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nsMBnncB

Qd* oftsD haMTE tho tUitaatxA, tht Bt^llih Iwogaae* la slwiys ahaa^ag,*

Md* by all sort* of psopla* Sooatlin** It oocea from the llpa of thoa* 4i«

teT* authority and Inforisitlon upon idloh to teae thla atataoanti othsr tliM

It oonsa glibly parrotad by thoaa ihe hava no lufonii-tlon to anfaroa th»

•tataiMnt but rapaat only iriiat they faanr* Bamvnr, tbara doea aaam to b«

an alBoat ooaiplata agraanent ooiioaralag ths truth of tha atatamant*

Slnaa the atatanaBt that our iDgliah languaea la ehanglng aaama to b«

M gaaarally aoeaptad, the nast logleal proaadnre la to datamioa aa nearly

aa poasibla ho* far and la it»t dlraatlon the trend tomrd ahanga haa gona*

Thia problan la ao azteoali* aa to aaaa alaoat lopoaelbla to aolva, and It

la only aa the larger prObln la brokon dovn Into aany anall ualta that It

beglna to appear In any maaaura ready to be aolrad* Aa a partial aolutlea

•aa vary agaall area of abaaga la praaented In thla paper* Thla dlaouasion

gtraa the reaulta of a atudy oonduoted In regard to tha trend In agraamaot In

auai)er of pr«»juna uaad with Indefinite pronoun antaeadanta*

RHOOS Cf PKOCBDDia

In thla atudy it aaaaied wiaa to aaka a aurvay of graai»r taxtbooka and

handboaka to deteniliia aa nearly aa poaslble haar great and ha« rapid thla

ahanga haa b««o« Par tfaia prarpoaa lOS textbooka and tz handbooka or handbodc

aeatlona of taxtbooka ware uaad, the oldeat dating baok aa far aa U>8 aaA

tha aaat aodeni being eopyrl-^ted In 1940* aioh book naa carefully inriiiiilnai

to diaoover sny atatensnt oonoemino the aobjeot of nunber of ja^nouna uaad

with indefinite pronoun aateeedenta* If no definite atatemonts mre oad*,

any aaterial nhleh parf^lnad to the aiib>at at all iraa aougfat. Thia i.zf
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fWnMitlOD haa twen gathered together In Isgloal dlrlslona and form* « portion

of the main body of thli paper*

In addition to the aurrojr of gromnrs It leened «!•• to make soew sort

of eur-rey of the aotual uae of pronouns with Indefinite pronoun anteoedenti

In order to try to dotaralna iriiat fonaa are aotuaily being need In apeelflo

altuatlona of this klni* For thia purpoaa the draoa as a literary form «aa

ehoaon for uaoi thla eholso arose from a oonoluslon that the drama rspreasnt-

ad the aotual apeoA, tiie langtaige of the people, and t)n>a afforded the beat

opportunity for the study of any oertnln grasnatloal font auoh as the one irlth

vhloh thla atudy la oonoemedt Consequently, ISO different playa, ranging

from aoiiB of the most modem to thoae of the early nineteenth oentury, «aro

studied In order to find oxatiples of this foro in use* Khnre no suoh ox-

aoplsa vers found, the substitutes for thla oert«ln fonn were aought» Ifaa

results of this searoh have also been oomplled and form another portion of

the naln body of this paper*

These two kinds of data eYaluated together ha-ve proaented an Intereating
.

Inalght Into ona area where our language aeema far from atatie* Thay are

dleouaaed fully in the Tellowing pagea together with other naterlal idienorer

it hM oontrlbuted pertinent Infomtlon other than that foiaid In the two

naln aourooa*

smx or HOHMa ab nmm a asuous. vsxtaooa

Blatorleal Survey

The problem of nonber la one «hloh faoea eveiy atudent of grasr.arf

nAiethor he la atudylne Kngllsh grasBar or the grannair of sons other langoaga*

AgrMHont in auDber Is a naoossary requirement between a pronoun and Its



•ak«M<tont, but it is uiMlly a alopl* rsqulreauit to fulfill* Zn tK* Boglldi

Unguag* It It only •• ths •tudant It tonfrontod by an ladafInlte ^«noun an*

tooadont that ha baaana puce lad bjr tfaa prablam* then tha atudaot oftan aaka,

•Should I uaa a tlngular or plural pronoun -with an Indaflnlta proaoua antaoad^

antT* Iha antaar to 'Uiit quattlon la not alvaya tha tant| It dapaoda 19011

idiBt autitority tha oonolutlon it baaad aad to tona axtant upon the yaar in

ahloh that authority oaaa to hit oonoluaion*

Tha originally aooaptad rvila in ragard to aoat Indaflnlta pronouna «M

that thmf aro alaeular and tharefora auat ba rafarrod to by alngular pronouoa*

Otla la atill tha rula glvsn in oaaaa idiaro daflnita ragulationt aro aat dotnn

and no oonalderatlon la givan to ohangtng oonditlaca* Ona typioal axaoplo of

thlt daflnita rula iat 'Any, aaoh, orery, naithar, anyona, everyona, aomtont.

acaabody^ no ona, t^ poraon aro alngular and oaiat be referred to by aingiilar

pronouna*"^ A typioal varlBtlon of thla rula nalcea the atataataot that naat

Indefinite pronouna hare no plural aad therafora are aliwya tlngular aad aiMt

neoeaaarlly have aineular foraa to agraa with tham« Bowvar, thla atudy «»•

undertaten prlaarily to dotaraina if there hat baan aay ohaqga in tha attltodi

toaard thla att rule and if ao vhat It la*

i«MC the 101 sranar taztbooka whlah aara atudiad there vera found 66

liiloh diaeuaaad tha problea of masbar in oonnootlon with indaflnlta pronoun

aataaadacta. The raaainlng 47 did not diaouaa tha problam at all* Hhather It

aaa not eonaldarad of enough iiqportenoa for dieouaalon or ahathar theao

authora felt that It vaa a quaatlon opon for debate and oonaaquantly did not

aara to sake any dafinlte atateaaot r«gardli« it or to enter into taff

^Henry Soidal Oanby, Predarlok araatua ?leree, Benry Noble HaoCraokisn, aad
Stith Ihonpaoa, Eagliah Ooaipoaition in Theory and Praetioa (»»w York, o*
10S9}f 607«

***
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duBouMitti eonMmine It li not knora* Bsvovor, It ! probabX* that both

rMtena had amm affaet upon thoa* «ha wrote ths toctbooka «hlA do not di»>

•lua tlie problMu Anong th* 84 haadboaka uaed for thla atudy only om laekad

a«na ttataaant ragardtne tambmr In auoh aaaaa aa theaai 23 nada i^ulte daflolt*

atataaanba In I'ogard to th* ctnactlon.

Znolodad In tha graaDar tooctbooka atudlad «*r« IT vhioh bMir data*

aarllar than 1900| thaaa datea Inoluda 1828, 1866, 1860* 1877, 1878, 1884,

1880, 1887, 1889, 1801, 18B2, 1893, 1897, and 1306. Stz of thaaa booka xrni*

atataaanta or praaaated a diaeuaaion of this prOblan, but tha r«i»inii% •laiaa

ICBorad it« Iha vaiy earlleat, that of 1828, laada till a ^ry daflnlta atata-

Kt, "Pronouna aueh aa aadi, evary, and althar auat ba uaad with no\aa of

tha alngnlar aoBbmr only«"^

Bona yoara latar. In 1S86, Samuol S« Oreana haaltated to aeknowladse that

aartaln Halting adjootlvaa eould evor bo naod aa pronouna or be oallad pro»

noima* Ha made thla apaolflo atatWMnki "Thoao llBitlnr. adjaotlvaa vhloh nqr,

vltbout tha uaa of the artlole, repreaont a noun iriian underatood, are oallod

pronanlna) adjeotlToat*** nian auoh adjeetlvea repreaent a noun underatood,

thay aM genenlly ealled pronouna* They saiy aore properly be oalled proaOB*

laal adiaetlvea uaed aa novoai****'

In 1866 Ooold Broun piJJlititsd hia Qraianar of Bqsllah OraMwra. nhioh «
M ooaprahanalTe and eonplete a woric aa had been publlahed at that tlae. Be

Mda aererel intereetlne atataienta ragarding this problem of nonber a^ree-

of th« arei "Of tha proooainal adjeotiwa the following diatrl>

'Cbarlea M. Ingersol-l, Converaationa on En.";ll8h Oraariar (Portland, o* 1828),

'Saaiel 8. Oreene, A treatiae on t)w Structure of tha Erwliah lAnewge {Phlla<>
delphla. o. l8«8),nflnK

^^ a=3»-
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butlon !*• toea nsdei *^sjh . c\-nry. and either tre e»ll«d dl»trll>otlT«B|

leotuso, thoufch thoy Imply »11 the prrscns end thiriga that oklB* up a imcboi",

thoy cccisUer thm, not as one lihole, but as tal:m eoprjRt-^lj'.,." "The

(rosostirjil adjaotl-ms, >a«h. roa. (tlthcr, and neither. ar» always In ths third

person elr^culart end, idien the}' are the leading worie in tha&r clause* thegr

raqtiire verbs ait' prcnouns to agree with thoQ accar(!lnc:]7i as *R>eh of yoti ia

entitled to his share.*"' 't distrlbutlTe term in the sinKuler number. Is

frequently construed in apposition irlth a easipratisbslTe plurali •«, •ThsT'

reap vanity, e\'eryona Trtth his nei-,hbor»' 'Qo ye ev«y man unto his olty»«

Tlio foregoing egcusples era plain, but si^ ilar expreasicas soiastli:«>s require

oare, lest the distributive or o«lleetlve tmn be so plaoed that its construea

a
tUm and ntvaing cay be misapi'rnhended** Thus It is plain that these lriaaf>

inite prcmouns ««re eonsidarad to be sfnguXor ia form, ersn thou^ soMtlmaa

used in appealtlcd with the plural they,

Oseaslooslly a atatssMXt nade to fit one situation seams to aj^ly equallj

well to anotbv separate hut slnllsr altuaticn. In recard to a dlsoassion of

aelleetlTa nouns and their varb agreosaot Mvln A, Abbott has uritten that the

aaplaoaticn of difficulty and ir.eoasistency In this type of agraoient lies la

7
the fact thett the laoorrootnesc Is used t« avoid hsrshaoas. This axplanatloa,

appearini; as it does In a disousslon of dlffersr.t kinds of agreasunt, might ba

applied to indefinite prcnouns end aereanaat with thsm also, A further aetaa

tlon of this tffe is found in this statouait made by miiaa B. Hodgson la

1

^doold iironaa, Ihe QranBair of Bigllsh OraBcara . with an Introduotlon Hlatorla4
and Critical t the Wiole Vothodle«Ily anti Amply IJIus&ated tWaw Yorfc, e, MBB),

Ml" "s.
SiTTTT. . COO.

''Tdidn A. Abbott, How to Parse (Boston, o, 1870), 206*



^
18871 "A dlffloultjr arlMS when bo«s eandars ar* implied In each, eneiy. ste^

ad •ocordlnc to Profoseor Bidn the plural may then be used. Be iaye (BaglUh

Om^r, Rp 177-6), •OrMnkrlana frequently oall this oaaitruotlon an error,

iwt rsflaetliv: that It 1« equnlly an error to apply •hl«» to feolnin* cdbjeet*

Sage of the beet vl^ora furnish eoowplei of the uee of the pliral at a note

ef gettias ont of the difficulty.* It may be obaerned that ecoetlwa b«th

eenao aad erasMr nay be pretervad by eubatltutins aU or both for eTery or

each."^ Hare ia th» flret eugEootlon dlaetfr^rad in thle etudy that th» plvtA

la eier ueed eorreotly with any Indefinite pronoun. It is also inbereBtii:g to

note that another suegeation was mde in the final eenteaaa for auniautttiag

the difficulty without the use of the plural, tt is often aoBTeaient la writ*

lag to uee soae auoh devloe rather than to insist on eitiier the singnUr or

the ploral fora*

In 189* B. OnuB t^rte aade this definite statssMBti 'the adjeetive pro«

nouns one ard other are laade plural regularlyi as one, ooea i ether, othera.

8>oh, either, nei.har, and another are used in the singular mnbor only..,**

In regard to Oraa tjrte*s statenent coneemine the pronoime one and othor it

is Intereeting to note a eritloiect oade ^ Ooold Broan in his OrenMtr of

fcl^liah Ormanars beet in 1888. Mr* Brom orltloixes an earlier author la

those words t "Dr. Bullions oays, *Ons and other refer to the singular only.i

-Hbielish Oraimair. page 88. Of ones and others he takes no ootioei nor is ha

suffloiently attenti-ve to usage in reepeet to the roota."

It has been aoted pre-riously in this paper that in the 17 grannwirs which

"WlUlan B. Bodgaon, Brror

s

la the Bee of Bnclish (Hew lork, e. 1887), 175,
"E. Oram I{rte, Advanced graginar and doraposltlon (Mew lork, e. 1899), 140.

Wooold Brow, og. Pit. , p. 276.
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bMT detei •ftrller than 1900 aoljr Otw msgaatlon ms founl that a plural

jronsua i* aver ussd, oorr»otly or looaiTootly, In oonneetlon irith an la-

imtloit* iironauB antaovdantt Rej^Mnblng ttie on* d«««d* from 1800 to 1910

tao graaare mra fount «hlah esv* the ueseatlon of ths uae of a plurnl pro-

noun with an indafInlte jpronoua aataeadanli. Honavor, in nalthar t«xt «ag HJa

ylnral aeasptod a« oorroot eraaiaatioal aaaga*

10 repr«aattt th« teoada from 1900 te 1910 alaran ermmara, baarlne tte

datsa 1903, 1906, 1907, 1908, and 1909, nara atudled* Stnna of tha Avna

had no atatieutnt or dlsouaslon rogarfcc mMbar of pronoun* uaad with iniafl«

nits pronotn anteoedants. two of tba alwrtn, thoaa bjr WLllUis Cobbatt aad

aeorse ?. Krapp, eontalaad the usual definite rule vlth no asoeptlona glTsn*

E* *. Po«l«r and F. 0. Fotder In Kw M^*' Bngllah Mda the followlas stat«>

aoati 'Ihoy, thea. their. feeSrs. are often uaed In i«fen>ii« baolc to alngu-

lar pronooiiailst Our vl«nr la that (thou^ it la ateitted to be dlaputable)

thay, their. ete«, ahauld oovar be reaoi'tad to In luoh aaaee«" Httber Qrojr

Buehl«r i«da thla aosMiriiat sla&lar atatemeati

Olffioultiea In the uae ef ttao niaober fonsa «f peraooal pro»
nouna arlae Hilnly In oomsetlan with suoh expraaaiona «• anybody,
ever/oedy. each, either, neither, usi nobody. Sueh exiareaelaiB,
IB aptte of the eaaprahanaliM tManlng of a<M* of tbai^ ara (''
Mtleally aiagularj and In literary ft«llah they are referred to
Iqr alagalar pnoouu*** If the wltar eonaitarad rafarenea to a«c
wwth irtille, ha would aay, If anybody ealla, aek him or hor to
Mlt.* Ordinarily, hoMavar, ha would tiaa 'hlai* only, taJdU^ for
granted the applieatlon to woaan.

