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I t  is easier for users to say that they frequent a park because they l ike the greenery than to say instead, that a 

park offers opportuni t ies to meet or watch other people (Marcus, 1998). One of the main reasons people vis i t 

parks is to engage in both overt and covert social interact ion (Gehl, 2010).Many people desire the opportuni ty to 

interact with others as a means of ful f i l l ing their social wel l-being, but i t  is often unattainable in a civ ic space due 

to the lack of act iv i t ies that promote social interact ion. 

The lack of act iv i t ies is specif ical ly relevant in and around Washington Square Park, pr imari ly due to a ser ies of 

physical and social di lemmas the si te faces. Washington Square Park is an underused civ ic space that has the 

potent ia l  to establ ish i tsel f  as a social c iv ic anchor for downtown Kansas City, Missour i. Developing Washington 

Square Park into a civ ic space that promotes social interact ion wi l l  achieve this potent ia l . I t  wi l l  a lso help to br idge 

the gap between the current physical and social di lemmas that hinder the space.

Through a process of l i terature review, precedent studies, and si te analysis, project goals were establ ished. To 

achieve these goals a set of design intervent ions were formed to address the physical and social di lemmas in and 

around the si te. These interact ions wi l l  then inform a f inal design for Washington Square Park that promotes a 

healthier l i festy le through social interact ion for the users of the si te.
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I t  is easier for users to say that they frequent a 

park because they l ike the greenery than to say 

instead, that a park offers opportuni t ies to meet 

or watch other people (Marcus, 1998).One of 

the main reasons people vis i t  parks is to engage 

in both overt and covert social interact ion 

(Gehl, 2010).  Many people desire the 

opportuni ty to interact with others as a means 

of ful f i l l ing their social wel l-being, but i t  is often 

unattainable in a civ ic space due to the lack of 

act iv i t ies that promote social interact ion. 

The lack of activities is specifically relevant in and 

around Washington Square Park, primarily due to 

a series of physical and social dilemmas the site 

faces. Washington Square Park is an underused 

civic space that has the potential to establish itself 

as a social civic anchor for downtown Kansas City, 

Missouri. Developing Washington Square Park into 

a civic space that promotes social interaction will 

help to achieve this potential. It will also help to 

bridge the gap with the current physical and social 

dilemmas that hinder the space.

ABSRACT

Through a process of l i terature review, 

precedent studies, and si te analysis, project 

goals were establ ished. To achieve these goals 

a set of design intervent ions were formed to 

address the physical and social di lemmas in 

and around the si te. These interact ions wi l l  then 

inform a f inal design for Washington Square Park 

that promotes a healthier l i festy le through social 

interact ion for the users of the si te.
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This chapter starts with the driving forces that shape 

this project. My personal interest and project goals are 

expanded upon to connect my interests to this design. 

Next, the dilemma and thesis and explained. Lastly, 

the chapter addresses the design process.  
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Kansas State have embarked on a year long 

study of  Washington Square Park and i ts 

surrounding context . Th is s tudy prov ides 

a broader contextua l iza t ion of  the pro ject 

inc lud ing ongoing p lanning and urban 

redevelopment in i t ia t ives in the Kansas Ci ty 

area.

This pro ject  is  a lso in tegrated in to the work 

of  the Civ ic Space and Urban Development 

Masters group f rom Kansas State Univers i ty 

(H.E.R.D). The group is composed of  f ive 

s tudents f rom landscape arch i tecture and 

p lanning backgrounds that  are each work ing on 

ind iv idua l  Master ’s pro jects and repor ts. Each 

of  the f ive group members have focused the i r 

work on d i f ferent  research top ics that  are s i te 

speci f ic  to Washington Square Park in Kansas 

Ci ty, Missour i . Once these documents have met 

the requi rements for  Kansas State ’s Col lege of 

Arch i tecture P lanning and Des ign, the Master ’s 

pro jects and repor ts wi l l  be shared as 

PROJECT OVERVIEW
Driving Forces

“Wi th i ts  pr ime urban locat ion, Washington 

Square Park has the potent ia l  to t ransform 

into a gather ing p lace and c iv ic hub, ser v ing 

Crown Center, the surrounding of f ice bu i ld ings, 

the Crossroads Dis t r ic t , as wel l  as the broader 

communi ty. The des ign for  Washington Square 

Park should re in force i ts  re la t ionsh ip wi th in 

the Park & Boulevard System as a dest inat ion 

and compl iment p lans for  Grand Boulevard 

and Persh ing Road. The park should a lso be 

a dynamic p lace that  welcomes people of  a l l 

ages and of  a l l  ab i l i t ies for  both everyday use 

and for  specia l  events. Areas for  recreat ion 

and connect ions to mul t i -modal  t ranspor ta t ion 

should a lso be accommodated.” (Parks and 

Recreat ion Depar tment, 2013). Th is is  the 

pr imary goal  for  the Parks and Recreat ion 

Depar tment of  Kansas Ci ty for  Washington 

Square Park. In par tnersh ip wi th the Kansas 

Ci ty Des ign Center (KCDC), the Civ ic Space in 

Urban Development group and the Res i l ience 

Theory and Urban Development groups f rom
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suppor t ing resources wi th s takeholders and 

des ign consul tants for  any future des igns of 

the s i te. My in tent  for  th is  Master ’s pro ject  is 

to create a resource that  he lps to estab l ish and 

promote soc ia l  in teract ion wi th in Washington 

Square Park. The s i te ’s un ique locat ion, 

nest led between h igh ly act ive d is t r ic ts (Crown 

Center and Crossroads), can potent ia l ly  a t t ract 

many types of  users to the s i te in addi t ion to 

increas ing act iv i ty  in the area.  

Pershing Rd

E 22nd St

G
ra

nd
 B

lv
d

M
ai

n 
St

E 20th St
W 20th St

FIGURE 1.1 | Design Proposal for Washington Square Park (by Author)
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Personal Interest

My personal interest for this Masters project 

and report stems from a deeper interest in the 

social aspects of design. Creat ing spaces that 

invi te users to foster relat ionships with one 

another because of the design and programming 

of a s i te is a very special gi f t  that landscape 

archi tects have. The social interact ion fostered 

within these spaces works as a “dr iver to the 

engine of human’s wel l-being” (Berglund 2013).

As humans, we str ive to improve our wel l-being, 

which for most people means their physical, 

mental, and community health. In our growing 

f ie ld, many researchers are discover ing new and 

insightful ways that we can improve our way of 

l i fe. As humans we have developed the not ion 

that, “nature is good for us” (ASLA, 2013). 

Evidence-based design strategies that bui ld on 

increasing social interact ion in publ ic

spaces can expose people to a healthier 

l i festy le, and become a cr i t ical planning strategy 

for urban areas. 

Th is Masters pro ject  and repor t  cha l lenges 

me to create a des ign that  not  on ly increases 

soc ia l  in teract ion in an urban c iv ic space 

but a lso exposes the users to the benef i ts 

of  nature, which can lead them to l iv ing a 

hea l th ier  l i fes ty le. U l t imate ly, a pro ject  l ike th is 

can not on ly improve ind iv idua l  user ’s way of 

l i fe, but  a lso foster  communi ty re la t ionsh ips by 

br ing ing ne ighbors together to co l lect ive ly learn 

f rom and in teract  wi th one another. 
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Project Goals

In order to keep my Masters pro ject and report 

progress ing and u l t imate ly reaching an end 

resul t , I  establ ished personal  pro ject goals. 

These goals ref lect of  the standards I  had set 

for th in order to accompl ish a successfu l  report . 

Hold ing mysel f  accountable to these goals was 

cr i t ica l  in mainta in ing s ight of the end resul t .

Identify a dilemma within Washington Square Park 
that resonates with my interests within the design 
profession.

Maintain an awareness of today’s urban civic 
space designs and push boundaries into unfamiliar 
territories in order to develop a distinct proposal for 
Washington Square Park. 

Create a resource for the stakeholders and 
consultant’s of the site that offers on programming 
solutions for Washington Square Park that will help 
increase social interaction.

Synthesize critical information derived from 
existing plans and literature to create a 
cohesive design program.

Challenge my personal design methods to 
find the best possible solution that can be 
developed for Washington Square Park. 

Establish a dilemma, methods, and 
approach that can be followed through 
until the end.
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HISTORY

The Board of Parks and Recreation Commissioners 

acquired Washington Square Park in 1921. The 

following year, the Patriots and Pioneers Memorial 

Foundation was established to raise money for a 

statue of George Washington in Kansas City. The 

statue was placed on the north side of Pershing Road, 

where Washington would be facing south, just east of 

the center of the park. On the day of the dedication the 

park had no official name. After being called“Washington 

Square” by the Kansas City Star newspaper, it officially 

took the name of Washington Square Park in January, 

1926 (Parks and Recreation, 2013).

The original landscape architecture firm who 

designed the original site plan for Washington 

Square Park was Hare and Hare. Throughout the 

years however, there were changes made to the 

park. The statue of George Washington moved from 

its south facing position to the southeast corner of 

the park facing southeast. The latest master plan for 

Washington Square Park was designed by Sasaki 

and approved in the 1980’s. The implementation of 

this plan paved the way for new development in the 

surrounding area, specifically around the existing 

Crown Center Plaza. With the development came 

a shift in the user behavior of the park. In 2011, 

the Korean War Memorial was dedicated near the 

southwest corner of the park, and is the latest 

installment into the park (Parks and Recreation, 

2013). The existing character of the park is 

expressed through an abundance of linden trees 

and decorative pavers. A skywalk is also on site and 

provides pedestrian access from Crown Center to 

Union Station (Parks and Recreation,2013).

The potential of this park can be observed through 

several festivals, parades, and other civic events 

that take place in the park at different times of the 

year (Parks and Recreation, 2013). While this space 

already hosts these large events, identifying programs 

to increase activity before, during and after these 

events would increase the daily utilization of this 

space and make it a more regular destination for the 

people of downtown Kansas City.  
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FIGURE 1.2 | George Washington Statue (by Author)
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Dilemma 

Kansas Ci ty has developed a v is ion that 

focuses on connect ing the i r  ne ighborhoods to 

create s t rong urban communi t ies that  f lour ish 

wi th d ivers i ty ; foster ing bus iness, mainta in ing 

h is tor ic ne ighborhood ident i t ies, and susta in ing 

a safe, v ibrant , and a hea l thy greater downtown 

area for  current  and future generat ions (C i ty 

of  Kansas Ci ty, Missour i  2011). Current ly 

Washington Square Park l ies in the hear t  of 

Kansas Ci ty, Missour i , but  lacks many of  the 

character is t ics the c i ty  env is ions. Never the less, 

wi th a wel l -developed des ign proposa l , 

Washington Square Park holds a great  dea l 

of  potent ia l  to become an urban c iv ic space 

embodies Kansas Ci ty ’s v is ion, as a safe, 

v ibrant  and heal thy c iv ic anchor. 

Kansas Ci ty is  except iona l ly  d iverse, and 

whi le th is d ivers i ty  can be a benef i t  to 

the c i ty, segregat ion pers is ts amongst the 

ne ighborhoods (Dz iadkowiec, 2009). Th is is 

especia l ly  re levant in and around Washington 

Square Park, pr imar i ly  through a phys ica l  and 

soc ia l  d isconnect. 

Current ly, the s i te ’s main phys ica l  cha l lenge is 

that  the ra i l road to the nor th of  the s i te creates 

a s ign i f icant  separat ion f rom the downtown 

core ne ighborhoods and act iv i t ies. In addi t ion, 

the ex is t ing s t reet- leve l  connect ions to the park 

f rom adjacent urban spaces in the west, south, 

and east  are not readi ly  access ib le. Par t  of 

the soc ia l  d isconnect comes f rom Washington 

Square Park’s lack of  an inv i t ing natura l 

ambiance that  might draw people f rom the 

surrounding ne ighborhoods. The Crown Center, 

Union Stat ion, and the Cross Roads Dis t r ic t 

users main ly s tay wi th in the i r  ne ighborhood 

boundar ies, ins tead of  coming together through 

heal thy da i ly  outdoor exposure wi th in the s i te.

PROJECT SPECIFICS
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Research Question

Through the assessment of  the ex is t ing 

condi t ions, I  was able to create my pr imary 

research quest ion for  th is  proposa l  is : 

What des ign in ter vent ions can be made in 

Washington Square Park that  wi l l  foster  soc ia l 

in teract ion and contr ibute to the hea l th and 

wel l -be ing of  the s i te ’s users? 
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Research Proposition

A f ive-par t  methodology was fo l lowed in order 

to address the in i t ia l  research quest ion. The 

in i t ia l  three par ts inc lude a l i terature rev iew, 

precedent s tud ies, and s i te inventory and 

ana lys is. From these in i t ia l  par ts I  synthes ized 

the re levant in format ion and compi led a l is t  of 

goals + object ives. These goals + object ives 

he lped in form the f ina l  two par ts of  my 

pro jects, which are the des ign in ter vent ions and 

u l t imate ly a des ign proposa l  for  Washington 

Square Park. An i l lustration of the project t ime 

l ine and overal l design process and how they 

relate to one another are i l lustrated in Figure 1.3.

FIGURE 1.3 | Design Process (by Author)
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Location of Washington Square Park
PROJECT BOUNDARIES

Washington Square Park is  a 4.74-acre park 

that  is  located in the Kansas Ci ty Urban Core 

(see F igure 1.4). The park is  bounded by 

Main Street  and Union Stat ion on the west, 

by Persh ing Road and Crown Center on the 

south, by Grand Blvd on the east , and on the 

nor th by a large depressed park ing lo t  (Parks 

and Recreat ion, 2013). For the purpose of  th is 

pro ject , I  w i l l  be extending the s i te boundar ies 

to the nor th in order to create a s t ronger 

connect ion to the urban core (see Figure 1.5).

