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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Introduction

Much contemporary sociological research is focused
upon either a particular segment of society, or at society
in a particular setting. One such setting is the political,
and the attempt of this research is to explain and predict
the political behavior of people by use of socio-economic
‘determinants. It is hoped that by studying the political
consequences of familiar phenomenon, such as stratification
and aging, an understanding of political events and the
social conditions which determine them will contribute
knowledge to other specific areas of social analysis. It
is assumed that careful analysis of political behavior will
demonstrate relationships that will help explain the broader
workings of society.

In this study three variables shall be considered:
namely, age, status inconsistency, and political attitudes.
Age and status inconsistency are here treated as the
independent variables and political attitudes as the

dependent variable.



Age and Political Attitudes

Traditionally, a positive relationship between age
and conservatism has been assumed, i.e., the older the
person the more conservative his political attitudes.
Indeed, a substantial amount of research would seem to
support the assumed proposition that older persons are more
likely to adopt more traditional positions than are the
young. "In a word, there are many substantial pieces of
evidence which support the popular image of the conservative
older person.“l

Stouffer, for example, found that older persons are
less tolerant in their political attitudes, but that the
degree of toleration was closely correlated with the amount
of education received. However, even after controlling for
the amount of education received, the older age groups were
still less tolerant than the young age gr:oups.2 Lipset
noted that a person's economic self-interest increases with
age. This is so, he argues, because increasing age is
associated with advancement in income, status, etc., which
in turn affects his opinion formation and political

behavior.3

lAngus Campbell, "Social and Psychological Determi-
nants of Voting Behavior," in Politics of Age, ed. by
Wilma Donahue and Clark Tibbits (Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan Press, 1962), p. 94.

2Samuel A. Stoffer, Communism, Conformity and Civil
Liberties (New York: Doubleday and Co., 1955), p. 94.

3Seymour M. Lipset, Political Man, Anchor Edition
(Garden City: Doubleday and Co., 1963), pp. 283-84.




These statements by Campbell, Stouffer, and Lipset
ignore differences in regard to the specific type of atti-
rtude which is being measured. Some coordination of
specific attitudes is not only relevant but essential if
one wishes to speak of age differences in political atti-
tudes. In the literature on political attitudes there is a
tendency for researchers to regard liberalism and conserva-
tism as a uni-dimensional concept. The result of such
uni-dimensional treatment is that a person is said to be
either a liberal or a conservative regardless of the subject
matter upon which the judgment was made.

Some writers have recognized a distinction between
economic and non-economic political attitudes.4 Kelly and
Chambliss suggest that a person may be a liberal on some
issues and a conservative on other issues.5 Distinctions
between the types of political attitudes which are being
measured eliminates much of the confusion and apparent
contradictions in the findings of researchers.

By not treating liberalism-conservatism as a uni-
dimensional concept, the assumed proposition that aged
individuals are conservative in their political attitudes,

can be questioned. The question now becomes, "What type

‘Ibid., p. 92.

5Dennis K. Kelly and William J. Chambliss, "Status
Consistency and Political Attitudes," American Sociological
Review, Vol. 31 (June, 1966), 375-76.




of political attitudes do the older persons give liberal
responses to, and what type do they give conservative
rresponses to?"

Campbell points out that one important area in which
older people are more liberal than the young is that of
governmental social welfare programs. This is an important
area because it concerns a basic issue of the proper role
of both the individual and the state, and the peoples'
desire for governmental action towards welfare programs.
The fact that older people are more liberal on welfare
issues than young people is probably not an ideological
position. Older people are not rejecting the values of
private enterprise and limited government, in favor of the
modern welfare state, rather they are responding to their
economic self-interest. Campbell found in his gquestion-
naire that items concerning government programs which
promised direct economic assistance to older people partic-
ularly appealed to the older respondents. The popularity
of economic assistance to older persons, among themselves,
is not that older persons are poor in terms of accumulated
capital or assets. One study found that families whose
head was over sixty-five years of age had an average asset
ownership as high as any of the younger age groups.6

Another study reported the median value of the asset

6Campbell, "Determinants of Voting Behavior,"
pp. 96-97.



holdings of couples sixty-five a d over as $11,180, with
personal debts very small in relation to assets.7 But the
aged have a very low income and poor future prospects for
additional income. Campbell concludes that the attitudes
of a particular age group is simply a reflection of each
generation's economic self-interest.8

The aged individual would be expected to support
governmental welfare policies as a reflection of his
economic self-interest because the oldér person is, to a
large extent, dependent upon the state for economic support.
Even the more individualistic, secure, and economic self-
sufficient aged are exposed to inflationary tendencies in
the American economy. This is the case because the income
of the older person is frequently in fixed dollar incomes,
such as savings and pensions. Their incomes do not adjust
to the fluctuating value of the dollar. The aged represent
a disadvantaged group which is dependent upon the state for
economic support, and they are thereby Willing to endorse
governmental policies which propose the redistribution of

, 9
income to some extent.

7Lenore A. Epstein and Janet H. Murray, The Aged
Population of the United States, U.S. Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare, Research Report No. 19, 1967.

SCampbell, "Determinants of Voting Behavior,"
Pp. 96-97.

9Lipset, Political Man, pp. 284-85.




In a study of an old age political pressure group
in California, it was shown that a group of approximately
70,000 aged individuals could sponsor, and have adopted,
a constitutional amendment for the liberalization of the
public assistance programs for the aged.lo The researchers
interpreted the motivation of the aged in becoming a
political pressure group to be caused in large part by
their status anxiety. The status anxiety of the aged
person is caused by the older person's concern with his
relation to, and status in, society. The aged feel a need
to be respected by society, but because of their inability
to earn respect they are confronted with an ambiguous self-
image. The larger society places greatest emphasis upon
the achieved status of a person, but the older person is
denied the possibility of achievement by this same society.
The older person feels he has a right to respect because of
his ascribed status of age, a right which society fails to
honor. The older person shares in the belief of respect
for achieved status and considers himself a failure in not
being self-sufficient. This is the contradiction which
causes the older person to have an ambiguous self-image:
the aged person feels he should have respect, but at the

same time feels that he should earn that respect. He is

lOFrank Pinner, Paul Jacobs, and Philip Selznick,
0l1d Age and Political Behavior (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1959), pp. 69-91.




however, unable to earn respect because of societal limi-
tations.ll

Related to the need for respect is the dependence of
older persons upon others for sustenance. In many cases
this may be their children or a public agency. Although
the older person was raised in the tradition of rugged
individualism he now has the need for the welfare state.

In modern society the extended family is no longer a
unit of monetary support, and children are no longer obliged
to support their aged parents. Also, the parents do not
want to be dependent upon their children. Placed in the
situation where the aged individual is denied the oppor-
tunity of individual achievement, and where the primary and
familial group no longer feels obligated to support individ-
ual members, the older person has no alternative but to
accept support from the welfare state.12

When the pensioners organized themselves and started
their drive to gain more funds from the welfare state,
their action was legitimated as the Aﬁerican virtue of
self-reliance, i.e., that through their organization they
"do for themselves."l3

Because of the status anxiety of the aged individual,

and because of his economic dependence upon the welfare

lopia,

127134,

131piga., p. 124.



state, there appears to be at least one exception to the
stereotypical aged person. Older people are more liberal
in their attitudes toward governmental activity in welfare
programs, than younger persons.

Status Inconsistency--
Theory and Literature

Max Weber noted that the scocial status of a person
could be derived from either: (a) mode of living, (b) edu-
cation, or (c) birth or occupation.14 The important point
here is not his classification, but rather that he dis-
tinguishes separate hierarchies upon which a person's
status can be based. This multiple hierarchy approach
deviated from the traditional inclination of social philos-
ophers to describe the hierarchical structure of human
groups as a uni-dimensional scheme, i.e. as a single
hierarchy with a theoretical continuum. Sociologists since
the time of Weber have reasoned that the traditional uni-
dimensional scheme failed to accurately describe the complex
nature of group structure. Instead ihey have viewed the
structure of human groups as involving a number of parallel
vertical hierarchies, which are usually imperfectly
correlated with one another. 1In this conception a person

has a series of positions in a series of related vertical

l4Max Weber, The Theory of Social and Economic
Organization, trans. by A. M. Henderson and Talcott Parsons
(New York: The Free Press, 1947), p. 428.




hierarchies. This is in place of the single position of a
person in the uni-dimensional hierarchy.

Lenski contributed to the multiple hierarchy model
by adding a non-vertical dimension of consistency to the
parallel wvertical hierarchies,15 following the lead of
Emile Benoit-Smullyan. Benoit-Smullyan specifically raised
the notion of eguilibration among the ranks of several
hierarchical dimensions held by a single person.16 In this
conception individuals are compared in regard to the degree
of consistency of their vertical hierarchies.17 Status
consistency does not tell what a person's status is, but
rather, how well established or how much in line a person's
statuses are. A person can be consistently low or consis-
tently high in his statuses, or he can be status inconsis-
tent with a high status on one status hierarchy and a low
status on another status hierarchy. Lenskl conceived the
degree of status consistency to range from high to low as
a continuum.

In the status inconsistency model the individual
reacts differently because of the stress which results

because of the lack of consistency of his statuses. Lenski

15Gerhard Lenski, "Status Crystallization: A Non-
Vertical Dimension of Social Status," American Sociological
Review, Vol. 19 (August, 1954), 405-13.

16Emile Benoit-Smullyan, "Status, Status Types, and
Status Interrelations," American Sociological Review, Vol. 9
(April, 1944), 159-60.

17

Lenski, "Status Crystallization," p. 411.
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describes the status inconsistent as a type of marginal man
who experiences pressures by the social order not felt by
the status consistents.l8 Jackson conceives of the stress
of the status inconsistent as a problem of conflicting
expectations. The conflicting expectations lead to frus-
tration and uncertainty for the individual, which in turn
causes the psychological stress. Frustration results as a
consequence of the inconsistent person being unable to
satisfy the expectations of others because of the contra-
diction of his statuses. For example, i1f we have the case
of a person with high income and low education interacting
with a person of medium income and medium education, the
status inconsistent is superior to the other on the status
dimension of income. The contradiction arises because both
persons wish to interact with the other as a superior. The
status inconsistent person wishes to be deferred to by the
other person because he has a high income, whereas his
interaction partner has only medium income. The status
consistent person feels that the status inconsistent person
should defer to him because he has a medium educational

status, compared to the low educational status of the

lBWhat is being reported here is usually referred to
as status consistency theory, however Lenski started by
calling it status crystallization. Besides consistency and
crystallization, other researchers have used the terms con-
gruence and equilibration, however they are all used inter-
changeably by most writers. Also, the opposite meaning,
but the same concept, is referred to as inconsistency,
incongruence, and disequilibration.
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status inconsistent. Thus, the status inconsistent person
finds himself frustrated in his social interactions because
of the conflicting expectations. The status consistent
individual in this example is also a partner in the frus-
tration, however this is only the case when he is inter-
acting with persons who are status inconsistents. The
status inconsistent person is liable to experience frus-
tration in all his social relationships.19

Another cause of anxiety for the status inconsistent
person is the uncertainty as to what deference he can
expect of others and the deference they can expect of him.
The status inconsistent person, according to Jackson, is
placed in a position of psychological stress as a result of
both the frustration and the uncertainty which he experi-
ences 1n his interpersonal relationships.20

Homans conceptualizes status inconsistency on an
individual level in terms of rewards and costs. If in
interaction, a person presents to another person two incon-
sistent stimuli in which one stimuli signals reward and the
other signals punishment, the two individuals will be in
doubt as to which stimuli they should honor. Because of

the inconsistent stimuli there will be ambiguity as to what

kind of behavior is proper in this situation. The person

19Elton F. Jackson, "Status Consistency and Symptoms
of Stress," American Sociological Review, Vol. 27 (August,
1962), 469-80.

20

Ibid.




