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The horse stands at the head of a noble tribe of quadrupeds,

which naturalists term solepedes, or single hoofed, from having
but one apparent toe, covered by a single integument of horn, al-
though beneath the skin on each side are protuberances which may

be regarded as rudimental toes,

According to the view of modern geologists there is but

gpecies according to Proffessor Low, of Edinburgh.
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one genus of the tribe, namely, equus, which comprehends six _Wf i
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EQUUS ASINUS - The ass. lﬁ

EQUUS ZEBRA - The 2zebra, .
|

EQUUS QUAGGA - The quagga. 1

EQUUS BURCHELLII — The striped quagega. | {;}

EQUUS HEMIONUS - The dziggithai. i P

! ¢
EQUUS CABALLUS — The common horse. iﬁi it

4 i
Nature has not formed this vpowerful creature to shun the w
control of man, but has linked him by his natwral wants and in- B

stinets to our society. It is only when under human guidance : -”f

that his most useful faculties are exercised and his full maturity L e

of strength and form attained. k|
The horse 1s distinguished from all other equine genus by

the superior expansion of the chest,the large developement of

his muscles, the greater strength and lateral distance of his | b

linbs, the elevation of his withers, the long flowing hairs of

his mane and tail and his loud and sonorous voilce,

i at the age of five to seven has attained full maturity. The

I
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At the age of two years he is able to propogate his race | .j" fff:

Male, as is the same of other animals, 1s stronger and more

| {
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Courageous than the female. He is more difficult of subjugation i Wbic- '
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put not less attached apdgenerous.

When deprived of his virile powers he approaches more 1o
the character of the female,

The horse is found over nearly the whole of the o0ld conti-
nent from the sixty-fifth degree of Northern lattitude to the
iglands of Asia on the South, He did not exist in New Holland, nor
in the islands of the South Sea, nor in Amerieca, until carried to
these countries by European voyvagers. He is yet found 1in a state
of liberty in the vast rilds of Tartary, extending through the
gouth of Siberia and to the deseets to the North West of China.

As he is presented to us in a state of Nature in these countries

he is inferior in beauty and nobleness of form to the domestieated
races, His head is large, thimk, and very convex about the eyes.
His ears are long, habitually earried backward and low, The limbs
are long but stout ; the muscles thick and garnished with bristles,
and long hairs grow beneath the javs and under part of the neck.

The mane is thiek and bushy; the hair of the body is long and

shaggy and sometimes frizzled. It is usually brownish dun, approach-

ing to a muddy eream color, but never black. These horses are gre-
garious; thev are often bbserved in large numbers together; but

for most parts they are found in 1little bands under guidance of

a2 stallion, Their senses of sight and smell are acute, They are
vigilant in a high degree, stationing sentin@ls to guard the troop
from surprise., They shun the presence of man, and when alarmed, set
Off at a speed, and are quickly lost in the distance,

They are hunted by the people of the desert for their

skin anqg Tlesl and are sometimes captured alive,chiefly in Winter

e T




when the snows arrest thelr progress, and allow them to be driven

in hollows and ravince. In the neighborhood of Pallus Maéotis,or
gsea of Asaph, are wild horses, whibh Pallas supvosed to he des—
cendants of Russian horses cmployed at the slege of Asaph in 1697,
and turned adrift for want of forage. Older travelers speak of
wild horses in the deserts of Africa;but no modern traveler has
verified the stntements.

The horse industry was begun in Kansas by the introduction
of the mustang whiech originated from the Mexlean pony being intro-
dueed by the Spaniards in Mexico about 1577, These ponies when taken
young can be domesticated and make very good general purpose horses.

These mustangs are generally blue, dun or roan in color,
with a characteristic dark streak down the center of the back,

These animals are supoosed by many to te very vicious and
uncontrollable, but this is a wrong impression, as they are quite
gentle when a man has once won thelr confidence.

These horses have been bred up by mating with superior
stallions until now their progeny with the horses which have Dbeen
shipped in from the East constitute the average Kansas horse., The
mistang blood gives these horses mettle and muscle which gives
them great endurance.