 

Through a combinat ion of  research stud ies f rom 

KCDC’s ana lys is and research for  th is  repor t , 

pro ject  boundar ies were estab l ished to a l ter  the 

ex is t ing s i te boundar ies and pos i t ive ly in f luence 

Washington Square Park. The proposed 

boundar ies are s imi lar  to those of  created by 

the Kansas Ci ty Des ign Center proposa l  of 

2013. Th is a l terat ion would extend the ex is t ing 

s i te boundar ies to the nor th, to capi ta l i ze on 

severa l  ex is t ing p lans Kansas Ci ty as i t 

deve loped to in tegrate the downtown area as i t 

grows, as wel l  as a l lowing Washington Square 

Park to serve as urban node areas reconnect ing 

the Crossroads and Crown Center (KCDC, 

2013). Th is extens ion of  the pro ject  boundar ies 

contr ibutes to Washington Square Park by 

drawing more users to the s i te and in f luencing 

what types of  act iv i t ies can occur on the s i te to 

increase soc ia l  in teract ion. 

CountyState of Missouri
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FIGURE 1.5 | Project Boundaries (by Author)
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FIGURE 1.4 | Washington Square Park Context (by Author)





This chapter presents the literature review. The 

creation of this chapter derives from the investigation 

of important historical facts about the site, existing 

plans that include Washington Square Park and the 

surrounding context, and project related literature. 

Synthesizing this information is critical in determining 

project goals + objectives.

INVESTIGATE
02
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FIGURE 2.1 | Literature Map (by Author)

LITERATURE MAP

The l i terature map (Figure 2.1) is a visual 

representation of the topics covered through the 

l i terature review. The l i terature review can be 

divided into three main categories, exist ing plans, 

project related theory, and precedent studies. 

The synthesis of these topics helps to create the 

project goals that inform design interventions for 

Washington Square Park.

PROJECT GOALS FOR 
WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK 
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FIGURE 2.1 | Literature Map (by Author)

PROJECT GOALS FOR 
WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK 

THAT INFORM DESIGN 
INTERVENTIONS 

TO INCREASE
SOCIAL INTERACTION

Dziadkowiec, Oliwier. 2009. “Social Capital in Kansas: 

The Kansas City Case Study”. Kansas Health Institute.

Berglund, C
hristopher. 2013. “Social

 C
onnectivity D

rives the Engine of

 W
ell-Being.” Psychology Today.

PROJECT 
RELATED 
THEORY

Dziadkowiec, Oliwier. 2009. “Social Capital in Kansas: 

The Kansas City Case Study”. Kansas Health Institute..

Gehl, Jan. 2010. “Cities for People.” Washington, DC: Island Press.

Gehl, Jan. 2011. “Life between Buildings: 
Using Public Space.” Washington, DC Island Press

Kawachi, Dr Ichiro, and Dr Lisa F. Berkman. 2001. 

“Social Ties and Mental Health.” Journal of Urban Health.

Kweon BS, S
ulliva

n W
C, W

iley A
R. 1

998. “G
reen common spaces and the 

social in
tegration of in

ner-c
ity 

older adults.” E
nviro

nmental Behavio
r.

M
ar

cu
s, 

Clar
e 

Coo
pe

r, 
Fr

an
cis

, C
ar

oly
n.

 1
99

8.
 P

eo
ple

 P
lac

es
: 

Des
ign

 G
uid

eli
ne

s f
or

 U
rb

an
 O

pe
n 

Spa
ce

. N
ew

 Y
or

k: 
Jo

hn
 W

ile
y.

Pr
oj

ec
t f

or
 P

ub
lic

 S
pa

ce
s.

 2
01

4.
 “P

ro
je

ct
 fo

r P
ub

lic
 S

pa
ce

s 
| 

W
ha

t I
s 

a 
G

re
at

 C
ivi

c 
Sp

ac
e?

” 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. 2013. “Pier O
ne.”

 Brooklyn Bridge Park.

D
iscovery G

reen, 2013. 

“D
iscovery G

reen.” D
iscovery G

reen.

ASLA. 2011. “CityGarden.” 2011 ASLA Professional Awards. 

ASLA. 2012. “Lafayette Greens.” 2012 ASLA Professional 

Awards. 

Francis, Mark. 2001. “A Case Study Method 

For Landscape Architecture.” Landscape Journal.

EXISTING
PLANS

C
ity

 o
f K

an
sa

s 
C

ity
, 

M
is

so
ur

i. 
20

11
. 

“G
re

at
er

 

D
ow

nt
ow

n 
A

re
a 

P
la

n”
. 

 

C
ity

 o
f K

an
sa

s 
C

ity
 M

is
so

ur
i. 

20
12

. “
Ka

ns
as

 C
ity

 D
ow

nt
ow

n 

S
tre

et
ca

r, 
Ti

ge
r I

V 
G

ra
nt

 A
pp

lic
at

io
n 

 
“N

ex
tR

ail
 K

C S
ys

te
m

 O
ve

rv
iew

.” 
20

14
. I

ss
uu

 

Parks
 and Recreation Departm

ent, C
ity 

of K
ansas City 

Missouri. 

2013. “W
ashington Square Park:

 Request fo
r Q

ualific
ations/Proposals”.  

PRECEDENT
STUDIES



28 | SOCIAL LANDSCAPES

LITERATURE REVIEW	

Using soc ia l  in teract ion as a dr iver for 

programming and des ign in order to 

act ivate Washington Square Park requi res 

an understanding of  the c i ty ’s goals, top ica l 

theory, and precedent s tud ies that  in form 

ins ight  in to successfu l  des ign in ter vent ions  for 

the redevelopment of  the s i te.

 A rev iew of  the ex is t ing p lans for  the park 

and c i ty  prov ide an understanding of  the goals 

and v is ion that  the c i ty  and stakeholders have 

for  the redevelopment of  the park. A rev iew 

of  the top ica l  theory prov ides a fundamenta l 

component to understanding concepts of  soc ia l 

in teract ion, user wel l -be ing, and urban c iv ic 

space programming. 

Last ly, a ser ies of  precedent s tud ies conducted 

dur ing th is pro ject  prov ide ins ight  to successfu l 

c iv ic spaces that  were des igned to promote 

hea l thy l i fes ty les. Fur ther synthes is of  each of 

the precedents a l lows an understanding of  how 

these des ign in ter vent ions can be adapted for 

Washington Square Park. From each of 

these three sect ions, a ser ies of  goals are 

ident i f ied that  are used in the development of 

an in ter vent ion rubr ic for  soc ia l  in teract ion in 

Washington Square Park. (see F igure 2.0X)
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EXISTING PLANS

A number of ex ist ing plans have been developed 

as the downtown Kansas Ci ty area has 

f lour ished. Of these plans, four are re levant to 

the redevelopment of Washington Square Park. 

The most re levant include the Greater Downtown 

Area Plan (GDAP) and the current Request 

for Qual i f icat ions/Proposal (RFQ/P) that were 

speci f ica l ly created for the current in i t ia t ive 

to redevelop the exist ing s i te. In addi t ion, the 

Kansas Ci ty Design Centers (KCDC) plan for 

Washington Square Park, and the Downtown 

Streetcar Plan play an important ro le for 

understanding the overarching v is ion of the ci ty 

and stakeholders for Washington Square Park. 

The fo l lowing sect ion summarizes each of these 

documents and ident i f ies key goals f rom each 

plan. In summat ion, these goals are categor ized 

based upon the GDAP’s elements of an ideal 

downtown neighborhood. Topical theory goals 

are a lso categor ized based on these elements 

and serve as a f ramework for developing design 

intervent ions for Washington Square Park.
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Greater Downtown Area Plan

The Greater Downtown Area Plan (GDAP) is  a 

co l lect ive v is ion for  the Greater Downtown Area 

that  inc ludes s t ra teg ies to susta in the reb i r th 

of  the downtown core, by capi ta l i z ing on the i r 

s t rengths. Th is p lan is  h igh ly re levant to the 

development of  the s i te because i t  ident i f ies 

the goals + object ives of  the c i ty  and wi l l 

he lp ident i fy  how a successfu l  deve lopment of 

Washington Square Park wi l l  f i t  in to the i r  v is ion 

(C i ty  of  Kansas Ci ty, Missour i , 2011). 

The main v is ion for  the GDAP is as fo l lows, “We 

must focus on connect ing our ne ighborhoods 

to create a s t rong urban communi ty, f lour ish ing 

wi th d ivers i ty, foster ing bus iness, mainta in ing 

h is tor ic ne ighborhood ident i t ies, and susta in ing 

a safe, v ibrant , and heal thy Greater Downtown 

Area for  current  and future generat ions.”. To 

complement the i r  v is ion the c i ty  put  for th a 

set  of  e lements that  re f lect  the character of 

the downtown neighborhoods: Urban, Thr iv ing, 

Susta inable, L ivab le, V ibrant , Walkable, Dis t inct , 

Authent ic, Safe, and Connected  (C i ty  of  Kansas 

Ci ty, Missour i , 2011).

In order to stay connected to the overarching 

v is ion of Downtown Kansas Ci ty the proposed 

redevelopment design for Washington Square 

Park wi l l  focus on the most re levant of these 

elements: urban, v ibrant, walkable, dist inct, and 

connected. Each of these elements is expla ined 

in the GDAP, summarized in the fol lowing ways. 

An urban downtown is a dense and diverse 

mix of bui ld ings and uses s i tuated on compact 

pedestr ian scale blocks with high lot coverage. 

I t  typical ly is at a higher scale and intensi ty 

than other areas of the ci ty. Washington Square 

Park is a perfect example of an urban civ ic 

space that is surrounded by many of these 

‘urban’ character ist ics. The wel l-establ ished 

neighborhoods in the area are cr i t ical to 

drawing users to the s i te and increasing socia l 

interact ion amongst them. 
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A v ibrant  downtown is an at t ract ive and l ive ly 

env i ronment. I t  has a d iverse array of  events, 

a t t ract ive publ ic spaces, and opportun i t ies 

for  soc ia l  in teract ion. In order to increase 

soc ia l  in teract ion wi th in the s i te, i t  w i l l  need to 

undergo large amount of  des ign in ter vent ions. 

These in ter vent ions wi l l  dramat ica l ly  change 

the current ly  under used s i te to become a 

dest inat ion where people, not  on ly f rom the 

surrounding ne ighborhoods, but  a lso f rom the 

greater metro area would want to v is i t . 

A walkable downtown is the h ighest  pedest r ian 

leve l  of  ser v ice in which s t reet  cross ings 

are not barr iers, routes are d i rect , s idewalks 

are cont inuous, wide, and in good condi t ion, 

pr ivate development and publ ic spaces are 

des igned to encourage pedest r ian act iv i ty. 

In addi t ion, t ranspor ta t ion a l ternat ives are 

abundant. Connect ing the s i te to the adjacent 

ne ighborhoods and pr ior i t i z ing pedest r ian 

serv ice and publ ic t ranspor ta t ion wi l l  be cr i t ica l . 

A d is t inct  downtown prov ides a un ique 

env i ronment to the reg ion and is  an inv i t ing 

a l ternat ive to suburban l iv ing. There are many 

potent ia l  users around the s i te, especia l ly  in 

the Crown Center p laza area. However, whi le 

they work in th is area many of  them do not 

l i ve there. Increas ing the at t ract iveness of 

the s i te would open people ’s minds up to the 

poss ib i l i t ies that  an urban area can of fer  for 

them.

A connected downtown prov ides v isua l  and 

phys ica l  connect ions between neighborhoods 

and d is t r ic ts. Whi le th is e lement may re la te 

c lose ly to walkabi l i ty, the phys ica l  condi t ions 

of  the s i te and how i t  connects to surrounding 

ne ighborhoods, is  a key point  to address for 

fu ture development of  the s i te.  

These are a l l  e lements that  re f lect  the needs 

and hopes of  the ne ighborhoods of  Downtown 

Kansas Ci ty and how they have def ined a path 
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GOALS + OBJECTIVES TAKEN FROM GDAP
Maintain a dense and diverse mix of buildings and 
uses situated on compact pedestrian scale blocks 
with high lot coverage.

Create a diverse array of events, attractive public 
spaces, and opportunities for social interaction.

Create a walkable downtown with the highest 
pedestrian level of service. 

Ensure that connections to the nearby uses are 
prominent and accessible.

Create a unique environment in the region and an invit-
ing alternative to suburban living.

Create connections to nearby public transportation. 
Incorporate proposals for transit methods that may not 
currently be in this area. 

Create a connected downtown that provides visual 
and physical connections between neighborhoods 
and districts.

“ to nur ture a v ibrant , hea l thy soc iety that 

embraces i ts  her i tage and ce lebrates i ts  ro le 

as the rea l  and symbol ic hear t  of  Kansas Ci ty.” 

(C i ty  of  Kansas Ci ty, Missour i , 2011). 

In addi t ion to ident i fy ing the goals + 

object ives for  the c i ty, the GDAP a lso ident i f ies 

Washington Square Park as a cata lys t  pro ject . 

The GDAP def ines these cata lys t  pro jects 

as areas that  have the potent ia l  to t r igger 

redevelopment in the surrounding area. 

Estab l ish ing a redevelopment proposa l  that  not 

on ly encompasses the c i ty ’s v is ion but a lso 

estab l ishes Washington Square Park as an 

urban c iv ic anchor for  the area wi l l  ensure the 

poss ib i l i ty  for  fu ture development in the area.

FIGURE 2.2 | Goals + Objectives Taken from GDAP (by Author)
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The Request  for  Qual i f icat ions/Proposals (RFQ/

RFP) is  a deta i led descr ip t ion of  Washington 

Square Park and the serv ices requi red. The 

document was in i t ia ted by the Kansas Ci ty 

Downtown Counci l , funded by PIAC (Publ ic 

Improvements Adv isory Commit tee), and is  now 

being admin is tered by the Parks and Recreat ion 

Depar tment. The document was created to 

determine what des ign profess iona l  would 

be best  su i ted to redes ign and rev i ta l i ze the 

ex is t ing Washington Square Park through the i r 

proposa l  submit ta l . 

The document in t roduces the s i te through a 

br ie f  h is tor y and background of  Washington 

Square Park. I t  is  a lso ident i f ies Washington 

Square Park as a cata lys t  pro ject  for  the 

Greater Downtown Development P lan (GDAP). 

