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3*tie ell not lo fluctuations so! power Machinery have

markedly sffeetad Kirnsee fsrn production In recent yc

To asoertsln whether these and other faetora ^-nve been ef-

ficiently potent to oian-e certain arrlculturol trends, the

?nt study woe undertaken. X-'ntll about 19S0 the aerea-e

of v*rioua crops and mashera of livestock had shown rather

definite trends, hut aftsr that tl-ae the tronde were consid-

erably altered. Boat of the changes were in eetabllahed

crept sn<5 livestock wl- ich were coraidered at beinf rather

fixed in the form orj'pnJsitions of K-ns«a. It i?»t hoped

-aore deflr.lte relationships nirrtit be establisbed between

these chantea and many of the l-sportant cor.trlbut inn ceuaes.

.srlod 15)1^-7? wns chosen tta the base period he-

eeuse eoncltlons at that tlwe were fairly stable uwl the

trends during those years repe-obled '

f earlier periods.

Also, the ".rrloulturtl *dJustsent Administration b«sed their

ram on thit period, snd the idee has develored that con-

ditions wore nearly normal during those years. Another

faetor was that the data ware sim readily available for

that period.



So materiel more recent I »s svsilable when

this study woe started; consequently, it Include* the period

- . e data on mmibera of livestock; acres, yields,

and r rlcee of crops; • ' machinery were token fros the re-

ports of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture (6) except

nonbera of livestock for 1937 ani 1^3?, which were calculated

from data obtained fro-i the Kansas Stats Cowrelsaion of Rev-

enue an:: Taxation. F.alnfill data were front cllnstolo-ical

reports of the ^•atfcer r.ureau or the United states Tfcpert-

s»nt of Agriculture (10). "i*»r items were taken frois

reporta of the Kansas state flaming Board and publications

of the Knnsae *prlcultur»l "ixrerlrjent station.

About the only previous study of tbl* subject in Ksneas

was wade by ?od<reo (2), who tr ceC. the tre-^a up to 1 ,

but dealt with the* over a lo-T-tia* period and did not eo-

phasi e sore recent years.

The plan ©f this study is to trace In detMl the trends

of the last few years and to determine the effeeta of such

fBCtora as decrease In precipitation. Increase In snail

power machinery, and the Introduction of the povernnent

program on the trends.



tells.

The soils of Xanaaa vary widely In origin, fertility,

oharacterl sties, and erop adaptation. Chanres in the soil

ususlly are so slow th t they ore not a factor in causinr

short-tirs ch^n.res in agriculture. However, soils do have •

definite effect in determining the type of sericulture thst

will be est«bl!9he<; in an ares and In s»dify' nffeets

of other f'-etors. In some cases, wind snd water ero'-ion

effect treads durlnr wcderBtely short period'! of ttre. In

turn, erosion is affected by ty> e of soil, topopr^'-bv,

eovsr, end wether conditions. iff, 1 shows the principal

soil regions of Kinase. Throctasorton end Ruley (

descriptions of these areas substantially as follows.

1. "esSdusl Soils from •'hale.—Located In southeastern
Kansas. Fairly old soils with distinct elay pan
development In nost plsees. Both surface nnd sub-
soil drainage poor. Topogrephy level to ^ently
roll' . ray te li-»-t brown In color. Low In
ll<ne, or-anie natter, phosphorus, end nitrogen
content.

2. Residual Sella froa Limestone, Sandstone, and
Shale.—-Upland soils of east central Ian . rsor*-

raphy varies from level to rolling or r«ntly hilly.
Heavy clay subsoils except on the more rolling or
hilly phases. Host of the area low In li"e, or-onlo
natter, nltropen «nd phosphorus content.



UHJMttl~; I

1 rations In Kanass.

' . 2. Avora?e rainfall In Kansas.

'lg« S. 'varsrs length of rrowlnf: ssason In Kansas*

~*
.

•". «•< - •"I- r u la Fhmmm in apt taally
cetarmiried (3).
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3. Slues! .__ -ig formed largely fro-'. 11-se-
stone snd typically shall©*, rsphy rollinr tc
billy. Good fans land In the v*lleye.

"••tern Residual •-•oile.—Comprises the area thrr -
out central Kansas, forawd frws limestone, sand-
stone and *hale. Topography 1,-vel to rolltnc- with
occasional hills adjacent to larger atpesns. s ii s

la lly deap. Sroded arens deficient In nltroren
«nr! orrsnle wattcr, Hrse and phoanhorus boco-nlaf;
''•flclont In eastern part of the re "Ion.

^okota Sandstone tren.--located In control find north
••Rf « nil* relatively shallow, sub'eet
to erosion, drouthy, aad low In plant food mater-
ials. Top©!*rophy rollinr to hill-.

Loessisl "oiln.—Slnd-deposited soils eo-.pr!slnr*
the bluffs adjaoent to the Wasourl ^lver Valley.
Typically deep with open subsoil, fertility fairly
I ' I except In eroded areas. Toporrsrhy rolllnc tr
distinctly hilly. xtreaely subject to erosion.

Slaalel "alls.—iaeeted in northeast is.
Topcrrphy broker, along southern and western
fins r\f aven. Cxtrewsly subject to a*
lypicnlly low In li-ne and phosphorus content, and
in eroded areas deficient in or'tntc aetter nnd
nitro-en.

''.

7.

B.

.

10.

Sorthem ' ind deposits..
'.hwest Kansas. Topo(

cept In vicinity of str«
<1epth. Abundant olsnt 1

water erosion.

•Ceafprise « great area In
rsphy level to rolllnr ex-
s-na. Subsoil open to great
»od. Subject to wind and

Outwash Plains (Heavy Soils).-Car.prlra the south-
west corner of the at'to. Deep subsoil and 1

content of ell plant food Ksteriels, but occasional
alkali spots.

Outwash Plains (Llrht Bedla),—Occur east of the
heavy outwash soils. ;"andy In nature and open sub-
soil, local areas subject to blowir . aid to
neutral in reaction, Seccninc low in Phosphorus
end orranie matter. TopoRraphy level to rently
rail]



11. Permian ^edbed Sella.—Kopresentfativo of south
central Kansas. Fairly fertile to sharply broken
areas. Subject to erosion, nwnimlnii deficient

ic matter, nltro en, n<J available phos-
phorus In eroded an

thern Brown Swsldunl In a.—relatively level snd
fairly hif£) In plant nutrients.

15. Plain* Marl >-olls.~Occupy the bluffa north of the
Arkansas Slver Volley extending east from 1.

Colorado line, "oils typically drouthy and shal-
low.

14. Dune and.--local arsaa throughout the entire
southwest nortion of the state. limited to grat-

.

15. ?ottort J>.nd or .^lluviol oil*.--Areas subject to
frequent or oceesicnal overflow. (Sot indicated
en nap)

Those of southeastern and east a
aro typlcll;.- be".vy, rinrk In eolor, subject to
frequent overflow, Ua9 poorly drained.

'oils of northeast K?nsaa are subjaet to fre-
quent overflow but t:re otherwise productive.
Drains,?* la poor In local eroaa.

Thoa* of the Ksw River and Its larger trl^u-
tsrlea vary frors olraost ^vtro aand to heavy clays
but with predominant cood drainage.

The volleys of the Arkansas and Cl-Tarron
Rivers have noils that vary from the taoet produc-
tive arena of the state to areas that are practi-
cally barren. • o-» areas have excellent loa-na and
sandy loassj other aress have water practically at
the surface «nd local areas of alkali.

3otto-*»lond soils aloiw: the streams of centra^
north central, tmt northweot Kansas are generally
high above the etreora bed and subject to only oc-
casional overflow. They are deep, well-drained,
h!(* in plant food materials^ and offer <>n excel-
lent reservoir for the storlrv- of soil moisture.



Topopraphy

±>e elevation of Kansas varies from less th«n 1,000

feet in the southeast corner to «or' ,^00 feet in the

northwest. Host of the eastern end northeastern p?rt« of

the stste are rolling with loesl areas of hilly land, Saab

of the Flint "ills region (Ares 8, Fir. 5) is too roucji for

the extensive u*e of f»rr» machinery, and, consequently, has

been left in pasture. Control and western Kansaa are level

to ^ently rolling, mskine: big machinery -ecnle

faming the c'oainant features of a-riculture in that area.

Precipitation

The rainfall of Kansas is extreaely variable frost year

to year «tnd in different parts of the state. Pi . ws

tbe average rainfall for Kansas. Normally, It v -on

worm thin 40 Inches in tJ-i© ssouthesst corner to a tely

rushes in tf-e west. This indicates 1 r-a is »mple

roinfEll in the oastern part of fee* state but V• t r> z' '-

t-tion is ths lisitlnj factor lr, orop p- the

western part. Variations fro* noraol are freauent, result-

ing in wide fluctuations in crop vields.



•Soaaon

Tha usual :T'wlnj eeason In Kansas varies froai approxi-

mately 200 days In the southeast comor of tha etate to 162

dnya In the northwest. Pip?. 3 shews the change In length, of

aaaaon from ona part of the stota to another. Thla change

hes a pronounced effect on the type of R*n»icnltwe through

limitation of adapted cropa snd obeaajea In total evaporation.

Yield of Cropa

The average ylalds of er© a for Xanaea ara ahewn In

Table 1. Theae yields extend only to 153? but cover a suf-

ficiently lonf period to lrdlonta normal ralntlorsMps be-

tween tha virloua crops by ty^e-of-f«r«!ln<* sreaa. Including

tha yaara alnee 1930 would lower the averages so-iawhst, but

It la doubtful If tha addition of sueh <in abnonml period

would lr.prove an upderat ending ftf these norwsl relationships.

The deviations fro-j thaae normals contribute to ex-l*natlona

.

of tha trends round In subse-ruent aectiona of thla st

TYP - - > fcRSAS

Typa-of-farndng *T9*» in Kaneoe ware first dollneetod

In 10S6 by I-odpwe and flri-oa of tha Department of Agrleul-

tur-1 'Sconoraies, Kaneaa Rt«te Collar*, and lliett of tha
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3ureau of Agricultural , -Ited statea Tfcrartaent

of Agriculture (?<). The areas as first differentiated are

shown in PIr. 4. ttlnor revisions hare been made, as shown

by Pip. 5, Char.pes have consisted of using county lines aa

the boundaries of the areas; revlalon of Areea 6 and 7 Into

Ca, 6b, and 7j division of Area 10 into three aubareea and

shifting of Area 12. A brief description of the arena

Tollers./3

1. Oeneral, livestock, ceeh- :•», in, self-suf flel' ,
poultry, 'r.lry. Corn rnd wheat are fairly well balanced with
oate of lees oe. Corn is supplemented by grtiln aor@>
bume. Hay and pasture occupy a larre part of the area,

:_. fiteneral, livestock, poultry, cesh-grfiin, dairy.
Corn Is more Important and oats and wheat are lies Important
than in Area 1. f>r«ln soriihuras are relatively Important.
Talrylnf is of more I ^rf""c« '

, 'ir-

, kiln counties.

' 3 . Cenerrl, livestock, deiry, eash.-rr^in, poultry,
self-suf .ici- . , "peelslly *holo milk production,
la eorsaon. Corn is the predominant grain crop snd is fol-
lowed in Importance by wheat and ont". Ifalfa is the chief
h.ay crop. Potatoes, frrit, and truck are grown.

' 4 . Liveetock, reneral, oss>-'-r<-ir;. rh.ls ares la
in the Corn Belt, Corn -nd hc« are 7»et Important with
wheat and oats aesej>eratively unlaportont. *?eof cattle,
alfalfa, and poultry are Important er.terpriaes.

. Scnrs
area includes the - -ias i

chiefly the Plue : t

.

feed eropn. "-he^t is sonetls*
Cattle are shipped in for the

1, esah-irrsln. "Ma
regies -^--irislnr

hir^s »r» the chief
or the Tore lersl It .

season. o"» eow horde
ere kept one a small proportion of the steers «re fed either
on rrnsa or later.

/5 The outetanding types are first listed in order of Import-
ance . Animal specialty and stock rsnch are not differen-
tiated in all cases but are listed torether as livestock.





__£.• Sasl- , Uveatock, «ener<a. -Sheet pro-
duction is characteristics of this <=r r,. corn an<! sow* grate

rbwne are frrown. Oate mm! elfelfa ere Important orops.
i iveetock aro more Important here than in the areas farther
w© nfc

«

** ';, ^» sl^H«r to 6a. Mightly aore wheat, less
corn, pasture, end livoatoek but mora dairying.

,." ,,
7 » Cash-groin, livestock, cpnaral. heat la the

ro-inent crop in tUi eraa, Yhere is leas corn and lose
oete than in Area e but more pasture. Livestock and dairy-
ing are of lees importance.

, . —r—— • Cssb-rrain, livestock, jrener<?l. This are* in-
cludes the western portion of the Torn Bel*, "orr. md beg*
are isiportsnt. 'heat la -nore important in the western part
of the ere ft,

— 9. Osh-e-rsin, soae general fsraing. "heat la
the meat i^portsnt crop in this arse, eo-rtpria'ns- on the•wage a Isrrw pereents-e of the f'.rn acrwe-a thnn in any
other area. Conaidersble own «rtf s^rrhua* -re -reduced.
Livestock *-e less important then In frees 6 and 7.

AREA 10a. Cash-srsin, «c«e livestock, and ??enerftl
rmlr.g. *heat occupies e lerge pro ort ion of the crop

area. Se*e corn, barley, tat grain tor^mm are grown.

I"- /' 1{!&< Similar to 10« but a»v« eeen-~r- in *nd leas
livestock and general farain?. There la oiorewhaat and leas
pasture. r in sor,e-hwae mr» of »ore inportanee and barley
la of less Importance.

.Oc. Cash-groin, livestock, and aorae reneral
. Hffc less wheat and rsore pasture, livestock, es-

pecially ran-e livestock, is sore Important than In either
Area 10a or M-sa 10b. The scr-huaw are the most important
of the feed rrslns.

_. ^iSiA-iir Caeh-grain, livestock, general. ^be*t ranks
rirst a-nonc- tho crops in this nroo but corn and barley oc-cupy inportont nlsces in the farming systems. Pasture endbeef cattle «re important.
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lp. Ce»V--rs.ln, ranre livestock, sor>e general
farming. Tills li •irt--'r«sr> gracing region, 'lf'.ou^h
thousande of acres have been brolnn In !.he l«st 10 yerrs, a

per c :nt of the fsrn land is still In paotura. heat
Is tVe Trinelpsl crop. so^e b-rloy, , ry.3 rrrnin sor?->

huras era grown.

ni*TRI3CTI0» OF -OCIT

The aapa ehown on Plates II to VI, inclusive, show the

distribution of erops and livestock for the perl : -

This v.nae period was used because the material vss available

and alao because It coincided with tfc«t used for tho o-ov^rn-

aent rrocra-na.

Wheat

Wheat «crea<-e ia concentrated in centrrl laneca, ex-

tending east to the Flint ::'llls, northwest into Area 11, and

southwest into /lro» 10V-. It ia not so prominent in Area 10c

or Area IS becauae of the l«r.*o amount of pasture land.

Area 10c is rou?h r,nr! larwly unfitted for oth- r then paa-

turo, while In Area 12 soil type, low precipitation, end

evaporation are not c-"duelve to lersre acroac-es under

cultivation. The acreage ia a-sall in the esatern and north-

ern parts of the state fcee«u»e of the greater comparative

advantage of c?irn.



: TO II

. 6, Aer~s of *b«-t in Iwraaa, 192P-32 tvercs.

. 7. 'eras of com In Kansas, 1<? '"•-JC nycrsro.

m f>f ontn In Kansas, 1929-32 avsra,re.

•
. . Acres of bsrla? la Cansaa, - <i«r»w.
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Com

Ccm ureas* is c^ncentratac5
1 -irsrely In esstnrn

r.-rU-orn Kansaa, and is relatively lass widespread r

wheat. Ce aiderable oorn is r«iaed wws: !11,

•ad MtvaftSag west, south of the Ark* *,,,. ,'!v?r. (Me erea

has considerable asndy land which is Jarre su!t«Me fcr row

crops than for wheat. The corn acreage extends west nloag

the Hrtttn border into extreae northwaat Kansaa, ma ella-

-tic f*etora in that ares—such as rainfall and evaporntion-

make corn aor* desirable f ~f8 .

Oats

The acre*?* of oats is larrely in eastern Knnaaa and

iacaedietely wast of the Flint rills. The odaptstlon da-

creasee tcwan! the west. ?n examination or W . nd S

J-dicates tint, from a r ~ ni standpoint, oats and

barley »r« soswaihat eupple-ientfry. M '--ute l»r.'ely

to t'e feed supply. The pi see of oats, particularly, da-

penda upon excellent fee | J ties and suppleTnentery

relit ie-^M-s with other farm enterprises.
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Barley aeres-'e la concentrated lsr~t>ly In the n-rthweat

part of the state; thla indicates the dwslpaMllty ef other

feed frrolrss in other ' the state, Ch! *n£

winter killi-.o- ?rob«bly ere the factors In the

eastern hslf oj" '.he stnte.

Sweet '^orphu'ss

^wwet sorrhtrra ere widely ocnttered over central and

eastern Han»«s, extending east into the Ilia. Alf-

alfa la raore desirable In northeast Senses and prairie In

the southeast part of the state then are sweet sorshtBaa for

feed ("lgs. 12 and 14), The uae of aweet sor^hijisa for

sllsre has been en laportent '"-otor In Its Increealnp: tapoM*

anea In the stnte.

OreIn sorzhuna

flraln aor-rhwaa «re concentrated In M cast and

southeast parts of the at . wr<sn?t> In these

two srese Is (Sue to soil "mi cllnotlc cc ri '.ch iu»l»

eorgfcun reduction B»ore reliable th?n corn.
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Fig, 10, crcs of a»eot sorrhums In Kansas, 1928-32
avoraga.