There has been great improvement effected in the horse
industry by breeding and feeding. If a person 1is following horse
breeding as an occupation, the “irst thing he should look %o is

to get the type of animal he wants and have 1t recorded in a stud

book,
The great advantage of a pedigree is 1O ascertain what we

are breeding from; that is, to know something of the ancestry of




an animal, Every sound purebred animal should be duly recorded in

a stud book of the breed revresented.Breeders should see that calts
and fillies are recorded at the ages indicated by the rules of the
various pedigree registering accociation, as higher fees are charged
aftcr horses have reached a certain age.

Members of the different assoclations are charged less for
registering than outsiders, therefore, 1t is advisable that every
breeder of purebred horses that are eligible to registry should
berome 2 member of the association publishing a stud boock from
the breed which he handles,

A great deal mau be said on the subject of breeding pure-
bred horses, It is true that it costs more to start in the breeding
business with purebred horses,; but a person soon pealizes a greater
profit from purebred horses By the greater price which they command
on the market.

It is natural when a verson is handling fine horses that
they will take better eare of them than they will of “serubs;
for this reason alone he should handle nothing but the best as his
interest is with the better class of horses.

In breeding we chould Cirst know the ancestry of the mare
or stallion, and see that there is no uncoundness enters into the
line of breeding. The subject of unsoundnecs cannot be too greatly
emphasized, especially in horse breeding. The horse we are breeding
from may appear perfectly sound in all respects, but some ancester
may have been affected by some unsoundness irhich may be transmitted
through two or three generations without being made prominent.

This is xnown as avatism




Another advantage of registering is cited here. If we have

a pedigree of an animal we may trace out any insoundness whibhh might

occur in an animal. Another advantage is that we have a record
of the breeders and this should gtand for a great deal,

In the selection of breeding stock, we should always select
the best vossible to attain and discard all unscund animals as
breeders. In sclecting breeding stock we should retain the tyve
and conformation whiecn best suits and sell the undesirable horses
wheee they may be used for different purvoses than breeding.

Unsoundness which may be transmissable directly or by pre-
disposition such as moon blindness,spavin, navicular disease,ring—
bones, stringhalf,curbs, etc. should be carefully avolded in sel-
ecting breeding stock. Too many farmers think because a mare 1is

lame,unsound, blind or too o0ld to work, she may be used for breed-

ing purposes. This may be all right if a mare is lame from accident,

hut predisposed lameness should be avoided in sclecting treeding

mares,
Many versons commit the great error many times of selecting

for breedine purposes an animal to breed from just because it is

of good type and conformation, without any knowledge of his ancestry.

The horse may be a eross between two distinet breeds, and under

these conditions we have not the least idea what the progeny will

be,
Feeding should not be neglected th ralsing horses any more

than we should negtect to feed beef cattle. A horse should not
be fed as we Teed steers in Pattening trem for market, but should

be ¥ept in a healthy condition. A horse should have plenty of
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roughness, but not more than he will eat and relish, He should
have plenty of grain when he 1s working hard to maintain his flesh
and healthy condition, but should not be overfed with grain ration
because of lack of time to eat roughness, as concentrated foods,

ir fed too extensively, ten to burn up the tissues, The best dir-
ections for feeding a horse is good sound judgement as to the needs
of the animal.

In Kansas tha time has been when it was hardly practicable
to use purebred draft horses, as the mode of farming was so crude
tha* it was impossible to spend much time for the improvement of
the hdrse; the time has come, however, and is now here, when with
the many conveniences which the farmer enhjoys he can also spend
2 econsiderable part of his time with his horses. This being the
case he is breedine the heavy type or purcbred draft horse to a small
éxtent, but the horse industry should be glven a great deal more
attentlon than 1t has at present,

