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ntMMRfBSZOH

At tiM tins thU MifeJ««t 1HM Mleotetf tor a thuU

•tudy tbs Mlsatlon of t«xtbooks la Ktonass ima tn a oheotle

•asdltloa. siava tbaa, atata Xaelalatlaa baa a1»oUatw4 tba

q3A taztbook oonniaaicB and ^aed ttoa dnty ta tha tenda of

tka Stata aoart of Bteaatton, a tody aall oonatitutad to

pOTflffiB ttilB fufiotlon affaotiwXy. It atlXl Maaina, &o»-

avar, for the toaz^ to aat up ooat of tha BaelOiMry A>r

affaetiva parfoiaMaaa. AooevdlBgiy, ahllo ootidlttoua hava

iwaad r»dlo«tli,y tn tbe atata ainea tte toglantag of thla

atttdjr. It la fait tlwt tba ateooe tor It to be of aarvloa

kao not dlaappaarad.

SWMial faatont a^Aaalsa tha laportanee of noat eara*

tax aalaotlcm of taxtbooks. j^xbapa tbs first of tliasa la

tte iasEa MHibar of iaaxpasiaaaad aad natxvlnad taaakam*

AaaaaPdlag to MazaaU {!»), "«m toaiaiUi« aarpa la tba mltad

8tat«i la atlll relatlvaly untralaad and a Majority of o«ir

taaetiara bava not bed aafflaleat training In baslo aubjaet

Btarlala to ba tsdapandant of tba taztbook. in aeboadL

•yataaa rOmf adaqnat* pforlalaa kea not baaa »«• (Mr

Buparvlaloo by tnlaad fmnH; taaahara raly <» tba taxtbook

ratbar tlien tba oouraa of atudy. Tbla la alao trua tft aaaa

altlaa abare alaborsto oounaa of atudy ara plannad. Prob-

ably a laxgar mnkar of oouraaa of atudy In tba seboola «f

1
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Um oonatsy •*• bescA apoa partloular taxtbooks ttao h«««

Oibberly (XO) nlao mt* that next to tt* tM^wr, tka

tazttwok 1« tit* aoat laportnt part of tim •duoatiooal my..

Urn in our wflwola toAay. Za ft«t, iritaxavar aaa mate* this

aaaaa to ha tha awpfcaata aneae aAuaatoaa ate hafva aoaaltaiaA

tha pvabXaa. Rith partloalar fiHraa do thaaa avgaaaata

a^ly to laaaaa.

A aaaaaa aoBat«asatioi> ahlah aa^Mataaa tha iraportaaao

of th* pttMMm la tha flood of taxtbooka aoa avallabla. la J
tba aarXiar Aajra altan tha fXaXd of aaXaatioo aaa aanoa, tha

job aaa aaafoiatlvaXy aaay, bat noa «lth tha oonfuaiag amy
to aaXaat fnw tba prahXaa baaeaaa asavXax. -rbat «aoA taxt-

booka an atrulXabla aa aaXX kaoa. uabbarXy (XO) ooaMnta

tfeat, "Tha iiaarlaen aidiooX taxtbooka ara tar ahaad of

lavapaaa taxtbooka. ihay axe uraaaaXXy fiaa plaaaa of aork-

aaahlp, dlatlnsutaha* tar ttafatr axoaXXaaaa la t7i>oep»;d>y,

yapar, tXXaatxationa, bXaOiae, aa* gwiaiaX aaha-oPt aoA as*

at the saaa tlaa oold at a aoajiaxatiTaXy loa prica. ^Ji a

rasoXt, tha taxtbooka arittaa aad prlntad la tha uoXtad

Stotaa ara aold alX over the laieXlah apaaklag aorXd."

Baaaaaa a high qnaXlty of taxtbooka la atallabXa, hoaaver,

deaa not aaan that thay alXX ba aeXaatad. Baey of ttioaa

aaatXabXa are out of data, arlttan fwn a vlaapoiat foxaiea
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1

to tha loottl sltuBtlon, or not in kMpiae wltb th« teoh&iqua

of mat»*n •Aawtlanal proeeaure.

Xt i» m* top* that tikis mtit*r >BT %rlae togothor th«

•MMBtial ooMldanttoes sad •ff»otlve toohnlqaes tbst aax

to HM* to d—Hi^ sltlk tto ycvMLas It ntoM in nmmm*

1
m oaoouL suns or msBooc snaonca

nvM eoaaMl MBVOOB of Inforaation toavtae ob tto

WoUiB of toxtbook aeXootion tava b««i watoi CD th

•sal litenturo availabX*, (S) « qiwatiaaBatz* amt to

•totos itiia oiti«w la ataloii adeptiflB ia affaotlTa, (S) boll*-'

tlaa aad otiwr natarlala aaaaiwd In reaponaa to tto ^t****

X aaraftil aurfay of avallabia Xltaiatus* ravaalad

aisBtftaaat tofomatton aad at tbo saaa ttaa aada It avldaat

ttot axtaaslva additlooal aonrwM anat to aoaght. nth tto

tortiiBiiml vrovitod bj ttala nadlnc • «iM%i«aaaix« {aaa

appaadlx) aaa fonaOatad aad aant to tha atataa haviat

•tata-adoptad toxtbooto aad to a auator of Xatiga alttaa*

It aaa oaoaaaasy to Inolada a aoator of itaoa la tto

fBaatloBBalre to aaoiura aatarlaX ttot was xtot avalXabla

f««ai aay^ otto* aooxaa. ^t tha ama tlaa It aaa teairabXa

to toap tto aatoar of qoaaUaaa aa aaaU. a« poaalbXa. ito

aaator of ^paatlona aaa nduaad to SX, aoa» of ahlah In-

aXadad tha aXaaaatary aohoolf tl» Junior hl^h, aad tto

1



OB July 89, 1»36, ths qUMUoOMlM «M awl]«« t0 tlMI

«tot« oupovlntMitoirts of ttw es states hanng wtntti Baoptm

tH^MMlni «M to tte Oi strict ta colunMla. "Om ama 4t»s~

ttouMln aw mtU»A to tta» «it7 miwriataadMts la %m
dtlM fla (Mtotanr as, 19W. &» thU QUMtlanuilM OM wt
9M*» altogstilwr aBtisf)Bot<»7 ft>r «ttim, tt« ^•tiMa
••n sllehtiy nvlwkl aod aant to IS otter oltlM. This

tlM t«B MpXlss MM MMiMA. «h8 «ua8ti<«a8lre wa not

CPraaUy for tfta eltiaa. iha aaM "ststa" aas

to "aity" la an attea^t to aaaiura a hiiJMur paveaat*

•aa of repliaa. ooa quastlw aaa mtim^t qfoaatlsa tao. tUa

akaaaat anakor ttawa to aiaibar four, stoibar four to ooabar

ftva, ata. Tho a«aAor of rapJloa rseaivad aas SX froa ttia

atataa aa4 IS fma tte eltiaa, Mklag a total of 86 ntuina.

na «uaatiawial«« aaa aaat to aU tiM Sft atataa havlas

>f»i'a<a>taa taattooHa. nar aza: nalwai. Ac&aoM,

mfeaaaaa, cellforale, cioanaatlaat, Salaaaaa, FlmrlAa,

oaaawi*. fAate, xnAlana, umaaa, jbantuoky. txnlslana,

Maalaaippi, iiava4a, Wmm Utxlao, North oarollaa, (»aataM,

O*—» Saiitb Mroilaa, Taonasaaa, vaaaa, nrKinla, utab,

•a« Saat nrelala. Hm qnaatl«iaalM aas flUa4 oat •»«

ratumad by 81 atatas; Alataaa, connactlout, oklabew, aa«

Aid not return tte quaatlonaaftM.



1
flM fammttauDmlx» w» MUM to 88 elUes MX«*tt)ft at

or*»T ttM Onltod ntataa. Tba foUowine eltlM flll«4

out «« tmtanmA (jiasaticHUMlna: 3t. lAtita, HtsMttrl;

Vittstaidi. Musylvaaia; clamlBad, obio; iMs MBtSM^ Zomj

oaamr, uolomte; Datvoit, Kiektcaa; nan Aagtlaa, uall-

fomia; St. i^uX, miBwaeta} Atlanta, CMnsgl*; '»» nnw

alaao. caXlfomla; laiWMdBB*, 3t««oMla; oiaahan cit^i

OkWtewi; LlaaoXn. MabnudBt; ^aattn, T«xa«; and cnwlanatu,

Ohio, tte qnaatloasalre aea aXao sant to tba foliating

altlea lut •»& not ratuiMdt luaaa ottjr, Mieaourl;

i<ertlawi. Omgon; ttOaa* OklabflaBt Oallaa, Vaxsa; Boatos,

MiaaatfHiaatta: yUat, li>l«U«aB} 0«I7« fiidlam; i^hllBdali^ila,

I>uu>arlT«oiat SaatUa, «MhlBCtwi; ami novMrnM, Khod*

ttna Mtoraa aant la aba* (mbla 1) all SI atatas uslac

Btat«-«doptad taxttooka ia tbelr alagaaetary aahoola, kU

that U atataw tava •tBt*-«4^rt»cl taxts for tba Junior bl|^

•mi 11 tor tba aa&ior bl|^. ffVOR tboaa returaa it Is

•pparaat tbat tba alaaaatary aoboola are raetrletad noro

ttaa tba Jualor or aanlor bind aAoela. One raaaao for «ba

graator raatriation of tba alaaaatary atiiools ta tbat la

tba grate aaboola tba tndlTldual dlffereoaas of tba atodonta

aza act so api^arant. or at laaat tbar aaa fea aarad for by

tba taaabar la a mora afflolant aaanav. Jaotbar raaaoa ia



^
iBbla X. StstM iMTlag staU-cdoptad tsxtboeks. ^.,

ssnier Stcli*

fc» III l»l

ax. 2X
state-ttdopt«d textbooks J*g.. XB 4 B

seXaet aaXtlpXe Ust of JU. 7 XO «
taxtbo^w J.B. 6 4 IX

I

0.0*,^, & 6 XO

SfltooXs raqulnd to uaa SX* X0 X X
adopted taxttoaka J[.B. 9 XS

s.a. XS •

tte itlgb aahoeX teaolMrs uaualXy are batter qtoaXiflaA aat

^ura aapabXa of aaXaat^las tlw taxtb<xM(a they am to tarn

an tks aXaaaatarr aebooX taaaftara.

nftaaa altiaa wn* Wattj^t into the atudr* aad It aaa

fooB* tbat fl«a iMva atata-adoptad Uzts la the elaoaatarr

and Junior iil«b aattooXa and tbat four uaa atata-adoptad

taxta la ttie aealor blgb aetooX (fable S)»

Ska Aaalrablllty of aUta-adopted textbooka la a aldeXy

dlaauaaad «aa«tAoa today, tkara are a aumber of argtaaaBts

for atata-adopted textbooiw as well aa arcwaata aeataat

tlMHi. UaxaaXl (X7} adveaaaa tbraa advaatacea of

atate aooptad textboaka: (X) Taxtbooka atXX be oailfoni «»«;

tke entire state ao tbat a paptX «bo novaa froa oaa aaftlw



to another uLll have no difficulty In entering any sohool

in the state. (2) The cost will he decreased. (3) State

adoption means that hooks are selected by more competent

authorities. We might add to this list Itiat state adoption

permits the use of a minimum course of study.

