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Frodﬂtle gear 1917 to 1922 a swpall, unigue community
named Army City existed in Riley County, Kansas. The town,
located between Ogden and the Fort Hiley Kilitary Reservation,
was bullt to provide entertainment and services for the thou-
sands of soldiers who were to be trained for duty in ¥World VWar

I. Army City was so dependent upon Camp Funston that the

nistory of the two was inseparable,
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ry training and expansion program was undertaken

by the ZTsderal Government. Huge cantonments capable of housing
and training approximately 40,000 men =ach vere crected in
various parts of the United States. One such centonment was
located on the Fort Riley Reservation anc¢ was known as Camp
Funston.

Camp Funston was constructed during the summer of 1917 and
the first troops arrived in September of that year. The Camp
was a huge, sprawling collection of unpainted, two-story, frame
barracks which served as home for over 40,000 young traineces,
Under the command of General Leonard Wood the 89th Division was
trained and shipped overseas and the 10th Division had been
trained and was preparing for overseas shipment when the
Armistice was declared.

After the war Camp Funston sa2rved as a mustering-out
center, By 1921 it vas deserted and by 1924 it had besn dis-

mentled and the land was returned to 1ts original stats,



Mr, Arthur D, Jellison, of Junction City, concelved the
idea of constructing a totally new town, Army City, immediately
adjacent to Camp Funston to provide services and entertainment
for the many thousands of men stationed there. Becszuse ol its
geographical proximity such & town would be able to compete on
favorable terms with the other nearby communitics.

An ambitious development project was initiated. Land was
‘purchased, a Townsite Company organized, and lots were platted
and sold. Water'lines,-sewer lines, and electric power were
all arranged for, and the Army City Service Company was char-
tered to handle the utilities., Constructlon of the town began
in July, 1917, and within a few weeks Army City was open for
business.,

Two theaters dominated the main business district in Army
City. One and two-story builldings, all in the Spanish Iission
style of architecture, noused the various establishments. A
bank was established and the town had its own post office.
Restaurants, pool halls, drug stores, grocery stores, photo
studios, tailor shops, military stores, dry-goods stores, a
lumber yard, a hotel, and two wholessle houses were established
in Army City.

The Townslite Company donated land to several churches.

The Salvation Army erected a citadel, the Lutheran Church built
a religious and social center, and the YWCA erected z large and

popular Hostess House.



In M¥ay, 1918, Army City was incorneratesd as a third class
clty by the Riley County Commissioners. A mayor-council form
of government was established and an election was neld in June
to choose the town's first officers.

1

The period from late July, 1218, to the Armistice was a

ime of "Bright Lights" for Army City. During that time busi-
ness was at its peak and a gay social atmospners preveiled in
the evenings when the soldiers flocked across the reservation
boundary to visit, shop, eat, and utilize tne other services
Army City afforded. But the "Bright Lights" wore only tem-
DOrary.

The fortunes of Army City declined rasidly as Funston was
disbanded. No permanent industries could ve induced to estab-
lish themselves in Army City and a rapldly disappearing Funston
remained the only source of revenue for the communlty.

Several businesses were still operating in Army City and
many soldier families were living there waen, in August of
1920, an uncontrolled fire destroyed two full blocks of the
business area. Losses were estimated to amount to £200,000,
none of wnich was covered by insurance.

The town could not recover from this final disaster,
Businesses closed their doors and owners moved away. Eventu-
ally, only the Watson Cleaning Plant remained. Mr. Jellison
re-acquired title to the original tract of land and traded it

to Fred Yenni, a Geary County farmer, for a tract of land in

Ottawa County, Kansas,



In 1960, where once was Army City, there wes ornly a larre,
TR [

level meadow which had been made a part of tne Tort Riley

Military Reservation. Army City remained only as a memory.
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PHEFACE

During and following World War I a unique community named
Lrmy City existed in Riley County, Kansas. The community
adjoined the IMilitary Hessrvatlon boundary and was locatsed
just west of Ogden, Kansas. The entire life cycle oi the com-
munity took place within a briefl periocd of only {ive years,
1217 to 1922. In that span of Time the small town took on a

physical reality, established a government, experienced a boom,

Qu

and, like a flower, wilted and diled.
No history of Army City has previously been attempted.

This paper was written to provide such a nistory. If, To soms

Qu

small degree, the paper succeeds in preserving a minutia of

local history it will have fulfilled 1its basic purpose., If the

writer proves T

o

have benefited 21l bounds of reasonable
expectation will have been exceeded.

The history of Army City was divided into three general
phasess: the conception and early development; the economic and
social life; and the town's gradual demise. Each of tne gen-
eral phases was treated in cne or more chapters. Whsere possi-
ble, outside factors affecting Army City were 1lluminated.

The account of Army City was meant to be an objective
recreation of a portion of history which was rapidly becoming
lost. The subject was chosen because of its interest, unlique-

ness, and the researcnh challsnge it presented. Army City was
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studied as an isolated phenomenon and no generalizations were
attempted regarding the affects of a large army post on the
typical military camp town.

At the beginning of the study Army City was only a vague
name. FEarly queries indicated it to be the scene of a "bank
robbery where four men were butchered." The butchering did
occur, but not in Army City. When asked what Army City had
been like, one person answered, "It was just a few shacks
housing prostitutes over by Funston." Few people were specific
in their knowledge of Army City and the question was ralsed,
"hat was Army City?" This paper 1s an attempt to t2ll "what
Army City was."

Information for this paper was gathered from three basic
sources: newspapers, interviews, and the Jellison Papers.
Mr., A. D, Jellison of Junction City was one of Army City's
founding fathers and nhe has saved, among his personal records,
many of the original Army City documents., Mr. Jellison was
kind enough to lend his papers to the writer and without them
the picture of Army City would have been much less complete.
In addition to the basic sources mentioned, many widely scat-
tered and diverse sources yielded bits of information which

helved recreate the picture of Army Citye.
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CHAPTER T

CALIP FUNSTON IN BRIEF

tinen examining history one often searches for a cause and
effect relationship. This relationship 15 somewnat zasier to
find when dealing with the growth of a cemmunity, for towns and
cities frequently gilve clear evidence for their e:xistence and
the factors detormining theilr growth at a chosen location.
Such was the case with Army City. That community's sole raason
for existence was centered asround the services and benefits
which could be exchanged betweén the burgeonning city and the

~

adjoining ¥World War I militery camp. Chronologically, geo-
graphically, and hilstorically the two were almost one.
Therefore, wnen considering the history of Army City one must
give some atteuntlion to a discussion of Camp Funston.

The Camp Funston discussed in this paper must not be
confused with the Camp Funston located on the Fort =Riley Reser-
vation in 1960. The latter was a product of World War II
while the former was a World War I training camp which passed
completely out of existence a few months after the Armistice
was declared. For almost twenty years between the two great

global conflicts the site of Camp Funston was unused land

overgrown with prairle veget

<]

tion. The only thing common to
the two camps was their name and their mutual locatiun on

Ogden Flats.



Following President Woodrow Wilson's war message and the
subsequent declaration of war against Germany in April, 1917,
steps were taken by the War Department, under Secretary Newton
D. Baker, to create an effective military machine capable of
representing the United States in Europe. Over considsrabple
opposition the Selective Service Bill was passed on lMay 18,
1917 and the selection and planning of sultable training sites
was initiated.

Sixteen National Army Cantonments together with many
lesser camps were established throughout the United States.
The cantonments were huge camps capable of housing and training
40,000 to 60,000 men each. A regular race ensued between the
builders of the various camps to see which camp would be com-
pleted first. The national newspaper wire services gave
considerable attention to this race and figures were regularly
dispensed to the public giving the statistics to indicate the
stage of construction at the cantonment sites. The articles
were complete with figures for the percentage of completion,
number of buildinis completed, number of workers on the job,
and an exvlanation for any delays. In August, 1917 the papers
were able to announce that "Fort Sam Houston would be ready
by September 1 and currently had 8,726 construction workers on

the job." And, "Yavhank, Long Island would be compl=ted by



October 1. Work was being delayed by strikes and swarms of
mosquiltoes,"l

In June, 1917 the War Department announced that a
cantonment would be established on the Fort Riley Militery
Reservation in Kansas. A site selection and camp planning
committee was apbointed by Secretary Baker. Professor James
S. Pray ofVHarvard was appointed as an engineer and an expert
in town planning. Mr. Wynkoop Kiersted of Liberty, Missouri,
was appointed as an engineer and an expert on waterworks and
sewerage. These two men were joined on the committee by
Herbert_Hare, a landscape architect from Kansas City, Missouri,
and Captain Fred J. Herman of the Quartermastexr Corps, United
States Army. The committee met at Fort Riley and, after much
deliberation, selected Ogden Flats as the cantonment site.g
Ogden Flats was a large, level tract of uncultivated ground
adjoining the KXansas Rlver at the south-east corner of the
reservation and bounded on the north by high bluffs. This
meadow, although presenting a drainage problem, was chosen
because it provided ready access to the Golden Belt Highway and
was bisectéd by the Union Pacific Railfoad. Also, it was of
sufficlient area that all ﬁhe buildings of the cantonment could

be laid out uniformly and on a near level plain,

ltport Riley and Camp Funston Clippings," Kansas State
Historical Library, 1l:16.

2Cantonment Life at Camp Funston, Pamphlet, 1918,




The cantonment was named Camp Funston in honor of Major
General Frederick Funston. Born in Ohio, Funston was raised
and educated in Kansas and durlng the Spanish-American War
served as a colonel in the Twentleth Kansas Volﬁnteers.

Funston had a distinguished military 1ife, hignlighted by his
capture of Aguinaldo, leader of the Philiopine insurgents, in
March, 1901.:5 Funston's brilliant career was ended with his
death on February 19, 1917, walle he was commanding American
forces on tne llexlcan border. As she would later do with
another famous military leader, Kansas adopted Funston as s
"native" and as such is he remembered. The Kansas cantonment
was fittingly ramed.

The mammoth construction job which resulted in Camp Funston
was a study in superlatives. By August, 15,000 workers from all
over the Mldwest had converged upon the area and Funston was
providing work for all.? Approximately 4,800 men were housed
and fed at Camp Funston proper but the remainder lived in the
nearby communities thereby giving the inhabitants a taste of
the "boom" which was to follow. The men worked ten hours
every day, seven days a week, with the exception of Saturday

afternoons which was a brief neriod of rest and relaxation

] 1t

3ii1liam F. Zornow, "F
Heritagze, February, 19583, ©
4Army City Bulletln, August 31, 1917, p. 1. OCuly one
issue of the Bulletin was located., It 1s in the possession of

Mr. and MNrs. 3111 Stevens, Ogden, Kansas.

18ton Captures Aguinalde,

ns American
2):24-29,

u
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enjoyed by almost all of the workers. The builders ate two

=

carloads of besf per weelk and other food in similar proportions.
Meals were served cn the job for an average cost of thirty
cents.®

The number of builldings in the camp was variously estimated
at from 2,800 to 4,000.6 An examination of a detailsd mep of
Camp Funston dated November, 1917 indicated 1,608 completed
buildings and as thnls was within one month of the date of com-
pletion the figure should be reasonably close to the final
total. The barracks were two-story, unpainted, frame affairs
erected upon cement foundations. ERach barracks could house 200
to 250 men without crowding.

Camp Funston was the largest of the permanently built
cantonments in the country and had accommodations for more than
50,000 men. The cost of the camp was estimated at 10,000,000,
although by the time all utilities were In it was closer to
%15,000,000.7 A complete system of water works and sswers was
provided and the camp was lighted by electricity and heated by
steam. The radiatecrs in Camp Funston, if lined up end to end,

would have extended four miles,.B Sixty-eight central boller

W, J. Showalter, "America's New Soldier Citiez," HNational

Geographic Magzazine, November, 1917, 32:439-476.,

6y, B. Connelley, Kansas and Kansans, pp. 903-904,

"iFort Riley and Camp Funston Clippings," op. cit., 1:10.