For farm work and with the extensive farming which the
average Kansas farmer practices, he should use & heavy horse, as
weight and endurance are needed in tie cultivation of such large
areas, In this wav we ean eliminate the old plugs from the public
view, which would be a blessing to lovers of 7ine horses. Another
great advantage where a farmer is engaged in wheat raising, is
that he only spends about three months of the year with this work,
and the rest of his time could be devoted to breeding and handling
Purebred drafit horses, as there 1s always a demand for them. BY

bredding mares so that they may foal in early Spring or late Fall

thev may be worked when most needed.
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The same facts may be stated about trodvting horses, or the

saddle horse, as to thelr improvement., The time has been when most

Qo

ny type of horse would answer the purpose of the riding or & riming
horse, but the time has come when more pride is taken in driving

or riding fine horses, This class of horses, however, should be
handled and bred only by a verson who can devote all his time to
the breeding industry. This class should not be handled by the
farmer for breeding purvoses as they are not adapted for farm work,
Every farmer, however, should own a good span of drivers for the
pleasure which he derives from driving a good team, Anohher advantage
of owning a good span of driving horses is that 1t will dispense
with driving our already overworked farm horses to town or various
other places, when necessity demands 1it.

If a person wnts to breed horses as an occupation and de-
vote most of his time to 1t, he should not try to farm very ex-
tensively. The only practiecal way 1s to farm enough land to raise
the required amount of feed to supply the horses and devote the
rest of the time to his horses, if a person would be a breeder.

The value of conformation of the draft horse camnot be 100
strongly emphasized. He should be large and well muscled,with plenty
of action. The Percheron horse is well adapted to Kansas conditions.
There are a great many points in favor of the Percheron horse.

He is of a gentle disposition and gets his name from the diftrict
of La Perche in France, whtéch is now the chief draft horse breeding
and handling center in that country. The breed originally derived
1ts sige ang weight from the ancient black horse breed of Flanders

8hd its style and quailty from sires of the Oriental breeds, notably

from the grey Arab stallions, Godolphin and Gallipoli.
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In the early days the breed was used far coach and bus

work and was of sultable type and conformation for that purvose.
fore recently, weight and larger bone have been developed by the
use of heavy draft stallions of France. Grey was originallv the
color of the breed, hut recently black has become as common and
popular, although it is not so surely transmitted as the character—
istic grey.

The modern percheron stands sixteen hands high and over,
welghs from seventeen hundred to twenty two hundred pounds, amd is
vhite, grey or black in color, He has an intelligent head of a type
peculiar to the breed; rather small ears and eyes; short strongly
muscled neeck; strong well laid shouiders and chest; a plump rotund
body; strong back,heavy quarters, and somewhat drooping ceroup, He
is usually low down and blocky, on short clean legs devoid of
feather, and has well shaped, sound hoofs, These features are well
in favor of adopting the percheron for Kansas conditions.,

The percheron has good action and stands straight, with a
beautiful form, The value of conformation may be shown from the
way the shoulders lay back, and the strong muscular back and thighs,
7hich gives the percheron horse a very powerful avvearance.

The weirht of the percheron is another point in his favor,
as welght 1s an ecsential feature in the draft horse. It has been
estimated that the weight of a draft horse is worth twenty five
cents per pound after he has reached the welght of fourteen hun-
dred pounds,

Where the blood 6f this breed predominates 1n a district

N0 other breed should be used. Continuer breeding in a right line

= ] 2 -+ -! hiz
1s nighly advisable and will result in the production of practically

Purebred horses of great usefullness and value.
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In breeding light horses for Kansas conditions, we should
rirst look to conformation, as style and action are usually
coupled with this quality. Welght is not of as much importance
with the light horse, as 1t 1is with the draft horse. The typical
roadster should stand from 15.1 to 15.3 hands high, and weigh
from 950 to 1150 pounds, His purpose is to draw a light buggy on
the road at a fairly mpnid rate of speed for a considerable length
of time. He should be graceful in form, actlon sprightly, pleasing,
straient and smooth at all gaits, his disvosition good and his
legs and feet sound., Because of the abundance of rood roads the
race horse 1s well adapted to Kansas conditions.

