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In the protestant cemetary at Florence, Italy, "a place,
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beautiful,” says Keats, "that it might make one in love with desth
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to be buried there,' lies the one whom the English call "Shakespeare's
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Daughter® and nan names "Passion Flower of the
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there, in the beloved land of Her adoption, lies Elizabet

Century:
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arrett minster Cemetery, lies
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lovable companion, the one whom we all know as the rreatest poet-

philosopher, Robert Browning.
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different. Miss Bz tt's father had a wonderful force of character,

and of ner mother we have no rance; while Robetrt Browning's

d books, and his mother was

father was stern, a lover of sweet,
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Salni-like, and a lover of Shelly.
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1812, in one of

When Robert Browning was born, on

d been breathing the pure air of

the suburbs of London, Miss Barrett

the village Coxhoe Hall for six years. He was sent to school and had
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every chance to broaden and strengthen himself, but during this perioc

expansion and recognition, the poetess was

becoming more miserable, narrow and externally sads Her life was

melancholy, but she possessed within herself the unguestionable and




indisputable evidence of unseen thingse.

While Miss Barret was strolling thru the zardens omd fields
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Robert Browndng was measuring off heroic couplets on his father'
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studio table, which he barelv resched Fi L g
stud ible, whichh he barely reached. sven 1f no formal record had
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tae poetess’ youth, the spirit of it is told in "Aurora
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Robert Browning, Sr., never suffered his child to enter the

toils of the school-room, but
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Italy. Robert Browning not only gained the

poatyy ne had in Italy. at ae

and enthusiasm £«

knowledge of nature and joy of life which is expressed in every word
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he writes. Miss Barrett had been an invalid for years, and her life

wvas very 8ad and lonely, her f
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ther being her public and companione

that she wacs

When she injured herself, she felt, from her inner self

not to die, and wrote:
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The Poet and Poetess often times read each other's poetry,

Barrett's cousin, spoke to

but it was not wntil Mrx. Kenyon, Mi

Robert Browning of Miss Barrett that he learned to love her poetrye.
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1@ then began to love it very mueh; and, as he expressed it to her, in
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one of his letters, hefore they met, "I love your verses with all nmy

neart, Miss Barrett

Ly, o s o o and I love vou toos"

Their meeting was planned by Mr. Kenyon, but, as Miss
Barrett was allowed to see only her nurse and physician, besides the
family, it was sometime before they were successful. Several letters
were written each week, and soon he gained admittances He went away

treading on air, he cared for no one and nothing, he was even forgetrul
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of his eating and sleeping, for he loved hers Robert Browning was

bound to give freedom and love to this wonderful soul, who had seen
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but the dark side of life. Her life had been spent in

for she felt that she must express, to someone, the beautiful feelings

and thoughts of her inward self. At first she was afraid of her love

for him, and then she not only finds courage, but finds
brighter and hapuvier.

The love between two poets of such high rank is unigque in the
annals of literature. They were the hero and heroine of the most
wonderful love story ever knowne. After they met, her life was
transformed and changed, not her physical soul but her mental soul was
reaching the acme which her high ambition had soughts

Now, that she had attained her full intellectual power, the

mental taint which followed became incy gly couspicuousein her

letters. The influence of Robert Browning on Elizabeth Barrett

Opened up a complex nature. It opened the fountain of love which

brought out that magnificent phase of life which opened and devoted




her woman's soul. He said:
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woman,before or since her days, has been
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inative power. She

her slight
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delicate figure, with curls drooping on each side of her most express-
1ve face, her smile, like a sun-beam, and her shining black eyes,

Portray to us her Y

wonderful

18 invincible, 35
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Neither could fail to profit by the other's genius and experience
Their union was so absolute that neither felt any need of a fuller
emotional life.

Elizabeth Barrett Browning's companionship with Robert
Browning has brought out her higher nature, and stronger themes which

now bore up her wing. Their cor

anionship was the
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highest, the most intellectual; and each felt that life was more to
them by their union. Mrs. Browning gave birth to a son which was th
awakening of a new phase of life. Her experience of mothérhood had
perfected her womanly nature, and in her son she put her life and
SOULe

Their home in Florence, Italy, was inspiring, and those who

entered it could ses
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two great poets were so happye. . It was
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10re that Elizabeth Barrett Browning wrote "Casa Guidi Windows, " =hich

was limpid, harmonious and classical. Before she wrote this

selection, her wholly noble

feelings had beensilently

recorded in a series of sonnets, which she soon published as 'Sonnets
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~rom Portugese.' They are but one more faithful transcript of an
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“Xperience which enriches tue treasurvy of high minded love.




i wi ] . T N ke
oonnets from Port

the finest subjective poetry
T 3 1T tevrati T | - -
in our literat on of love' and the

outpourings of

own great theme was

[taly and her beautiful home.

on was a i )se who came in touch
with her life found a stro of the Divine in the

poetess. Her practical as keener than the poet's

but she was less an artist than a poet, and she is the poet and he

the philosophercof twoe They
their yd 14 1an .

0f the children will never be forgotten whi

children in this

weakne: and f s, waat
s * e~ 3] 1~ -
'he affection o readey to her

by her broad tender knowledge of children, armd

her defense of her sex. Love and worship presided over her

he instinct of worshi

+ T -- > & P | - £ .
sSpects of Flizabeth Browning's 1lifes
- ; 4 -~ -+
Robe r ‘B2 oy ne f a eE
L] J ¢ - ' | - - - - % - - - 7 o~ o~ £ 1 ~
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new - near Day
out of Heaven to God.'
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saaness, and she held the same

death, one of the sweetest poems

in English literature was written by Robert Browning, as his tribute

hangs furled:

mist solace 1Iselves with the Saturn above it.
atter to me i f their star is a world?
125 opened its soul to me; therefore I love it.*
e SR U 1k of one left in solitude and sadness, but
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extraordinary marria 138 sincerely devoted to him.

1ce, that, after her death, he became

and ereated a literature of his own.

sadid to Ruskin: 'What would life be worth

'his one little saying helped

Robert Browning to aspire and soar to the teachings of his poetess
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