2
who 1s status consistent presents no such problem of
ambiguity since the stimuli to behavior he presents are
consistent and not conflicting. Thus, in interaction with
a status consistent, there is assurance that a single kind
of behavior will be rewarded by him. The status consistent
person has an established status that is certain, whereas
the status inconsistent person has a rather fluid and
ambiguous status. Status consistency, then is a condition
of social certitude.Zl

Besides the actual determination of whether a kind
of behavior will be rewarded or punished, another dimension
of fair exchange is important. Men feel they should always
realize a fair exchange in their relations with other men.
Fair exchange, or distributive justice, results when a
man's profit from a social relationship is directly propor-
tional to his investment of age, sex, seniority, skills,
etc. Profit here is defined as the sum of the reward of
the social interaction, less the cost. Because of the
principle of fair exchange, status consistency eases the
social relations of men by removing a possible point of
conflict and ambiguity.22

To show that some degree of stétus inconsistency

exists is useful only to the extent that the finding points

2lGeorge C. Homans, Social Behavior: Its Elementary

Forms (New York: Harcourt, Brace, and World, 196l1).

221pia., pp. 249-64.
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up significant differences in the behavior of people. In
order to test the theory of status inconsistency, concen-
tration upon political values and attitudes will be used
to point up significant differences between persons who
are status consistents and those who are status inconsis-
tents. Political research is not necessarily the only
approach for testing the status inconsistency theory, and
a review of the literature on this theory indicates the
different areas that have used it. However, much of the
research to date, utilizing status inconsistency theory,
has used political data.

The political research has shown that the status
inconsistent person reacts against society. The status
inconsistent person, as indicated by his political atti-
tudes and behavior, sees society as the source of his
stress and conflict.

Research using status consistency theory has shown
that random inconsistencies between statuses do not
produce the same results as when certain other status
variables are used. Two researches, which did not confirm
nor support the status consistency theory, have been dis-
counted because they did not use both.achieved and
ascribed status variables in determining their status

inconsistent respondents. These two studies were by Kenke123

23William F. Kenkel, "The Relationship Between Status
Consistency and Politico-Economic Attitudes," American
Sociological Review, Vol. 21 (June, 1956), 365-68.
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and Kelly and Chambliss.24

However, research which has employed both achieved
and ascribed status variables in determining the degrees of
status consistency has produced significant differences
between status consistents and status inconsistents. Some
researchers have used status variables from only one of the
two types and have also shown differences between those who
are status consistents and those who are not.25

Commonly used ascribed status variables are race,
ethnicity, and religion, and commonly used achieved status
variables are occupation, education, and income. Lenski,
while showing that status inconsistents were more liberal
politically than status consistents, found that the highest
per cent of liberals were found in those groups in which a
low ethnic status was combined with a high achieved status.
This was true whether the achieved status was income,
occupation, or education.26

Jackson compared the findings of Lenski with his own
and found that those status combinations which were most

liberal were also the least likely to report a high

physiological symptom rate, and those status inconsistents

24K. Dennis Kelly and William J. Chambliss, "Status
Consistency and Political Attitudes," American Sociclogical
Review, Vol. 31 (June, 1966), 375-82.

2SGary B. Rush, "Status Consistency: Right-Wing
Extremism," American Sociological Review, Vol. 32 (February,
1967), 86-92-

26

Lenski, "Status Crystallization," p. 411.
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who were low as political liberals reported high physiolo-
gical symptom rates. Since Lenski had noted that those
status inconsistents who had a high achieved status com-
bined with a low ethnic status were the ones with the
highest per cent of liberals, Jackson interpreted his
findings accordingly. He interpreted his findings as
meaning that status inconsistents who have a high racial-
ethnic status combined with a low occupational or educa-
tional status respond more to their stressful situation
physiologically, while persons of the opposite combination,
low racial-ethnic status combined with a high occupational
or education status tend to respond to their situation
politically.27

Rush found that right-wing extremism was another
possible political response to status inconsistency, and he
demonstrated that status inconsistents were more right-wing
extremists than were status consistents.28 He pointed out
that this finding is not necessarily contradictory to
Lenski's research which found status inconsistents to be
more politically liberal than status consistents. There
is evidence which shows that both left-wing and right-wing

. .. . . . , 29
extremists are similar in social characteristics. Rush

27

Jackson, "Status Consistency and Symptoms of

Stress," p. 426.

28Rush, "Status Consistency: Right-Wing Extremism,"
P 9

9Benjamin B. Ringer and David L. Sills, "Political
Extremists in Iran," Public Opinion Quarterly, Vol. 16
(Winter. 1952-53). 689-99.
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proposes that some future research should try to ascertain
which elements affect the status inconsistents to determine
whether they are left-wing or right-wing in their political
response. He suggests that certain configurations of
inconsistent statuses may be the crucial factor.30

Lenski showed in his original study that a high
achieved status combined with a low ascribed status pre-
disposes a status inconsistent person to a left-wing, or a
liberal, political position. He reported percentages of
34.8, 39.3, and 32.4 of persons with a low ascribed status
combined with a high achieved status who were strongly
liberal. This compared to percentages of 17.2, 19.2, and
21.9 for persons with the opposite combination of a high
ascribed status combined with a low achieved status who
were strongly liberal.31

The findings of Lenski are entirely in line with what
would be expected of persons with these traits, since as
"Lipset states, when a man is accorded a low social evalu-
ation he is going to try to improve his prestige position
whenever he can, either through: (a) individual efforts,

32

or (b) a collective action of some sort. A person with a

high achieved status has one alternative open in his attempt

30
p. 92.
31

Rush, "Status Consistency: Right-Wing Extremism,”

Lenski, "Status Crystallization," pp. 405-13.

32Lipset, Political Man, p. 250.
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to improve his ascribed status, and this is through collec-
tive action which, politically, dictates that he support
liberal policies. Since he has already accomplished a high
achieved status through his individual efforts, and yet
this had done nothing to improve his ascribed status he is
left with only the one option. Thus, collective action and
a left-wing political stance would appear to be the way in
which the statué inconsistent can ease his status inconsis-
tency by attempting to bring his ascribed status in line.

Once again, as with the older people, the guestion
can be raised as to whether the status inconsistent is
adopting a liberal ideclogy, or whether he is using collec-
tive action as the "American virtue of self-reliance," an
attempt to "do for themselves." It may be that the response
of the status inconsistent appears to be liberal, but the
ideological driving force may be the more conservative
ideology of individualism.

Lenski found those status inconsistents with the
characteristics of high ascribed status and low achieved
status to be much lower in the percentage of respondents
who were strongly liberal, as compared to otherrstatus

at Jackson found that persons of high

inconsistency types.
ascribed and low achieved status reported a much higher

symptom level than status inconsistent types of the reverse

33Lenski,"Status Crystallization," p. 411.
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combination. The persons of high ascribed and low achieved
status reported symptom levels of 41 per cent and 37 per
cent as compared to 15 per cent and 15 per cent for the
high achieved and low ascribed individuals.34

Rush, although he did not include an ascribed status
variable in his research, concluded that low education was
perhaps a salient factor in predisposing a conservative

attitude.35

Education may indeed be the important factor
in this conception. Persons who have a high achieved
status and a low ascribed status are necessarily high in
education, and those persons who have a high ascribed
status and low achieved status are likewise necessarily low
in education. On education alone persons of high education
would be expected to be more liberal politically than
‘persons of low education. Jackson points out that high
education may produce a tendency for a person to see his
status problems in their social context. This reinforces
his tendency to approve of changes in the social system.36
The person who is a status inconsistent and has a low

educational achievement, rather than recognizing the social

causes of his frustration, would be more likely to search

34Jackson, "Status Consistency and Symptoms of
Stress," p. 476.

35Rush, "Status Consistency: Right-Wing Extremism,"

p. 92.

36Jackson, "Status Consistency and Symptoms of
Stress," p. 476.



for the simplistic and the nighly structured answers to the
problems and the frustrations which arise from his status

inconsgistency. Because of this, status inconsistents

might also strike out at, and held prejudice against, other

digadvantaged and depressed groups. Simplistic and highly

structured answers would be cffered by right-wing policies,
. _ 37 ; e 0

according to Rush. An issue raized earlier was whether

liberalism—conservatism can be treated as an uni-~dimensional

concept, or whether the dichotomy depends upon the issues
In Lenski's study, political attitudes of status

inconsistents were measured only on issues of ecconomic

liberalism, rather than on a vhole range of attitudes on

upjects. By using ap economic liperalism scale
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he found that status inconsistents were more liberal than
status consistents.38
Lipset noted that there is evidence that persons who
are status inconsistents are precne to be invelved in
radical right-wing movements. However, in this instance

Lipset is not concerned with issues of economic liberalism,

Ll
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but of civil liberties issues.” Kelly and Chambliss found

3]Rush, "Status Consistency: Right-Wing Extremism,
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that on political issues of varying nature, noct limited to
welfare issues, the status inconsistents were slightly more
conservative on civil rights and civil liberties, while
being more liberal on welfare issues.40

On issues of social justice, Allport noted that the
evidence is overwhelming that frustrations may cause out-
group hostility, as a displacement of aggression. He also
states that when a person is suffering from anxiety, as a
result of having failed to win in his encounter with life,
he develops a generalized inadequacy. Because of the fear
of his own ineffectiveness he grows suspicious of other
people. Although the anxiety is partially repressed, it is
also given a displaced outlet upon socially sanctioned
sources of fear, e.g. communists. In addition, there is
considerable evidence that such factors as downward mcbility,
depression, and a general economic dissatisfaction are all
positively correlated with prejudice. Also, men who fear
that their status is not secure, or uncertain, tend to
reflect this by prejudice. Insecure persons can derive
self-esteem by turning their attention to unfavored out-
groups. "Out-groups as status builders, have the special
advantage of being near at hand, visible, and occupying a
lower position by common agreement, thus providing social

support for one's own sense of status enhancement.“41 Many

40Kelly and Chambliss, "Status Consistency and
Political Attitudes," p. 382.

41Gordon W. Allport, The Nature of Prejudice, Anchor
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of the characteristics associated with prejudice are char-
acteristics presumed to be held by status inconsistent
persons. The reasoning is that the status inconsistency
of a person causes the frustration and uncertainty of
status which in turn would induce prejudice in him.

According to the theory of status equilibration, as
presented by Benoit-Smullyan, there is a tendency for the
different types of statuses to become eguilibrated, or to
reach a common level. This occurs as a result of what he
calls status conversion. Status conversion is a social
process whereby a high status position on one hierarchy can
be used to convert lower status positions on another
hierarchy to a high status position. An example of the
status conversion process would be the ability of the
nouveaux riches to purchase manifestations of prestige such
as titles, badges, offices, etc. Because of the effect of
status conversion there tends to exist status equilibration,
or a high correlation of a person's status on the different
status hierarchies.42

The status conversion process is applicable only to
achievable statuses since the status conversion process
cannot be applied to ascribed status, by the very nature

of ascribed statuses. The effect of this would be to

Book (Garden City: Doubleday and Co., 1958), p. 349.

42Benoit-Smullyan, "Status, Status Types, and
Status Interrelations," pp. 159-60.
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decrease the number of persons with the characteristics of
high ascribed status and low achieved status. It would be
possible for these persons to utilize the status conversion
process.