Table 2< The method of adopting textbooks in cities.
El.. Elementary schools; £. ^. , Junior High;
S. H. , Senior High.

Tea NO Not
Answered

State-adopted textbooks
El.
J.H.
J..H.

5
5

4

10
9

10

1
1 ^

1

City-adopted textbooks 7 3

Select multiple list of
textbooks

El.
JTH.

2
3
2

5
4
5

3
2
3

Schools required to use
city adopted textbooks

El.
J.H.
S.H.

6
6
6

1
1

= i3 1

In response to the argument that stats adoption pro-

vides lower prices, we may say that no publisher can

legally quote to one state the price of a textbook which is

lower than the price publicly announced in another state.

The assumption that in state adoption we have a more com-

petent selecting group is untrue in some states as will be

tkaen up under the heading "Selecting Body". There may

be instances in which these arguments for state adoption



M true, but ttoa; «*• not tUMWsUy tzue.

BfBtra (80) states, "Za ttassa tMs prtnslpXs Is not foX-

lossA. Only thn« of tiM s«*«i sabSKS (refesvtng to tbs

pisTlooB status) of tha sslsotloc fl«saay sn tssobtn or

MalBistntocs. limn Is ao iafinlte or oonslstsat poXtey

•f glviae tos^aaa a volaa la tbs ssisotioB of tsxtbooks.

fb» pronaioa la tte laa for askSae laboratory taats t«

Aatamlns tba bast books bas aavar bs«n attsoptsA and la ao*

vaaatlaabla aalasa a rasaarab dlTlaicm Is asteblisbad far

tba a«BlBlst««tlaa saA aavatvislm of auMi a plaa***

tba a|7p<»ent8 of stste aOoptloa asto, a^parsntly, ^ti
aa ataoae an argawt* lliay beXd tbot* aa ooodltimta la

Aiffsrant aabeeXs sad parts of tbs ststa vsry, so aboitU

tlis tsxtbooks vary. Tba fbat tbat tba taxtboak aaar-ilsaloa

aalaata tbs texts to bs ussd by tha sntlra stats nthar

bgr aona partlsular slty or ooon^ adOa sxastar lav«MrtaiMNi

tha jpmblaa. Za Skassa sod la aaagr ottmr atataa tba tast»

boolta ara aslsatad for saa tbrooBhont tha atote. neaavar*

la tba laagsr oitlaa tba lowaX sobooXs ara ususXXy paaalttad

to saXoat tbslr ean tastboaka. Ws ara aaXX aaera of tba

fiat tbat aonditlons In XoasXlUaa dlff^tr, asktae aaM taxta

ata aultabXa for ons psrtlauXar part of tbs stuta, oblXa

otbsr textbooks aay ba bast ssltsd to WDotbar aaatloo. lat

aa tafes taxts In arittnastlo for axnafOa*



Problens concerning ftm situations are entirely out of

pleee for the city youth. This would llkovlse be true In

elvlng city problene to the farm youth. Coffey (4)

ekes this stetement: "The methods of teaching Bust be

considered In seloeting a teztboolc. iror example, If the

school system believes that aritJinetic should be a tool to

help one*s cMldren to adjust one's social enTiromeot, It

Is neoesaary to selset books not only froo the adequacy of

drill nstsrlal, but their content should also Illustrate

the social situation that mil be met by the children In

life ezperienees." ?roK these and like conaaents of other

educators, it is quite apparent that the persons selecting

the textbooks should be parsons «ho are anare of the prob-

Xeias and best fitted to meet th«a. Lawyers are most faal-

llar with the field of law, doctors with the field of

aedlolne; than certainly school people are best fitted to

select texts for use in our schools.

.bother argomsat against state adoption of textbooks is

that the textbook commissions are not competent to perform

this work. The state-adoption plan aay aetually operate

against the *best textbooks". Such would be the ease if the

author of a book decides to incorporate in his text sob«

definite improTeBont in content or nethod of presentation,

Bd the improved book becoaee at once available to territory



«fa to its Bale. Vtomvr^T, thm publisber doea not dan to

offor It In th« atete «iMX« tho oarlter edition w*a adopt«d(

alnos tha iaprovad teok la not lagally tba adopted book.

It aoaXd ba lapoasibla undar thia aituatloo for a oartata

twrtbo^ to bo taptamA a agntk or ao aftar It taaa baoa

tept— by a aartain atata. BoMvar, tbat atata aill, for

tiM TCBMlndar of tha adoption period, ba raquirad to itaa

tto loaa affaotlva textbook.

Shere are astpuMuita on both aldaa of tba quaatlon of

•ooraat bat aoat authorltlaa do not fovor tba atata aa the

adopting unit. ZlMgr ftvor, ratbar, aoaa aBallar unit auah

•• tba aity or aaparvlaory unit, tbla aaall unit la

^IMatlon the Boat aatlafaatory for moot atataa.

Tba Quaatlonnalra attaivtad to aoaura laltoxntlOB «
the aalaetlon of a aultipla Xlat of testa, state adoption

of taztbooka doaa not naoaaaaxlly Man tbat one text la

aeioetad and tbat all tba oahooXa In the atata mat uaa

tbla OM textbook. It any laAlaata ttet aavanl textbooks

are approved and that tba aetual aalaotioa of one or aore

textbooka la left up to tba Individual a^ool. Tbla la

•oaanaly rsfarrad to oa salaating a "aultlpXa Hat" of

taztbooka.

tiabla 1 abeoa aavaa atatea adopting aavenl textbooka

for tba aleaantary aeboola. tba IndlTldaal Mliool aay tbaa



Mleet its owa. text or taxts from this approved llat. Is

tan instaneas, tlia state adopts one text iitiieh its alaaan-

tary aohoola anflt uaa. ?tor the Junior and senior high

schools , six states Indloate they adopt more than one text-

book and three adopt only one tart.

ABOther question on whloh it was necessary to collect

lafozaation «as the possibility of all the schools in the

state being required to use the state-adopted textbooks

when they are adopted. The larger municipalities or dis-

tricts are parmltted to select their own texts in Bost

«as«s. The reason is that they are batter fitted to saleet

their own textbooks than are smaxl cities or rural dia-

tricts. Table 1 shows that in Si states eleoentary schools

are required to use the state-adopted textbooks, while in

nine states tbe Junior high and la 12 states the senior

high schools are required to uaa state-selaetad ones. In

aoBoa cases it was noted that high schools were required to

use a part of the texts adopted, for example, the algebra,

geometry, and Aaerleen history, while in some other subjects

the high schools are permitted to choose the books they use.

Bare again we hsTe greater restriction up«Mi ta»e elamantary

schools than upon the high schoola. 3oaa of the poasibla

reasons for thla have already been mentioned.

Table £ deals with the status of textbooks in 15



iMWg^ eitlM. Xbs first ^Mtiw od tiM ^umUohdsItc wmm,

*tf yott iMV« t«t«>«dopt«« t«zt8 Xa your s<Aoolat« to

qiMctloo fiv« tlU«8 eoaMma "yw" for alvMatMy Mbools}

fiv* for jmtiot «Bd Ibur tw «aior M«lt miiU«a UkniM.
VtB MMHwrM "BA" for •iMMntary, nlM •mmiM *m* for

jMtear U|^, Mtt t«o "Bo« ftr wator ia#i atiKmla. Sot

<plt« aU tiM ^OfMtlOM MM MUNMUWd.

Za r*ply to tito iMMt ««Mtlaa (t»M« «} mvod oitloo

•totod ttittt thoy baa otty^odoptod toxtboofeo end tim* of tlM

oitios did not nply. To tb* 4iu«otloa» "Zf yon bav« alty>

•«»»tad tcztto^u, or* Mvoml oJkmnb bb« is tbo oetusl

Mlaotion laft up to the InaiTldiwl Mhoola?" tm oltlM

•^^lad "yra" for eloBMBtary, tbr— r«pXl«d "yos" tor

Jtmlor lilgli, sad tao ropllad "y«o" ftir nalor hlcb ••hoolo*

So thia BMM quasUon, fIva sobaola rei>Xlad tbat thay did

not Dave a onltliOa liat of textbooka. your aahoola

anaaacad "ao« for junior bl«b aahoola. Tbraa did not

aagr of tiMaa quvatioaa. six eltloa ladlastad tbet tbalr

piAUo a^MMla ara raqulrad to oaa tba alty«adoptad taxta

all teenobae of tbalr aebooila. Itar did not aaaaar tor

•laMBtary, aaid tbraa did not anaaar for Jtuilor and aanlor

hlCb aeboola. oaa olty rspllad tbat It did not bava a

nltlplo llat of adoptad taxtboolca tor tba Junior aitd aanlor



MfBCTIVa TiiCHHIiOS 0? T3XTB0OK SfflUBCTIOII

niare ax« aany phases to te considered In affactlre aoA

afftelant siathods of saleeting taxtboolcs today. Some of tbe

ptoaes deal with salaction In a direct nay, and aoine of thea

la a aore or less Indirect aaimer. To get a eell-rounded

picture of the entire situation, Infonnation wes collected

on the folloelng Itema: (1) selecting body, (S) adrisory

l»o4y» (3) length of adoption period, (4) adequacy of present

system, (5) course of study and adoption of texthooks, (6)

eTslttstlon of textbooies selected, (7) politics and textbook

adoption, (8) the pert of state teachers associations in

the selection of teztbooka, (0) pxocedure for textbook

eeleotlon. These various phases of the eubject elll be dis-

cuaaed in the order sntlmied above.

nie selecting Body

Vm seleotlon of textbooks fbr state adoption, as Is

shorn in Table 3, Is dons entirely by t«o typee of agencies

In the various atates. The state board of education selects

the textbooks for adoption in 12 states, in at least four

eeses the state board ehooaee the textbooks to be adopted

tnm e list reeoianiended by a special coaaittee set up for

the specific purpose of recoaneaAlag textbooks to the state

board for edoptlmi. It la entirely possible thet there are

other atates doing the same thing, but that it was not



iBfllMtaA « tlM z«tuxn«4 ^jMstlonnamit. Xn nlao atstaa

tt« MaHlMl<» Is nette op of all or « port of tb* atet*

teaM of aAuaatlon. In aavaa atataa tte gtoav or aeanay

ahlali aalaata tha taxtkoetca la nada up of ttia atate boex« of

•toaatloa. in nlaa atata tha aaiaattas (roup or ai^nay la

uj^ of aAuaatora, and tha atata aaparlntendant la a

la aavwn atataa. Za atx atataa a part of tlta

Coapoal«
tlon of
croup

Maltloaa
aaaurad



eolaotias aatiMr •< 1m Xttfrnn, In four Btetse tba govar-

Bor !• « awter of tbs sroapt ana in oo* state tb« llMtu-

ant govarnor la a —b>r. Zt «lll Iw sotloeA Is TaMa 9

ttiat tban la ooDsiMratlm ovariapping 1q thaaa raanlte.

'OiiM oanaot ba avoiAad aiaM tk* flwralta at* Uated Joat ••

tber vara atatafl cm tba ntama* ^Mationnatraa.