The next  component to th is document 

in t roduces the scope of  ser v ices for  the pro ject 

that  the chosen consul tant , Coen + Par tners 

would need to accompl ish. Next  the 

document expla ins the goals of  the pro ject , 

why the redevelopment of  th is  s i te is  needed, 

and how and when the s takeholders wi l l  take 

par t  in th is pro ject . Th is is  a cr i t ica l  por t ion of 

the document because an explanat ion f rom the 

invo lvement of  KCDC in complet ing the master 

p lan is  g iven that  estab l ishes Kansas State 

Masters Group’s (H.E.R.D) connect ion to the 

pro ject  as a sub-consul tant  under KCDC (Ci ty 

of  Kansas Ci ty, Missour i , 2013)

This document wi l l  ser ve as a cr i t ica l 

component to the overa l l  repor t  by re in forc ing 

the re la t ionsh ip that  the ex is t ing p lans have 

wi th the redevelopment goal . By grounding my 

des ign goals wi th those of  the RFQ/P, my f ina l 

des ign wi l l  complement the redevelopment 

goals that  the Ci ty of  Kansas Ci ty and Parks 

and Recreat ion have set  for th.

Washington Square Park Request for Qualifications/Proposals 
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GOALS + OBJECTIVES TAKEN FROM RFQ/P

Design interventions should focus on increasing the 
activities within the site.

Reinforce the redevelopment of the site with the 
GDAP plans for the city.

Incorporate areas for recreation within the site.

Create a dynamic space that welcomes people of 
all ages.

Create the space into a gathering place and civic 
hub, serving the Crown Center, and the surrounding 
office buildings, the Crossroads District, as well as 
the broader community.

FIGURE 2.3 | Goals + Objectives Taken from RFQ/P (by Author)
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Kansas City Design Center’s Design Proposal for Washington Square Park

The Kansas Ci ty Des ign Center ’s des ign 

proposa l  ident i f ies Washington Square Park 

as an anchor park that  can be “redes igned to 

become an iconic, mul t i -purpose dest inat ion 

space”(KCDC, 2012). Thei r  des ign proposa l 

not  on ly addresses the ex is t ing s i te but  a lso 

extends the current  s i te boundar ies to the 

ex is t ing ra i l  l ines. “By extending Washington 

Square Park across the ra i l  l ines and capi ta l i zes 

on the proposed st reet  car and Grand 

Boulevard improvement pro jects, Washington 

Square Park wi l l  ser ve as an urban node to 

reconnect Crown Center to the Crossroad 

and the Loop.” (KCDC, 2012). KCDC’s des ign 

proposa l  is  an important  reference for  the 

development of  goals + object ives of  th is 

pro ject , because of  the i r  in-depth research 

of  the area and understanding of  ex is t ing 

development p lans. By referenc ing these p lans 

i t  has he lped to in form des ign decis ions for  a 

c iv ic urban space that  fosters soc ia l  in teract ion 

in Washington Square Park. 

GOALS + OBJECTIVES TAKEN FROM KCDC
Create a site that will become an iconic, multi-purpose 
destination space.

Mitigate the physical constraints of the adjacent land by 
making use of it and capping the site.

Create a strong connection with the existing urban core.

Capitalize on the location and views of the site.

(by Author)
FIGURE 2.4 | Goals + Objectives Taken from KCDC Proposal
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Improvements:

Treatment along Northern edge to create a formal 
vista of downtown

Establishment of promenade and major public plaza

Functional amenities (bike share hub, casual dining)

Promote park use through connection of the major 
types of transportation

Pedestrian linkage to Union Station

Additional retail development

2012 KCDC DESIGN PROPOSAL

FIGURE 2.5 | KCDC Design Proposal for Washington Square Park (by KCDC)

FIGURE 2.4 | Goals + Objectives Taken from KCDC Proposal
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GOALS + OBJECTIVES TAKEN FROM 
KANSAS CITY’S STREETCAR PLAN

The Kansas Ci ty Downtown Street  Car P lan 

is  a deta i led pro ject  descr ip t ion of  the 

proposed st reetcar l ine in downtown Kansas 

Ci ty, Missour i . Thei r  proposa l  to incorporate a 

modern t rans i t  so lut ion to f i l l  a long-noted gap 

in the c i ty ’s resurg ing downtown would great ly 

s t rengthen the downtown core. Current ly  the 

s t reetcars proposed main route wi l l  run f rom 

nor th to south wi th the southernmost s top 

located on Main St. next  to Union Stat ion just 

west  of  Washington Square Park (C i ty  of  Kansas 

Ci ty Missour i , 2012). Incorporat ing th is new 

t rans i t  system and i ts  potent ia l  expans ion wi l l 

be cr i t ica l  to the redevelopment Washington 

Square Park. I f  successfu l , th is  p lan has the 

potent ia l  to increase amount of  people hav ing 

access to Washington Square Park.

Kansas City’s Downtown Streetcar Plan

Incorporate a complete transit system that increasing 
connectivity through the downtown activity centers.

Improve the pedestrian environment and accessibility, 
by reducing an auto-oriented corridor.

Reduce surface parking lots in the downtown core
Reduce future congestion on Main St. by giving 
alternative forms of to public transit.

Improve access to parks and recreation facilities 
by installing a streetcar line that stretches from the 
northern most part and to the southernmost part of the 
downtown core.

(by Author)
FIGURE 2.6 | Goals + Objectives Taken from KC Streetcar Proposal
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FIGURE 2.7 | Kansas City Streetcar Proposal (by NextRail KC)FIGURE 2.6 | Goals + Objectives Taken from KC Streetcar Proposal
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Synthesis of Existing Plans

Analys is of  each p lan in terms of  re levant 

goals + object ives ident i f ied many s imi lar i t ies 

between the ex is t ing p lan goal . Common 

themes inc lude: prov id ing opportun i t ies for 

soc ia l  in teract ion, creat ing a var ie ty of  d i f ferent 

events on the s i te, and creat ing a d is t inct 

publ ic p lace for  a l l  types of  users to en joy. 

In order to increase soc ia l  in teract ion on the 

s i te the most important  s tep is  to get  the users 

to the s i te. Expanding the current  breadth of 

soc ia l , economic, and cu l tura l  oppor tun i t ies on 

the s i te wi l l  increase the number of  people who 

wi l l  v is i t  Washington Square Park. Increased 

v is i ta t ion can, in term, create a pos i t ive 

react ion for  the area, making i t  a cata lys t  s i te 

and c iv ic anchor.

Walkabi l i ty  is  an important  component in 

a l l  o f  these p lans. I f  the r ight  ameni t ies are 

developed in and around the s i te, then the 

users should be more wi l l ing to get  to the 

s i te. Publ ic t ranspor ta t ion such as the new 

st reetcar, bus, t ra in, and b ikes wi l l  a l low a 

broader range of  users access to the s i te. 

Access ib i l i ty  by foot  is  a lso an important  way 

of  a t t ract ing users to the s i te, as long as the 

surrounding area uses the h ighest  pedest r ian 

leve l , creat ing a walkable downtown. Such 

cons iderat ions wi l l  he lp to increase the 

pedest r ian exper ience in the Washington 

Square Park area. Improv ing the walkabi l i ty  wi l l 

increase the aesthet ics of  the s i te, and make 

the c iv ic space more des i rab le to the users in 

the surrounding d is t r ic ts. 

Creat ing a d is t inct  downtown that  prov ides 

a un ique env i ronment wi th in the reg ion is 

an important  e lement in the ex is t ing p lans. 

Capi ta l i z ing on the ex is t ing s i te and 

emphas iz ing i ts  un ique at t r ibutes can increase 

the des i re to v is i t  the s i te. Mainta in ing the 

v iews that  the ex is t ing s i te of fers, responding to 

the urban form that  surrounds the s i te, 
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and responding to the needs of  the c i ty, 

s takeholders, and potent ia l  users. These goals 

wi l l  be combined wi th goals der ived f rom the 

pro ject  re la ted theory  and precedent s tud ies to 

develop a synthes ized set  of  goals + object ives 

that  wi l l  in form the des ign in ter vent ions for 

Washington Square Park. 
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Literature Review
PROJECT RELATED THEORY

The f i rs t  sect ion of  th is  chapter ident i f ied goals 

for  the Washington Square Park redevelopment 

pro ject  based on ex is t ing p lans that  the c i ty 

of  Kansas Ci ty, MO has created. The ex is t ing 

p lans ident i fy  the needs of  the c i ty  as wel l  as 

the needs of  the s takeholders overseeing the 

redevelopment of  the s i te. Fur ther research is 

needed to address re levant theory about the 

importance of  soc ia l  in teract ion in publ ic space, 

as wel l  as c iv ic urban spaces. Th is sect ion 

ident i f ies key top ics that  wi l l  be invest igated to 

develop a successfu l  s t ra tegy for  Washington 

Square Park. Addi t iona l  pro ject  goals are 

der ived f rom the pro ject  re la ted theory and 

l is ted at  the summat ion of  each synthes ized 

top ic. 

By fur ther invest igat ing soc ia l  in teract ion in 

publ ic spaces and what types of  ef fect  th is  can 

have on the users wel l  be ing I  can determine 

what types of  des ign in ter vent ions are 

most appropr ia te for  the redevelopment of 

Washington Square Park. Creat ing an act ive 

urban c iv ic anchor for  the area not on ly 

at t racts people to the s i te, i t  a lso restores the 

connect ions between the surrounding d is t r ic ts.
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User Well-being User Well-being

For th is pro ject  my main research quest ion not 

on ly focuses on f ind ing a so lut ion to increase 

soc ia l  in teract ion in Washington Square Park, 

but  i t  a lso quest ions how socia l  in teract ion 

can contr ibute to users of  the s i te leading a 

hea l th ier  l i fes ty le through the i r  increased soc ia l 

in teract ion. 

Socia l  in teract ion is  a d i rect ly  re la ted to 

increas ing a person’s overa l l  wel l -be ing. For 

example one’s menta l  wel l -be ing (a component 

to the i r  overarch ing wel l -be ing) has been 

stud ied through a model , which has been put 

forward, by Cohen and Wi l ls  to expla in the 

mechanisms by which soc ia l  re la t ionsh ips 

in f luence heal th outcomes: the main ef fect 

model . Th is model  proposes that  soc ia l 

re la t ionsh ips have a benef ic ia l  e f fect  regard less 

i f  they are under s t ress. (Kawachi  et  a l . , 2001) 

Heal th, def ined by the Wor ld Heal th 

Organizat ion is  “a s ta te of  complete phys ica l , 

menta l , and soc ia l  wel l -be ing and not mere ly 

the absence of  d isease or in f i rmi ty.” (Wor ld 

Heal th Organizat ion, 2013)This broad v iew 

goes wel l  beyond a narrow b iomedica l  v iew 

to inc lude many d imens ions of  comfor t  and 

wel l -be ing. Heal th not on ly revo lves around 

the phys ica l  aspect of  hea l th but  can a lso be 

based on the menta l  hea l th benef i ts  and how 

users can increase the i r  wel l -be ing through 

pos i t ive exposure to the act iv i t ies that  c iv ic 

spaces have. Incorporat ing des ign in ter vent ions 

for  Washington Square Park that  exposes the 

users to the d i f ferent  types of  pos i t ive hea l th 

s t imulat ing act iv i t ies wi l l  u l t imate ly lead to 

cont inuous use of  the space.
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Health Benefits in Nature

Heal thy env i ronments can increase the qual i ty 

and character is t ics of  the set t ing we inhabi t  and 

af fect  our menta l  wel l -be ing in a pos i t ive way. 

“Bui l t  env i ronments promote menta l  hea l th and 

wel l -be ing, increase the development of  soc ia l 

t ies, fac i l i ta te recovery f rom menta l  fa t igue, 

af fect  anx iety and depress ion, and contr ibute to 

aggress ion and v io lence.” (Dannenberg et . a l . , 

2011).

Phys ica l  and soc ia l  features of  the env i ronment 

may a lso af fect  behav ior  in nature. Studies 

show that  there is  a corre la t ion between var ious 

user groups wi th a var ie ty of  psychologica l , 

emot iona l , and menta l  hea l th benef i ts  (Oht 

M. et  a l . , 2007). The prov is ion and access to 

green space a lso pos i t ive ly a f fects repor ted 

st ress and qual i ty  of  l i fe. A s tudy done in 

the Nether lands found a pos i t ive corre la t ion 

between the quant i ty  of  urban green space and 

the percept ion of  genera l  hea l th (Maas et  a l . 

2006). Green spaces may a lso in f luence soc ia l 

in teract ion by prov id ing a meet ing p lace for 

users to develop 

and mainta in ne ighborhood socia l  t ies (Kweon 

BS. Et  a l . , 1998). Socia l  in teract ion is  a key 

component to enhancing the personal  and 

soc ia l  communicat ion sk i l l s  of  users (Bedimo-

Rung AL, et  a l . , 2005). The presence of  green 

vegetat ion and the format ion of  ne ighborhood 

socia l  t ies in urban areas in turn s ign i f icant ly 

contr ibutes to res idents ’  sense of  safety and 

adjustment.
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Urban CIvic Spaces Characteristics of Great Urban Spaces

In  order to create successfu l  des ign 

in ter vent ions for  an urban c iv ic space, I  must 

cons ider what a successfu l  c iv ic space t ru ly 

embodies. The fo l lowing rev iew of  the l i terature 

fur ther invest igates c iv ic spaces and the i r  ro le 

in in publ ic l i ves. Character is t ics of  successfu l 

c iv ic spaces are a cr i t ica l  component 

to understand before any programming 

cons iderat ions can be made. Once the ro le of 

a c iv ic space is, then I  wi l l  be able to assess 

what type of  successfu l  des ign in ter vent ions 

can make Washington Square Park in to a c iv ic 

anchor where a l l  types of  people can come 

together and en joy th is space.

“Civ ic spaces are an extens ion of  the 

communi ty. When they work wel l , they serve 

as a s tage for  our publ ic l i ves. I f  they funct ion 

in the i r  t rue c iv ic ro le, they can be the set t ings 

where ce lebrat ions are he ld, where soc ia l 

and economic exchanges take p lace, where 

f r iends run in to each other, and where cu l tures 

mix.” (Pro ject  for  Publ ic Spaces, 2014). 

