least serious"

Table IX -- All groupings agreed that talkin% back
to a policeman was "most serious

Table X -- All groups agreeing that speeding on
public highways was "most serious"

A definite number of responses to certain question-

neire items revealed that the students had a vague notion



of the idea presented, A good exfmple 1s found in Taeble I
where the girls regarded stealing lunch money as 'more
serious" than stealing car parts. Another example is the
little emphasis placed on "cheating on a nroject or report”
by all groupings as illustrated in Table IV. The inconsis-
tencies presented in Table V also revealed that the students
have a wvague concept of time. In addition the fourth
graders seemed to misunderstand the first item in Teble VI
where they labeled "a student missing school to have fun" as
"least serious.”

Another series of responses by the students seems to
be analyzed best by regarding the child's lmmediate
experliences as being those most significant to him., This
suggestion perhaps explains why most students regarded
stealing lunch money as "most serious™ in Table I, Also
this idea might explain the students’' cholce of “taking
money from the store" as "most serious" in Table II, and
choosing “stealing" as the "most serious" problem and
"oullying" as the "least serious" problem in Table XI.

The school related items seem to reveal attitudes
characteristic of many parents of the school community. In
Tebles I and II, one notlces the little emphasis placed on
stealing school supplies or stealing from the school. One
2lso notices the minor objections revealed in talking back

t0 a teacher as illustrated in Table IX. These examples of



nezative attitudes perhaps stem from the negative attitudes
shared by many parents in the school community.

A final point of discussilion is the 1little signifi-
cance placed on the problem of cheating as illustirated in
Table XI. The attitude that cneating makes little
difference 1is shared by meny students at Kalaheo Scnool,

The prevelance of this attitude is revealed by the severily
of the cheating problem at Kalaheo School.

The author feels that a repetition of this study on a
different group of intermediate-level students would prove

interesting.
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FCLLCW ALONG CAREFULLY AS I READ EACH PART.
GROUPING ACCORDING TO YCUR VIEW OF MOST SERIOQOUS AND
SERIOUS. USE AN M FOR MOST SERIOQUS AND AN L FOR LEAET
SERIOUS.

(1)

(5)

(7)

.

person stealing ....
a pencil

car parts

lunch money

school supplies
candy

LHETHT

A student having home-
work being done by ...
his parents

2 brother or sister
other relatives

an older friend

a classmate

RN

A student missing the,
Tirst 2 weeks of
school
last 2 weeks of
school
first 2 weeks in
November
first 2 weeks in
Iarch
first 2 weeks after
Christmass wvacation

& student seelting
attention By .....c00
teasing someone
smaller
threatening someone
younger

injuring someone
weaker

bossing someone
cguieter

shoving someone
aside

—

THEY HAZK ZACE

ZALST

(2)

(6)

(8)

Taking mcney from
a churcn

the store

the school

the home

the bowling alley

LT

A student cheating on..
an assignment

e test

a project

a report

a notebook

LT

A student missing
gehotl visivsnvsmnsmswens
to have fun

to study for a test
to baby-sit

to keep from golng
to PE class

to keep a brother or
sister company

A student being bossy..
in regular classes
during recesses
during lunch period
at parties

on class excursions



(9)

back

A student talking

P

oo o

PO .eiwinas
policeman
parent
teacher
neighbor
salesman

34

(10) A DPErsOn vvvuerenennns

speeding on public
highways

teasing animals in
Z0O05

making big nolse in
public bulldings
lgnoring rules Iin
public swimming
pools

leaving trash scat-
tered in public
parks
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This study was designed to compare intermediate-~level
student ratings of divergent behavior in filve problem areas
common to chlldren., These problem areas were investigated
Tfrom select viewpoints only. The different aspects under
study included: (1) stealing-~the value of the object
stolen, and the location of the incident; (2) cheating--the
person wno completes the homework, and the type of school-
work involved; (3) truancy--the time of year of the truancy,
and the reason for missing school; (4) bullying--the habits
of the bully, and the situations in which he operates; and
(5) disrespect for authority--the authority figure involved,
and kinds of misconduct exhiblted In public settings.

A guestionnaire was designed using the selected
aspects above as a foundation upon which items were
constructed, The questionnaire was then given to a unique
sampling of students. This sampling included all
intermediate-level pupils attending Kalaheo School on the
island of Xauai. Of the 133 studenis who completed the
guestionnaire, 68 were girls and 65 were boys. These
students were unique because of their extreme heterogeneous
racial backgrounds.

The questlons on the questionmaire were siructured
co that 2 simple rating would be possible. Each cuestion
had five items and the students rated the five items from

the viewpoint of "most serious" and "least serious." An



"M" was designated for "most serious” and an "L" for "least
serious," |

The results of the cuestionnaire were tabulated with
the use of percentages. Comparisons were then made by grade
levels and by sex regarding student responses of "most

serious”™ and "least serious" to the questionnaire itenms.