In 13 statae tha aai*afB ot tba aaXaoUn« aaanar 0at

tiMtr poaltiona Ity appolntaant fma tba govarnor. In tuo

stataa tbaaa appotataanta aaat ka ooaflnwd tr tta atata

MMta. Of aouraa, iImhi tlia aowamor. llautcnaot govanutr,

atata suparlntatidant, or ottiar ateta offlelala ara ou tha

toavA, thay uauoUr ara aXoeted Iqr tha pa^Xa. Zt la

proteUjr txiM, In aoaia atataa at laaat, that thaea paraona

aia oaaalf n«Bi<a-iiaa«a 1» tha aalaotloa of taxtbooka,

la protably a daalrabla altuatlon. Ttia atata board of

•teaatloQ appoiata an advisory body In tbraa atataa.

Zt la tba ad tar** oplnlMt that tha atataa la ablab tk«^

aalaatlae etoiip U ap9«lBts« ^ tha atata board ahooXd hav»|

a Bora afflelaat groap than hava thoaa OBOar any of the

•tkar arvaacaMBto. Zt aaaaa raaaensbla mi laglaal ttwt

tha at«.ta board of aduaetloo ahoald ba la a bettor poaltlon

to tmam ttoaa <*o ara aapable of aattac on tha aalaeUac

a«Mlttaa« Zt la poaalbla ttiat tta fiovamor, abo haa aa

aay other an»etatMBta on hla baada, and la. la oangr aaaaa j



iBtebt4NI to Ma* politlwl croup fur his slaetlait, uay ba

ijiiluMOttd, at iMSt Is p«rt( 1a MiklBa hX* ai/potntMnt* Dgr

tbOM •fftllBtloiui ooaiac oat of bia olootloa. Xt vouXd te

• MM o*ao iB trtaah ep*<otataaat* a»do bgr e eomnior oom

<• • nen-^rVMm iMois.

Jta« Vm obow mbkhui Saboo 3 s*«Ba to tm oa oxtnmly

iayortwit om. Zt glMO tta ocMvositlm of ths solMtliw

•amoy MiA iiw BOtbod tuM4 ^ tlw aeoucy or exoup itxltti to

Moylblo ter tho adOi>tin« or toxtbooks in tbo ototoo

«bl4k haw atata««<loptad taxtbooka. Xt aoatas obrloua to tba

aritar tliat tlie group abiob oboeaoa tba taztbooica la tba

aot imiertaat oog la tba Aola ajntea of taxtbook aoJ*o»

tloo. ia aaaaot aayaot to sat tba boat taztbooica for our

•tudoata if thla cwuj» la aada \t» of XajMHa, abo om aot

^laalifiad, or paraona «ho SM ao polltiwlXy altuatad aa to

ba uaabXo to oaka a fna ant tmbiaaad MXiotioia.

Thia point 1« ao iapartaat that tba Cosnlttaa oo 2ta-

•atlOB (9), aboaan to atudy tba taztbo^ altuatloB, In

auMHrlslac ito atudr aekaa tbla point, "Qm aboloa of taxt-

booka la ao Icifortant aa adooatlawil taak tbat tha atudy of

a99X«*a4 aatbote aand ataadarOa for aalaatloti aboold ba

aavbaalsad In tba profaaaloaal (vapaxatloa of taaobara."

It tba aalaatlon of taztbooica la ao aztreaaly Tttal

tbat It ra<iulraa pravious training, tban auraly it naada ta



te la tlw baoda 9t ooawetoBt ysumtM. Cook (7)

this ooBMat: 'Oaly fxaottB in aotlTa •ausaUoiwa wxk as

taoohan aaA ateiaUtraton ahouXd ba pasteittad ob aal,a«t>

lag aoauitta«a*->-ii ^uuUriMtioa ahleh tuay ot tim stat*

iMMwAa of e&ueaUciii, ottugtA «ltb adopticm, oi>naot aatiafjr."

Sbara an aaajr OirfHcaat ^laaas tc ba oozutlAand la

aaloetlBc taxtbooka auob as aonteut, bludiiig, papar, typa,

lUuatzaUoea, iutarastioe o^/pro&obaa, (quality of nterlal,

auaaarlaa, axaraioaa, auparviaad atudy laatariul, attMctlTa-

uaaa to atudecta, pupil lataraat, end Easy otbar Itaoa.

Mll-qunllflad and ectlva taaahara aad odclnlatratora an
batter abla to do tba aorfc of aalaatltie taxtbooka thaa an
fwalaaaa am, faxaan, or laityara, «bo are boay attb tbalr

owQ uuaaraia taaka aad iataraata. Biialaaaa «en an «utt«

llkaly to lat a aaoix dirfanaaa Is priaa enatly InfluaoM]

tbalr (Oioloa of • "raaaoaabiy g»c& book" ovar oae tbat la

e«ad, pnotloel, and axoaUant In avaiy nepaat.

on tbls Vutobar (3} wrltaa: "Tba dlfftnuaa la

bataaan a good book aad an Inferior oaa aonatloaa aaooata

tba dlffaraaaa bataaaa a AlXd'a aalklne to acbool oa a

eartalo aonlac cad zidlae on a atraat oar or bua, oc tba

ooat of oaa vlalt to a platura ahoa, or oaa ai^ar tbat tba

ebUd'a fatbar aaokaa. lb« aavlng to tiia aatln atata oay

awwat to aooa tboaaaada of doUan durlag tba llfa of a



u
contract.

"

X. i>. CubberXy (11) polnto out that, "The cost of the

textbook Is a relatiTely email amount, 1.5 per cent of the

total cost of education. Bat the textbook Is next to the

teacher in iaportanee in the educational system."

The state board of education should not attempt to

select the textbooks but should choose competent committees

to do this work. In conaaentine on this phase of the subject

Coffey 15) says, "When the state board of education is the

adopting body, it is important that it aet only on the

adrice of its couaslttees and eapeclally appointed proof

readers. When the state board of education begins to aet

independently, or still eorse, to ignore educational sdTie*

and foUo« personal or political motiTes in making adoptions,

tr«>uble is Just around the comer, and unifttzalty of text

books is then opposed and ought to be resented by the

superintendent and teachers of the state."

The agency which selects ths textbooks ft>r cities is

listed under several different headings as is Aom in Table

4. mare ere special eoamitteea appointed fbr the selection

of textbooka in five citiea. In tmo cities the board of

adueaticm selects the textbook upon the recommendation of

the superintendent. The superintendent In all probability

delegates some apeeial eommitteea to help selaet the texts

.1
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In one state 9
tiM Ktp«rvl8ors aeleet the textbooics. It la quite likely M
tliat hu« also tlM aaparrlsora act on e<»xalttaes to ebooao ^^^|
books or appoint eomaittees to do 'this «ork. This >
probably true if for no other reason than that these super^j^^^

intaadaat* and supcrrlaors have ao saebt other work to do ^B
that tlisy aaat hare the seleoting work done by eoiae of the t^M

people in the field. m
Toble 4. 'I'iM textbook selecting group for ten''- eltlea. ^^^

4 J
& 9^1
«« ^^^^^^^1

1 1 '^^^1

H l§ &
o ,^^H

a o. ~^^^^^i

1 ";!
* »o ^^H

s s %u
s

t

o • o ^^H
3 H fc

Ii.
tsg
«> o s ss «• H

& s 3 3 3
Jl a

Group selecting 1 8 S 1
Composition of J
group • 1 ^I^M

Foaitions of group '^«
aeeured S 5

^unly ten cities in this table since the other fiT« J
replies were directed to states.

^



In six cities tbe eooKltteaa for saleetlng textbooks

•i« Mide up of superviaors, prlneipala, end taaebare. Xa

only <me «lty doea this oozaBilttea iacliide Xayiaaa.

ttm —bws of thla ageuey got their poaitlons in prac-

tically all easaa tlirough appolntmant by the auperintsndante

or superrisora.

It la quite likely, aa has been MBBtioned before,

oalng to the oloaar relatlonahip end sore strict aaperrialoi

in the eity ayataaa, that cities do laors erficiant work In

aeleeting textbooks than the states era able to do. Jn

relation to thia Cabberly (10) ssya, "An application to

county and atate of textbook technique worked out by our

cities aould ImproTe both the nethod and the character of

the atate adoptiona." Hany atate boerds of education here

already benefited greatly fzoa the axpariences ihleh tha

cities have had in selecting textbooks, but there la aueh

ore that the states can copy froa the eity book aeleotioa

athods and benefit thereby.

the Textbook Adrlsory Body

Zb acne states there is an advisory body to the group

which adopts the textbooks. Yhe function of this adviaory

body is to study the aTailabla textbooks and submit one or

acTcral books to the atate board or adopting agency for

adoption. This adTlsory body, aa aa ahall refer to it, is



ooivoavd of different gzoups of pei-aoBs. It Is usually

b4« up of eduoatora, teachers, principals, superrisors, or

superintendents. The heat ftinetloning advisory body is

probably oade up of a comblnatioB of these groups of educa>

tors. Coffey (6) makes this stateiaent in regerd to the

selection of textbooka: "The selection of textbooks is the

Joint responsibility of the adiainistrators and eoEpetent

teachers."

The Comiulttee on ^ueation (9} oosnossts that, "Teachers

as users of textbooks should have a voice in ttielr selection^

but affeetlTe participation on the part of the teacher

requires apeclal oompetency."

The adTlaory body is usually appointed by the governor

or the state superintendent or the city superinteadont. It

usually consists of teachers and aiyervlBors or prlucipala.

Great cere should be exercised In Choosing this comraittee

vOiioh is to select the textbooks. The teachers on these

connaltteos should be in the specific subject field. They

also should be teachers tbst are especially ct^apetent and

teachers with experlenee. This cdvisory ccsimittee should be

glTwi anple tlioe to study the problem and celeet the texts.

The coiimittee should also enlist the help of other teachers

in iMklne Its finsl decision. As these taschers should



«Mk mlf ta «b*ir M»|«it nmXA», it «IU b« oMMaMiir to

MlMt a aoritor of aMBlttMs, for •wm^i*, «a» aoMitt**

tOf IWiW . «M «OMtttM fbr •ntliMttM, MM «anBtttM

IMr •le*l»fwi, MM fMr 1mm naot— toxts, •ta. Tkia <AU

ylsM kcttw <:u«lifl«4 tM^Ma m «»MitttMw m« at tte

mm tlM MU Bo« ovar-mak Mr om crwp of twalMni*

itot i*Mv or ttoM a«Maitt«M aibtmxa b« to noMwnt

tt« book* to tto •«a»tlac tatr* tblo «IU put too ootMl

•oMMot Mktae w« ]««il ^MotifliMi imolMd Ul tlW iMIBto

of B exottp tottvr QDoUnoA to do tbi« pwrt of tt» work.

tlM Boafeor of ototM «kl«b tovo tham odtrlaorsr boAtoa,

tta «Mi.lfla>tioDO of ttoaa ffraapa, «« tlio poatn of thaa

•vo sU takHi «v la Tabla ». Xn tho ooMath «u»otlon, u
tt ia akeaa In tbla taUa, at nota that thora is an advlaon

»a«r for tka «mb» tofttt tba toatkoMa ta aavaa atotaa

fwr tiM aiaaantoiT aalioala* aa« la ftaa atotaa for tha

jaalav aa4 eanter hlch aakooU. to aiaa aatiaa toat U
atotaa rai^laA that ttey «1« aot kata a«rftaory aoaattaaa

fiMT tto alMMttaajr atooal, aat toat la ttw loaior anA

amlar lil#i atfnoaa aa«M atotaa raiiUod "no" to tlila

qaaattw. Vrotoblr atUntlon tOumiA acaia to oaUa* to

tto toat ttat la aaaa ftaatoaaaa tto «anaaa flUlae aat

nm fuaalinaailra AM not wHf tor all tturaa aoiwela, ttat

la* tto alaaaatoyy, tto JaB&av



Mble 5. Ifae tM^book •dtriaoary body Sat SI atatu. El., Hlwiitary
sohool; J. H., ^inlor High; S. H., Saolor iSSk.
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It im poutbls tlMt thoM ptnoos latMiteA tiM aum raply

to bo um4 tmt all ttWM Mboela, but tt te not eo eon-

atnMfl la oanptling ttia flguavs oa this tabl«. ttia IAm, of

b«tn« that tau« raaMMi U baM« vyoa ftot uA aot

la tbM atataa ttia bo«r la apyoantaa by tba atate

baar« of a4<M8tlon, in tbtaa otbar atataa ^ tba atata

aapartataaAant aB« «fta aofanor, and in oaa atata by ttta

atata aupavlntaaaant of lublie Inatruotion.

ttoaa alio rapliaA to tba ^paattaa tlaaUtHH alth tba

JMsal «naltnaattflBa of tbia smap tn«laata« tbat In ftxir

atataa tba a«viaary boAjr wat ba aaOa up of aobool paopla,

in tao atataa af aatatanAlag ateaatora, toA In tbraa atal

tboa an no laflal qualtfioatiooa.