'

. . '

.

pm of -rs'.n sor-rfcuras in Kansas* 1925-32
average,

. : . Acros of alfalfa In Kansas, : - avarn-o.

. 13. Horaa of swoot clover In Kansas, 1C -
averapa.
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. 14. crea of freiri* hey In K«n»ss, 1923-52
tverone.

. 15. tMWi ?f ell I.j-.y 5-
,

- «Trer*Pe,

•i*f>« of fltx in KaoaM, IMfeSfl av&rF .

. 1". ores of Irlah w?t«to«« In ftrr.scs, Immit





Alfalfa

Alfelfo aerea*?e Is confined lar?»ly to the eastsrn half

-f the stato. Tba acreage la low In the southeast corner of

lk« state, due to acidity of the soil »nd to nl'^vn fonee-

• wt'ch are not suitable for alfalfa production. The

Flint Ellla area also la low in nlfalfe screare beeevse of

tha ler?e aaetint of psature and tha shallowness of the soil.

There Is considerable aeroa.^e extending westward In "ree 8

along the northern border of the atate. Cor^iderable alf-

alfa la r lae<J on the bottomlands In central Ennaae and west

alone tha Ark-maes RIvr. The small acreage of alfalfa in

ney ond Kearny counties la "Bade possible by Irrl -stion.

Sweet Clover

Sweet clover Is grown largely In northeaet Kansas and

In an area extend <nr south In the Flint Hi 11a. Rweet clover

la used largely for soil 1-nproveaent and pasture, a ?»et

which accounts for Its uae In the Flint ':llle re
-

. ha

aoils of aoutheeat K&nma Unit its growth thrre, anc? west

of tho ?lint lilla the moisture often la not adequate for

satisfactory stands.



Preirie Hay

Area* whore prairie hay Is grown are concentrate* In

eoutheast Ken»aa and extend northwest serosa central fancae,

Fralrie hay *akes up the major roughage In southeast Kanaaa

because alfalfa and other legusa erops ere not adspted to

that er«fi. Considerable hay la cut In the mint ''ilia

region an£ la uaed as winter feed for cattle wMch uttlle*

the paatura In the

All Hay

All hay lneludea tl~»thy, red clover, sweet clover,

tan* rrseaes, alfalfa, oowpeaa, sdllct, eoybeana, and suden.

The dlatributlon cloecly approxlaatea alfalfa and prairie

hay eoefcined (Figs. IS and 14 )j thle indicate* that theae

two crops -sake up the hulk of the hay uaed in ^risBa.

Sw*et sor tuaa replace hey orope in western Kansas (*!-. 10),

Irlah 1'otntoes

Commercial production of Irish potatoes la concentrated

In two arena, the Xew Slwer Vslley of essterr. Knnsas, and

"eott county, There la considerable eerea-e alone the lower

r ache a of the Arkanase River in swdpwiek county and eouth-

ward wrich auppliea the ryirket at Wclite. The reat of the



scrcsre is ectterec' over the state and 1b lsrrely for horn

l<:x

Flax le a localized crop centered In east central Kan*

•ss. Suitable soil ond climatic conditions and a linseed

oil mill at Frodonla have Jtept the crop confined to thle

rr . It 1 •
I nseed -

'1 la or. ta I aV< I-r'r, '.' c.

acreafre haa not been lnerer>eed rapidly In Knne>>e, a fact

which, indieatea that other crope are :sore suitable, 'ow-

ever. In ao»» areas flax haa a definite pl-ce In the fans

-:lt»tlona.

Swgar Beets

1 ere Ja a localized area of aupar beet production In

tta lr.-i-oted portion of the "rVensss Hirer valley around

Harden City, Where a e«sar beet f*otory la located, "iraall

MPMfM are scattered alonr the Arkaneaa 3i*er but pre not

of rreit Importance.

Broowccm

Srooacorn la concentrated In the southwest corner of

the state, with e anell acreage In east central Kansas.

Thia erop !s of mirror l-nort-rscc.



I

'

. I . Aer?s of sugar bests In Kansas, 1" -r
munui

. 1% tares of broomorn In Kansas, 19£f?-S2
'

Fig. 80. SnaAMSr of horass snd itules in Kaunas, WW*

-' . 1. Buabsr of milk cows in Kansas, i





Kereee and Rules

Pontes and raulee are fairly evenly scattered over the

state except for the T.lnt Hills and the western part of

the state, which are low In nusibera of horse*. The lar^e

nnnfcer of both horaea and trsctore In central Kansas re-

flects the ler?a proportion of the lend under eultlvetion

there. F1p. 28 shows the nuabers of tractors.

Kllk Cows

Milk cows tend to be concentrated In the southeast

corner of the state because of the eondensorles located

there, around the Kansas City market, and around Klehlta.

The nusiber of milk eowa In the ?llnt Hills area Is small

because of the large nurabor of beraf cattle, and In south-

western Kansas because of the smaller number of t*-rx» and •

lsek of suitable markets. Also, the cfirryln* -apaelty of

pastures In the western area la much leas than In the east-

ern p»srt of the state.

Other Cattle

Other cattle tend to be concentrated In the rlint "Ills

rorloc, the pasture region of Area lOo, and a minor area In

the Dakota Sandstone region of north central Kansas, "here



N
•re lcree numbers In other part, of the etste except in ox-

''"• ••8t««5 Kansas where the carrying eapselty of the

paatsires la low.

Sheep

9to«ep production tends to he .potted within an srea In

•eat central Kaneaa, one In the south eentrl portion,

another around riohlt*. one In 'Utchell county, and a larger
•eattered region In Areas 11 and 12. aheep in eastern

M are largely in euall farm flock, which are used as a

minor source of inooae and to help keep the farms ele.n.
The nuabers In the central and weatom parts of the atate

sre largely a reeult of the practice of pasturing ,>eep „n
wVeat durlnr the winter.

Vers

Kog awfcera follow closely the •era-producing area,
being concentrated In the eastern, MWttawter*, mi nortv-
arn parte of the state fn* 7). U* .re fairly widely
aeattered Mim-g.m the atatc, this indicates that they
are an integral part of mat fsrra organisations.

Rene

mm ere fairly widely scattered throughout the at«,te.

The number, are emsll 1„ the Flint Hill. 8nd In we.t cert
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Fir. 22, Kumber of otbsr eattlo In Kansas, 1928-38

. Nu*ih*r of 8h«»r in Kansas, 1929-33 everara.

. Svnsbar of hoc* In Kanaas, 192*-SS *v«rairo.

. Humbar of hen* In Kansas, 19S>8-32 av -raw.





Kens'.*. The. fact that ™>st of the hens »re In snail far*

flocks indicates the few firu In these are«te.

TRMTOB OF »*CT0S8 »F1

Rainfall

Halnfell during the period 192P-3S w-s below normal

(Fir. 86), The straight-line trend shove that the rainfall

decreased .76 inches per ye*r~a totol of ^.4 inches for

the 11-yeor erlod. The cf«no was wrsetieally uniform

throughout the atate and aost of the precipitation occurred

durlnp the prowln^ aeasr '
. ?7).

This decrease In moisture has been the major factor

causing changes In the fsrmin* systems. It made MM erowlnp

of row crops, eapeclally com, store hazardous, thereby

cb»n-inp the relative fdvsnta.Te to small srri»ins. This fact

Is hroupht out strlMnrVLy in the orop trando, which s'rw

the wbe*t acreage increasing and corn acreage decrease .

Jtolsture conditions affect livestock Indirectly by causing

shifts In feed erors.

*»Jat>er of Tractors and Combines

The number of tractors and combines increased much more

rapidly In the eastern part of the state then In the western

part since most of the areas In the western portion were
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already powered with trictoT hi '.nOS

before 19S*. The :rtr!c!r-a factor cnusinr this increeee

•as the Introduction of emll trector? and oo-blnes, a I -

dltion w' ich -de It possible for snail farmers to use these

machines economically. The nustoor of tractors reached a low

In IMS and thon increased rcpldly (Fig. 28). This decrees*

before 1935 was the result of low fan incomes In that

period} this sjade It Impossible for the farmers to buy new

tractors or replnoe old ones. Fowever, the Increase after

1933 was especially rapid. In Aran 10b the numbor of cons-

bines decreased *. ths last of the period. Thie was caused

by the decrease in the nursber of farms, which means ttat

les-a power was uaed to hsndle the acreasre. Coupling this

v e fwct that horses decreased rapidly (?1 •. 5e), it

appears th«t this area had stocked staehlnery too faearlly.

The number of tractors In other areas in the western pert of

the at*te regained relatively steady while the n>-»ber of

horaes decreased.

This Increase In tr motors «nd combines has had, »nd will

' awe, a profound effect on vrlcvjlt'iro. Al-

though rnoiature has been the '"eminent factor in •*•»]

shift* freT. corn to whest, there undoubtedly sro f<srr»rs

who planted wheet or Increased their aeross-e but would have

continued to rrow row ero-s 1 it had not boen for the
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27. Jrecipitntion for year* bihJ for growing
sensors by tyne-of-farming areas in Kansas,

-3°.

'

. . '..'umber of tractors an<5 combines by tyro-of-
fsralnr are*e in !'°ns's, 16 - .

v rare yield of crops by typa-of-fnrajing
areas in Kanaes, 1CTS-58,

••('.. v^r e prloo of crops by type-of-fer*ing
areas in Kans*' ,

-3P.
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Introduction of anwll saehlnes adapted to this purpose.

However, smell tractors end ecuip-iont now are -tore adapt

to the cultivation of row crops thnn they ware formerly.

The ecr-bines snd trneto"* will hove an effect on the

trend in the future. Kith conditions fitanhta to rrowirv

corn, farmers will not cease whent production unt ' 1 the

present machinery is useless. Many farmers will n~i

to rare horse-drawn machinery beeruse of preference for

-icwer machinery and a shortage of horses.

Yield* of Crops

trend of crop yields tended to be in the sane di-

rection as precipitation. 11 yields decreased rather

sharply in 1929 because of Oeeroased moisture. In 1930,

row orop yields deere-s-.' nd snail grains lrcreeaed. This

la the result of cmple moisture in the aprlnr to nature a

p-ood crop of smell grr-.ina hut dry no^dltions Awing tfaa

sunraer which nut the yield of row crops. Yields of all

crops except barley and Increased i« l»SJ as a '

r« sult * istributici of rainfall. Barltty nnd alfaUa

yields decreased because the total rainfall was inadequate.

, yieldt, of all crops decreased except slfslfn ^nd

corn, which increased so-newbat. The yields of these crops

Increased bee use these cropa were planted on the best land



while other crops were Wanted on les* desirable rrourrf.

Yields of oil crops .'eeressed in 1933 «nd 1934 err? a

of the crops, such ss corn, were virtual failures la

Yields of all crops exee't wheat incressed In 1535 becuae

of I

'

•seiplt^tlon. "eeauas of weather coT<<*ltlons In

the fsll of 1934, there was heivy abandoneesnt of whe-t,

which caused w»:»nt yields to deereaBo. In reality, pri»ln

Jiisjw were a failure In 1934 and 1936, tart they were not

tabulated M sueb by the Board of /Vnrleulture. Yields of

all crops except wheat deereesad In 1936 because of decrees*

In precipitation. Wheat yields in 19:>6 increased beo<>use

precipitation the yo-.r before had w»de planting condi-

tions favorable in the f till and the crop waa matured before

it suffered from lack of -moisture. Yields of nil c.r-'

except wheat and hurley increased in 1937 because of In-

creased awisture. The yield of wheat decreased bec-use of

poor sending conditions in the fall of 1936 and the yield of

bnrloy decreased because of low<»r rr.?nf<»lJ in «prll and May.

Yields of ell crops increase? in 193P, with the ej

of whe?t snd cat?. '*hei?t suffered froa poor sec ' fii-

tiorsn and oats lodped as a result cf excess moisture

the growing period.

As will be brought out l^tor, there Is a direct corre-

lation between the yields of crops In ens year and tbe



,ereare the followln- year. TMs correlation la espeel.lly

noticeable in the western pert of the atste.

Prices of Crope

Price* of nany Kansas products ere determined largely

by f-ctora outside the etate. The price of wheat, particu-

larly, is Influenced by tM world market. Cora pricee are

MM closely linked with local coviti.r.s, depending on

"ether, noraally, a larjre prcrortlon of the corn la fed in

arena where relaed.

In MM***, prices tended to fluctuate lrweraely with
crop yields he p«rioc- ^m^ study. All -ric*r fol-

lowed the MM trend, exeept wheat prices, *. } Ch increased

In 1C35 beeaua. of low ylelda and h!,* .banflonraent in 1934
and lese and the eon.enuent low prMMtl .

•

„on of

ftm* » and 30 MM* are was not perfeot correlation
between yield mt price, for In those yeare when part of the
yield, increased snd part deere seed, the prices ,11 war** la

the mm direction. Indict'., tv e interrel-tlmwMp between

«. It is noticeable, however,
I ™ went

in tbe opposite direction of changes in the Majority of the

yields. Wil, situation dieted beeauee of the correlation
between K,nea, yield, ,nd the yield, in other produc

I

"*esa. Another factor which entered Into pricea waa the

•MM, w* loh was partly responalble for the low price.
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of 1 M» upward trend sfter*~r><j B .

3ovemBont Program

The a<-rlcul; ^ nt

hai-e exerts conalderoble taHawM on the agrieult** of
Kaneas. B -\srnne hay* attempted to -i e0
of fern products by reducing production. The -wstVod *».

-ad has been to par the farwr, for the use of the land
an out of cultivation. There alao has bean an attest

to -tablllie agriculture snd conserve the noil by lving

M«t 'or following soll-conservl-r practices *,«* ns

atrip cropr' ,
-

\ ...

thereby leeaenlnr the r5*V (feat la Inherent In f-r~-

to westher nnd other factors.

The flrat propria we. under the tg* IJnlnM
Act of »,T , 1935. m« Included the wheat reduction -

end the ccrn-hor reduction program, -he whe.t redaction

rtti rrorldec- for . 1 - ,rcent decrease In whm to
1934 fro. the 1930-32 beS =. ft. 1955 pPogrs„ ppovld<S£, fw |
10-y.crcent reduction In wmc, ft*, the 1P30-32 6 ,M| wMl.
t! e 1J)S6 profT^ PH^r#<1 , ..p.^.^ reductlon# 7>fl copn_

, nslated of plr nnd so. buying and slaughter
Ma m the fall of 1933. Und.r thla phase of the rro-

, COS.OOO pips were purchased In Ksnaaa.



The | provided " 'leu,

froi the l<>3?-33 base, of ?0 percent ir. aern acreage and 28

percent In the number of .In 1635 • reduction of 10

percent fro^s the v aec per loc! was required for botT corn «nd

The eddltlor.fil provision was mode that the farmers

(•o produce 25 percont of the normal nuribor of *I

'loo Included under the \.' f wss the eattlo-buylnp progr-

In the summer and fell of 1954, when 521,171 cattle were

purchased In Kins us.

declared unconstitutional by the United

!»' Supreme Court In J'nusry, 1936, because of the oro-

cesslnr tax employed to raise funr j to pay the allotments.

rasa 1-racdl'toly peaned the act prowldlns; for the '.rrl-

e«lttapil Conaarratl-: POgraa still remains

In affect.

attempts to reduce crops wv loh are classi-

fied as soll-depletln — ' ', c , , 1 rlew,

oats, flex, raaai«B\l . ] conser*- -

tlon Program special nllotraents were made on these crops

fro-. 1936 to 1058 except for specl"l illotrient ?"cr corn

In 1938. The probata attempts to Increase roll-conserving

and neutral crops. o« of the soll-conservl ore

alfalfa and sweet eloverj soma of the neutral practices are

rrowlrr sweet sor?hnae, f^llowlnp, or leaving the land Idle,



Con-
Tables P. -nd 3 she

serv- ti— ?rogrsm In Keaaha county. These taMts show the

percent of •*•*« in crop acree and chanre In numbers of

livestock 'or compliance r>nd non-oonpliance forma. A study

of the lost coluan of Tabic ?-_nB t c?on^e or. ? f»ra»—
*s that the prcgraa >«a instrumental In checking the in-

crease in the acreage of * eat. Coapsrieon or thia Wth
liter (lata indicates that the | stabilize

the trends to »ow ejttent. *t»el«lly noticeable M
few* waa the effect of the prograi In aaintainin- the

acreage of le™*»s. Trie h«4 a definite effect on the llve-

atock e,,terprla*s and prob-ibly lessened the tenancy to

aMft towar
. --m »a» instrumental in

MlBftaSnlog all livestock axoept aheep, and the Mie>l« on
• ia ao mil that the reeults ar . , .,,

welntalnlnp 1 livestock on the co-nrllanc, forms ia reloted
to the attempte of the p | stabilize the agriculture
f the etate. It arast br z0 - th 9 t only 50 percent of

the crop land in Semahe county war. in the program.

The effects of I „. .pparont ln TrPTln ... ,.c -.ee8
throughout the etate. The ef-eet was greater in the counties
in the western pert of the state where 90 to 05 percent of

the fer*era were in cor.pl iance then ln the eaatem counties
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her* only SO to 40 ptnttf or fewer were 1^ —ice.