At the same time that Lenskil was researching the
concept of status crystallization, Landecker working jointly
on the same project as Lenski, attempted to determine under
what conditions high crystallization was more likely to
occur. He hypothesized that status crystallization is
strongest at the two extremes of the stratification system.
He reasoned that persons who are highest in one hierarchy
will have the power to monopolize the highest positions on
the other hierarchies, thereby creating high crystallization.
Conversely, persons at the bottom of one hierarchy are
handicapped from gaining access to higher positions in
other hierarchies. The hypothesis that crystallization
would be strongest at the highest level was supported by
the fact that class crystallization showed a higher score
at the top status level than at any other level. The other
hypothesis, that those at the bottom of a hierarchy would
be strongest in crystallization was not confirmed.43

Fenkel, Monderer, and Hartley tested the idea that a
person will show greater status strivings in the reference

.groups in which_he has low status, rather than in groups

43Werner S. Landecker, "Class Crystallization and
Its Urban Pattern," Social Research, Vol. 27, 308-20.
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where he has high status, 1.e., the measures of status
would therefore tend to meet at a common level. In this
attempt to illustrate the dynamics of equilibration, the
findings upheld the hypothesis.44

Exline and Ziller experimentally varied the status
congruence of the individuals in small discussion groups on
the dimensions of voting power and task ability. Their
findings indicated that congruent groups were more congenial
and showed greater discussion agreement than incongruent
groups. The authors further suggested that if their situ-
ation had permitted it, there was an indication that the
incongruent groups would have changed towards a congruent
status structure.45

Lenski tested to see the relationship between status
inconsistency and the tendencies toward social isolation
and found that the status inconsistent persons were less
likely to have non-business friends and less likely to

belong to voluntary associations.46

44G. H. Fenkel, J. H. Monderer, and E. L. Hartley,
"Subjective Status and the Eguilibration Hypothesis,"
Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology, Vol. 46 (Oct.,
1951) , 4746-=79.

45R. K. Exline and R. C. Ziller, "Status Congruency
and Interpersonal Conflict in Decision-Making Groups,"
Human Relations, Vol. 12 (April, 1959), 147-62.

466. E. Lenski, "Social Participation and Status
Crystallization," American Socioclogical Review, Vol. 21
(August, 1956), 458-64.
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Gibbs and Martin found that there was a relationship
between status inconsistency and the propensity toward
suicide, this being interpreted as another form of social
isolation or withdrawal.47

Goffman found that status inconsistents were more
likely to prefer changes in the power distribution within
society, than were persons who were status consistents.48

Adams, 1n one of the earliest works in status incon-
sistency, demonstrated the varying effectiveness of bomber
crews according to the degrees of status consistency. He
found that the groups which were status congruent were more
effective than the groups which were incongruent. He also
found, however, that groups which were not as highly con-
gruent were more effective than the groupsrwhich were the
most congruent.49

Homans conducted a study on clerical workers in
which he showed the importance of congruence of pay,
responsibility, etec., in securing the satisfaction of the

worker.so Along the same line, Zalesznik used the status

47J. P. Gibbs and W. T. Martin, "Status Integration
and Suicide," American Sociological Review, Vol. 23 (April,
1958) , 140-47.

4BIrwin W. Goffman, "Status Consistency and Prefer-
ence for Change in Power Distribution," American Sociologi-
cal Review, 22 (June, 1957), 275-88.

498. Adams, "Status Congruency as a Variable in
Small Group Performance," Social Forces, Vol. 32 (October,
1953), 1l6-22.

50G. C. Homans, "Status Among Clerical Workers,"
Human Organization, Vol. 12 (January, 1953), 5-10.




congruence theory in studying the motivations and satis-
factions of workers.5l
In reviewing the literature of status consistency
it is common to skip back and forth between two guite
separate levels of analysis. The works of Lenski, Goffman,
Landecker, and Gibbs and Martin are individual analyses in
the sense that they are studying the status inconsistencies
of a particular person and explaining his behavior in terms
of his relation to society as a whole. Another set of
studies, such as those by Homans, Adams, and Exline and
Ziller, are not studying the status inconsistency of
persons, but the incongruence which results because of
group structures. For example, Adams in his study of the
effectiveness of bomber crews, was not studying the status
consistency of each member of a bomber crew. Instead he
was studying the status congruence of the group as a whole.
In other words, how congruent in status the members of a

bomber crew were with each other.S2

Hypotheses

Age and political attitudes.--The aged individual is

said to react politically the way that he does because of

SlA. Zalesznik, C. R. Christensen, and F. S. Roeth-
lisberger, The Motivation, Productivity, and Satisfaction
of Workers (Boston: Harvard Un. Press, 1958), pp. 48-66.

52

Adams, "Status Congruency."
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his status anxiety, the frustration caused by his desire
for respect. His claim for respect has been decreased
because of his disadvantaged position in society. The
older person would be expected to hold liberal attitudes
on welfare guestions because it reflects his economic self-
'interest, and because he views the development of the
welfare state as a way of maintaining independence and
self-respect.

1. Older persons will be more liberal on attitude
guestions which concern governmental activity on welfare
programs of economic assistance, than younger persons.

On the other hand, the older person would be
expected to hold conservative attitudes on issues of
social justice because of his tradition-oriented position,
and because he has vested interest in the on-going social
system due to his capital accumulation. He would alsc be
expected to be less liberal because he has not been exposed
to the liberalization tendency of higher education, at
least not to the same degree as younger generations.

2. Older persons will be less liberal on attitude
questions which concern issues of social justice, than

younger persons.

Status inconsistency and political .attitudes.--The

assumption is that the status inconsistent person reacts
the way that he does because of the frustrations and the

uncertainty that he must experience in his interpersonal
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relations. The frustration and uncertainty are a result
of the ambiguity of his status. He reacts liberally to
welfare-type questions because of his desire to relieve his
frustration by means of collective acticn. He hopes to be
able to improve his position by supporting policies which
propose to redistribute some of the scarce resources of
society.

3. ©Status inconsistents will be more liberal on
attitude questions which concern governmental activity on
welfare programs of econcmic assistance, than status con-
sistents.

On other issues, however, the status inconsistent
person is likely to react less liberally than status con-
sistents because his frustration leads him to strike out at
other depressed and disadvantaged groups, or at anyone
viewed as an enemy. This, presumably, would be an attempt
to displace his frustrations upon those groups which
society already defines as inferior. It would then be
expected that the status inconsistent individual would
hold more conservative attitudes on issues of social jus-
tice as a manifestation of a less tolerant and perhaps a
more rigid defense against society.

4., Status inconsistents will be less liberal on
attitude questions which concern issues of social justice,

than status consistents.
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Age, status inconsistency, and political attitudes.--

The individuals who are status inconsistent and are also
aged, are expected to experience greater pressures than
will persons who are only either status inconsistent or
aged. This group of status inconsistent aged persons would
be exposed to both the status anxiety of the aged and the
frustration and the uncertainties of the status inconsis-
tents. Because of this the aged status inconsistents would
be expected to hold more liberal attitudes on welfare-type
questions, than either persons who are only aged or only
status inconsistent. This presumes an additive effect
because of the double exposure to the stresses and strains
of the two characteristics.

5. Of the older persons, the status inconsistents
"'will be more liberal on attitude questions which concern
governmental activity on welfare guestions of economic
assistance, than the status consistents.

6. Of the status inconsistents, the older persons
will be more liberal on attitude questions which concern
governmental activity on welfare programs of economic
assistance, than younger status inconsistents.

Conversely, the group of aged status inconsistents,
because of the same additive effect, would be expected to
be more conservative on the issues of social justice.

This group would be exposed to the conservative producing
effects of the tradition orientation of the aged and the

frustrations of the status inconsistent person.
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7. Of the older persons, the status inconsistents
will be less liberal on attitude questions which concern
issues of social justice, than status consistents.
8. Of the status inconsistents, the older persons
will be less liberal on attitude questions which concern

issues of social justice, than younger status inconsistents.



CHAPTER II

METHODOLOGY AND DEFINITIONS QF CONCEPTS

Source c¢f Data

The aging and status inconsistency concepts were
tested by a secondary analysis of a national sample collec-
tion in the Fall of 1960. The sample was the 1960 Election
Study conducted by the University of Michigan, Survey
Research Center Study 440. The data were made available
through the Inter-University Consortium for Political

Research.

SamEle

The sample was based on a population selected for a
longitudinal panel study begun in 1956. The 1956 original
sample was a simple random cross-section sample of the
United States. The original sample of 1,763 respondents in
1956 suffered a mortality of close to 100 persons by 1960,
in addition to a small number of other original respondents
who were eliminated because of institutionalization,
advanced senility, etc. Out of a possible 1,600 remaining
respondents, more than 1,100 were interviewed in 1960.

The 1960 sample also had a new cross-section sample of the
nation added since the 1956 sample was no longer truly
representative of the nation because of the aging of the

30



sample. Of the persons who were reinterviewed from the
1956 study, there was almost no sign of deviation from the
social, economic, and political characteristics of the
entire 1956 sample. As the result, the 1960 election
study was a weighted sample of 1,954 respondents.53 When
the data were transferred from cards to a tape disc at the
Kansas State University Computing Center, one respondent

was mechanically lost, so the sample now contains 1,953

respondents.

Concepts and Definitions

Social status.--In order to use the concept of

status inconsistency it is necessary to operationally
define the social status variables which were used.

At least one status variable from each nexus of
achieved and ascribed statuses was needed. The possible
ascribed statuses which could be used were race, religiocn,
and ethnic background. The achievable statuses available
from our data were occupation, education, and income.

Religion was eliminated as a variable,S4 so that

race and ethnicity were used as the ascribed variables. In

order to use race and ethnicity as rank systems it is

53Angus Campbell, Philip E. Converse, Warren E. Mil-
ler, and Donald E. Stokes, Elections and the Political
Order (New York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1966), p. 80.

54Religion is not a good measure to use, because if
ethnicity is used it tends to duplicate or overshadow
religion.




(e8]
ro

necessary to assume that the racial or ethnic, or racial-
ethnic ordinal position is an independent basis of evalu-
ation in a society. This means that there would exist a
high degree of concensus of the ranking system in all
segments of the society, such as the North-Hatt scale does
for occupations. If this were the case then persons of
low status would agree that they have low status. However,
even if there i1s a considerable agreement among persons of
a group to which they do not belong, then a rank system
could still be said to exist.55
The most developed scale of racial-ethnic status to
date is one by Bogardus. He combines the two variables of
race and ethnicity into what he terms a social distance
scale.56 The respondents to the social distance scale
were asked to which step on the following scale they would
admit the members of each of thirty racial and ethnic
groups:
to close kinship by marriage,
. to my club as personal chums,
to my street as neighbors,
to employment in my occupation,
to citizenship in my country,

as visitors only to my country,
. would exclude from my country.

oY U o o

Using this scale to rank racial and ethnic groups,

from most favorable to least favorable, three nationwide

55Elton F. Jackson and Richard F. Curtis, Methodology
in Social Research, ed. by Hubert M. Blalock and Ana B. Bla-
Tock (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1968), pp. 125-26.

56Thomas E. Lasswell, Class and Stratum (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1865), pp. lh9-el.
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surveys were conducted in 1926, 1946, and 1956. Throughout
the period of the three surveys there were some changes in
the rank order of the thirty racial and ethnic groups,
however a definite partial ordering was discovered. The
highest ranking ten groups, the Americans (U.S., white),
Canadians, English, Irish, French, Swedish, Scots, Germans,
Hollanders, and Norwegians remained the top ten throughout
the entire thirty year period of the surveys. These ten
groups were exclusively of Northern and Western Europeans,
and are generally thought of as Caucasian.

The second highest ranking group of ten also remained
the same for all the surveys, except for an interchange of
Russian and Japanese-Americans. The Japanese-Americans
were placed in the second ranking ten in 1956 while the
Russians were placed in the third and lowest ranking group
in 1956. Besides the Japanese-Americans the other racial
and ethnic groups in the middle ranking ten were the Finns,
Italians, Poles, Spanish, Greeks, Jews, Czecks, Armenians,
and Indians (Americans).