AwajNotly ttia only poaar tbat tbla 9x009 baa ia t»

WBwaaa boeha to tba atato a<b>9tlne boat«. At laaat, th«

atebt atataa llattae a raply to tbta <{aaaUaa in«laata« tbatjl

«w cvoap baa only tba poaar to taooanawt. Zt aaa elta4 In

aavaial aaaaa tbat tbla «a»«p gii!— tao or tbxaa bo^w

'

to tba atata ateptine body. Tba edrlaory beOy to tba «iD«ip

i*l«b atepta tb* taxtboeka for oltlaa la aboaa la Tabla e.

im tba laaiata for alaiwntary. Junior, and aaalar bl^

aoboola ora Idontlaal, tbay alll all ba tiaatad aa oea unit.

It la Qulta poaalbla tbat tba aaaaiae of tba quaatloa 1



T*2^1e C. Tb» toxkbock advlaory bode; tar 16 oltlM* El., Eleoaotmry
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not elear and that ooi^erotlTely t*9 replies tmre received

for tliet reason.

In Table 6 the first question eovared «as, "ta there

required by law an advisory body to the board vhloh adopts

the textbooJta for uae In your city?" In reply to thl»

three oltlea ana«ered "yes", ond five answered "no". The

edTlaory body is appointed by the city superintendent or

deputy superintendent with the aid of others In five cas«a

for elaawntary schools, and in six for Junior and senior

high schools.

The qualifleatlona for the adTtsory body vaiy slightly,

but in »11 eases the groups are made up of school people.

In five cases the group is wiAe up of teaehers, prlnelpels,

supsrrlsors, and superintendents, and ia three cases ttie

group Is composed of elaserooiB teachers only. Of course,

from the question asked, the work of the group Is apparent.

In the replies froa sav^ cities it wes stated thet the

power of this group was to recoanend fron one to three bool

to the adopting body.

Length of Adoption Period

The length of tioe for idilch textbooks are adopted

aries OBong states and cities. The ioportanoe of this

problem le in sobs esses oTerlooked. In soote e«a«s It nay

•la* ke oTer-emphaslaad. ju^d (14) has this to



M7 OB tin Iragtb of tlna for idilab textbooks aro adoptod:

"X as told tUat tha ortlury aohool book osnnot bo

sold aftor It Is five yoavs old uolass tha publisher at

laaat profsaaos to bava revissd It. rhsra ara, x «« sura,

units of lastzuotloii that do not nead to ba revlasd avorr

ftva yaaxa. Rarialon ia, of eouraa, nooeasafjr iriunwfav

lAsaa appear, Tha naa Idasa uauoXly Bup{)laBsnt vatiwr thas"

dastrojr oldar tdaas. Cby not put tha additiooa to a oubjaet

la tha fom of soall units and thus kaap the school library

up to data rather than oontiaaa tha pemleioua and aaataful

kabit of ovarhauling e «faole ooUootlon of topics every

five 7«aM for tba porpoaa of fooling people with tha idea

tbat ooa la publlahiag a aoa book?" This la tha oplnloo of

aeite ether proBlnant adueators alao. It nay ba true, than,

tbat «a have bean plaalB« too nich stress on a flva-yaar «r

•ay dafittita adaption period. It Is entirely possible Vbrnt^

«e have baas pnttlim soaa good booka out of use swraly be*

eauae ee beve aaeA then four, fiv«, or six yaam.

*A the oaaa tlsM it la undoubtedly true that aara it

not for a definite period of adoption, it eould be diffieult

to Bake tbe aaeAad tfaaagaa at tha and of four, five, or aiz

years. Also it would ba difflault to prevent <^8agas tram

being aeie la sooe lastaaeas after one or two years of use*

It is entirely possible that ehaagea any be SMde beeeoae of

1
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a idilm or fsncy of some on« person or some one group of par-

sons for 80)316 eduoatlonsl fad that laay last fbr only a very

abort time. It say aaan tbat tbs text would be reprinted

axcliangine the wpd "onit" for "chapter" to cateh tha

ftnelfdX eye of sotae group.

A definite period of adoption should also be provided

In order to gat rid of very poor bcoks that, even with the

best sethods of selsotlon, are likely to be adopted oe-

oaslonelly. It ahonld further provide that say textbook ean

be withdrawn from the adopted list by a three-fourths or

five-sixths vote of the adopting body.

A number of states and cities make it possible for

textbooks to be readopted after the adoption period expires.

Aoeordlng to ahlpple (83), "After the period of adoption has

expired, a text may be readopted or ccmtinued In use."

A compllstlon of retxirns in Table 7 shows that nine

states use the five-year period, which seams to be the oost

popular length of tine for text adoption. Theoother two

itiost frequent oecurilng periods are six year, which occurs

four tlEws, and four years, idiieh two states use as their

adoption periods. The periods range froia three to eight

years, with one state writing contracts with no definite

date of temination.
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tiiUa v. mKiuaavf of atotioa of adoption pariod for
state*

•

iHeriod of edoptlooi lhadi«r— yypoytliiB

S-yvar parlod 1

f »
S t

2 «
8 1
1 to ft-ywr period X
ft tu a-ya«r period 1
5 7«am with poaelble &-7ear

exteneiota X
Ho definite period X

Sbe period of adoptioa for oitiea ee la aboen by Table

8 MCBS to be aiallar to tbat for ttie atetes. Six out of

the BliM eltles reported tbat they adopt their teztbooka for

a five-rear period. One eitjr adopta Ita texta tat a partoA

of one to aix yeara, one for not leas than tbxee years, aat

0B« elty for aa long ea the board way detomlno. Both tba

oitlas and statea reporting agree on t;ie point that tba

period of adoption probobly should be about five years.

lable S. jnreauenoy of awntlOD of adoption period for
oltlea.

Period of adoption Kaiiber
Beyoytjlpg

5 yaam •
1 to 6 yoam X
Vot leea than 9 yean X
AS eaeh board deterainas X
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A4«^Moy of i>nMnt 3yat«ia

Tibia 9 ahoaa ttia laneth oT tlaa duilng abieb Iha

yataaa of adoption hava b«an In uaa. tbt tlaa

varlaa from two to 66 yaan. kfvnaXlj aoat of tha laaa

aoaaanine taxtb<»k adoption haya not baas oaAa la tooaat

yaara, for tha avanca htaeXh of tlma tor aHl^ tha taxt-

book lava have bean In use la approxliaately 24 yeara.

Ikbla 9. i«a of naaant sj»ttma of adopting taxtbooka

aad tha adaquaey of tha ayatMUi ooa In uaa In

atataa.

"VSBEaT^yaan BtaiUr ir ptSSSSTSrSvSST

^raaant ayataa uaportlng adaquata?

haa baan uaad XSS M—
I i I

J J i X

W » 2 1

M as
S 11
•• 11,
?0 11
88 11

llBay 6 1

Zn aU tha atataa axnapt fou» It wi» ths baliaf of tha

yavaooa ftiling out tba quaatloonaiia that tha sraaant

BTStaa la adaquata. Ko laaaoaa vara eiran for thaaa

n



n
optnlous. It naist be boise In mlod ttiat these are •r*

opinions of the persons filling in the report and do not

necessarily represent the facte in the natter.

There were not enough reports froM cities, as riioen in

Table 10 on the length of tisie thet the present Bystens

liave been in use, to me lie them of any particular value.

Table 10. Age of present systeiBs of adopting textbooks
and the adequacy of systeaB* now in use in
cities.

Number of years Nufflber Is present system
present eystea has Reporting adequate?

been in use Tea Ho Partially

4 11
e 11

12 1 1
vni 16 11

18 1 1
lianT S 2 i

One oity reported thet its systen had been in use four

years in the elenentary school and Jiinior high, end for six

years in the senior high, ioiotber reported that its syste

had been in use IS years in the eieasntary school and the

Junior high, and for 18 yeara in the senior high. The

others reporting eere: one school which had used its

system for OTer IS yeers, and three cities ehioh reported

they had used theirs "BSBy years". There eere eight cities

ehieh anseered the question, "Xa your present systea

adequste?" It eas the opinion of five of those replying
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that their pressnt systeos mra adequate, and of two that

theirs »ero not entirely adequate. One city stated that

ita ayatOK aea Inadequate. It la Interesting to note that

In this parti ouXar city, atate-adopted textbooltB are uaed.

Course of Study and Adoption of Teitbooks

Xn Kunsas the recent legisXetion has placed the selec-

tion of teztboolcB In the handa of the eane group that la

responBibla for the course of atudy. It la hellered that

If the same group is responalhle for both the course of

study end the selection of textbooks, we ahail gat a better

correlation betwoen the two. It la also bellcTed ttiat the

textbo<A8 lAileh would be adopted luder thla plan could be

mora eaally uaed altt the course of atudy; then the same

^tsrlal that would be covered in the textbook iwuld be

provided for, so Car aa possible, in the course of study.

The report of the Coamittee on Education for 1«32 (8) states,

"The educational unit preparing the course of atudy Is the

logical unit tor adoption of textbooks; in that way the

textbook will fit the oourae of study."

The frequency of mention of the body responsible for

the deteiElnlng of the course of study is ahown in Table 11.

Here again, while the qusationnalre called for answers from

the elenentary achoola, the Junior high, and the senior

J
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ki^ MlMMls, tbe i«£ult» are so ceerly Idsutlosl o&A tlM

replias ao Intemoven that It is practloa^ly ioiWMlbXe to

0«]^«r»t« tta Mtunw into thasa tlraa diYlsloaa. TlMjr

alU ba traat«4 aa oia unit In thia Ala«iaalon.