The Pro ject  for  Publ ic Spaces has wr i t ten an 

ar t ic le that  ident i f ies the key character is t ics 

that  exp la ins what a great  c iv ic space is. They 

focus on severa l  key character is t ics such as 

the benef i ts, the ident i ty  that  i t  can create for 

a c i ty  or  ne ighborhood, the economic benef i ts 

that  i t  can create for  a c i ty, how i t  can he lp the 

env i ronment, and how i t  can prov ide a set t ing 

for  cu l tura l  and soc ia l  act iv i t ies. 

Cer ta in character is t ics that  s tood out to 

me were; how publ ic spaces can contr ibute 

to communi ty hea l th, whether soc ia l ly, 

economica l ly, cu l tura l ly, or  env i ronmenta l ly 

these spaces can create an enhancement to
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the i r  users and the i r  ne ighborhoods. In 

addi t ion, c iv ic spaces can create ident i t ies for 

an area. Current ly  Washington Square Park 

s i ts  a t  a crossroads of  severa l  popular  d is t r ic ts 

in the downtown Kansas Ci ty area, anyth ing 

to un i te them. Washington Square Park has 

the potent ia l  to serve as an anchor to a l l  o f 

these d is t r ic ts and to br ing people together to 

share th is specia l  p lace, which could lead to 

a mutua l  sense of  pr ide and ownersh ip across 

groups. Last ly, th is  space has the opportun i ty 

to prov ide a set t ing for  cu l tura l  and soc ia l 

act iv i t ies. Washington Square Park current ly 

hosts three annual  fest iva ls, but  i t  is  not  be ing 

used to i ts  potent ia l . The opportun i t ies to 

expand the number of  soc ia l  act iv i t ies he ld in 

th is space are yet  to be revea led, and would 

on ly a id in the u l t imate goal  for  th is  pro ject  of 

increas ing soc ia l  connect iv i ty. 

Severa l  of  the character is t ics s tood out to me 

in a great  way, speci f ica l ly  because of  the i r

c lose re la t ion to the v is ion s ta tement that  was

created for  the Greater Downtown Area Plan. 

The goals + object ives synthes ized f rom these 

character is t ics wi l l  he lp to create a foundat ion 

for  the des ign in ter vent ions that  are in tune 

wi th that  of  the greater downtown Kansas Ci ty 

area. 
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Increas ing soc ia l  in teract ion wi th in a space 

is  dependent on the soc ia l  act iv i t ies that  are 

created wi th in the space, but  the act iv i t ies are 

dependent upon the presence of  others in the 

space. “Socia l  act iv i t ies occur spontaneous ly, 

as a d i rect  consequence of  people moving 

about and being in the same spaces. Th is 

impl ies that  the soc ia l  act iv i t ies are ind i rect ly 

suppor ted whenever necessary and opt iona l 

act iv i t ies are g iven bet ter  condi t ion in publ ic 

spaces.” (Gehl , 2011). In order to successfu l ly 

increase soc ia l  in teract ion in Washington 

Square Park, a successfu l  theory such as Jan 

Gehl ’s  Three Types of  Outdoor Act iv i t ies wi l l 

he lp to in form the types of  act iv i t ies that  can 

occur in an outdoor space and how we can 

des ign accord ing ly to have an ample amount of 

ameni t ies on the s i te that  suppor t  the act iv i t ies. 

Accord ing to Gehl , many act iv i t ies occur in 

outdoor spaces. Pedest r ians pass on s idewalks, 

ch i ldren p lay in the grass, people s i t  on 

benches, two passersby’s greet  on the

s idewalk, or  a group of  people engage in a 

conversat ion. A number of  condi t ions in f luence 

a l l  o f  the d i f ferent  types of  outdoor act iv i t ies. 

The phys ica l  env i ronment is  one of  the most 

in f luent ia l  factors to these act iv i t ies. In the 

book L i fe Between Bui ld ings, Jan Gehl  argues: 

“outdoor act iv i t ies in publ ic spaces can be 

d iv ided in to three categor ies, each of  which 

p laces very d i f ferent  demands on the phys ica l 

env i ronment: necessary act iv i t ies, opt iona l 

act iv i t ies, and soc ia l  act iv i t ies.” (Gehl , 2011).

Necessary act iv i t ies are less compulsory, every 

day act iv i t ies for  people such as going to work 

or school , shopping, wai t ing at  the bus s top, 

or running an errand. These are a l l  act iv i t ies 

in which a person is  most l ike ly to do on the i r 

own. Opt iona l  act iv i t ies are just  that , opt iona l , 

these act iv i t ies are th ings that  people wish 

about doing i f  on ly they have the t ime, p lace, 

and opt imal  outdoor condi t ions to make the 

act iv i ty  happen. “Th is re la t ionsh ip is  par t icu lar ly 

important  in connect ion wi th phys ica l  p lann ing 

because most of  the recreat iona l  act iv i t ies that 

Outdoor Activities in Urban Spaces
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GOALS + OBJECTIVES TAKEN FROM 
PROJECT RELATED THEORY

are especia l ly  p leasant to pursue outdoors are 

found prec ise ly in th is category of  act iv i t ies.” 

(Gehl , 2011). These act iv i t ies inc lude tak ing 

a walk to get  a breath of  f resh a i r, s tanding 

around enjoy ing l i fe, or  s i t t ing and sunbath ing.

The last  category cons is t  of  resu l tant/soc ia l 

act iv i t ies. These depend on the presence of 

others in publ ic spaces. They inc lude ch i ldren 

at  p lay, greet ing and conversat ions, communal 

act iv i t ies, see ing or hear ing people, and pass ive 

contacts. “These can a lso be ca l led ‘ resu l tant ’ 

act iv i t ies because near ly  in a l l  ins tances they 

evolve f rom act iv i t ies l inked to the other two 

act iv i ty  categor ies. They develop in connect ion 

wi th the other act iv i t ies because people are in 

the same space, meet, pass by one another, or 

are mere ly wi th in v iew.” (Gehl  2011). In order 

to opt imize the amount of  soc ia l  in teract ion that 

can take p lace wi th in Washington Square Park 

des ign in ter vent ions that  are c lose ly l inked to 

the programming of  the s i te wi l l  be cr i t ica l .

Theory (by Author)
FIGURE 2.8 | Goals + Objectives Taken from Project Related

Encourage different types of recreation activities; 
necessary, optional, or resultant activities.

Create routes to the site that are easily accessible for 
pedestrians.

Incorporate activities that create volunteer opportunities 
for the community.

Use mixed-use development to activate spaces adja-
cent to the site.

Create a physical environment that represents the 
values of the community.

Create spaces for seasonal entertainment and 
performances.

Users should feel safe at all times of the day on site.

Provide a diverse amount of amenities on site.
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Precedent Selection
PRECEDENT STUDIES

In  addi t ion to examin ing the ex is t ing p lans and 

pro ject  re la ted theory, I  completed a ser ies of 

precedent s tud ies to ident i fy  addi t iona l  goals 

for  the development of  Washington Square 

Park. An ana lys is of  re levant precedents can 

of fer  ins ight  to the s i te ’s d i lemmas,  ident i fy 

poss ib le so lut ions for  a des ign, and begin to 

determine the l imi ta t ions and opportun i t ies of 

fur ther research that  focuses on increas ing 

soc ia l  in teract ion in publ ic spaces. (Refer to 

Appendix C for  fu l l  ana lys is summary)  

Select ing precedents that  were current  and 

re levant to the profess ion was a cr i t ica l 

component to narrowing down the precedent 

l i s t . The pr imary source for  my se lect ion was 

a new guide on Heal th Benef i ts  of  Nature 

that  was re leased by the Amer ican Society of 

Landscape Arch i tects in September of  2013. 

Th is gu ide expla ins the long and shor t- term 

heal th benef i ts  of  spending t ime in outdoor 

spaces. A l though my main research quest ion 

focuses on increas ing soc ia l  in teract ion in 

urban spaces, an added component to my 

quest ion is  how th is in teract ion can lead to 

l iv ing a hea l th ier  l i fes ty le. 

Analyz ing these precedents wi l l  h igh l ight  a 

wide var ie ty of  successfu l  des igns in urban 

communi t ies that  show how cer ta in des ign 

in ter vent ions can be in tegrated in to the bui l t 

env i ronment to foster  hea l thy l i fes ty les.
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Four c iv ic spaces were se lected for  the 

precedent s tud ies, These inc lude: P ier  1 of 

the Brooklyn Br idge Park in Brooklyn, New 

York, Lafayet te Greens in Detro i t , Mich igan, 

Discovery Green in Houston, Texas, and 

Ci tyGarden in St . Louis, Missour i . These 

precedents are ana lyzed based on Mark 

Franc is ’  “Cr i t ica l  D imensions of  Case Studies.” 

Th is assessment conta ins categor ies that 

wi l l  a l low me to ext ract  cr i t ica l  in format ion 

f rom each of  the four pro jects that  can he lp 

to advance th is proposa l  by ident i fy ing the 

successes and const ra in ts of  each pro ject 

(Franc is 2001). Each precedent responds to a 

ser ies of  ana lys is cr i ter ia. F ind ings f rom each 

of  the precedent s tud ies are summar ized in the 

fo l lowing pages. Resul ts f rom the precedent 

s tud ies are then added to the set  of  goals + 

object ives for  Washington Square Park that  was 

expla ined in the beginn ing of  th is  chapter (see 

F igure 2.9).

Precedent Study Analysis
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SYNTHESIS OF PRECEDENT STUDY ANALYSIS
ANALYSIS CRITERIA

BASELINE
INFORMATION

PROJECT
GOALS

KEY CONCEPTS 
+ GOALS

MAINTENANCE
+ MANAGEMENT

USES + ACTIVITIES

SUCCESSES

CONSTRAINTS

DILEMMA

PROGRAMMING

CRITERIA DESCRIPTION

Project name, location, date designed/completed, designer, cost, size, 
context, and keywords.

What problem(s) is the project trying to solve? Was it solved?

What are the key goals (social, ecological, aesthetic)?

How was the program developed? Was it modified during the course of 
the project?

What are the key concepts? How did the designer translate their goals 
into form?

How is the site used? Who uses it?

What are the problems of management and maintenance? 

Describe the site-specific successes in comparison to the more general 
issues?

Why was the project done? What are the question(s) it is trying 
to answer?

FIGURE 2.9 | Synthesis of Precedent Study Analysis (by Author)
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Pier One Brooklyn Bridge Park

SIZE

DILEMMAS

PROGRAMS

MAINTENANCE + 
MANAGEMENT

DESIGN CONCEPTS

CONTEXT

GOALS

9.5 acres

Urban |  Brooklyn, New York

Publ ic access, lack of  recreat iona l  act iv i t ies, 

and open space.

Al low the s i te ’s emot iona l  power and 

in tens i ty  to resonate in a new ecologica l ly, 

soc ia l ly, and economica l ly  susta inable park 

set t ing.

P ier  One features two large lawns, a 

water f ront  promenade, p layground, and 

mixed-use development.

Water f ront  access and c i rcu la t ion, water 

dependent uses, b ikeways, and habi ta t 

restorat ion.

Park operat ions s ta f f  use a var ie ty of 

susta inable pract ices to mainta in the park, 

inc lud ing par t ic ipat ion in publ ic recyc l ing 

programs, l ight  d imming contro l  and storm 

water reuse.
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FIGURE 2.10 | Movies With a View (courtesy of Etienne Fossard) Top Left

FIGURE 2.12 | Childrens Playground (courtesy of Creative Commons) Bottom

FIGURE 2.11 | Harbor View Lawn (courtesy of  Etienne Fossard) Top Right
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Lafayette Greens

SIZE

DILEMMAS

PROGRAMS

MAINTENANCE + 
MANAGEMENT

DESIGN CONCEPTS

CONTEXT

GOALS

.47 acres

Urban |  Detro i t , Mich igan

Creat ing a publ ic space to serve the 

c i t i zens of  downtown Detro i t . 

Product ive, Beaut i fu l , Insp i r ing, were the 3 

key concepts kept in mind for  the creat ion 

of  th is  urban garden in downtown Detro i t . 

Orchard, ra ised garden beds, promenade, 

garden t re l l i s, open lawn space, b ioswale, 

ter race, ch i ldren’s garden, and garden sheds. 

A space where a communi ty can come 

together and learn about susta inable 

methods: s tormwater management and water 

usage, mater ia l  re-use, urban b io-d ivers i ty, 

e f f ic ient  organic growing methods

This s i te is  tended by Compuware 

vo lunteers and fe l low c i ty  dwel lers. 
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FIGURE 2.14 | Community Education Class (courtesy of Creative Commons)Top

FIGURE 2.13 | Lafayette Greens Sculpture (courtesy of Jeff Ruben) Bottom



58 | SOCIAL LANDSCAPES

Discovery Green

SIZE

DILEMMAS

PROGRAMS

MAINTENANCE + 
MANAGEMENT

DESIGN CONCEPTS

CONTEXT

GOALS

12 acres 

Urban |  Houston, Texas

Underdeveloped concrete eyesore.

Prov ide an uncommonly beaut i fu l , urban 

green space in the hear t  of  Houston that 

ser ves as a v i l lage green for  our c i ty, a 

source of  hea l th and happiness for  our 

c i t i zens and a window into the incredib le 

d ivers i ty  of  ta lents and t rad i t ions

Interact ive founta in, pond and water gardens, 

p layground, botan ica l  gardens, be low grade 

park ing, landform amphi theater, outdoor s tage 

f rames, a great  lawn, and cafe. 

The des ign of  the park emphas izes 

connect iv i ty  to the c i ty  surrounding i t , 

accommodates a wide range of  act iv i t ies 

whi le s t i l l  prov id ing the exper ience of  a green 

oas is. The resu l t  is  a space that  ce lebrates 

the c i ty ’s her i tage, but  a lso features a wide 

range of  ameni t ies. 