In acUatittlal kgllsh auah azpreaalana aa
ate., are referred t« by the s*o^''laaa plta-al

anybody, aveiybody^
a, thoy, thstr, tMK. ..

^(illlaa oebbett, Dw Ecgllah Oraamar of KilUan Oobbett (Sew Tork.
a. 1906), 184. —

—

-•

"Oearae P. ICrapp, the Kleaenta of Kngllah 0»a—ar (Haw Tork, a*
j^aoe), 87. " " '

H. w. ?owlor and y, 0. Powler, Ihe Klneia bigllah (Ckford, e.
1906), 67.

...... .TTia „.=»



^
Ihit ne»f:^ la i»Ttly ai at' wnrt to fin ' s prcnow tfc»t will ataaA

fsr twitit h« and «h»« Mtd pMtly rofleetlon of th* Mii)irA«MtT«
aMUBtlng cT aybo^, wrgrybody, <>to. It Is slnsmed hy thoaa iriio

Iwra an aar tar eraiaatlMl aeourady^

To rsprnaait the dasada fr:«i ISIO to 1920 flftaao griiamara, baarlns

tba dataa 1611, 1912, 191S. 1914. 19le. 1916, and 1917, ware atudUd. 81gM

of th« flftaaa dlaouaaad tha niaabloo of mmber of prooovoa uaad with Indafi-

iklt« preaouB Mita«*d«Btai tha rantlnlag sarrn ignorad thla probleai antlraly*

ABong tha puBcra groupad arbitrarily by oopyrlr^ht dataa In -Utoaa for thla

daaata «M found tha firat group of wtiloh hr.lf or aora than half of tha booka

Mntalnsd a dlaaosaSon of thla quaation of canber*

This vary Intnraating tfaat—

n

t of tha problaa warn found In A, Ja AafetK%

Senior Tiigllah Qra«Binri

Tha prcaova, ha, sha. It, ought to aigna In gander and nunbar
with tho novo to WHeh It rafara. But It afton hA]^«Ba thst It hH
to be uaad with raCoranaa to the Indlvlduala of a alaaa that may
oonclat of both aa»«, dlatrlbutad by waia of thQ Bin^ular in»
definite pronoiaa *aa«h* Md 'avaiy' , mr ta either of tao alacalMT
DcuQs differing In gan4ar, and aomwated by thr alt^irnatlra pronouas
•althar • or*, 'saither • nor'. The difficulty that tfaoa arlaaa la
aontetlnaa a<rndad by using thn plio-al,., SoBa Icsiat that In sueh
«»»— nltamatlTa proacuna ahculd be used*** But on the ahole, the
plural s««mi preferable, althoufrti, of ccurse, it Invclres a br^aoh
of rule. Suah • awtana* aa, '%ah n«i, wcama, tai ohlld reoelTod
his, her, and Its share*. Is Intolerably aafeword. But the plural _
diould be raatrlotad to aa««a la whlah thare la a patent dlaersfanqy.

tn 1014, one yaar latar, BArln BeTbart Lewis nade the fellenlne atat**

at I "Hhan the antaeadsnt of a pronoun Is a alnciilar noon or prmoui of

MHMB gaadar, like peraon, avaryone, anyone, wyeryfaody. anybody. It Is baat

fsfarrad to by tha firsaotm ha* In apoksn BorUah wa aagr be pardoned if wa

refer to ereryone, everybody, by thay . but in atriatneaa auoh words as one

Thjbar Omy Buahler, A Kodetn Birllah Oriwiwar with Compoaitlca (Hew York,
,.e. 1900), 184t

" """
'^A. J« Ashton, Saalor %>f,llsh Ortamar (liODdoo, a* ISlS), SS9*



1
•ntl ^dy are Blngular crsmnatleeilly*"*" Also In 1914 AI31* Blount and Cltrk

Sutherland Hcrthup In An ''hf/llBh Sramnar diseaased the problsB of nmatier and

gave examples in the following mordsi "A distrlbutlre singular subject ia

(ometlnes followed by a plural verb, Example • Behind hlra die

Faint and more faint« saoh hostile cry> - Soott>

A dlstributlTS or indefinite word Is samstirns referred to by a plural pro>

noun« Buraple • lobody knows what It is to lose a friend till they hare leA

hia."''" In both of these books pabllshed in 1914 the pluritl fonn of pronovna

used with an Indefinite pronoun antooedant was spoken of as aoaeptable usags*

although perhaps not quite oountenancad as gramnatieally correoti

An addltionBl interesting bit of Information on the problon of number

was offered in certain of these textbooks^ Kittredge and Farley in 1915 in»

slated that personal pronouns nugt be in 1*e singular to agree with the snt*>

cedents jeach, STerybody, eto. Howo-.-ar, they allowed none to bo represented

by elthor singular or plural* Jtmse C. Femald handled the problem slnl>

larly in 1916

1

Of the indefinite pr<mouns, another ^ eaeh . either, and neither
are singular onlyi any and both are plural onlyi ««a» and such are
eithor singular or plural j one and other are singular« butTonn
regular plurals, ones and others* Weoe (as a confound of no and
one ) was formerly held to be singular only, but is now by approved
authors used also as a plural* Any ms formerly tised as a singular
and other as a plural without change of form.*'

J. Leaslie Hall in his Biglish P8af:e made a similar stotsmaBt giving the ln»

formation that none might be either singular or plural* Hr* Hall said that

"Bdwin Herbert Lewis, A Textbook of Applied Biglish OraiBAr (Hew Tork. o.
1914), S02.

"Alaa Blount and Clark Sutherland Northup, An Bnglish Oreamnar (Hew Tork,
0. 1914), 104*

'°George I,yrcan Kittredge and Frank Bdgar Farley, An Advanced Hnglish QrtmBr
..(Boston, 0* 191?), 84*

— "
' "

Joaas C. Femald, Bnglish Oraaoar Simplified (Hew Tork, c. 1916), 49*
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«16 offlgiQally ft (Ingulftr Vara tat Vt»i ia the MreotMntii o«Btui7 It

took OB a plural Boanlne and baa kapt that rtaeminc down to the prsswit tlB»«

lo»*r«r» ha Mid that tlia aor* ay ha* a *pluristio* souad.

To rapraaaot tha daaada from VtSD to 19S0 81 taatboaka* baarlner tha Maa

isa. 1812* 19»* 192t, 192S, 1M6. 19S7, ISBS, and XS89* «ara atudiad.

Kralve ot theaa 21 ooatainad disoaaaloaa of thia pre l«a« but ulna failad aaa

tirely to oontaln aiqr notioa of It* It t« latarMting to uota titiat rmrr

littla Tarlaica tma allavai bgr asgr ctf the authors of thia parlodi tte daeada

aa—i to hara baan aoa in vhlsh oalf absoluta atatanasta of rula «ara aooept-

ad.

Ona typloal axaapla of tha aort of abaoluta rula sivan at thia tl-na '•aa

foiad la daarga 0« Cuma'a CollaK» Bhsllah ^taaayt

Tha aiogular la nov tha regular fonn after eaeh aaa« (>y«»ybo<y.
araryana. )rtth«r. ainaa th«gr ara fait as praaantinr au^JMca aapa»
raialy*

Itoaa «M originally a alngular aad la aeawfciaaa atlll ao uaad«
but li is nea nora ooiL-nonljr felt an<l asai^a a pl«ral« In tha alngu*
lar It la nov uaually ra^aoad by no oBa»**

It la avldant In the fbragalng aaPMtpla that xtfoam «aa aaaaytad aa a ^val

Igr Curaa bafora ha would aaeapt tha ahola group of ae-anll«d iadaflnlta pv«>

nouna aa pIotbI*

iaothar typlaal azaapla la tha foUaalAC* takm fkcai ifofan BdMn Kall'a

Praatlaal Wrtmi afa—r« la «Mah tha •gwm.tmt aaBblanad la with Torba

aa]7 and not sdth pronouns*

Tha proiaouBa aaah . aratytody. and awMtyana. and a nam nodlflad
*jr <wyy« taka aiagulir ttvba*

Wana la eanarally ragerdad aa alnaya alneular but naiqr earaful
wrliara and speakara uaa with it a plvral -rarb whan Ita tmuf la
pluraU

??J. UaaUs Hall, tegttah Paaga (Oilaace, a. 1»17), m,
i^Oeoree 0. Ouima. BollaKa IBtTTah arw»ar (KlafaMnd, a* 1S»}« 115.
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*Vona of the tmellfirn 1« ?'*<'•' -,
•!»• of th* irlaeipala <«u, mr*) prA«ant*'**

tho folloidBg WHiylo MS takm from tho BrltlnR of BtagllJt Igr Kanly*

RldMTt, and n-ooMmt tMh. »lthtir» T»rybo<^ , nelth'n-^ enyroo. egoryaoo,

are grnaiatlealljr aiBgular. Kona la either alnguUr or pltowU"**

li&lar d«nnlt« atsteMiika •at dlawaaluna vara tami ia Uabal C*

nwmMBM*a Studlaa to Ora—r«* U Z» CKoarta'a 8atf.J^lda to the BaaenttaK

«f arwBitleal naatea,'^ Jaasla U Whaalar'a OwBar at .loric.^ aad 3, A,

CroaaU Iha UttXa Qrwaar*
^'''

la aana eaaaa the auttora taorbt the aaoa praaapta but toataad of Ki'*ln(

a aertato rule did tlia taaatdae ty anaiplac Par toataaaa, to A Uollap aw»

Biar . l)y Haaen Unc, the followtoc aathod aaa naadi "Obsorra the foUaaiag

ref'>raBaa pf—lnal adjastlveai

IratTbod^ baa hia Ufa to liTa*

flaah of you anab hmd to hla oan voi^c**"

Slrdlarly, C. H« Ward praaacted thla naterial to hia aaataaaa and th€a>ai

Vi«a «• r«far to ena thtog or one peraoa, wt aaab vrn* a aingnlar

Tarb Kd a aliv^lar paraoaal praBota •• thnai
•ItlMrr of yaw alaa^a Ida oaR ahoaa*
9varjfttEia ia at hia owident•

laab tf «a haa ££ apMial Joh.
If «• r«f«r to aaah paraoa to a alaaa of boya and ^rle ar to

a aroiid of am «id iionaB« wa aaa hia*

k little dlffer«ot proaaofcation of the idea of Bombar aaa fomci to ji

Sfjote Mrto alia. Pmatloal Rayjea Onapar (3ostoa« a* 1918}, 8S8.
aejolB Matlteaa Manly, 8414;k ttfalMHi, and Uartto rr*mma, Th< ^lrltlnf; of
jMliah dar Tork, «• W»), 429,
gWibal e. geraanay »tt«liaa JA Onamme (Vob' Tcrk, a. 19M),,161,
—M J. O'Kotoka, SeXyjmt' «t WBrgWaptlala of Oramlttieal Oaaga (nishing%aa

^. 0., o* IMTj.TTf:
~

;

•njaaaie U Wio^ler, araawar > l«Brit (Boaton, o* 10S8), U6»
*'!• A< Croaa, The Uttle flTttSar ( Joston^ e* 19S9}, 68*

^taacm Uog, A Collere Ocmmf (fimr York, e* 19S8), 61«
"C. B* Hard, Itotapaa "and Thaaa (Chloaro, o, 1929), 376*



maatn l^gllrti Onrntttt W otto Jeaporscn* Thla ftattMet is as follow*

*1k«n ttM subj««t Is ocM of th«) proaotois thnt tmrr« the saraa font In txAh

iiMib«ra« ncma, nr, (n)«lthBr« whoj ^ihloh . •rhBtj tits wt> «gr b* In althar

jnMfl)«r« aseordtn; as tiis s lingular or plural Ideia is u|ii»«)Doat la thn «pMk«r%

alii4«*^ ifkln this dlsousalon Is of a^rsanant vlth w'b and not vlth pj«»

ttotaif but In Boft atiMM a rula 'Mah eaa b« appllod In on* situation oan alss

b« applisl In th« otlMr*

I dlffsrmt Intarprotatlon of the taftn tndrfinite pronovB ins fo-aid In

fy.vr U-lng hmi^fia, by Orsristan and Ourr«jr. Thsjr lnelu4»d this dlseusslfln In

thfllr bookt

PronoAs which tndloata not ona partlcnlnr tMn.i- bufc any ana cr

aora of a alas* of things, ara aallad Indafimta Pvmomt* Thsgr ar*
pronouns of c'^aral er 'va^a raf*r«ao«»

Some of the Personal Pronouna aan ro mmr to this oatepory —
Ur a«np|B, ftmsr aayl Do thgr aayt iQiat do thay aayt Wall, la*

thsm ssyl**

This material aaa of spaalal Interaat beeauae of the aoctenalTe use of tlM

indefinite they« A furtiMMr ocnsldamtlon of this phase of the quaatloa will

b« found in the dlsooaalon of the axsnplea of nunbar takan frcai yarlous dnasaat

Charles Carpotsr Pries In Th" faaQhinr of the ftglltft I<Bi^i^e haa

taMkad at the sore of this noBbsr problaa md all other probl«ns of au;llah

r* Re haa stated the qusatlon thosi

Tha anavar to the quaatloa, •Khat ihgliak la graMMitlaally
aaoaptablat*

(1) The only basis for oorraatneaa Is i^ttmumr amat be naaga, for

the ashoola the uaae" of the** aho ara aarrylBe on tha affairs of
IBogllalwapaallBg people*
(S) Hher* thla naaga la praotlonlly umwiineue there la no appeal*
ta* ahara it la divided no ana font or oenstmotlait is the sol*

Otto Jeaperson, A Mo^st" mellsh GrBPmar (Heidelberg, *• 1987), 170.