Tabla XL. BoAr raapocalbla ft>r eouraa of atudr for
titaa.

aaa of aaronp ^tmas

Stata board of a«tue«tloa 12
Ststa auparlatanAaat throagh apaeial eoaeiitteas 4
stata auparlntaatettt X
ststa boox^ of eduoation and board of apaoiaX
dlatrleta 1

aieaaataiy aatooL aoaKlaaloa X
Bleb aaboftl aoaailaalwn *
stata board upon laua—a»datlona 1

%a find la vable II tbat tba atate board of aduoatlon

la raaponalbXa for dataralaUifi tha eouraa of atudy la U
•tataa, sod tba atata auparlntasdaot la xaapoaalbla tbraagii

apaalal aooaattaaa In four atataa. I'ba fbUooliie exoupa

ara raeponalbXa for datarmlnlne tha oouraa of atudy In

atata aaob: atata board and apaotai. dlatrleta, atata

aiiparliitandant, alaaantsry aebool oomlaalon, hXtJa Mbool

yilaalmi. and tlw atata board of adnaatlon upoB

tet&oa of tba atata taxtbook aonBlaalOB, tba atata ani

taa4aat, and apaelal oonalttaaa. Attantltm abould ba aaUM^

to tha faat tint tba atata board of adueatloa alooa

•ppanntly la zaaponalbla In 18 atataa. Tba auta board



kiM at least a part of the rasponaibUity In two other

eaaes already elted. Lllcevisa ahlle the atate auperlntea-

dent Is dlraetly responsible In only one atate, he la, la

all probability, a pert of the board of edueotion In Boat

atates and is directly or indiractly reaponelble in oany

statea for the course of atndy.

Table 12 is aifflllar to Table 11 except that it deals

1th cities, while Table 11 deala alth statea. Table

12 eovera the frecoeney of oentlon of the body responsible

for determining the course of study.

Table 12. Body responoible for the course of study for
cities.

Hams of G:roup MuBber

state board of education
Local board of education
Looal school district
Local achool dlatrlot under atate laas
State board of education, use not required

OiTislai of instruction—auperrlBors
XlMwatary eurrleulura aeetlMi
Secondary currleuluai section
l««sl board approves auperlntendent'e
mMMwndatlons

State board and local auUioritlea
OOHBittees appointed by sui'Srintendent

3
2
1
1
1

1
1
1

1
1

The state board of education detarmlnea the courae of

atudy in three cltlea, and the loeal board of aducetloo

la the deterralnlne body In two cities. "*• others, aa
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Dtioiisd b«lo«, 99T9 DaawA OBM sa the sgcitey tetemlnlag

the olty oours* of study: Xoeal dlstrlot* loosl bMiid

••ttac oMhir state laas, stata board of aduoatioB, but no

dlstrlot la raqulrad to naa tha eoursa ncoaiMndad, dlviaioB

of inatiuotlon aada up of aapayrlaora, eoDtatttaaa appointed

by auparlntendant, alaMBtary (ranrioulun aaatlon, tha

aaawMlMij aurrloolom aaotlon, the board ot aduaotloi.

appxevas aa tha atata auparintatident raooBaands, atata board

of aduoation and loaal authorities.

It Is obnoua frwn these replies that both the loaal

boards and aaparlntandenta are rsspooslbla In nore oltlaa

than are Indlaated dlreotly. That Is, for exaaple, ao

doubt true of the atBtaaot that the board of eduoutloo la

laayoaalbXs ss tha suparintaDdaat raaonnaads, or oosnlttaaa

appointed by the superiateodaat. mm tbaaa returns it is

fVpannt that the etty aaparlntaodaat la vasponsibla,

dizeetly or indtreatly, for the adoption of textbooks end

dataznlnlng tha oourea of study in at laaat a«raB of tho

Id alUaa.

Tao queeUona MTC diraatad at thla asaa ptaaa dis-

ottsaad la TabXas XI sad IE. Ths quest loo aas, "Does the

grcup ahleh la rasponalbXo for the aouraa of atudy saladt

tha textbooka?" It is Intareating to aota that in ten

atatea the group ehlah adopts the textbooka dataxBlnea tha
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courses of study. In ten states one group doss not do both,

OAd one state did not reply to this question. This la

•ho«n in Table 13.

The second question in Table 13 is, "If the sum gsovp

does not select both the textbook.8 and the course of study,

do the separate agencies cooperate?" In reply to this

question, six states said that the cooperation was good,

and t«o replied, "Fair cooperation". Thirteen states did

not reply to this question.

Table IS. Course of study and textbook selection for
states.

Tee No Cooperation Nol
Good Fair /uisnered

Is the group which selects
the teztboolis responsible
for the course of study? 10 10 1

If the saLie group does not
select both the textbooks
and the course of study,
do the separate agencies
cooperate? 6 S 13

Table 14 takes up the same questions for cities that

'rable 13 does for the states. Four cities reported that

the group responsible for tiie course of study did

select the textbooks. Sight cities reported that different

groups did this work. Only three cities replied to the

question of cooperation between these two groups. Two
1



elites nported that the grotp •X««tlafi t)M •ooiwea of

taAf eoopentaa vitli t^ one adopting tlia textbooks, and

aae elty reported poor cooperetloa.

VAte U. ueurse of etnijr end textbook eeleetlon for
ettles.

"doopexekloa

"

Good i>oor Aaeeered

Za the sroKp eliieb eaJLeeta
tke textbo^w respoBaible
for the oourse of studjr? 8

If tbe eeoe group dosa not
aeleet botb tba textbo<Aa
aaA tke eouree of atudjr,
te tke aeperate aganetea
eoepevete? U

Zt aeeaa probable that even tkougb tttaae teo groups

oeoperate ta seleeting textbook* eoA detemtRiag tt»

ef etudy, atlU better reaulta eouia be obtetnefl if one

gra«p eere reai,jonaible for both Aitiee.

SvaluetiOB of I'extbooka to be tieleeted

The qnaation of haviag a eXaarljr fomilated aystaa of

evsluetlQg textbouka is ooe of ttie aost eoBtrovereiel

taenea in this entire etudy. In the flret i«rt of i«ble 15

tkia queeUon ia ooTsreA. "Za there e elearly fotmlated

SfBteai for evaluating textbooks in your eleMntary eekoola.

Junior hi^ eetaoole, end aanior hl^ aohoolaT* to thia

^Mation five statee replied in the effimatlTe for their



•Laamtaijr thoola ind tlm* In tn« afftnwtlTe fm- tlw

Junior aad mbImt high Mihools. To this aam qfuotion U
•t«tM npllod that thajr 414 aot liavo etoorly fa«anUt»«

«yat«M of •voloatiac toxto for Mm •J.WHntary aohools.

tkbla Ifi. Kvaluatlng «rat«a, poUtleal lafluoiMw, aa4
port of tooohor aaoooUtloao is aoXootlaa of
taztteoka for otato. sj^., Bl—antary atftoola;
g.^. , JUBlor BiHi ^t&^ 3«il«r Rl«b.

So yoo bam a olaarl^
foztwlatod ayatmt for
OTaluatlng texttoolCB?

Zn yoar oattawtlan
too your oTataa baaa
a "MUtloaX foot«

your atata
taaobara aaaootatloo
9lay any part In tlM
••laatlou of taxt-
teeta?

rtva tftn tlw aaita poply for tha Jttnlor hleb, and alx ra»

pllad itQoii for tna mbIot tdsb. noa qwattoD ««a not

•BaaoMA for alaaantaiy aateoXa In four atataa, Jmilor

hiefk aaiMol* tB 18, and aaalor hlgb MkooJji In 12. i^ln

lat ua kaap la alud titat baoauaa of tba nay ttaaaa thraa

iNaakaa of our aohoola «aro llatad on tha qiMatlonoalra,

It la poaaibla tliat tte ana t«i>ly for tha alawantaiy a«hoola

By hava baan lataaAaA to Inalnte tha othar two
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aaiwljr. Junior and aonlor high.

On* raasoB for tbe poor selactlon of textbooks in the

pset hes undoubtedly been the lack of Justifiable standards

for selsetlon. It is not easy to determine a basis for

selecting textbooks that seets our educational needs today.

Tbe particular method «e should uae is not to be found in

any one stats school system or in any one city school ays-

tcK, but if it is to be found at all, it eill be found

tbroagh scientific esq^riiientatimi and research. The

schools todey are beginning to appreciate the need for hav-

ing standards to evaluate subject matter and the aeleeting

procedure. Already a great deal has been done in this

field, but there still is much room for iMfraymmmX. There

is need for earrying out ezperimantation and research into

the field of textbook selection.

Us* of our teachers today have had training or instruc-

tion on the desirable procedures to be foUoMd in selecting

ohool books. This is probably one reason that there has

not been more Tigoroua protest egeinst the methods of selec

tion noe employed- If the teachers had realized in the paat

that the methods of eeleetli^ textbooks eere so inefficient,

th4r undoubtedly would not have accepted the aelectioiis in

soeh a complacent msnnsr.

Many of our aohools todey haira aet up certain stsndards



•bt«h am va*A In tba MlMtioa at t«eob«r*. T««etiera er«

fl*qBtMd to hBTe a mrtoin •Mmt of praUnliuixy tnioloc

•A a raaaoMbly^ Ush aalwlaatio stsnAlas. itey aast elao

kave zaaiAaA a aartaln as» aai hava fulflllad othar ra-

qnHwiuta. Tat tteaa aaaa aaboola do oot bava aet atan-

daMa of any aort tor taxtbooka, tita taaAar*a itoat

vaXuakia toela. Svan aoraa tnao thla, aotiaola Itata In

Inatanoaa aalaated a aartain tazt baaauaa of polltlool

pxaaaun bseacjttt an bjr ita tatfcaxs*

J» axiMHtatlva axanlaation of a taxt abonU 1m tm4m tgr •

a—tataat anaartttaa bafbx* It la adoptad. ^eoordlna

to aBaaaJll (19), rOf aalaotlon of taxtbooka by a hit*

aat>«laa aatted la no aoia In Una aith tha aalaatlfia

davalOBaant of adnaatioo than vould ba tha aisulpplng of aa

anqr altb atavoa, or looiOne at «t individual and atatlng

ahat riak ateuld ba aaauaad bj as laauttenao aoapaar*.*...

Tba aalaatioD of taxtbooka ia, of eooraa, not ao objaatlva,

b«t it 4o«a not Maan it la <utf tea* diaaatroaa.*

aax* a«rS«tta aaaalaation of a boM la not •maagjki

aaithar doaa a haaty aaaadaation giva mm aa aAaiiuata baalS"

tor aitbar aalaatloo or raJaetloa. To be aura, thara ara a

faa books that aay ba rajaatad on abort aanaHaration. Tbla

la tba axaaptlon ratbar tbm tba lula, boaavar. Haat books J

ara not partlouXarly dlatluctlva. Tbay are written to aaat



•Id* and Tsrylng im«As, hmI psrtiauXsr aspeots of the book

ar« aot appaTCat. A asraftil and lainuta awlwtlaa ia r««

Qttlyed, to wMh ••••*, to daolda aiiloli text wpteala—

•apQdlall; tba XargMit makav of tlM aaat iBpartant alco

MWta.

A ooapatant oocaaittoa lataatUiMtine taxtboolis vlU

ate • iMttar MlasUon if it iiu • daftBlta eulde. mu%

of tJia taztbeok ntta« A«vtM« Inalnda the folloslns

camni Itaaa: (1) aattteiilaa, (S) aoutant, (S) alte la uaa

of, (4) ^bliaatloB of book, aad (&) oaa of book. Lat a*

aonaldar first tlie aaolKiaiaal fiatusaa of tbe book.

Oaa of th* aost obvious faaturaa of anjr book ia ita

^PV«anaa«( *«tliar or not m lika tha look of tb* book.

It mtmUi ka Ttawd fiwa ma steadpelat of attnetivanaas

t» tka atudant «ho ia goiag to naa it. An attmetiTa ooivavj

a<Ua auefa to tba first iajraasioa. Alaa, tlw eorer ahoald

to or aabatantial aatarial ao that it aiU atanA abuaa.