8rrench and Camp, October 13, 1917, v. 1.




EXPLANATION FOR PLATE T

Figure 1. This is the right half of a penoramic view of

Camp Funston as it appsared in 1218. The view was towards the
south, Note the numerous tall smoke stacks.
Figure 2. The left half of the same panorama. The

original picture was bisected to facilitate its arrangement

on the page.
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J LERFRAL WOOD ARRIVES AT CAMP FUNSTON APRIL 12 I518 AFTER A TOUR
OF IKAPECTION IN FRANCE

4 mtwmai view of 1> cAMP I the height of f1a waTUume sctivity. Today the ske 46 &
flat expaner of praiie.

Figure 2



houses were erected to furnish steam heat for the barracks.
Each central steam plant contained four boilers. For reasons
of economy and speed of construction the steam was conducted
to the barracks through overnead, insulated, steam conducting
pipes. Above each of the bollerhouses towered a smokestack
nine feet in circumference and eighty feet in height.9 The
sixty~eight smokestacks dominated the Funston skyline.

A visitor to Camp Funston at its peak described the camp
as follows:

The first impression I received was of the vastness
of our Government's enterprise at this place. Ve climbed
the steep hills that extend along -the northern border:of
the camp on Saturday morning, ‘and saw the mushroom sol-
diers! city that has sprung up overnight on the Kansas
prairie spread out before us in a striking panorama, eight
miles long and four miles wide. Beyond the camp to the
south were many square miles of open country, which are
used as drill grounds, rifle ranges, and for practice in
trench warfare. This open country is walled in toward
the south by another range of hills running parallel to
the ridge on which we were standing. It was a remarkable
view: 2,300 buildings had been arranged in squares like
our city blocks, with main streets and side streets run-
ning through them at rectangles ZEigY Some were paved,
but most of them were dirt roads. Sidewalks, too, had
been constructed in places, and the entire camp has been
sewered. A keen March wind was blowing across the prairie,
raising a lot of dust, which to a mere civilian was some-
what annoying. But the sun was shining brightly all the
time, and already after the first day's tramp the expo-
sure to wind and sun had put a perceptible tan on my face
and hands. I have ceased wondering at the ruddy color and
the sandpapered appearance of our soldier boys « « « .

The average civilian . . . will be amazed to sse so
much accomplished in such a marvelously short time by a
Government that was not prepared for war. Thers may have

9Loc. cit.



been deficiencies in the beginning, and there has been
suffering in the early weeks at Camp Funston, but it is
not easy to see how all suffering could have been avoided.
It is my conviction that the Government has spared neither
expense nor labor to make the living conditions at the
camp as good as they can be made for a soldier. The camp
is kept scrupulously clean. Order pervades it. The bar-
racks, though they look like huge barns, all bullt of frame
and unpainted, afford sufficient shelter in bad weather,
and are thorousghly ventllated . . . . The soldlers' food
'is good, substantial food, well prepared, and served in
abundant quantity . . . .

When the folks back home talk about theilr boy being

at Camp Funston and they hear of anothser boy, who is a

friend of their son, also going to Camp Funston, they

imagine that the two will meet every day. They imagine

that the soldiers at the camp are one famlly, only some-

what larger than ordinarily. This is an incorrect view

« + + & soldier living in the southeast corner of the camp

may not meet his friend living in the nortawest corner

for weeks. . . .10

On July 18, 1917 the War Department published orders
announcing the first major combat units to be organized and
trained at each cantonment. Camp Funston was named as the
training site for the 82th Division with Major General Leonard
Wood assigned as commander,ll General Wood retained this com~
mand, although he requested overseas duty, until the end of
the war. The first quota of the more than 46,000 msn assigned

to Funston arrived on September 5, 1917 and the massive

training program was undsrway.1l?

10y, #. T. Dau, "My Impressions," Lutheran Soldlers! and
Sailors! Bulletin, May, 1918, pp. 3-7.

115, G. Lott, "Camp Funston - Then and Now," The Kansas
Legionnaire, September, 1933, p. 3.

lzJunction City Daily Union, September 5, 1917, p. 1.
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Leonard Viood was a stern taskmaster devoted to doing the
best job possible regardless of the undesirability of the
assignment. TUnder his guidance the troops were conditioned and
trained with great thoroughness and efficiency. Considering
the shortage of time, supplies, and equipment the result was
cutstanding.

The attitude and comments of the men in the camp were
typical of soldiers at all times and places. Thne early arrivals
complained about having to drill with wooden guns and were
chagrined to have to wear blue overalls and blouses until more
proper uniforms arrived. It seemed to the men that the training
consisted almost entirely of running up the steep hills border-
ing the northern side of the camp, marching and drilling on the
plateau, then uwarching back "up" the hills to camp. Running
up hills seemed to predominate the training program and some
men swore that Camp Funston had the only hills with sides that
ran "up" whether one was coming or going.1®

A frequent complaint was that the amount of free time the
young troopers had was both inadequate and irregular. Not only
the soldlers but the nearby businessmen were discouraged as
well by this state of affairs. Although unpopular in some
quarters, General Wood was not a tyrant. An Army City business-

man defended the General in this manner: "Training zany men

133anhattan Tribune, October 18, 1917, p».l.



in a short time meant they had to be worked long and hard.
Under these conditions the men needed their rest and sleep
and little free time was made available for passes off

the camp."1l4

Popular or not, General Wood prepared the men of the B9th
for their duty overseas and in April, 1918 the division de-
parted for the East Coast. The General accompanied the 89th
as far as the port of embarkation where he was relieved of
command and ordered back to Funston to prepare another division
for combat. His disappointment did not lessen Viood's devotion
to duty and he threw his whole ensrgy into the training of the
10th Division. The 10th had completed its training and was
preparing for shipment when the Armistice was signed in
November, 1918,

Following the Armistice, Camp Funston was an active
mustering out center. Thousands of men had as last memories of
their service in the National Army the recollection of a few
short and hurried days at Camp Funston as they awaited the
completion of the process by which they were once again trans-
formed into civilians,

From the veginning the optimistic had voiced expressions
of faith in the permanence of Camp Funston. The huze, unglam-

orous, unpainted, barn-like barracks could be used fcr many

14Tnterview with W, F. 4iegler, October, 1959.
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years i1f conditions warranted. All of the other cantonments
had been constructed on leased private lands. Only Camp
Funston had bsen erscted on government ovned land. This was
an important reason for considering Funston to he more than
temporary.l5 Army men voiced the opinion that thirty to forty
thousand men would be kspt at Funston for several years after

the war as they awaltsd demobilization. After demobilization

O]

t least ten thousand men would always be stationed at the camp
for Training purposes.l6 The optimism would not be justified.
The 10th Division was demobilized early in 1819. 1Its replace-
ment, the 7th Division, remalned at Funston for only a short
time and departed during June of the same year. From that time
until its final abandonment the camp remained deserted except
for small guard units.

In early 1919 merchants on Camp Funston were notified that
after February 1 less than ten thousand men would be stationed
at the camp and the businessmen should govern themselves
accordingly. Many made plans to conclude their businesses
immediately.l7 By December, 1919 all remaining merchants had

vacated their premises. Funston was rapidly closing down.

15"port Riley and Camp Funston Clippings," loc. ¢it.

161pid., p. 185.

17The Manhattan Hationalist, Janvary 20, 1919, p. 4.



In August, 1921 the first sale to dispose of the physical
assets at Camp Funston was held., This was followed by sub-
sequent sales until the final auction which was held on April
10, 1923. At the last auction one thousand bidders wsere on
hand and they purchased over two hundred buildings and vast
quantities of materials and fittings in a sale lasting five
hours.18 Only two warehouses and three barracks remained of
the once proud cantonment and these would be razed in the near
future. In his report for 1924 the Fort Rlley Quartermaster
stated:

Camp Funston has been vacated by the dismantling.
contractor. During the past fiscal year cement piers,
foundations and floors have been removed from approx-
imately 100 acres. It is planned to clean 50 acres
yearly until all cement piers, foundations and floors
have been removed from the site.l9
The prairie meadow was restored to its eriginal state and

so 1t would remain for almost twenty years. Army City's

"raison d'etre® had ceased to be.

1Btgeary County Clippings,” Kansas State Historical
Library, 3:124.

19y, F. Pride, The History of Fort Riley, p. 285.




CHAPTER II

A TOWN IS BORU

With the June announcement of plans for a cantonment at
Fort Riley fevered activity and speculation commenced in the
nearoy communities., Tnls activity was spurred by various
combinations of patriotism, philanthropy, and avariciousness.
Although the latter was quite evident the cantonment was
thought to be more than just a "gold mine." The young men,
"America's Best", were preparing to defend their country and
those who remained behind Telt there was nothing too good for
those who would soon be in the trenchnes of Europe. There was
a patriotic desgire to "help out" in any way possible. Any
service provided for the soldier was of benefit to national
defense, Older nheads tended to give consideration to the
sccial, moral and spiritual needs of the young men and plans
were made to establish the proper means for meeting such needs,

Although Manhattan and Junction City were to profit
immensely from their proximity to the reservation, 1t was obvi-
ous that the existing transportation facilities could not
begin to handle the expected demand. ZEstimates wers made that
the combined services of the Interurban Rallway, which ran
between Junction Clty and lanhattan, and Unilon Paciiic shuttle

cars could handle no more than ten thousand men per day.l

lyanhattan Hercury, August 1, 1917, p.l.
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This left thirty thousand men on foot who would have to settle
for the offerings available in communities within walking
distance. As Manhattan and Junction City were too distant for
easy walking the geographical advantage of the small Riley
County town of Ogden came into sharp focus,

All eyes were cast in the direction of Ogden. Tt was not
known whether Ogden could rise to the cnhallenge. The town
lacked acceptable sewer and water systems and would have to
expend considerable money and effort befofe it could hope for
approval from the military authorities responsible for the off-
duty welfare of the young men training at Camp Funston.

Arthur D. Jellison, a Junction City banker, purchased
several lots in Ogden as business sites for future expansion.
Other lots were purchased for Jellison by Hale P. Powers, a
Geary County farmer and entrepreneur. Tnis bid to get in on
the ground floor came to an abrupt end when alert Ogden citi-
zens caught on and a mild real estate boom ensued making it
impractical for Jelliseon to invest further in Ogden property.2
The boom continued until many of the desirable lots on Riley
Street in Ogden had multiplied several fimes their original
value. |

Not to be so easily sfymied, Jellison concelved a bold

venture. If Ogden was not available for his investmsnts then

2Interview with 4. D, Jellison, August, 1959.



16

the next best thing, and perhaps a bstizer thing, was to build

(6%

an entlrely new town from the ground up. And thus begen the
story of Kellyville, soon to be named Army City.o

In the midale of June, 1917 Powers, acting for A. D,
Jellison, completed the purchase of a large tract of land
adjoining the eastern boundary of the Fort Hlley Reservation
and located just west of Ogden. The tract had been known sas
the Dyche Farm or Kelly Farm after previous owners, It con-
sisted of aopproximately 216 acres of land on both sides of
the Golden Belt Highway (U. S. 40 S).4 The land was purchased
from James ©. Kelly for $37,500 and with the conclusion of the
sale the path was open Tor the creation of a new Kansas town.®

While much of the early publiclty for Army City was
circulated in the nsme of Hale Powers, to Arthur Jellison must
go the major credit for the skillful and systematic development

of Army City. WNot only did he conceive the town but he fi-
nanced and planned much of it., Jellison was an established
banker with a state wide reputation and a sound business phi-

losophy. Jellison was active not only in business but in

gservice and charitable organizations throughout the state.

SToc. cit.

4"Apmy City, Dead Town File," Kansas State Historlcal
Library.