'*J, H* 0, Or«ttan'"and P» Ourray, Our tlvlnf UnCTSKa (l.andan, o, 192S), ISt*



1>

coi'i 94t cntt*

(8) Zb Mmw tt dlrldad QMS** * r«taoiiabl« galdlag prlaoiple of
dMlalon muXd bo to ohooae thnt fom or oonatrucrtlon ^ieh is la
MMord «lth tba t«nd«B«lM ar p«fctemaj.|f lagllalt m th*M «« b«

from Vtr hittoiT' of tha liBieu*c«(

Mr* Fries ima olao Bade tha follMdite atatoiaMkl

And *Hm avryooa handed in their paporst* la h^ld to ha aa
•rror baMuaa It aoafliota with the rule that a pramia asraM vlth
Ita antoeedaat In ausbar* Xhe attitude that the oonvwitioaal rule*
are the wfgor* of «efrMt Biellah vwSerllM the MMBon tr—natloX
ideas of ao«t people and i« the aaaoq^lcm upon idiialt is hMad nuab
•f the •daMtt<»utl InrMtleatloii of the ln{;aag« atror* ef Hhoel-
Al Idrao* Zt therefore deaervea the most earoftil oooaldaratloiu^

In footeote i&Mterial taken fron atudlea jreaaated la tha Sixteenth Toar*

book of thq National Sooiafey for tho Study of gduoatioa. Part Z« pp 88.110«

and frea <tawiead ani O'Shaa, Hoyr >^oh Bar.liah OtaMBart . Mr. Frlea faM

naoad tha ttaree aoat violated rtilrie la the ftiglish laagiik|««"* Thcgr ar*

(1) The vert *to be' takes tha sam eitse aft«r It as stcnds before It*

(8) nith tha auslllaiy 'haire* or *had* the past partlolpl* mist be osai*

Bot tin fons of tha slspl* psst taosa*

(3) A jpronoiai aiprees with Its aotaoadant la nuaibar*

Vlnee the rule la regard to aerecaunt of pronoua and antsosdant la anSbar

la aae of the three Boat ylolated rulea in the 1b;;;lld> lMcaage« aeoordlng ta

the prvrlotts at«taa(Bit nad* Igr Hr. Pries tiie rule oaanot be abaolufce* thsra

aaaga la divided, ao ana fore or oonatruetloa Is the sole sorrsat wiak" In i>a«

gard to this question the ua«ee is Tary definitely divided, ao saoordlng to Ikk

Fries aithor the singular or the plural foin of the jroaoun with an Isdoflnlta

pronoua anteeedant would b* aaaaptabla*

"Oharlae Oarpantor Mae, Tha Taaehlnr of the Ifafiliah Lanrnajce (Hew Tork,
o, 198T), 4S,

~~"

Wlbld., r,
84

Ibid.. Z, %



To raprasoat ths l>«t dmoaia, that fror. 19S0 to IMO, S4 extmemn

•tudled. Ibaae bore the d«t«s, 19S1, 19SS« l&3i« 19SS, 1996, 19S7« 19S8, 1989,

ml 1910* AiEoag the M cnaaain •xanlasd were found nine whloh did not stanblHi

or disouss tbs question of noaribor of irenoiae ua«4 with Indefinite jranoua

•BkeoedeDta and fifteen iriiioh did Alceuas the probloa* It la at^flOMit ta

lote thnt niclt a thorou^ nad MDinent scholar aa Otto Jeap«r«ai did not dla-

ouBs the quaetlcBf* anridentljr the inporta&oe of It tma too ellefat or the

dlaat:rad<mt upon it a*« toe arldent to tmrrmt a 8tat«n«at by hlo In 19SS*

H JIT
ttataieata vara found la booka by T, K. Kltohalli Bouaa and Heurman}"

IB
Xlasa Brocbny* Cl«rk« Oraan, ani Oettiwai Canbyj Pleroa, KaaCraekan, and

thaa^aetii* Oeorr* ". Cunnaj*' Saaroy and Sugdanj** 0, Rexfcrd Pa-rlaj*'

48 44
ttarbroak and SajMnAi and le«ronoa« Kutan, Roaa, and Babb| to the affaot

that Indaflnita pronooaa ar« olmsra sineular ead miat abraya be referred to

by aingular prenrnina» thla avldgasa ean be used to tugfatt %b.9 iliaory held

by aoLis abodaQts of graoDar that dafiiilte rulea are tk» only mmm of taaoha

inx aaatala praoapta* Eoaarer, thla theory la not unaalaoualg' aosaptad gacBf

atudaoba cf graacatf*

~^Otto Jeaperaon, rgsan^^ lala of Saellah Oraawf (lf«a TortCf a* 198S), 808«

"r. K, ItttOhsll, ButUA (IwSniir' for Collatte 8t«kUnt« (wear York, e. 1981),

S^Bener C* Booao and Suaaa %iolyB Ramn, Eeaorlptlve Byllah OrfgcMir (He*
York, Ot 1981). 80*

•"Paol f» Kloa, Valad* aroolongr* Blla S« Clark, Aadrair J, Oracn, and Koyal A,
OattBMi, A iMter'a Kanual a«) workbook (fim Tork, a. 1988), 8S»

**B<Bty aoldel CaniV', Predarlak Braatua Plarao, lamy Noblo Maaeraolcaa, and
8Mth Thonpacn, op» alt», p, SOT,

*"Ooorge 0, Cuma, Parta of Speeah and Aooldgiea (Boeton, o* 1988), 189,

^''Luoile 8aar«v and Jean Suf;den, rovndatlcp tegHah (Bav Tork, a* 1986), 108*

42c. Rasford Davia, Toward Coeraot toi^Ualt (Xov Tork, a, 1*88), tS«

A. Starbrook and w, 8* l^nMnd, Indaotlve '^r.liah Coppoaltloo (Haw ToHt, ••
1987), 194,

*%«t ft Lcwranaa, Shetnan H. Knhn, Xatthaw W* Boaa, and Lawrtnoa Babb, ^
rtBatlanal arwaray (lav Tork, a. X987), lOo
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Onorre Or-m- In hi* STtitwT hm« ^iT«i sn »ntir»ly <!lff«r«ot Um frflB tiwt

*» W* P»rt« of tpaacli and Aealdww* tai trrm that ^lT«n la ti^ otlMr i.riwiiiai

Mse those sttidled. «« stRtOBmt folloirai

th« rttignlar la *he Msnlar form «ft» the lB««flnlt« or r«-
•nl jroaeaw yh cti«. avwryfao<^ .««.9to.. siaoa tksy ws now uanalV
fait M praaantlnr; t»i- g-'bjuot a^ximtolyi '^iraryBBe tea Ma hobljy,
Valther liaa • «lf«.t in Btgliah the plivnl waa nniMiiii kartTu Uw
t«Bd«iqr T«»a thw attonp to sItb ortprcnslon to tha pltral Idaa lorl.
•lljr aoutalaaa la thaaa wartet ••v^sryooa la the hooM «m« la thalv
bed8»« (naldlait), Ihla xmf;9 aarrlTea In leoea ooUoqulal an!
HFulv avM«h. After althar. howavar, the |>liar«a vei* la aklU
fwad alas ta th« literary lanruftprB aloogald* of «19 ategular, Ob
aoooi-Bt of the atrsBK plural idea loeloally aontalaad la It- tha
plural T^rt ma oaBRien In older l^-.gllah m^ la atlU foood In rood
authors* •Tharaltaa* hodjr la aa ^ooi aa Ajax>« ahan aatthar era
foiaid,« (Oi^eapaera), nial^har of tte are dttea** (H, r„ n^ne).

Son* wad to b« alneular ooawlafcely, bnfe aov la eft«n uaad a^
pluml font irtth plural tw*,*"

Ctmia alao aada a afeetaawit later In the a«w book aayl:« that pr«a«t

*7 e««»«fal aeooptaaaa la th"t «>a alngolar for* of proBmaio la oorreot In r«>

farrtae to Indefinite pnMoan anfteeedants, b* that the elder, lltflrary uaaf*

•f the plural etlU aorvlrea In looae oelloqulal and popular speeeh. Pe oltad

/ddlaon, Beaoonafleld, Melding, taf Dafoe aa QMra of the plural fans,**

Arthur Kamady In Ourrept Hhglltfi haa allomd aoM varlsnae froB the ruX«

If the lo^'lo and wnOag of the context explain Its neai

the nw of nme with a plural verb, aa In •»<«• wore aaTod',
haa oftaa been erltlelied on the pround that neaa wane hio «na»,
nr-pp eaya, 'Uaege Juatlfloe none alao as a pTutfI', and the '!a»
fti^llah Metlonary atates th-'TTEe plural ooiatruotlon is ure
ooBT-OTi, Fair apeakers healtate to use It, If the plural sews
lllo|^oal, the use of no eae, the meontreated form, will aeHle the
trouble*

^_ tootker kind of gremiatloal trap oatohes the laiaary apaatarw«a ha oaea ma of the ladeflalte prooouna, aapevlally mm. asi*..,.
a*.., with a follo»lar partltlva^tlTe phralVa. te^SSh'^of
tte nan elttlng In the atere ware hurt », Orexnatleally tSTToTStti^
thla tina, the alagolar verb wg is plainjy required*

*«rbwr bst""™**
^^^ <^°«*«». •• I9«i)« *U



Ob ^« otiwr hand, th* meoa la tba tntarrcolnr phraaa ibbh

timas raally gOTMma tita ainbar of tba verb whloh loUuns lt« aa ixi«

'H« «rat« on* of tbo boat novala that avor aara arlttai*, aiui it la

illogical to ra;<]ea tin vorb aiugulfK* •>• U'ougb tfaa alauaa vara a
aodtflar nf ana Inataad of noralai

In Powa and
j
ftyla Clark, Ba«ty« Benyar, and Vaa aada thla atatanaifei

*Prcaouna rafarrinf; to diatrlbufelve pronouna Ilka araryapa and ayatyfao^ tifid

to nouna nodlflad by thn diatributlva adjaatlroa Ilka aaoh and avaiy ara

alni>;ular»"^ nanmnrvf, in a nota thagr ateittad that oelloq<>ially tha uaa of

thn plural pronotai In suoh oonatmattona haa baan doubtfully aatabllahad, aaA

ftn* iddlaco« Oalaaerthy* and ttnart Chaaa as authority for thalr atRtaaait*

A atatwwt that llio inteflnlta pr«»iouna ara aatually alofmlar and

ahnuld ba rofaarad to by aSs^tular proDotaia ma nada by iFaaat Hankln Aikan in

tMr Oogwenaanaa Oraaaiar* Boaarar, tlh» t«q)arad thla fIrat atatiaat with

lothar aw^r that thla mle la oftan diaraf;ardada Qulta arldantly tha nd*

ta takOB marely aa a point of dapartura In auoh olrotaataaoaa*

Tha lataat trmamr Includad In thla atwiy aaa tha jtowrlaan Sai^Uah Otntm

Bar by Ouurlaa Oarpantar ftlaa* Ea haa baan pwha^a tho aoat Ubaral in hla

•feat<B«Bba raRardlnc plural uaa of pronovau with Indaflnlte pronotm aaAaaadMla

af all tha authara atudlad* Sarertl typiaal aaaavlaa of hla atstonants arai

Our praaant praattaa oottaamlne noabar eaoaard In raapaat ta tha
ether indaflnlta froaouna of latar fomatlca • avwryana» ayarybodyj
ttobejgj aiafcaa. aybody. ata., • parallala that a/aalla«tiTa nouaa
in Old Bntliah aaad of nona in Uiddla Baglidi* Wa navar use a plural
Tarb or plural pronoun fora laaadiataly rolXoBln#; or Innadlataly pra»
oading the alngular form of thaaa indeflaltaa, but idian othar aords
intefTaoa* aapeatally ah<m thaaa IntarraBlaK worda aarv^a to anphaaiia
the plwral idea aontalnad in the inuefinlta, a plurul varb fore or
a plural prcctoun la aaaaaB* In othar vorda tha pattara aoiiaaiiilat

^^Arthn* 0« Kaimady. Currant tegliah (Boatcn, o. lOSS), 497*
"David I,aa Clark, JoW8, 'B««ty, John W, Boayar, aid Jaaob L. lau, fiewa

and Style (Kew York, o. 1986), 90,
^~"

taiet Rankin Alkln, Cewaaiaaiiaa Oraamar (Baa Yoric, a* 19fe)« 174«
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th« ud* or min>T f-n^ In g««ond«ry Tror''3 *.h«t Ms «n«rgsd In *fc»
(lavnlopawit of flheli^ la > ooiMord baa«d prlBarily on ids nuotav
Us* impha«l««d In th'* ortmsry worij rathw than on Its f"rrii. In
navly all wmw, fonii •ad aamine ooinoida and no i)rablani« arlM*
In th»8« Inrtanei-s, >t')«MT<Tr, In iir»-»?h 'irr nnd "!--!.n- ^or''iifrt,

Modtra Aigllah taoda to glva omEnlni; the rlrht of «ay« ColleotWM
and aoBMi of :hi» ln4»flnlt» pronouns aunh as ncna huro now no re-
»trlotlor!B In their use with plural T«rb forn'a In eeoord with the
Hen upp-iraost In thi speaker's nlnd, but mrs^ o*" th" oth^r In Jefin-
Itee (ersryone, every ody, nobndy, Ktyoie, nnjrbody, (n)«ith«r) that
may hi slnpilsr In f->rB iri. th plural Idea tnko a plural rof ir-noe pro-
oeui or a plural verb 0:1 ly whan other words iBterrene between the
Indefinite and the verb or rofarenoe pronoTH.

9uoh violation!! of a fomfil oonoord as the use of a aVtigular
oelleetlTe noun with a ploral Terb or a plural refsrsnae pronrvai}
none with a plural rerbi tho Indeflnltoo eyaryoce. everybody, eto*,
with a plural refsrsnoe pronoun or a plurnl T«rb septracad from th«
Indefinite by otbw wordst a dcvbla subtest oeripsotod by and with a
elnipilRr v«rb when thn two eubetimtires refer to thn mm* titln^; or
Ofvn be Included In > in.rX"' e!<tegDiyi a stnc-lar Tjbje«t with a
pliiral Tai% whan words Intarrenlag between the subjeet end verb (or
o'-her o.r.text) gliw a dlstlnotly plural raeonlng to tJie subjeotj .~
these vlolntlona of a foro' 1 number oonoord In order to use the
few number dlstlnetlre forsia of Terbs and those of referanee pro-
noine In Aoonrd with the aetaal nodbar of the rafareDt rather thKi
tbs foi»>b1 nuBiber of the word uaed aa the aubjeot are otunraotarlatif
of Oronp I (Standcrd %tf;llsh) and seldom appear In Vulgar Rirllah,''

Iheae fcrna era uaed with seas frequaaoy In Standard Ibpillrti

ftterlala*
(a) ...

fsrenoe
ether

i'he iadefinltes everyone, everybotly, eto., with a plural re>>

se pronoun or • plur.l verb separated from the Indefinite bgr

w'.Tdae

Their referring b*ek to -'veryoao is au Idloeatle aa&g* 1<»C
asmrti; aed^ia Oraat Brltan but is at! XI "bad grsnaar* ty Anerloan

Their raforrlng b*ek to -'veryoao Is au Idloeatle as&g* 1<»C
fci; aed_* . - .