In addi t ion to maintenance staf f  that  works 

on the grounds there is  a a lso a vo lunteer 

program that  a ids in the s i te ’s maintenance. 
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FIGURE 2.15 | Ice Skating Rink (courtesy of Creative Commons) Top Left
FIGURE 2.16 | Community Workout Class (courtesy of Creative Commons) Top Left

FIGURE 2.17 | Evening Amenities (courtesy of Creative Commons) Bottom
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CityGarden 

SIZE

DILEMMAS

PROGRAMS

MAINTENANCE + 
MANAGEMENT

DESIGN CONCEPTS

CONTEXT

GOALS

3 acres

Urban |  St . Louis, Missour i

Underdeveloped c iv ic space, d isconnected 

f rom other act iv i t ies.

Make an inv i t ing and insp i r ing publ ic p lace 

d isp lay ing  twenty four contemporary 

scu lptures; create d iverse spaces and 

exper iences; make i t  beaut i fu l , engaging, 

and access ib le year-round; and prov ide 

p lenty of  shade and water.

Sculptures for  v iewing and c l imbing, ra in 

gardens,  spray p laza, v ideo wal l , ter race 

over look, seat ing areas, and founta ins. 

Weaves innovat ive s tormwater management 

s t ra teg ies wi th abst ract ions of  loca l  geology, 

hydro logy, and p lant  communi t ies to create a 

mul t i - faceted publ ic space that  has become 

a magnet for  loca ls and tour is ts a l ike.

24-hours a day secur i ty  s ta f f  and cameras.  
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FIGURE 2.18 | Spray Plaza (courtesy of Creative Commons) Top Left

FIGURE 2.19 | Food Truck Stand (courtesy of Creative Commons) Top Right
FIGURE 2.20 | Split Basin (courtesy of Creative Commons) Bottom
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Synthesis of Precedent Amenities

There are many ameni t ies that are ident i f ied 

through the precedent study analys is. The study 

of these ameni t ies is a cr i t ica l  component 

in understanding the types of ameni t ies that 

should be implemented into Washington Square 

Park in order to maximum amount of act iv i t ies 

to occur on s i te. F igure 2.21 provides a 

summary of the ameni t ies found throughout the 

precedent analys is. Use of gardens, terracing, 

and f ixed seat ing is seen in a l l  the precedents. 

Intervent ions that had var ied vegetat ion, 

d i f ferent level  spaces, a var iat ion of seat ing, 

and on-si te ar t  insta l la t ions provided ameni t ies 

that helped the success of the design. Whi le 

these designs were successfu l , spaces for 

open lawn and recreat ional courts were seen 

less throughout the precedents. This does not 

mean that these ameni t ies were not re lated to 

successfu l  designs, rather that the s i te may not 

have been able to accommodate a space of that 

s ize wi th in i ts boundar ies. Further invest igat ion 

of opt ions of how to implement 

large scale ameni t ies in a smal l  c iv ic space wi l l 

be done in order to maximize the amount of

ameni t ies that can be implemented into the s i te. 
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SUMMARY OF PRECEDENT AMENITIES

AMENITIES

OPEN LAWN

INTERACTIVE INSTALLATIONS

PLANTERS

TERRACE

FIXED SEATING

GARDENS

WALKING/RUNNING PATHS

BIKE PATHS

RESTROOMS

PARKING

TRANSPORTATION ACCESS

RECYCLING

RECREATIONAL COURTS

FOOD

AMPHITHEATER

PLAZA

WATER FEATURE

MOVABLE SEATING

ART INSTALLATIONS

PIER 1 LAFAYETTE GREENS DISCOVERY GREEN CITY GARDEN

FIGURE 2.21 | Summary of Precedent Amenities (by Author)



64 | SOCIAL LANDSCAPES

Synthesis of Precedents

Through the ana lys is of  the precedents, we 

ga in ins ight  on how each des ign may be re la ted 

to the goals for  th is  pro ject , and how that 

re la t ionsh ip is  t rans la ted onto the s i te through 

poss ib le ameni t ies for  Washington Square Park. 

A l l  four des igns focused on creat ing a wel l -

rounded dest inat ion for  the users of  the s i te by 

inc lud ing some type of  soc ia l , economic, and 

cu l tura l  ameni t ies wi th in the s i te boundar ies. 

A l l  o f  the s i tes inc luded programming that 

was su i ted for  the type of  users they foresaw 

us ing the s i te, which main ly cons is ted of  a l l 

age groups. Ameni t ies repeated throughout 

these stud ies inc luded: ter races, p lanters, f ixed 

seat ing, t ranspor ta t ion access, and recyc l ing. 

In addi t ion, in two of  the des igns communi ty 

programs were in i t ia l i zed. These programs have 

he lped to create a complete ly d i f ferent  leve l  of 

in teract ion amongst the users of  the s i te. Other 

ins ight fu l  des ign moves inc luded: incorporat ing 

ar t / in teract ive insta l la t ions to of fer  conversat ion 

top ics on the s i te, exerc ise ameni t ies that 

created opportun i t ies for  ind iv idua l  or  group 

act iv i ty, and increas ing access ib i l i ty  to 

the surrounding context  of  the s i te. These 

precedents prov ide ins ight  in to the k inds of 

successfu l  des igns that  have an ef fect  on the 

users wel l -be ing. A long wi th the ex is t ing p lans 

and pro ject  re la ted l i terature goals, these 

precedent goals + object ives wi l l  be added 

to the f ina l  goa ls + object ives for  Washington 

Square Park. 
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Chapter Summary

The rev iew of  the ex is t ing p lans, pro ject 

re la ted l i terature, and precedents has he lped 

to estab l ish a set  of  pro ject  goals + object ives. 

An ind iv idua l  set  of  goals + object ives was 

der ived f rom each of  the chapter sect ions 

which were then combined in to a set  of 

pro ject  goals + object ives as summar ized in 

f igure 2.22. The compi la t ion of  these goals 

of fers a representat ion of  the needs of  the 

s takeholders, the c i ty, user groups, and the 

knowledge of  profess iona ls in the rea lm of 

research and des ign. By drawing f rom severa l 

resources, I  am conf ident that  the ana lys is, 

des ign in ter vent ions, and des ign a l l  are based 

on a s t rong foundat ion that  is  theory based 

and sens i t ive to the goals of  the c i ty  and 

stakeholders, as wel l  as remain ing t rue to 

the personal  goals that  I  set  forward at  the 

beginn ing of  th is  pro ject . 
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FIGURE 2.22 | Project Goals (by Author)
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Create a diverse array of events, gathering places, and opportunities to foster 
social interaction.

Create a unique built environment that of what is already existing in the area. 

Maintain a dense mix of buildings and uses.

Ensure connection are prominent and accessible.

Incorporate transit proposals to the final design of the site.

Incorporate activities for user to visit at all times of the day.

Incorporate areas for recreation within the site. 

Reinforce the redevelopment of the site with the goals of the GDAP.

Create a walkable downtown with the highest pedestrian design level.

Create a connected downtown that provides a visual and physical connection 
between districts.

Design interventions should focus on increasing activities. 

Create the space into a gathering place and civic hub, serving Crown Center, 
the Crossroads district, as well as the surrounding buildings.

Reduce surface parking lots.

Reduce surface parking lots.

Improve pedestrian environment and accessibility by reducing an 
auto-oriented corridor.

Mitigate the physical constraints of the adjacent land by making use of it and 
capping it, in order to extend the park closer to Crossroads District. 

Create a dynamic space that welcomes all ages.

Create a site that will become an iconic, multi-purpose destination space.

Consider the types of meeting places on site so that social interaction can occur 
at a community wide scale, which can help to strengthen the urban culture.

Reduce pedestrian barriers that help to increase the accessibility  from district 
to districts. 

Incorporate stops for a complete transit system that increases connectivity 
though the downtown activity centers.

Implement activities that foster human interaction.

Offer a wide variety of site amenities for its users. 

Remove pedestrian connections that deter users from interacting with the site. 

Offer a wide range of natural settings to soften the aesthetic. 

Provide activities that vary in scale.

Incorporate health promoting activities on the site.  

Introduce activities/programs that create volunteer opportunities for the community.

PROJECT GOALS





This chapter expands on the discoveries that are 

made through the process of research. This chapter 

introduces the path of methods that this project takes 

in order to answer the initial research question.

DISCOVER
03
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Path of Methods
METHODOLOGY

In  order to address th is quest ion I  wi l l  be 

fo l lowing a f ive-par t  methodology. The in i t ia l 

three par ts wi l l  inc lude a l i terature rev iew, 

precedent s tud ies, and s i te inventory and 

ana lys is. From these in i t ia l  par ts I  w i l l  synthes is 

the re levant in format ion and compi le a l is t  of 

goals + object ives.  These goals + object ives 

wi l l  he lp to in form the f ina l  two par ts of  my 

methods, which are an in ter vent ion rubr ic and 

u l t imate ly a des ign proposa l  for  Washington 

Square Park. (see F igure 3.1)

FIGURE 3.1 | Path of Methods (by Author)
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Existing Plans + Project Related Theory

The f i rs t  s tep of  th is  research pro ject  was to 

rev iew of  the l i terature. An in i t ia l  rev iew of 

the l i terature was summar ized in the prev ious 

sect ion. The sect ion d iv ided the l i terature in to 

three categor ies: ex is t ing p lans, pro ject  re la ted 

l i terature, and precedent s tud ies.

In order to keep wi th the over arch ing v is ion 

of  the Greater Downtown Kansas Ci ty Area, i t 

was cr i t ica l  to assess the ex is t ing p lans for  the 

c i ty. The f i rs t  p lan that  was ana lyzed at  was the 

Greater Downtown Area Plan created by the 

Ci ty of  Kansas Ci ty, which addressed the s i te at 

a reg iona l  sca le. I t  is  a co l lect ive v is ion for  the 

Greater Downtown Area that  inc ludes s t ra teg ies 

for  fu ture development. The Washington 

Square Park request  for  Qual i f icat ion/Proposal 

addresses the s i te as a s i te-speci f ic  des ign 

pro ject . Whi le th is request  is  focused on 

Washington Square Park many of  the ideas 

s tem f rom the GDAP. In addi t ion, the Kansas 

Ci ty Des ign Center ’s proposa l  for  Washington 

Square Park was ident i f ied as a p lan that  can 

broaden the knowledge of  the s i te through a 

d i f ferent  s i te proposa l . Last ly, the Kansas Ci ty 

Downtown Street  Car p lan, which prov ided 

an understanding of  the connect ions to the 

surrounding ne ighborhoods that  th is  p lan 

could create, speci f ica l ly  by increas ing the 

access ib i l i ty  to potent ia l  users of  the s i te. The 

second set  of  l i terature is  der ived f rom the 

synthes is of  key top ics f rom pro ject  re la ted 

theory. The key top ics that  are inc luded in th is 

sect ion are soc ia l  connect iv i ty, user wel l -be ing, 

and urban c iv ic spaces. 

The synthes is of  the l i terature he lped to ident i fy 

a set  of  goals + object ives for  the pro ject , 

that  were grounded through ex is t ing p lans and 

ex is t ing theor ies that  address both reg iona l  and 

loca l  issues of  the s i te. U l t imate ly, these goals 

wi l l  he lp to in form the des ign proposa l  for 

Washington Square Park.

LITERATURE REVIEW
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Precedent Studies

The th i rd sect ion of  the l i terature incorporated 

a d iscuss ion about precedent s tud ies. A ser ies 

of  precedent s tud ies served as a component 

to the methods of  th is  pro ject  in order to 

ident i fy  successfu l  bu i l t  env i ronments that  have 

been des igned to promote hea l thy l i fes ty les. 

These des ign st ra teg ies wi l l  be the bas is that 

wi l l  he lp to in form good des ign techniques 

when creat ing bui l t  env i ronments that  he lp to 

increase the user ’s soc ia l  in teract ion as wel l 

as the i r  genera l  wel l -be ing. For the most par t 

these precedents are pro jects that  have been 

created for  c iv ic urban spaces.

Select ing precedents that  were current  and 

re levant to the profess ion was a cr i t ica l 

component to narrowing down the precedent 

l i s t . The pr imary source for  my se lect ion was 

a new guide on Heal th Benef i ts  of  Nature 

that  was re leased by the Amer ican Society of 

Landscape Arch i tects in September of  2013. 

Th is gu ide expla ins the long and shor t- term 

heal th benef i ts  of  spending t ime in outdoor 

spaces. A l though my main research quest ion 

focuses on increas ing soc ia l  in teract ion in

urban spaces, an added component to my 

research is  understanding how th is in teract ion 

can lead to l iv ing a hea l th ier  l i fes ty le. As 

d iscussed in the l i terature por t ion of  my 

proposa l  soc ia l  in teract ion is  a key component 

d i rect ly  re la ted to increas ing a person’s overa l l 

wel l -be ing. By ana lyz ing these precedents i t  w i l l 

h igh l ight  a wide var ie ty of  successfu l  des igns 

in urban communi t ies that  show how cer ta in 

des ign in ter vent ions can be in tegrated in to the 

bui l t  env i ronment to foster  user wel l -be ing.
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In order to establish the current condit ions of the 

site a site inventory and analysis was conducted 

for the site. Understanding the site condit ions 

and its surrounding context from a site users 

perspective helped to inform whether there 

are any obstacles that may not be able to be 

identif ied through maps. This is an important part 

of this process because the information gathered 

during this process fuels the site analysis and 

ult imately the design process. 

An init ial site visit was made in the early fal l 

semester fol lowed by one later in the fal l 

semester. These were both casual visits to the 

site that al lowed for a better understanding of 

the scale of the site and its context. Site visits 

are needed in order to conduct an in-depth site 

inventory. The findings from these visits yielded 

diagrams and maps, which elaborate on the 

existing condit ions of the site. These maps were 

determined by a series of questions asked once 

the synthesis of project goals was completed. 

SITE INVENTORY + ANALYSIS



79 INTRODUCE |

The in ter vent ion rubr ic for  th is  pro ject 

categor izes the des ign in ter vent ions that  were 

estab l ished throughout the mapping phase of 

th is  pro ject . These maps he lp to ident i fy  what 

rea l is t ic  oppor tun i t ies could be implemented 

in to the redevelopment of  Washington Square 

Park.