Standard bred horses are generally the type of horse fo keep
on the farm for driving purvoses, and always have a warm place in
the heart of the farmer,

The demand for cheap horses is rapidly diminishing since the
introcuction of elegtric cars and automobiles. The cheaper class
of horses and mules were originally used on tne stage coach,street
cars, and other rough work., Since electricity has been used as a
source of locomotion and wars are less frequent, the cheaper class
of horses are rapidly losing precedence and a petter class of horses
are looked to as the horse for all purposes. It does not cost
any more to keep a good horse, nor as much, if proper attention
is given to either, as a cheap horse requires more eare 40 kee
him in a presantable avpearance and he never brings so good a price,
"hile a2 Dbetter class always demands a high price.

Further improvement 6f the horse may be brought about by

better care and feed. A horse should recieve plemty of attention
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. in the way of care and feed, as he 1s a domestic animal and should il '
not be made to rusble for himself when his time is taken up with  ; ;
0 |
] work., There is too much general neglect in the way of ecaring for i |
| and feeding the average horse., He should be fed regularXly and his ff
{ I
il

feed should consist of the right proportion of digestible constit—
uents for bone, muscle and mettle, A horse wants clean Teed as

well as a man and should have just as good care. A horse should

dition from birth to maturity.
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not be overfed, but should be kept in a good healthy growing con- ‘f-i ? 
| |

Selertion of breeding stock &s a great problem in the process 1

[

of breeding up the horse, It 1s hard to make the I.ght selection (i

when we are selecting an animal from which we wish to propagate 3 _?@}1;§
our breeding stock, A perfect animal has never been found, and we : ﬂ':%-;
will have to be satisfied with the nearest speclmen we can find | j.é “ ?
| 1
to the breed type which we wish to propagate. Too much carec:annot i5; |
be taken in selecting breeding stock, and we should never break ; :_ |
| [
the line of breeding when once started as our €fforts will then all ?Liéij e
be in vain, f} ?7,i4{_§

A great improeement could be effected by adopting such

bredding laws in Kansas as have been adopted in Wisconsin, The

breeding laws of Wisconsin provide that every person, firm, or | 3‘.; 14:ﬁ,
Company standing or breeding a stallion for profit or gain in such ‘ﬁl'iﬁ 11 
State shall cause the name , description and pedigree of such %:% ; 'i
stallion to be enrolled bv the Department of Horse Breeding of the 1 ; E | |
College of Agriculture, Untversity of Wisconsin, and procure a cer- 'l Tf 11%‘5
“ificate of such enrollment from said department, which shall 1! ' E
thereupon pe presented to and recorded by the Reglster off Beeds of 'vffit ;
e
the County in which said stallion is used for public service. In | ;y.‘jl

| © 1 : .
gal 0 obtain suoh cortificate, the owner of such stallion




shall make oath before a Notary Publie that such stallion is to the

best of his Knowledge free from hereditary,transmissible, or con—
tagéous disease; or unsound in any way. The officers of the Bep-
artment of Horse Breeding shall make such examination and whose duty
it shall be to pass upon the merit of each pedigree.

The owner of such stallion shall keep posted in a conspie-

wous vlace the likjcen@e certificate of such stallion, With such laws

as this Kansas would soon realize a great transformation and improve—

ment in the horse industry, and there would be no trouble in seguring|

the desired type of horse whlch we wish to use as a breed type.
From what has Just been sddd, it should be seen that the
formation of horse-breeding associations in townships and counties
throughout the State would do much to advance the progress of the
industry. Such assoeilations should be formed of breeders who possess

the same class or breed of horses, and who will pledge themselves
by every legitimate means to fubther the interests of the assoc-—
latdon and of the breed handled.,

Kansas 1is an ideal State for horse breeding, and were such
assoclations formed in each horse bre-ding center throughout the
State, and were each of them to preach and practice the same sound
doctrine of breeding, the use of the "sorub", grade, crossbred and
unsound stallions would soon be a thing of the past, while better
mares would be used for brecding purposes, with the inevitable

result of general improvement in the quality of our horses and the

Profits to be reaped from the business .
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