. . '
i

<

' -- - - ....
att^ordsa

A orler suncary of the aalieribl gresented In thla hlstarioal survey of

textbooks ahoss th'<t the general trend of the attitude of gmsnar*

lana toward the quaation of number of prooovaia uaed with Indefinite prono<a

•% Ties Carpenter Pries, fc-.erlc;ia r'-.f-llsh ^treaBBr (iTow Tork, o. 1840, 60.

p^mr., 287,

'^ibl'd.. 19.
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•ntModanis has become lnor9as?.iic1y llberrl throuch the yoarst In the groof

of sroEcxvB dctluf, from 1626 to 1900 only oce wm f»und vtilch trrta euggeatet

the U6S of a plural pronoun with an Indefinite proarua entAoedenti flT* ertib

Murt inalated on the elogulor pronooi and eXeren emorair* failed to dleeuM

th« problcn* Fro« the decade 1900 to 1910 coaly four cnnwre irere stwiled

«bldh did not dtsouM the ({uaationi of th" seven rT^iovrs lAddi did dlaense it

t«o oonoeded tho «se oC plural pronouna* Knpreaentlnc the dasade frco 1910 t«

19t0 were eevon premara which did not ocstnln aq^ disouasloii of the quastion

and •l.'fat idildi did contain suoh a dlsouasion* Anonf the a&r-ht there iter*

tire* vhloh accepted the uae of a plvral pronow vith nn indefinite pronom

aateoedeot* To repreaaot the ten years from 1920 to 1980« Zl grsmars war*

studied of vhioh nine did nol. dlsovts tide qunatloa and twelve did dlseuss 1^

However, only one nade n eoneeeslon ii!iich even suggeeted '.ha use of a plural

pranoun in altuatlciis of the kind diaouMed in this paper* Toe tiic period

datlnn rrcn 1980 to 1940, 24 ernunars were etudledj of theee nine did not

dlaouas this question and fifteen did dlseues it« Flra cmaara of this

deoade reeognixed the oae of a plural proaovn with r.n isdoflnlte pronoua

oBteeedant*

The trend of attitude tonar''- this nunbsr prohlcn la noat plainly ahow;

In Table U The eowter Bovenaot which appeared in the deoade froK IMO to

WO alf^ hare had aome relatlanehip to tho first Hbrld War. Advaneemaft

in this tr«td nade no prof;re«s, but a stationary position or «v«a a baolgiarA

D»B««eBt oan be notloed. However, on the whole, the table ahowa a ohanglne,

awre liberal r.ttitude evolvlnf toward this ntaibar cjaeetien*

3
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T*bl« 1* Tlie roTatifiiBhip "f th" ^rsmarr studied to th« (piostlim of ntoAx

•f proBouBa used with iad«finlt« prottoun «Bteead«>ts«

Portod rap> Dunbar of iMmpi HtiBW«# NwWof
rossBted. Cranr.WTi rrraarerB PTww'^rB

•mnlzMd* lAiohdld vhleh did vldeh ooB-

not discuss aisotiss ceded the
the quel. ths quva- Qs« at «
tlon tlon* plUfBl

pronooa
with on
iBdcflBlt*
ant40odAt«

183F-inOO 17 11 6

1900.1910 11 4 7

X9io-i9ao M 7 S

1810.1980 n 9 11 l(t)

1980-19*0 at 9 u

Cto ths t«Xi»miaf 9*4S** "V '>* i^ot->aii a ohroauilogloal list of all the

lftma.n idiloh ««r« buliad for thla hittorioal «u)rr«y and nbiohwara la-

Sludai in Table 1*



so

C3ironologlectl Lint of 'rriaji^ir Taxtbooks Inolud«d la tlie

182S

Ingartollf CbarlM •« ConYwaatlooe on Tof^Xlah aramer»

(lr««iOj Sremudl 3«. A rrsatlto cm -ho Struot-Jra of tho ihf:llA lusirvieir.Om

1863
Brownj Ooold, tha Or«»w of fcrilah Brnamara,

8«inton, miinu, Hvi Ttyillah SrtBcar ea. Cjqpo8itlon»

1876

Abbott, 'Idirln A», How to Pnr«*«

UM
Eoaner, J.. Prlngiploa of Oa^ar'-.l Orannar,

Omnva^, Jofau r», Ihn Praetloul 'UeBWPts of Rhetorlo>

1B87
Hodgson, Taill»m B,, '^rors In tho ITao of lhgH«h«

1889
"May* 'irglat*, llenwata of C<Tgpoaltion and iaiatorlc >

1891
Claric, B, a., to Outllno of tta Klanonta of the Bnrlish Lmv.aagG ,

1892
K«lliiar« I«CB, Hl«tcrl8«l Outlinw of tecUth ayntwt*
Baad, Aloaso, aai Sailor;, ' .3.inord."^gll8h 'irttimar and Cnp- .-i'.' Ir.n,

8*Mt, Heniy, il Sftiort HJntorloal Saellah Srtammr t

1898
l»>gp\i«»B»i » Prter Vavtua, Sane Applloat.lona of Logtoal and P8y8holop:loal

Prlnalplaa to (hw—tr»

HMtnay, Wlllli D,. A;; gigliah Or-;Trrar«

Lor, W, Utt Tha fcgllah UoiKuaea i Ita H^fcory and Struotura«

U90
Igrfce, 8, Oran, Adygnoad Orwaar and Compoaitloiu

1900
Buehlar, Hubar Qray, £ Medam Inrllah ^raanar with Oaq>08ltlan«



ai

IUkaU( UllUn g». Th< atructure of the fcgllah S«pt«B—

»

1906

wrr
fcrdner, John Eaya, Klttredga, Oaorg* !#•>>« and Arnold, Sarah Loula**

of Ooaipoittlctt and 8h«tcrl««
~i7 Tul«y mnoia, Hwntg'of Bngllah Ooapoaltloa.

uoe
0»bl)«tt« 1HllUn« Th« SriRXlah Cwanar of Ifllllam CobbvM*
lb«pp, Oaorga P», Vh% BlameEfs of BBKlTaHTiraiaiMLr*

1*0*
Ev«pp, Oaorga P.f Kodani te);llah, Ita Orotrth eaid Praaant Pa<»
MWrla, Join, Qiranlo Hlatory of ifcgliah iBrda»
iMd, AloQto, and HaHonK. wiSord, Hlghar Leaaona In BagUah*

UU
•earUqr* Oiarlaa H«, Kwlalon of Kanny'a AbrldgaEUPt of Hurray' a ttiKUah

UU
Bagg, Lalla Hardin, Corraat HngUatu
Ransan, Otiarlaa Lane, TaoTaara' ^ff ^J*

*^S'*-^
Ce^o«ltlaB»

liorrla, lar. Klohurd, Hiatorloal 6>jilSe'ir'rtM»»gllaETlooldiioa»«

Soaa, John D«, Adrmicad aigliah OrMBiar firoupih oSipoaltlon«

IBIS
Aahton, A> J,, Sanlor ai^llah araMaqr*
nttradga^ Oaorga LjirniBi, and Farlsy, Fn&k Mgar, An Adraaead tegllah

nttrMga, OMrga I^van, ani VarUy, nwak Ugiar, A Conoiaa Bagllah
aiof.

"*

Bloant, AIna, and Horthup, Clark Sutherland, An teg llah Oraiart
iMfla, SdalD Ho-bart, £ taxtbook of AppUad ttiKllan Srmtimrt

iais
Boyston, Pcvagr R«, Prlnelplaa of Coapoaltloitt,

Oenung, icAa nruikUn, and Hanaon, Onarlaa Lane, Outlinea «f Ccaipoaltli
an* Kh«itorlt»

xsie
Pemald, JwMa C,« Btipllah arajBiar 81apllfl*<U

1917
Ball, J* LaasAa, BagHiii Caai^a«



Fanutld, Jmbm C*. El«torlo BogU.«h»

lamn, Roll» UtVwTMiT'KirS'JwSarBr la tmHmi Snhool* Brfow 1860,

IMt
alvtar, Jota Rothwall, iy»diB«n Rhatorlo»

I«lt« UmIu* B., and CMltcB, AlosuvlMr W., teg11ah Arudyglt end Cong-

oaltlwi*
Holts* Kn^lld* Mlth, Con«tffi«tlva BiinU«h Oramrgar,

ISM
Ranuaia, Mabel 0,, Studlwi to OrwB^ar,

10«
OufM. OeoTRe 0., Opllaga >»gll«fc *a2S>
•rattan, J. H. 0.. anJ amray« P./ OwTTTlne Uanwaga*

UM
k«tl«y» Carrla B*, Bawinkrald, Artiivir H., mi Borajr, Aim B», A tKdte far

Callaga Bttgllah*
"

1927
Prlaa« Oarlaa Carpnter* Tha Taaehlng of tha anRllah LaagaagN
'aaiMraoB, Obte. A Modare 'Egliah SrSiar.

b«pp« Saerga PhHip. Tba iWcwlaaga of itoRliah.

O'Rowka, U J., SalfJBla' te tm Baaantlala of OrBamatloal Oaagt,

Lane* Haaon, A Collaga OraMBin|r»

MaBiieM* OlMrilia H«. Kodarn rfgliah la tha Malting,

Valla, ^olrn Mdn, Praetlaal g«]rta»r TgtaKaay,

IBiMlar, Jaaala t,. Orajr aT"at fcr^

IMS
Oroaa« 8, A„ ;>ia mttla Oraiiar,
Manly, ^otn Vrt'ESan,' 81'o]tark, lilth, and Tra—n, Martin, Tha HHtJag of

torilah,
**

Shafllald, Alfrad IMrM. gom and of Setitaaea Pattama,
Wurd* e* I«, taBtaaea and theaa,"

IMl
Cufoa, Oaarsa 0,, totwu
B uaa, Booi*, 0,, and ManuB, SfWa te>l3m, Paaorlptlva Bngllah Orarmar,
Hltohdl, r, X,, BielltJ> gwaaaar for Collaaa"jtnd.«nt»« '

iMflaXd, J. C, aatllrt Thr—war ^aat mad Priaaaat,

fltaany, Cherlaa ltiillw», rimilawaiitala of areaaar,

1988
Alkan, Jaaat Bantdn, A Ka> Plan of fcfillah araapay,
Blooofiald, Laonard, Iimg.!age»



es

Csaby, Hccrj icidcl, Piorcr, ' "it :; c, "cfrr.:-'.;):;, TTecry TToMa, Bat,

thimfam, Stlth, &x,-?Xl«h j,_ __^ In aeory end Pruetlo^
Jaaperso&« CiAo, Usucu-t-'xl::" j. ..^^;--i-j' qrc::r-r ,

tl*«» P»ul P., Broolowy, TaloSii, Clti-k, B'lo t., Sr»8Q, iL-.drsw J«, and
OattDGC, Hoyal Am, A •.li'iior'i; '

^^^: ul ant' .Vorktciolc,

Wtard, C. B*, GmaurTpv C:npc»'iti.tgi«
""

U»
Clftrk, Duvid Lao, 3o«tj-, Jcbr. 0., i^onyor, John Z,, ftC !Teu, Jboob L,, Forn
ted «tYl»»

~~"
CvanoWf uWea 0«« Parte of Spoach M& Aocldgioa.
BorvdU, E« w,, A 6iotl(Siry" of HcKnSp AnwrioiSr njhi£o,
E<n v^f Arth'jr 7., Cyrrgr.t '^Ilah.

1936
Alksn, ^an«t Kankin, Cc—an^anaa c;r:iEriar*

DaTlB, C. Raatfcord. lowW C -rr"" " ':

,
i'.'b^' .

SMrejr, Inelle, aaa 8oed«p..' de^n, '^'oundetion JJar.lislu

1B8T
Lawaaoo, J.'rit F,, Kuhn, a;3raan !:,, K-sn, ];Atth«r W«, «d Siibb, laironct,
A Functlqiial Owaal^

Sta'rK^oo5c7T77aa«rS<Sl'oad, ;I, !?,, Induotlvo '^ii-Tlsh Cnrpoaltlan.

1838

Bartwrgar. S. A., Duaijla, T. E., Bildrvth, W. R., and ihalv, ^ert, Btigllah
for Studauta In Appliad Soleneog ,

1S89

Httoifiht, aaorgo Harlsy, Habar, Ion Bufna, and HaAflald, W, Wilbur, A Oranu
Bfcr of Llvln: a2,",li8h«

""
' '"

1940
Frtaa, Caisrlaa Carpantor, Aia^riom Knfilidi Oraroam-,



iBAlTals of C«rt«tn Typoa of Onaonr T

H«ndboc:ki«

In a4ditlcn i^t.h? icE gVMBMir togctbooln vhlob war* ineluiad la tli« bla-

torloal amy ia ttw flnt ftrt of this pvpar thero wan alxMkMn kutAooki

•todltd and oMlgrcad in ord«r t o aaowtBla «hat iafcrantloB tlMy oonbalixod

th« quaatlon of niaiber of pnuoiaM u««d with Indaflnita ptaaoxm

wkaMda^a* Of tha nlnataaa handbooks nhioh wagr* atodlsA al^aan waro

to senteln a dlsaaaalon of Boabar agrawant and only od* fallod to aoatatn

auah a dlaoawataa* tmaoF. tlie al«;hta<n handbooka ahieh oootalaad a dlaouaate

of thia avaibar quaatlcn fiftaen inaiatad upon tha uaa of a alagular pranovn

«lth an indaflnite jpreooum antaeaioDti tha ranalaiag thraa handbooka aoggaat^

ad <» otbsr uaaga night ha apcravad f«thar than Inalatlsfr that tha only

awTaa> uaaca aaa that of a alagnlar preaocm la auah a altuatioo*

A tgrploal anapla of tha inalataoaa upon the oae of a stagular pronoun

wltti an indaflnita preooun aataoodaat «aa fotmd la Bwrtan—a aad their m<i»

nanta by Samual C* Barlo, Roiiard 4, Sung; nd Frank T!* Saanrayi *nh«i tha

anteoadaot of a pronoua or of a poaaasalva adjaaftlTO la a oallaatiTe or part*

ItWa preBoon, oaro ahoaU ba talMi ta aaka the af;raa«attt in nmbar a>*et*

•If anyaa will Toluntaar, ha nay tiy lt»»"** Another agtaaapla aaa found In

BacCraakm and Bandlaop'a tjaiBual of Qood BngUah t

The indaflnita aabatantlvaa hare naaad are Imrarlably alngu.
lari the indaflnita praaouM apwthar« ••>>« evarrj alth>r« neither.
«£•» anyfaoc^ . anyone, and all •ttara ending in J^oAy or eaea**'^

**ioin Hatthava Manly aad Sditfa liokart. The Writar'a ladaat of Qood Fera ai^
OoQd >>gllg» CBa» Tork. e* 1919),

—

—

__
••EEaTcrBTrla, Howard J. Sa^aee, aad f>onk B. Saenray, Santaoeaa and Ihalr^mm*B (Mm Tcrk, a. ISU), 106,
"Tt, H. MaaOrMken and Belao B. Sandlson, liaaual of Ooed Bigllah (law Toi^, o*
tMl)« 89*



lb* maibar ot a prcDotai Is datwndnad by Its utMateit* k»

MnAn Cody In Tha Art of siting imd Sp«»ldiv; tto fccllA liW>iimg»«

T«1hi« X, wrote tba foUoatnc ttrtatanti *W« anat b* yuey •arafttl in tb« «••

of pronouiM rsfarrlnp to p«rtoni or objoet* d«aerlba4 *• oah. avaiy, <9te««

the alnrulsr prcDovoi balng raquirad in all thaaa oaaaa.'^^ In ToImm T af

tiM M«M vcrk ha Inaiatad again that only aln^lar praDO-.«a ara at all aeaapk

6ft
able «ith indefinite proDo^a aateMdMka*

navln C. iKiellay and nranlcliB W. Seott in 192t w4 again In Iftte in

^eir Ccllege Hwtdboali mm»» a akataMit to the eTfevk that aaah« frw-y . eittf.

neltter« aawe one, aa«ebe»r» aajyne, lybedarj T«rr <£•« ae eoe, nobtdy, eae»

and ^ pereea ara aingular and therafere are the aubjeets of singular varba

and the antaoadaafea of singuUr pronooua SUdlarly* John B* Dhl«r in ^
BeHa> of la^Uah driwpar Mada thia atatanant t "the proooaa that refera to

indafinitea like each, eyary , either, naltherj no one ahould he in the ainfiB

lar maher* beoauae thsae indefinite pronouna are alneular* Oeorge Oarrv

in hia Septance Seaentialji Made thia aimllir atatcMati *A pronoua rafarrizc

ta an antoeedaot eonpoaad of eadi, eaeh ope» erery, enrery one» ereiybodyj aoy-

mm, anytedir , either, aeltfewr, ae one, or nobody la aiDfiulani""

nda aeawiliat lonprar atateMot ana aade by Ho«ar 0« Houae and Suaaa W»

in their landboolc of Cerreat fcRllaht

Zt la a aariotts bloider to asploy a plnral pronem with a aingih

*^IUd„ 68.