The compliance was low in eastern Kansas because th

had "tore elternctlves, better yields, nnd fewer failures

than fsrjsers In the western ?rt of the state and, there-

fore, were not so dependent en the programs as a source of

inco-e. It also 1* apparent -ny fsrasrs in compliance

would have farmed about the sane whether they complied with

the program or act, A »itustlcr of this kind greatly les-

sens the effect of the program. The aorea?e thrown out of

production In western Kansas has teen largely diverted to

idle and fallow, while in eastern Kansas the sur-luft neres

were . . > is tended to maintain roi

conswlnr livestock In the eestern - the sti-t'

in the western part.

heat Abandonment

Abandonment of wheet usually is »n- lmpor tor

only in the western one-half to two-thirds of the state,

Sfoet of the abandonment In setter-; »nisss is Intentional;

Is, the *ye«t is pleated for fsll and winter pasture to

be plowec' up snd put in sprlnr crops. The abandonment in

western Fsnsea results fr -m soedln- In poor seed- led condi-

tions, winter kill in , Mowing during the winter. Theoe

conditions sre direotly associated with lsek of moisture.



here is a direct eorrei treen acreage of wheal

*>erea of spring crops rlnntetf in the wer;'

part of tbe stote. As will be brought out in the discussion

of tie trends of crops In these areas, the acreages o" corn,

sorrtums, birloy, and. oats Increase materially in years of

wheat abandonment.

^ize

Tbe tendency for avarice size of feme was to

increase from 1925 to 1930j it then deereeaed silently by

1935. This tendency was true for most arena of the state,

but there ware parts where the averse* increase:! in all

t'reo perioda «nd ot'er p»rts whsr-3 t>-e slse decreased

rapidly fro-u 1930 to IMS,

The increase in averse else af fsrrna Tv to

1930 was due to tbe increase in nu-aber of larre-siee I

end the decrease in middle-else fame. This indicate

analler farns were be' r,ted into the lprre farma,

situation was es.^elelly true in tbe western prt of

the state where there wea some renewal of fermateada.

deereaee in size fro-n 1930 to 1935 waa largely * recult of

tie r?pld Increase in the number of small foras aa a conse-

quence of the flow of people from oltloa to small, part-time

feme nearby where they ette-npteC to rsiae a part of t



living and obtai- town to

penses. IMa change was larfely fen the eastern port of the

atata around the larr«r cltie*. "here were areas In western

Kansas where the »<mt£smed to Increase in cver^e slae

from 1S30 to 1935.

The trends In the acreages cf croj-r a numbers of

livestock ere for the stele a8 „ *el, Bnd by typa-of-farm-

taf KM, PIMbn mi to YV, inclusive, 8re the trend

or. ao«I-loserith?,ic se *le BO th<rt pereents-e

eh»n.-os .44* be shown; therefore, one kind of ernt> or live-

stock isay he compared directly wit! rf the

trends ore fairly uni". t the at-te, with only

r variations fron area tc - trend* m\
-

oally front one part of '
I to «n^t> .- t> v~wiit. cr # iz may oe

noted that trends were not neerly so unlfom in the western
osrt of the atate as in the eastern it indicates

that tho^T-ieulture was not stable and thet permanent farm
orreniaatlons had not been developed in the western ares a.

Boat of the in Hveatock resulted frost adjustments

In the cropping system or changes in ylr .,ed by fac-
tors rationed. The nwaber of enttle wa* lna-.>enced by the

normal cattle cycle, which started and ended with the period
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under si there *«* little cyclical Influence en the

>r livestock, r'orse nvnbors showed a r-erslstent downward

snoveraent In each arer. , cut the rat© of decline wes aore rapid

so:* areas than In others. In the western pert of the

state, sbandonaent of wheat wss a major factor Influencing

acreage of eprin- crcris and numbers of certain livestock,

especially sheep.

!'
Trends for the state as a whole were rot so rec'iee.l

as :'•
.

stored the seat • «nt trer

sll> n decreasing i-spidly for tie rest of

-creese after 1058 was occasioned largely

by deficient rainfall (FifT. 25). This shows the 1-:,- which

exists between cause >.nd effect. Rslnfall decreased for

several years before It had an effect In decreasing the

ecroare of corn. Althoi: crops were hindered hy dry

weather, few of the major crop* were so 8-usoaptlble as corn.

The timber cf hors la directly linked with corn "^n.

the nuafcer deereased in 1930 anO 1931, reflecting the low

yields of oorn ir. 1MB nd 1950 . La indicates

the one-TOT lag which exists between cim -roihietlcn and

- number Inerensed in 1W \y



follow! Ismr yield of com In 1?31 and

vosce In corn acrcn-e in 1932 and 1933.

After 1933, the number o ccreaaed rapidly along with

tho decrease In corn acreage and extremely low corn yields.

The con- rera nlso w»a instrument ereasinpr hog

nurhTs aftc: Trend* In wheat acreage were about the

opposite of corn, 1: , to i large extent, fch-t w?-eat

snd corn displace; ir. the erorpirr- srsteii. As

does fslrly well under dry -
,

c-.rri In noet areaa of '

.

' rcrear.t

e -Rfire

widely used as a feed -.rnln durin.c the dry yenrs. DrgtauM

decreased after 1C55, however, beceuse of the relatively

/lelds.

Oate tended to increase during the period, supporting

the conclusions th'it, under dry :• -a, snail grain* arw

raore reliable than row ei

;y aerep.'-o decreased slightly unt'l . -miee

of llrht ah ndoment of wheat but then increased to 1P33

navy absndonsnent. There was a sharp decline in

barley acreage in 1934 because of poor yields In 1333 and

relatively less abandonment of wb«»t. The acrssre tended

slightly downward from 1934 to X99t becufc o<" -oor yields.



Sweet c

'od IF g rcov

inoraasinr pcpule-r.' ty noons farm*.

• lfs Be:- —esaod slightly Tint" ? a

result of bacterial wilt. I* serf fro . ,

however, as * eor.so^uenc a»rs' at 'ncresae

lepurae acre-; -. • <iccreaao after 1935 resulted fro-n dry

conditions «5al( ' rtf new

stands or Mm miintenancs of old , t desMRv by

srFssshopuers,

?lax and br -ire two of the

ate*. . V.teraaawO 'id Is a

r^flaet'on of the Termer's s: to aalit
-

'

Broomcorn acrsage fluctuated rat>ar radically. Bxewpt !n

local areas, Irish pot'tr

con:. . Ha daorease la the acreage of this or

cates unfsvc co>«»erel'3l product." --raw

lase In population otrer a large r*rt of the state.

'west clover acres e remained fairly uniform until

, after which tl-e It declined rather rapidly because of

poor aolsture .

of hens reaoined steady until 1PS4, but

then decreaaed because of unfavorable e^ prices, the fact

t v "t most hens are Vent In small farm flocJrp, U o fact

the masher of farmers decreased durin? this period.



1h* nun*- •

-

""* "'•eted ^t tie <, y„i,

° 7° BPB ror 3 nerval cycle.
The cycle in Xensa* ««. mM , iced thln fa tbe ^^

w as a whole. I„ 1934 Ibm „. mggM efl>et of a-
- «*« which deore,.e , Ib0r8# and th9 fana_

era turned to cattle M] <ve#

The *•»< of milk cows -ollowed the cattle cycle
fairly closely. The sbnrp drop In c.ttle nu*e •, frcn KM
t3 le36 we, , th, c ^
^icult-

.
trMnt Ministration wherev

of ottlc w.-e purchascC in tmmtmm in the sn,„er
] of

la the esr 7 -

1 1ncre«.ed ^ fch#B

-rowthof v -feeding
enterprise In the wertern p,Pt rf th, ,tate> ^^^

~»"*« • .- tf.e-.t p,,-

.
while the W.W. in 18S8 r9fUct. the increase in

pasture.

The trend In f ..„ waB wore ^r8lstf(nt

" type of livestock, heft* downw,re thrc

The number of tractors increased «. the
nwfcer of horses decreased (-iB . 27). ^l8 ladle .t.. tnat#



e adaptable slses, power

1

In ."pea 1 corn aerae'S regained eo-st»r.t until 1833

-i decreased but did not decrease ao much as for the

state as a ahole, showing the si;r»riorlty of thla area over

of the state as a region of corn prodne' -set

acreage decreased In 1530 ax 'oil owing yl«l a
I

It Increas-

ed Blifhtly "1, but

deol • ft 18"3 lr.i a result of s yield of 11."

i corn yield ?C.7 bushels !• 1VS6,

ers of tl-le area were rrowlnj* com whenever posrlblo. 'beat

Increasing TJOre tl -ceased, tes

3cre«, »e'* pueb as

ma nnd alfr.lfa. The acv mts Increased

veara of the period, roflec! >rlty of

small grains over row oro^a In dry seasons. 3arley acreage

upheld this contention by Inoreaslnp from less tb^n 1,000

acres to a»re than 10,000 acres, a percentage Increase of

nor* than 1,000 percent. There were several causes for this

•nenal Increase—.need for a feed -riln tc replace oornrn;
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liter**** until ]

hen declined rather- r soldi;-. .„ „

-tant enterprise In Are* 1 end, m they sre more

I>«eUt«Ml
, acreage or these erons did

. Airalf* ?cra».-« de-

creased -

, g a r-*au3t t enee of

bacterial w* . i^O t0 lrs5 by 1C4 rHW^p

j '^croasod rssldly duo to dry ***t' or-, "allur*

i

the

period, but «ith MM* 'kct.: . ond

the flu- t sweat »o~shun!s are

. 14).

It als-> la a en o* ... ,< rlax

m—C until iW( then decreased until 3 *• :rhich
ti^-e It rexelne !

, The avail aeraa-e and It*

fallur* to rsplae* other crops show V -t "t la not an 111II

t ent*rprlce, rotate acreage wea email and remained

•If uniform. Th* •creepe of swest clover re-wined rela-

tively atesdy until 1W8 and then declined rapidly because



BttBfcera of 1 8Hm0 trend

as for the stats as '. ,
• v ; .. h they ware low In V

* 1W2 « 'ollowc; the

the state err

state as a »1 . ' ~s* was w v-««

I there was a si 8rs

In

L« showed

«bout the ssne trend is 1 . • s9PB

• owed -a el nretN ar. decreased

..tie bwoli

lndloatn „nE not tM-
' t "t* ""

te trend

started dew* ..^

*f the

aroa. , , f

the state. The increase In tractors was as rppl^ «« in any



In this area, «1 M frora • position of -aeclum

t-.ance to that of the nost i~;-ortant -ea 2 1»

•noro of • corn ration (baa Ami 1, is at1 ' a larrer

acrer- , the trend was practically Ident' "he*?

<ed a totrl of the

. 's wss ac i In

ha perici' (lap

In b'-rlcy acreor* after . -

. ,

arm".

' an lugwptant p- .

be used

I una ware acre 1

'ros 1, but tha trend, was practically the Kama.

Alfalfa Is n acre important crop thin in .'re* 1

the acreage did n.->t fluot«."to so nuch *1W I was

about the or :->n of Areas 1 jmv" 2 as to eero-

, e?-ooi-»lly of whent ant' , indicates that the

noro ' a onterTl^e in the agriculture •-:«,

the le»s aub.leet It ' ™n"e. Tl -onclu-

slon that enterprise* which *re be*t adspted tend to be
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»ted In a particular area.

.

RCrer
,

_

tenpts tr e . wont

"

-

crease was greater and noro a

<*sct O- ise until 1554 is a re-

sult of fjumsrs' attempts to maintain legune aerobes while

the alfalfa aerobe was lov. The acreage decrease*', after

1934 because of dry weather. Irish potatoes 'Increase

t>,t f lrat part of the period but declined In the latter

The numbers of hens c'

o-s decreased store froa 1930 to ' ey

did In Area 1 or In the stata and Increased In 1954 Instead

or decraiislr. . This Increase In 1534 was dm ' v sr

is! s ef ccT-n In leh aada >c

"
' 1-

lowed the cattle cycle but the increase wea - -»«.t

4 as In Ares 1. Bilk cow numbers followed the

r cettle although t> was not no

nouneed. Sheep nuabera remained steady prior to 1934 but

biased In 1&.55 as a result of atteapts to replace other

livestock. The number, cf horses decreased more rapidly than

in Area 1. Trrctors did not Increase so rapidly, Vut the



kMM "

acraagc

•

-tiaat fl orn.

ly the sewe as In

aed s little more In tha latter

: or the . at acrasfte Jeers-see! pi' LtM

• |- ty

Of corn

-ained until .
"

, —n ware

, and whe>jt we 9 ta

decreaae . j aorea^c of oata tended to in-

oranaa rturlr I harley aer<5- tar

•otw ao lwpor

_

parea with row eropa in cry periode.

ss-oe trond is 1

fluctuate fo . indicates tfce rra«t -1 «nce of

•irn -in the f | aad its -billty

in thia area. The acrer - ' -lana inoreaeod until

, indicating that thoy wore mora rallahlo th*n corn; but



decreased In 1PSC - - 'ollowlr? extremely 1™ yields

5 «n<! 1SS6. The acr:*-e Increased li , , fol

lowing a yield of . uehwla In 1~37. 7; o acreages of

sweet I Inerensed throughout the erl r: exeept for

. Thla rapid Increase Indicates the lnereeaed use of

'tlas for forage and ella^o In place of corn.

Area 3 la the major commercial potato production

area of Kansas. 'Jhe trond of the potato acreo-e was down-

ward, however, because of unfavorable prices ind poor Sreep-

ine quality of the potatoes, ?>weet c lower decre-eed until

103J> but increased shsrrly In 1' 1934 becuae of the

attempts to maintain leerx-ies. The acreage decreased rppidly

after 1934 because of dry wether.

The trenda of the numbers or hena -nd mlllt eowa were

more definitely tfownwerrf f-?n In Are»a 1 - . Thla waa

Ir-flucncd' by the larre smouat of eonr-ercltjl production

cred to the other areas. Bering the period of unfavor-

able feed prleea many flocks and herda ware reduced. 'Ilk

cow numbers did not follow the cattle cycle. Trenda of hog

numbers remained more steady until 1934 than In Arena 1 and

2, but then decrensed about the seme amount. They remained

relatively steady until 1934 beeause of the major Importance

of hogs In this area, ^thar eattla numbers showed a wider

range between the high end low, but the cycle waa not so

even as In other areas. There waa a allnfct decrease In 1930130
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and the number remained steoriy fron 1936 to 1536, ""heep

ambers increased until 1C32 and then tended to decrense.

is in one of the more or leas localized are-is of sheep

production and the nuniber wee made up largely of s-nall farm

flocks; ehan-os were due lr.rrely to temporary doelrions by

the farmers. The number of horses deoreased rother rapidly

in this area alt -actors did not increase so ranch as

in Areas 1 and 2.

Area 4

free 4 le the <*ost iwpc- - slag area of

the state, aa the uniform acreage durinsr tMt perl

cates. There was a slight Increase in eons acreage v

1933 and the decrease after that time wsa not nearly eo

rapid as in other parte of the state, Cheat acreage fol-

lowed about the snme trend aa in Aree S by decreasing until

1932 and then inereaairv: rapidly, k- porently, wheat tende

to be an emergency erop In this area, replacln- other erope

in periods when conditiona are more favorable for wheat.

The acreage of oata did not show ao much of an upward trer

here, terxllnr upward until 1931, downward until 1934, and

then upward a*aln. Kermera appeared to place more faith in

wheat as a erop to replace those belnut discontinued fcl

they did in oate.
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Barley acreage Increased until 1932, decreased until

, end then Inoreaaed until 1999. This shows that barley,

like wheat, la an emergency crop end Is used only as a te-v-

porary and aorc or less speoulatlve enterprise In thia area.

Trends wore slmilxr to *rea 5 for the numbers of hens

and milk cows although the trend of Milk cow nuribers was not

so definitely fownward. The trend In mesbers of hens was

practically the saw* aa In areas previously mentioned. The

trend nf the number of ho^e was the e«-ae aa the trend In

the rest of eastern ''-nsaa except that It tended upward a

little more until 1054, supporting the conclusion tbat this

Is a better corn rerlon fcn*a other parts of the state.

tier Increase occurred In 1S>J6, probably as a reaction

to the precipitous drop In 1938. The yield of corn als>o

was comparatively good (14.8 buehela) In 19>55. rthor cattle

nunbwrs followed the cattle cycle but the charade was not

rronouneed; thla reflects the py*»ter superiority of ho<rs or

other livestock for feeding purposea. wftMa numbers were

rather erratic but did not show any trend either up or down,

belnr rather well stabilized In aisall farm flocks. Porse

nuabers decre-sec? HaTfag the period but not so r^pl^ly as In

"reaa 2 and S. Alfalfa acreage followed a ti^re uniform

trend hare than In other areaa. It decreased uniformly

until lese, Increased until 1935, end strain decreased. The



decrease after 1C3S was the result of dry weather nnd rrsss-

hoppors. Alt a acreage tm swell, ad sweet

aorghuroa increased unt'l 1935, sfcosinr the f-reiter rolls -

ity of Brain aorghoms over corn In dry period* and tha

Increasing popularity of Atlas for fora.-e. The acre a -a of

both crops decreased In 1C56 following low yields In 1956.

*weet sorghum acreage then Increased rapidly In 1957 and

1938 while the groin sorgfcu* acreage remained etea'y in 1957

and increased in 1939.

Area S

Area 5 la the lar-est type-or-farmin* area in the

state and cowers the flint Kllle region. The type of agri-

culture differs rroa that In the surround inf areas, "here

la a much larger number of cattle end the other enterprises

are tied In with thle *as.Jor enterprise. Corn aerobe re-

mained relatively steady until IP?;-, hut declined rapidly

after that tl-ne, lnd5- I -at corn was not so reliable

here bs in the areas Immediately eaat bee -use the decline

wea w>re rarlfi and etartod a year earlier. ho t acreage

did not decline so anch et the besr.lnnlnjj of the period aa In

other areca and rwawtrwd fairly steady until 1984 ( after

which tlae It increased, e?>eln Illustrating the lnwerae

trends of corn and wheat aoroaerea. Oata acreage shows a



alight upward trend but the trend w»s not unl rorm one. the

acr««"e dropped In tha last two ye*.rs. The lmreaae ta

barley acreage has boon phenomensl her*, fros less tl

1,C0C to .'50,000 f-eres. Qrsin sorghum acreage Increaeed

soaewbat until K-35 but denreaeed during the remainder of

the reMo*. Thla shows conclusively that amull grains were

aero adaptable than row orops in this area durin? the

droughts. Barley replaced corn and grain sorcbuma as a feed

crop and wheat took up surplus seres, e which ras not needed

Tor feed after the numbers of livestock had decreased.