The opportun i t ies that  were ident i f ied through 

the mapping process he lped to revea l  a 

commonal i ty  amongst the opportun i t ies 

that  he lped to d iv ide the rubr ic in to three 

sect ions; in ter vent ions that  focused on act iv i ty, 

connect iv i ty, and v is ib i l i ty  for  Washington 

Square Park. Dis t i l l ing the opportun i t ies in to 

these three categor ies wi l l  prov ide a set  of 

des ign in ter vent ions for  Washington Square 

Park that  mi t igate the s i te ’s current  soc ia l  and 

phys ica l  issues that  h inder soc ia l  in teract ion 

f rom occurr ing in th is space. 

INTERVENTION RUBRIC
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Design Proposal

The f ina l  component to the masters repor t  is 

the appl icat ion of  the in ter vent ion rubr ic. The 

rubr ic wi l l  he lp to in form that  des ign proposa l 

for  the redevelopment of  Washington Square 

Park. The proposa l  wi l l  inc lude a var ie ty of 

des ign components that  fu l f i l l  the opportun i t ies 

ident i f ied throughout the mapping por t ion of 

the pro ject . Th is process wi l l  be v isua l ized 

through graphic representat ion of  suppor t ing 

d iagrams and a conceptua l  des ign.
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Chapter Summary

The path of methods for th is project is focused 

around creat ing a set of intervent ions for 

Washington  Square Park that increases socia l 

interact ion. By using a process that synthesizes 

cr i t ica l  informat ion f rom the l i terature rev iew, 

then quest ions the goals through a s i te 

inventory and analys is, opportuni t ies for the s i te 

are able to be dist i l led in order to create an 

intervent ion rubr ic. This rubr ic is the compi lat ion 

of the research, quest ioning, and mapping done 

in order to apply a set of design intervent ions 

that wi l l  in form a f ina l  design proposal for a 

socia l  landscape in Washington Square Park 

(see Figure 3.2).
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V
IB

R
A

N
T Create a diverse array of events, gathering places + opportunities for social interaction.

Incorporate activities for users to visit at all times of the day.
Design interventions should focus on increasing activities.
Create dynamic space, that welcomes all ages.
Implement activities that foster human activities.
Offer a wide range of natural settings to soften aesthetic. 

D
IS

TI
N

C
T

Create a unique built environment to that of what already exists.
Incorporate areas of recreation.
Create a civic hub that serves the Crossroad sand Crown Center district.
Create a site that will become an iconic, multi-purpose destination space.
Offer a wide variety of site amenities.
Provide amenities that vary in scale.
Introduce activities that create volunteer opportunities for the community.

C
O

N
N

EC
TE

D

Incorporate transit proposals to final design.
Create a connected downtown that provides a visual and physical connection between districts.
Mitigate the physical constraints of the adjacent land by making use of it and capping the site.
Incorporate stops for a complete transit system that increases connectivity between districts.
Remove pedestrian connections that deter users from interacting with the site.

U
R

B
A

N

Maintain dense mix of building uses
Reinforce the redevelopment of the site with the goals of the GDAP.
Reduce surface parking lots to increase amount of civic space around the site.
Consider the types of meeting places on site so that interaction can occur at a community scale.
Increase mixed use development in order to activate edges or spaces adjacent to a site-wide scale.

W
A

LK
A

B
LE Ensure connections are prominent and accessible.

Create a walkable downtown with the highest level of pedestrian design.
Improve pedestrian environment and accessibility by revealing auto-oriented corridor.
Reduce pedestrian barriers that help to increase the accessibility from surrounding districts. 

GOALS + OBJECTIVES
What other activities can be found in neighborhood districts?
What type of annual activities occur on site?
What type of activities that currently occur on site?
Who will be using the areas?
What times is the park used the most?
Where would natural elements be best suited?

Where is the most active pathway?
Are there bikeshare stations close to the site?
Where are the parking areas on the site?
What physical barriers are around the site?

What are the surrounding building uses?
What design concepts can be applied from the precedents?
What spaces adjacent to the site can be capitalized on?
What type of community events occur on site?
Where are there residential/mixed use buildings?

Where are the closest public transit stops?
How far away are the Crossroads and Crown Center district?
What spaces adjacent to the site can be capitalized on?
How can existing public transit be connections be strengthened?
What are the existing pedestrian connections to the site?

What are the existing trails in the area?
What other activity hubs are in the area?
What amenities does the site have?
Who currently uses the site the most often?
What are the demographics of the area?
What types of community programs are offered on site?
What are unique features of the site?

QUESTIONS

FIGURE 3.2 | Approach of Methods to Implement Design (by Author)
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SYNTHESIZE
04

This chapter reveals the synthesis of the site 

inventory and analysis. Project goals derived from the 

previous chapter informed the scope of analysis to 

be narrowed down to create a set of analysis maps. 

These maps will identify the intervention rubric for 

Washington Square Park.
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Upon the complet ion of  the l i terature rev iew, 

a set  of  pro ject  goals + object ives were 

der ived that  re f lected re levant pro ject  theory, 

the needs of  Downtown Kansas Ci ty and the 

s takeholders of  Washington Square Park, 

and successfu l ly  bu i l t  urban c iv ic spaces in 

landscape arch i tecture. The combinat ion of  the 

goals der ived f rom the l i terature were the in i t ia l 

dr ivers for  a des ign st ra tegy for  Washington 

Square Park. In order to create a f ina l  des ign 

for  the s i te, a s i te ana lys is was completed to 

in form the in ter vent ion rubr ic for  the s i te. 

Pro ject  goals der ived f rom the prev ious chapter 

in formed a ser ies of  quest ions that  were asked, 

in order to narrow down the scope of  ana lys is. 

These quest ions per ta ined to the current  s i te 

and i ts  context , and determined how the goals 

could be appl ied to the s i te. U l t imate ly these 

quest ions in formed a set  of  maps for  the 

ana lys is por t ion of  the pro ject . 

Once the inventor y and ana lys is were 

completed the content  was synthes ized once 

again. The cu lminat ion of  data gathered 

was then ana lyzed again and commonal i t ies 

between the maps he lped to d is t i l l  the 

in format ion in to three common categor ies. 

These categor ies are act iv i ty, connect iv i ty, 

and v is ib i l i ty. I t  is  these categor ies that  make 

up the three focus areas in which the des ign 

in ter vent ions are categor ized.

SITE INVENTORY + ANALYSIS
Approach
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FIGURE 4.1 | Design Approach (by Author)
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Ident i fy ing the ex is t ing act iv i ty  hubs of  the 

Downtown Kansas Ci ty area revea led that  many 

of  these hubs are located adjacent to the s i te. 

F igure 4.2 locates these s i tes and ident i f ies  

where potent ia l  users are act ivat ing areas in 

the ne ighbor ing d is t r ic ts. These hubs in form 

us that  there are large amounts of  act iv i ty  in 

cer ta in areas, as wel l  as the opportun i ty  to 

draw users f rom those hubs in to Washington 

Square Park. Crown Center and Union Stat ion 

of fer  the most promise in at t ract ing users to 

the s i te, through poss ib le implementat ion of 

s i te connect ions.

FIGURE 4.2 | Activity Hubs (by Author)
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Events

There is  a lack of  communi ty events that  occur 

in Washington Square Park. Current ly  on ly 

one event takes p lace on s i te, which is  the 

I r ish Fest . A l l  o ther events are races which 

take p lace around the s i te and do not act ive ly 

engage people in to Washington Square Park. 

Developing permanent ameni t ies that  a l low 

events to be he ld on s i te would be benef ic ia l , 

in order to estab l ish Washington Square Park 

as an urban c iv ic hub. A l lowing for  a var ie ty of 

d i f ferent  sca led ameni t ies can appeal  to var ious 

sca les of  user groups.

FIGURE 4.3 | Events (by Author)
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ACTIVITY
Site Activity

Use of Amenities

Washington Square Park

Footpaths N

FIGURE 4.4 | Site Activity (by Author)

Observat ions done on s i te a l lowed to ga in 

a bet ter  understanding of  how the s i te was 

being used throughout the day and i f  soc ia l  

in teract ion was preva lent  by users on the s i te. 

F igure 4.4 i l lus t ra tes the h ierarchy of  act iv i ty 

wi th in the s i te. From the observat ions I  was 

able to make i t  was noted that  the major i ty 

of  the users were pedest r ians that  were 

us ing edges of  the space as routes to get 

them to and f rom dest inat ions on Main St or 

Grand Blvd. Users that  s tayed on the s i te had 

l imi ted ameni t ies. The users cons is ted main ly 

of  bus iness workers tak ing the i r  lunch on a 

bench, or pat rons of  the t rans i t  system that 

were wai t ing for  the bus to ar r ive. Whi le the 

lack of  ameni t ies for  users was unfor tunate to 

observe, the inact ive space a l lows for  ext reme 

in ter vent ions to take p lace in order to increase 

in teract ion amongst users.  
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FIGURE 4.5 | Land Use (by Author)

Assess ing the surrounding context  of  the s i te 

is  a cr i t ica l  component in determin ing the 

types of  soc ia l  in teract ions that  may a l ready be 

tak ing p lace in and or around the s i te. F igure 

4.5 ident i f ies that  loca l  re ta i l  bus inesses and 

food and beverage estab l ishments are miss ing 

around the ex is t ing s i te. In t roducing these 

types of  bus inesses on or around the s i te could 

potent ia l ly  draw a whole new type of  users 

group to the s i te. 
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CONNECTIVITY
Walkability

Topographic Barrier
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Legend

Observat ions done on s i te a l lowed me to ga in 

a bet ter  understanding of  how the s i te was 

being used throughout the day, and i f  soc ia l  

in teract ion was preva lent  by users on the s i te. 

F igure 4.10 i l lus t ra tes the h ierarchy of  act iv i ty 

wi th in the s i te. From the observat ions I  was 

able to make I  noted that  the major i ty  of  the 

users of  the s i te are pedest r ians that  are us ing 

edges of  the space as routes to get  them 

to and f rom dest inat ions on Main Street  or 

Grand Blvd. Users that  s tayed on the s i te had 

l imi ted ameni t ies. The users cons is ted main ly 

of  bus iness workers tak ing the i r  lunch on a 

bench, or pat rons of  the t rans i t  system that 

were wai t ing for  the bus to ar r ive. Whi le the 

lack of  ameni t ies for  users was unfor tunate to 

observe, the inact ive space a l lows for  ext reme 

in ter vent ions to take p lace in order to increase 

in teract ion amongst users.  
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N

FIGURE 4.6 | Walkability (by Author)
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Public Transit
CONNECTIVITY

Streetcar Route

Proposed Streetcar Route

Streetcar Stop

Bus Stop

Bus Route

Railroad 

Activity Node

Washington Square Park

Site Boundary

Legend

N

FIGURE 4.7 | Public Transit (by Author)

Washington Square Park is  surrounded by 

var ious modes of  publ ic t rans i t . The use of 

these publ ic t rans i t  s ta t ions have an important 

ro le in the development of  the space. There are 

severa l  connect ions that  a l low users to eas i ly 

access the bus, b ikes share s ta t ions, and the 

proposed st reetcar. Hav ing a var ie ty of  t rans i t 

systems so c lose to the s i te can have a pos i t ive 

impact on  the success of  the s i te. These 

systems can impact the amount of  people who 

can v is i t  the s i te that  are far ther than a 1/4 

mi le walk ing d is tance f rom the s i te. 
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Bike Routes

Bike Share Stations

Activity Node

Bike Routes

Washington Square Park

Site Boundary

Legend

N

FIGURE 4.8 | Bike Routes (by Author)

In addi t ion to the ex is t ing bus system and 

st reetcar system, b ike systems are ex is t ing 

to the nor th and south of  the s i te. Whi le the 

systems are located c lose to the s i te that  is  an 

obv ious d isconnect between the ne ighbor ing 

systems. Estab l ish ing a su i tab le route for  users 

to access on s i te that  connects to the ex is t ing 

routes and a l lows areas for  added b ike share 

s ta t ions could increase heal th re la ted ameni t ies 

on s i te. 
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Residential
CONNECTIVITY

Mixed Use Residential

Multi-Family Residential

Washington Square Park

Site Boundary N

The res ident ia l  populat ion in the ne ighbor ing 

d is t r ic ts are sparse. The only res idents that 

have a d i rect  connect ion to Washington Square 

Park, are located to the south in condomin iums 

wi th in Crown Center and to the nor th in 

mul t i - fami ly  res ident ia l  spaces found in the 

Western Auto Bui ld ing. The lack of  res idents is 

a cr i t ica l  issue in the success of  Washington 

Square Park. In order to create a space that 

fosters soc ia l  in teract ion at  a personal  and 

communi ty sca le, there must be res ident ia l 

deve lopment. By increas ing the hous ing in 

the area, i t  w i l l  he lp to mend the res ident ia l 

gap between d is t r ic ts and a lso increases the 

amount of  potent ia l  users in the area that  can 

l ive in a walkable d is tance f rom the s i te. 
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Employees

Washington Square Park

Site Boundary

Number of Employees

7000+/-

0-6

N

There are many urban ameni t ies around 

Washington Square Park area that  can increase 

the types of  potent ia l  users that  could be 

at t racted to the s i te. These people could be 

anyone work ing, l i v ing, shopping, or tour ing 

the area. In addi t ion to res idents of  the area, 

employees are potent ia l  users that  should be 

accounted for  in the redevelopment of  the 

s i te. The ana lys is in F igure 4.16 adapted f rom 

KCDC shows that  there is  a large amount of 

employees that  surround the s i te, speci f ica l ly 

in the southern ha l f  of  the proposed s i te, 

where many of  the of f ice bu i ld ings are 

located. Understanding the employees needs 

and incarcerat ing access ib le pathways and 

programming to f i t  the i r  schedules can 

potent ia l ly  a t t ract  a large user group to the s i te.  
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VISIBILITY
Pedestrian Accessibility

Pedestrian Skywalk

Pedestrian Walkway

Pedestrian Crosswalk

Access Points

Washington Square Park

Site Boundary

There are many ex is t ing paths and access 

points that  can be found in and around 

Washington Square Park. These pathways are 

cr i t ica l  to asses so that  the h ighest  leve l  of 

pedest r ian access ib i l i ty  is  be ing met. Whi le 

there are many paths wi th in and around the s i te 

they are not prov id ing the best  poss ib le use to 

the s i te and i ts  surrounding spaces. Eva luat ing 

the adjacent spaces and creat ing d i rect  routes 

that  engage people in to the s i te in an ef f ic ient 

manner wi l l  prov ide more opportun i t ies for 

potent ia l  users to access the s i te. In addi t ion 

removing a l ternat ive pedest r ian routes that 

deter users f rom access ing the s i te at  ground 

leve l  wi l l  increase the amount of  potent ia l  users.