^"Sherwin Cody, the Art of mtiw and ftiealtlng the autliah Ijaguage t (el*
-5-1. (Raw Tork, e* i52f), tk,
I^OMrwin Cody, ep« oit.. Vol. T», p* 12,
"^teln 0* HaoliSy anTlrranklin W* Soott, Colleee Handbook of Conpoaltiwi

g^m*K>ie*B^S.*AT[e}ljr of fcgU«h (h-ynar (Xeir Tork, o. UM), Itt* ^^
;e Carvw, Sei^enae CaaptlBia (Kair Tork. e, 1988), S8« ^^^1

1



Imt •BteMdsnt. aw , »«ch ono . my m», errtry one , sorag ggft, jgg^

praasiou and •nSU'
their, tad th<»»°'

81adl«r InfomatloB «•• f1t« U Iwadbooka by Ulrd Ball,®* Onnrrme mat

Jsa««, "* Caspur P* BArray* VsVlfrMh ud Iti«kXU* Mid SidmU aad

Siegfried,
*®

In the Handtoot of yiTeotiye Writine by Mltmr fcjr tmrt (k ibataMBk

«u Bade a* follovai

A elngular pronoiai must be uaed with eaeh, averybody, aay»

bj*, eenebody, eto., or with a w»rd or earlM of worde intra*

Tuaad by erery* each, ato*

IreD la aaaea lAcra the aataaaiant laelutaa paraoas of both

ama, eaetoB baa daaraod ttet the alagnlar aaaeullna pronem al»ll

be «Md. If tkla •«• aalward, tfaa Mitaaadant ahould ba ahanged

to oaa that deaa not raqalra a aingular pronoun, or the aaafeauM

ahouU >• raMBSkruitode^

In a rarlaad aditiin of the mm vork oopyriEthted In USl Vr, Saart

failed to suggaat any eubatltota for tJie ainguUr pranovmi in faot, he falU

od to dieouaa the probloa of niabar In regard to Indefinite iraaouna at all

aoceept aa to agra<ai«it of aabjaat mt rarb*

Porter 0. P«rH.n in to Indaoi to aagllah raaognlaad that the uaa of

pltiral pronouna with Indefinite prenoia tnteoadanta «aa popular aolloqaially

but auggaated the following Mbmt af Improrlng oaBtanaaa where the plural

pronooi waa uaadi

Bveiy, everybody, egeryaoe. are aingular*** Colloquial as*

0* louaa and Suaan Bnolyn Bemn, Handboet of Correot Bnrliah (l«r

^Tork, 0* Un), 89*
""uird Bell. A Handbook of gaaentlele In Bnplidi (law Tork. e* 1989), 60*
* Oarland Oraorer aoi ^talwr 8. Jones. The Cantuiy OoUeiftata landbeok (Haw

.Jfork, 0. 1989), 86,
"^.^aaMf Varrty$ Pr>etlee Handbook in gnrliah Ooapoaitlon (Hew York, o«

JT^TJ'lleslfreah and S, C. ln<;aUa, Srwydjy 8n«U^ (law Tork, o, lS89i, 26,

<lpwl aiteell and EuaaeXl Orant SionlWlW; TUaBSSTot araiwar (How York, a*

!9KKtf wU amrt. Handbook of HffeotiTo Writing (Haw York,,a. MM), 106.
«^SS S 5Srt! amUBWK JT miaStirt'mmK. ler. Bd.'(Hew York, o.

I



IT

ITMsloDa Ilk* 'ArMybocbr did th«lr bMt,.** «an oftan b* Bad* b«t>
tar Bi^EllA not bjr maldiig th« rarb or proDOtai aln^^lar but tgr

Inc tha avarybojty to atna ncra aoourata plural or aellaotlya aoc*

prsanlonT •Ihay all did thair beat««^

Bryan, Katheroot, and Da Voto In tha Wrltur'a Handboofc nada thii

Bora litaval •featflaeiiti

A yroMOB aoat agraa with Ita antaoadwt la MBbar* caodar*
aad paraa«« Araa aSrSou «lth raapaot to mBt>ar ara to ba a««
paelally obaarrad*

(1) Baeh, aifary» althar. aelthar. ona . amrooa. amrbody. aooa-
bo<br« ao aaf^ ncbo^, ata** ara aliiKuiari eoaaaqaaotiy, a pronom
Mrine^ena of TCaaaworda aa Ita antaeadant rauat ba alngular*
Iota • Oao«aloiMdl7 a aaraful aid raputabla nrltar oaaa a plural
thay or thalr rafarrlae to tKi» of thaaa fonUf bob only vara fA
uatwual condltlcma Jtiatlfy tble abaoaaal aad eollequlal uaa* In
erdar to arold tha sakaard ha or aha» hla or bar, rafairing to oaa
of tbaaa pronoima, uaaga wSf^a iam anplayaaat of tha aaaaullaa
forn aleaa utlsaa tha ttaeadant elaarly laqpllaa a aiaibar of tha
fanlnlna aaoe* On the othar hand. If tha ootlon of plurality la
atrong, the aabatitutlco of all for arary, ato«, -alll fraquantly
obalata tha.diffloulty In rafaranea* Una aay ba althar alngular
•r plvala

—

—

la addltloo to tha nlnataaa btadbaaka ahlirii vara atudiad fo'jr aoaf«

aaitlea tastbooka vhloh iacludad handbook aaatlona «ara analyaad* Tha haB4>

baok aaatloD of Coaq^oaltiop for Collega Studita by Than«, Maaaliaatar^ aal

Saett ejntalaad thia dafUilta atatanatti

aah. a^ary. agaryona. anyana. avarybotor. althar. n^thor.
acaacpa. ao opa« no body^ ate,, ara •tagulor* Canaaquaatly* tiiagr

«•• the aSCjeets o? alnrulrjr rarba and tha aataaadaata of alo^lar
praaauaa*

IfWK (a oontraatlOD of ao ona or not my) la uaxtally folloaad
\if a ylural vart>, but althar~piuz-al or alagular nay be oaad aaeord-
lag tfi^tha wlah of tha writer to aocpraaa a plural or a aingiular

Mailar daflalta atataaiarta aare mda by Sanldn, Thorpe, aad SolTa la

3^rtar 0. Pacrln . to Indaa to garllah (Ohleaf<;o. a. 1929). SM.
'm, P. Bryan, ArtbUF U, NRUfNBVT'nB* Barnard Da Toto, The 'Sriter'8 Hand,
^boek (Vav Tor<, c, 1987), •>.

———_—_
Joaapii M, Thoraaa, Fradarlok A. Ilenohaatar, and nraaklla W. Soott, Conp-
ealtlon for Cellepi Studanta (How York, o« 19S9}, S»a,

""*"



tte kndbeck aMtioa of thvir Coll»{.:e Cmapogltlon. * nd by %al«y S. JdaM kt

ttM htadleek aavtloo of bis Prfcotlaal aipllrti CoB^b»ltion»
^

A all^itljr aBr* liberal ata*<B«at «aa found In Tte Art ^ ifrltlng Proaa

by Looada« Bull, ad Eoblnacai

ftudij avary, «ltbar« nalth»r» and ladafInlta pronovaa andlng ki
-ana , or -bo^y , ara alpgnUr« Whaa oca of tbaaa pranauM la uaaA
ea a enbjaat, it auat hara a aingular varb. Pranoma aiad poaaaaalT*
•dJaatlTaa rafarrlng to any «t thaaa prmouna dtoaU ka alB{:ttlar,

asaapt whm a aingular would ba abaurdi for Inatanaa, B«*ry aan aaot
to tha elEiaa dlcnar, Ad ahlla ha waa at tabla. Ida orar eoat naa
atolao* «2

lana aay ba traatad althar aa alnj^ular or aa plviral*

Thla analyala cf ninataen taandbaotai af gnaraar and four oospoaltiai taxU

booka ahich oontalnad handbook aaatlona offarad vrldanae that writara of hand*

beoka sra not aa Ubaral In thalr attltuia to«ard tha quaation of nvnbar of

pronoma uaad alth Indaflnlta pronoiat antaaadanta aa ara the vrltera of

typlo&l grarater textbaoka* rai^ipa tha raaaan for thla »ora aanaarvatlT*

attitude la that the typlael handbook la vrlttan to praaact dafloita rulea

and vary little apMa la rlvan to tlM dlaeuaalon of thaaa rulea* Khera

apaea 1 1 eonaorrad and ealjr aavafuily vordod rulaa aan ba atatad It la 'very

dlffleult to naitlon a trend aaiy froai a lani; aoaaptad prlnolplat it la

aaaaaaery to hava that trend v«ry dafiDitaJy aeeeptaA aa a faat before It

•b ba amtioaad at all In auoh a book*

Saoendaiy and Srada Bohool Qrenaar lertbootea*

nilrtan boeka atilefa vera intended ftr uae In teaming togllah In tha

'|greSa'^£gS.?a5°ftia"^ggg! ir^Y;^: -^ "-^^ ^'^ ^^^

!ir**
'* ^^* '''***^«*^ tegllah Ocmpoaltlaii (Vm Tork, o* 1881), 88*

^H»gte ahmemm Icamit, Eal<n t. Btai, and Mabal Loulaa Roblnaon. Oia Ari af
lirttlng Proea (Wear Tork, a. 1M6}, 870*

»«t.ss-.aa.

1



jCRlor high t^ools and stnlor high whools «sra ctndlad la tte pgrwpHMttot of

tlilf p«p«r* Of tiiaM thlrt*«i, thrM did ntA mnfeloa tks jrobl* of niadiar !
ncwrd to proaotas u«a4 with lud«niilt« pronoon antMadaatti the noalsliig

tan ttstad a daflnlta rule or ta«efat by taamplo thnt tbs siEgular totm of prc.

Bom «U tha caTif owtvot fcm to uss r^dth an indsflnito pronaim Hifeaaadsit*

Four texbbooka ifcra lnt«>d«d for uaa in taaahlng fiigliah elaasaa la a

Jtnior hl(^ aohool* Ona of thoss, BXaciantpry S^ellah j£ Aqtlaa« Book III,

by Tr'raslar and Sfaalaadlaa sada this atatonaati "Bach, araiy, altbar.

nalthar. anyons« einybodyj avtryona , ararybodar. acBiaone . acnalxxiy. no cne.

77
iwtwOsr * o"gj w»"y a. and a param are alns^lar** Includad adth thla atata*

wt of tha wKbar of thaaa oartaln proBovna waa tiia ganaral rula of agrw.

Mt of prenmai and antaaadant. A dnllar atatanedst vaa nada hf Hobart

VaAaalf and Theaaia MatoaXf la gmiUah Owmnr for Ccaawp Sohoolai^ I^aan,

Jelmaaa, and MaONger in HffaotlTa Pea—doatlaa taucht tha aow rula 19^

79
MMTlai amd Danagr, fllaanor Sldnnar, and Ada akinn«r ia jgwr Bngllrti tauKl*

that thaaa indaflnlta {roooona vara alngular aad anat hava ain^lar vgrba to

agraa Kltli than, thua Indiaatine thi* thaaa um» pMnotma auat alao hara

•lapilar prooovna to agraa with ••'-m.**

Of the aix hi^ aohool tastbooka <na of thoaa atudiad waa a hsodfaook*

Ihia handbook, A PrlB<r of Eaaaotlala In Ornanar and Rhatoric. by Kariafctai

fcl^rt eontalnad thla Btat<Banti "Tha indsflnita ainrular pronouaa, auah aa

<». 0. Traaalar and llavguMnta B, ShalaWUaa, Kenaatanr B>gUeh in Aatlon,
^aok III (Topaka, «. U»), tM,

"^
^abort e* Uataalf and IhoaMa Mataalf , BngUA Ornnar for ConnoD Sahoola

fHaw Yo»k, «, IB»|), iOl,
Tl. U I^raan, «<qr Ivan «rohn80B, and A, laura UoOragor, Sftagtlve Coioauiioa-
tlea (Beaton, a. 1986), Slta
Joaaph Vllliara Daananr. tjaanor L« Iklanar, aad A* If. Skinaer, Our Sir. 11 ah.
Book UI (topaka, o. 1988), 898,

——t—a=F



80

aach . althar, pna^ ghould %« usad vttll ii stiv^lnr Tmfi) an! a ttngnlar pronoum*

thusi '^«oh thinks that ha am do tli« vork*,"^''-

Uada and Hoaio la thalr Tfmr ^raetlaal »iKUah for Hlf;h aohoola vmM tha

fOllaoing atat«aMmti "Mim a alngular indaflnlta proootat ia oaad aa aa ant«a

eadant, the aiaeulnr fonn of th« persocuil prcaovD or the peacaaatT* adjaotlv*

refarrlne to It ahouXd ba tuad**** Thla alwllAr atatoMnt «aa foiind In Co»»

rect Snf.llah gaaga hf %alln Prlbblai "Anybody , a»nrjbo^j nobody^ acnebod^,

aaoh. althar« and nolthar ara alnftular and pronouna rafarrlng to tfaeia nuat ba

81
alti{!nil*r% Blotxit and Northup in Orajaaar and gaaga atatad th« rula In thia

waari 'tdsh an ajrtaaadeut as one, ja psraon. grary, aach. many a^ requlraa

BA
aftar It a alnenlar praaoua** Paul and KllUr In toiUah Saaaitiala for tbj

s
Slnth Yaar t,au{:fat tha aate rula Igr aample luataad of aortftng It daflnltaly*