Alfalfa acree-re followed the saaa trend here as in other

areas, ban) the ehanre was not so pronounced. The sweet

sorghum acreage increased during the period but not to the

ease extent as In areas farther east, This w«*a due to the

e eereapre was larr© to start with, sweet scr -

banal hwlaf s aafcv enter- r< --e, nc the Intr- -f Hlae

merely caused s shift in variety and not •> shift fro* c-

to arr-buwa.

• number of hena did not decrease so rapidly in

Arec 5 as in areaa farther east, since the hen populntion ia

made up largely of farm flocks which tond to remain fairly

steedy. The lnrge nu~hers of other eattle In Area 5 empha-

sise the importance of beef eattle in this area. The trend

wee not so pronounced as in arena previously discussed.
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Although unusually stable dwrln? the flrat part oT '

period, tha number fli<) fall fuirly r*pldlr «fter lP.M, due

to poor pasture conditions end shortages of feed. Store

fsvorable conditions toward the end of the period were re-

sponsible for greater nuateorr In 1930. The trend of hog

mashers was similar to that in other eastern areas. 3811k

cow numbers Increased sll-htly until 1935 but decreased

afterwards. The email numbers of iail!c eowa are lernely in

farm horde which are not subject to ^oajor changes", -heap

numbsra tended to inereeee durl ^riod, partially re-

plaoin- hora and other cattle. The number of horses de-

creased during the period »nd the number of trsctore

Increased materially.

Area 6a

tr»* 6o is more in the who«t area of Kansas, as la

shown l>y the lar^e aereare of wheet. w«m* acreage deoreaead

until 1533, a trend which started in 1927. The inoreaae

fror 1933 to 1630 waa about 580,000 acres} this ahowa that

wheat waa replacing oth-r orops during that period. Corn

acreage re-Mined fairly steady in the early part of the

period, increasing somewhat In 1933 after a yield of E4.7

bushels in 1938. However, it then ecreased rapidly due to

factors dlscu- sad in connection with previously mentioned



are ps. Oats acreage renelMel fairly steady i rerlod

and did not eon» in with wheat to replace row crops ae In

•aatsrn Kansas. Barley acreage Increased wore t 1
I tea

the original aerea-e the period, This su^-eata that

the barley region of Kansas has mowed eastward, at leaet

temporarily* Grain aorrhua acreage lnereeaod until 1035,

H en cseroasoe rapidly. The Increase roflecto the "Tester

ability of fTsln eor#niais, compared with corn, to withstand

dry weather. The decrease after 1935 wee due to low yields.

Alfalfa acres -e remained relatively uniform, compared with

othair areas of the state, excopt the extre-^ely rerld deeresee

after KSC. This wss caused by the extremely dry weather

that prevailed and made the prowln? of alfalfa a hasardoue

undertaking, Sweet eorgfcn acreage Increased until 1P55 but

decreased In 1936 and 1537 following low yields In 1935 and

he screens Increased M followin - rood

yield In 1937, The ?enerRl Increase durior the period may

be attributed to Atlnsj but the s-vll Increase, as ompared

to eastern Kansas, reflects the fTenter importance snd sta-

bility of sweet sorghume In this ares. Irish potatoes were

rather unimportant and tended to decrease over the period.

Hen numbers regained steady until 1934, then declined,

'Ilils drop at the last of the period was due to the decreased

of flocks and reduction la site of remalnir. • flocks



because of low feed •irppllw. Cattle sre rsther Important

here end the rowtosr followed the cattle oyele exeept for •

' -crease In 193C, due to the rsther r«pl<? Increase In

*>opt erea<*e r'
- M larger swount of «hect ~«sture.

The yield of corn res»lned relatively wore stable hore M

In the eastern pert of the state, so there wee not the large

decrease In hog masbere taking place during the early part

of Mm rerloi. The break etna a year earlier then In the

eastern area beceuse of low c»rn yields In lS-'3. There was

e large decrease In hc~ numbers In 1S35 and s slittit rise In

1536 beoiouse of relatively bettor corn yields In 1P?5,
'

the nunbera decreased In the last two years of the period.

Washers of sdlk cows tended to be fairly steedy, tVo

sll-htly upward until 19?-* but stnrted to decrease la 1"
,

reflecting the importance of farm herds In this area, Shsep

nu-rfbers remained fairly steady and low mvabera r e

period indicate that they are • ot en important enterprise In

this area. The number of boraes decreased persistently

during the per!

^res 8b

As the large acreage Indicates, this area Is in the

centar of the wheat-producing area of Kansas. V-beat aer«M»

followed the sans trend here as In Area 6a, but the ehen



'
. . PMMta at crop ser«*r* : for ami ,

-58.

'

. 45. Trends of nunbera of livestock for Area 6»

*

-3P.

'

. 46. Trends of crop acreages for Area 6b, 3

. <I7. TMatl of rruaabera of livestock for *r»a 6b,
- .





we« not so rapid* The acreage decreased In 1*38 end then

Increased Awing the reat of the period, replacing other

eropa which were rapidly decreea*. . acreage of a

rm rr\ upward trend unt 11 1999 dee to • series of rela-

tively --ood eorn yields aa conpared with eaatern ; fn«»8,

The rapid decline oftor 1933 amounted to BP percent, lata

acreage tended to follow the same trend ea corn, • H' ough

the decrease was not so rapid. The acreage Increased until

1933, decreased In 1934, following a year of poor yields.

Increased elisrhtly In 1935 and 1936, following fo*6 yields

and then decreased again the lsat two years of the «rlod.

The acre ape of grain tep^hoM Increased until 2' end thon

tiecreaeed tho rest of the period. The acreage of feed

PT»lne, corn, oats, and rraln sorghwaa followed the aa^e

trend. The numbers of all tTpso of gra ln-consu--

'

" ila

-onsed during the savly pert of the period and then i
-

ereaaed, following; the «««• trend a* the jrraln fe.

Barley «er««?e Increased rapidly until 1933 hut ".'scrnaaed

Materially la 18S4 following a low yield of 9.2 bushels the

previous year. The acre ere Increased e~'»in In 103C, how-

ever, and then decreaaed for the remainder of the period.

The increaee until 1033 substantiates the reasoning that

I <y waa belnp svceeaafully prasjsj because of an absence of

factors detrimental to It. The decrease after 1935 nay be



attributed to the rlcereeeed need for feed /'rain a.

•ge of swaot aor:~huraa w^s rather erratic In tt:Jf -erlort md
did not rol'ow any definite trend. These crops we * rather

it of the e-riculture of this area. Th* «-

of alTalfe did not riucturte so :aueh as In s»st of the pre-

vious areas but followed the saiae trend. The ncre-~e

re-nained rathor steady due to satisfactory soil which c«oee

not need ltae or fertilizer. *a \enfr u aolsture conditions

are satisfactory, the crop will Inst for long periods. In

contraet to the short life of alfalfa fields in esstem

The nwaoer of hens decreased uniformly t.vrowajjout the

period but at a relatively alow rate, reflecting the Influ-

ence of farm flocks. Othor cattle nunbers followed the

cattle cycle although the chan-^e waa not preat and the peek

was raeebed In MM inrte^d of 1=S4, atom belnp Uttle

ferenee In the two ywsra. The number of hoes followed the

as^e trend as in ereas pr-vlously mentioned except that Mm
decline started ™jre r*nlrfly in 1054. MilV cow mashers re-

asoned relotiwoly steady, showing the influence of far*

herds, ^he nujabcr of ehecp tended to lncreaae during the

period, duo largely to tho lneroasod practice or shipping

In lambe to pasture on wheat during the winter. The years

of decreases in numbers of sheep, 1931, 1956, and 1957, were



years of abort wbe-t r«*ture, T^e number of horses de-

creased rapidly at the ss-ne ti»e thst tractor numbers

Increased rap'dly. The nxwbar of tractors la lsr~e la

area, which would Indicate th«t the area hss bsen and atlll

may be overcovered*

Area 7

Wheat la deflnltsly the a»st important crop In Area 7,

and, as the trend avows. Is the moat stable. The trend of

acron •.: followed practically the same pattern as In Areas 6a

and 6b except for a sll;-ht Increase In 1330. T'owever, the

a war less than In tho previous ar-:«>9. Cm ecroar-e

was erratic, decrsaelnr slln^itly until 1C31, incroasirr In

1952 follow' 4 yield (13.6 bushels), decrees'

aliphtly In iMS4 decreaslnp: rapidly In 1934 followinor a

poor yield In 1933, Increasing In 1935 follo*inc: heavy oban-

snt of wheat aer"'-3, Ml declining after 1' , »t«l

decline of B9 percent until 193?*, when It wea » .

Tv ls indicates t 1
t Wi production In '!'ls are» la unst«Me

sad iaanrtlous. The acrr la aorehuas followed this

eaie c-eneral trend except that It Increased fro- 1931 to

1C35 with a large Increase In 1935 as a result of the abnn-

donnent of wheat. The decreaee after 1935 was not so repid

as for corn, indicating; that sorrhuoa are a mot* reliable



M
" sweet aor^hums else follows- this

trend with the eseer' ' **>• chen-as were not so ri

8nS the acreage incMined in 1P59, due to the foot th*t the

rovernr: llowed sweet sorcbuws to be rltnted on

neutr-.l lend. Out* nnC bnrley aoreage* fluctuated widely

without following a definite trend. The sharp drop in 1954

was duo to unfav 'tlona in the s^rlr.r ^nd

to the trorornaent program which was instrumental in "Ottlnc;

ore land Into fallow and feed crops. The slight inorease

in the acreage of sweet aorgfruos indicates this fact. Alf-

alfa acres.'-' remained eteady until 1935 and then decreased

rapidly. Alfalfa Is a. minor crop in this area and only a

•sail acreage is adapted to alfalfat the dry years made it

impossible to hold old atsnda or rot new ones stsrted.

The number of hena re-wined steady vmtil 1074, de-

creased rapldlv until 1986, »r>c! thin a-">ln renmir.ed steady.

decreeae reflects the drift of firwers ot of this

, the nuaber of flocks. The number of

1 cattle Increased until 1M«4 '^llowlnr Mm settle

cycle. The nuaiber deer-flsed sharply In 19^5 rs a result of

low yields of feed crops in 1934, There was e sli-ht in-

creaee in 1956 following good yields '
, and then a

deereaae the last two years of the period. The number of

increased In 1929 after e good corn yield In 1<>28.



Tfcey deoroaaed sligjtly until 1 1, increased rather sharply

in 1030, end then decreased for the rest of th« norlotf. Tbe

.-"eercosed totaled P£ percent, which nearly ellnlnate

froa the agriculture of thla urea. The number of milk cowe

followed the cattl* cycle, but the cv an*e wes net

ep nuribers war* rathar erratle, lnoreaalng sllgstly

until 1930, decreasing sharply in 1931, increasing until

1333, and U en decreaalnr except for an increaae in :

The aheap In thla area were largely lanbs wintered on whei

pasture, and the fluctuations were due to the presence or

absence of a-sple wheat pasture, The decrease in 1331 le

attributable mainly to poor pasture conditions In 1330

w' lea reeultei' in a decrease in the number of ewes, "he

decrease In nuobers in the latter part of the period was due

to fellure of wheat posture. Tbe number of horao* decreased

rapidly throughout the period although the nvmfcer of trac-

tora did not increaae rapidly. Thla indicates, as in o'

areae, that the region ha' too wuch dow: .

Area P reee-.bles the eastern port of the atate in t

corn haa been the major crop, but wheat dia- laced it la the

letter part of the period. Com acreage remained steady

until 1036 and then decreased rapidly due to repeated
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• stable

crc f. srs.'. sd relatively uni-

form until ir:o en<!
• reused r . There ws« a

bt Increase after 1932, however, indicating that some of

the corn was being replaced before the rapid chanre cane,

"eta acreage remained relatively steady, Indicating that It

is a reliable crop in tl Is aroe, AlTalfR acreage regained

practically the sane until 19TO, aftar which it declined.

The deeream in alfsl^s acreage was especially sharp in

10SP. The acreese of sweet sorrtiuns increased until 1835,

but decreased ehsrply in 19M with Inereeaea in tho last two

ye«:re of od. The 'nerease in aereace In 1PS5 was

the result of laree abandonment of wheat and the decrease

in l r 3C was the resu U or yiel . >nwfj>

of f-raln sorghvuiie decreased in 1P2P as a result ba>

orerae In corn acreage, th«n increased until 1035, :

crersed eh«r;-ly in 1036, the aoa» as sweet sorrtiurao. They

regained steady the last two years of the period. Barley

wae an irregular crop in this area, although the trend of

the acreage was upward, indicating that it waa heinr used as

•» f«er 'n lace of corn. The acreage of Virley de-

creased in 1029, as a result of the lncrc se in corn, then

increased the next two years »nd decreased 1-
, •>« crsin

me Increased. Sarley acreage increased in ln3f but



decreaeed In 1934, follow!:^ » ylelc of . -jIs In 1

The acreage Increased In 193S, foU nt

of wheat, and continued to Increase In 1036. There was a

t decrease In 1037, but the acreage increased again in

1938.

I number of hens followed the sane general trend aa

In aoat ether parts of the state. ;bera were .nsln-

tslned In the early part of the period to a greater extent

than In other areas of the at?ts because of the acre uniform

corn yields. They declined about 96 percent after ITS?, re-

flecting the rapid decrease In corn produet; . " or

cattle numbers follow*'.' the cattle cycle, ineroasln- until

1934 rnd then decreasing. They reaalnsd steady ?

The nusbor of ullk cowa followed the psneral trend of cattle

era except for a decrease In !

. a*p nu-ibere M
low In this are-a and re-usined relatively steady 'urlnT the

period. Indicating th»t they were not a aajor source cf in-

cone. The nuabor of horses declined during the perl«4 hut

not ao rapidly as In the areas of cent.ral i insas.

byex I

This srsa la In the wheat region of Kansas, and the

acreage of wheat was -core uniform than In any other area.

The trend of wheat aoroape wee elnllar to the trends of



Anaa Ga and Cb, dec tly until 1934 r.nd t . .
' -

ero'r . era Mfen-J Ir.craesed rapidly until 1333 because

yields were rolstlvely good and there la crueh sndy land In

thia area which la adapted to corn production. The acreage

decreased after 1933, however, because of low yields or

failures. The 3croajrcs of barley, sweet sorghums, grain

'•una, and oats followed the saaa general trend aa corn.

The acre are decreased In the early part of the period, In-

creasing until 1933 as n result of lerge abandonment of

whe»t, decreased In 19.14 because of poor yield In V' ,

reaawd alifhtly- until 1C3C, decreased In 1937 diie to poor

yields, • ssed In lM". Alfalfa ecrentee raaiat—i

ateady until 1936 because ntoc-.t of the aerobe was In the

Arkansas niver Valley and, therefore, was not affected to a

prort extent by £horta»-o of aolsture. It Idly

-

The auaber of hena had a alight downward trend through-

out the period, thia trend being accentuated in the latter

part of the period, other cattle nuabere fol owot! the

cattle cycle excepting that they reached a high In 1933 in-

stetd of 1934 and Increased somewhat In . numbers

ware low and decreased until 1930, Increased until 1932,

remained steady until I93ea and then deeroas .
i reaaona

for this arc the seine a* those Riven for other areas.



Voribers of railk cows w«re rather ir ut tenfc/* d~wn-

werc! duriiv- the -
' . r a similar rti».s, r of

hens decreased beeeui>« the number of fnrmars was .merest.'

p numbers increased until 19M, but with • sharp rlae In

1936. They declined rn;;idly a' tor 1935 because of poor feed

conditions. The masber of horses decreased rapidly through*

the per!

Area 10*

••t is the raajor crop In this region, but t'r flu

•tlons were trre- - in areas farther oaat, indict",

that oven wheat •roduet'on is not so stable «a It ml^ht be.

The acreage Increased until 1951 in res-jonae to low yiel

i-.er oro-,8. 8*treuiely low wheat -rices In l r ?l one! tv a

relative lraprove-nent of the yields of

end
"

isad e reaction contributing to smaller acreages

of wheat and larger acre: -es of other ere •••. ' eat acreage

remained steady from 1932 to 193e t after which it started to

t decreesod In 1938 because of rood seedin- con-

ditions In the fall of 1037. The) acreages of cor, rrsin

aorghu-aa, and sweet sorghums followed the oasw trend as in

1 arcs. They decreased until 1990 because wheat waa

replacing the*, yielding relatively better. They Increased

until 1933 because of la'' ' -nment o^ wheat In ]
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artr' , M?reaa«d in 1P34 becana* In 1233

and low whept •' •, lncreaaed »h*rr-:j-<r in 1938 because

of lar;»e wroat »b«aidrm~»nt, and then deereaead r«"idly s«-

^ of lor trm, tom BOVee^a. sf '"-ley

followed f-ls trend until ltM for the earne reaaina. It de-

ereaaed In 1935, however. Am to an extrewely -ocr yield In

1934 (1.7 bushels). It lner^iaed V-tm for two yesr-a but

danreaaed In 1939 beasme of ext- ' ~ *. ?ate

aeresre *M low,
, J sat***

tne-eaa-

'

'

ly U"til

11 declined rapidly until 1935, Increased

, ?eere»sod tbe last two yo«ra of th« r-iriod.