Starmy City Abstract." This is an abstract in the paners
of A. D, Jellison which traces the title of the land upon which
Army City was constructed.
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He was an outstanding leader for the Red Cross and during World
War I served on the committees for the Liberty Bond drives.
He became one of the state's strongest supporters of the 4-H
Program and continued a high degree of interest in the field
of education.® Jellison, in 1960, was still living in Junction
City and remainsd active in the Jellison Investment Company.

The first step taken by Jellison and Powers was the
formation of a private corporation as the vehicle by which the
town would be developed. The initial request for a charter
was denied by the State Charter Board as it included too many
corporate purposes. It was necessary to form & separate com-
pany to provide the utilities (water, electricity, sewers,
telephones) and the initial corporation limited itself to
"the purchase, location, and laying out of townsites together
with the improvements thereon; and the purchase and sale of
such real estate as is necessary and incidental to the business
of the corporation,"?

Two corporations were then formed in place of the one
originally planned. Tune first was known as the Army City Town-
site Improvement Company and the second, responsible for

utilities, was the Army City Service Company. The major

GWorld Biography, p 589, Ir. Jellison deserves further
mention as a most beneficent phllanthroplist and inspiring
personality.

"Letter to the Army City Townsite Company from J. T.
Botkin, Secretary of State, Topeka, July 19, 1917. Tnis letter
is in the Jellison Papers. '
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stockholders in both companies were the same and included
A. D. Jellison, Hale Powers, Samuel Weichselbaum, Walter
Ziegler, Roy Dalton, Herbert W. Jacobs, and Edward W. Rolfs.B

A surveying firm prepared a plat of the townsite which
outlined a site cohsisting of thirty blocks, five east-west
streets, and five north-south streets. Most blocks contained
twenty~four lots, each lot being twenty-~-five feet{ by one
hundred and twenty feet in size. The streets were sixty feet
in width and the alleys were sixteen feet wide,®

Late in June, 1917 newspapers in Kansas began carrying
headlines announcing the new town. The earliest publicity
referred to the town as Kellyville, this being the name first
announced by Hale Powers in honor of the family which had
previously owned the 1land.10 Within a few days the name was
changed to the more “appropriate” Army City.ll

From the beginning a high degree of city planning was in
evidence. Streets were laid out neatly and formed rectangular
blocks in the most approved manner. All utility lines were in

the ground before building construction was undertaken on lots

8Corporate papers of the Army City Townsite Development
Company. From the Jellison Papers.

9Topeka Daily Capiltal, June 27, 1917. In "Geary County
Clippings, Kansas State Historical Library, Volume Two.

loLoc. cit.

111p14., A clipping from the July 2, 1917, Topeka Daily
Capital. ‘




EXPLANATION FOR PLATE II

Portion of a map showing location of Army City in relation
to Camp Funston. The Northeast part of Funston was composed
of the numerous buildings at the left and below center of
that part of the map pictured. Army City is clearly marked.
Ogden was located just to the right of Army City and off
the map.

The original map was made available by the O0ffice of the

Post Engineer, Fort Riley, Kansas,
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EXPLANATION FOR PLATE IIT

Plat of Army City, Kansas., From the Register of Deeds!

Office, Manhattan, Kansas,
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to be served. The war effort resulted in labor and lumber
shortages which curtailed construction at varying stages but
the Townsite Company, ever alert, used these delays to cut
wheat, mow alfalfa, and care for the corn crop, all of which
were growing within the town limits.l®

By the time the hot Kansas July was half over construction
at Army City was at a fevered pitch. One visitor reported the

scene as follows:

Where grew wheat, alfalfa, and corn, there is now a
frenzied storm of construction activity. The fresh earth
marking four principal Army City streets has appeared.
The ditches for sewer and water pipes can be ssen in the
alleys between the streets. Foundations of stone and
cement for the huge buildings to come are being laid.
Carpentrg activity is high as floors are laid and timbers
raised.l

The Townslte Company decided that a uniform architectural
style should be used by all business establishments and settled
upon the Spanish Mission Style. All lot purchasers signed a
contract containing the following clause:s

It is further covenanted and agreed . . . that all
buildings shall be erected upon the Mission Style and of
Stucco and that the said party of the second part will
uge the electric lighting system to be installed by the
Army City Service Company . . . and also connect with the
water system . . . that said rates for use of the_above
systems will be uniform and not excessive . . . 14

12)Manhattan Tribune, July 12, 1917, p. 5.
131pi4., July 19, 1917, p. 3.
l4contract between the Army City Townsite Company and

J. C. Stevens, July 21, 1917. Courtesy of Mr. and Nrs. Bill
Stevens, Ogden, Kansas.
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It was believed that the method of construction would
result in a permanent and fireproof city. Later events would
prove the town to be neither permanent nor fireproof,.

By the end of July the town of Army City had become a
physical reality. ©Several large business buildings had been
completed, the water and sewer lines were in the ground, the
Rocky Ford Dam Company had completed stringing the majority of
the electric lines, and water wells were being put down on the
valley'floor.l5 The community's state approved water supply
would come from wells fifty to sixty feet deep in the same
manner as the Camp Funston water supply.16 A large electric
pump forced the water to two large redwood storage tanks
located on the high bluff just north of the town.l’ Although
the thousands of construction workers at Funston provided an
initial business impetus for the merchants at Army City, that
community was rsstricted to the soldiers until a satisfactory
supply of water was made available. The quarantine was finally
lifted when the water was declared satisfactory early in

November, 1917.18

18y anhattan Mercury, July 30, 1917, p. 4.

16100, cit.
1T etter from George Taylor to J. E. Walker, Engineer,
State Board of Health, August 20, 1917. From the J=lilison

Papers.

18Manhattan Tribune, November 15, 1917, p. 5.
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Army City now had an important edge over Ogden for that
community had neither a city water supply nor a sewerage sys-
tem. It was touch and go as to whether the Ogdsn voters would
pass the bonds to provide the needed utilities and although
they were finally passed the utilities came too late te help
Ogden reap her expected share of the soldiers' dollars from
Camp Funston.

Ogden supporters had hinted as early as July that aid
from Army City would be welcome. "The big problems for Ogden
are water and sewerage. It is hoped Army City, which has both,
will help solve these problems for Ogden."l® That a problem
existed, and to what extent, was evidenced by this statement:
"This 1little village . . . has suddenly jumped from a community
of 250 persons to a town of 4,000. Of course there 1s no
sewerage and probably not more than forty outhouses in
the place."<0

Later statements indicated that Ogden was notably
unsympathetic when nearby towns were quarantined for wvarious
reasons., An ares wide quarantine due to a meningitis scare
elicited this comment: "Ogden, which can't be hurt anymore,

looks on with indifference at the anguish now being occasioned

191p1d4., July 5, 1917, p. 2.

20Topeka Daily Cavpital, August 18, 1917. In "Geary County
Clippings," Kansas State Historical Library, Volume Two.
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in Army City, Manhattan, and Junction City. Odgen is extending
the same kind of sympathy and help she received."<l

Construction continued to boom at Army City through the
fall of 1917. Hale Powers, indicating "the way things move in
Army City," told of making a contract to build a cottage, the
contract being agreed to on a Saturday; on Monday he started
the carpenters and on Tuesday evening the palinters finished the
house in time for the lady to get supper.22

By Christmas the major construction works at Army City had
been completed. The year 1918 would see cnly the addition of
some private homes, a few business bulldings, and the construc-
tion of buildings to house several religious and charitable
organizations.

One of the highlights of Army City's growing days was the
promotional lot auction held to give increased momentum to the
town's development. The Townsite Company felt an organized
advertising and selling campaign would be the most efficient
method of attracting investors and businessmen to Army City.

On July 10, 1917 an agreemsnt was signed between the Army City
Townsite Company and the Carolina Land Development Company of

Salina, Kansas, which called for the land company "to advertise

21Manhattan Tribune, November 29, 1217, p. 6.

227pid., November 22, 1917, p. 6.

A
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and sell at auction, the new townsite of Army City . . . "23
The contract provided that the Townsite Company would develop
and prepare the townsite for the sale and would expect the land
company to:

« « o advertise the sale of said townsite by advertising
through newspapers, cloth signs, picture show siidss,
personal letters, hand bills, and etc., so as to attract
the attention of prospective buyers to the sale. . . to
furnish on days of sale, a band of music, arrange for
Junch, furnish ground men to mingle with the crowd,
showing the strong points of the property being sold to
cause the prospective buyers to bid on same, to furnish
auctioneer to cry sale, and clerk to keep an accurate
account of the sale and all other help necessary to con-
duct the sale in a rapid business like manner. All
advertising and expenses to be approved by a member of
the board of directors of Townsite Company.

We agree to pay all expenses in connection with the
advertising and selling said townsite, sald expenses not
to exceed the sum of §5,000,00, an itemized statement to
be furnished after the sale of all moneys expended on
same.o4
H. H. Halliday, President of the Carclina Land Company,

visited Jellison in Junction City and plans were formulated
for the sale. Four automobiles, carrying advertising litera-
ture and speakers prepared to extol the virtues of Army City,
were embarked upon a tour of much of Kansas and into the neigh-

boring states proclaiming the merits of business locations in

Army City.25 Advertisements appeared in major newspepers in

23Contract between Army City Townsite Company snd the
Carolina Land Development Company dated July 10, 1817, From
the Jellison Papers,

241,00, cit.

25junction City Daily Union, July 18, 1917, p. 1.




EYXPLANATION FOR PLATE IV

Typical advertisement announcing the lot sale to be
held at Army City. This particular ad appeared in the

Topeka Daily Capital, July 26, 1917,
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PLATE IV

250 BUSINESS AND RESIDENCE LOTS

Adjoining Commencing
Ft. Riles at 10 o'clock
Reservation cach day

WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY, AUGUST 1 and 2

SALE TO BE HELD ON THE GROUND. Kansas Greatest, Biggest, Busiest New Town. Located less than
100 feet from America’s largest Cantonment 60,000 population in 60 days, within a radius of two miles. Great
opportunity for all bueiness lines. Pay Roll will be over $2,000,000 a month. The U. S. Government is spending
sixteen million dollars in improvements. Army City wiul have sewer, water, electric lights, telephone, great white
why 40 miles of new paving leading to Army City. Theaters, Banks, Hotels, Restaurants, Business Houses, now
under construction

The Greatest Sale of High Class Business and Residence Lots Ever Held in the West. EXCURSIONS ON ALL
RAILROADS. Buy tickels to Junction City, Ft. Riley or Ogdensburg. Your chance to mop up big profits. Bome
thing deing in Army C:ty every minute. Get in the prosperity procession Wednesday, August 1. A very con
venilent plnce for friends or relatives to stay while visiting soldiers. 10 miles from Manhzttan, 10 miles from Junc
tion City, on the Manhattan and Junction City Interurban, the Golden Belt Road, the U. P Railroad.

TERMS: One-Half Cash, Balance March 1, 1918 Train Leaves at 8:48 A.M. Fare Is $1.44

Army City Townsite Improvement Co.,0uness

Office, Central National Bank Building, Junctien City, Kansas

Carolina Land Development Co.

Sales Managers and Auctioneers. Western Office, Salina, Kan.
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the Midwest as far away as Denver, Chicago, and St. Louis.26
The ads were most laudatory and designed to catch the eye of
any investor interested in locating near a large army
cantonment.

August 1 and 2 were set as the dates for the sale.
Arrangements were made for special trains to bring prospective
buyers and sightseers to the sale site. The first day of the
sale witnessed approximately three nundred pesople on the town-
site, a small crowd but not too small a turnout considering
the rainy weather. The crowd was further reduced because the
Interurban was not running due to the relocation of some of
its tracks on the reservation.<’

The highest price pald for a single lot during the sale
was ©1,650 which purchased lot one in block five for Ziegler
and Dalton,<B Tney had opreviously purchased lots two and three
in the same block for 3,050 and thus possessed what was con-
sidered to be the best corner in the town.<? They erected a

huge garage and a filling station on this corner and conducted

263e11ison Interview.