H* V. Dwrla In hla Salf^apa u i waiit ia I^M^liah dlaeiiaaad thla problan

ara fulljr llian did th)* euthora of tha previously oitod taocta* Tha folloab

Ing ara aarand ^MfeatioDS Afoa Mr* Davla'a taocti

Tarba and aubjacta* and pa—nana and ttasir antaoadaata nuat
agraa In ntaAarv thla la a rary elmpla rula, bat Uka tha rulaa
far aaaa It la oftan dlffloult to apply* Troubla arlaaa (1) ftma
a failure tc rocof^za tha raal sob^eot of the rarb, (2) froat

fallurs to datamlna tiui raal auabar.of tha aubjaat« (S) fraai a
fUlora to aaaoelate tha pronoiat with tdia trua aggtaaadant, and (4)
froB a ^Inra to dataralna eorraatly the raal nmbar of tha anta»
aadart,"

8s ntllura to aaaooitlka tha prcaonn vUdi tba traa antaeadant*

'Marietta Bilrht, A Prlner at Haaantlala in Orwpiar aod tBiatorla (Haa Toric,

-^ woe), w,
"*mUiB Dodga Laala and J«iaa Flaadng Boale, Baa Praettoal BogXlah fbr
W«* aahaely (laa Tork, a. VU), «U

•Bvalln Fribble, Corraot 'far.Ush V—X* (Chloago, a* 18S8}, U9.
'^^Alna Blouat and diaric 3» Horttatp, (fraBinar and Oaaijca (Haa Tork, a, 1981),
S28a

"iariy 0. Paul and miUaai D, Ulller, ttiRllah BaaantlaU for tha Wnth Tear
^(Topeka, o. 1950), 1E7,

——— —
^B. W. PaTla. Salf-Imiwavaaant In Bigllah (Oardaa Wty, Maa Tork, a. 19Se),

>ta



n

Wreoni %oh of ay aMaelRtes lost thalr job.

The (uit*«9dant of tholr ! not assoelataa, but tmh, a aln^lv
«l«trlbutlTe pronom,,."""

i* r>llur« to dat«mln« eorraotly th« real nwbar of th« ant«-

^ _ _ . __^.«-' "° am. and alalUr
«ords ars rMsrdad ea alomlar sad ahould b» re?«rr«d to by aingular
pronoina««»*'

In annnorltlns th« InfernKtlon fetnd in tha Jtnler lilr> aebool «id hlgli

eha«l taxtbaoka ths ena eutatandlns obsarratlon la that In no taxtbeok «M

thare found ttrea a suggaatton that ths plural fom of proooia la •rar Mfw

r««tl7 naa4 vlth «n ladaflnlta praaoun aataoadaut, ttaqtiallflad ttatanan'ta

oonooRilng af;T«<n(nit w« foratd In e««h of thaaa t«it« togathar vlth tha *A«

dltlon of ooa aocplanatloo of tha faulty tadaretandlne on tha part of aotaa

atudanta. Parhapa tha eoDMrvsfclaa ahoas bgr 'bhaaa authora vtf ba aniylalna*

by the f»«t that tte baeka swra wrlttan fcr yoonc etudante. It Is dlffloult

to atata a mla to a ymar ttudant aod thiD aocplAlu that It la poaalble for

hln to dlaraf^ard thia rula la eaatala ralatlanahipa* If azoaptlona ar« ao^

(•atadf noat iimatura atudnta boeona Inaxtrloably ooofuaad and as a raauU

uaufllly dc not kaow hor to aiiply slthinr tha rulo or its axsa?tlon8> Conaa^

qnaotly, th<« author alnply atataa a daflnita rula Mid axpaota tha atudant ta

fellow It inplloitly mtll ke la adranead acouf^ to vaidaratand Its azaapttoaa

If auoh axaaptiooa axivt*

3paolall»ad Typaa of (Tyfaar Taxtboola,

Aaon; tha booka which ««ra atndlad la tha grafMratlon of thla papar w«r«

"ibid,, 81.

"ibtd,, 9S«



two Tolisaoa «hloh flcntsined mla* and InforaatloD eooeamlnii; bnilneM Snglldi*

019 of thsso, Btiglne3» Bipllah/^ ty Hos« BuhUc 4ld not dlaeuaa the quMtlw

«f aonbar of pronouns used with lndaflnlt» pronow ait«e»d«nl;« at all* 7b»

other, Tha 1SM<ntl«X» of Bmlnaaa Siellih, by Port«r Lender KeoClliitack oen»

telnet this tmqoallfled «t«taaaati 'tajme^ aaytody , Taryena, «y9rybody,««a

"so
«*••( are alaeular at»} suat be repreasited by a slnrrjler {>rcDuua«

It ean be noted that bualneaa ttigUah la eharaoterlatloally teK% oonsiat^

and to the point* Conaequently, it la typical ct % hualneaa bgllsh tockbeok

that If any mntlaa at all la aade of a problam la gramar It is doae In •
brief a ataftaaait aa It la poaslble to uaa and yet to adilare parfavt olarl%

ad Indlaputable oohweaee* The atatanant aade Igr Vr* KaeOlinteok i«(i aa

brief am It oould be and yet present the saaali^ Intended* In a Toluna

written In auoh a aaamar no epaoe oan b« need for additional expUnationa af

tendeneles end treads not ooaplstely aeoe[^ed aa flaata at the tlaa of the

writing, Thsrefcoro. It la to be expected thet If any ctotanaot at all ooii»

earning thla mabar quaation la nedf^ In a buslnaaa b^eliah textbook it will be

aftda la the Banner in vhioh Ur. UasClintock nnda Ua ttateBaate

Italy of those graanar textbooks whloh were eited In the hlatorloal awp>>

sgr contained la the flrak part of this paper and -mbiak ackilttsd or allowed

the nae of a plural pronotm In refermoe to em Indefinite pronoun antsoedSBt

MDstioaed auoh uaa^a In oolloqulal %gliah only. Therefore, it is lntare«t»

Ing to note that Ilsory Sweet In A r'rlr«;r of Spolcaa angliah apoks of thla typ«

of uaag**^ Mr* 9li««t nantloned partlo>jilarly thla representatlre aanteno*.

^'Hose Bnhllg. Buaineas teglish (Chlcaito, o« 1914)*

*Oporter Lsnder traoCllntook* the Jaseatials of Busineas ^llah (Chioaj'O, a*
,,1915), 28.
"Henry »reet. A Prlrnr of Spolcan aigllsh (Oxford, e* 1911), SB*



*If mjroa* Mlla, tell tfum I will b« back ia fasll* an hocr'c a« typifying th«

Idnd of Sarllsh vhloh la balnr apolna irtian an IndaflDlta pronoun la mod aa m

Btaaa4aat«

If f.vy one type of BLif^iliah 1« to ba oonaldarsd aa tha aortual T^lish of

tha paspla It aareljr imat ba apatan Cngllah* th« airvrai^a paraon talka oft«l

and at graat langth but wrltaa InfraqiMntly ftnd thoa t«tt brt«fly« Oona«>

qaantly, 1% la enljr laglaal to aaaayt what ha aaya rath<v than what ha wrltaa

•a Ma ropraaaakotlT* C»Kllah» Brldanaa haa baan aboMi la tUa papar that Vtm

tMa of a plttial pronoan with an Indafinlta prcnota aataaadant la baeoialng aiA

ora ganarally aoaafitad aa aorreot colloqolal bgllah th«t It waa a«r«ral

yaora asrllnr* Thareferaj It oan ba aaan thnt tha anthorltiaa aho «rlta tha

Ma—1 ' taxtbooka ara alovly aaeaptliu; aa ooiraat tha ttaae« whloh Is pra-

alant In tha lanruai;e of paopla •• apokan l&i|!;llah«

nwt OF vviam n oTsni nmuoATioys

Mart taaahapa of togUrii ara Intinraatad la tha aiBa problemai one praUaa

irtdoh raoal-raa attastlon froB all a^^llah ta«oh>9ra froB frada aohoel to aot»

laRO la th»t of aa aallad arrors In Sif^llah* Tha «brd m>«aUAd la hara tMa*

adrlaadly, for It la difflonlt to atata arbitrarily ^et a oartaln type of «k.

anpla la In error and another oertaln type af enaiple la not la arror> Oft«i

there la dlaairreaMBt wftm the qvaatlon of Dhethar a eertnlB typo nf vmf:* !•

aronf* *rmi vlthla thn aeaipMratlTely aaall prcup of llktrllrii taeohnra there

la oftao dlaa^rraanaBt upea aueh a quaatlon* A atudy of th« type of SBKllih

In ahloh soma oartaln mcfroaslona Bi>xM ba found aaa aade by 8, A« Leonart

and H. Y. Moffrtt In WtT. They baaed tholr ocnelutlana upon th-? reanlta rf

•s. I, LeonTd ar.d H. T, Hoffett, "Corrwt DeflnltloD of Lerela la Bicllak
V—**', The «HKUeh Jouwnel. 16i84B« Magr, 19S7,

4



1
& poll oonduot«4'«MBK M AbsfIoui Uaeulal:^ and atnm British Un^uista,

and In tho80 resnltc found m elwwBk of dtsaeretMnt.

Of tlM «gcpr«wl<aif "Ben* of than ar* bare*, tha raculti ladioatod th«%

76 parowt of both the Amsrloan and tho British judr,*« ocstaiderod it t- ba

ck fonal or literary bellah but to ta sultlTntad, atondard VncUah. BoUi

tha AaarloMi and tha irltlah Jnlgaa alao ocmr^ldored th<i axpreaalan, "ttrurfm

•as ma hnr«« hut thay all want bona aarly", as eultlvatsd, rtaadard BiKlldta

Thara «aa a dlirldad opinion anon<-. th«> Judraa of hotii group* rasMr^lne th* •>

fr«aaloB« "Bvadrybody bougie thalr om tlokat", and tho aspraaalonf "Baithar

author nor publlihar era aubjaot to oansorshlp", •one of the judges oonaldar^

Ing thoaa last tvo nscgrmtlaaa a* being pert of standard Sneliah and soaa af

tha Judfre* oonsldarlng th<B aa balng Ulltamte* If llneulsta, iriio apaod thak

Uvea sttidylng tha laac:TMiS9( oeanot arraa on #iathar a o«rtetn «^r«sslon Mqr

bo aoeaptod aa oorraot BBgllah It la anavoldfcblo that dAaagraaaient oust llko>

viae arlaa aiaog other groupaa

In a publleotlsB dated 19S2 Kr* S. A* Leonnrd again vrote of tha aano as-

yraaalona but at greaitar length,®' At that tins he baaad hla aonelualona en

a aarragr in ahtoh aevaa groupa of Judf^es of cxmuMe raaiced tlwae uaagea.

insoc thooe gt'oupa of 'Judgoa mra four grotqpa of taaohara and threo groupa

of non-aoadanle Judgeai rauaig tha lattar tiraa groupa was one ^eo\tg of

aiathorst ob9 of buslneas aen, and onn of editors* Ur« Leonard ranked tha

lasagea aa established, dlaputable, and llUtorato* If an ej^prossloa ticib

ranked as established It naa approTsd b7 at least TS peroent of the Jodgs*

and dlaapproved by sot nora than 25 p«-eank of the Judaea i if an oxpraaaiM

^Starling Aadrawa Laonc-rd, Currant Si^lidi Uaye, A ?ublloatlcB of the
Couneil of Taaohera uf s^gliah CChloago, o» issi), lOS*



mM mtod M llUtemta It vas dlsafprorsd by at liMt 75 peroait of t)w

judge* and spprored by not more than 16 ym-oant ef thn Jud|^«ai If an tnm

yraaalon «a« raakad a« dlapxtabla it raacad aomaidiara b«t«»«a astabllshad

Bd illiterate In tha oplnlcQs of the Judf;**.

CaoMBlng tba anpraaaian, "Vaaa of Hkmrn tt% faara", tha raakliig aaa ood.

•ldar«d aa aatabUdiadi the tetwher* all ranlcad the aiiifraaalaa aa aafeabllahaA

but the otlwr ftroupa eonslderad it aa more or laaa diaputable« One adltor

gare the oplnloD that It nan ocrraot to »tf "Ken* ara hnra" bat Inouiraat

to ai^r torn of than ara here"*

The aicpreaalaBf *
ff»aiyaua aas here, bat thagr all waat how aerly*, «a«

also rankad as established, but the qualtfloattoft of eoUoqulal uaara «aa

added to the ranklnr> The 11e> gnfrllah Plotlonary naa quoted thnai "The pro»

now rafirrlnf; to ev erjrcue la often plural, the abaanea ef a slnfulnr pronotB

ef eonnoB gaodflr rendering thla Tlolattaa of sraniMtiaal eonserd •aaatlna*

naeeaaarjr*"

Tha expression, "'frerybod? boofht their own tloket", aas o^matdered

as ditputable, as ana aleo the sxpreaHon, Neither author nor publlahar

V aubjee^ to oansorship*,

Pron thla arldmt e It beeenes Inareaslnrly elaar that In ref;ard to ilie

question of th<i uee of a pliral pronoun la referanoe to an Indefinite proo

noun anteaad«it there is murrh disarreement, Howarer, authorltlae hare ae»

oepted «one exanqples as oorreet useire, and the present trend la in the

dlreetlon of the aoneptsnee ef ether easaplest Raw a«aiplete 'Oils aeoeptanea

Kill beocme Is yet to be seao, and It la quite Iwpoaslble »t the preaant tlae

to EB-edlat aoourat4ly ahat the result will be.