Tha aherp increase In 1S36 rrte a I be fact th-t the

fsruers had to work tba /round a*rly to prevent' blowing and

than put it In oata. 'lfalfa aer-fa** increased slightly

until 193C and than decreased elovly for tha rest of the

perlo . ' -Ifa la a relatively - nt are? in this

area and tha crop ia /Town largely under irri-sticn, which

accounts Tor tha relative stability of tha sore-

This ia the aus:*r baet srea of Kansaa. Tha su~ar beeta

are prown under irrigation, so were affeeted aoetly by M -

o»ie condition* rather than ellnete or oth<?r phy."
'



number of hens remained fairly ateacy until 1834,

decreaaod until I , r-roeeod in 1837, and then decreased.

trend Is the aam as for the state except for the In-

crease In 1937. Otter onttle numbers increased ratv.er

rapidly until K34 following the cattle cycle, and then de-

creased rapidly due to the cycle end to lack at t««i Hog

numbers increased in 1928, following a good yield of corn in

, decreased aliphtly In 1930 and 1931, increased sharply

in 1932, following a -ood corn yield, and then decreeaed

rapidly for the rest of the period. Stsabera of milk eowe

were rather irregular. They reaialned steady the first two

years of the , Increased alipfctly in 1831, decreBsed

-n ItM snC IMS, increased sharply In 1834, and decreased

Tor the reaainder of the ;#riod.

Sheep are a ainor enterprise In this area and the num-

bers fluctuated tbr©v--.hout the erlod, depending largely on

the amount of wheat pasture available.

The masher of horses decreased rapidly throughout the

period but the nuntoer of tractora regained practically

Steady, indicting that this area wae ualng leas and leaa

power.



'w 1'"

Thw un*9 of whent followed practically the as.?*

trend here as In Ar*a 10b and for the an-* reaeona. The

acreage of other erepa followed the general trerv? wf Area

10s hut was rtore erratic, ^rnln aor^nae aeroa^e deereaeed

until 1CSC because of the Increase In wheat aeren^e, in-

creased until 10SS becmco of ~ood yiel J e and heavy sbarv

sent of wheat, and deell-ed shp.r-ly In 1954 beoufe if poor

7lelda In 1955 and relatively low abandonment of whent. The

roveiwaont roprraa waa offeetlve In getting awe lane

Into fallow In thla area. There was a sharp Inereaae In

frmlm sor -hum aeros.-'e In 1956 because of the heavy e.bsndon-

meat of whent and then a alow decline during the laat free

yeara of the period. Com acreepe decreased sli - 1 tly In

1 29, Inereaeod some In 1«30, decreased In 1931, and ln-

creaaed eharply In MM because of heavy abandonment of

wheat. The aoreape decre^ae^. aherrly for two years due to

poor ylelda, lncreaeed In 1935 beeauee of whe*t abor>donment,

snd then deereaaed rapidly for the reat of the r-srlod.

The acreage of swet sorcjiuaa deereaaed In 19M ^ue to

the Increase In vhest serene, laer"«aed until 1933 beeauae

of relatively rood yields in 1932 and heavy wheit al

went, and deereaaed in 1^34 because of low abwidonw



«roe8oc In , creae-vl "or two years, and increased

in KS because the -averment prorrara allowed sweet ser -

huros to bo planter? on noutrol acres, "srley screaks

decreased until 1931, duo to the decrease in wheat aerobe,

inereaaad sharply In lf!3S because of wheat nbandomssnt, de-

creased until 10S6 because of poor yields, and Increased the

laat two yeers of the period due to the rspW reduction in

corn acreage.

Brooaoorn ia a ainor crop in tMe area and, aa tbe

fluctuations in acreage Indicate, ia not e stable ct" .

Oata are unltsportant in this area and the acres'* fluctuated

without nueh apparent reason.

Alfalfa acreage was low and remained .Tactically uni-

form thrcuffhovt the period, since noat of it was rrown under

irrigation and weo, therefore, net subject to eV.aiv?*s caused

by w isture conditions.

The trend in the nuaiber of hens waa downward throughout

the period, indieatinr the increase In the nuniber of farwra.

Other cattle numbers decreased in 1029 and th«n increased

with the eattle cycle. Tho deereaae after 1F54 was rapid,

reflecting the Iswk of feed,

numbers deeremaed until 1CJ1, due to poor corn

yields. They Increased aharrly In MM ''ollowlnr * rela-

tively good yield of com In lw»l, b«t ^eoreaser: rapltt*



after 1033 becnuse of ahortas* of rain.

Bilk eo» BuBbera follow** the general tren<1 of ot? er

cettle maabera by deereaoln" until 1S30, remalnln- relatlve-

ly atendy until 1033, lnereaaing 1b 1634, and then deellnln:-

akarply.

The number of aheap fluctuated radically In tMa area.

Tow general upward trend until 195 waa the pecilt of the

growth of the lawb-feedlr.f enterprise, while the ceneral

deellne after 1935 waa the penult of a short acre of feed.

The mwflsera deeresaed In 1531 and 1?S4 beenure a ~e-

tupe a. The nusibap Increased In W37 beeou-se of

relatively ^iod whe«t csature. T*-e masher of horeea de-

ercased rapidly throu-hout the period, al the number

of tractor* alao deeresaed In the latter part of the *wr!od.

Area 10c

Trends 1b thla area have teen alallor to those In

fcrea ft. ?Shwat acr'.spo decreased all-h.tly until 1C:3, the

reault of a trend wMeh started In 1P27, and during whloh

tl-o the aorea£«a of other ewi Increased. The ocrea-e of

wheat Incrwnaed duplnp the letter part *f the roriod as a

reault of poor ylelra of ~thor eropa. The acpot- ^rn,

•rain soprhuaa, sweet aor'hwns, oete, and barley tended to

follow the b«3» tpend. They lner »*»d m B, l«rf«ely



•• ft result of decreasing acres o *nd lar^e afcarx-oment of

wheat. Acre-Res dropped In 1054 because of low yield? in

1935, but they all Increased In 1?S5 except for eorn which

tended downward rapidly 'or the rest of the period because

of failure or near failure. The aer^a-e of -r-sln sor-huss

decreased fro* 1«?6 durlnr the rest of the period bee suae of

low yields. The aere*^ « of sweet sor?hws«, barley, and

oata lnereaeed In 1656 and decreased the last two years, ex-

cept for sweet sorghum* which lneresser: 5n 1*53^ as a result

of the rul!- government program be

planted on neutml rcrea. Alfalfa scrctt-a was extra-sly low

In this area snd re^oi od relatively stable. It Increased

to 1951 and then tended downward for the rest of the period.

This indicate* th^t only small areas are suitable '"or air-

alfs and, due to groundwater or drainage from higher areas,

fairly •ntlsfeetory stands may be maintained even during dry

periods.

Sweat clover Is relatively unlaportsnt and, ss the

trend ahens, was a temporary crop. The acreage Increased

until IPSO beeauae noisture conditions were favorable for

the securing of etande sad the wheat acreage was decree*' .

It decreased after 1930, however, because alfalfa was kept

on l«>nd whleh wee suitable for le-u-ies. Irish potatoes ware

mewwmewftwaft In this area end were rslsed only for how* use.
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The acres-© decrease -
" because of dry treat'

Tiie nuraber of hens decreased throughout the period as a

result of fr-rrers Trjovin^ fro» the area. Other eattle mat*

bers did not follow the eattle cjele aa In other areea of

the atnte. They regained relatively steady until about 1956

and then decreased the la»t two yesra of the period. This

failure to increase in the first half of the -erlod probably

was due to the effect of decreased carrying capacity of

pastures workln" a^plnst the norswl ctcls. r-ctc

was the lsr^e number of cow herds, whloh tender* to be a w>re

•tcMe enter-rise than feeding or wazlnj eettle. T>e de-

crease in the last two years was the result of extre-r* f^ad

shortage, "o? numbers followed the ss«m Eewr«fl tren-5 ss in

other Tv>rts of the state. They decreased until 1^31 becsune

of low oorn yields, increased until 1933 baenuse of sonewhat

better yields of oorn and larpjer corn ecreesre. "hey de-

creased nfter lf>33 except for a alight rise in MM rollow-

some corn production in 103:. itilk cow numbers decreased

'•'-e f iret pert of the period and then increased un-

til 1935, but decreased durinp the lest three years. ~he

decrease in the '"irst part of the period reflects the

decrease in nuribe* of farmers, he increase and later de-

crease during the rest of the period was due to the effects

of the cattle cycle, f:heep are a rather unstable enter-

prise in thla area. The nuntoer of sheep decreased it



•";moN OF PLATS XIV

Fig. 5C. Trends of crop acreages for Area 10V>,

Fig. 57. Treade of nuafcero of livestock for Araa 10b,
-58.

" .59. Treads of crop acreages for Area 10c,
192P-3".

r'i-. 53. Trends of numbers of livestock for Area 10c,
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but Increased rapidly In 1050, They then decreased for two

years, Increased to 1CS6, deoreaaed In 1P37, and lncreaaed

In 183?. These lrre.-ulsr ehanres were the reaults of the

slight emphasis placed on tMa enterprise, and numbera vera

largely dependent upon the STOimt of wheat pasture aralloble

although the chan-es were not entirely dependent upon theae

fsetara. The mawber of horses ecreneed rather

mfjeml the cerlod.

Area 11

wheat la an Important crop In this area even thou-J lta

acreage hee been rather errr.tle. Indicating thst it rasy be

a rather hatardoua undertaking. Wheat aereare decreased In

1029, following a ;oor yield In 1928. It Increased In 1930,

followlnc b root! yield in 1920, remained ateody in 1931, and

decreased in 1932 in response to extreaely low prloes for

the 1931 orop. hent s>cre«re then remained steady until

1935, after which it lncreaaed and replaced other crops.

Corn aereap* deoreaaed in 1°£9 because of low whe-»t abandon-

ment and remained steady In 1930. It lncreaaed until 19S8

because corn yields were relatively rood, remairred steady

In 1033, and decreased In 1934 berouse of mediocre yields In

1533 and a lower ebendomaent of wheat thrn for the previoua

years. The aereare lncreaaed In 1933, largely as a result



of abandonnont of wheat. It decreased rapidly for the rent

of the perioO, however, due to extretasly poor yields. The

•creates of barley, sweet sorghuaa, grain sorrtiuws, end oats

ell followed the same trend until 1PS4. TV.e eeyeefje de-

creased the first two years due to low wheat absndon-tent and

then increased until 19?:% largely as a remit of increased

abandonment of wheat. The aeroarc decreased in 1934 because

of poor yields la 1 ad relstlvely low abandonment of

wheat.

Thla la the taost inportsnt barley area in the state,

acreage declined from 1C28 to 1080, increased until 1953

snd then deelined during the remainder of the period beemise

of poor yields. The eereajres of sweet and jrain eort-hwas

increased until 1935, largely because of abandonment of

wheat. They deereaeed then for two years beeause of low

yields, but increased a?aln in 19SP due to abandan-xent of

wheat and the ruling of the government program whiev allowed

the faraer to plant sweet sorphurss on neutral land. The

acreage of eats increased for two years after 1954 and then

decreased the last two years of the per'od. •"•roare

deereased until 1932 largely as the results of dry weather

and re-mined ateedy in 1933, Tt increased .' jcauee

of favorable seeding conditions in the fell of " .The
"create declined after 1035. The acreage of IrleJ potatoes



was extremely low ane the trend was downward.

»f> of hens increased In 1929 end 1930 because

of relatively lerpe supplier of feed in the form of wheat.

They decreased for the remainder of the period except for a

slight Increase In 1937. Thla decrease was due to the re-

on In number of farms, "ther cattle numbers showed

very clearly the normal ottle cycle by Increasing until

1954 and decreasing the remainder of the perloc'.. aaa»*

bers lneruesoc until 1932 because of the rel?tively <-ood

corn yields and the Increase In aere°~e for 1<?0. They de-

creased rapidly and psraistently <fter IPS?, v-r^wevar,

because of the low sarlles «t grain* The numbor of silk

eows did n t show anaa] , wMeh. lndlcstt eir

number is dependent largely on farm herds. They increased

' tly until 1931, decreased somewhat In 1952, increas

until 1934, and then decreased for the rest of the period,

"p numbers Increased rapidly until 193?, due to the

wtfe of the lamb-feedlnr enterprise utilising wheat pas-

ture. They decreased In 1933 beesuso of the failure of the

whe#t crc . _"0 was a elipht Increase in 1934 and 1935

and a sharp decrease in 1936 due to poor whe«t conditions.

Because of food wheat pasture, sheep numbers remained steady

in 1P37 and Increased somewhat In 1938, The number of

horses decreased rapidly throw-out the period,



Are-

»heet acreage inereeeed a total of 376 p«reent in this
•re.,. B;i. indicates that «i land w«a tats

itivntion ue to the leillin. of pasture. VvORt „
increaaed rapidly until 1931 „ , P.auit of Food yJe

-

»• aerobe decreaaed In 1»M, how«r, due to low wheat
prices in 1931 and good yielda of corn in the two previoue
yeara, which cauaed an increase in the acres-e f com.
There ... . si lpht decrease U loss, followed by .

cre*ee in 1954. due to poor yields of other crop* «-

Wheat acreage decreased in 1935 because of previous low
yielda and then increased for two year., replaelnf other
crops which were decllnlnr m aerate.

•d Mate in lfM, however, Cue to low yield,

ant program. „ deoreased

due to the lncreaae in whet eey* . P] ors wtm „ „,

lnere.ee in 153? bn™,. of veflvy ^c

decreaae for the next two years due to poor yields.

Increased a«ei. ln 19S5 bec,ua. of Mh^ abanaonm6nt
decline after 1935 was rapid due to faffe* . ,U,

ecresee increased until 1930 becau«e of rood yields. It

d.cra.rad in 1931 becsuee of low wheat abandonment but In-
creaaed the next two years due to Increased ab,rrcment.



The acrenre decreased rapidly In the next two years beeaua

of poor yleldr. Barley screen* renssined steady until 19S6,

Inereaaed In 1937 becruse of wheat ab^n^oniiant , and de-

creased in lfjn because of lor yiel** in 19S'

abandonment of whert.

3 acreage of both aweet and jtriln scrrhun<3 followed

practically the ease trend. They both decrease;' In ]

Sua to the incresai: <* whe^t acrer -• and low absndowv

30 the acreage of .-rrnin eorghuas decreased and the

acreage of sweet sore-hums increased. However, both ohan?ea

were slirht, oth acreages Increased to 1953 because of

relatively pood yields and heavy abandonment of wheat.

acreage of grata aorahtms decreased and of sweet sorpjhuas

remained ateedy In 19M. Both screagea lnerensed in l'SS

because of heavy wheat abandonment, decreased In 1956 v e-

oause of low yields in 1636 rnd low abandonment cf wheat

aereeco, rema ined ateady in 1957, and increased in 193P be-

cause the government program allowed sweet sorahu-a to be

planted on neutr the reduction In wheat Rere-

ad Increase the «crcra of grain aor^JWns, Alfalfa

acreage Increased slightly until 19? , 'ioreased ate -

ly for the rest of the period. The acreage of oats

decreased slightly until 1931, increased in 1932 as a result

of wheat abandonment, and decreased sharply to 1935 because



poor yloldn. The screi -ereised sharply In

1936 58 a result of ecrly worklnr of the lend to control

blowing, but It declined In the lsst two years because of

peer yields.

The number of bene Increased slightly until lfSO due to

increase In wheat acreage whieb gawe larger supplier of

feed and « favoreble feed-etgg ratio, """bey remained r^«cti-

eally steady until 1934, declined sharply until 1935 and

due to decrease In population end unfnvorable feed

-jb. They incr.esed In 1937 due to lower wheat •bendon-

l-ent and alightly higher yield of wheat In 1936 than In the

lansdlstely preceding years. They decreased a-oin in 1938,

bowewer. Other esttle nu-ibers c!I<! not follow tho norasl

eattle cycle so closely in this area as in other parts of

the state. They Increased rapidly to 1930, but decreneed In

lue to poor paature conditions. They increased then

until 1C34---the peak of the cycle—and decreased to 1936.

There was an Increase in 1937 due to the rasid Increase in

wheat eerer.ge in thnt year. The number decreased in
"

et tho end of the cattle cycle, "of nuribers increase

1929 following a frood corn yleK in 15? .'9 but d>ero<tsetf in

1930 because of lower yields and acreago .« of corn lr

The nus&er increased in the next two years due to good corn

yields and Increasing corn acreage. Pro* 1932 to the end of



he period tkey decrease — -^eroent.

KilV cows are p. rr.lnor enterprise In this area and the

numbors retainer, fairly constant until 1935, There wis a

aharp decline In W36 as the result of the oo* Inert foreea

of the nornal cattle cycle, the lowering of feed supplies,

and d-erease In number of ^-jriwrs. The number remained

steady the last two J4MM of the period. SVeep numbers

fluctuated wldel . - reneral upward trend In the first

of the period was due to the arowtv of the laufc-feedlnf:

enterprise and the -eneral downward trend In the last half

•aa due to shortage of feed. The aharp Increase In 1?29 was

d>ie to the larpe amounts of wheat paature which were awell-

able. They decreased In 1030 due to poor pasture eondltlona

In 1?29. There T.as a sharp Increase In 1931 and 1932 aa a

result of the nrrowth of the lamb-feedln« entcrprlae. There

wna a decline In 19 "3 because of low acrea-e and heavy I

donment of wh at, but on Increase In 1534 beeeune of the

Increase In whest eeree»e. The nuaber decreased rapidly In

1935 and 1936 because of heavy abandonment of v/heat snd poor

pasture conditions but remained steady In 1937 Md Increased

In 193" rhen rheat pasture was relatively -no'. " v o nu.-iber

of horses decreased repic'ly t" tt the ar5-e alt

the n\i7sber of tractors did not Increase.
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After the trendi had been eatabllshed for «ooh ares,

budgeta wre set up to see if the farmers were Ju6ti"l9d In

saving the changes in t'.elr f«rmin f systems. The object was

to find out the faraers ted Increased their Incojss,

aeintained it, or what were the results of ehan "

The typical farms used In this analysis were set up for

use la the Heglonal Agricultural Adjustment .'reject and were

selected from the 1931 assessors' rolls* The process con-

sisted of finding the west dominant acreage of a specified

crop and then setting up the or-anlastlon to represent best

the group with this dominant sere

This study considered the typical farm as set up by the

cultural Adjuatnient Project to be the typical eyatea Tor

the period 1928-32. Average yields and nrices for 1 -

were then applied to these systems. To show "or

the perl* 1 -: , systems were then set up on these typl-

c?l r«rtas for the per'od ' - . These new systems were

Bet up by calculating the percentage ehan e that >.*:* occurs

In acr*8 of crop and ntsnbors of livestock from the yeerly

average for 1S2P-3S to the yearly svera po for 1984*3 .

