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A group of 16 sows was divided after all sows were bred. One
group was fed 4 pounds per head per day:; the other, 4 pounds per
head every other day for 50 days, then 4 pounds per head per day
unltil taken to the farrowing house a few days before farrowing.

A1l sows had access to fair alfalfa brome pasture. The ration
fed {sorghum grain, soybean oil meal, dehydrated alfalfa wmeal,
minerals and wvitamin)contained about 17 percent protein.

Weight changes of the sows are shown in Table 45. The sows
gained about the same during the 60 days. Limited f=d sows
apparently consumed enocugh more pasture Le gain as much as those
fed every day. However, 2 weeks after farrowing, sows f=2d every
day had gained 17 pounds more [rom the start of the test than
those limited fed during mid-gestation.

There was no difference in the performance ©0Ff the IWc groups
(takle 46). ©Other research has shown Lthat too much feed and over
fatness impairs reproducticn. The data indicate that feed costs
can he reduced considerably and good sow performance can e
obtained by limiting the feed intake of sows on pasture during
mid-gsestation.



Table 45
Weight Changes of Sows as Affected by Level of Feed Intake

feed level head 4 1b/day 4 1b. every
other day®

Initial weight, lb. 426 397

After &80 days, lb. 48l 424

At farrowing, 1b. 320 472

2 weeks after Ffarrowing, lb. 450 A04

Gain initial Lo 2 week after farrowing, 1lb. 24 7

* After 60 days feed increased to 4 lk./day

Tanle 46
Sow Performance as Affected by Level of Feed Intake during
Mid-gestation

Feed level 4 1n/day 4 lb, every
other day#®

No. of sows o 8

Figs farrowed,/litter 10.8 LO.7

Pigs at 2 weeks/litter 9.2 8.1

Birth weight/pig lb. 2.6 2.9

2 week weight/pic lhb. et 7.9

* after 60 days feed increased to 4 lbs./day
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