Tyanhattan Tribune, August 2, 1917, p. 1.

2800, oit.

29nStatement of Assets and Liabilities," taken from the

records of the Army City Townsite Company and dated November
30, 1917, From the Jellison Papers.
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a thriving business which was made meore profitable by the
rental properties which the two partners built on a portion
of their lots.

The prices of the lots in Army City were regulated by
their proximity to (a) the Golden Belt Highway, (b) ths reser-
vation boundary, and (c) location within a block. The
established prices ranged from $1,100 for lots in block five
on Washington Street to $550 for lots in the south-east cornsr
of the town with %200 being added to the price for corner
lots .50 Following the land auction 1t became possible to
purchase lots for much 1lsss than their original price. How-
ever, the cnoilce lots were sold during the auctibn at prices
averaging $B00 or better. People waiting until after the sale
pald less but were forced to settle for less desirable
locations.

During the two days of tThe sale a holiday atmosphere
prevailed at Army City. A ten piece brass band played through-~
out each day and a lively if somewhat small crowd listened to
the auctioneer's spilel as new lots were placed up for sale,

At intervals the sale was halted while drawings were held for
prizes consisting of pieces of quality silverware. The HMan-

hattan Mercurl editor was chossn to draw the first number and

'z . - » . . : J

SO0ntmgntative Lot Prices," a list giving the sugrested
prices for the various Army City lots. Included in the Town-
site Company records from the Jellison Papers,
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the lucky winner was - the editor of the Tribune. "Thus do
Manhattan newspaper men stand together."SI

Records do not indicate the total amount of money taken
in by the auction. One report estimated that $75,000 worth
of lots had been so0ld.o? Incomplete Tovmsite Company records
indicated land sales totaling $62,340 by November 30, 191%7.99
From incomplete records it was possible to assume that the
auction wesulted in the sale of more than $50,000 worth of
Army City lots. The remainder of the income from lot sales
resulted from trensactions completed before and after the
auction,

As Army City approached its peak growth late in 1918 it
presented an impressive picture to the casuval visitor. The
Mission Style of architecture, flowing from one building to
the next, contributed to an air of solidarity and permanence.
A business center had developed along Washingbton Street and
spread east and west on General and Colonel Streets. Farther
east, near Ogden, were clustered several private homes. South
of the Union Pacific Railroad Line a colored district known as
South Army City was developing. South Army City provided a

00l hall, barber saop, restaurant, YWCA Hostess Housge, and
b hog 2

Slianhattan Tribune, August 2, 1917, p. 1.
32Je11ison Interview.

33Mstatement of Assets and Liabilities," op. cit.



EXPLANATION FOR PLATE V

View of Army City from the approximate location of the
town's water supply tank. The view was towards the south,
Camp Funston may be seen at the far right, and Ogden is
visible in the distant left background. The camera was

aimed down the principal Army City street, Washington Avenue.
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EXPLANATION FOR PLATE VI

A view of Army City looking north on Washington Avenue
from the intersection with Colonel Street. The plcture was
taken on December 16, 1917. Many of the store windows con-

tained Christmas displays and advertisements.
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a theater for the use of the colored troops who wers barred
from similar activities on the north side of the raillroad
tracks.

Army City boasted electric street lights, modern vublic
utilities, and cement sidewalks. HMany buildings had installed
telephones; over one hundred electrical meters were in use;
avproximately one hundred water users were listed; over forty
sewer connections had been made.34 Fifteen dollars was the
charge for taonping water mains, ten dollars for connecting to
a sewer line, and five dollars was the chnarge for installing
an electric meter.°d

By April, 1918 Army City's official oopulation was 304.55
The population was so fluid and there were so many semi-
permanent residences that some visitors estimated tne population
at 1,500 or even greater.57 The total assessed valuation of
the community, according to 1918 figures, was $367,880, which
was greater than that reported for Randelph and slightly less

~

than the figures for Ogden and Leonardville.OB

3

41p1d., November 1, 1918.
35

Ioc. cit.

S6nThcorporation of Army City," Riley County Commis-
gsionners! Journal, Number Five, p. 49.

57"Geary County Clivoings," Kansas State Historical Library,
31227-228, The "Dead Town File," KSHL, cradits Army City with
a population of 3,000 at ivs peak but this is an extreme
estimate and seems too high.

SBManhattan Tribune, July 4, 1918, ». 1.
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A wide variety of businesses and service organizations
located in Army City. Several churcnes, the YWCA Hostess
House, and a Salvation Army Hut wers erected. The business
area boasted two huge theaters, several pool hallsg, and numerous
restaurants. RBarber shops, drug stores, jewelry stores, tailor
shops, and photo studios were making fine profits for their
ovners. Several dry goods stores specializing in military
clothing and supplies did a land-office business. A hotel,
garage, filling station, lumber company, bank, and two whole-
sale houses completed fThe business plcture. The future of

Army City lcoked brignt indeed to the men who had labored so

diligently for its creation.
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CHAPTER TIIT

GOVERNMENT IN ARMY CITY

The necessity of incorporation for Army City was first
evidenced in & revort to the directors of the Army City Town-
site Company in December of 1917. In that report Jellison
mentioned two problems which could he properly handled only
by making Army City an incorporated city. Ons of the problems
was that of collecting money from the property ownsrs to pay
for the modern street lights and the other was that of restau-
rant sanitation.lt Public health and welfare are two important
concerns of government which are not generally left tTo the

iscretion of private individuals or groups. Ordinances must
be made and enforced and taxes must be levied, collected, and
utilized to the vest interests of all coricerned. Army City
had grown to the point that incorporation was & necessity in
order that the powers of government could be exercised to
provide for the welfare and protection of the community.

For a Kansas village or town to be incorporated certain
requirements and procedures rwust be followed. 1In the past a
third class city has been incorporated by the County Commis-
gsioners when the city has a population of wore than 100 and

less than 2,000, and when a majority of the electors =i

noa

1"Report to Townsite Company," December 13, 1517. From
the Jellison Papers.
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petition requesting such incorporation.2 Incorporation laws
have shown few changes through the years. The only notable
difference was the 1918 requirement that a city had to have

a population of at least 200.5 A petition requesting the
incorporation of Army City with a mayor-council form of gov-
ernment, was presented to the Riley County Commissioners at
thelr regular meeting in April, 1918. After ascertaining that
the proper legal notice had been given and all requirements
had been met the commissioners, "Ordered and declared that the
sald Army City, Kansas, be and the same is hereby incorporated
as a city of the third class by the name and style of 'The City
of Army City, Kansas.!'"® The metes and bounds of Army City

were described as follows:

Beginning at a point on the East line of the Fort
Riley Military Reservation where the North line of The
Manhattan City and Interurban Railway right-of-way in-
tersects the East line of said Military Reservation;
thence in an Easterly direction and along the North line
of the Manhattan City and Interurban Railway right-of-way
1460 feet, more or less, thence in a Southerly direction
and parallel with the East line of said Military Reser-
vation 2246 feet, more or less, to the North Bank of the
Kansas River; thence in a Westerly direction along the
said North Bank of the Kansas River to a point where
said Kansas River bank intersects the East line of the
said Fort Riley Military Reservation; thence in a North-
erly direction along the said East line of said Military
Ressrvation to the point of beginning, all of said land

2ceneral Statutes of Kansas, Revised, 1949, 15-107
(Hereinafter cited as Kansas G.S.)

5Riley County Commissioners! Journal, Number Fi
bp. 49-51.

4T.0c. cit.



being located in section twelve (12), township eleven (11),

South of range six (6), East of the sizth principal merid-

ian in Riley County, Kansas.o9

Thne incorporating act by the County Commissioners also
ordered the first election for Army City which was hsld on
June 4, 1218. The results of that election were includisd with
the incorporating minutes and showed the following as veing
elected to office: Iayor - RBoy Dalton; Police Judge - Hob
Kanard; Councilmen - J. C. Stephens, Charles Phillips, Harry
Jordan, Charles Snirley, and laurice Jencls.®

A gap must remain in the history of Army City's govern-
ment. The government was established, ordinances were passed
and enforced, taxes were levied and collected, and the duties
of government were generally fulfilled. However, all city
records {council minutes, ordinances, expenditures, etc.) were
apparently lost. Following the disastrous fire in 1920, the
City Clerk reported that all of the city's documents and records
had been destroyed.7 Any later rscords were apparently lost
during a severe flood in 1935. TWhen a city unincorporates its
records are turned over to the township clerk.B The present

Ogden Townsnip Clerk, Julius A. Erichsen, could locate no

w

oc. cit.

%7pbid., pp. 52-53.

“Junction City Daily Union, August 6, 1920, p. 2.

<o

Q 5]
“Xansas G. 2., 15-111.



records of Army City. He recalled that during 1935 a flood
of major proportions destroyed many of the township records
including, he thought, those of Army City.9 Mrs. Violet
Hubert, whose father was townshlip clerk at the time of Army
City's unincorporation, similarly rec=2lled that the Army City
records, along with part of Ogden's records, were lost during
the 1935 flood.l0

Only scattered receipt books, psrsonal property assessment
rolls, and Army City tax records, excluding the real estate
assessment rolls, were avallable in the Riley County Court-
house records. MNMill levies were established for four funds;
general, street, lighting, and fire protection. These levies
totaled 5.50 mills in 1918, 9.00 mills in 1919 and 1920, and
4,50 mills in 1920.%1 The amount of revenue resulting from
these levies apoveared to have fluctuated between approximately
$2,000 and $4,000.

Roy Dalton, Army Cilty's first mayor, was succeeded by
Charleg H., Watson. Watson continued as mayor until the city's

unincorporation in 1922. The city council appointed mustachioed

o) . - . -~ ry N
“Interview with Mr. Julius A. Zrichsen, December, 1959.
107nterview with Mrs. W. F. Hubert, December, 1u33.

Llmgx Receipt Books for 1918-21, Treasurer's Hecords,
Riley County Courthouse, Manhattan, Kansas.



Nick Veite as the first fire chief and Frank Schemerhorn,

Ogden, was the first city marshal,l®

1256111500 Interview, Auvgust, 1959.

ol
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CHAPTER IV

"BRICHT LIGHTS"

Although Army City was bullt for the soldier it owed 1ts
initial prosperity to the thousands of laborers who came from
far and near to particinats in the construction of Camp
Funston. These men, as would the soldiers latzer on, worked
long and hard by day; after supper they were ready to wmake
their presence known to the businessmen of Army City and Ogden.
"It 1s at night, when the Funston laborers are frse, that a
strange, new metropolitan atmosphere exists. The strcets are
lined and every little stand 1s surrounded by patrons."l Con-
trasting the new activity to the sarlier, lonely wmeadow scene,
one editor remarked, "Bright lights are showing forth where
never bright lights shone before."e

On July 5, 1917, the first edition of the "Ogden and Army
City News" appeared as a special sectlon of the Manhattan
Tribune and was devoted to news and views pertaining to the

two communities.®

While outlining vlans to establish a print-
ing vlant in Army City the editor discussed the future prospects

for that newest of Kansas cities:

Litanhattan Tribune, July 19, 1917, p.6.

2Loc. cit.

3Tbid., July 5, 1917, p. 6.



~ The editors theorize that Illanhattan has an influx
of $£300,000 per month, frem all sources, the yecar around.
Tais $300,000 supvorts a town of 7,000 covering more than
one and one-half square miles of territory. Ogden and
Army City will have $1l.5 million at their doorstep. Can
they fail to prosper?