m

SxMiplM Kotaid la Varloaa PUj«

In adMttna to thn atudy of books r«li>tlBp to r^noner, e«tt)«l asanplM

•f plurnl praimais iias4 with Indaflnito itmroroi KntaeadiBts wnrs aoufjit la

erdsr to datsmSiui If thn trond #ileh appaar'id In 'lihe rrvaver booka tmmrd

the uaa of aa<^ plwnl prmoiaia alao appaar.-^ In spaaah and lltar(ttur«» nne«

thA drana la thn ana fom af lltoratura ntiloh battar than my othnr raflaeta

thi atmioii uaafa of tb« p«cpla. It ««s ohosm aa th« form for atiidy« For this

poTTOBe 180 playn, raprsaantlnf; T8 authrrsf war a raa** in 8»>Bi*h nf ajw-ralaa

of plnral pronouna osad with Inrtaftalts pronoun entaead«nta» Of th»«a playa

M oontidnod aramploa itildh fwrteSced to the niiaatlon in thla dl««aBBlon, but

the raamlalnr W yielded no «irteri!\l of any use Dhatevor in this study*

Dnnng ths ninatsenth oantury Oaoar Vllda wrote aany plays* In ncca of

his playa «hich ware read in the preparation of tkla psjpar imm there found an

exaffpla of tha uaa of e plural pronoun with an Incieflnite pronoun snteeadacta

»aww ar, anrnples ware found mhioh attested to tha faot that Ur* Vllda osad

other dcTiosa In order to keep froni uainc either n cinjnilar or a plural pro-

noun In sueh a eonstruetlon* Savoral sueh oxaKplaa varo found In his play*

The I»iport«nee of B«ln^ %meet * For Instasoa, In apeaklne of all nan. In-

stead of ualng wraryonat Uuty draalmell sald« «A aan ahrwld always tare an

•ooupation of son* Idnd**^ Jasic nada this stetaaiaati Kreiybody la clanr«r

omdays* Tou oen't tro aigrt^are without neetlni^ olarer peoplo^*" usine

paopla aa the irord wMeh pertaina to erarybodyt Rowerar* Vr. Vilna alloood

**OseM- Hi- Ide, the Inportance of Belnc Jgarnast, -" PUys of Oseer Wilde (Saw

^Ibid*. 7a,



the u»s of a pl«r»l pronoi:n *lth nont, haflnc th- rertor, Ifr. Chaaubla, Mqr«

"Rone of ne vn p«rf««*." Mr. WM* alic praamted this following iiit«ra«t»

lug tit of eoarorsktloa vhich oontidns > UDueual refsr«ie«t

J&tkt

• •• I am a Ubi°ral ttalonlstt

I»^ Breofaisllt

Ch, th<«r eount aa TorlM* thm- drlra with ua. Or tma U th«
enranlni' at any n!ts«.>

A plagr mrltten qiilta racantly but dspiotlni; tho time iriien Cherls* II

mlad Aif land and KofRac naa a pirate on thn hiA atmm Is tha Euoeaaear bf

HaionU Aadflra<« and taurana* Stalllnga. In thla plqr tba fttllonln^ sxoaI«

lant azaaplsa of th** oaa of n plval pronoim raf arrlng to any Jud^a ua of •

singular pronoMi rafwrlnf; to aiv orlae wa both fotmd In tha aaae aanteaaai

Charlas 11

•

Oh« aa to that, any jud^e on any baziah aould lagallsa any orlna

In flva mlnirtes.

MSrgaaa
gg

Than lot thnr lagaliia it*

In Barnard Shaw's PyrfallCTi tha Cootaay apaaoh of tog land ma spotai tgr

mita Doollttla. Tha folta<rln^ iwtarial «as takan frea h« apaaeh aftar quit*

«oct«nalTa tralnlair by Profaaaor Slgginai

Sllia.

My mbA dlad of lafluansai ao thsy aald«

Mrs. ^aferd Bin.
• ••

iniia.
But It'a *v ballaf thay dona tho old vcaaaa ln«

Mrs. Rl|>rlna>

•••
niaa.

Tbigr all thoui;ht aha was dsadi but ay father ha inapt ladling; gin
doan her throat 'til she ease to ao sudden that aha bit tha bowl
off the apoan*

ffibid,, 86.

^Id., 66,

aswall indaraca and Lauraooa Stalllaga, tha Buaaoaaar. la tiaraa Anarlaaa
Playa (Saw Tork, o. 1926), MB,

A



»rs. Esii»ford rill,

••*
RliER.
Hhit beooiao of h»r nov itmr hnt that ahould h«T« oona to nat
£cn'^l)a(!y pinched i.t| ant! «3^i*t I say is them as pinched It ddns
hor ln,*»

In the l«4tt spoeah cf the forogolnc €Kanpl* the dir*«t ref«i>«no« of th— t«

aoEiebody e«n ts rotod, and In tha aarllar spaeohae ot tha axaaple thay la

used te rafar to noma iiidaficlta persca or pnrsuaa daalgoatad •• aoaebody in

-tiio Uat «paa«h.

In H. C, Shwlff's war play, J;vjney'B End, were founi axeallaot ax.

aplcs of the use of plvaral pronouns -ith indaflnlta proaoui antecedents*

The asaapla* aaira act rsstrletsd In usa to any one elaae of Itagllsh soldiara

but irsra fo\md In tha language of all tha types of soldiers raprassBtad is th«

<raaa« For Instanoe, Ovborns anaaared a question thus, llo* but aTarybe^y

100
thought )t ms a Mg t^lng to do«.* Didn't th«y?"* Ooaasionally a riilft la

nuidsar was used even tfccugk there wore no Indaflnlta pronoun* prasant. '''or

Instanee, Hardy said, *0h, you ea<di hare a eoekroooh and start 'vn In a line*

On the aord, 'Qe*, you dig yon aoalo-oaoh in the ribs and stear hla with •

•wtek serosa tha table."**^* Similarly he stated again about oockroadiea,

"ffeli. If yen want to ^et the best paoo out of a ooakroaah, dip it in

vhiskcry > makas '«a r<^ Uka hall,*^' the foUeaine iuterasting axaapls of

shift in nuisber ym§ found in the soce playi

Stechoj^t

• .. Ka doaan*t sea into the aeurth bsycnd •• the woraia wtndarlnis
rovaid th» ston'ia and roots of traas« I wander how a worm knows
whara it's goinz up or doant

*^Ert-nnr< Shaw, PyTnallon (Mew Tork, c, 1985), 166.
^OOr, C. Sheriff, Jcum'^y's ^Nid, in »elsoo'« Collese CaraTan, edited \>r Arthur

Pilssar Rialson, T^onnrd Burwell Barley, and Joso"h Deadriek Clark (Hew Toik,
-0,0. 1980), 80,
*°^IMd«. 82.
*°*Ibld«, 88,



(MMtna.
Vim It's gcixkg ienm I suppea* th« blaed rusbaa into Ita h««d an!
sakM It throb*

Maahopa.
noma havon't got angr blood*

O«boni«k
Amb I dm't anppoaa It arar doaa bum,

ftaaliopa*

loMan If It didn't • and want oa goine dam ahan It thought it
«u eaadng 19*

Taa* I aspaat thatU tho earn thing vorna draad*''''

abaft S. flhanraod in tha Petriflad Feraat fatd hla aaa gangatar, Cuka,

aay, "The aopa ain't Ukaly to eatoh up with ua •> not tOi«i^t* So wa oaa

all ka quiat md paaeaabla, and hara a fa* baara togathar* end listen to ttio

Bale • and not iwka any areag awraa* Baoauae • I nay a* wall tall you*

folka - aid Ruby th«re, with tha aaahina^gnB > ha'a prott? narroua aad jwpgr

id ha'a got tha itoh batwaaa hla flnirsra* So lat'a avwybodr atay atiar*

thay ara." Charaotera «io vara alnilarly outaida tho lav wora praaantad

fa Vaonrall Andaraon'a wintwaat* Iha following annpla ia rapreaantati'va at

the langMga af thaaa paaplai

flirtb*

•ratybody teia*

loMgM wuB't .Tuilty. But th^ mran't llataolng
ie avldaBaa In hla favor« Thay didn't want it*
Thay don't want it noa*

HarlMDa.
But wM that why
tlMgr aavar oallad on youT •

««rth*
So far aa I laow
thay navar'd haard of aauj^ana I oen aaaura yon
I iBiaw nothing abaut it*'°"

Tha ranaindar of tha an^ploa quotad in thia papar wwra takan fron tha

iS&Md., IM.
irgooari B. Sharwoed, Tha Potrltled Foreat (Haw Tork, o. ins}* Mb
"^lawall indaraoD, WStaireet . in Puttaroa for Uidnp. edited ^ Oaaar Aaaa

OMpball* Juatina Tan Oundy, and Carolina Aurodea («' Tork, a* 1940), SeS*

i



«•

•p«Mh ef ohrraetera rQiv*'>itiag erdlmry p«epl«. Thare 1« nobkliis at all

BiWOTal about tiliaca paopla nor about tha aay they apaak, and yat hara vara

found Inataneaa of tha uaa of plural pronou&a with tadonnlta pronoun Bita>

aadaota*

laAal Crothnra m»t» \>aa ef the plural fbra In aooh oonatruo^.lona la

••varal ef her playa, tvo ef ahloh «ra Be end She aaid Mlea Paopla» For la»

atanaa. In Mlaa People ?ad4y aaid at ona time, 1V anybody talaphonoa - tall

1Q6
than «a'TC - no • I don't laio* ahare ««'ll be,* oaing the plural fom t*

refer to arybe(^. In tlie aaoe play tiia aaaa tfteraoter aald at another tl»e«

107
•Nobody ever flnda afcat he aanta, anyaayf" uaing the eiagular fena to re-

far to noboc^, Fron tbeae two exaaplea eridaaae la ahoan that the author aaia

not entirely eonalatavt In her eholoe of proooiaia for thia oharaatar to oaa^

In Be and ate Mlea Crothera uaed thla iatareatlag ahlft in ninbari

inn*
tbm't your grantehild, yen \ntmt

laadnetea*
I like 'aai th*t way,**"

Another playwright Ao made uae of the plural fom of pronovma wltii iam

definite pronoun anteaa4anta ia Suaan Olaapell* In her ploy, Uemlee, ahe

gave thla apaaoh to one eharaetari

Laura*
I'ai aorrr to be troubling you, Mr* Allan* Cartalnly you ahouU
net be aaksd to dlaeoaa thoae aatlera about • airiiiitwiiaita; But
raally, yen and I aaaa the only people who are eapahla ef s«ias
en with tfalnga* I auat aay, I ion it know what to Bate of arary.
one elae* They all aaen to be tiyln;; to - keep away fraai eoe*
I think that 'a a little umeeeeeary* Of eovrae I know what grief
doaa, and I*s aura I have erory oonaldaration for that, but really -

"*«aahel Crothira, »lce People, in Contemporary Aaerlean PUya. edited by
wy^rtiior Hebaoo Q-IW (IIV IWk, o*"'liSS), 15I«

——

—

j^j-lbl^*, ITO,
""'laohel Crothnra, Be and Jha. In Beprffeentatlre toarlean Plays, edited by

Arthur Bobaon Qulm (lav %A, o'*' Ull). dSS*

I



!* aorry Oralg kMpa bla oan tiatsr outa

In h«r flffff Clo»a tha Book* Ms* OlMpaU wrota tta* followlBg oonvmrsBtloBi

•randaothw*
It wild be atcrtllng, voulita't Itt • If en* of tbaa should tnm
Mk te I)* a rm\ aw "^ '^iB* to this ap«n roaid*

Mrs. lovts
(Ocirarlng har f«e«») Qh|

anadaothsr* ^..
Quit* liliily thay'd do It bgr notor*

*

Oaorgs S. KtnfWn Is ods of th« Boat prollflo af aodam mritars* In

eollaboratioB with Msro Coanally« Hoas Bert, Uerrta Byaklnd« and Btea Farbar

aa wall aa lAtila aatlng aa hi iadayaoAnt srltar ha hraa vrittea naay ataga

auooeaaaa* In Staga Door » vhiofa ha wrota In oollaberatloit «lth Mm Fwhar*

this azanpla naa foundi

Big Mary,
lla*Ta baan la wraxy aaaagar's efflea am tgrnitm^^

Bamiea*
Is Miybody oastlagt

Hr Hwy* ..,
Eo» do w» kno«T Wa only gat la to at ona of ttiaaw

In tha aasa {tliy Bobby aslcad, "Anybody rot a auffla tlwy don't waotT* In

thaao tK> aotamplaa ths plural prcBotn was used to rafer to agybodyi in Beei^

CO Horaebaolct vrltton V Mr* laafiian la oollaboration with Mara CoonoUy* ths

followtne Infceraatin^ plural rafer«nea to avarybady tma uaod*

fall.
«all« tlwt'a flna, Wa«ll shar thaa« won't w*1

OlM^tysa

iBiat

Kail,
Oh, a.-arybody*

Oladys*
Can I tall th«Bt

Hall. 1„
Tea. tall then all* Honar and ••

ilof!r° «'"'^,H' T?Si2&. in PUya (Borten.^o. 192C), 208.
,fJ^Voaan Olaapall, Cloaa tha BcWtTth Plays

»

(Barton, o. 1920), 78*
^^^||||.Ferb€r and VKtgft: tKSSta, "KH^Vfior (Oardan City, Haw York, •• M



Mte Odlnortiqr* ona of tbs b«tt«r kuo«n raputakla iBgllsh «rltnr««

aa«4 th» plnrad proaotB th«lr with th« indaflnlta proaom eTtryl)od|^i for la«

•tane*. In his play. Strife. Radge Mid, "Aht Tau don't mnt him beaten* I«%

your MO. ia<& evMTbe^ U]n their em ehadoMl"^^

T»o example* of thiaelTee uaed with ngyhcdy ware foundi "Lcnrere are •
Immmi eelflahi tiiey iwrer think of a&Ttiodly but thoMel-rea,*^^^ acd *I don't

think people ought to belesf; to anybody but thMaalvaa*"^" The flrat aM

takw from Caeto ly Theoaa Wllllaa Robertsan, aid the aeaond ••« taken tnm

Str^^ Se«pe by Slmr Blea^

Thlt anaple et a plural preooun used with nobo^ waa tvtai la lj|r I»<|y

Preail
l
tr ^ane Pllloti

Uttle Old lady, (flaHng)
And that'a aiqr the irtiola world la rwint; aaaah* Bobody will da
•nythiag for aojbedy, mlaat they get aoMMilng for It, befo«>atead
If poeaible«*9

In Zoe Attna'a the Old Maid, Charlatto waa allowed to e«y, "1?Twyone'«

glad you 're ddne eo well, Ihey aleaya expeeted yon te, and you haT%"^^ a

•lallar refaranee to eraryeae waa found in If Thla Be Treaaon by Eoliaea and

Uai aiiae Iw wMA Mra. Bane, a dopaagar of Mahlaetoo, 0. C, aald, "^«ry«D«%

kadac w taatful, aren't ttieyf"'^ Iheae two aiailar exoiplea were found in

ThomtoB Wlldar'a Our Tojrai

tall Van,

"•Thaaaa niUan Sebortaan, OtMik, la A Beeg orVodem Playa, adltad by
,«fl««e» «. C«fflaaa ((ailaaee7~erist6)7 it^
*-^»r Hlee. ftreet Sewe. in tip»tleth Cgptury Playa . edited ly Frank W,

FWmk thay (Boti^nT^ TBSSTT'Te,
*" *

iMZoe Akiaa. Ihe Old Maid (Bew Tort, o, 1S88), 10,
i^Bt^nm Bolnaa and Reginald Lawrence, if Thia Be treaaon (Row Torfc, e*
1985), ao»