The third and lowest ranking group of ten racial and
ethnic groups also remained the same for the period of the
surveys, except for the previously mentioned interchange
which lowered the Russians to the lowest group. Besides
the Russians, the lowest rank contains the Filipinos,
Mexican-Americans, Turks, Chinese, Japanese, Negroes,

Mexicans, Indians (from India), and Koreans. This last



category contains nearly all of what is usually considered
the colored or non-white populations.s7

Several studies have supported the use of the social
distance scale as a prestige scale of racial and ethnic
groups. Thurstone found the same pattern as Bogardus in
studying the likes and dislikes of middle-western college
students. Similar support was provided by other studies
conducted by Guilford, Hartley, Bogardus, and Zeligs and
Hendrickson.58

However, to use the social distance scale as the
basis for the racial-ethnic rankings it is agsumed that
social intimacy (or distance) is closely related to the
prestige rank of a group. When the alternatives are con-
sidered for the construction of a racial-ethnic scale, this
"assumption appeared to be worth the risk. The risk being
that social distance, as measured by Bogardus, and racial-
ethnic rank for which it is used here, are not identical,
or nearly so. Lenski utilized a rating scale which he
constructed by testing the racial and ethnic attitudes of
59

students enrolled in introductory socioclogy courses.

This alternative would not be feasible if the results of

571pid., p. 343.

58G.~E‘ Simpson and J. M. Yinger, Racial and Cul-
tural Minorities (New York: Harpers and Brothers, 1953),
Dy 136—37.

59

Lenski, "Status Crystallization," pp. 405-13.
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the test were to be applied to a national sample. As a
result the social distance scale was used.

For the achieved statuses the available choices are
occupation, education, and income. Although Lenski used
income as one of his status variables in his original
study,60 he later reported that there were strong indica-
tions that the variable income contributed little to the
status inconsistency theorxry when the other variables of
‘education, occupation, and racial-ethnic background were
controlled for.6l

Education was one of the achieved statuses used. It
did not pose much of a problem in making it guantitative
because amount of formal education is in terms of years of
attendance. The actual assignment of rank followed the
general divisions set by Jackson.62 Education was divided
into three ranks, low, middle, and high. The lowest rank
was for persons with no formal schooling to those persons

who had completed eight years of schooling. The middle

rank included those persons who had completed from nine to

60114,

61Jackson, "Status Consistency and Symptoms of
Stress," p. 471, N. Another problem with using income as
a variable in this particular study was that for our sample,
income was reported only as the total income for a respon-
dent and his immediate family. This of course would present
quite a variety of circumstances under which income was
reported for a family; sons working but living at home,
grandparents living with one of their children and receiving
social security benefits, etc.

621114,




twelve years of formal schooling, also including those
persons who had taken non-college schooling beyond their
formal schooling. The highest rank contained those persons
who had attended college for any length of time.
Occupation, the other achieved status used, was also
divided into three ranks. This was identical to the method

used by Jackson.63

The highest occupational rank included
the professional and the business occupations. The middle
rank was comprised of all of the clerical and skilled
occupation workers. The lowest rank included the semi-
skilled and unskilled and the service workers. Our sample
was coded with the three digit codes from the Department of
Commerce, Census of Occupations, and because of this it was
possible to obtain rather precise occupation ratings for
each respondent. For females who were not the heads of
their households, the occupational status was determined by
the occupation of the head of their household. For persons

who were retired or unemployed at the time of the survey,

their normal occupation was used.

Status consistency.--The status variables used in

this study were occupation, education, and racial-ethnic
background, the first two being the achieved variables and
the last two the ascribed variable.

In the definition of each status variable they were

divided into three ranks. With this ranking device it was

Gpia,
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possible to assign each individual a score for each status
variable. This has certain advantages over the total
status consistency score method used by Lenski64 in that
it is possible to discern different types of status incon-
sistents. Also this method actually discerns those persons
who are status inconsistents and those who are not, thus
eliminating the arbitrary cutting point necessary in the
Lenski method.

The method used here yields twenty-seven possible
status combinations. These twenty-seven combinations were
then divided into four status consistency-inconsistency
types, again following the method of Jackson.65 These four
status types are shown in Table 1. Each respondent is
given a three number status consistency-inconsistency score
with each number indicating a status rank for one of the
status variable used. For example, the first number is
made to indicate racial-ethnic rank, the second number a
person's educational rank, and the third number the respon-
dent's occupational rank. If we have a respondent with a
status inconsistency score of 1-2-3 then our example has a
high racial-ethnic status, a middle educational rank, and
a low occupational rank. The status inconsistent is one

who has a 1 rank combined with a 3 rank.

64

Lenski, "Status Crystallization," pp. 405-13.

65

Jackson, "Status Consistency and Symptoms of

Stress," p. 471.
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TABLE 1

STATUS CONSISTENCY-INCONSISTENCY TYPES

Status Consistents Status Inconsistents
A B C D
1-1-1 -1- -2- ~1-
2-2-2 -2- -3- -3-
3-3-3 -2- -1- -
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Liberalism-conservatism.--Liberalism-conservatism

was not treated as a uni-dimensional phenomenon since per-
sons may be liberal on some issues and conservative on
others. From the national sample survey there are four

attitude items which were appropriate for this study. They

were: (a) the government in Washington ought to see to it@émb
that everybody who wants to work can find a job, (b) the
government ought to help people get doctors and hospital*‘vx
care at low cost, (c) the government in Washington should

Sl

stay out of the qguestion of whether white and colored i
children go to the same school, and (d) if Negroes are not
getting fair treatment in Jjobs and housing, the government
should see to it that they do. Each of these attitude
items were answered by Likert-type scales: (1) agree
strongly, (2) agree but not very strongly, (3) not sure; it

F
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depends, (4) disagree but not very strongly, and (5) dis-
agree strongly.

These items were divided between (a) those attitude
items which concern either an increase or a decrease in
governmental econcmic welfare policy, and (b) those which
deal with social justice issues, in this case, civil rights
and school desegregation. Of the four attitude items which
were avallable, two were welfare items and two were social
justice items. The welfare items are those which concern
the government's role in seeing that everyone is employed
and in seeing that people get medical care at a low cost.
The social justice issues are those which concern govern-
ment's role in seeing that Negroes get fair treatment, and
in school integration.

The liberal responses were those which approved of
an extension of governmental activity in scocial and economic

issues.

Age.--When testing for age differences the older
persons will be those who were sixty years of age and
older at the time the survey was taken. The respondents
were divided into three age groups: youngest, 20-3% years
0ld; middle, 40-59 years old; and oldest, 60 years old and

over.

Test statistic.--The test statistic which will be

used in this research is the gamma statistic. Gamma is a
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nonparametric statistic that may be used with wvariables
that are at least ordinal measures. It measures the
strength of the relationship between two variables.

The test of significance for the gamma will be the
z distribution. The z distribution will determine, at a
stated level of probability, whether the associaticn found
by gamma exists in the population from which the sample was

drawn and whether it is reliable.66

The .05 level of sig-
nificance will be used in this research as a compromise
between the choice of committing a type I and a type II

67
BYEOL.

Status unknowns.--When the respondents were divided

into the four predetermined categories of status consis-
tents and status inconsistents, there were 102 respondents
who were impossible to place as to their degree of status
consistency because of lack of information, i.e., one or

more of the essential status variables were missing.

Sex.--The original sample contained 882 males and

1,067 females. However, when the 102 status unknowns were

66Robert S. Weiss, Statistics in Social Research (New
York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1968), pp. 201-05; and
Matilda White Riley, Sociological Research: ' Exercises and
Manuel (New York: Harcourt, Brace, and World, Inc., 1963),
pp- 116-18 and 141-43.

67James K. Skipper, Anthony L. Guenther, and Gilbert _
Nass, "The Sacredness of '.05'; A Note Concerning the Uses
of Statistical Levels of Significance in Social Science,”
The American Sociologist, II (Feb., 1967), 16-18; and Hubert
BElzlock, Jr., social Statistics (New York: McGraw-Hill,
1960), pp. 122=25.
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eliminated there were 876 males and 975 females. There was
found to be little difference in the proportion of status
consistents and status inconsistents by sex. Table 2
shows the groupings of status consistents and status incon-
sistents by sex. Although it might be argued that sex
could be used as a status variable, this has not been taken
into account because the occupational rank of a woman was

assigned by the occupation of her husband, if she were

married.
TABLE 2
STATUS CONSISTENTS AND STATUS
INCONSISTENTS BY SEX

Males Females Total
Status 46% 54% 100%
Consistents (552) (637) (1,189)
Status 49% 51% 100%
Inconsistents (324) (338) (662)
Total N 876 975 1,851

Table 3 gives the distribution of males and females
by the age groups of young and old. As can be seen, there
is little difference between the two age groups, although
there is a slightly larger percentage of female respondents

in the younger age category than in the older one.



TABLE 3

AGE GROUPS BY SEX

Age Males Females Total
20-49 44% 56% 100%
(506) (651) (L 15T}
50+ 47% 53% 100%
(376) (416) (79.2)
Total N 882 1,067 1,949
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CHAPTER III

OLD AGE AND PCOLITICAL ATTITUDES

It has been noted that there is evidence which
supports the stereotyped image of the older person as a
political conservative. It has been suggested however that
liberalism and conservatism should not be treated as a uni-
dimensional concept since a person may be liberal on some
political issues and conservative on other issues.
Accordingly, the political attitude items used in this
research have been divided between those which concern
governmental activity on welfare guestions of economic
assistance and those which concern issues of social justice.

It has been assumed that older persons would be
expected to support governmental programs of economic
assistance because they are dependent upon the state for
economic support to a larger extent. In addition, older
persons feel a need for respect and self-reliance. They
interpret the drive to improve their economic position
through increased governmental assistance as the American
virtue of self-reliance.

The first hypothesis states that older persons will
be more liberal on attitude questions which concern govern-
mental activity on welfare issues of economic assistance,

43
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than yvounger persons. Table 4 shows the liberal and the
conservative responses to the first guestion which deals
with governmental activity on welfare programs.

TABLE 4
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO QUESTION
"THE GOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTON OUGHT TO SEE

TG IT THAT EVERYBODY WHO WANTS TO WORK
CAN FIND A JOB" BY AGE GROUPS

Age Conservative Liberal Total
20-39 30% 70% 100%
(176) (414) {590)
40-59 32% 68% 100%
(209) (439) (643)
60+ 20% 80% 100%
{69) (271) (340)
Total N 454 1,124 1,578
G = .11
Z = 1.60 p>.05

On this gquestion there is only a weak relationship
between the degree of liberalism and age, and this relation-
ship is not Felisble &% the .05 level. The differance by
age i1s not one of increasing liberalism with advancing age,
but rather an increase in liberalism after the age of sixty.
There is little difference between the proportion of persons
in the two younger age groups who are conservative and
liberal. However, for those persons over sixty years of
age there is nearly a 10 per cent rise in the percentage of

persons who are liberal on this particular question.
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Table 4 does not yield evidence which would support
an aging interpretation, i.e., that as people age their
political attitudes become more liberal or conservative.
Rather, this table indicates that all three age groups are
heavily liberal on this gquestion.

Table 5 shows the results of the second guestion
which deals with governmental activity on welfare programs.
Once again there was essentially no difference in the

TABLE 5
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO QUESTION
"THE GOVERNMENT OUGHT TO HELP PEOPLE GET

DOCTORS AND HOSPITAL CARE AT LOW
COST" BY AGE GROUPS

Age Conservative Liberal Total

20~39 28% 72% 100%

{158) (397) (555}

40-59 28% 72% 100%

(179} (451) (630)

60+ 123 88% 100%

(41) (302) (343)

Total N 378 1,150 1,528

G = .24

g% = 3.35 p<.05

proportion of the respondents in the youngest and middle
age groups who gave liberal responses to the guestion.

However, those respondents over sixty years of age show
more than a fourteen per cent increase in the proportion

who recorded liberal responses, over the other two age
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groups. Two things are worthy of note. First, there is
essentially no difference in the proportion of persons who
are liberal and conservative between the age group of 20-39
and the age group 40-59. Second, there is a great increase
in the proportion of persons who gave liberal responses in
the age group of 60+.