It is that million and a half dollars a moenith o
which we base our faith in the immediate future of
community if it rises to the situation and does its
The editor of the Tribune never made 1t clear which of the

two towns he favored. Perhaps he favored both equally for a

few months later he was commenting with favor upon the idea of

' 5

Ogden and Army City "amalgamating" and forming one community.
And then again this way have been his solution to the problem
of securing water and sewers for Ogden which was still quar-
antined due to its lack of prover and healtnful facilities.

The Tribune's early enthusiasm soon dwindled. No separate
paper was established and the "Ogden and Army City News" con-
tinued only as a section of the Tribune, becoming more obscurs
as time passed.

More concrete were the efforts of the Hammond Publishing
Company of Manhattan. That company built a two room office in
Army City to serve as a news gathering house and eventually as
a printing plant. Although they never established a separate

printing office in Army City the Hammond Company publicshed the

>

Toc. cit.

—— e————

9Tpid., December 27, 1917, . 7.




Arny City Bulletin for several months in thelr XManhattan office.

The paper was a small ten to twelve page affalir and emphasized
Army City news and advertisements as well as news about Camp
Funston and Ogden.6

The following description of Army City during its "heyday"

recreated the "bright lights" atmosphere.

)

-

Army City, at Camp Funston, is tThe only place of 1its
kind now in existence. It has been ccmpared to an old-
fashioned frontier town, which 1t does in some ways
resemble, but it nas Important differences; for instance,
it doss not have a single saloon (tho' it does have sev-
eral thirst parlors where men from St. Louls and Chicsago
imbibe bevo and profanely compare 1t with the genuine
article of their hometowns), and nearly all the buildings
are stuccoed. There are patches of sidewalk in Army City
and patches of ice and patches of mud, and the dust blows
madly up and down the street. On Saturday nights the
town is a sea of soldiers. "Anywhere out of camp" seems
to be thelr motto, and as Army City 1s just barely outside
the government reservation on which Campn Funston 1s situ-
ated, and as the men can do anytaning in Army City that they
would do in Junction City or Manhattan, it is as full of
soldiers as "somewhere in France." Army City was buillt
for the soldilers and lives by the soldiers and at present
it is living high. One man who went into business thsre
wnen it was opened about four months ago says that during
the first month he did &18,000 worth of business. Between
8 o'clock in the morning and 4 o'clock iIn the afternoon
the population is estimated at a scant 200. By 7:30 in
the evening it is between 10,000 end 2C,000. =Every res-
tavrant and candy store 1is full of soldiers, the photograph
calleries are full. The movies are full and there is a
double line three or four blocks along walting outside the
Orpheum. What sidewalk there 1is, is taken over by the
soldiers, and the strects themselves are jammed, and
bpetween the crowds of jitneys and soldiers it iz as
difficult and as risky to walk down the wmiddls ¢ the
street as 1t would be in Denvzr. It is an intersctin
Tor the most part good natured crowd that assemblies 1

n
r

g and
n

€pruy City Bulletin, August 31, 1917, p. 1.
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Army City. There are men from all over the middle west,
Almost every college and university, almost every town,
little or big, in Kansas, Nebraska, or Colorado, is
represented, and the men are all young and brimming over
with high spirits., It 1s no wonder that Army City resem-
bles a small college town on the night of a footbsll
victory = but on the whols the boys are orderly, remark-
ably so.7
Cne problem the Army City businessmen faced was taat of
anticipating the soldiers! visits. During the winters of
1917-18 and 1913-19 various typhoid, influenza, and meningitis
epidemics forced the Army to restrict the troops to the camp
confines, During such dquarantines Army City lost the majorlty
of 1ts trade. Helatives and friends waiting to visit boys at
the camp provided some business but only a small percentage of
what the storekeepers were used to. During such lulls the
Army City men would gather at John Sechler's Pool Hall for a
few games of billlards and lengthy discussions on the subject
of the day, "When will the troops be back?"S
Even more serious were the unexpected absences of the
soldiers when no quarantine was in effect. Such absences were
the result of General Wood's demanding training schedule and,
although they were in the best interest of national defense,
they often wreaked havoc with the Army City merchants, Res-

tavrants would frequently sell out of all their pesrishsbles

such as steaks and ice cream during one of the fantastlic rush

TGeary County Clipning Files," KSHL, 5:227.

BZiegler Interview,
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periods for which Army City became famous. The merchants would
immediately restock their larders in preparation for the next
evening's rush only to wait in vain as the mass exodus from
the camp failed to materialize. The new stock might rot or
Spoil before the soldiers were allowed to take a bresk in
training and leave the reservation.® Walt Ziegler, who had
many business interests in Army City, recalled that, "A carload
of the best melons I have ever seen arrived during a rush
period and about half were sold almost a2t once, and the rest
spoiled before tne soldiers were allowed to again leave the
reservation. 10

In spite of irregularities,business boomed at Army City
during late 1917 and throughout 19218. The barber shops were
exemplary of the many businesses wnich existed as virtual if
temporary gold mines. One headline read, "Barbsrs lMake Big

Money,"

and the article continued, "The men at Shirley's Barber

Shop will be plutocrats 1f the war lasts a year. Last week

one man took in $126. His net amounted to $82. Not bad.,"ll
The Orpheum and Hippodrome Theaters, with a combined

capacity of more than 3,500, played to standing room only

crowds. Vaudeville, "reels of pics," and bands and chorus

9Loc. cit.

lOLoc. cite.

1lrunction City Daily Union, January 5, 1918,
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lines mede up the typical 111,22  The theaters' advsriisements

carricd the flavor of vaudeville to the reader with such an-

—

nouncements as, "The U.S.A. Cirls, with Jimmy Allard and Vic
4 2 - 1

Gilbert - 16 Pszople - Some Show."®  0r one might choosgs to

see, "Frank King and B Pretty, Dainty Girls - Snapp Clever

Burles_qu‘e."l4 And 1f this was not enough variety one could

walt and see, "Dan Russels!' iatinse Girls - 16 Psople -

11
4
@
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A1l Girls.t1o Dancers, singers, comcdians, and novelty

o}
(@]
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'3

e Iinterspersed with occaslonal reels of the latest movi

i

but the emphasis was on “zirls." The opening night of the

Hippodrome was described as follows:
The Hippodrome was opened ifonday night to a $400
house and a company of girls who looked pretty and made
a great nit with their singing and dancing 0f course
there were some men in ths company, good aotors, dancers,

and songsters, but men are common at Funston, it is the
girls that count, 16

The colored scldier was not forgottsn. In South Army City
the Prince George Restaurant, "Bats and Drinks for Colored

Soldiers," was opened; a twelve table pool hall was buillt for

the colored troopsrs; and a theater, showing exclusively

L2 ranhatten Netionalist, November 29, 1917.

1SCamp Funston Trench and Camp, XMarch 2, 1218, p. 2.
14

“l

Ibid., ¥ebruary 25, 1918, p. 2.
157h14., March 23, 1918, p. 1.

161annattan Tribune, Novemher 22, 1917, »n. 1.
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colored talent was opened in May, 1918 with the precduction,

wl7

'Th

®
o)

eorgia Coontown Kids.

Restaurants, oifering both fcod and sntertainment,
flourished in Army City. At least six restaurants were in
existence with three, The Palm Garden, The Log Cabin, and
Schler's, being the most prominent. The Palm Garden was the
largest and was often packed to overflowing. During one of tne
typlcal evening rushes everybody was pressed into service as
waiters or cooks and there was neither the help nor the time
to handle the money propsrly. As the paper monsy was taken in
it was hurriedly thrown into the safe. The safe was soon
filled and before the evening was over the wmoney had formed a
large pile upon the floor, L8

Reports indicated that no intoxicating beverages were
served and the popular substitute was "near-beer" or "bevo."
The more popular brands went by such trade names as Notox,
Excelso, and Bevo. The '"near-beers" were the butt of many
disparaging remarks by men familiar with the "real thing."

Rivaling the Palm Garden in popularity was tne Log Cabin.
The building was made of pine logs and on the inside was a
large, open fireplace wnich always provided a cheery warmth

during the cold weather. On the door of the Log Cabin was a

Camp Funston Trencn and Camo, May 18, 1918, ». 2.

L7
8

18- . "
—“Ziegler Interview,
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locally famous picture of a German hnelmet and written under
it was, "Our Sentiments - To Hel-met the Kaiser."L1®

Secnler's Luncn Room, which adjoined his pool hall,
featured a large, circular lunch counter eighty-four feet in
circumference.?¥ His combined profits from the lunch .rcom,
pool hall, and a souvenir stand were sufficient to permit Mr.
Sechler to retire. He invested hesavily in real estate in
Junction City and lost most of his wealth when the community
began to feel the effects of the reduction in strength at
Fort Riley following the war.oL

Although there were restaurants and shops in Camp Funston,
they lacked one attraction which was offered by Army City.
Women wers employed in the stores and restaurants of Army City
while they were barred from Camp Funston. As one soldier
said, "There's sort of comfort in having a woman around even
if she is homely, and unattractive, and doesn't put out a
samile while she's serving you pie.'"?2

New Year's Eve, December 31, 1917, was like any other
busy evening at Army City. To the soldiers the most notable

thing about New Year's Eve was that it lasted longer.

19Manhattan Tribune, November 22, 1917, p. 2.

<

IManhattan Mercury, July 30, 1917, p. 4.
2lZiegler Interview.

22Gsary County Clipping Files," KSHL,
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Tt misht nave been a "Headacheless New Year!s" put
a wild time was had in Army City regardless. Hot dogs
and bevo were the chief refresiments and Army City's
streets wesre packed. There was a sharp contrast between
Funston, where "taps"™ were blown at the regular time, and
Army City, where the bright lights, cheering, drinking,
eating, and singing coantinued far past midnight. Every-
body stayed open and it was a thrill to be able to buy a
malted milk or a hot dog sven if it was past widnight.

Army City, being closest to Camp, had the biggest
orgy of all., The six "cabaret" cafss ran out of ice
cream by 11:00. After that the typical order was "what-
ever you have got."

Popular New Year's Eve topics of conversation were
trench digging, rifle practice, etc.

Some attended the moving picture shows. One of these
depicted how a child saved ner father from driunkeness.
Another showed Charlie Chaplin brutally kicking 2 police-
man every few moments. A third showed "the intricaciss
of the manufacture of woolen clothning from the cotton
field /sic/to the soldier's back.,"

One dark spot marred the evening's pleasure., At the
Log Cabin Inn (Hot dog sandwiches - 10#, a pretty, fat
cigar girl wno talks you into buying two when you really
didn't want any) the hot dogs ran out at 10:30! But on
New Year's Eve such big disappointments don't last long.

At the "Paris Arbor" there was much singing, drinking
of grape juice, and eating of fried oysters. This con-
tinued as the oysters got smeller and sma2ller, and the
crowd, thinner and thinner. "It was, in fact, s wild,
wild night.<9S
The lights of Army City were indeed shining brightly and

the future looked promising for the small town. All of the
activity was not confined to tne evening hours and 1013 saw
some of the most exciting events in Xansas occurring =z%t

Army City.

3Camp Funston Trench and Camn, Januvary 5, 1918, p. 1l.




EXPLANATION FOR PLATE VII

-

Figure 1. Interior of Shirley's Barber 3Shop. Nr.
Shirley was ths gentleman in the dark vest at the rear of
the shop.

" Figure 2. IExterior of the Log Cabin Restaurant. The

Kaiser's "Hel-met" may be observed on the left dcor.
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EXPLANATION FOR PLATE VIII

Figure 1., Stevens Drug Store in Army City.

Figure 2., Mr. Stevens at his well-stocksd cigar and
tobacco department.

