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INCREASING THE WHEAT YIELD OF KANSES

The history of winter whest in Kansss is one of the most
interesting chepters in egriculturel progress. Every Kansen
refers with pride to the developement of the industry from the
time ferming was commenced & helf century ego in the small
river velleys of the eastern part of the state, when the state
was considered to be more or less a desert, to the present time
when XKenses has become one of the greatest wheat producing sec-
tions of the world.

At the time when wheat was first grown in this State, very
little was kndwn about the hard winter wheat for which Kansas
hes since become famous. S,ft wheats were the only varieties
grown and when the hard wheats were first introduced it was not
fhought that they would prove successful. It has scarce been
forty years since the introduction of hard winter wheat by the
Mennonite immigrants from the Russian Crimea. These hardy new-
comers with remarkable foresight settled in the central pert of
the state and sowed small quantities of the seed-wheat which they
hed brought with them. This central group of counties hes since
developed into the principal wheat producing section of the state,
and Kansas has come to occupy the foremost rasnk in the production
of hard winter wheat.

Kansas raises more wheat than eny other stste in the Union,
yet we must confess that this is dme to the number of acres sown
rether then to the large yield per acre. The average yield of

wheat per aecre in Kansas is nearly cne-third bushels less than
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the average for gll the stataé, many of which are less adapt-
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ed to wheat growing thean ouﬁfown state. The aversge yield for

the state for the last ten years has been 13.1 bushels per

acre. Under mOre favorable cropping conditions, meny of which
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ere largely under the control of the intelligent, system
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armer, the present yield of wheat for Xensas ss = whole should
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e increased to more then double what it is at present. No

wheat grower cean afford to ignore this faect, snd the sugject
"How increase the wheat yield end meintain the fertility of the
farm" becomes more and more important as land values rise.

The remarksble developement of wheat growing in Kansas hses
been due, largely to & very genersl use of the hard, red, wint-
er wheat commonly known among the farmers as"Turkey whest". For
& number of years following the introduction of hard winter wheat,

it was disparsged snd rejected by meny. It took a long period

of years to reach its present place of importance, passing through
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& more trying stege than the durum wheats are undergoing at the

present time. The house-wife was not acquainted with its bread-
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maeking gualities. The miller complained that it was so di
to grind as to materially lessen its market value. The farmers,
however, continued to grow the wheat and the millers put in mach-
inery which would more economically and sucecessfully produce herd
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wheat flour. The people begen to learn end &pp
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of this wheat snd the world finslly awekened to the fact that
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to the best produced

Kansas produced a bread-meking wheat equeal

hecome
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enywhere: Thus the reputation of Kanses hard wheat nas

firmly established.
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The Judiecious selection of the variety to be grown is a
metter of much importance end it is well to bear in mind when

looking over :

)

seedsman's list with the intention of trvineg &

new variety that it is not slways the variety which hes given \
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or is claimed to heve given the largest yields,which will prove i
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the best veariety to grow in & given locality. Maeny other import-

|
ent factors should enter into the selection of the seed-wheat, |
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sueh as adaptation to the climatic conditions existing at the

i
place where the wheet is to be grown, hardiness, market velue, |
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efte. In all cases no attempt should be made to grow & new veriety

except in a small, experimental wey, end it is the cheapest and
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gafest plan to select new varieties from a list of those which
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have been tried by the Stete Experiment Station. It is a recogniz-

ed province of the Experiment Stations to determine what varieties

i
are best adepted to certain locelities. Among the high yielding
varieties of winter wheat which have given good satisfaction at
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the Kensas Experiment Station asre the hard red bearded verieties:

Turkey, Bearded Fife, Defiance, Malekoff, Kharkoff, Crimeen, &ng
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Ghirks, e beardless wheat, and two soft red winter types; Fultz :

and Zimmerman.

Station for several }
it a trisl on the farm. Yet |

heat in order to effect

it is
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improvement. Many fermers meke it & practice to chenge seed every

e seed runs out. Under slip-shod methods

few years, clsiming that ¢ . ‘
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of farming this msy be true but:iwhere
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taining soil fertility is the most i:
State Experiment BStation to solve. I 1e
of it t be done before the lend becomes
impoverished. OCur
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ments for smut on wheat.
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ine it with & vproportion
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£ Lil ¥ v L |

e Ao e i o ) o PR P s e T R e I =3 =

remove the loose spores. .Bins, drills end sscks should be dis-

infeeted with the same substanece slso. .
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vlent whieh will at {times
insect does not remein for e long period of yesrs as & rule.

The Roecky Mountain Locust hes come and gone;

longer does severe demege over & very large ares. The Hessien

Fly has for some time been about the only injurious 18V
ing fi61d. There are local preventatives to keep these in-

1

sects in check such &s trapping them

lent crop sround the wheat field for Chinch Bugs, lete seeding

for Hessien Fly, end burning stubble for both pests.|

1isects is by

But the only effective method of combse

e rotation of crops. The injurious insects thrive Dbest oxn &C
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one erop. when this crop 1s grown continuously for several
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these 1
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nsects. <4hils

t favors the breeding of

.

on the same field

is enother argument for crop rotation.
In the past wheat has practicelly meint el

Fenie o el roduet i" -
other words, our whest todey is the product OL7L

the fittest." It has only been during

attention or thought had been given %0
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ing of wheat. Its close fertilization has been its selvetion.

As man'n necessity increases he will pay more ettention and
guard with greater care the small brown berry, the golden gueen

of the harvest.

W. B. Gernert.