As with the first guestion, as shown in Table 4,
there is an indication of but a weak relationship between
age and liberalism. This guestion dealt with the govern-
ment's role in getting low cost medical care for pecple.
This service would be directly relevant to older people
who are in need of medical services, more so than younger
age groups. The older people are also least able to afford
the medical expenses which they incur.

Both of the guestions which deal with the govern-
ment's role in welfare programs has shown that older people
are proporticnately more liberal than younger age groups.
Both of the guestions have shown that there is very little
difference between the two younger age groups in the pro-
portion of their liberal and conservative responses.

The evidence does support the acceptance of the
hypothesis that older persons are more liberal on attitude
guestions which concern governmental activity on welfare
issues of economic assistance, than younger persons. This
does not mean that an aging phenomena has been discovered,

i.e. that liberalism increases with age. But what is
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significant is that the oldest age group, those sixty years
of age or older, have been shown to be more liberal on both
of the welfare guestions, than the two younger age groups.
On both questions there was no difference in the proportion
of persons who were liberal between the two younger age
'groups. There appears to be no difference between the age
group of 20-39 years of age, and the age group 40-59
years of age. The theoretical orientation led to the
assumption that the oldest age group would be more liberal
on these questions. Because of their disadvantaged positiocn
in society the older people would be more in favor of the
redistribution of some of the resources of society. The
fact that a strong relationship between liberalism and age
was not found on these two guestions does not invalidate
the general conclusion. If it had been postulated that the
aging process would determine attitudinal changes, then a
relationship between age and liberalism would not have been
warranted. However, the assumption made was that society
impinges upon the very old, and the theory did not advocate
an additive attitudinal change with age. In other words,
nowhere was it stated that the attitude change would be a
progressive age-related phenomena. Rather, the evidence
points up an abrupt and discrete occurrence, the insecurity
of the aged, and this occurs at a more or less fixed time
in the life-cycle, not as a slowly progressive or continu-

ously developing phenomena. To reject the data as not
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supporting the hypothesis on the grounds that a strong
relationship was not found between age and liberalism,
would be to ignore the theoretical orientation as pre-
sented in Chapter I.

It was desirable to include a breakdown by three
age groups in order to ascertain whether or not a progres-
sive or additive age effect was operating. If an additive
or progressive pattern had been discovered, the findings
would have exceeded the theoretical orientation as given.
Also, if a progressive age-related attitude change were
present it would have cast some doubt on the validity of
the theoretical orientation. The theoretical orientation
presented a picture of the social structure impinging upon
a particular segment of an age-graded society, solely
because of the age of the group. In a study of the Ameri-
can age-grade system, Neugarten and Peterson found that
adults were divided into four periods of life, by them-
selves. The last of these pericds was "old age," defined
as those over sixty years of age.68 The point to be
stressed here is that the age-grade structure points up a
discernable disconnectiveness between the different life
stages.

So, while there was found very little relationship

between liberalism and age, there were found to be changes

8Bernice L. Neugarten and Warren A. Peterson, "A
Study of the American Age-Grade System," Fourth Congress of
the International Association of Gerontology, Merano (Bol-
zano) italy, Vol. III (July 14-19, 1957), 497-502.
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in the attitudes of the aged on the two welfare guestions.
The older people tended to be more liberal on the two
welfare questions, than either of the two younger age
categories. The two younger age categories were nearly
identical in their responses to both of the questions.

This indicated that there was not a progressive age-related
attitudinal change, but the change occurred only at the
onset of old age. 0ld age was the disjunctive circum-
stance.

Older people have been shown to be more conservative
in their political attitudes, than younger persons, in
several researches. This has been interpreted as meaning
that older persons have more of a vested interest in the
present social system. They have made advancement in
income, status, etc. throughout their life and have become
accustomed to the present system.

The second hypothesis states that older persons will
be less liberal on attitude questions which concern govern-
mental activity on issues of social justice, than younger
persons. The first guestion which tested this hypothesis
concerned the government's activity in assuring fair treat-
ment for the Negro. The data are presented in Table 6.

Table 6 indicates that there is no significant
relationship between age groups and political attitudes on
this gquestion. It had been predicted that the oldest age

group would be the most conservative. This however is not
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the case. The most conservative age group is the youngest
one, those 20-39 years of age. The most liberal group,
according to the data, is the middle age group, those
40-59 years of age.

The important finding from Table & is that there is
no relationship between age and the degree of liberalism
on this particular guestion.

TABLE 6
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TCO THE QUESTION
"IF NEGROES ARE NOT GETTING FAIR TREATMENT IN

JOBS AND HOUSING, THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD
SEE THAT THEY DO" BY AGE GROUPS

Age Conservative Liberal Total
20-39 24% 76% 100%
(148) (459) (607)
40-59 20% 80% 100%
(129) (513) (642)
60+ 22% 78% 100%
(72) {254) (326)
Total N 349 1,226 1,575
G = .06
Z = 0.82 p>.05

The second guestion on which hypothesis 2 was tested
was, "The government in Washington should stay out of the
question of whether white and colored children go to the
same school."

Unlike the first guestion as presented in Table 6,

there are differences by age groups on this question. The
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gamma score iﬁdicates that there is a negative relationship
between age and liberalism. Table 7 gives the data for
this gquestion. The important point here is not the
increasing conservatism with age, but rather the large
proportion of persons in the youngest age group who gave
liberal responses to the question. The age group of 20-39

TABLE 7
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "THE
GOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTON SHOULD STAY QUT OF THE

QUESTION OF WHETHER WHITE AND COLORED CHILDREN
GO TO THE SAME SCHOOL" BY AGE GROUPS

Age Conservative Liberal Total
20~38 38% 62% 100%
(224) (365} ({589)
40-59 54% 46% 100%
(349) (299) (648)
60+ 57% 43% 100%
(174) (132) (306)
Total N 747 796 1,543
G =-.26
Z =-4.25 p<.05

3

yvears of age reported more than a 15 per cent increase in
the proportion of persons who were liberal on the guestion
of school integration. The two older age groups were not
nearly so liberal. Neither was there much difference
between the two oldest age groups. The middle age group
was slightly more liberal than the oldest age group, but

there was only a 3 per cent difference between the two.



Even though the relationship in Table 7 is in the
predicted direction, the evidence does not support the
hypothesis, in other words the relationship is theoreti-
cally insignificant. It was expected that those over
sixty years of age would be less liberal on this guestion,
than the two yvounger age groups. Again, it was not
anticipated that this would be a progressive effect with
age. Rather, it was expected that the oldest age group
would be less liberal, not because of a progressive effect
of aging, but because of the social situation of the aged.
The evidence here suggests that there indeed are age-
related differences on this particular guestion, however
the findings do not accommodate the theoretical orientation.
The youngest age group is much more liberal on this ques-
tion than are either of the two oldest age groups. But
there is very little difference between the two older
groups. The theoretical orientation would have led us to
believe that the oldest age group would be significantly
less liberal than the other age groups. This clearly is
not the case.

sSo, whiie the older age groups are less liberal on
the question, it is the youngest age group that demon-
strates a sharp deviation from the other groups. It would
appear that there are forces working, historical or life-
cyclical, which predispose the youngest age group to be

more liberal on this issue of social justice.
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The two different attitude questions used to test
hypothesis 2 have produced somewhat different results. On
the attitude item, "If Negroces are not getting fair treat-
ment in jobs and housing, the government should see to it
that they do," the youngest age group, those between the
ages of 20-39 years old, were the least liberal of the
three age groups. The oldest age group was between the
other two groups in the proportion of persons who gave
liberal responses. This certainly did not support the
prediction that older persons will be less liberal than
younger persons. According to this attitude question the
evidence did not support the hypothesis.

On the second question used to test hypothesis 2,
the youngest age group was the most liberal and the oldest
age group was the least liberal. This finding also did
not support the hypothesis. The difference was not the
increased conservatism of the older person, but rather
the large increase in the preoportion of younger persons
who were liberal on the question of school integration.

There appears to be a difference in the type of
question that islbeing asked, to test hypothesis 2, although
both questions deal with fair treatment of the Negro. The
difference may be that in the guestion of the government
. assuring falr treatment for the Negro in jobs and housing
there is no mention of an immediate threat of integration
to the respondent. The term fair treatment may not mean

open housing and job integration to the respondent. The



second gquestion also deals with Negroes, but the guestion
concerns school integration, perhaps an immediate threat
to the white rxrespondent. If the gquestion had been
phrased so that it asked if Negro children should be
given fair treatment in the schools, @he responses may
have been more liberal and there may not have been any
differences between the three age groups. If this is the
answer, then the younger age group is more liberal on the
question of racial integration than are the older age
groups. It should be noted that on the question of fair
treatment for the Negro, in jobs and housing, every age
group is over 75 per cent liberal. However, on the ques-
tion of school integration the most liberal group recorded
a percentage of 62, and the least liberal group was only
43 per cent liberal. If you consider the difference in
percentages of liberalism for each age group between the
two gquestions, the two oldest age groups show the biggest
differences. The youngest age group was l4 per cent less
liberal on Table 7 than on Table 6, whereas the middle age
group was 34 per cent less liberal and the oldest age
group was 35 per cent less liberal.

It could be, however, that the difference between
the questions is not one of threat of integration, but one
of the extension of the powers of the federal government.
The first gquestion states that the government should assure

fair treatment of the Negro, but it does not stipulate



1921
(@3]

which governmental unit, state, local, or federal, should
do so. However, the question on school integration specif-
Aically states that the government in Washington should
enter or stay out of the issue. If this were the case then
it could be said that younger people are more in favor of
the extension of the powers of the federal government,
whereas the older age groups are more in favor of "states
rights" and local control of institutions, etec.

The research indicates that hypothesis 1 is accep-
table, i.e. that older persons are more liberal on attitude
guestions which concern governmental activity on welfare
guestions of economic assistance, than younger persons.
Hypothesis 2 cannot be accepted, i.e. that older persons
are less liberal on attitude questions which concern govern-
mental activity on issues of social justice, than younger

persons.



CHAPTER IV

STATUS INCONSISTENCY AND

POLITICAL ATTITUDES

The status inconsistent person 1is a special case 1in
society and his status inconsistency causes a reaction in
his interpersonal relations. The status inconsistent
person suffers from frustration and uncertainty of his
status. This ambiguity of status causes the status incon-
sistent person to react liberally on political issues of
economic assistance on welfare programs by the government.
This way he hopes to be able to improve his social position
by supporting policies which would redistribute some of the
scarce resources of society. The status inconsistent is
dissatisfied with the present structure of society because
it causes him stress and discomfort.

The third hypothesis states that status inconsis-
tents will be more liberal on attitude questions which
concern governmental activity on welfare programs of
econonic assistance, than status consistents.

The first attitude question which tests the
hypothesis deals again with the government's responsi-
bility in seeing that everyone who wants to work can find
employment. Table B8 shows the results for this question.

56
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Table 8 indicates that the relaticnship between
status inconsisfency and liberalism is very weak, .lé6.

The association is, however, in the predicted direction.
The status inconsistent individuals were more liberal con
this gquestion than were the status consistents.

The guestion used does not discriminate very effec-
tively for the purposes intended here. Over 70 per cent
of the sample was liberal on this question.

TABLE 8
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "THE
GOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTON OUGHT TO SEE TO IT THAT

EVERYBODY WHO WANTS TO WORK CAN FIND A JOB"
BY DEGREE OF STATUS CONSISTENCY

Conservative Liberal Total
Status 31% 69% 100%
Consistents (308) (680) (988)
Status 24% 76% 100%
Inconsistents {132) {(407) (539)
Total N 440 1,087 1;527
G = .16
Z =1,99 p<.05

In Chapter III the question was raised concerning
the great differences in the percentage of individuals who
were liberal on the two issues of social justice. One of
the alternative explanations was that perhaps the older age
groups objected to the extension of the powers of the

federal government. The data from Table 8 would not support
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this explanation. This guestion specifically concerns the
extension of federal powers, and the sample is over 70 per
cent liberal.