~^""



Is there zio oan tn tami snra of loolal injustte* Had Indaatrlftl

•qualltyt
Mr. W«bb«

Ohl jTM, TwrylaaJy la, • soswthla' terrlbl** 8mb« llfco thsy ,_
•p«ad Boat of tfcalr tins tftUelag about «iM>*« rl* and «hoia poacit

Svarjrbody laaks thalr hooaa teera no* at night* Aln*t.ba«> aoy
*an»

atnra KHMgarw
SvaiTbody !••
tMTElan la town jrat, but ararylXMiy'a haard about

tiiiKIwi preadiMtt wrltar of t!w preaaot tiaa la loal Comrd. In Mr*

Oaaaa d'a Hay Farar Soral nada th« raaaik* *7aa, but paepla Ilka little «ttan»

tlons* lla*Ta nerar oooa asknd aayeea if Hiwy'Tm alapt «all»*l^' In tha atag*

dlreotloaa to Bittwr 8»aat Vr. Coaard 'arotat "Farksr threaa apen the dotibla

doera et tha bask ant annoiaiDae aappar* B»arj>aua gaaa In laurhlne and talk*

Ins *Bd aaa ba aaen taking their plaeaa at anall tablea*"^" Mr* Ooaard

uaad Vkm folloalnc vary iataraatloe Alft In nuabar rafaraaaa to publle la

Poat-Mort^t

John*
The dOMBd araatea the supply, I think. The elrllian publia MMk
anjey Ita vart and it alao haa to raaeoalla it with a atreng aanM
of paitrlotlam m« a nioe Oirlatlan Ood. It eoul4a*t do that if It
had the ranotaat auapieioa of what raalljr happana*

Paw^»
Do you think it will frur kaoVI

Jdai«
I hapa aOf lAtar on, auah Utar, tihan it 'a all orer*

Pany.
(Tielflntly) ll«rar, never, narart Thqr'll neT«r taiow whlaharar
war It goaa, vletoiy or dafaat* Thay'll aaam it all orar with
aaMarlals and Rolla of thatoar and An^la of Maaa, and It'll look
ae nobta and glorioua in ratroapaat that thagr'll all ftert ittiv.
Ing for anotiier wav, tu»* « ^ daw aid gaDtlaaan la aluba #»
wish th«7 wara t—itji ytcra youngar, and tha apltadid womb of
li^land hapsy ani pi«ud to ctra their aoaa and kMbnda and lovarat
•ad avaa thair photogn^duta"*

J^IhomtoB WlMar, Our lean (Baw Tork, Oe X9S8), 80*
7rf»>ld». 9«»

—

—

^SSal Coward, aijj fatar. In Play Parade (Oardaa Citj-, How York, e« 19R5),

Coward, Bittwr Sweat . in Play Parado (Qardan City, ''aw Tork, o, 1988),

1 Cooord, Poat^ortap, in Play Parada (Garden City, Haw loric, a. 1988),



Instead of using an Icdaflutta fraaoim aaiv vnrttars uaa th« ytanixm thaar

wiVh no rafaranoe, lima naldUie It raaliy en inJeflnita sraaoun* Ecarsrar* alaa

thqy ia plural In fom th'-^ra la no difrioulty In auBbar praavitad* An ax»

npla oi* tlila iB Sut«M 0*It«Allia Mawo MJlUona «m tvaeA ia lAlali Haraa Pal*

Mi4, "Dlad and baai« Oodt So that's iriiat thay beliara about that atoM

atetaac is ItT*^^ In Oaorea S. KeuAan'a and Btea I>art>ar*a Pinnar at arilt

Xltty t«ld« "Thay aagr it'a s*Ml»e «m«r averjr winter* It's coi aououit of

tlM Ailf Straaak Ihagr aajr thara'll b« palm traac groirine wbare the a&plra

•teta la**^^ In Uanall JLodancnU Mary of Sootlaod. Qoaan Kary aaid, 'It'a

what they say* Bot ahat thiy baliare**^'' In Goal Conurd'a PrlTate Uvea

the folloalng loteraatlac explanatloQ of the Inteflnlta thar aaa fcundi

llyot.
Tou cRiata't ba aarlouac agr dear ooa, it'a Juat idwt tbay wMife*

B>o*a thayt
Dgrota -^
All of the futile aoraliata #10 try to sake life mbaarabla* *^

OaBMCBlng thaaa aDHB^laa of the vge of plural proaotma with indefinite

prcnoiok anteeedaota end derioea to avoid auoh uaage it is s*fe to state thet

the flrvldenea haa •hoMB a dlatluet trend tcersrd auoh usage* Sororar* slnse It

was neoeaeary to read suah a large nuDber of playa In order to find theae a)e»

aiplea* it ia aafe to aay that the erideaee ahow ne awe than a trandi ea»>

flat* aoeeptaiee of this usage haa not ywt been attalnadU

Ob the folla«lag page* way 1m fonad a list of all the plays read ia the

irepavaAian ef tMa papers

*"»lgSBe 0»aelll. Maroe Killicna. in Halacm's Cellya Cararan* edited by
Arthw PaliMT BudaoQ, l,aoiiard ounrell Hxlty, and Joaepb Deadrlok Clark
(l«r Teik, a. 1»9S)* St*

Fnrber and Oaorrte 8. touftan, Diunn- at Wght (Sew York, o* 19SC}»

11 Anderson. Mary of SeotlaBd (Hew Tork, 0, 19M), 66.
Coward, friTrfCTTCWtClBTPBr Parade (Sardan City, law Tork, a. l»i]

i



U«* of All Play* Tl.m« In tha Praparation of TMs Pepv

AUb«, Zos
Tho Old Hald

Andarson, ?'i«cto11

Beth Your Hom««
jtlfQii Tor

""

Mary S^r.ootl«nd
^Vlr*^ -r- at

An*«r?on, Ma-wtll, and »talllnj;8, I«ur4ao*
Ftyat Flltfrt
The Buoaanoar
ffWt Prioo ciory

Arohar, William

Barrla, i, M.
Qttallty Btraat

BtiwHm, S* N,
Iha Seeend Klaa

B«BaT«Rt«, ihiolnto

Hla ?fld<m'a Huabnnd

B«nn«l!t, AmoU« and Siobloek, iMmrd
t!lla«ton««

Carroll, Paul Vinaait
ShadoT and Subatanaa

Cltai it g, CoUn Campboll
CslmiMiia

Conn«lly, sTtu'c

fha fSraan Paatwrga

Coward, llo«l

Blttar mm*
Cavaleada
D«alicn"?iw- LlTing

Poat - Kortap
IPrlvate lives
Ae Vortaac

Crctbnrr, fpohal

tr tm IMrt



Th» Sl«y» with Tm Pweag

da 1« Keeha, HMO
Whlt«o>lcg

CrlntamtsTt Jdhn
Coihatua

DMWanr* Iierd

A Klriit >t an Inn

•rdg, <Vnl]ni

Th« ChlMi Pig

BD«ry, ailbort
Th» Haro

F«rb«r* BdbM( Mid KBofnan, Oaorga 8*

Planar *t Btiait

Stma Poor

Oalsaorttiy, Jelai

A Bit 0« IWTQ
Juatlee
Loymltlea
Strtfa
Tha PlgeopTha Pigi

«>a MJiTar Beat

Oarataibarg, AUaa
T^rw Tonne

OlMpall, Suaan
Allaan'a Houaa
Bamlea
Cloae the Book
Suitpreaaad Daslraa
ftia Outslda
Tha Peepla
Tletlaaa Tina
jfrlfUa
tt<—n*a Honor

Oeodrlehf Arthur
Vrm Orant

Oruma, Paul
Onto Snoh Glory

OragoiT, Indy
Spraadlne tha Baw
Tha Wormouaw ward



«

Bankltt, St. JohB
Tfca Uat of th« t» Vullin*

Eolnos, Jola-! Haynaa, and iMveaoaf Baglnald
Xf Sliia l!9 Traaaon

Eeawrd, Sldaey
Iha Choat of Tankaa Doodle

faJto^
Bttghaa, Hatehar

Jaooba, Tr« Tr«

A Lora Paaaua

Janaa« Banry Arttcar

EauAaan, Oaorga S*, and Connollyf Uare
Bagmr on Horaaibaok

Karton of the tforlaa

To the Udlea t

Uutaftn, Gaorga S., and Hart H»h
Mwrllar Ha Bell Alou
Ton Can't Taka It wilh Tou

XanADan, '^aorf;* S,, and Ryaldnd, liorrla

Of Thao I Slnie

Kelly, OeorRe
Craig '8 \'iSo

Kennedy, Charlaa Rann
Tha Sarfaat In the Boua*

Klnealay, Sidney
Dead %d
Hfn In Tbite

thox, Flormiae Clay
For Clatln^nilahed Sarrlea

Kreymbori^, Alfred
Vanlkin and MinHdn

lAvauQ, John Baaard
Proenaalonal

Lavla, Slnolalr, and Lovla, Lloyd
Iha JayhawkMT *1



UMUmv, Canataaes DiAr«y
Ceunael Rotalmd

HtMghan, Ssaenat
Th« Br«adwlim«r

MCaulay, Clarice Vallatt*
Th» Confllet

HllnSf A. A.
Mr» Pla P«»g»« By
Th» iTory Poor

Hltehell, Leaf^on

Icrloy, Chrl«toili«r

Thuraaiy Bwnlnn

Htorray, Jobi:, and Boreti, All«
BeoB Servlea

Odofca, Clifford
A*

mtJMt jar CTsr

O'HalU, Su?«ia

»lla» ^

iiarao lillllaoa

Tlia Hatartaff

The Hmted
TO>«r» the Croaa la Uatm

PIHot, Sugaoa
Ky Udy bra—

Plnero, Artfanr Mag
Tha HotorlflMa llra« Bbbaalth
The Saoop^ kr«» Tanqaaray

Slea, Klmar
Cpunaellor » At - Unr
Streat geepe
Wa. the Piopla

R^ertaoOf Tboaaa WllUaa
Caata



Voer.'-.'i, "VliOflua

Cyrano d» n«r)^«rfto

Shav^ Bomsrd
todroolea jj|n4 Uif ^iWAm and tha Ean

Journqy'e Bid

!!hflrwDod, Rabart 8*
Aba Unoclp In Illlnola
Miffi: ' , tai^u

" *

fKa Jlatri^ia-^raat

iMith, KoMurd PoiaaB
BlitcMbaerrylB'

StrlndbflTf,, Auguai

rtr'iwn

Sutro, Mfred
A Barrtajta Hm na«p Arranged

Totlar, '^mat

vtUa, Oaoar
An Ida»l Huabcnd
Udy windar—ra'a Fan
Sftleaia

Tha Inportanea of BelnK Kamaat

nide, PorolTrel

ConfeaBlanuX

Our lowi

MlllBBs, Jaasa I^yoah

yiy "arryT



Itei^l** foxait in 3p«Mth »ai OUtar Ibru* of Krltlac

It ia BtMMaiy only to liitw to the eonwrMtlM of p»epl« •varyKMr*

te baMT tba •<>»» UM of plural jresouiw with Indaflnlt* proncun uito««d«Dts«

?«a9l« of Influasc* is 'various oonnuBltloa, aohool aup«lAt«idcBt«« elaMracM

iaaolura, aollsKc profMcora* aini«t<r<( an'', others afcc spaak oftn bafora th«

yublte usa th» plural font of prmouBa la such aQnatriMiitlaiia ft-afiMatlya tkua

lioMiztf; tha grovlBg aaasptaaaa ef tha plvral for* la tfc<t eonvarawtdea of K>«t

paapla. (^ly tliuaa aiw aiudy wd tdio oarraat thalr apaash wtry aararully nra

ur« ta us* tha slB^ular font of ptvsova with as ladaflnlte praaoua r£.ta»

"xatvlea of this uaai;* a«y ba found In olhar fsnu of lltamttir* la

addition to tha 4ma| acrali* short atorlas* and all aUtw fema «f litsr»

kur* aontala ansh aoa^laaf hut not la ae 1> rga a MStaara as doas tha Araaa*

A iwry tnt«r««kln(; awsipla of sueh uaaea la the fallaarlag, tnkaa trim tha

taaehara* ayplloatlen torn aa aant out by th<« potlio •ebocl aystcK of St*

Joseph, I'lsaourli "A taaahar «uat huT* a Klssourl taaabar'a oartlfloata

bafare thejr oan taecit la tha publlo sahools of St. Joaaph, Klatourl**

(ash ennqples ara to b« foisnd aaaryvhsraf all ana aaada la a quloit aar to

hnr thaa aad » thar? oya to aaa thasa

OOKCLUStOit

Tram the avldaoaa praMotad la ttila paper It la paaalhls to drmr atfrar*

al eoaelualooa* Aa narliah la nst atatlo, \>Mt iwirlac;, ae the trend In •>

grasnant la aaabar of jraaouaa uaad with Indefinite yraacum antaaadants la

In notion* Iharo la dlsagnaaaat et tha praMot tl»a ueiiaariUae tha quaatloa

of whsthnr tha frenoun fwn uaad la rafaranea to aa ladaflnlte prcaoun anto*

•start ouat ha alnmlor or ray poaslbly ba plural* Tha attitude of the Buth<r«



n

of granaur taxttooks wlttai for ii«tur« studonte proved to be Inorsasingly

llberel tomri tha nee of a plural pronoun font to refer to an Indefinlta

fronoun enteeedoiti atithsrs of hnndlsoolca were less liberal than authors of

(Snoaaar textbooks tonard this uaagei and authors of grade sohool taxtbcolca

ware rery aenaerratlTa In their attitude toward this usar-e>

iniera the use of a plural pronoun fern with on Indefinite prono-n aiife*»

eedsBt was sanetionad, the iiaare was usually glTen preferenee In oollo^lal

^!tllsh only* ffvldenee was offered through tha axanples of suoh usage ob»

talned ttta arlona dramas that writers are uelng this fens In oomrnrsatioB-

al bglish (Bd even in stage directions oo rare eeaaslone*

Ha««*ar, It nust be elsarly understood that this srldenoe Indleates

oaiy a trend, and not a oomplete aeoeptanoe of suoh usa^a at the pressnt

tlcre, Suoh a trend points toward oomplete aooeptanoe at a later data, but

probably msny years will elapse i^efore it is aoooiopllshed, NiwerthelesB,

a person say use a ploral pronoun with an Indefinite proooun anteoedant and

know definitely that his usage la ssootloBad by sesia authorltlaa at tha

present tljne.



kOOiaiiiJSieumr:

Indel7t«dn«M la aolmoirladijed to ViM K«lll« Ab«rl*, Aaslatant Pro-

fessor of nigllih, for aocpart asslstanoo In the writinf; of this fKptt,

and to Ulas HsIcb Rloeok, Asaoolata Profaaaer of BagUah, for dlraotlng tlio

early efforts in thla ftvkiy*
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