Fipure 3. The Stevens Drug Store as it appeared immed-

gden, Kansas.
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iately after it was moved to
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In the Spring of 1918 two major league baseball tsams
visited Army City and olaved exunlbition games with a team from
the 89th Division. The 89th Division Team defeated the St.
Louis Cerdinals in ten innings in the first game of ihe year
by a score of B to 9.24 The Cardinals set the Divislon players
down by a score of 10 to 13 in the sescond game. Eight tnousand
spectators witnessed the two games and were thrilled to see the
soldiers hold thelr own against such formidsble competition.25

The basebsll thrill of the year came on April 12 when the
Viorld Champion Wnite Sox came to town Lo demonstrate their
prowess against the B88th Division Team. The stands at the
Army City ball field werse packed with 7,000 spectators. A
holiday had been declared in honor of General Wood!s return from
Burope and both the General and Mrs. Wood were in attendance.
The day was a big success although ths Wnite Sox were never
threatened as they soundly defeated the soldiers by a score
of 12 %o 1.°6

1

Other attractions vied with paseball for the soldiers!
interest throughout the spring, summer, and fall months of
1918, TIn a camp as large as Funston a wealth of talent was

sure to be available to assist in almost any enterpricga.

241v14., April 6, 1218, p. 1.

25Loc. cit. Longtime Kansas sports fans would recall the
neme of one of the officials at the game, E. C. "Ernie" Quigley.

261114., April 20, 1918, p. 1.




Accordingly, a combination Wild West Show and Circus was
orzanized., TFarnous stars were located in the ranks of the con-
drafted" as entertainers. Frank Burns,
a Ringling Brothers Clown, Tom Eckart, Vorld Champion Sull-
dogger, Red Garrstt, famous broncno rider, and Zudonz, another
Ringling Brothers Star, were a Ifew of the top attractions.27
Zudona was famous for being able To hang by nls toes from
flying rings woalle supporting a two hundred pound anvil Ifrom
his teeth and then permitting anyvody in the audience to hit
the anvil with a Sledgehammer.gS After several delays due to
inclement weather the Wild Vest Show and Circus wase staged at
the Army City ball field and anused and thrilled thousands of
soldiesrs and theilr visiting relatives and frisnds.

Avto Polo was introduced to Army City in early July. A
large crowd was entertained as two teams, two autos per team,
fought back and forth across the improvised polo field.29

TLate July saw the Kansas Trap Shoot Championsinip decided
at the Army City ball park. Hotels were avallable but visitors
were encouraged to bring cots and tents and camp out as the
town was expected to be gquite congested. Trap loads were made

available at the field for $1.15 per box so particirzats would

2'7Loc. cit.

28Loc. & Boe

297pid., July 6, 1913, . 1.



not have to rely upon the crowded and uncertain express
services.®0 The State Championship went to B. W. "Fatty"
Arnold of Larnesd, Xansas. It was Arnold's sixth champilonship
and was earned by nitting 97 out of 100 shots at 16 yards.Bl

In August several Army City businessmen, confident of the
towvn's future and wishing to sncourage its growth, masde plans
to form Army City's first Commercial Club, the eguivalent of *%the
modern Chamber of Commerce. Sixty-sizght members were secured
and they chose as their Tirst president, Mr. IMaurice Jenclks,
The Commercial Club's first venture was to raise funds to pro-
vide for a community dance pavilion., Mithin ten minutzs over
1,000 was subscribéd and two weeks later the first of many
weelktly and bi-wsekly dances was held.55

One of the last attractions to visit Army City was the
Sells-Floto Circus. Billed as the nation's best and most
famous, the circus played at the ball fisld on September
7, 1918,%54

The last major event held at Army City was the "Greatest

Coursing %vent in the History of Dogdom," a week long series of

5OLoc. clte

Slipid., hugust 3, 1918, p. 1.

Z
d2Manhattan Nationsllst, August 1, 1918, p. 1.

35Camp Funston Trench and Caan, August 17, 19313, p. 1.
34

o

Ibid., Auvgust 31, 1918, o. 1.
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deg races, Over 400 greyhounds from all parts of the natioen
were entered in tnis coursing event, competing for both pub-
licity and $6,000 in prizes.35 The last race was held on
October 20 and, althcugh those present did not know it, that
race marked the beginning of the end for Army City.

AS winter weather set in, two serious influenza epidemics
forced the Army to once again restrict the troops to the Camp.
The first quarantine lasted for much of October and early
November and the second lasted from December 10 to December
28.9% The guarantine brought business in Army City to a
virtual standstill. Following the Armistice and the epidemlcs
only the most optimistic voiced faith in Army City'!'s future.
After a short but vigorous "heyday" the robust, romantic, and
remunerative days of Army City were drawing to a closs. The

"pright lights" were growing noticeably dimmer,

551pid., September 28, 1918, p. L.

361p1d., January 4, 1918, p. 4.
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CHAPTER V

THr MORAL CLIKATE OF ARMY CITY

4

Not 2ll of the activities at Army City were of
and frivolous tvpe. Indeed, a concerted effort was msd2 by
the Townsite.Company to encourage service and religicus groups
to establish centers in Army City. Many organizations recelved
title to city lots as donations from the Townsite Cohpany, such
title being contingent upoh the establishment of a church
building or other structure for the purpose of serving the
moral and sniritual needs of the young men assigned to Camp
Funston.

One of the carliest and most popular service centers was
the YVWCA Hostess House. The Hostess House was a large, frame
structure erected on land donated by the Townsite Company. It
gserved as a place where soldiers could mset mothers and swveet-
hearts in a warm, homey atimosphere. Two dormitories, an

'
B

excellent cafeteria, and an entertainment and resception narlor
were the principal rooms. Comfortable easy chalirs centered
around a large fireplace and formed one orf the most plsasant
places for a young soldier to relax, visit with relatives, read
magazines, or just take things easy for a bit.l

The hostesses arc always ready with a kind word, =

bit of sdvice, to ease the homesickness some oi the boys
encounter. Occasionally a fellow brings in a sviaber to

1Camp Fuanston Trench and Cawnn, December 29, 19217, o. 4.
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be mended. Help with Bible references is a frequent

request., The Army City Hostess House 1is dolng =2 _won-

derful job of serving as a "Hows away from Home.

The Salvation Army Hut was dedicated in the late Spring
1918, Officials from all over the United States were

3

h

O

nresent for the ceremony. The two story building was cf

freme construction, sixty fest by two hundrsd feet. A large
avditoriunm, reading, and recreational rooms were on tne first
floor. “he second floor contained living quarters for the
Salvation Army officers and limited guest facilities,

The Missouri =

ynod of the Lutheran Church financsd the
construction of a Lutheran Center at Army Ci
the many Lutheran boys stationed at Funston. Tie tulilding

centained a social room, library, oififice, and
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ive hundred.® A dwelling was also erected for the use of the

Lutheran pastor assigned to the Center. Festors were enthusi--

estic about the work accomplished and felt the Center was an
ideal solution to the problem of contacting the boys training
on the Reservation. IT was difficult to locate each of the

boys at ¥Funston yet 1t was very easy for them to locate the

®Loc. cit.

24

“"Fort %Lle; and Camp Funston Clippings," Kansas State
Historical Library, 2:91.

4 - v -
Canmp Funston Treach and Camp, March 9, 1918, p. 4.

°Thid., Harch 18, 1913, p. 1.



Center. Services were held frequently and the "church and a
home" provided the boys with the one thing "needful. "o

Wot all neople were aware of the serious side to life in
Army City. The good work done by the several church 2nd serv-
ice organizations went unnoticed by many. The Militery State
Bank, the Lux Kercantile Company, the Hostess House, and the
Lutheran Center wefe just a few of the many sincere, hard
working, business and charitable organizations located at Army
City. The leaders in the community were solid, respectable
people who had made good names for themselves in nearby com-
munities or were to do so in the future. BEut regardless of
facts, many people could not envision an army town, any time,
any polace, that was not a pest hole filled with the dregs of
humanity. Army City was not above such prejudice.

One of the most severe attacks upon Army City appesared
in the memoirs of an intelligence officer stationed at Camp
Funston. Assigned to help in the investigation of a bank
robbery at Camp Funston 1n which four men were brutally beaten

1

ath wi £fi jer mop-up ralild
to death with an ax, the officer ordersed a "mo I on

Army Clty, a parasitical settlement on the outskirts of

u'? D

Funston. he officer perscnally directed the rald sz he

6Rev. H. Petrich, Lutheran Soldiers' and Sailors’ Bulletin,
Avugust, 1918, p. 23.

77

Thomas K. Gowenlock, Soldiers of Darkness, p. o2,
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felt, "The criminal, or information leading to him, would
most likely be found in that known hangout of unsavory char-
acters."B

Army City was one of those freak, mushroom towns full
of cheap pool halls, namburger joints, and ice crsam par-
lors that had sprung up beside Funston's regimented rows
of barracks like a boil on a young man's neck. Its inhab-
itants preyed on the soldiers and were considered a menace
by Army officials. Bootleggers, gamblers, dope peddlers,
and prostitutes operated there with reasonable success. . .
Two hundred soldiers were used to enclircle the city . . .
Every suspilcious person, of whom there were many, was
brougnt in . . . After viewing dooe peddlers, pickpockets,
and drunken prostitutes all night, I realized, despite
all tne iniquity unearthed, not a single clue to the
identity of the bank murderer had been found.

Part of the officer's problem was in the fact that he was
looking in the wrong direction. The murderer was a captain in
the Army, living on the Camp, who had calmly returned to his
quarters with the bank loot. The murder and robbery were
solved but with little thanks due to the "social critic."
Later investigation did not support the officer's description
of Army City.1O

A survey of newspapers published in Manhattan and Junction

City revealed very little in the way of vice or crime at Army

City. In March, 1918, Frank Schemerhorn escorted five ladies

B1bid., p. 53
9Loc. cilt.
10545com Johnson, "Eliminating Vice from Camp Cities,"

Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science,
July 1918, 78:60-64.
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out of Army City, "proving that Army City is not a good place
for women of the uﬁderworld."ll In June %two women, members of
a vaudeville troupe, while walking and getting a breath of
fresh air after the last show, were attacked by two colored
soldiers who fled as the women's screams brought sveedy res-

cue., 12

In another incident Schemerhorn confiscated forty-two
cases of lemon extract from grocery stores in Army City.

Three zrrests were expected but never reported.l5 Such was the
general nature of the Jjournalistic atténtion given to Army
City's vice and crime. The incidents appeared to be few and
far between and of a not too serious nature.

As a young girl, Mrs. Violet Hubert attended Army City
movies frequently during ths summer evenings of 1918. Although
she lived in Ogden she walked to Army City, attended the thea-
ter, and walked home. She did not recall any feelings of
trepidation nor did she remember her parents evideﬁcing more
than normal concern for her well;being.14

Mrs. Maurice Jencks was married to the manager of the

Orpheum Theater. ©She spent most of her evenings at home with

her daughter wnile her nusband was at the theater. She felt

11Manhattan Tribvne, March 21, 1918, p. 7.

12y anhattan Nationalist, June 6, 1918, p. 1.

151y14., Cctober 17, 1918, p. 5.

14Hubert Interview.
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Army City was a safe town and she was not afraid to stay alone
at home during the nights. As she remembered it, Army City

was a clean town and remained clean as a matter of necessity;

JAy]

nything less would have resulted in its being placed off-

|-~

imits immediately.LO

Stray women were considered the only moral problem with
whicn Army City had to contend. According to Walt Ziegler they
might sneak in and rent 2 notel room or an apartment but they
would not last long. "It was not so much & guestion of morals
as it was Just plain good business To keep tThe town clean and
keep the military authorities from having an excuse to inter-

nld

fere, Army City was a much cleaner town than many were

willing to believe it to be,

Camp Funston, the attitude of the prominent Army City business-
men was far from that of the avaricious parasite. The following
remarks were made by A. D, Jellison to tne Board of Directors

of the Army City Townsite Cowmpany:

An effort should bs made to show that Army City 1s
not altogether a money making scheme. It furnishes good,
clean entertainment to the soldier and his friends at a
convenlent place, and without tne Army restriction of the
camp life. It 18 a taste of the 1lilfe the soldlier is used
to and will be appreciated. 1iloney invested in Arny City
will help wln the war because it makes better scliisrs,
leooking after interests that would otnerwise be

lSInterview with Iirs. Xeourice Jencks.