N

FIGURE 4.11 | Pedestrian Accessibility  (by Author)

M
ai

n 
St

Gr
an

d 
Bl

vd

W
al

nu
t S

t

Pershing Rd  

20th St  



99 SYNTHESIZE |

View Sheds

Views approaching the site from the W+E

Views approaching the site from the N+S

Washington Square Park

Site Boundary

One of the main features that is  seen wi th in 

the s i te are the v iews to the nor th of Downtown 

Kansas Ci ty. This is a very d is t inct  character is t ic 

that  Washington Square Park current ly holds. 

Mainta in ing and enhancing these v iews f rom the 

park is a cr i t ica l  component to the development 

of  the s i te. Not on ly is  th is  a d is t inct  a t t r ibute 

of  the s i te, but  i t  a lso re in forces the connect ion 

wi th the ne ighbor ing d is t r ic ts in the Downtown 

Urban Core to the nor th of  the s i te. The v iews 

that  are seen upon the arr iva l  to the s i te are 

a lso important . These are the f i rs t  v iews of 

the s i te that  potent ia l  users wi l l  see, and wi l l 

determine i f  the ameni t ies on s i te is  des i rab le 

enough to engage them past  the per iphery 

of  the s i te. The p lacement of  ameni t ies and 

creat ing t ransparency a long the edge wi l l  be 

cr i t ica l  to engage users in to the s i te. 

Access Points

View shed towards Downtown

Undisturbed View sheds

Washington Square Park

Site Boundary

N

N

FIGURE 4.12 | Pedestrian Views towards Downtown (by Author)

FIGURE 4.13 | Pedestrian Views onto the Site (by Author)
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INTERVENTION RUBRIC
Synthesis of Interventions

The analys is of  each of  the prev ious ly expla ined 

maps he lped to in form the in ter vent ion 

rubr ic for  the des ign of  soc ia l  landscapes 

in Washington Square Park. Commonal i t ies 

between the opportun i t ies and const ra in ts of 

the s i te were ident i f ied throughout the ana lys is 

and d iv ided the rubr ic in to three categor ies: 

Act iv i ty, Connect iv i ty, and V is ib i l i ty. The 

ind iv idua l  in ter vent ions for  Washington Square 

Park are i l lus t ra ted in F igure 4.14.

ACTIVITY

Create a wide variety event spaces that can be used 
for individual or community wide interaction.

Increase the amount of local retail and food and
beverage that is accessible to users on the site.

Create activities that cater to all ages groups, in order 
to make this a family friendly destination. 

Incorporate amenities that cater to community 
groups in order to mitigate social dilemmas that are 
seen throughout the neighboring districts.

Incorporate amenities that engage users into the site, 
rather than just using the edges as footpaths.

Place amenities a minimum of .25 miles away from 
each other on the site in order to keep activities hubs 
at a walkable distance from each other.

FIGURE 4.14 | Intervention Rubric (by Author)
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CONNECTIVITY VISIBILITY

Extend park boundaries to the north in order to 
create stronger connection within the Kansas City 
Downtown Urban Core. 

Maintain views of downtown Kansas City that are 
seen to the north of the site. 

Eliminate topographic barriers by capping the 
adjacent parking lot, and making it easily accessible 
for pedestrians.

Incorporate a lush variety of vegetation that is 
aesthetically pleasing throughout the seasons. 

Maintain the existing transit stops. Incorporate new 
transit amenities to the area that fosters social 
interaction from the users. 

Capitalize on the views seen by users as they ap-
proach the site, by placing major amenities that 
create many activities in these areas. 

Add a bike share station within the proposed 
boundaries of the site.

Emphasize street level connections by making sure 
that pathways are clear and safe.

Develope a plan for mixed use development into 
the site, in order to increase housing in the area and 
increase to amount of potential users.

Incorporate amenities that cater to community 
groups in order to mitigate social dilemmas that are 
seen throughout the neighboring districts.

Emphasize access points of the site in order to draw 
potential users attention into the rest of the site. 

Maintain transparency of site amenities along the 
periphery of the civic space. 





This chapter reflects the culmination of goals + objectives, 

questioning, and the synthesis of maps that were completed 

throughout this project. It is the implementation of design 

interventions for a social landscape in Washington Square Park.  

DESIGN
05
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Design Intent
DESIGN PROPOSAL

This des ign proposa l  of fers a v is ion for 

Washington Square Park as an urban c iv ic 

anchor for  soc ia l  in teract ion. Based on goals 

+ object ives that  were der ived f rom l i terature 

that   addresses the needs of  Downtown 

Kansas Ci ty and the s takeholders of  the 

s i te, th is  des ign takes urban c iv ic des ign to 

another leve l . The proposed des ign ref lects an 

approach that  addresses a l l  o f  the in ter vent ion 

rubr ic components for  the s i te to become a 

c iv ic anchor where res idents of  the downtown 

urban core can expose themselves to soc ia l 

in teract ion through the benef i ts  that  an urban 

env i ronment can of fer.

The f ina l  s tep of  the pro ject  approach is  the 

des ign. The des ign proposa l  is  the cu lminat ion 

and appl icat ion of  goals + object ives der ived 

f rom the l i terature, quest ion ing, and the 

synthes is of  maps f rom the s i te inventor y and 

ana lys is. The des ign proposa l  p lays a cr i t ica l 

ro le, because i t  appl ies the in ter vent ion rubr ic 

that  was der ived f rom the pro ject  approach, 

to a des ign the f i ts  the speci f ic  needs of 

Washington Square Park in order to increase 

soc ia l  in teract ion in and around the s i te. 



105 DESIGN |

Design Approach

This des ign approach is  the f ina l  component to 

the pro ject  approach d iscussed in the prev ious 

chapter (see F igure 4.14). I t  is  the appl icat ion 

of  a l l  o f  the research done throughout the 

extent  of  th is  pro ject . But even then the des ign 

requi res an ind iv idua l  approach to reach the 

f ina l  des ign proposa l  for  Washington Square 

Park. Through a process of  des ign. ref inement, 

and ref lect ion the des ign is  cont inuous ly 

assessed. Th is approach a l lowed the des ign 

to be assessed severa l  t imes to ensure the 

des ign met a l l  o f  the in ter vent ion s tandards. 

By fo l lowing th is approach th is des ign proposa l 

would assure that  i t  has the potent ia l  to 

increase soc ia l  in teract ion in Washington 

Square Park.
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Farmers Market

Lounging Terraces

Design Concept

Legend

The proposed des ign for  Washington Square 

Park is  based on des ign in ter vent ions that 

focus on act iv i ty, connect iv i ty, and v is ib i l i ty. The 

three categor ies are par ts of  an in ter vent ion 

rubr ic des igned speci f ica l ly  for  the s i te in order 

to increase soc ia l  in teract ion amongst the users 

of  the s i te. The des ign focuses on two main 

idea expanding the s i te towards the nor th in 

order to s t rengthen the connect ion wi th the 

downtown urban core and maximiz ing on s i te 

ameni t ies. Creat ing an access ib le space that  

potent ia l  users f rom the ne ighbor ing d is t r ic ts 

can access wi l l  he lp to populate the s i te and 

make i t  a c iv ic anchor for  the urban core. In 

addi t ion a wide array of  ameni t ies wi l l  a lso 

at t ract  users to the s i te and he lp Washington 

Square park as a c iv ic anchor that  exposes 

users to a dynamic space wi th many act iv i t ies 

that  can improve the i r  wel l -be ing through 

repet i t i ve exposure to a soc ia l  and act ive space. 
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ACTIVITY | VIBRANT + URBAN

The most cr i t ica l  component to th is des ign 

proposa l  is  creat ing a space that  increases 

soc ia l  in teract ion. In order to do th is a d iverse 

amount of  ameni t ies were implemented in to 

the des ign proposa l . These ameni t ies of fer  an 

array of  act iv i t ies that  foster  soc ia l  in teract ion 

amongst a l l  user types. The implementat ion 

of  un ique ameni t ies wi l l  incorporate new 

programming e lements that  are not act ive ly 

seen in the ne ighbor ing d is t r ic ts and he lp to 

at t ract  a larger group of  potent ia l  users. 
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Site Programming

The proposed des ign for  Washington Square 

park is  a ser ies of  programmed spaces that 

encompass a communal  space for  a l l  to 

en joy at  the core of  the des ign. F igure 5.3 

v isua l ly  i l lus t ra tes the s i te programs wi th in 

the proposed s i te boundar ies. Fo l lowing th is 

d iagram a ser ies of  d iagrams expla in in to more 

deta i l  the main programmed spaces for  the 

des ign.

Existing Buildings

Historic Gardens

Pedestrian Promenade

Great Lawn

Community Garden

Rooftop Rec

Water Plaza

Local Market

Entertainment Lawn

Sculptural Playground

Interactive Grove

Water Wall

Good Eats

Seating Terraces

Legend

FIGURE 5.2 | Site Programming (by Author)

N
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Great Lawn / Entertainment Lawn

Interactive Grove

The Great Lawn is the core of the design for 

Washington Square Park. This is a communal 

space where al l  are welcome to interact with 

one another through recreat ional act iv i ty, 

casual conversat ion, or independent meditat ion. 

Located along the central axis i t  is accessible 

from al l  edges. Organical ly placed vegetat ion 

along the edges provides an informal edge that 

al lows users to escape the formal i ty of the urban 

fabr ic, whi le st i l l  appreciat ing the views of the 

Kansas City Skyl ine. The Lawn is broken into 

two parts, to the north the Entertainment Lawn 

houses a stage that can provide opt ions for large 

or smal l scale entertainment, from l ive concerts 

to weekly community workout classes.

The Interact ive Grove is located on the western 

hal f of the si te. This space was designed for a 

dense canopy of trees atop a natural paving that 

helps to def ine the space. This space houses 

movable benches which can gl ide along a rai l 

system to al low users to enjoy their preferred 

areas of shade or sunl ight. This is a great place 

for potent ia l  users eat lunch on their break, meet 

up with a fr iend, or observe others in the great 

lawn. In this space users wi l l  be exposed the 

calming character ist ics that nature has to offer 

and can escape for a moment their fast moving 

urban l i festy les. 

FIGURE 5.3 | Great Lawn (by Author)

FIGURE 5.4 | Interactive Grove (by Author)

N
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Water Plaza

Sculpture Playground

The Water Plaza act ivates the southern edge of 

the si te. This space catches the eye of potent ia l 

users travel ing along Pershing Rd. and draws 

people in with i t ’s welcoming approach. A ser ies 

of water jets in the center of the space and 

a cascading fountain basin offers a sensory 

experience for pedestr ians walking along the 

per iphery of the si te. Inspired by City Garden, 

this space is a fun interact ive dest inat ion that 

attracts users of al l  ages from near and far, to 

interact and enjoy in the warm summer months.

The Sculpture Playground is located just north 

east of the Water Plaza. This space creates an 

opportuni ty to draw younger users to the si te. 

Instead of using typical playground equipment, 

the space wi l l  house local art ists sculptures 

specif ical ly bui l t  for interact ive use. Changing 

these sculptures annual ly wi l l  a l low exposure 

to many of the local art ists current ly housed in 

the Crossroads Distr ict. Integrat ing the r ich art 

cul ture that is found in the surrounding distr icts, 

wi l l  create a social buzz for the si te and wi l l  help 

to draw more people to the si te from the urban 

core. 

FIGURE 5.3 | Great Lawn (by Author) FIGURE 5.5 | Water Plaza (by Author)

FIGURE 5.4 | Interactive Grove (by Author) FIGURE 5.6 | Sculptural Playground (by Author)

N

N
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Community Garden

Good Eats

FIGURE 5.7 | Community Garden (by Author)

FIGURE 5.8 | Good Eats (by Author)

The Community Garden is  located in the 

northwest area of the park. Whi le the space is 

smal l  in comparison to other programs on si te, i t 

has the potent ia l  to create a large social impact 

with the potent ia l  users of the si te. Generat ing 

act iv i t ies for social groups that meet in this s i te 

can have a dramatic inf luence on the amount 

of social interact ion that can take place on si te. 

This community garden wi l l  a l low community 

members to come together and interact through 

a mutual interest, and educate them on the 

advantages community/home gardens.  

Good Eats combines food related ameniteis into 

one creat ive branding name.  These two areas 

designed around integrat ing access to food 

onto the si te, include the Blue Cross Blue Shield 

Pat io Gri l l  and Food Truck Al ley. The Blue Shield 

Blue Cross Pat io Gri l l  is located on the west and 

Food Truck Al ley is located on the east. Due to 

the high amount of employees around this area, 

integrat ing quick gourmet food opt ions on si te 

is a great way to draw people to the si te dur ing 

their lunch hour. Each of these spaces have 

their own design character ist ics that wi l l  at tract 

di f ferent user, but ul t imately Good Eats can 

attract a large group of users that previously had 

not thought about using this s i te. 
N

N
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Rooftop Rec

Pedestrian Promenade

FIGURE 5.7 | Community Garden (by Author) FIGURE 5.9 | Rooftop Rec (by Author)

FIGURE 5.8 | Good Eats (by Author) FIGURE 5.10 | Pedestrian Promenade (by Author)

The Pedestr ian Promenade was implemented 

throughout the per iphery of the si te as wel l  as 

in the southern port ion, where access through 

the si te was seen most often. Large sidewalks 

provide ample amount of space for people to 

comfortably walk through an al ley of shade 

trees. Creat ing an aesthet ical ly pleasing edge 

wi l l  have the potent ia l  to draw people with just a 

f i rst glance. 

