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About Me
• Lenexa, KS
• BS in Medical Biochemistry 2021-2024
• Accelerated BS/MPH 2024-2025
• Ready to Serve: Building a Day-1-Ready Public 

Health Workforce for Kansas and Beyond 
Scholarship 

• Work Experience: 
• Overland Park Regional Medical Center 2021-2022
• Pawnee Mental Health Youth Client Support Provider 

2022-2023
• Ascension Via Christi Pharmacy Technician 2022-

2024
• University of Kansas Medical Center MA 2023-

present
• SOF Writer for Parmele Disability Advocates 2024-
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• KDHE CHW/HIV Coordinator 2024-present

• Future Plans: Medical School @ KU Med in KC starting 
July 2025
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How Did I Get Here?
• Desire to apply the information I have learned and the experiences I have 

been a part of
• Locational Influence

Ratio of Primary Care Physicians 
to Population: 840:1
Rate of Uninsured Adults: 7%

Ratio of Primary Care Physicians 
to Population: 1440:1
Rate of Uninsured Adults: 12%

Data extracted from the County Health Rankings and Roadmaps (2025)

This issue is even more severe in frontier counties in Southwest Kansas
- Uninsured adult rate: Hamilton and Haskell Counties – 25%
- Primary care physician-to-population ratio: Gray County 5,640:1

- Lane and Wallace Counties 1,500:0



Public Health Agency Site: Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment (KDHE)

KDHE

Public Health Environment Health Care Finance 

Bureau of Health Promotion 

Cancer Control and 
Prevention Section 

Community Health 
Worker (CHW) Section APE Site Full-Time

EmploymentSection Director: Jana Farmer, MBA, CPC
Mentor: Olivia Burzoni, MPA, 
Comprehensive Cancer Program Manager

Section Director: Jackie Catron, MPH



• Early Detection Works (EDW)
– Established January 1995
– Offers free or low-cost breast and cervical cancer screenings to uninsured and 

underinsured women in Kansas

• Kansas Cancer Partnership (KCP)
– A collaborative network of organizations and individuals committed to reducing 

the cancer burden in Kansas 
– 5 Workgroups

1. Prevention
2. Early Detection and Diagnosis
3. Financial Burden and Health Equity 
4. Survivorship
5. Policy 

Cancer Control and Prevention Initiatives 



Product A/B: Breast Cancer Screening: A Patient and 
Provider’s Guide



Product C: Healthy Behaviors as Prevention –
Evidence Based Interventions (EBIs)
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Product C: Health Behaviors as Prevention –
Evidence Based Interventions (EBIs)



Product D: USPSTF Screenings and KanCare Coverage



Product D: USPSTF Screenings and KanCare Coverage



Product E: EDW Contract 
Workflows



Product F: Case 
Management Report 

Instructions



Product G: Cancer 101 KansasTRAIN Module



Product G: Cancer 101 KansasTRAIN Module



Product G: Cancer 101 KansasTRAIN Module



MPH Competencies
Portfolio Product Number and Competency Addressed

A Breast Cancer Screening: A Provider’s Guide 19

Communicate audience-appropriate (i.e., non-

academic, non-peer audience) public health content, 

both in writing and through oral presentation

B Breast Cancer Screening: A Patient’s Guide 19

Communicate audience-appropriate (i.e., non-

academic, non-peer audience) public health content, 

both in writing and through oral presentation

C
Healthy Behaviors as Prevention Evidence 

Based Interventions
7

Assess population needs, assets, and capacities that 

affect communities’ health 



MPH Competencies
Portfolio Product Number and Competency Addressed

D USPSTF KanCare Screenings Table
11, 15, 

19 

Select methods to evaluate public health programs 

Evaluate policies for their impact on public health 

and health equity 

Communicate audience-appropriate (i.e., non-

academic, non-peer audience) public health content, 

both in writing and through oral presentation

E Early Detection Works Contract Workflows 22

Apply a systems thinking tool to visually represent a 

public health issue in a format other than a standard 

narrative



MPH Competencies
Portfolio Product Number and Competency Addressed

F
Early Detection Works Case Management 

Report
22

Apply a systems thinking tool to visually represent a 

public health issue in a format other than a standard 

narrative

G Cancer 101 KansasTRAIN Module 19

Communicate audience-appropriate (i.e., non-

academic, non-peer audience) public health content, 

both in writing and through oral presentation



Infectious Disease and Zoonoses Competencies

MPH Emphasis Area: Infectious Disease and Zoonoses 

Number and Competency Description

1 Pathogen/pathogenic mechanisms Evaluate modes of disease causation of infectious agents.
2 Host response to pathogens/immunology Investigate the host immune response to infection.

3 Environmental/ecological influences Examine the influence of environmental and ecological 
forces on infectious diseases.

4 Disease surveillance Analyze disease risk factors and select appropriate 
surveillance.

5 Disease vectors Investigate the role of vectors, toxic plants and other 
toxins in infectious diseases.



Motivation Behind the Project
With so many programs in place to support cancer prevention and 
treatment, why do significant disparities still persevere? 

In an ideal world, state-run programs would serve as a universal solution, 
ensuring equitable cancer care for all—but what factors are limiting their 
impact?

The University of Kansas Cancer Center. (2020). KU Cancer Center catchment area data. 
https://www.kucancercenter.org/outreach/community/catchment-area-data 

30% 20% 20% 10% 10%

Rural Patients Have Higher Cancer Mortalities

Higher Colorectal 
Cancer Mortality 

Higher Melanoma 
Mortality 

Higher Bladder 
Cancer Mortality 

Higher Esophageal 
Cancer Mortality 

Higher Lung 
Cancer Mortality 



Key Takeaways and Future Directions
Healthcare Workforce Shortages 

+
Low Screening Rates/Preventive Care 

+
Rural Kansas Hospitals at Risk of Closure 

+
Decrease in Federal Funding

?



Moving forward, the future of rural cancer care in Kansas will depend on 
investment in prevention, research, and policy reform. 

By addressing the disparities in rural healthcare, Kansas can work toward a 
future where all residents—regardless of where they live—have access to the 

cancer care they need.

Conclusion 
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