The second gquestion used to test this hypothesis
concerns governmental activity in assuring low cost medical
care. The results of this test are given in Table 9. On
this guestion the status inconsistents are again more
liberal than are the status consistents. The percentage
difference between the status consistents and the status
inconsistents is almost identical to the difference found
in the first question, close to 7 per cent. Also, the
strength of the relationship is again rather weak.

TABLE 9
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "THE
GOVERNMENT OQOUGHT TQ HELP PEOPLE GET DOCTORS AND

HOSPITAL CARE AT LOW COST" BY DEGREE OF
STATUS CONSISTENCY

Conservative Liberal Total
Status 28% 72% 100%
Consistents (261) (671) (932)
Status 21% 79% 100%
Inconsistents (111) (427) (538)
Total N 372 1,098 1,470
G = .19
Z = 2.28 p<.05

Both of the welfare questions support the hypothesis

that status inconsistents are more liberal than status
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consistents, even though the relationship was weak in both
cases. Unlike the older persons, who were found to be
more liberal on the welfare guestions, there is no reason
to suspect that these particular gquestions are more rele-
vant to status inconsistents than status consistents.

That is, there is no reason to assume that the guestions
reflect a self-interest for the status inconsistents.

This leads to the conclusion that status inconsistents are
more liberal on welfare gquestions which propose the
redistribution of the resources of society.

On social justice questions it has been shown that
"status inconsistent persons are more conservative than are
other persons. This has been interpreted as an attempt by
the status inconsistent person to reach out for simplistic
and highly structured answers which are offered by the more
conservative ideologies. Also, status inconsistents are
expected to hold prejudice against other disadvantaged and
depressed groups. The prejudice of status inconsistents
may be an attempt to focus responsibility for their stress
and circumstances upon other groups, thereby relieving
themselves of responsibility. Prejudice may also serve as
a psychological function by providing an outlet for the
stress and uncertainty which is caused by the status
inconsistency. In this case, the aggression and the
hostility which has been stored by them may be released

upon those groups and peoples which are void of power and
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which do not represent authority, which would typically be
minorities or other "outgroups."

The fourth hypothesis states that, status inconsis-
tents will be less liberal on attitude guestions which
concern issues of social justice, than status consistents.
This 1s tested by the gquestions concerning the fair treat-
ment of Negroes in the area of jobs and housing, and the
attitudes toward the desegregation of schools by the
federal government. The results on the first guestion are
presented in Table 10.

TABLE 10
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "IF
NEGROES ARE NOT GETTING FAIR TREATMENT IN JOBS

AND HOUSING THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD SEE THAT
THEY DO" BY DEGREE OF STATUS CONSISTENCY

Conservative Liberal Total
Status 23% 77% 100%
Consistents (227) (758) (985)
tatus 21% 79% 100%
Inconsistents (114) (429) (543)
Total N 341 1,187 1,528
G = .05
Z = 0.65 p>.05

The data in Table 10 show that there is very little
difference between the percentage of liberal and conserva-
tive responses between the status consistents and the

status inconsistents. The relationship was extremely weak
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and not reliable at the .05 level. There was no indication
that the status inconsistent persons are more conservative
on this type of attitude guestion. The difference which was
observed was not in the predicted direction, since the
status inconsistents were more liberal, 79 per cent, than
the status consistents, 77 per cent.

The second guestion used to test this hypothesis,
which concerns the question of forced school desegregation,
is presented in Table 1ll.

TABLE 11
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "THE
GOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTCN SHOULD STAY OUT OF THE
QUESTION OF WHETHER WHITE AND COLORED CHILDREN

GO TO THE SAME SCHOOL" BY DEGREE
OF STATUS CONSISTENCY

Conservative Liberal Total
Status 43% 57% 100%
Consistents (423) (558) (981)
Status 58% 42% 100%
Inconsistents {303) (223) (526)
Total N 726 781 1,507
G = .28
Z = 3.91 p<.05

Table 11 shows that there is a difference between
the liberal and the conservative proportion of responses
of the status consistent and the status inconsistent
persons. On this question the hypothesis would be

supported since the status inconsistent persons are more
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conservative in their responses than are the status con-
sistents.

Because of the conflicting evidence, it is not
possible to accept the fourth hypothesis. The pattern
presented here is the same as that found for clder perscns.
On the guestion of whether the government should assure
the Negro fair treatment in jobs and housing, there was no
difference between the responses of the status consistents
and the status inconsistents. There was also found to ke
no differences between the three age groups tested in
hypothesis 2. If the theory were correct, the status
inconsistent persons should be less liberal on guestions
such as civil rights for Negroes, because their frustra-
tions would lead them to react emotionally against other
depressed and disadvantaged peoples in an attempt to dis-
place his frustration.

It should be noted that there is a great difference
in the percentage of persons who gave liberal responses to
the two questions used to test hypothesis four. On the
guestion regarding fair treatment for Negroes in jobs and
housing, over 75 per cent of the respondents gave liberal
responses. However, on the guestion regarding school
integration, less than 52 per cent of - the total respondents
indicated a liberal attitude.

On the gquestion of whether Negroes should be assured

of fair treatment in jobs and housing, most respondents



The reason for such response could
it

nder the interpretation of
In other words,

appear to be liberal.
be that the question falls un
separate but egual rights for Negroes.

is the feeling of Americans that Negroes should be treated
as long as they know their place and do not compete

fairly,
directly with whites.

This interpretation is given support by the fact
that when the respondents were asked whether schools should

be integrated, the percentage of liberals falls to a little
A direct threat of integration greatly

over 50 per cent.
reduces the percentage of persons who respond liberally.

On the first question regarding the fair treatment
of Negroes in jobs and housing, there is no difference

between the status consistents and the status inconsis-
The conclusion is that nearly

tents, just as there were no differences found between age

groups in Chapter III.
everyone believes that the Negro should be given fair
Set forth as an ideal, the attitude gquestion

i1t is pot surs

treatment.
is easily accepted by nearly everyone.
prising then that there were found no differences between

the status consistent and status inconsistent persons as
However, on the second gquestion, there was not

had been predicted.
nearly the great degree of agreement as there was on the
As was noted, slightly over 50 per cent of
On this

first guestion.
the respondents reported a liberal attitude.



gquestion there were found to be differences between the

responses of status consistent and status inconsisten

persons. In line with the theory, the status inconsistent

persons were found to be less liberal on this question

than were the status consistent perscns.



INTERRELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AGE AND

STATUS INCONSISTENCY

It has been indicated that older persons are more
liberal on attitude gquestions which concern governmental
activity on economic welfare guestions, than are younger
persons. Also, status inconsistent persons have been
shown to be more liberal on the welfare gquestions than are
the persons who are status consistent.

Of the status inconsistent persons, it was expected
that those persons who are alsc aged will have experienced
greater pressures than will have persons who are only
status inconsistent. Therefore it was predicted that of
those persons who are status inconsistents, the older
persons will be more liberal on attitude questions which
concern governmental activity on welfare programs of
economic assistance, than younger status inconsistent
persons. f

The first question on which this hypothesis was
tested deals with the government's responsibility in
assuring that everyone who cares to work, is able to find
a job. The data are presented in Table 12. As can be
seen, the oldest age group, those respondents over the age

65
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of sixty, is the age categoxry with the largest proportion
of individuals who gave liberal responses to the attitude
rquestion.

The relationship was weak, as would have been
suspected after viewing the results of Table 4, Once again,
the fact that nearly everyone is liberal on this question
tends to overwhelm any differences between the age groups.
The oldest age group is the most liberal, but the differ-
ence is not great.

TABLE 12
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "THE
GOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTON QUGHT TO SEE TO IT THAT

EVERYBODY WHO WANTS TO WORK CAN FIND A JOB"
BY AGE GROUPS FOR STATUS INCONSISTENTS

Age Conservative Liberal Total
20-39 27% 73% 1003
(43) (L15) (158}
40-59 26% 74% 100%
(62) (173) (235)
60+ 18% 82% 100%
(27) (119) (146)
Total N 132 407 539
G = .14
Z=1.73 p<.05

Table 13, the control table for the status consis-
tents, shows the same general trend as Table 12, and also
has only a very weak relationship between age and liberalism.

There are only slight percentage differences between the



cells of Table 12 and Taple 13, It is interesting to note
that the same pattern holds for the age groups for both the
status consistents and the status inconsistents. In both
cases the aged remain more liberal, with no essential
difference between the status consistency types.
TABLE 13
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTICN "THE
GOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTON QUGHT TO SER TO IT THAT

EVERYBODY WHO WANTS TO WORK CAN FIND A JOB"
BY AGE GROUPS FOR STATUS CONSISTENTS

Age Conservative Liberal Total

20-39 31% 69% 100%

{133} (299) (432)

40-59 36% 64% 100%

(147) (266) (413)

60+ 22% 78% 100%

(42) {152) (194)

Total N 322 117 L AR TG

G = .07

% = .83 pi.US

On the second gquestion, as presented in Table 14,
the results of the first test are supported and strengthened.
The relationship found in this test is both significant and
dramatic.

Not only are the old people more liberal on this
guestion than the younger age groups, but they are well
above the percentage of all status inconsistents of 79 per

cent.
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This guestion appears to be more guided by the
self-interest of each age group than any other question.
The youngest age group, which presumably would not have
the great medical expenses of the oldest age group, were
only 67 per cent liberal, compared to 90 per cent of the
oldest age dgroup.

What is more surprising, however, i1s that for the
youngest age group, those respondents between the ages of
twenty and thirty-nine, the status inconsistent persons
are less liberal than the age group as a whole.

TABLE 14
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "THE
GOVERNMENT OUGHT TO HELP PEQPLE GET DOCTORS AND

HOSPITAL CARE AT LOW COST" BY AGE GROUPS
FOR STATUS INCONSISTENTS

Age Conservative Liberal Total
2039 33% 67% 100%
(52) (105) (157)
40-59 19% 81% 100%
(44) (186) (2302
60+ 10% 90% 100%
{15) (136) {451)
Total N 111 427 538
G = .43
Z = 6.24 p<.05

The evidence indicates that among the status incon-
sistents, the older persons are more liberal on the attitude

gquestions which concern governmental activity on welfare



programs of economic assistance, than are the younger

status inconsistent persons.

The control table for the status consistents,

Table 15, shows a much weaker relationship between age

TABLE 15

LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "THE
GOVERNMENT OUGHT TO HELP PECPLE GET DOCTORS AND

HOSPITAIL CARE AT LOW COST" BY AGE GROUPS

FPOR STATUS CONSISTENTS

Age Conservative Liberal Total
20~-39 27% 73% 100%
(106) (292) (398)
40-59 34% 66% 100%
L35 (265) (400)
60+ 14% 863 100%
(26) (166) {192}
Total N 267 723 990
G = .12
Z =1.34 p>.05

and liberalism.
whereas for the
The differences
cal to Table 15

each age group,

For status consistents, the gamma is .12,

status inconsistents the gamma is

i

for the status consistents are not identi-

in that liberalism does not increase in

as it does for the status inconsistents.

This would indicate that status inconsistency does in fact

have an effect on the political attitudes of the respon-

dents.
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It had been hypothesized that older persocns and
status inconsistent persons would be less liberal on atti-
tude gquestions which deal with issues of social justice.

It had also been hypothesized that among the status incon-
sistents, the older persons would be the least liberal.
Thus far there has been conflicting evidence, and there is
reason to believe that the hypotheses are not entirely
correct.

The first question used to test the hypothesis deals
again with the fair treatment of Negroes in jobs and hous-
ing. The data are presented in Table 16.