16... .
‘GZlegler Interview,
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neglected. « « . There are many well disnosed people
who would be glad to contribute to things at Army City
that will be a beneflt To the soldiers,

I don't belleve Army City should ever be put in the
light of a money making scheme. It should be the best
place in the worlid for the soldier. Just as soou as ac-
comodations can be arranged conventions should b2 ‘
encouraged to come to Army City. Its big theatsrs are
good places for the state to hold some of its former
meetings. Prominent speakers could be invited to Army

2

City, etc., etc. School debating socisties would welcome
a visit to Army City and a trip through the Camn. Folders
should be sent to all County teachers, These should give
fvll particulars about the Camp, and about Army City.

Army City should be advertised as the placs where
everypody has a good time .17

Army City, if not bettesr, was no worse than many other
Kansas and mid-western communitiss, As far as camp Towns went,

Army City was pronably a notch or two above the

4]

7erare.
People who visited Army City nhad a good time, And Army City,
a unique, bustling, lively, "bright lichts" town, was a cfood

place in wiicn to live and work.

17 = ] . [rd ‘
"Report to Townsite Company," Decembsr 13, 1217, From

the Jellison Papers.
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CHAPTER VI
THE "ZONE"
People who were casually acguainted with the Fort Riley

area during World War I confuse the Zone of Camp Activities,
and events which occurred there, with Army City. For »nurposes

oy

of clarificstion a brief discussicn snould be made of Camp
was essentially a two-block long strip of
bulldings wnich w2re ownsd by the CGovernment and lsased to
reputable businesssmen wio were to provide sundry services to
meet the neseds of the soldiars. The builldings wsre centrally
located in Camp Funston and clossly regulated.

The Zone of Camp Activitlies was unlque in that i1t provided
facilities for the soldiers at no expense to the government,
yat the facilities were government owned, controlled, and lo-
cated on government land. Persons interested in investing
money in the "Zomne" wers invited to finance the construction of
all of the buildings in the area set aside for Camp Activity
purposes. Kach concessionaire built and pald for nis own
building which, upon completion, Ilmmediately became government

‘property. In return thse concessionaire received a five year

o

lease to th2 building and psrmission to operate an aporoved

business in that location, The bullder also paid approximately

13%% of his gross earnings Lo the Camp Exchance Officsr for
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5 s . 1 -
distribution to individual unit funds Hven under such
restrictions many men were sager to invest in the "Zone."

28 at Armv City, the prevailing ssntiment was that Funston

would be "large enouzh for long esnoush" to enable everybody to
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ial investment plus a handsome profit.

Inder ths dirvection of Capt. Dick Foster, over &1,300,000
worth of private capital was poured into the erection of Camp
Funston's "Zone."@ Three large theaters were erscted with each
seating approximately 1,200 men; a pool room was built and was
equipped with seventy pool teblss; a barber shop was con-
structed which boasted forty chalrs and claimsd to be the
world's 1argest.5 Two banks, one of which was the scene of
the robvery and its resulting tragedy, dru; stores, clothing
stores, luncn rocms, bevo narlors, and othsr concessions were
21l crowded into the "Zone."

Camp Funston was the only World War I militar

vy camp to

o

boast a Zone of Camp Activities., It was so successful that
plans were made to duplicate the "Zone" at other cantonments

but the Armistice was signed while sucth plans were in embryo

o
Q
4
and they were cancelled.

ltngrt R1lev and Camp Funston Clippings," Kansas State

Historical Library, 1:120,.

Cantonment Life at Camp Funston, op. cit.

5Loc. cit.

4 - . - -
""woprt Rilsy and Camn Funston Clippings," Xansas State
Historical Library, 1:156.



EXPLANATICN FOR PLATE IX

The left portion of a picture of the Zone of

Camp Activities at Camp Funston. The inset is a picture of

Capt. Dick Foster, Director of the Zone.

Figure 2.

Continuation of the same picture.
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PLATE IX
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EXPLANATION FOR PLATE X

Interior views of several of the establishments on the
Zone of Camp Activities, The pool hall pictured contained

seventy tables and the burber shop boasted forty chairs,
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Following the Armistice the businessmen gradually left

E)
the "Zone." iany building owners had sub-leased their business
sites to people who, wnlle lacking capital, were quite adept

at "hawking their wares." The sub-lessees were the first to
leave and tne original investors were left to recover what they
could. In December, 1919, the Federal Covernment ordered all
businessmen out of the Zone of Camp Astivities.® A4s the "Zone"
had operated for such a short time, many businessmen had not
even recovered their initial investment. Because the original
five year leases had not expired, property owners filed claims
agalnst the Government requesting damages to equal, but not

6

exceed, thneir actual losses. Tne U. . Government recognized
3 [&)

1

he plight of the investors in the "Zone" and satisfied all
7

t
claims in February of 1923.
The "Zone" was built to serve the soldier and was not

intended to drive out businesses iIn Army City. Indeed, some
men invested in both places. And Army City hed certain advan-
tages which enabled it to compete on favorable terms. Cirls
were employed in the shops and restaurants of Army City, a

feature the "Zone" could not duplicate. Also, a certain

5"The Army Bank of Camp Funston vs. the United Ztad
America," a claim against the Federal Gowvernment from
Jellison Papers.,

6Loc. cit.
Tonited States Statutes 2t Tarfv, 67th Conz:ress, Lenate
3111 85, Private 5ill 181, 42(2):1774.
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paychological benefit seemed to be derived by the soldier when
he could step off the Camp for sven a few moments, and Army
City was "off-camp" while the "Zone" was not. On the other
hand, the businessmen on the "Zone" venefitted from a steadier
flow of customers than did those at Army City. Althoush cen-
erally restricted during the epidemios, the "Zone" could be
visited during the evening hours, after the training routine
had ended, without the soldier needing to obtaln permission to
leave the camp confines,

After all was said and done there was more than enough
business for both Army City and the "Zone." At times bLusiness-
men at both places were less worried about the money to be
earned than they were avout the minutes to be slept before the

next mad rush would put them back to work,B

B”Geary County Clipping File," Kansas State Historical
Library, 3:227-228.
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CHAPTER VII

DECLINE AND DEMISE

During the exciting days of 19218 many businesses prospered
at Army City and people were optimistic about the future.
Should the war end immediately it was felt the town would con-
tinue to prosper, for Army men and congressmen had said that
25;000 to 30,000 men would be stationed at Funston for at least
five years after the war.t

But even before the Armistice, weaknesses were making
themselves known in Army City. Building construction lagged
and communlty expansion was at a standstill. Those businesses
which needed the support of something more substantial than the
seven to ten evening soldier trade were feeling the pinch worse
of all. 1In a letter to the Townsite Company a furniture and
carpet dealer announced:

(We) were in Army City last week, to convert our
business into an amusement vaerlor, but found conditions
so poor, also everyhody so discouraged, that on our
return decided to make no change.

_ We have in our room, fixtures to the amount of about
$600.00 and I am willing that you take over these for the
valance of the rent. It will more than compensate you
for our indebtedness and relleve us of a losing proposi-
tion, which it has been since last December. At the same
time rent the room and lose nothing tnere,

I have lost everything I had in this venturs, and

can pay no more rent, an? would like to nzve my rname clcar
of any indsbtedness.

i

llanhattan Mercury, Auvcust 1, 1917, p. L.



7

Am enclosing the store key, and would appreciate an
early reply.e

The Arpmy City Sarvice Company was, by August of 12183,

1.
i

parely making s: glels 3 {ensas Audit and Promotings Com-
pany of Salina wss called in to weke a survey of the situation
and formulate recommendations. The vecommendations wore quite

voluminous but the entire »prcblem was summed uvp thusly:
You are equivped for handling many times the awmount
of customers you nave and your overhead expense would be
but little more than it 1s now. Consecguently, each addi-
tional consumer increases revenue of the Service Company
very materially. he Townslite Company holding back and
"not getting in wmore

D
cople To patronize thne Ser Jice Com-
pany when they have gone to the expense of eguippning
themselves for a larﬁer volume of business works a hard-
ship on them and accounts for a large part of their poor
ShOWLng.

F-]
f"'C} ® o0

Jt
7‘)

While there nas besn a loss that could probably have
been avolded I am calling your attention to this particu-
lar problem so you will not overlook it when considering
metters in general at Army City.

The developers of Army City were not blind to their
problems. They werse aware that a healthy community neceded to

have an economic foundation based upon graster resources than

<O = e

just the abllity to entertain and provide services for the

167]

soldier. As early as Decembsr, 1917, the Towmsite Company
discussed posslible industriss which could be attracted to Army

City. Everything from laundries and cilgar factorlies = the

Letter from R. H. Goldhers to Powers and Jellison, August
28, 191B. %rom the Jellison Papers,

STetter to A. D. Jellis

on from wWilson Auditing Uonmpany,
Salina, Kanses, Ausust 14, 1218, Trom the Jellison Paners,
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manufacture of shoes was considered.? Efforts to secure
industries for Army City were of no avail,

Although new businesses and industries could not be
persuaded to come to Army City, the community held its own
throughout the first few months of 1919. NMany troops were pro-
cessed through Camp Funston for the trensition to civililan

life. It was a rapid mustering-out system, taking only a few

o}
(o))

days, a any men never left the Camp. But always a few did,

“

and these few were the sustenance for the remaining Army City
pusinesses. Army City store windows advertised closing out
sales, the theaters and restaurants continued to operate, bdbut
the evening crowds became thinner and thinner, It was a time
to dream and jokingly reminisce about the earlier evenings
when the mad rush came bolling over the reservation boundary,
and the cash register was not made that couvld ring up the sales
fast enough.

By sarly 1920 Army City's populaticn novered arcund a much
more stable 200 mark.® These people were the last hardy busi-
nessmen and their famillies who refused to throw in the towel

and several army families who lived in the uncrowded apartnents

which had once commanded such impressive rents. Casusl visitors
A-E 1 t s Y g i Z o T
"Report to Yownsite Company,'" December 13, 1917. Fronm

the Jellison Papers.

5Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1:213.
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were becoming more and more a rarity, the town seemed to be
going to sleep.

Fate had handled Army City rather roughly.. Epidemics,
quarantines, flash floods, unpredictable Army training sched-
ules, and the complete abandonment by the Army of Camp Funston
combined to serve as an oppressive weignt bearing down with
ever ihcreasing force and crushing the hope in even the most
optimistic. The town was like a tumbleweed in a dusty street,
waiting for a breath of wihd to tell it which way to go. And
fate was ready to provide the last breath of wind which would
settle forever the question of Army City's future.

Early publicity had proudly announced that Army City would
be a model town containing only fireproof buildings. All
puildings would be concrete, stucco, or brick and would meet
all safety requirements.6 #flost of the business builldings did
have stucco exteriors. But under the thin layer of stucco was
a layer of tarpaper, a wooden frame, wood floors, and the
"frosting on the cake" was the tarpaper roof used on most of
the buildings.  While making an inspection of the bulldings in
December, 1917, Jellison commented:

A company should be organized among the people who
stay at Army City overnight. Where fires are lelt to
keep things from freezing a night watchman should nave

a kzy. In fact, it is poor policy to leave fires. The
danger of fire 1s great. In msnyv places stoves ara too

6"Geary County Clippingzs," Kansas State Historical Library,
5:104.
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close to walls and smoke stacks nass throusch walls when
not necessary. Unless all work tozstnzr to eliminate
danger, there is certain to be fires.,”

Army City had for fire Tichting equipment a total of one

hose cart, six hundred feet of 2% inch nose, two fire nozzles,

w

and four hose gpanners. Insurance rates for Army Clty were

guite high. "The r

[sy]

te sheet 1s Jjust out . . . low rates are
6.41% for the bank and post office . . . up to 10% for restau-
rants. The Iinsurance companises seem To be betting pretty
strong that there will be a fire."9 The fire risk was so great,
and the protection so inadequate, that all fire insurance in
Army City was cancelled sinortly after the end of the war, 0

Cn a sleepy Wednesday afternoon in August, 182

@]

k4

, fate
struck the final blow against Army City. About 2:00 p.m. a
fire started from unknown causes in the apartment occupied

by the Watson family in the upstalrs of the Hippodrome build-
Within twenty minutes after its discovery the fire was

raging throughout all of blocks four and five in the north-west

"orom freshand "notes" made by A. D. Jsllison wihile

inspecting Army City buildings. f'rom the Jellison Papers.