Theso percentage ehcagfM were then applied to the 1P29-32

aystetn and adjusted to make acreages cheek. Averse yield"



»nfi rricea few 1934-3? wore t to the now ayat__

yields and ; vices wars T~->lied to t*?e lPS'-SS

eytitent to see Aether this eystea waa better thon tr.c If -

«?»' .
- ' " - ana rrleoa were ar-lied to the

•»yateai to a«e if the faneero

t*eir ayatewe before they 6"i<S.

Yielda and ppiota were calculated from the re -orta of

-a when available. ,;o^e of the

vara '"•rslculatec froa other yleltr., such as corn

waa estl-snted s -^ant of fere.r.e r.orrhtcas.

lea were figured by areaa when .-oseible, but In ooe*

ceees the aaae price waa used throughout the state, ricea

of fuel and oil and etanderda for labor and feed recj-.i lr»T»nta

were uaed as determined for the original budgets. T5o ac-

count waa taken of the government pvosraia other than ita

effect in changing fcrar . income fro* the profr<ra la

not included on the bud^eta. The font on w*
'

udgeta

were worked la included In '• pendix .

Thla enolyaia ahswa that in aoat arena the rnri-.r-F. were

"•latified *n ehangln? their systems. It npneur?.

they would have been better they continued with t veir

old TrKeniastiona. This la not entirely true, however, be-

causo feed and pasture wero at aueb a low abb (bat it would

have been lmpoaaihle to have aatintalnad the livestock. The



bndpets show that the farmers should have purchase'* feer"

V Is would hevs been Impossible bacauae It was not available

and If the femsarr I a t tempted to V>uy, the ^uld

bsve cent the j
1**"* »« bitfb t*>«t they could not have if"-

ed to purer sao it. ai<o, to ooTsply wltb the ,

farnars wera required to use vera a - -^rsetlcea,

I la csuaed r •» In crr«nI»atlona.

Area 1

zfttlon was a 160-acre fans with 15

to £5 seres of eorn In Labette county. It had wheat and

corn of equal Importance, with oats the most lwportant crop,

and rrain sorrhtms, alfalfa, sweet elovo~, soybeans, and

pral-le hay as minor crops. The livestock consisted of silk

and beef ccwa, tags* snd chlckena. Seventeen percent cf the

ferns bad treetor8.

The 1934-58 system Increased the whest end oats acre-

age, decrosser? corn acreesfe materially, decreased the eere-

sga of soybeans and prairie hay, but kept the acres --er of

rraln sorabuma, sweet elover and aoy'e»na steely, 'illk eow

mrsbers re-ialr*d the as?*, but etber eittle msabers In-

creased. The nunfcer of I , 'eVene, end horses decreased.

The nuabor with traetora Inoreaaed to M percent.



Table 6. Ors-anlaatlon of typical ferwa fop the p»rioo"a
- , re*a 1 en-

*raa 1
•

a 2

-'
;
loM-se - **3a

; K-r-.t.". ' system
. system

: ~ea ri "crer

.'•11 cropa r 91.0 .0 .0 i .

at .0 .0 I 5.0 ! 18.0
Corn ;.0 1 1-

.

I 40. .
'i.y t 30.0 t 34.0 .0 i .

I 7.0 -.o 1 lC 1C
AlfdlfB 1.0 r 1.0 .0 :

Sweet clover 1.0 i 1.0 t .0
v tam hay . ! l 5.0 t .

'o"" NM .
1 ft. E .0 1 .0

Prairie hay .0 7.0 1 6.0 : .

Pasture ) i\ t

Other land i (i t <16) (14) 8 (14)

livestock i
' u-v -.rn \;n c rr? Numberat Busbars

i 4.0 i . 4.5 : 3.4
Colt a

i .0 .0 ! . .4
Ok cows ( 5.0 5.0 i V 4.2

f>ther Calry atoek
i 2.0 i 2.6 i 1.0 • 1.0

Other cattle : 6. 7.7 i 13.0 s 13.6
Sows ( 1.0 ( .7 t 2.0 I .

OtV r ho s iMa :

1.7 I

110.0 i

3.6

"ereent with tractors i 17.0 : 17.0 J 17.0NwH with coabinea s . 15.0 ,



Table 7. Heturna for the typical farm In Area 1.

ojs:

!
i :

.

.' esulta end orlcee
of reapeotlve periods

12-
. I

S-heat s# 155.25 t 180.4 3: i" 241.331 * SOI.
Corn I

— : : 52. 48
Oats : 137. 33 . .43s .14
Alfalfa : : s --

Pasture t .40 : : —
Total crops 1 377. 00 271 . 1 34 . 419.45

Livestock entf pr :

Wilk oowa : B10

.

. . .

Other atln at
Other cattle

: 4t . 01. U: 74..',7
: 11 . 114. .631 .47

•mm 1 71. 60 .20 J .

s : 60.76 43.51: . .- : .76
: 27. U: 21.061 . 1 .12

Total livestock : 5( . M 4P7.22: 57: .

tota^ r.-. ] rrra t N • .111 .72: :.55

: 12.64 -.02: 30.yneaed feed
Crop expenaa .4.0. . . 113.15
Livestoolc expenae : 12.70 1 11!. 11.155 11.15

C.41 .Us . 1 .

TO'.' : V. . • 142.41: 24 1 . 164.49

Tote la : :

_ \

I 61:. GO t 62C.70: .135 326.06



Tabl* o. Feturoa for tha typical faro In » roe, 2.

ten

> *

suits a and prices
of reapeotlve periods

19M 1 -3 :i -

• lea

!
':

Cropa
•heat :, 40.00: S 46.07:$ 112. 114.
Corn j 2: . 1. .30: .39
Oat* t 75.30: 30.. 2: 4.1 : 161.56
Total o: dob : 353.f;8: ISP. 57: . 44';. 21

Livestock and ora
Milk cows : 181.50: 157.30: 141. 103.50
Other dairy stock 1 . 26.20: .30: 31.
Other cattle : 37 .... 3U.81: . .25
aova : XT . .00: 10'.:. 93.

103. so: . . 01.59
. k 39.7 : .44: ..12

Total livestock . : . . 704.91
•TS 1,2' . . 1 • o5»l .12

:»*!en8oa
:

?urohaaed feed 130.88: 153.02: 202. 100.39
Crop expense . 54.5!': 70.33: .13

estock expense 17.62: 17.62: 13.65: 13.
luel anci o'l 4.55: 4.55: 6.29: .

TOTAL 2X!'KH3E8 I 2U.40: .781 .79t 211. 4C

Totala
:

:

:

-

s 1,0c . .J7: 654. 0:1, 031.06



The chenpe In the system of f*trmlnr In this area was

strictly s yenr-to-year proposition. It t*-« e^innlr

t!-e pv-rlod it di -ear that It would pey to eVerv-'e tVe

system because the new system developed did not s>ow a

r retur . As time passed, ! owever, It wns seen that

the old system wee not returning so much as it had before

and the new system was developed in an attempt to maintain

income. The new system did not have any advantage over t*e

old, however, beeeuae an attest was wade to increase cash

enles of crops and, in so doinr, the quantity of feed pur-

ehaeed was Increased.

»rea ?

The ori"-in*l organisation was s 160-ecre fnrw with 40

•ores of corn in Anderson county. Corn was the major enter-

prise w!th cats second in importance and * fair acreage of

groin aor-huma, Klner crops consisted of wheat, alfalfa,

teas hay, end prairie hay. The setup Included both dairy

•nd beef cattle, with beef predominant. Tea and chickens

were more I -portent here than in irea 1. Twelve peroent of

the farms had tractors.

Under the chsnrod system, wheat acreages more than

doubledj corn acreage was reduced by one-third; the acre

of oats and alfalfa increased; grain sorghums remained

-
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steed?} and t«a* hsy «m> rreirle h»y decreased. Jttlk eow

nuabera dMrein£ sllrhtly and the mniber o' gtl r eettle

increasec' slightly. The nw.ber-

horeea decrease . The n-jtober with trevtora tovrwmmw to 17

percent.

The ori-lnal syate* nee not maintaining income and from

the previous conditions It appeared that a new eyste-ii wruld.

The new system Increased crop sales and decreased livestock

receipts but did not return so hip* an Income In the litter

of the period as the old system would have returned

because of decreased livestock receipts find increased pur-

chases of feed.

Ares 3

The original setup *m 1«0.«bm "->rw with ?>0 acre*

of corn in Lecvenworth county. "Vheat and com were of eb<->ut

•oval Importance, with o«ta akwwt v.nlf a* iwrortnnt. 'lr-

slfa, teas Ley, *nd prairie V.ay were minor crops. The farm

had dairy and beef, but with Oelry the more important.

and chickens were minor enterprises, seventeen percent of

the ferns of tMs type hnd tractors.

In the 1934-30 aystem wheat ecreose was lnereosod and

errn acreage decreased, both rnther •saterlally. 3ats acre-

age remained ateedy but the acreage-) of other crops



Tattle 9. OrganJsatlo-i of typical faraw for the perlorte

1 :
- '-'"» Arsaa 3 and 4.

3 1 ra i 4

- 1CS4-38 !
- 4-se

' system system ayatern

creti i fcrfte J 'cro.~ !
<«-••

'11 crops i 95.0 i 95.0 i 94.0 i 94.0
Vheat .0 1 50.0 10.0 1 .

1 30.0 1 16.5 l 50.0 l 3 r
.

Oats i 15.0 1 10.0 ] t.

l .0 1

r
t 6.0 -

.

^w«et clovar i .0 .0 i 4.0 1 .«.

• is* hay i 5.0 4.0 i .0

Prairie hay i 5.0 i 4.0 ( 10.0 11.0
Pasture i

-

(50
: m : m\ i)

Hashers I Sisnhers i Stnsher? i Htwib"rs

Livestock
•3es 4.0 i ?." 5.C 4.0
k C0W8 1 . ! 3.9 . I ».

,r dsSry stock ( 1„ i 1. i .0 i

r sattle 3.5 i 3.5 i 7.5 : V.

owe 1 1.5 1 .8 .5 1 1.4
Other ho~a t 3.0 : 1. : 7.0 : 4.0
Vena i 70.0 I 43.0 i 120.0 l 04.0

Percent with tractors 1 17.0 l 23.0 » n.o 1 10.0
' ercont *lth 0OT*lnes t — — ! --

L- rr

* — —



Table 10. * aturns for t'o typical fori In Area 3.

ten

- -

1 esults with yields ai Ices
of raapectlve 94

-32
j 1994-3

:

1084V- 1 -32

j<i 1 ob * •

I

'Jrops
Kheat :t 309.161 1 4 30.71

1 634.94: * r.32.
Corn : l:'.t.05: —

: .33
Oats : G3.30: 34.16: 40.01: .

Pasture : . 11.20: 11.
Alfalfa t — : : 12.

Total crops ! 67 . 4TT. .XI l 731.
Livestock and products 1 : :

.

Milk cows 1 1.00: 157. .10: 145.50
Other dairy stock .27: . . . .27
0t: er cattle . . 61 . : .21
Jows 17 . • lea

.

.12: .

3 . : 43. 11.11: 12.96
liens i 27.1 : 21.06: .'12: 10.1 7

';al Uvestoc S.lSi 555.17: 367. 412.57
TOV 1,242.10:1 ,032. 4:1 , .12:1 ,144.14

:xaonseo I

Pure'-ased feed 1 . . 50.54: 6.60
Crop expense : 115.40: 11.'.. 14~>. 149.
Livestock expense 14. 14. : 10. 10.
Fuel and : 6.74: 6.74: . .

TOTAL KXPKK3JM : 156.19: 221.50: 225.10: 17C.02

Totals : : :

-
:

.

:

: . 1: 11.34J P35.02:
:

.



Tnble 11. eturna for the typical fern !- Ares 4.

yatMi

; i -

Kesults wit' vie Ld9 and orlccs
or roapectl ire 3

'lM -38 1 934-36 -32

1 II

Craos
at :$ 103.1c: 1 11 - V I 7. : i 185.61

Corr. i 34 4.35: .
'

232.97
Oots : l.SC: _- __
Alfalfa 4.13: — 10,18 j.74
Pasture : 11.20: 3.00 .

'

i 1 craps : 404.101 14 . 4.32
ijlvestjo:: and pv. 3: :

HI Ik cons t BIO. 00: :.00: 171.00 .

Other dairy stock : — : — -_
r octtle : 9 808. 5.461 4.33Mm : 321.20: 350.43: . 144.68

: 117.60t 10. . • .
i

Kena : S7.3St 44.40: 27.01: .

i'otal llv stoc!: 952.00: 836.49: 442.53: 44 .

TOT . : 1,417.00: 1,031.34: . -.15

:joensos

: . - U«69lPurposed feed 11«M
expense : . . . .

Llvestnc': expense : 21.50: . . .

1 uel and : . i . . .

: 110. 5: . 114.26: lie .

Totals
1

U- : :

•

: l,30i..l:.: MQ . . 877.30



decreeeed. Kurabera of other cattle remained steady snc~

otVcr tyyes of livestock decreased In nuraber.

This sua • situation where the chen^e was caused by a

year-to-year outlook. The ori 'lnnl system did not appear

to be maintaining the income, so ehnn es were made to a

system which ahowed promise of belrt; better. Howevsr, the

new system did not hawe any advantage after the yields and

prices had ohanged.

Area 4

The original setup was a 160-aere farm with SO acres of

corn In Jnckeon county. Corn was by fsr the 'owlnsnt crop,

with whent, oats, and prairie hay of ecrnal l^portnnee but

with rnt^or- low ecro»e»8. Ufwlfc, swr-t rlrv-

,

~-m

hay were minor crops. This type of farm had both flsiry and

beef cattle, with the be»f cattle predo-Mnf?*:' I .

chickens were -iore i-nportrnt tb»n In other areas.

In the letter system wheat ecr ouMod and corn

acreage decreased Materially. The acreages of oats, alfalfa,

and prairie hay Increased while sweet clover and tame hay

acreages remained the s me. All elaasee of livestock de-

creased In number, with the largest deellne In poultry.

This area had a peculiar situation in thrt the changwa

cannot be explained on the baale of ineome. The 19' -



system shoes up considerably bolter tt>an th« ether system

under both conditions. It appears that the ol<; system was

not nolntalnln?: tha income as tl'« progressed and chants

•are :a*de In the hope tbat the Income coule be maintained*

Aa the ebange wns made and machinery and methods adapted to

the new system were develo ei'.. ; cried of time would be

required to change back to the old system.

Area 6

This setup was e 3?0-aore farm with 20 to 40 meres of

corn In Chase county, 'hett and corn were of about e -u->l

importance, with grain rr -hums the riajor crop. Oeta, sweet

sorshuroa, and rralrie hay were of about e^usl serve** °r

medium importance, U^-ilfe and sweet clover were mln^r

eropa. This Term had dairy c«ttle only to produce for home

use, with beef cettlo ee the major livestock entarprlse.

Hops am? chiekene were ain-r enterprises. Twenty percent cf

the fsrms were with tractors.

Under the adjusted system, whent acreage doubled and

corn acreage was cut in half. The acreages of opts, sweat

^'r"hu*ns, end f~r"in aor<jhume remained praetlcnlly steady

while alfslfs, sweet clovor, <md rrolrle hay acreages de-

creased. The number of milk cova remained the sane and all

r typea of livestock deereaaed In number. The number of



Table 12. Orpranidation of typical far-na Tor the per
-32 and 1 - , Areas 5 and ca.

Area 5 Area ( n

; tM : i - ; l -.-;:

' eye tars
[ system

I
system 'system

.....
: Acre* : Acres

All orooa i 133.0 -.0 . i 201.0
Mieet ! 26.0 : 46.0 t 100.0 : 11. .

-orn t 30.0 l 15.0 4J.0 t 23.0
'

1 a : 12.0 : 12.0 i Www » ft .

oweet ftarftftwea : 11.0 l 12.1. i G.O 7.5
Cm' ina ! 3 .0 35.0 ft« :

.'llfS 4.0 3.5 10.0 : 3.0
Sweat Clover ! 3.0 1.0 5.0 : 3.0
Prairie flay 10.0 .0 10.0 t .5
Pasture . (165) (165) i (66) : CM)
Othor land (22) fit] 1 (24) S (24)

Muabera i Numbors i Kuabera ;:.

l.lveetook
floraea i 7.0 | 6.2 i . : 4.4

Ik Cows i 1.5 1.5 s 4.5 I 4.2
Other Cattle i 26.0 l 23.4 1 80.0 ! 20.6
Sows 1 2.5 i 1.1 ! ?. : 1.4
Other * s i 9.0 1 3.9 l l".:.. .

•m i ?5.0 i 73.0 l 165.0 .