The bindiag la of yartlatilar iaportiinaa in Tiaaine tba

durability of textbooks. Xb* aiae aad dbape of tbe book,

UMt ia, tba avfabar of paeee and tbe siae of tba page

B&osLd to eaaaidered. Uost books sen bsve a standard aiaa

•xeept tbe eaoempiqr «biob, beeauae of aapa, aa/ aead «»

to«isr than other textbooka. Tbe ianetb of tbe Xines snd

tbe else of MUgias amj aaks «ie book asre ettraetiTs to tbe



student. Vm p^f* tlM fewK Is ivlntaA npon adds to tte

raadtng bjrslcmi *t a book. Pspar ttet Is elostqr lAlX r»-

fleet too nook Uglit and aanae agra atnta.

da type uaed aboald ka aaitabla to tba gnde la alii«li|

Um text le to be used, the loaar gradaa aluiiild bare a

iMRBar type* of eooisa, bat it Aould aot be ezeasslTeljr

lawca avaa for tba younger paplls. Tfaa type alioald ba

dlatlnat end alaav, not too fliw nor too baavy. Lattara,

aoxds, liaam, w>d payacnplMi chovXd ba apaoad proiwrly to

aid tba user, to aaba the book attraetlve, asd to help

tain paptl lataraat*

tlM •aataat at the book la gtvaa tka fiMatest eonald>

•vettaB ^ ail aathorlties. rron 60 to VO par oaat of tka

total value of tba book la uausUy glvm over to eoataat*

Tka St. Loula, lUaaoarl, aity xatiag abaat for taztkaaks \

CBS) Xlata the foUoalne Itaais vatm aoatont: (1} |WY

of book devoted to Maadatd aitMlal of knoan valoe, 19,

(8) par aeat of book data

t

ad t« aa« aatartal eonalderad

VBlttablw, IS, (8) proportionate aaoimta of book allotted to

aaalgnaant of aork for tba varlooa Quartaxa It la daalffwd

to aavar, 10. U) iinallty of ataztal in taztbocA, inelad>

tag—alaiaaa» daaarlptlon, and aarratlea In eolorful

aatloa aords, adaptable to tbe eblld'e ezperlenee, aori

difficulty, oBd lUuBtratiTa aatorlal, SO par aaat. Uoat
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ether a«oM tfMflts strMM ttea« aaac tt«w vatm» a Uttl*

n» ftid* to tbs use of tiM t«xt sliovU to wnstdczvA

iB aalcattag • textbook, ttot is, aaati item* •• t«bX« of

•ootttBte, iiuUiz, blbUagmpiqr, notes, liviAlags* siaMeitee,

nmeetl tn> for etudy* an4 tUwrtmtlva asterlal. Sntf

tea«Mi« kaomi tbet tbee* devisee aM greatJly to the value

or e textbook. MMh of tbs wtiaa of tlM sostent aay be last

ttttboat then, fbeaa aUs sbosM ko <tf a«rti a aatore ttat

tte etuAent Mrjr raadiljr ia«eretaa« a«a be able to use tbaa*

Tlie group of etaaderCe taken up onOer pab.Xie«tl(» Mqr

be clvec toe Meh atrees by eoate aelaettnc srospe. Mevar»

tbeless. It la tapertent and anet be oonsidered. Tbe

•utbor of the textbook and hia veputstion ahould hsTO aeaa

keartas «*aa tbe eeleetloo. The fbet tbat the author te a

ptsBlasat Mn, boMTor, does not aean tbat bs eon «rlta a

good textbook for use in oar seboola.

there era etbar posalbUUles la eoaneation eltb tb»

author*s aaae ttet is printed ea tba book. Henry {16}

tbe folXoeine stataaeBt in regard to tts sntborahlp of

textbooks: "Very oftea a veil edvertlsed UBlversity pro-

fessor polltieisB alxi allow bis naaa to go oe a book ae a

joint author idien he baa set dotia one hour of aeik •& tfea

ether tuta to read it over. ••« .Ofton ooUage



Brofesaors hava bean known to boast that thay simply allowed

thalr namaa to go on th« books though they hsTo bad nothing

to do alth then."

The publisher's reputetlon may be given some eonsldera-

tloo in choosing a book. The title may bBTo considerable

effaat on the first impxeaaioQ cme baa of a book. The date

of copyright nay not be so important if no changes bare

1»k«i place in the field tha text oorers.

Ballon (1) aakas this oomment: "The ftaet is tbat a

freab eopyrigbt date nay jnroparly be regarded by a selection

eoHBlttea aa an itam in faTor of e giTen textbook, only pro-

vided the subject Batter in ahieh Important advances hsTa

been aada recently, and only provided tha book incorporate*

theaa advanoea aithoat exhibiting inferiority to older cob-

pating booka in other respects. To auppoae a book must be

batter than other booka solely because it is hot off tka

press ia Just nmaaaaa.*

Itoat aaauredly the item of uae ahould enter into tba

aeleetion of textbooks, that is, the grade level and the

adaptability to the course of study. A good textbook may

aat aoU oppoaitim from tei^chera if it cannot be eaaily

used aith the oouraa of atudy. Whatbar the book ia to be

uaad as a basic text, aa reference materiel, aa a supple-

antary text, or aa a teacbara* manual is, of couraa, aa



I
iayortant eonslderstion to kaop In mind in seleeting text-

books.

Seore Cards and Score Sheets for Textbooks

Zd considering a score card or score sheet for text-

books, the question arises: Is It desirable to arrange the

list of standardized Itecm on a card, to systeaetlze them,

to assign numerical TSluas to them, to shoe relative lupor-

tanae, and thus to create a score card?

Apparently those who heve used cards favor them elth

qualifications. Whipple (S4) qualified the use of score

eerds in this eay, "The seore card helps to keep before you

the points to be observed; it enables you to compare your

JiHlgBante with those of another person and perhaps thus to

eorreet the neanlng thet each is attaching to criteria. On

the other hand the score card siey give an appearance of

exactitude where exactitude Is not present or not possible

or not wanted, i^ln, the scorers Bay not agree at all on

the eelghlng of dlfferont Itei&s. ^aln, the acore cerd may

not be flexible enough to balance off credits and debits as

the scorer eould like to do. I think on the ehole I eoold

favor a simple sooxe eard."

It Is entirely possible that the score cards thea^

selves may be pat out by eooe publiabars alio have aona trap

on the score cerd to eatoh a competitor's nares. The
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Ccanmittee on Zdueation (U) statea:

"The uee of a eoor* card for the evaluation of tozt-

boo!c8 has oertalB obvloua advautagea in direoting attention

systeisatleelly to varloaa items that should reoelva con-

sideration. On the other hand, seeiiiine numerleal precision

nay be mlaleading, in that the qualitatiTe nhole ia Beldaa

to be measured hy the aau of the parts, ooore cards de-

vised in terns of a particular book ahould not be used in

the selection of textbooks." The fact that It is diffieiat

to BMaure content, aaylng that it siiould be 45 per cent of

the total value of one book and 56 per cent of the total

value of another is an opinion at the beat*

a«M Miys of getting around tlie weaknesses of score

cards have been devised which stay make these oaxds i!K>re

helpful. One osthod is by comparing the scores of the cards

for the books under <K)nsideration, and if any one Itera ia

omitted, the book is dropped from tiie list. For example, if

the total score of one book is higher than the scores for

the others and that one book has been given no points at

all under Beehanles, then that book aiiould be rejected.

Another variation of the same plan la to have all the In-

dividual iteaa awaare up to a certain per cent of the

total points slloaod for eeeb particular item. That la.



if tlM a—mamrr per oent ««r« to b« ««t at 60, aa4 ob ttM

oore mrd BOO potats ailoMd for publlout ion, tbma M«h

feMii aiMt saoTC 120 points on publloutlon or b« rsJastoA.

jcltlt«r of tluMO two amthatB amy ^ of aoo* VBlua, tet tboy

till tsnd to •••ura tb« toxta «ltli an •aaotnaaa tbat Is

dlffloult to attain.

PxolMkkljr a oBoA aolutloo to thia aiatter aould b« to

ttM a al^pllflad fom of aeore aaitf and uaa It aa a golAa

xmtimx than aa a posltlva ataadard for avaluation. It

•««aa advlaabla to Itat t«o saora earda of aldaly vaxylas

aatura ao tba raadar aay gat aaaa Idaa of tha diffarauaa

bataaan tha aaore aiiaata In uaa. Lat ua look flrat at oaa

fAth • faa mjor polnta, a alapla and briaf card llatad bgr

Orevaa (lej.

a) faator of Intaraat. BOO
b) faotor of aoMprabanalOB 250
0) pazHBiiant •thoda of atudy £00
dj pannaaat valua of eontant 2&0
(a) aaotentoel oonatruetloo 100

la oontrsat to thla lat ua ooa look at e aora datallad

aaora abaat aa pr«r«rad by fiurr (S).

I. Ganarai or oooatant faatora 300
A. iUitborahlp and t*o«'*l aonsldazetlona.....lSO

1* Autbor*a aobolazablp In thla spaolal
anbjaat.

2. ^tlMr*a faaailarity vltb aeiantlfla
Isvaatlgatlcma.

(a) In this pertiouXer aubjaat
flald.



(k) Xa rM41a« («Moh Is iDTolvai
In aU tezta). ,^m

(o) Xa word liats («hleh «r« in- ^^H
TolTad In eU tezta). ^H

(4) In teehni^ue of textbook eoa- ^^H
struetlon. ^^^M

s. Aatbor's elasarooa exyerlenee. ^^^B
4. la «M text In the languaee asA ^^H

atyXe beat aulted for pupils atvo '^^M
lU WM it? ^^H

S. la tbe eopjrrleht date a reeest one? ^^^1
6. Does ttila text eorrelate poaltlvely ^^^M

«ttt> oar c«MZ«x stiiool obJ«otlT«a? ^^M
jft« jNonr

1. Appearaaee and oelor of blndiog, >^^
iaeludine aotsr desltfs. |^H

E. Durability of bladlas. ^^H
S. ,,uallty, flnlab. aad eolor of paper. ^H
4. Size, oleamesa, and attrestiraaeaa ^^M

of type. ^^H
S. Size, oleameaa, and attreetlTeiieas ^^H

•f page. j^B
4. Attreetireneas, approprlateneaa, «« ^^M

aeefulneaa of lUuatrations. ^^M
V. A««nras7 and uaefulneas of diagraaa, -^^M

Mwrta, or aape. ^^M
e. Pepwdabiltty and uaablllty. ^^H
9. naedoa from errors. S^^M

n. yaotors ahleb yxj eitb tbe aituatioa.. VOO^^H
A. Subject matter and taehnlqua 480 4^^

X. seleetion of subjeet astter ISO m
(a) aolentifle gradlne of

aaterlal. .j^M
(k) AdaptabiUty of nterlaX to W^M

•lass needa. ^^^H
(e) AtepttbtUty of aaterlal to ^H

eaaaaalty aeeda. ^^|
d) ReletlTs velne of aaterlal. ^^M
e) Variety of preetieal appliaa- ^H

tloD to life aituatlees. ^H
(f } Abondanoe and gtadlng of .^^M

Material to aaet li^lvldaal ^^M
aad group abillUea aad aeada. ^H

(c) Saffleleney of detail la pre- i^^M
amUag Baterlal. ^H

B.i Ovgoaiaatlon and preaentatlon of ^BH
subjeet aattar....*. .ISO

(a) Adaptable to au aetivitlea ^jl



program.
(b) Psychological sequence

•

(c) Possibility of omissions,
Nltbout destroying aequance.
Degree of erapbAsls on topics.
Flen for problem solution.
Liystematlc development of
reasoning po«er.