TABLE 16
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION, "IF
NEGROES ARE NOT GETTING FAIR TREATMENT IN JOBS AND

HOUSING THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD SEE THAT THEY DO"
BY AGE GROUPS FOR STATUS INCONSISTENTS

Age Conservative Liberal Total
20-39 24% 76% 100%
(41) (128) (169)
40-59 18% 82% 100%
(42) (150) (232)
60+ 22% 78% 100%
(31) (111} (142)
Total N 114 429 543
G = .05
Z = 0,70 p>.05

There 1s no difference between the three age groups

in the proportion of respondents who gave liberal responses.
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It had been hypothesized that the oldest age group would be
the least liberal, but there is no support for this propo-
sition on this test question. Once again it should be
noted that on this particular question there is an over-
whelming proportion of the entire sample giving a liberal
response.
Table 17, testing the same question for the status
consistents, shows the same results. There is no real
TABLE 17
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "IF
NEGROES ARE NOT GETTING FAIR TREATMENT IN JOBS AND

HOUSING THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD SEE THAT THEY DO"
BY AGE GROUPS FOR STATUS CONSISTENTS

Age Conservative Liberal Total

20-39 24% 76% 100%

(107) (331) (438)

40-59 21% 79% 100%

(87) (323) (410)

60+ 22% 78% 100%

(41) (143) (184)

Total N 235 797 1,032

G = .06

Z = .64 p>.05

difference between the three age groups and the overwhelming
proportion of the respondents who gave liberal responses.
The relationship between age and liberalism was again

extremely weak.



72
Table 18 also tested this hypothesis and found that
the youngest age group was the most liberal, while the
middle age group was the least liberal, with the oldest age
group in the middle. This guestion did not agree with the
first guestion which tested this hypothesis. The gamma
score indicated that there was a weak relationship between
age and liberalismn.
TABLE 18
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "THE
GOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTCN SHOULD STAY OUT OF THE
QUESTION OF WHETHER WHITE AND COLORED CHILDREN

GO TO THE SAME SCHOOL" BY AGE GROUPS
FOR STATUS INCONSISTENTS

Age Conservative Liberal Total
20-39 46% 54% 100%
{41) {85) (156)
40-58 67% 33% 100%
(158) (77) (235)
60+ 55% 45% 100%
(74) (61) {135)
~Total N 303 223 526
G = .13
z = 1.20 p>.05

The control table for the status consistents, on the
other hand, showed a much stronger relationship, although
negative. Table 19 indicates a gamma score of -.28 between
age and liberalism. This pattern is what had been predicted
for the status inconsistents, but which was not found among

the status inconsistents.



e
0

There 1s not conclusive evidence, in fact there
no evidence, to prove that among the status inconsistents
the oldest respondents are any less liberal on attitude
guestions which concern governmental activity on issues of
soclal justice.

TABLE 19
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "THE
GOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTON SHQULD STAY OUT CF THE
QUESTION OF WHETHER WHITE AND COLORED CHILDREN

GO TO THE SAME SCHCOL" BY AGE GROUPS
FOR STATUS CONSISTENTS

Age Conservative Liberal Total
20-39 35% 65% 100%
(153) (280) (433)
40-59 46% 54% 100%
(191) (222} (413)
60+ 5E8% 42% 100%
(100) (71} ik x b
Total N 444 573 1,017
G = -.28
Z = 3.68 p<.05

The aged status inconsistent person, being subjected
to both the pressures of the status anxiety of his age
group, and the frustration and uncertainty of his status
inconsistency, would be expected to be more liberal on
welfare questions than both the aged status consistents or

other status inconsistents.
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Hypothesis 5 states that of the older persons, the

status inconsistents will be more liberal on attitude

o

guestions which concern governmental activity on welfare
guestions of economic assistance, than the status consis-
tents. Table 20 shows the results of the first test on
TABLE 20
LIBERAIL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "THE
GOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTCON OUGHT TO SEE TO IT THAT

EVERYBODY WHO WANTS TO WORK CAN FIND A JOB"
BY DEGREE OF STATUS CONSISTENCY, AGE 60+

Conservative Liberal Total
Status 19% 81% 100%
Consistents {29) (121) (150)
Status 18% 82% 100%
Inconsistents {27) (119) (146)
Total N 56 240 296
G = .02
2 = 0,13 p>.05

the question concerning the government's responsibility in
seeing that everyone is employed. As can be seen, there is
practically no difference in the frequencies for the liberal
and the conservative responses for the status consistent and
the status inconsistent persons.
Table 21, the control table for those under sixty

yvears of age, demonstrates a stronger relationship between
status inconsistency and liberalism than does Table 20, but

it is still only a weak relationship. For the younger age
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(o

roup the relationship is in the direction predicted for

rt

the status incconsistent individuals, whereas for the oclderxr
age group degree of status inconsistency appears to have no
effect. From this evidence then, it would be necessary to
call into guestion the viability of the status inconsis-
tency concept since age seems to be the differentiating
facte¥.
TABLE 21

LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "THE

GOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTON OUGHT TO SEE TO IT THAT

EVERYBODY WHO WANTS TO WORK CAN FIND A JOB" BY
DEGREE OF STATUS CONSISTENCY, AGE 20-59

Conservative Liberal Total
Status 33% 67% 100%
Consistents (279) (559) {838)
Status 27% 73% 100%
Inconsistents (105) (288) (393)
Total N 384 847 1,231
G = .16
Z o= Lyid ps.05

On the second question, as presented in Table 22,
the results agree with the first question. There are no
differences between the responses between the status con-
sistent and status inconsistent persons. On this question
the relationship is stronger than on the other guestion,

but still not reliable.
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TABLE 22

LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "TIE
GOVERNMENT OUGHT TO HELP PEQOPLE GET DOCTORS AND
HOSPITAL CARE AT LOW COST" BY DEGREE OF
STATUS CONSISTENCY, AGE 60+

Conservative Liberal Total
Status 14% 86% 100%
Consistents (21) {124) (145)
Status 10% 90% 100%
Inconsistents (15) (136) {151)
Total N 36 260 296
G = .21
7z = 0.86 p>.05

The control table for this question, Table 23, also
does not show much difference for the status consistents
and inconsistents among the younger people.

What appears to be significant here is that the age
of an individual will tell more about an individual than
will his degree of status consistency-inconsistency. It
has been discovered that among the old people, there is no
difference between the liberalism of the status consistents
and the status inconsistents on questions which concern
governmental activity on welfare questions. This would
imply that, at least for older persons, status inconsis-
tency does not tell as much about their political attitudes.

Thus far there have been found no differences on the

attitude questions which deal with governmental activity on
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TABLE 23

LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "THE
GOVERNMENT OUGHT TO HELP PEOPLE GET DOCTORS AND
HOSPITAL CARE AT LOW COST" BY DEGREE OF
STATUS CONSISTENCY, AGE 20-59

Conservative Liberal Total
Status 30% 70% 100%
Consistents (240) (547) (787)
Status 25% 75% 100%
Inconsistents (96) (291) (387)
Total N 336 838 1,174
G = .14
7 = 1.44 p>.05

issues of social justice, whether tested by age groups, by
status consistent and status inconsistent groups, or by age
groups of only the status inconsistent persons or only the
status consistent persons. The data for hypothesis 7,
which states that of the older persons the status inconsis-
tents will be less liberal on the issues of social justice,
do not change this pattern. Table 24 reports the results
for the first gquestion which was used to test this hypothe-
sis. This guestion concerns the fair treatment of Negroes
in jobs and housing.

Table 24 demonstrates that there are again no dif-
ferences between the status consistents and the status
inconsistents. The relationship between status consistency

and liberalism, as measured by gamma, was extremely weak
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and in the opposite direction than had been predicted.
The status inconsistent persons do not appear to be less
liberal on the issues of social justice than status con-
sistent persons.
TABLE 24
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "IF
NEGROES ARE NOT GETTING FAIR TREATMENT IN JOBS AND

HOUSING THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD SEE THAT THEY DO"
BY DEGREE OF STATUS CONSISTENCY, AGE 60+

Conservative Liberal Total
Status 25% 75% 100%
Consistents _ ({35) (106) (141)
Status 22% 78% 100%
Inconsistents (31) (111) (142)
Total N 66 217 283
G = .08
7 = 0.42 p>.05

For the younger persons, as reported in Table 25,
the pattern still holds. There are no differences between
status consistents and status inconsistents on issues of
social justice.

The second guestion used to test this hypothesis is
the question concerning attitudes about the government
intervening into the school integration issue. The data
from Table 26 again demonstrate that there is no difference
between the status consistents and the status inconsis-

tents, of those respondents over the age of sixty.



TABLE 25

LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "IF
NEGROES ARE NOT GETTING FAIR TREATMENT IN JOBS AND
HOUSING THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD SEE THAT THEY DO"

BY DEGREE OF STATUS CONSISTENCY, AGE 20-59

43

Conservative Liberal Total

Status 23% 77% 100%
Consistents (192) (652) (844)
Status 21% 79% 100%
Inconsistents (83) {318) (401)
Total N 275 970 1,245
G = .06

. B pz_.05

TABLE 26

LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "THE
GOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTON SHOULD STAY OUT OF THE
QUESTION OF WHETHER WHITE AND COLORED CHILDREN

GO TO THE SAME SCHOOL" BY DEGREE OF
STATUS CONSISTENCY, AGE 60+

Conservative Liberal Total
Status 57% 43% 100%
Consistents (81) (60) (141)
Status ‘ 55% 45% 100%
Inconsistents (74) (6l) (135)
Total N 155 121 276

G = .05

Z = 0.30 p>.05
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However, for the younger age group, those between
the ages of 20-59, there is a relationship of decreasing
liberalism with increasing status inconsistency. The
status inconsistents are less liberal on this guestion
than are the status consistents. Table 27 reports a gamma
geore of =.33.
TABLE 27
LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION "THE
GOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTON SHOULD STAY OUT OF THE
QUESTION OF WHETHER WHITE AND COLORED CHILDREN

G0 TO THE SAME SCHOCL" BY DEGREE OF
STATUS CONSISTENCY, AGE 20-59

Conservative Liberal Total
Status 41% 59% 100%
Consistents (342) (498) (840)
Status 59% 41% 100%
Inconsistents (229) (1l62) {391)
Total N 571 660 1,231
G = -.35
Z = 4,38 P<.05

As with the first guestion there is no evidence to
support the hypothesis, especially since the differences
are in the opposite direction than predicted. There was no
evidence that among the older persons the status inconsis-
tents will be less liberal on attitude questions which deal

with governmental activity on issues of social justice.



CHAPTER VI

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

0ld Age and Political Attitudes

In testing the first hypothesis, that older persons
will be more liberal on attitude questions which concern
governmental activity on welfare programs than younger
persons, two different attitude questions were used, one
dealing with the federal government's role in assuring
employment, and the other with the government's role in
assuring low cost medical care. As was reported in
Chapter III, both gquestions demonstrated that the older
persons were more liberal than younger persons. In addi-
tion, each age group was more liberal on the guestion
dealing with low cost medical care than on the other
guestion, but the greatest percentage difference was in
the oldest age group. The older persons were more in
favor of the government assuring employment for everyone
who desired it, however, they were even more in favor of
the government assuring low cost doctor and hospital care.
So, although the oldest age group was the more liberal on
each question than the other two age groups, they were the
most liberal on the guestion of medical care. The youngest

and middle age groups remained nearly the same for the two

81
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guestions, with 70 per cent of the young being liberal on
the question of employment compared to 72 per cent liberal
on the medical question. The middle age group was 68 per
cent liberal on the employment guestion, compared to 72 per
cent liberal on the medical question, and the oldest age
group were 80 per cent liberal on the employment gquestion
and 88 per cent liberal on the medical gquestion.