Percent with tractora i 20.0 i 37.0 1 . : 70.0
?er--rent with comMnee • —— l —

—

. : 30.0



Table 13. eturns for the typical for': In Area 5.

i
'•

esulta wit as
'j ' reapectl we per-

-32
;

-

j ->a

oat t 2'. « 2a;:. .

Corn i sa . 1.17: 1M.78I H .

Oats : : i 12.74
5*eet a

•

a' lare 7.77: -- ., .93
Groin sor'-'mfn » IMN 37.36: :

— .

Orslr. sorfrhur - T. I ia • . 31.23 J. 45

Al olfo :
— .

?aature 44.50: 32.50:- 41.30 -

Total crops 77 . 43' . 1,1SI .

Livestock and products •-

Ml lie cow* 3.75s 3.25: . 3.75

Other settle 8:. . 677.7J: . .

iiowa B1.80: .40: 134.64 121.72
: .5.74: 73.4P: 47.^9 ..17

thma 42. 2T:: 32.7C: 22.4C .

Total livestock . 1,274.52: 1,143.60: 040.06 '

.

. 2,14 . 1,580.75-.] ,675.46 2,144.77

'xsenses 1

Purchased feed . . lo.ie . '

Crop expense • 70. . ! 100.70
Livestock expense i 23.45: .45: 15.47 ! 15.47
Fuel anr : l'.'.lV: 11. 15.3? : 15.30

131.S.T. 12C.40: . i 140.71

It '.'.

':

- ;nm • 2,01 - 1,454. ,533.46 : 2,004.06



Table 14. ' etuma for the typicel for"! ?n 'rea Co.

^yi.

- is i :-.->

' es-lfcs with °al s and prices
nf respective perloda

1 8 - " • 1P34-38* 1934-38' ] ; -

Wheat
Corn
Alfalfa
Oata
Total crops

Llveotack and products
Bllic cows
Other oattle
im

Tvtal livestock
TOTAL F.KcaiPTa

Purobaaed feed i

expense
Livestock expense
' -el mat all

Totala

-

PEL :

:

17.54:, ?2v..S9«)Jip44. : .

257. 5u: -- : — : 137.96
! 77.94: ~ : — : 80.70

-- : — : — : 109.06
3.04: 986.0911,044.0 ': 1,412.33

! 147.75: 128.05: 114.40: 1?.?.

15.10:
371.; 0: 435.. ,X( 1 104.1.
173.801 153. 183.

.601 . .1.00
1,445. 001 1,327. 27: 1,011. 10: 1,144.08

.7012, . , .41
: : :

,\ti 300.56: 125.71: 50.75
156.h0: 147.1^-. 14C. Bl ir.2.39

. : «7.a : 17.03: 17.03

. : 37. '.'.: 43.72: 50.00

.' 1: 512. )i : . U ::" .17

2,4lo.;;o:i,v .961 1, .
, ,->;c.24



farms with tractors Increased 7 percent.

The oher.'-e here was mada as a result of deereaslr.-- ln-

•oaae fron the exlr.tl-n?, system er , "oroennts based on

past experience. It appeared Chat tye system aa adopted

would yield a larpe IneoTe. After the ohanc-e was made, the

lnco'TS was larger than It would hawe been under the old

s-ste-n, which supports the eh <>«'?•, The larger lncvns under

the new system was due to the Increase in eeaV crops.

Area 6a

A 520-nere fam with 95 to 1C5 aeraa of wheat la

Inson county was the setup for this ares, wfeejet was by

fat the a»s' , iwm second rnd o»te

thlr<?. Ulnor crops consisted of sweet sor'-husns, rr»ln I

hu-s, alfalfa, sweet clower, and prairie ' -
. tv dairy

and b-ef eottle were kept, with beef csttle tho -no!" pre-

donlnant. Hoge end chickens were nlnor enterprises. l Ifty-

' percent of these farms were with tractors.

Under the changed system, wheat acreage increased

v tly ond corn acrer-e was cut in two. The acreage of

oata remained steady, aweet eorotnaaa and grain sor*u-is in-

creased, and alfalfe, sweet clower, and prairie hay ncrr

daereaaed. rather cattle nusbers remained about steady, b



all otber livestock decreased. The percent of rim with

traetors Jumped to 70 percei .

The change In tl.la area resulted from a deerensinr In-

come from the old syste-n; and, from the experience of the

preceding years, It or-rcs^ctf that a new system would ns*. -

tain the lnoone. It turned out, thouph, that the two

fyatewe were about equal In the latter part of the period.

The new system reduced eash expenses by decreasing the feed

porcheaed but accomplished It by decreasing the livesto"

thls reduced the receipts.

Area 6b

The crirlnel system consisted of a 840»eore ferns w'

HI to 1P5 acres o* whet In f'eFherson county. -t waa

tfce dominant crop with corn and oeta of about equal ^crease

and of medium importance, ^wect sorrhuma, (train sorghums,

eudsn, nlfalfe, and prairie hay were miner crops. 3eef

eattle were twice as Important se dairy cattle , with hogs

and chickens as minor livestock enterprises. /-seven

percent of the fanes were with tractors.

In the l r S4»38 system wheet acre*Ee Inere-sed so-oj

corn acreage waa more than cut In hslf , while the Mrwejwj of

oats, sudan, el'alfn, and prairie hay remained practically

steady. Tbe acres>re» of sweet sorghums and prsin



Tabla 15. Organ! ration of ty;?loel farms or the oerloda
1988-32 and 1934-38, Areas 6b and 7.

•' raa Gli Area V

;-3B
!
198. -as

J
1 34-38

!
system . system ! ays ten . system

-••
- •

.: ; : <Vcres

All cropa : 1 0.0 . 1 O.J [ ito. 1 170.0
Wheat l u . l 133.0 imO :

Corn 30.0 s 13.5 . K>. t 31.0
• la :.

. 27.0 1 . t 11.5
Oarley .0 .0 . t 4.6
Sweet aorrrhurca 2.0 :;. 6.0 l 7.5
Grain aorghuna 5.0 CO 1 10.

J

: 19.0
an 1.0 1.0 .0 t .0

Alfalfa 10.0 10.0 5.0 : 4.0
Prairie hay i 3.0 3.0 5. J : 4.5
Pasture I {35) (35) ! (U t (1
Other land t»] (9) - (20) l (20)

•uabera i umbers i
-. 1 Busbars

Livestock
Horses i 6.0 i 3. 0.0 l 3.8
Hi Ik rows i 4.0 i M s 7.0 : 0.2
Other oat tie i .J 1.0 1 80.0 : 16.7
oowa 1 2.0 1 1.0 1 1*0 * .7
Other hops lu. 6.1 6.0 : 2.1
!.3 1 It 5.0 1 .0 1 120. J : ^7.0

Percent with tractora i 7.0 1 '.r. 33.0 : 42.

J

Percent with combines : 27.0 36.0 i 13. > 80.0



. oturne for the typical farn In Area Gb«

.;y3te^

•

Reanlta with y'alds sr.S -rlcea
of respective perioc'a

~aa ; 1

oat
. Corn
Oata
Alfalfa
Total oropa •

Llvoatoc* and
MM

Other cattle
i>owa

Total ltvostoc
TOW

Kxpei.aos

• aaad feed
Crop oxp naa
Livestock expeno*
Fuel and oil

o!:als

it 955.50:^1^02. 30: D,: . ifXflWmO*— : -- l 32.40
117.32: — : - .20
112.2:: . .VJ: 131.43

1,221.61:1,137.08:1, . . LOT
:

153.00: 132. 141.00
.261 .01: .42: .30

107.40
17 .SO: 153.00: - .lo

l 4.56: . :

. .: 05.33: 037.
2,1- . : ,42.41:2,01 .0:2,110.19

.J: 1P2.63: 170.00: 55.35
: 170.36: 175.32: 165.0.: 163.. 1

18.90: 12.10: 1 .

l 71.01: 70.65: C6.40: 36.40
. - 517.75

: :

: 1,795.77:1, 5bt;. 01:1, - , 2.44



Table 17. returns far the tyo!oel fer-i In Area 7.

; en

1
,

1934-55

;3Ults i.:es
: or respective pt

' IMS-
1

••

1

:>ps : I

.heat .321$ 52.''. ' .57
t 315. -- t -— S .40

Oets ! 1 . ~ : 11, .73
~wcet a:. :

silage : — . * __ 12
Crs'n so: - bu. -- : — • •-. • ,2
drain soi : -- ; — 24.53

<i crops 1,031.42: . '

-

Llvestooic and products ; : -

Milk cows 21 . . . .

Other cnttle . 411 f*d T l

Oows : 17 .

a : 107. .

T'cns : 57. .4*1 84. 31 1 41
tUkl Hv«.-;t -..-.•

. - .36TOT-
, ll . :0: 1,133.01:1, .50

'expenses i

1

:

Purcliased Teed : 12! . 307.90t 250. 76.32
Crop exoonoe : 13!. ".

: .

Livo toelc exnenae : 21. :U.10: 11.77: 11.77
1 uel and oil .441 ;

: 33.7<i: 3C.59
total sx phases • 311. .

1

.

Totals i

:

: \

1 .

; .30s" <U .44: 777.
: :

05. JO



Increased, numbers of other cattle Increases wMlo

of livestock deerefised In numbers. All of the

''arraa bad tractors under this setup.

?hf»r.r« In this ores wss due to the fact that the

old system was not maintainin-- Incoae and It appeared from

previous yields and prices th-^t a new system would. After

the conditions hart ehanred with the system, however, the new

organization h.id no odventp,->e over the old. The new system

Increased the eash sal*e of crone end depressed livestock

receipts.

Area 7

Mi waa a SEO-eare fsrm In nsborne eounty with "70 to

©0 acres of wheat, Woe^t wsa the nost Important stop* I
'

corn seccnr. Csts, barley, sweet sorghums, sreln sor.c-hums,

slfslfa, end prairie hsy were Hilnor crops. Mwf csttle were

much sore lipportant than dairy enitle, with ho™ end cMck-

ens as <nlner enterprises. Thirty-three js reent of the farms

had tractors.

Under the changed system, wheat acreage lncre sed

slightly snd corn aeresfe deereesed materially. The peresce

of frsln sorghums lncreseed about 100 percent. The acreages

of osts and sweet sorghums Increased some, while barley,

elfslfs, end prairie hsy acreages decreased. Vuobere of ell



typee of livestock decreased. The nuafcer of far»a

tractors Increased tc -ent.

This organisation its fir** 7 wea charred, as the old

aysten wr>s not aelntslnlnr income and too much feed was

being purchased. The new system turned out better than the

old would have done, due l«trfrely to the fact th't liveatoek

were reduced ao that food did not need to be purchaaed.

"rop expenses also were redxieed under the new erste*.

Area 8

Thle was a SCO-acre f»rn In Phllllns eownty with 95 to

105 seres of r-orn. Com was by far the dominant crop, with

wfcest a poor second. Oata end prslrle bay w-re of -lodlum

Importance^ sr.d bsrley, ewect sorabu-ns, »rnln so* ,

slfelfn, and aweet clover were minor crops. »11 typea of

livestock were relatively l~portant aa compared tc othor

-a. Beof cnttla were of more importance than dslry

cattle, with nogs and eheep as minor enterprises. nine per-

cent of the rsrws had tractors.

In the 1034-rp system, wheat sere-re Increased materi-

ally anf -rsssie decreased by 33 percent. The acreage

of oats remained the sane while the sore arcs of barley,

sweet sorgfcume, and rreln sorpbu-ne Increased, and alfalfa,

sweet clover, and prairie hay acreages decreased. Susfrers



tlila 10. Organisation of typical farna for the periods
198i;-38 and 1034-32, Area* 8 and 9.

V'~a Area I

- L934-38
aystea system system jys* M

. Acros i Acres 1
- M

(Ml -ropa s 127.0 1 7.0 sal .o t 535.0
Wheat t 35.0 53.0 : SJU. : 301.0
Corn t . ) t 67.0 t 15.0 : 7.5
Oats . . . : 4.5

'ay : 5.0 l .- . I -

3»aet aorr:hu-<s t .) 10. 1. : .

drain a t .) 17. J . 1 . : .

Alfalfa 5.0 I 4.0 : .0 ; .

Sweet clover 5.0 4. 1 : .0
Prairie : 15.0 13.0 . : .0
Pasture : ( 180

)

(120) (40) :

Other land : (13) (13) (

' aajbavf Numbers •1.3: ::,":; tfewv
Livestock :

l • B 4.3 2.0 1.2
111 cows : .0 5.3 •'•. 2.3

Other settle : 15.0 14.

J

tj.5

Sows : 4.0 1.7 .5 .2
Other hops 10.0 4.3 •w Ml
iiana I 175.0 125. • 57.0

Percent w* th tractors: . 14.- ! 90.

C

100.0
Percent with combines! __ *"™ 96.0 100.0



Table 10. leturna for ^-.o typloal fr Are* 8.

oyaten

I > 191-

osulto with y tele's and prloea
of res.ioo tlvc periods

-32 .-58 |l93'!- -32

! Ji

oa :

>at 1? 320.96 i 1 i$ 452.64s $ 485.79
•rn --

1 .46
I a :

-- s 40. FC
Barley
?ralrle hay

: • 32.06
1 l.Sl! — —m

oveet aorgbuo sllo~o i —
: — : 153.17

Qrain no T t --
: — : 024.00

Total c. : 1,051.70: 3 . 1 602.70: 1,591.98
Livestock and produota :

Ik oowa t 17 . 153.40 i u . ••
-

Other oattie ! 424. 50s 34 . . .

. 43) . . i 14~.
i'."3 . . 104 . .40

hens . . . .40
Total livestock i 1,2" . 1,173.27 73 . .02

wa 2, .-530.26! UM 1,3'. 2,430.04

1 I M
;

abased food 1 71.60s 157.58) 150.471 46.99
Crop expense 7^.7'^>: . ' 77.65; .20
Mvestook expanse 27.40t a a 15. • u«
i:ol and oil 1 .. . 11. 901 11.

TOTAL KXKIS HI 17 . 255.461 17&.B3

Totals

nrra KIKU3 SX-
mai . 1 1,OC0.53: , .31



Table 20. Peturne for the typical fara In Area 0.

.- :!-. I -

- -

Peeults wit' yields end prio«
of respective period*

-
[
1034- - -

nles

Crapa
Wheat $1040.09 \ , !.3Gt fc 70. 1
Corn 11 : -- : . .

Oatu - : — : ! ]4.

n - bu. 34.35 s — :
. 00.21

Grain eorglHin - T ! 37.04 t — : ! 11.43
otroot sorghun . .

. __ .
: .96

Total crop* 3,037.23 j 1,754.83: , 3,11 .

Livestock and products
IV* 48.75 : 42.25! 33.15: 38.25

r settle . 135.70 z 111.01: 128. .35
-owa 1". : 19.80) - . -1-:.

3 64.7-; : 55.41)1 32.55
Sana 33. 28 . .33

Total llveatook • 300.37 : 85 . ',.15: 224.
TOTA 3,337.00 t8,0O0.77t , 3,330.54

: . ... :

nserl foed 81.07 : 126.51! 70.33! 67.44
aspaoM 22.72 t 27.05t T.VTl C.64

Llveatook oxnense . ! 4.42: 4.42
iuel and 875. . 881 . .

TOTAL ;... 58! . I 435.34! 317.37! .

itals

; wiKtra kx- :

PKI3KI , 2.03 « 1,574.43 1,704.571 3,020.45



of all typo* of livestock decrease;" and the decline In hops

wss est-eelally henvy. The nuatoer of f'nw with tr-^tors in-

cr a sod to 14 percent.

The ehen~e In thle urea resulted from the fact that It

appear*: thnt a new system would -.r.intain the ineo-*» better

. The new system not only wss better at the

beginning of the period but slao gave a higher Income after

the chanr* In yields snd prices. The new system surpassed

the old syetem la bavin- •*>** cash crops. It Is doubtful If

the new system would be so <*ood as the old over n longer

period of tins.

Area 9

A 400-acre -»a of wheat In Pratt

county waa t
. . Tfceat accounted for M

percent of the crop land. I low acreage of corn waa second,

with ftreln aorghtoM third and oats and sweet sorghos* waking

::all ecrea^ee, Llvontock were not Important. Beef

cattle were of more lwportanc ->Jry ec'tle, but the

mwber of both waa smai:. Tad the chicken

enterprises were •sail, ninety percent of the ftnu were

with trectora.

The new systen kept the wheat acres/re uniform but de-

creased the corn acreepe by one-h*lf. The acrcire of oats



decreased but sweet ' m aereajroa In-

creased, lumbers of other cattle Increased, vut »11 other

t-7>es of livestock dfen-aed. nil of tl o frrms ' tors

er'od.

By forecasting possible conditions In tha future Croat

'ltlona In the early pert of the period under study. It

appeared that a new system would yield a larger Income than

the one helnr followed. *.s It turned out, the new system

Ive a larger Incorae In the l'.ttar part of the period

than the old system would hare Riven* The new systeii ln-

creaaed the cash esle of crops anfl lowered the amount of

feed urchesed. It Is rr^hx'-le th <t If the old system had

continued, the cost of feed would hare been -re«ter due to

Ihmpmmi Absjm .

Area lOn

The orl-fn«3 setup was s 640-aore fsrw with MO to 560

acres rf wbewt in i-one county. 'Sheet was the predominant

crop In this ar«* with. b»rley a poor seeond. Sweet sorghume

were second and com fnd rrsln sorrhurus were low. 3eef

cattle were four tl as ss *mportant r.n dairy cattle, and

fo-s end cHoVene were minor enterprises. Klnety-one par-

cent *g the forme had tractors.