(g) Distribution, amount, and
balanae of drill.
7erlety and effectlrenes* of
diagnostic tasting.

9. Technique.

(4)

It)

(b)

.ISO
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

B.

Attractive to tcacber and
pupil.
Becognlze present day
peyehology.
Provlalon for meeting
individual differences,
natural life eituatlona ftor

motivation,
(e} Use of gatoes, play, and

projects.
Tesebiag helps and olds to instruction. ...2S0

1. A preface of InfoimBtion for the
teaebsr.

a. T«a«b«r*s manual or guide book.
/AAequaoy of table of eontenta.
Adequeoy of Index.
Adequacy of glossary.
Adequacy of appendices,
adequacy of illuatratlons and
charts or maps.
Effectiveness end appeal of lllua-
txationa.
SOHaarlea and reviews.

10. Study balpe for pupils.
IX, BoXBB for tests.

Kosns zaeognise ability grouping.
Suitable and adequate accoapanylng
forms.

III. Total possible valuation 1,000

4.
5.
6.
7.

6.

».

IS.
13.



:MXitioa end Textbook Adoption

MMh hM iMiD said atwt the ];>olltiot«l infliMnoe «Bt«r-

ing Into tha aeleotioa of tsxtbook*. In feat, K>at of tiM

artloiaa aad lK>oks arittan on this aubjaot iaply aoaa pollt-

iaal aonnaation or aooa "daplorabla polltlosi baeklne" of

aartatu book or a Mztaln group. Boaarar, thara la Tazr^

littla aald about tha aatuaX political situatlona that an
to ba found in oltlaa and statae. alia vrltar is not tryiac

to dany auob polltloaX altuatlone and iufluanea, far ba It

froa hlB to do tbat. xba politloei i»reaaura brought to

bear upcm aiaan groupa aalaatltis textbooks la a dlagraaa to

tla aoolaty. lolltioal pzaaaora la undoubtedly tha

tor Many inferior books baliig plaoed upon adopted

llata.

Id the repllaa to the qaeatlon, "In your aatluatloo

baa your aystaa of adopting taxtbooka bean a *pelltleal

ftootbalX'7" fav oltlaa or ststaa Indleata that their syste

hare bean auoh (l>ebla 16J. i'ao atataa xaported that their

ayataaa asre, end 14 atataa that tbalra aara not polltloal

footbella. Aa Indloatad In i«bla 16, only one elty replied

that ita ayatoat aaa a polltlaal football, vhlla 11 raporta

thair ayataaa «ara not. M mmX re—her that thaaa

repllaa are only oplnlona of thoaa reporting. Tha reader

ay aofider If polltloal iveeaura may not have bean tbm



1
SI

raason for these answers.

Table 16. Svaluetlng aystem, political influence, and
part of teacher aseoclatione in seleetlon of
tezthoaks for cities. &!., Jlaasntarjr schools;
£. n. , Junior High; £. WT, Senior High.

v^uestion Tea So Kot
Answered

Da you have a sleerly H. 5 5 S
ftMBoXeted syateiB for ^.H. 5 5 S
Adopting teztbooka? ^.H.. 5 5 5

Zn your eatlnetion
Iwa your system been
a "Political footb8U".V 1 11 9

Does your state
teachers association
play any pert in the
selection of textbooks? 12 3

7he State Teachers Association and Textbook Selection

The state teachers assoeietlon aa an organization

apparently does not play iBue)i of a pert in the selection of

textbooks. Ho state or city reported its teechera aiesela-

tlon as playing any part in this natter. This is in<^l<%ted

In Table IS for states and Table 16 for cities. The

teachers in nost atates and eities play an inportent pert In

the selection of textbooke, and undoubtedly aeay of these

teachers ere meabers of the state teachers association.

This, of course, la an indirect nsnner of participation and

does not speak for the state teachers association aa an



•iU8«st«d prooedureB for tb« Tsztteok SvlactlBg BoAjr

L«t us leoK further into soaa •pseiflc pmotlMs aad

•etual prooe&uraB in use today In sslootlng textbooks for

sdoptlon. TUsrs am a mssbsr of oethods la surrent us*,

fietably sXl of tb8.i osa b« sXasslflsd In th« thrsa follow-

ing typaai (1) saleotlon by no daflnite caatiiod of procs-

<nfa; (B) asleatlon baaad 0:1 individual study b|r seaa of

tba minftnirT of tha eonnittaa or saloettng groav; (S) aalaa-

tta» taaad vpoa proeaduras oatlload by tba ooamlaalon or

aalaotlng group.

Lat us first Bota tba matbod in vhiob no daflnlta pro-

•atera is foUomd. This asthod ahiab aeww to ba a hit-

aad-alaa affair at bast, as carried on in one stata, la

aoaavbat as folloaas The textbook eoMalaaion naata aa a

ahola to hear the reports of pubXlahara* repreaentatlvaa,

anA aalaats the taxta ahleh mst folios tha atata eouraa of

study. Osa sen readily see that the adoption of a text In

thla aannar la likely to be on the baais of tha beat

aalaaasnshlp rethar then en the swrits of the book, other

proeedures foUovad by saleeting groupa using thla aaaa

athod are soaoakat slallar in nature. Hone of thaai era

baaad on any sound or soisntlflo piaetloa*

Zn the sedond asthod of prooedura listed above, selee-



tion is baaed on IndlTldtial Btaiy by son* of the aaalwn of

tlM ooBodltta* or soloetlns ezoup* Certain somlMira of tbe

•oaataslia or the eoMnlttee natlwra apead «Mks or eves

aoBtba before tlio ournmt textbook contreet expiree, ema(ta»

lag the booka. still otlieve laake no ata4y at all. Xb

eraloating booka aoae MMter* naka persooal Isapeetlona,

while othera aeeore the evaluation of aehool offioiola. la

sueh a eaae aa thia, a oity auperintendent aay eak the

adTioe of elemntary aehool teaehera, or the atate aaparla-

teBde&t nay aak for the Judjpnent of hia staff. Thia aaeood

type ia uaed in a la^a nwther of tha state sshool ayataas.

Mule aeaa polltieal isflueaee aay enter into thia nathod of

adoption, it ia not oa liHely to do so as In the first pro>

••teM SBtlooed. It is quite obrioua that the iatellieaati

aeleetion in tbla eaae depeads upon the nature of the asMaa

iaatioD given by the advisomt.

la the third aathod, the seloetion is baaed vpoB fvo*

•edurea outlined by the eooBtaaioa or aeleating group. Th*

atudiea oadartakan Inolude aueh atepa aa axanialng publiah-

er*a briefa, analysing texta (by seore eard aathod or by

alBllar procedure), determining the Judgnant of aehool

offioiola, trying out texta in the elasaroom, or evaluatlag

thea in the light of the oanrae of study. iThen thia aathod

1* naad, eoaalttaea are aoowtiaea appointed to adopt the



textbooks.

Amerdlne to J«BMa (13) tte coiauittecs ehoald De

up of 8pproaclBat«ly the foUonlng ooiuitltu«nt»: 50 p«r

t«*«lwn, *8 P«T eent prineipela. IS V 9mat sapsrrleore,

•ad ton por wnt uport»t«n««at*s etoff. It la obTioua

tbat tboao somittem aesaot be (Uvlted MMtXy Into tluw*

pcrswtocM, tat thlo g«n«r>x IdoQ Miy be ef eoae valiw la

•ppelntlas the ooanttteas. Tbeee •aMltteea aak gronpa sf

te«el»» to aoore the boolta »a& to report the resulta. t*»|

eMulnal eeoBittee tban Ewkas tte wo—

e

ndatlona to tbe

a«optlne body w ttaa beais of ttie fladtasa 9f the gx«mp« ei

teeebera.

In thla enae the orltorla for evelnattoe the textl

My be aet up either by the eppolntod eoonlttee or the

gaoap of toBOhora oasalnlnB the textbooks. In all proba-

bility thla natbod haa sure of the soientlfle approeoh to

aeleotlae the textbo<dca than either of the other aethote

Mntlooed aboTe, aumiWt aeleetlon bas«4 on bo definite

ettaed of prooedurs, and aeleetlon baaed upon atudy by

of the coBBiasion or aeleetiog cnmpe*



fM UMRift

X. Ttaa Xtuwaa Gtata SoMtf of XAMatlan uaaM tte ne<-

Tisloos of 8«Mt« BiU HO. MH (81) ahould sppoiat Mp»Mt«|

•oBBtttsas to ••Xaot t«xtboolc« for «««h subjest for tlM

•laawtkry ••tools* tto Junior M.gb sohools* ond the Mutor

talfljk •^oola of th« stat*. conultteee sboald to appotatwt

to aola^t tb« toxtbooks for pselflo oubjoets la th«M

Osvortaantss s««dli>«, spoUlng, «um1 wrltlne; uritbsMtl*;

•aoial stuAlos; laueMgm; •oicuoo; oawlo eud art for tto

•loMBtary •oboola. saiiarata ooouittoaa ahould to appolntad

to aoleat taztbooks for junior lil«b aohool aubjaota, aaaaly,

Sasliab, apoZling, and •rittne; aattoaatloa; soolel bo1«

tnmtTtl-' aubja«ta; aolanaa; ualo and art. Soparata

•sKMitto^a ahonld also be appolutad to aalaet taztbooka fOr

tto foUoalng aatitor bigb aabooX fialda: XagUab; ae«lal

a«i«o««t aatbanatloa; aalanaas foralgn Xangttaga ; •onHVWi

toaa aaotttaitoai laduatrlai. «rta; and fins arta.

8. Xb aoatlm tbraa of SwMto Kill Bo. 8fiS (81) m
flad ttot, "All taxtboolu adopted by tto atata board of

•duaation atoll be aalaatad from the liata of taxta reaos-

aadad to aald board of education by a textbook advlararjr

•OMBlttea or coaKlttaaa. Sueh adTlaoty aoBBlttae or oob*

aittaaa atoll to toalcnatad t>f aald board of oduaation and

• aajorlty of wtuM atoll to aupervlaora, prlnelpala.



a«9«rlntend«Bts er toaalMra In the hi^ and •IwHntarjr

a^aols, or pubXla sohoola of grsdas ana to taelTe laeiu-

siva: Provided, tbat the total nanbarahlp of said ttdvia

eoaiattaa ab»Xl not b« la axMsa of nliM, and aaid

eliall ba «o saleated aa to rapreaaot all typaa of aekoola

ia lUali tlia books so to ba adoptad ara to Im uaad."

Hm paMOBS foiuulatioe this lau latoiidad tlst:

• Tka aoHDlttaa sboold ba eonpoaad of t«o cXsssmi

of aaBbara
(a) tidueators aotually aoricixtg la all of the

various typas of public schools In ahlah

ttia tsxts adoptad ara to ba uaad.

