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By the term cateh crops is commonly understood & erop

used to occupy the soil at a time when it woulg otherwise be vacant,

whether this vacancey is caused bv the failure of one of the fegular

crops of the farm or coming between the time of harvesting one crop

4

eh erop occupies a

T
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field which in the more common farm practice would remain bare or un-

he interval of the growing of the erop. It is

often an emergency crop, that is a crop not at fir

at first planned for but
. o - . T o i 1 Al 1 ) © ~ A= -
introduced to supply a want which is s consequence of an acecident or
unforseen conditions.

A rigid regard for the teachings of farm economy would mske

"agtch " A " 3 resular meml

crops, mbers of our r
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ation as any .of the er 15!

of the farm. It is not more true that "Nature abhors a vacuum" +than

that the good farmer abhors a bare field. J
The inecreased labor in the care of crops in subsequent years re-

sulting from the germination of the countless weed seed developed in
the idle field, will meke heavy inroads upon the owner's time and
money . The catch erop may be mede to keep down these weeds and at Thel

same time improve the mechanical condition of the soil; and these are

two of the chief advantages of growing catch erops.
The ecatch crop feeds on food materisl which is made soluble snd |

Mo g
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thus retains it for use in the next erop, where it might otherwise be

o T

leached away. %

: . . o far as possible, should combine the following

A catch erop, in so far as pbossilblie, saould comblne th ] ;

|

. 2 : = s D ilitv to thrive when sown

Characteristics: cheap seed; rapid growth; ability to thrive when s it
5 i - % LN, Pt - +- + ased which "."1-!
brosdcast : freedom from charschters ,810Ner 0L Yoot Or seed,wnicn will

p vigorous root system; '
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en from the air; hardiness; -
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ability to stand Prost and to grow at a low temperature; and to be of |
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value either for forage or for soil impr ovement . A f%
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Perhaps no one plant combines all of these characteristics but
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number which possess enough of them to be practical cateh
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crops for Kensas farmers. The particular cerop to be used in any
el x - A\ { &
locality will depend largely upon the location, ¢limate, soil, and the

use to be made of the crop.
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In this article only such crops as promise to be of value to the | |
Kensas farmer will be consider This will include sorghum. Kafir |
. ot e 8 5 1

corn, oats, millet, rye, and rape, of the n

o]

n-leguminous crops; and

cowpeas, SOy beans, and hairy veteh of the leguminous erops -
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i wrh H n o 7 = Tmo " e & A o % ! “ |
in wihich catcn crops were a promiment feabture, bub experiments carried
on in other states and the few that have been tried in Kansas indicsatd ' i 1
that cateh rops can be mad g ouTe 1 +} 3 + 4
tayv catch cerops can be made a source of profit gnd st the same Hime

-

increase the fertility of the soil.
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soil. These fields are becoming depleted in their productiveness and il |
{ {
the intelligent farmer can readily see that the time has come when | I

something must be done to restore and maintain the soil fertility. Ul I

When forage is the main object or the soil is

[47)

very deficient in | IR ;

humis it may be desirsble to grow some of the non-leguminous crops as | |

& catch crop, as these crops generally give a larger yield of forage
than do the legumes. Hence they may produce more hay or more humus } , i

1f plowed under.

D
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Green plants are readily decomposed when plowed under, snd form |

humus more readily than does the more mature vegetation. Humus is a

l
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necessary snd important factor in all soils, not only for the plant | I
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The seed sprouted nicely within a few days .

plots were cultivated with a long
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ed and later cultivation. All the

and

growth by Sept. 13" the Kafir corn ranged from 2-1/2

high and the sorghum averaged more than 3 feet in height

made a good growth of leaves, the Kafir corn more than f
The sowed plots made a thick even growth; the stalk

On Sept. 13" the

canes ave
2-1/2 feet in height
The first killing frost occured on the night of Qet

four plots were harvested on the 18" and the fodder put
left to cure until Nov. 12", when it was weighed. The

cured fodder per acre were as follows:
1lbs.
Sowed Kafir corn 4400
e sorghum 6000
Listed Kafir corn 2380
® "

sorghum 2000
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both horses and cattle, there being practically no waste.

The land upon which sorghum and Kafir corn was grown was double
disced and sown to oats this spring and at this date, June 8", the
oats are smaell and have a sickly yellow color, while other plots sown
to cowpeas, and one which remained fsllow and which was plowed and
harrowed st the time of seeding the catch crops, have produced a good
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