The data support the statements of both Campbell and
of Pinner, Jacobs, and Selznick. Campbell pointed out that
older persons are a disadvantaged group, who are dependent
upon the state for economic support, support which is not
forthcoming from other sources, either in structured or in
unstructured alternatives. The majority of economic
support comes from the government and the older persons
therefore are in favor of liberal or welfare governmental
policies.69

The aged individual also has a need for self-respect
and respect by society, however he is hindered by society
from fully participating in the economic life of the
society, i.e., he is expelled from the labor force and has
inadequate annunities, etc. The older person cannot live
by the prescribed norms of individual achievement and self-
support. Just the same, the older person desires to be
independent, to be self-reliant, and the welfare state can

provide the independence, and the older person views the

69

1

Campbell, "Determinants of Voting Behavior," p. 94.



attempt to secure greater economic support from the state
as a legitimate way to be self-reliant. In this way the
older person is not asking for respect because of his
ascribed status of age, but because of what he is able to
achieve in the form of support from the welfare state.70
The data would not contradict these assumptions.

For the other two attitude questions, those which
concern governmental activity on issues of social justice,
hypothesis 2 stated that older persons will be less liberal
than younger persons because the older persons are less
willing to accept social change, but rather tend to uphold
the traditional values and positions. Also, the older
person has more of an economic investment in the status quo
than the younger persons, in terms of property and accumu-
lated capital. Moreover, historically in this country the
amount of education received has been increasing with each
generation, and education has been correlated with
liberalism,

However, the finding is that the theory cannot
adequately account for all of the results. On the gquestion
of whether the federal government should aid Negroes in
jobs and housing, there were found to be no significant
differences between the three age groups, and the actual

percentage showed the youngest age group to be less

70Pinner, 0ld Age and Political Behavior, pp. 69-91.
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liberal than the oldest age group, with the middle age
group being the most liberal.

On the other attitude gquestion, which dealt with
forced school integration, the differences were larger and
in the predicted direction. The youngest age group was
the most liberal and the oldest age group was the least
liberal. This was not in support of the hypothesis since
there was found to be no disjunctive process operating only
within the oldest age category, but rather a gradual
decrease in liberalism from the youngest to the oldest age
groups.

Although both guestions dealt with some aspect of
civil rights for Negroes, there is a vast difference
between the two questions, and the degree of liberalism
demonstrated by each age group. On the question dealing
with government assuring fair treatment for Negroes in
jobs and housing, all three age groups were over 75 per
cent liberal, whereas on the second guestion dealing with
school integration, the highest age group was only 62 per
cent liberal and the lowest age group was only 43 per cent
liberal.

On the question dealing with fair treatment for
Negroes in Jjobs and housing, every age group is consis-
tently liberal, and at about the same level. This may be
part of the past official position of the government toward

Negroes, separate but equal rights, because on the guestion
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of school integration, the degree of liberalism drops
severely in every age group. However, the youngest age
group appears to be most willing to accept the change from
the old policy to the newer policy of integration.

There is no evidence to support the hypothesis con-
cerning attitudes on the issues of social justice. The
need here would be to use a liberalism scale made up of
several questions, toc be able to see just what differences

there are by types of guestions asked.

Status Inconsistency and Political Attitudes

The third hypothesis predicted that status incon-
sistents would be more liberal on the questions concerning
welfare activity by the government, because they are suf-
fering from psychological stress as a result of their
inconsistent statuses and would thus prefer changes in the
present social order. The status inconsistent person has
been shown to be a political activist and would support
left-wing policies‘because of his desire for a redistri-
butiocn of scarce resources.

On both questions dealing with employment oppor-
tunities and low cost medical care, the hypothesis was
upheld with status inconsistents being more liberal.

However, the data did not allow the acceptance of
hypothesis 4 which stated that status inconsistents will
be less liberal than status consistents on questions which

concern government activity on issues of social Jjustice.



86

Again, the pattern is the same as was found for older
persons in hypothesis two. On the question of whether the
government should assure the Negro fair treatment in Jobs
and housing, there were no real differences between the
status consistents and the status inconsistents. The
status inconsistents were slightly more liberal than the
status consistents, 79 per cent to 77 per cent, this being
contrary to the predicted direction.

Also, the question regarding school integration
failed to receive the liberal support to the same degree
as the first question. On this guestion the status consis-
tents were only 57 per cent liberal and the status incon-
sistents were only 42 per cent liberal. The second guestion
demonstrated a reliable relationship in the predicted
direction; the status consistents were more liberal.

Despite the support on the second question, hypothe-
sis four could not be accepted because of the conflicting
evidence from the other question. If the theory were
correct, the status inconsistents would be less liberal
on questions such as civil rights because their frustra-
tions would lead them to react emotionally against other
depressed and disadvantaged peoples in an attempt to dis-
place the frustration. The question concerning school
integration bears this out, but the other item did not. It
is plausible that the status inconsistent person can

sympathize with the Negro for his plight and would support
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him in getting fair treatment in housing and jobs. However,
when the Negroes are brought into direct contact, as in
forced school integration, his status is directly

threatened, and now by a low status group.

The Effect of Status Inconsistency on Age

Since both the aged and status inconsistents had
been found to be more liberal than their respective
counterparts on welfare issues, it was expected that among
only the status inconsistents, the aged would continue to
be more liberal. This was found to be true for both of
the questions used to test this hypothesis.

The age patterns also held true for the status con-
sistents, although at generally lower levels of liberalism
on both questions. 5o, after controlling for the effects
of status inconsistency types the predicted pattern among
the age groups remained. This was true for all questions
tested.

On the quesﬁions which concerned issues of social
justice, after controlling for the effects of status
inconsistency types, there still appeared to be no age-

related differences which were theoretically relevant.

The Effect of Age on Status Inconsistency

It was also expected that when controlled for age,
the status inconsistent persons would still remain more

liberal on the welfare questions. This, however, was not
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the case. When testing only those over sixty years of age
on both questions, the differences that had been found
previously for the status inconsistents were not confirmed.
By controlling for age the liberalism of the status
inconsistents disappeared. This was the major finding
of the research.

Once again, when controlled for age, the status
inconsistents were not found to be any less liberal on

the issues of social justice, than the status consistents.

Conclusions

This research found that it was fruitful to have
divided the types of attitude guestions into the two types
of welfare and social justice issues. There were found
to be significant differences on nearly all of the welfare
questions, using both status inconsistency types and age
groups, but no differences on the issues of social justice.

It was found that status inconsistency is related to
liberalism when attitude gquestions concerning governmental
activity on welfare questions are used. Also, that for the
same type of attitude question, the aged are more liberal
than are the two younger age groups.

It was significant that when controlled for age by
using only those respondents over sixty years of age, the
differences between status consistents and status incon-
sistents disappeared. This brought into question the

effect that age has upon status consistency. Table 28 shows
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a direct relationship between status inconsistency and
increasing age. For the youngest age group, 72.5 per cent
TABLE 28

STATUS CONSISTENTS AND INCONSISTENTS BY AGE GROUPS

Age Status Consistents Status Inconsistents Total
20-39 12:5% 27.5%

(518) (196) 714
40-59 63.1% 36.9%

(493) (288) 7381
60+ 50.0% 50.0%

(178) (178) 356
Total N 1,189 662 1,851

are status consistents and 27.5 per cent are status incon-
sistents, for the middle age group, 63.1 per cent are
status consistents and 36.9 per cent status inconsistents,
whereas for the oldest age group 50.0 per cent are status
consistents and 50.0 per cent are status inconsistents.
This clearly demonstrates an unexpected finding, that a
disproportionate number of older persons are status incon-
sistents.

In an attempt to explain why there would be a
larger proportion of older persons who are status incon-
sistents, the inconsistent persons were divided into types
according to their ascribed and achieved statuses and
found that the vast majority of status inconsistents are

high achieved and low ascribed status types. There were 627
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status inconsistents who had a status inconsistency of high
achieved and low ascribed, while there were only 32 respon-
dents who were of the opposite characteristics of high
ascribed and low achieved statuses. This would immediately
point up the status conversion process of Benoit-Smullyan,
whereby a person with a high ascribed status can convert
his high status to the other status hierarchies, and thus
save themselves from becoming status inconsistent. How-
“ever, what would seem to cause the large proportion of
status inconsistents of high achieved and low ascribed
status would be the proportion of men who were able to
fulfill, to some extent, the "American Dream," that is,
they are the product of the openness of the American
Society; the poor boy makes good, Horatio Alger prototypes.
Although it is probably incorrect to think that all of
these status inconsistents are rich, or have an extremely
high educational level, it does indicate that they were
able to rise above what their ascribed status would
dictate. The relationship with age is that older persons
have had a longer time period in which to raise their
achievable statuses; in other words, they have had a
longer time in which to become a status inconsistent.

Another reason that there is a disproportionate
number of aged individuals who are status inconsistents
may be because the old pecple have more low ethnic

statuses. The old people in the sample would have been
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born in 1900 or earlier, which means they would have been
closer to the great waves of migrants which came to the
United States. Because of this the older persons would
be more likely than the young to be either foreign born,
or the first generation offspring of a foreign born person.
The effect would be that the older persons are more likely
to have a particular ethnic identification. This would not
be the case so much with the young. For one thing the
young are not so likely to have been born of only one
ethnic stock. As a result the person, in reporting his
ethnic background, has a choice and may pick the ethnicity
which he feels has the greater status.

The question still remains, since it is now known
that aged persons are disproportionately represented in the
status inconsistent types, what effect this has on the con-
cept of status inconsistency. How much of what is being
measured is simply the effect of age. It may not be just
coincidence that the pattern of attitudes of aged individ-

uals and status inconsistents appear to be the same.

Future Research

Some future research should take up the question of
the effect of age upon status inconsistency theory, and not
be limited to only the type of questions used here. A more
complete analysis of the effect of age upon status incon-

sistency is essential.
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The concept of a multi-dimensional view of types of
questions which are used on attitude scales needs to be
developed. It appears that a simple dichotomy may not be
sophisticated enough to handle all of the wvariability
which i1s found. Perhaps a new referent point is what 1is
now needed.

Another interesting guestion which needs to be taken
up is the effect, if any, that status inconsistency has at
retirement for individuals. Does status inconsistency
become combined with status anxiety, or do some persons

suffer from both status inconsistency and status anxiety?
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The research was undertaken to demonstrate the
similarities in the political attitudes of the older person
and the status inconsistent person. The older person is
said to react politically because of his status anxiety,
and the status inconsistent person is said to react because
of the frustration and the uncertainty of his status in
inter-personal relatiomns.

A national sample of 1953 persons was analyzed. The
sample was divided into persons who were status consistent
and those who were status inconsistent. The political
attitudes of the respondents were measured by means of four
attitude questions, two of which were concerned with govern-
mental activity on welfare gquestions, and two which dealt
with issues of social justice.

It was hypothesized that the older persons, and the
status inconsistent persons would be more liberal on the
welfare questions and less liberal on the questions con-
cerning issues of social justice, than the younger persons
and the status consistent persons, respectively. It was
-also hypothesized that the older persons among the status
inconsistents, and the status inconsistents among the
older persdns, would be more liberal on the attitude
questions which concerned governmental activity on welfare
guestions, and less liberal on those which concerned

issues of social Jjustice.



The data revealed that the older persons and the
status inconsistents were more liberal on the guestions
which concerned governmental activity on welfare questions,
but that they were not less liberal on the issues of social
justice. It was also shown that the older persons among
the status inconsistents were more liberal, than the
younger persons. However, the status inconsistents among
the older persons were not more liberal than the status
consistents. This led to questioning the usefulness of the
status inconsistency theory, since the data would indicate
that perhaps therage differences overwhelm the status
inconsistency differences. This was further strengthened
when it was discovered that a disproportionate percentage
of the status inconsistents were older people.

It was suggested that further research should check
the differences and the convergences of age and status
inconsistency. Also, further refinement of the types of

attitude questions that are used, is needed.