(b) LayOBU,

II. ¥lia aavarsl eoiamltt«aa sboold do a langa park

of tha actual studying; on the taxts thaaaalTea

nthar tttan dalaflstlog tba roaponelblllty to

fellow taeehara and odsilalstrators. rhm mm^^

bars of tbe cooalttea nay ask the Oiiinlon of

othara, but thoy ehould do ths aajor part of

tta «srk tlMBMlvas.

nia bill as It aaa pusad orifilnslly by the satMite

spaolflad that tha ooaaattaaa should ba aoaposad of a

ajorlty of Isyaan. This fast Is not gaaarally knoan, bat

it shows tha Oi>lnlon of aoma of oar laglslators on tlia

attar. It would be sail for tha atata board of adaasUoa



to give oonsideretiou to this yoint ot vlw ta

eppolatnwDts to th« edvlsory ecoulttee.

Itm gvottps of eduoetors to be raprsseuted qd thee*

«anBltt«es are: (X) zuxvl district scaooXs; (£) •lanaatizify

•Aoola fron first, s*oo&d. and third uXeea cities;

(S) zuml hlcb a^iools; (4) junior m>d sanior high usboola

of first, iMOonAt "od third oless oltirjs; (5) ooBBunltir

high sobools. Th»0« ooROittAes should eleo inelud*

suparlBtsndsBte, supsrvieors, prliiotpela, and coosty supaT>

Intradents. Th*r« should hs e minority of oapahls IsyMB

<» thss* eoBMlttAM. Umi Isinan should b« shossn on «n

•ksolutoly son-partisan tasls.

3. In so far as posslbls the ehalinen of esah c(»-'

tttes should hBTs s«md aa tha •oaa MSBlttss or on •

slBllsr MOBittoe for Baking previous sslectioas.

4* tlM stats hoard of sdusatl^ should exsrolse the

utHost eare in 8<sleeting tha advisory ooanlttses irttleh aru

to recoaasnd textbooks to the state tooerA for adoption.

These couaalttees should be chosen froa a list of edueaton

on file in tha office of the textbook secrstsry of ths

board of eduoatlMi. This list ^tould b« oomtUod by send-

log tuaationnalre to each city auperlDtandent, county

superintendent, rurel high school principal, and ooominlty

high aebool prlnelpsl. I'hls questlonaalrs should request



tto HP«nntend«nt« and prinoliwla to Hat tlM mm tM«lMur

tn tlwlr aystaaa vbo la b«at qualified to help aalaot tba

taxta ahieh are to ba adopted aithln tao jraara foXloaiae

the olrculatlon of the quaatlonnalra. A blank aalllag tor

datallad Infoxeiatlon aboat aaah paraoa aa raoaonanAad

•haold be prapanA by tba atata board and plaaaA la tha

flXa of tlia paraoa raaelTlag ttia wanwondatlona. Itea

bearC abovld attempt to belaaaa the aelaetion of ooGnltteaa'

rroB tba flrat, aaeoB«« aad third oXaaa elty aehoola;

•aaamltr blah aahoola; rural high aehoola eod rural dla-

trlota; oounty auparlntendenta; and Ibjimhi*

B. tlM aoanlttaa aaAara should be appointed eitd In-

foraad of their appolntaant XZ onatha In advanoe of the

data of aeleetlon of tba teztbooka they are to ebooaa.

S. The atata board of edueatlon ahould oalca up a

definite sohedule of texta to be adopted. Thla auat ooap

•Itb aenete Bill No. B68 (£1) in that one-fifth of the

total vaina of all taxtbooka are to be adopted aooh year.

At tba praaant tlae booka ahoold be adopted aaah year ableh,

have a total value of approxlMtely $300,000.00.

V. «ka eoHBltteea appointed ahould be free to aat up

their oan rulea for aeleetlng texta* but the atata board

ahould aaoourage the uae of aooa definite procedure. The

aooBltteoa aboald uae a aoore eard or aamre atoaet ae •



•iMMk liat in Mlectine Iioolw, but la no obm ahcmld tlw

MlMtlon of texts be based entirely on noaerloel totals of

tbe soore eerd or aoore sheet uaed.

8. r.eDate Bill No. MB (SI) proTidaa that the taxtbo^

seexetary to the state board of edaeetion shell infom by

letter all imbUahsrs editing the texts to be adopted of the

books to be seleeted aeren aoBths bsfore the date of explrs'-

tion of the existing eontreets elth full detella oseesaary

for Intellleent bidding.

9. the state board of edueetion ehoold adopt a aultiple

list of boolis for uae in the Junior and aenlor hl^^ sohoola

of the atate; aald nwltiple list should Inolude not feMr

than three nor aore than five teztbooka. Any aobool dia-

triot or any aohool adopting one book for uae In ita sohool

^t«a ahottld eontlnue to uae that book for the entire

edoption period. The adoption of the nnltlple Hat of

textbooka Is not praetioal for books printed by the atate

printing plant, but it la a goal to eorij toeard.

10. The eoUegea in the atate of xanaee should plsea

greater eai^sls (» the epproved asthods snd standarda for

aeleeting textbooks in their oourees In eduoation.



COHCLOSIOKS

1. The state Is sot a desirable unit tor adoption of

textbooks. A smaller unit, preferably ttae ouperrlsory

unit l8 tbe best.

8. Sbere state-adopted taxtbooics ere used, a aultlple

list should be selected. This is especially Important for

the seooDdsry schools.

3. Id the school systeais of today the selection of

textbooks is eeeond only in importance to the selection of

teasers.

4. The agency or ei^oup nhloh selects the textbooks

shoald be sade up of capable and representative educators.

This group should Include teachers miko are actively engaged

In teaching in the particular field in nhlch the textbook

la to be used.

5. If the teactbooks are adopted by the state board ot

education, this group should base the adoption largely upoa

the recoBmendatione of eepeclslly appointed cocaulttees.

The eooDBlttees aill be aost efficient if they have froa

thzee to seven iaeznbers.

6. Some of the larger cities have better methods of

selecting textbooks than have many states.

7. The term of adoption fbr e textbook should usually

be five years, but this period should be sufficiently



books should, adopt a policy to protect thei^iselves and their

actions against selfish Interssts and unjust criticism.
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ARODZX ^^^^^1
;iwstionnalr« ^^1

X. 00 you iuiTa ttBtc-adoptad textbooks for jrour pubXl« ^^H
•abools? ^^H
Uaamtan Sebool Tm Mo senior aifOi To* ^ J^^l
JToDlor Rleb Tae Ho ^^^^B

s. If you iaT« stata-cdoptod textbooka, are aoTaral. ehoaon ^^^H
•bA la tte aotual aalsotlon left up to the individual ^^H
Mbool? M
UoMBtenr Sehool Tea Ho Senior ElKb J9a Ho m
Junior High 1*b Ho

3. iixe the public sohools in all eoonunltles required to ^^H
uae theee atete^adoijtod texta? ^^H
XXoaantanr sehool Tea Ho nenlor HlRb Taa ^,ii^^^|
junior High Tea Ko ^^^1

4.

S.

6.

7.

Wbat la the egeney or fcroup called that aeXeota the WKM
tate textbooks for: ^'
XXaMntsnr sehool?
Junior HlKh?
senior Hlsh?

Of ehooi la the above ageney or group ooavoaed for the
aeleetlon of teztboolca for
Zleaaatanr school?
junior HliOi?
senior Hlffh?

aoe do the awaibeni of the above group get their poaltlona
for aoXaotlng textbooka for
Sleisentaxr sehool?
junior aiiOi?
Senior Hlnh?

la there, required by lee, en 6idTlsory body to the boar*^^|
i^oh adepts the texta for ^
XleMBtary 3ohool? Tea Mo Senior High? Tea ffo M
Junior HlKh? Tes bo ;^M|

e. Boe la the advisory body aeleeted? "^^^
Slsasntanr school
Junior ai«h"



•n tlM Xagol QuaUfleatlons of tli«

•ATlsoiry kPAjr for
ai—nf«y StiioolY ,

Amlor Btcbt
swlor aiiS»?

Iwn of th»

10.

u.

iibat i>o««rs does ttia advisory bod? poaMsa as to t«xt<
book aaleatloB (Or
KlaMotazy seliool ? , „ ,

Junior lU^v _______________________________
Mnlor 01^17

„ ., ,

>-___

HMt la Um langth of t«ia for «iioh books ara adoptad?
llWBtary School ,__,__._._.,._____________>__________
J^unlor Blcil __»__________
Saulor Bt^ _.__._______-___________---«--_____

18. Hoa loa« bavei you bad your prasent ayatom of salaetiac
taxtbooka for
Kloaantaiy sohool?
Junior Ui(^7

,
,

-

Sanlor aiib? __«>___ -

,,, , ,

IS. If you do Bot bava stata-adoptad taxta ttoa, did yo«
over bave tbea for
^aanantary acbooiv THa Mo Saaior RtfihT Hie___Ite_
Junior B1^7 Te8_

a Bo
«Z5«>

14. If you did bava a aysten of etsta adoption, «by aaa It
dlaoontlauad and wboa?
Slaaantary SabooX ___________________________
Jtolor Hlgb
Ssnlor axgck _______________-_»_____-_-_—__

19* 00 you oenaldar yow praaant ayatMi adaqosta?
Klaaantary sobool Tea ,

a> saaior Hltfi T«»_^o_^
Janlor El^ Taa Ho

It. Mm, or abat body, baa tha outborlty for datamlnln«
tba amiraa of study for
Zlaantary sebool.'
JttUor Bilk?
Bmtinr B1^7 __________________—____«___



If. J» thlB group (la 10} tiM «mm ttn om vfaleti selMta
t)M taxtkooka?
Xleawatary seliool _,_,________.__.,.__._.______-__-—
Mitor Blgb .

u. If tkla la not tha aaM gsroup (In 1«), *> tha tao

aaparata group* aoopatata thoroushly In ohrrylng out

thair aozkt
XlaMaMijr school ,,„.,_,_._,...,_.,.,..___,__.,,...__«_____«_.
Jtalar ai^ ««._«,.,...._«_._-__-__-__---------—.

19. la tbara aay alaerljr fonmiatad ajratas of avaloatlBC
tlw taztboolui aalaotad for
81«aaatary sabool? »»a

„ go 9anlojr Blckv »«L-Ji»_-

M. la your aaUawtion baa tbta ayatan kaaa a "poUtloal
footbaU"? Taa »o___

tl. Ooaa yosr oicatilaad atsta taatiiara aaaoolation play

any part la tha aalaatloa of tazttxxriu? Taa..., Wo..^

X.£. Z aitsll appraelata having ooplaa of any raporta

or othar prlntaA or dupllaatadi aatarlala baarlng on

tiM gaaaxal aubjaot of taxtbo^ ateptloa.

Hm rtrat f^mr (^uaatlooa aa aaalaad for Cltia*

1. Oo yoo Jwaa atata-a«opta« taztttoeka for yoar pufella

aalKwla?
SlaMotary scflioola Taa He , sanlor Hl|^ ••__jte_^
Jtelov saifft Taa|__j8___

8* 00 y«a IWTe taxtbooka for uaa tlurotChout ymr oltyf

a. If you haaa elty-«4«t«d taxtbooka, ara aaaaMl aboaara
|

and la tha aatual aalaatloa laft up to ttw ladlTldml
aolioal?
Blaaaataxy Sahool Taa l»o__ sanlor High Ta8__Jfo__
.fanlOT atch Taa3I>a



Jk*9 aij. ttM publls twliools la tiM etty rc^irad to om
thM« texts?

italor HScti Tml
Swtlor Btgb T—

,
Ho