BContract between ILlureka Hoss Company, Kansas City, and
the Lrmy City Townsite Company, Seotember 6, 1917, From the
Jellison Papers.

.2 - o
anhattan Tribune, Octobsr <5, 1917, n. 6.

10 nhattan Mercury, August o5, 1220, p. 1.
11 o5 wn s o Bk Rismm mgs 7 s o
I'anhattan Nationalist, August 1z, 1920, p. 5.




cornsr of Army City.12 Fire carts from Army Clty and Camp
Funston fought valliantly but could not presvent the fire from
consuming all the bulldings in the two blocks. The fire
fighters were fortunate to be able to contain the fire to just
the two blocks and thereby save much of the town. The flre
started in the south-west part of block five. The wind was
from the south-west and fanned the flames tnrough all of block
five with such intensity that the flames leaped Washington
Avenue and consumed block four. The wind direction was instru-
mental 1n saving the portion of the town scuth of General
Street.

A vital portion of Army City's business district had been
wiped out. Among the bulldings burned were the Hippodrome
Theater, the Orpheum Theater, Dillner Photo Shop, Haarmyer News
and Tobacco Store, Davis Taillor Bhnop, Mason Cafe, O. B. Scott
Variety Store, and the large Zicgler~-Dalton Garage and Filling
Station.ld

There were no injuries cxcept for some minor burng suffered
by a few of the fire fighters. Fifteen or twenty famillies,
mostly soldiers! families, were left temporarily homeless,

Only a few small crticles had been saved and the only iLtem

apparently insured was 0. 2. Scott's electric vniano, wvsiuved at
I J X s
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£500.%% The total loss in Army City was estimated at
£,200,000,1°

Uniusual stories accompany every disaster. At Army City,

ot

ust prior to the fire, a Sgt. Thornhill had withdrawn {550

[

Hy

rom the bank. The money was in his shirt pocket and the shirt
was hanging on the back of a chair in his apartment when the
fire began. During the excitement of the fire a rescue party
dashed into the apartment and carried out Thornhill's wife's
toilétry set, leaving thershirt and its contents to be destroyed
by the fire.l®

Army City could not recover from this final disaster.
Many businessmen quietly closed their doors and moved 2way.
YMaurice Jercks opened a temporary theater but soon closed and
went to Topeka where nis abilities brougnt him greater fortune
than Army City could have ever offered. A majorlity of the
bulldings in Army City were dismantled and sold for scrap and
lumber. A few were moved over into Ozden. The Stevens Drug
Store, built at a cost of %25,000, was moved to a mainstreet
location in Ogden without removing or disturbing any of its
17

contents, Three Army City bulldings were still in use 1in

Ogden in 192€0.

14 5
Loc. cit.
5 .

1 Toc,. cit,.

161;( % T R T - A « e = ] >
Manhattan Mercury, August &, 1920, p. 1.

lenterview with ¥r. and Mrs. Bill Ztsvens,



EXPLANATION FOR PLATE XTI

Figure 1. A view nortn on Washington Avenue at the
height of the disastrous fire of August 4, 1920,

Figure 2. RHemains of the Orpheum Theater and other
buildings in block four following the Tfire.

Firure 3., View of Army City showing the total destruc-
tion of the propertises in blocks four and five. Tuis view
may be compared to the pilcture on page 34 which was taken

three years earlier,



PLATE XI

Figure 1

B4



EXPLANATION FOR PLATE XTI

Hioppodrome Theater as 1t anpeared prior

Figure 1. The

to August 4, 1920,
Figure 2. The same theater after the fire of August

4, 1920.

]



PLATE XII

Figure 1

86
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The last pcople to leave Army City were the members of
the Watson family. Watson had been mayor of Army City for many
years and had a cleaning plant which proved to be a steady,
reliable business. The cleaning plant remained in block two
of Army City until the land was made part of the Fort Riley
Reservation, at which time the Watsons set up a new plant at
the east edge of Ogden.lB

Government in Army City ended in September of 1%22. At
that time six of the town's eight remaining citizens met at
Viatson's Cleaning Plant to vote on the future of the city.
MAl1l six voted to unincorgorate and Army City was through."1®
The land encompassed by Army City returned to the Township and
the city records were turned over to the Township Clerk of
ngen Township. Army City was officilally vacated by the Riley
County Commissioners in 1926.20

A. D. Jellison reacquired the title to 2all the land in
Army City with the exception of lots 13 and 14 in block two
which were retained by the Watson and Hussey families.?l 1In

July, 1925, Jellison traded the original tract of land,

1BLoc. cit.

9%ansas City Star, October 8, 1922, TIn "Geary County
Clipning File," Kansas Stats Historical Library, Vel. = '

2ORiley County Comnissioners!' Journal, Minutes ef February
1, 1586, 5:226.

Dy

21“Army City Numerical Index, Block 2," Register of Deeds
Office, Riley County Courthouse, Manhattan, Kansas.



88

purchased by Hale Powers for $37,500, to Fred Yenni, a Geary
County farmer. In return Jellison received from Yenni a 4C0
acre tract of land in Ottawa County, Kansas,=<?

The alfalfa and corn fields had returned and the "bright
lights"™ would shine no more. Army City had run its life cycle
and returned to its original state. The tract of lsnd upon
which Army City had been built was used fdr farming purposes
until 1941, at which time 1t was acquired by the governﬁent

and made a part of the Fort Riley Military Peservation.<®

zzcontract between lMr. Fred Yenni and IMr. A. D. Jellison,

31 July, 1925. From the Jellison Papers.

23Mppryy City Numerical Index," ov. cit.

—e




EXPLANATION FOR PLATE AITX

A portion of a map showing the parcels of land purchassa

by the U. S. Government to enlarge the Fort Riley Reservation,

v

wi

Parcel 211 was the original tract of land onurchased by MNr.
Jellison for Army City and which was later traded to Fred
Yenni. The insert map shows parcels 212 and 213 wanlch be-
longed to the Hussey and Watson families. The VWatsons were

the last family to leave Army City.
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CHAPTER VIIT

CONCLUSTION

A visitor to the site of Army City would find few traces
of the once pustling community. The bulldings were lon: since
moved, dismantled, or destroyed. In 1960 ths area was part
of the Fort Riley Military ileservation and only a smooth,
broad plain, dotted with a few trees, existed where once stood
proud theaters and hotels. The casual obsérver could readily
locate the vacated site of Army City for it was adjolning and
just south of Highway 18 and immediatecly east of the flood
control dike protecting the eastern side of Camp Funston. The
only pnysical evidence remaining of Army City wes found on the
high bluff north of the original town site. There, chipped,
weather worn, and partially hidden by grass and brush, remained
gseveral cement foundations upon which rested the two water
tanks which provided storage for Army City's water supply. All
other traces of Army City had disappecred.

In retrospect it is clear that Army City had very little
chance for success. At the very best, with kinder trestment
at the hands of Lady Fortune, it could havs developed into no
more than a small, permsnent camp town, providing minosr serv-
ices, recreation, and housing for men stationed at Fori Riley.
Had Army City survived until World War ITI 1t mignt have grown
and perhaps it and Ogden would have joined together to Jorm a

substantial community. Zven so, with the iuprovements in
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transportation and the ease wilth which larger communities may
be reached, it would appear doubtful that Army City, with or
without Oszden, could ever nave amounted to more than a small

camp town.

i

Why did Army City fail while Ogden, in spite of her own
troubles, remained secure and permanent? Ogden, if small, was
an established community with many families having lived there
for several generations. It was not dependent upon Fort Rilsy
for its existence; it was originally a farm community and
maintained its rural support after the war. People have a
tendency to remain near the place they were raised and for many
people Ogden was "home." The citizens of Army City were "foot-
loose and fancy free." The oldest citizen in Army City lived
there less than ten years. When Funston closed down Lhere was
very little to hold anyone in Army City.

Army City held no attraction for farmers, industrialists,
investors, or retired folk seeking a quiet, neignborly reitreat.
The optimistic who volced failth in Army City'!s future were
basing thelr faith upon the assumption that Camp Funston would
be a permanent camp with, if not forty thousand men, at least
several thousand men stationed tnere at all times. Tne devel-
opers of Army City were not the only ones who believed In Canp
Funston's permanence. Businessmen in Junction City and llan-
hattan, and high ranking military and government officlials, all
concurred with the belief that the ianvestment et Cawmp funston

was not a short time arrangement. 2But as so often happsens, the
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nation was even more recady to return to peace time standérds
‘than 1t had beeﬁ to go to war. The demobilization fever re-
duced thé strength of the Army in an amazingly short time. And
the fever did nOt.StOp with getting the men home but carried
through to the early dismantling and abandonment of the train-
ing sites. The all-pervading element in Army City's history
was its total dependence upon Camp Funston. Vhen Camp Funston
ceased to be, Army City was certain to follow,

People who had invested money in Army City generally
realized their investment and nothing more. The initlal boom
had been rewarding enough that many property ovmers had paid
for their buildings by the time of the Armistice. Some who
left early took considerabls money with them., Those who stayed
were less fortunate. Most salvaged sufficisnt funds to re-
establish themselves elsewhere but few really profited. Over-
all, Army City was a "break-even" business venturs.

Army City lived too fast and dled too soon to leave a
lasting impfession. But it was a unique town, like no other in
Kansas and probably not in the United States. It was a color-
ful, strange and different 1ittle town which added something to
the lives and memories of mény peopnle, It was possible %o
eliminate Army City'!s "bright lights" but it would nev:r be

vossible to devprive Armvy Citv of its "uniqueness,"
P I J q



presence never faltersd.
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Interview with Mr. Julius A. Eri

chsen, Ogden, KXansas, December,
1959. Mr. Erichsen, at the time of tne interview, was the
Clerk of Ogden Tovmship.,

Interview with Mrs. W. F. (Violet) Hubart, Ogden, ilansas,
December, 1959. lirs., ijubsrt visited Army City meny timses
as a child. Her father wzs Ogden Township Clarit st the
time of Army City's unincorporation.

Interview with ¥Mr. Arthur D. Jellison, Junction City, Xansas,
Avugust, 1959. Mr. Jellison was the principal de cloper
and investor in Army Clty.



Interview w;th Mrs. Maurice J@ncks, Topekea, ¥ansas, December,
1959. 1Nrs. Jdencks lived in Army City while har husband
was in business there.

Interview with Mr. Chris lontgomery, Junction City, Kansas,
August, 1959. As a young m2n, IMr. lontsomery clerked in
candy store in Army City.

Interview with Mrs. Charles §hirley, Junction City, Xansas,
December, 1959. Mrs. Shirley lived in Lrmy Clty vhere

her husband was a businessman and memper of the City
Council.

Interview with Mr. and Mrs. Bill Stevens, Ogden, Kansas,
January, 1960. Both Mr. and Mrs. Stevens were familiar
with Army City. Mr. Stevens father ran a drugstore in
Army City.

Interview with Mr. Walter F. Ziegler, Junction City, Kansas,
December, 1959, Mr. Ziegler invested in property at Army
City and constructed many of the buildings.