Table :>1. Organisation of typical fame for the oerloda
-

f Areae 10a i .

s
^rea 13a Area 10b

! 192-32 i 1934-33 -
! 1934-3

'. eyaterc ", ayatem
J

syste-i J syatew

i Acrea : Aorea -;rea 1

All crop* t 400.0 i 400.0 I 4 0.0 .

nwt : 330.0 t SS • : 400.0 s 410.0
Corn t 10. 4.0 i 20.0 !

• N : .0 i .0 ! 10.0 1

Sarley t 30.0 1 16.0 ! 10. : 6.5
Sweet aorrhuraa 8 20.0 21.0 I 20.0 i 24.0
Groin m : 1,-., 21. • 10. s 19.6
Alfalfa t .0 .0 l 10.0 :

Pasture : (2JO) (200) t (120) : (120)
Other land : (40) I (40) (40) 1 (40)

i Hivbore i Hunbers I Htaabera t tfunbera
Llveatook

, IM : 6.0 2.5 i 3.0 : 2.2
Milk cowa : CO -J. .

5 5.8
other cattle > 80.0 l 15.6 t 80.0 t 1- .2
oowa J s.o .7 1.0 : .4
Other hoj*a .0 1 2.1 l 6.0 :

Hena : 100.0 i 69.0 i •0*0 t 40.0

Percent with tra^tora .0 J 100.0 ! 33.0 1 .0
Percent with ooH .0 1 7 .0 1 •0 J 74.0



viyBteri

I 1

>lt8 w't 1 'a and IM
' 3f rer

'

'ma !

':

•

, . 'Cti 652.06:$ 704. 6 -.73
: 5.SC l — : —

: 2C.07
lay : 1 . I — : —

I 90.
...treat aorghua : : -- : —

: 302.64
Pasture : : : .- 4' .

- --
: — : ! 88.9!

Oraln bit - T —
l — : --

.

1 1 BFVpa . 754.46:3, 65. 3S
Livestock end tjro : •

:ona . : 105.30' 15; I

ir onttlo 500.02 411. ft.45
iSowa 1 . ,00s 7f..24 -

02. 70 . 1
. ! 49.35

.or.B 45.30 35.1 : S0.S9t 2. .

Total llvestook 958.98 '"41.43: U9.49 64' .

TOTAL REOKIPTS • 3,711.51 1,1 -.60:1 . .25

. 1 :

hused fe«d 13&V44 t 34r

.

. 127. G8
ox:>enea . 130.62: 129.22

JOS8 > - 10.13
t'uml and oil 2-- . . 240.74: 246.74

TOT. 01 - .04: . 493.77

Totals
:'

X- :
.

1

: 3,039.381 0^0, 05» . 3,321.43



Tabla 23. RajtafCM for tha typical far* in AM* Uo.

Ijatoai

-
•

Keaulta with ylalda and u-ioae

"

via

I

Oufca

•lay

0»lr «9rghnri - bij.

'am - T
AValfa

-.'or.el crsria
Livnatook and product
Milk 00W8

' spttJe
ajn

.

1 l'vru'
-

'based feed
oxienao

Lives t as',; expecaa
I'uel and oil

TOT

all

KZBBS , -

• • . • ..--..
.70«

-

1 .1

27.7ti

.

53.35
40.14

.

'

- •

-

4,03? .68:1, . • ,
§

oa.oo:
404.631 400.64: 3
71.60: 79.80:
36.76: 31.50:

•14: 16.
.131 614.32: 46 .

4, ?74.77: 2,494.4£: ,

:

: •

-

247, S47.

81.

26S.
.

.

447.41
7.16

, 3.14

1 1.47
.

263.20
897.61

4,218.*4:' 1.4. .
, . ,1,652.53



In the c 'vstem wbcst aor ---essed only

, t eons acreage vs decrstscd 60 percent. The

acres£• of barley decreased by half, sweat sorirj-.uma remained

steady, but T^ln sor-'ur.s doubled In Hr*t|*i Suabere of

all types of livestock decreased «atorlnlly. '11 of the

farms had tr?otora.

Forecasting frost the early r«rt of the per lod. It ap-

peared that s new system wouli yield e larger retum heceuee

of ler^er erop sales. *s It turned out, however, the new

syatera was poorer than the old, show? ore

would hare been better off If they had stayed with their old

system. Ihe reasons the new system did n^t turn emt »s well

ss ex-ected wore that there was little advantage In c»sh

gralr. crcys because of dry weather; and even by lo oring the

livestock end cutting the receipts, more feed had to be pur-

chased.

Area 10c

The orlflnal setup waa a C40-acro farm In Olart county

with 3C0 to 440 acres of whest. Sliest nade up • lpr

contuse of the crop acre . irn, swoot ac -md

grain sorphuma were equal In acreage, and c • •

, ley, end

xlfalfa had snail acrersr *>. ?«ef cattle were much -;ore ' -

port»nt than delry cs< tie, with hega <md cMokena m!



enterprlaea. Bl hty-three percent of the f irwe were with

' re.

In the new syete ", the aerenges of wheat and sweet

huma Increased slightly. Corn eereice d; ressed by 70

percent. The aoreape of opta, bprley, frreln sor-*iuna, and

1*"* dec- . Hunbere o r all types of live-

stock decreased. Tractors lner ased vy only 8 "v»reent.

It ep'-earad In the early ;">rt of the period th->t • new sys-

"uia increase the ineoise or rt loist ami tt better

the systenr 'nz used. Tbw new system w^ilr" | -

crease the esah asles of c-opa, ' the new system

did not -*>5nt<in the Income very rcll, it did yiel* s lr

t of the per'od than tfce old system

would have yielded. The new systera Increased the asles of

Ly "nfl decreased the feed purchases over what

the old or mnlaetlon w uld have been. It la rrohnble that

the cost of feed -A would have be- r If the

old system h«d continued because of increased densnd.

Area 11

r' '• 7 ror tMs or srlsotion was a 640-sere

farm In Thowss county %' "O sores of wheet. heat

wsa the nost i*port<-nt crop, with brrley second end cm a

eloi°s third. «r» ssall oerc*"er «•«; sweet



-tsatian of typical forma Tor 'he pe
- 'S and 1934-33, Areas 11 and

Area 11 '. Area 1 1

-38 19: -

systen . ayatm . ayaten
j
ayaten

rM tern t Acres ' jrea

All prop* 445). 1 445.0 : 24!-. : 24f .

HhMt .0 325.0 J.O : 115.0
Com . . 41. -:.0 : 25.0

ley 75.0 54.5 . .0 . .0
3weet aorrhuma .J . . a .

Grain an I 5.0 1- a : 15.0 ! 27.0
Pasture (175) (175) )) :(10O0)
Other lend (20) (20) ) (sal

t Numbers ( Suaibers : Vtaa re Uunbera.
Livestock :

Hsraas : -J 3.4 l 12. 5.3
Colta t .0 .0 I 1. •

Bilk cowa t S.0 i 2.0 1 6.0 4.1
Other ce'tle : 1J.0 11.0 : 50.0 43.0
aa«a : JS i 1. i 2.0 .7
Other hoga t .0 1 2.3 : 10, 3.3
B«M : c; 44.0 : 75. 54.0

Percent with trcators: 01.0 1 73.0 : 30.0 47.0
Percent I noa:

:

• J ! .0 i 10.0 19.0



Table 25. Returns for the typical far" In Area 11

oysters

•

38

Results with yields and rlcea
of res- lye periods

-TO 1934- 1934-f .; -32

.- ! :

'3 . :
.

Jilt 13.561 SIP40.34: ;2,071.68
a . ~ : 14. .72

lay : 4f; . : 53. 4: 20 .

Pasture 61.40: Si .40: 81- .,: . •

^weet oor^bum : -- ; : :
'

.

Grain aorfrhum - bu. 1 — : : — : 60.621 oropa «#t 1,101.741 1,337. 8, 751.10
LlvMttoek and producta :

ail'.: co«a 51.00: 44.20: . : 33.00
Other oat tie 236.49: 194.42: 21. . 201.

232.70: 24ii.40: . : 71.CO
62.60: 45. JO: .29: 14.34

ana 24.16: 1 »7»1 . : lo.4f
Total l'veatook i (5.86i 560.74: 34' . 411.30
TOTAL RECEIPTS 3,300.69: 1,052.48: . 3,162.46

v.r.riios :

Purchased feed 1 1.36: 410.63: .; 1: 140. r>3

expanse . 1 .181 .u : 11H.17
Livestock expense 37.33: 17.33: .44: .44
Fuel 164 . ": 4.771 . 200.43

TOT/ 372.41: g"; . .11: 477.62

Vot.nls
'•

3PT8 Mi; : 1

1 3.J03.88: 1,032.73: 1,143. 2,684. 34



sble 20. : oturr.s for the Aree 12.

Ofit—
1027-32 1934-30

J'eeults alt " iee
'. of respective lei'Iacls

-32 . 1- :-3.

:

1 2-32

1 1

- $ 144.05s•
. 1 1

1

| 703.33
' 1 .47: — : -- s 133.10

•ley '."•.7b: -- : : 111.55
(•ft sorghua -

allag* : :
.:• — : s -

Pasture 673.0-)-. 578.00: . 66 .

• - bu. t
— ; — ; ~ 5 20>3.78

Total crops l#«0S.X4t 032.461 8o 1,944.48
!':uata

CO'JS >.J0: 117. 00: 81. '0: 94.50
other cittle 1,26.1.04: l,04*.99l '..77:

170.00s 1 . i 43.56: 38.38
• 3 '•781 49.60» :4.30s .

Hen* 23.40s . 1 .

Total livnatook 1,070.39:1,4: . 1,067.-4: 1,27 . •

TOTAL r-ECEl .17:2,060.65! I . • 5,223.15

: -

aaasd fesd . : , 3.07s 7 i.etis 163.59
or.r> or.se 26.29s 34.22s 170.25$ i

Livestock expense 31*001 It. .

i uel end o'l 44.01s 44.01s . .

304.G51 1,432.30s 1,04'

.

42: .

Totals

rarcsirM nn - : :nra : 2,971.2C: '.64:
!

,



eorrhuma. 3cof cttle were mere luport^nt then dairy cattle

hoge were a tnedluai enterprise, p«S ohlokens a ninor entor-

tsriae. Mxty-one perr-ent -f the far-ns h«d tractor*.

Under the 1534-31 system, wheat acreage Increased so-ie-

what, corn and barley acreages decreased Materially, while

the acreage of aweet and rrpln eorphu'iB lncrenae^—eroln

s-rrbums lnereaelr.r thre fcl-% "lumbers of all t.ir-ea of

ll»e»to':V daereesed eice-tlr i' - cattle el lev Increased

e nuwbn" » with tructo-s I

^roent.

In this area the ol<! ayete*> t?« rat melr ! t-Va

lneo--» and the or'prlrrtlon was cVnr. ed to "na tl

batter under the «fean<?ltig eo-'dlti-ne. The new ayst^-i ln-

creeaed the tale of crop*, compared with the eU o" enlsa-

tlon, :nd reduced the purchases of feed V -duetlon

In lliro stock rrasfcera. The new system would not have been

as geod ca the old or ^-le^tlon In the early port of the

nd.

Area 18

The nrl"ln?l setup was i , teen •
«•• ne to

ICO eerea of whe*t 1" leMt* county. ?heet was the -lejor

hut eorn anC barley were eloae MM , tlth aweet

"ts third and a <w t3 aerespe -

.



pasture acreage was exceptionally lrrce here. Baaf e-itile

•era tan tl-aee as Important aa dairy o<sttle end hog*, and

chic'-ens wore relnor tmterorlaea. Thirty percent or the

s had tr-etora.

In the new ayste- the eerear* of wheat increases' siati

ielly while eorr. -ley aere<i?tes d< erenser? b- <iN>ut one-

tareegea of swe t ?cy~t>u!>i8 rnd its In eerffewaM in-

creased, ftaqjberr of <»11 types of livestock declined. Ida

nuntoer of ferwa vith kraetere lucre--. '.f peree>-'

B Is area h»<5 difficulty in -wlntalnlng ineo«» wlt v

original system ired th/t new o

would yield a lergar lneoiie. The new eyetem ineresaed the

crop sxlee and docre?aed feed purchased. The fact that the

new systea would not heve been ao good In the early p"rt of

the period Indicated that the fnra»era were Justified in

!ng.

1. Trende of Kansas ac-ricultnro cen be understood best

b a study of study of the type-of-'^rminr ?r«r« and the

factors wtsiefe unt'orly their deltawatSea, The ate t-nt

es* these feotora hawe been clns' lfU - *e«n-

T»e of those f<-rt-TS, such as at
'

remained, essentially fixed wMlo , -jueh ae



precioltntlori and tfca rovernaeot profrram, charmed eortln-

ually.

In this study » consideration was (riven to the type-

of-f-rmlnfr areas witV t*e underl- I trltu-

tlon of cro's and livestock for the fivo-year period 3

32; the cK->nrfc8 by areas in tenaiwi of erops and nuntoers of

livestock fron this bate period. """J the factors

*lch caused the.'-* chnwes. Also, w - ffort was *iarte to

evaluate the changes In terms of organisation and inoono of

typical farms b-- areas.

t cipltatlon *!H tve nost Important • af-

fecting trends. The amount of r>-l"r>ill decreased i?urlrv the

period, causing lower yields. TMs resulted In a aMftlnR

of cror aerobes and a loirori--- as* livestock numbers beeauee

of feed aVortajre.

4. The nusrtoer of traotora and combines inr-^ewaed In

tVo eastern pert of Use «t^te b<it tended to re^in steady or

increase only ' in the weat --n Tt. "4*m

was due to the more sucofjisful use of tr-eto^s during the

dry period snd the introduction of small mao'lne? «*itaj

msde It possible for the operators of small- and -nodlum-

nleed farms to own thane implements.

5. Yields of cro->« are dependent largely on rainfall

and tfce two tend to follow the name trend. Prices of the



aa crone worn elo?cly rrl - -war*?

the awJas tr»nr. ' ~l:ieneed I :8>

i end aereeres, •

, hk*

numerous oV . La "-.ranee po ". irjrely

3 suoh • Ml ,
'

6. Too rovcrnnent ?»ti« tit Influentiol in stafcll-

- tho trends. It exerted more influence in the western

Hhm in the eaatsm port of the state because of the

lsr or artleirotion in the west. The program Halted the

aarea-e of whent tirA iner-asc -llowoe in the waet.

It haired swintsin 1* -urws and soil-bull "in nrsetlees in

the enst. The wreatest effect on lire stock was the buy'

of cnttle and h©i*s as an emergency Measure.

"7. attest ahnrKJon~*r the winter nffeets the

aerep rlag crors nV-ted the follow! r- . Is

I of the ahwd nraant is the r*su" -

, tbSa

U. This w*f import -nt

only in the western half of the atute.

1 He sice - ' sa not been sn Important rector

in eau3*
,

• tributed some Influence. There

w*a an ineraaae in the muriber of both small end lor^e fare*

and a decrease In the masber of sedlum-elsed farraa.

C. Trends in orop acretf-.a tended to be almll» in

Jolninp arose but th re were wide dlfrerenccB from one pert



of the otete to anothor, Wheat tended to replace corn

thro .-) out the state, with wheat lncroesinr more rapidly In

the eietera than In the western p t. heat Mreags tended

to doerenae the e*rly :-»rt of the per'fld In wostern

-«, Corn acreage cecroaeed acre per' the a»at*ra

in the eistern part. This eh«n~e woa due to the rela-

tively better yields of whe-t during the dry period and tha

- sua In siaall grain machinery. Bipley aereoco lncro*aed

rabidly anO oeta ccro-v a IncreaaeJ slowly in the eastern

pert of the atate while both tended to decreaae in the west-

ern part. The alfalfa acreage *i« maintained better In the

eftetern part of the state than In the vest but it declined

in all areaa during the latter rcrt of the period. The

•create of sweet sorghumn tended to Increase throughout the

atato due to the Introduction of /tine and the provision

under the government rro?r«B whereby sweet sorghUM ralKjht be

planted on neutral aerse.

10. Livestock tr&n'a Included a de«rer«e in the nunfcer

of hena beeeuae of unf «vop«' - le feed-e

epeaae *n the mnaber of fnrae, thereby loweplnfc the nuefrer

of flocka. The decrease wae m| rwpM in the weatern prrt

of tha atste. Cattle maabore increased until 1654 and then

deerenaed following the trend of the normal cattle cycle.



n. rease was not -a wpb Rreater In

th« western part of the state because of an extreme I

of feed. The nunteer of ho -a tendrc* to decrease until 1P31

because of roor corn yields, but to increase until 1935 (Sue

to better corn ylel<~s are" the feedin" of low-priced w!

They decreased rapidly after IMS because !*•«•. of

feed. The deerocae wee rroateat in the west he

state «rtore hors nearly dis^ . e maker of »orses

decreased throughout the period, tte decrease beln riore

rapid In tbo western the state. :heep musher? ro-

sined relatively eteejdy In enstsrn Kansas but fluctuated

•ecordirr to the enount and condition of wheat pasture In

the western part of the stete.

11. The budget analysis lndlcsted that ss condition*

ehan-ed durinr the period, the farwere adjusted their nr

lsntlona in en cttempt te maintain cash lneoas. Rm chance*

consisted of deereaeiryr the livestock and Increasing ceah

crops. It arreara the* in -Tost aress the ol ' or--" lz<^tion

was *»re preferable than the now system end I , n sa

ample feed antf pasture car. be obtained, the ~~rnere a'ould

increase their livestock and r© b*ck to their ol* system.
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Area

County

Farm No.

Sizo

Typo

SUMMARY OP LABOR, FUEL, AND OIL

Kind of
Crop Aoros

Hours Gallons

Man Horso Tractor Fuel Oil

Total for
Crops

Kind of
Livestock Number

Total for
Livestock

Grand Total
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