The Rooftop Rec is located at the most northern 

t ip of the capped area. This space is an 

extension of the park that lays atop a proposed 

bui ld ing to the north of the si te. Mult ip le 

recreat ional courts wi l l  integrate organized team 

sports onto the si te, which were previously 

missing. Temporary structures just south of the 

courts wi l l  a l low users to rent sports equipment 

for the Rooftop Rec, or take to the Great Lawn 

and use. 

N

N
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Proposed Development

In  addi t ion to increas ing ameni t ies through 

programmed spaces on s i te, expanding the 

breath of  ameni t ies to inc lude the development 

of  re ta i l  and res ident ia l  bu i ld ings is  cr i t ica l  to 

successfu l ly  increase soc ia l  in teract ion on the 

s i te. The major i ty  of  new bui ld ings have been 

proposed to the nor th of  the s i te. Development 

was a lso proposed a long the edges of  the 

centra l  por t ion of  the s i te in order def ine the 

space as wel l  as create a connect ion wi th the 

surrounding urban context . 

Exisiting Buildings

Proposed Permanant Buildings

Proposed Seasonal Buildings

Legend

FIGURE 5.11 | Proposed Development (by Author)
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Building Use

The proposed bui ld ings in tegrated in to the 

des ign proposa l  are a l l  mixed-use. On the 

nor thern edge of  the s i te the major i ty  are 

mixed-use res ident ia l  bu i ld ings that  of fer 

oppor tun i ty  to increase the res ident ia l  hous ing 

in the area. Wi th in the park s i te the bui ld ings 

are commerc ia l  mixed-used which a l low there 

to be opportun i ty  for  smal l  re ta i l  or  of f ices to 

occupy the lower leve l  of  these bui ld ings. 

Washington Square Park

Commercial Mixed-Use

Residential Mix-Use

Legend

FIGURE 5.12 | Building Use (by Author)

N



116 | SOCIAL LANDSCAPES

Increas ing connect iv i ty  through the in tegrat ion 

of  a walkable and connected s i te was a cr i t ica l 

component to the des ign rubr ic. The major 

des ign move seen in the redevelopment of 

the s i te is  capping the park over an ex is t ing 

park ing area. Whi le th is creates a dramat ic 

change to the s i te, i t  mi t igates many of  the 

phys ica l  const ra in ts that  the s i te is  confronted 

wi th. Access ib i l i ty  to the s i te is  dramat ica l ly 

a l tered and the connect ion wi th the downtown 

urban core is  s t rengthened by extending the 

s i te boundar ies to the nor th.

CONNECTIVITY | WALKABLE + CONNECTED

FIGURE 5.13 | N-S Section Though the Park Looking West (by Author)
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FIGURE 5.14 | W-E Section Though the Park Looking North (by Author)
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Degrees of Site Capping

Adapting the site to conform to the existing 

topographic barriers that surrounds the park was 

crit ical to analyze in order to create a smooth 

transit ion from one end of the park to the other. 

Figure 5.16 i l lustrates the degrees of capping 

that had to occur in order to reach the final 

design proposal. The main area of the park 

(section A) is part of one smooth surface that 

slopes downward with the highest point being 

on the southern portion of the site and the lower 

point being to the north. Section B extends off of 

the larger surface and onto the top of a proposed 

building to the development occurring north 

of the site. Section C is part of the Pedestrian 

Promenade that has a gentle slope downward 

towards the north unti l i t meets grade at the edge 

of the site boundary. 

Existing Site

Buildings

Section B

Legend

Section A

Section C

N

FIGURE 5.15 | Degrees of Site Capping (by Author)
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Site Circulation

A ser ies of  c i rcu la t ion routes were in tegrated 

in to the des ign proposa l  for  Washington Square 

Park. Pr imary c i rcu la t ion routes wi th in the park 

are seen throughout the main axes, speci f ica l ly 

prov id ing d i rect  routes across the s i te whi le 

s t i l l  engaging users through the programmed 

spaces. Secondary c i rcu la t ion routes are 

main ly seen as paths that  connect the d i f ferent 

programs to each other. Access point  were a lso 

def ined to show where the major ent rances 

are and emphas iz ing the i r  re la t ionsh ip wi th the 

surrounding context . 

Buildings

Primary Circulation

Secondary Circulation

Access Points

Legend

N

FIGURE 5.16 | Site Circulation (by Author)
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VISIBILITY | DISTINCT

Increas ing the v is ib i l i ty  of  the s i te was a cr i t ica l 

component to the des ign rubr ic that  u l t imate ly 

in formed in ter vent ions that  made the s i te 

become a d is t inct  c iv ic space for  people to 

v is i t . Mainta in ing character is t ics of  the s i te that 

made the s i te d is t inct  was key. Reta in ing and 

emphas iz ing the v iews towards the downtown 

urban core, as wel l  as address ing the v iews 

that  pedest r ians saw as they approached the 

s i te were cr i t ica l  to asses. By des ign ing the 

space in a way that  would draw people in to the 

s i te through the speci f ic  des ign techniques, 

users wi l l  be more l ike ly to on s i te for  long 

per iods of  t ime.  
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Views

One of the cr i t ica l  in ter vent ions that  was 

estab l ished in the rubr ic was to reta in the 

ex is t ing v iews to the nor th of  the Kansas Ci ty 

Sky l ine. These v iews to the nor th create a 

d is t inct  character is t ic  for  Washington Square 

Park that  makes i t  a des i rab le locat ion to 

v is i t . Extending the s i te to the nor th created 

a s t ronger phys ica l  and v isua l  connect ion that 

he lped to f i l l  the gap in the ex is t ing urban 

fabr ic, caused by the topographic changes that 

occurred on s i te. By reta in ing these v iews not 

on ly wi l l  the s i te have un ique character is t ics 

on ly present on th is s i te, but  they wi l l  act  as a 

conversation starter for potential users of the site.

Existing Buildings

Views from Access Points

Views towards the Downtown

Legend

N

FIGURE 5.17 | Views (by Author)
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Vegetation 

In tegrat ing a lush var ie ty of  vegetat ion onto 

the s i te a l lows users to see an aesthet ica l ly 

p leas ing space before they even enter the s i te 

boundar ies. St ra teg ica l ly  p lac ing the vegetat ion 

throughout the s i te pu l ls  people in to the 

programmed areas and sof tens the r ig id edges 

proposed throughout the des ign. In order to 

keep a t ransparent edge a long the per iphery of 

the s i te, the a l ley t ree were p laced about 40’ 

apar t  a l lowing there to be moments of  sun l ight 

sh in ing in between the t ree canopies. 

Washington Square Park

Natural Planting

On-site Shade Trees

Alley Trees

Legend

N

FIGURE 5.18 | Vegetation (by Author)
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Chapter Summary

The des ign proposa l  for  Washington Square 

Park is  the summat ion of  invest igat ions, 

d iscover ies, and the synthes is of  data that 

u l t imate ly led up to the development of  a 

des ign proposa l . Based on goals + object ives 

that  were der ived f rom l i terature that  

addressed the needs of  Downtown Kansas Ci ty 

and the s takeholders of  the s i te, th is  des ign 

takes urban c iv ic spaces in the Kansas Ci ty 

area to another leve l . 

The appl icat ion of  a des ign rubr ic that  was 

focused on Act iv i ty, Connect iv i ty, and V is ib i l i ty 

a l lowed the des ign to mold in to a s i te that 

re f lected of  the c i ty ’s v is ion of  the s i te. In 

addi t ion the des ign he lped to mi t igate many 

of  the phys ica l  d i lemmas that  the s i te was 

confronted wi th, that  deterred potent ia l  users 

f rom going to Washington Square Park. 

The main in tent  for  the des ign was to i l lus t ra te 

how the methodology for  soc ia l  landscapes can 

in form customized des ign in ter vent ions for  a 

s i te. These in ter vent ions have the potent ia l  to 

create a dramat ic impact on an under des igned 

and under used urban c iv ic space. By making 

soc ia l  in teract ion the pr ior i ty  of  the des ign, 

soc ia l  landscapes focus on fu l f i l l ing the needs 

of  the users. Through th is a t tempt a space is 

created that  is  funct iona l , act ive, and soc ia l 

making people want to return and u l t imate ly 

improve the i r  wel l -be ing through repeated 

exposure of  the space.  
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REFLECT
06

This chapter is a reflective portion to the overall 

projects, a brief discussion of the project will occur 

first. Any limitations that were seen throughout the 

process will be brought to light, as well as any further 

research that could be done. 
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The cu lminat ion of  th is  pro ject  u l t imate ly led 

to creat ing an a l ternat ive des ign so lut ion that 

could be he lpfu l  to the s takeholders and des ign 

team for the redevelopment of  Washington 

Square Park. The complex team st ructure, 

d iscover ies, and r ich knowledge ga ined f rom 

th is process was a reward ing exper ience in 

profess iona l  and personal  ways. 

Socia l  Landscapes def ined an a l ternat ive 

approach to des ign ing urban c iv ic spaces that 

focus on increas ing soc ia l  in teract ion. The 

methodology for  th is  pro ject  fo l lowed a l inear 

process based on invest igat ion, d iscover ies, 

synthes is and u l t imate ly a des ign proposa l  for 

Washington Square Park. The des ign ref lects 

in ter vent ions that  gu ide the development of 

a successfu l  urban c iv ic anchor, as wel l  as 

the v is ion that  the Ci ty of  Kansas Ci ty and 

stakeholders of  the s i te have been longing for, 

for  over 20 years. St ructur ing the des ign 

CONCLUSION	
Discussion of Project

around an in ter vent ion rubr ic based on 

increas ing the Act iv i ty, Connect iv i ty, and 

V is ib i l i ty, is  a d i rect  re f lect ion of  the c i ty ’s 

v is ion of  Washington Square Park and the 

surrounding context .

Whi le th is des ign proposa l  is  a dramat ic change 

to the s i tes ex i t ing condi t ions, the dynamic 

des ign is  customized to the c i ty ’s v is ion 

and surrounding context . Socia l  Landscapes 

exposes des igners to a des ign approach that 

wi l l  lead to successfu l ly  des ign ing for  soc ia l 

in teract ion.
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There were two main l imi ta t ions that  h indered 

th is pro ject  f rom exceeding i ts  potent ia l 

of  becoming an ext remely successfu l  c iv ic 

hub for  soc ia l  in teract ion for  the Downtown 

Kansas Ci ty area. The main issues der ived 

f rom the data that  was col lected in order to 

create the des ign in ter vent ions for  Washington 

Square Park. F i rs t , the object ive dur ing s i te 

v is i ts  should have been p lanned d i f ferent ly 

in order to ga in re levant data for  the pro ject . 

Whi le observat ions are necessary throughout 

s i te inventor y and ana lys is, s i te v is i ts  that 

inc luded on s i te in ter v iews would have been 

more ins ight fu l  to why the s i te isn ’ t  used 

to i ts  fu l l  potent ia l . Creat ing a schedule for 

s i te v is i ts  that  a l lowed for in ter v iews to take 

p lace throughout a l l  season could have g iven 

an accurate understanding of  how the s i te 

is  used especia l ly  dur ing d i f ferent  seasons 

as wel l  as what the s i te is  lack ing f rom a 

users perspect ive. In addi t ion a por t ion of  the 

in format ion for  the ana lys is was gathered f rom 

Limitations of Design

KCDC and the i r  pre l iminary ana lys is of  the 

s i te. S ince the ana lys is was done by them i t 

was assumed that  the data was accurate, but 

through the exchange of  f i les in format ion the 

accuracy of  the mater ia l  could have poss ib ly 

been compromised. 
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would not on ly inc lude the v is ion of  the 

s takeholders but  a lso the v is ion of  the potent ia l 

users. I t  is  l ike ly that  th is  research could lead 

to creat ing des ign in ter vent ions for  the s i te that  

are wel l  suppor ted by the potent ia l  users. Thus 

creat ing a rap id ef fect  on the amount of  soc ia l 

in teract ion that  could occur on the s i te.

Further Research

Due to the t ime rest ra in ts that  th is  year 

presented, there are cer ta in components to th is 

pro ject  that  were not s tud ied fur ther in order 

to complete the pro ject  in the g iven t ime. I f 

th is  pro ject  was researched fur ther, an in depth 

understanding of  the potent ia l  users current 

soc ia l  in teract ion on the s i te and v is ion for 

Washington Square Park would be usefu l  in 

der iv ing the des ign in ter vent ions.

The precedents used in th is pro ject  a l lowed 

for an understanding of  programming that  was 

successfu l  in other c iv ic spaces, but  most 

c i t ies are d i f ferent  and the best  way to fu l ly 

understand the needs of  the users around a 

speci f ic  space is  through d i rect  conversat ion 

wi th the user. Surveys would be a su i tab le 

way to understand exact ly  what the v is ion of 

the potent ia l  users are in order to in tegrate 

the i r  ideas for  the s i te in to the in i t ia l  goa ls 

+ object ives der ived for  th is  pro ject . The 

development of  theses goals + object ives 
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Glossary

APPENDIX A

Bui l t  Environment |  The c i rcumstances, 

objects, or  condi t ions by which one is 

surrounded. (Merr iam-Webster, 2013)

Connect iv i ty |  Referr ing to connect ions in 

the landscape, is  the degree to which the 

landscape fac i l i ta tes or impedes movement 

among resource patches. Connect iv i ty  inc ludes 

both s t ructura l  connect iv i ty  ( the phys ica l 

ar rangements of  patches) and funct iona l 

connect iv i ty  ( the movement of  ind iv idua ls 

among patches). (Wik ipedia, 2013)

Health |  A s ta te of  complete phys ica l , menta l , 

and soc ia l  wel l -be ing and not mere ly the 

absence of  d isease or in f i rmi ty. (WHO, 2003)

Nature Contact |  The connect ion that  one 

makes wi th the natura l  env i ronment, to f ind 

t ranqui l i ty, comfor t , restorat ion, even heal ing 

when in contact  wi th nature.

PIAC |  Publ ic Improvements Adv isory 

Commit tee. A 13 person commit tee whose 

so le purpose is  to adv ise the Ci ty Counci l  on 

publ ic improvement needs. Thei r  input is  used 

to recommend pro jects for  funding by a 1 cent 

sa les tax dedicated to publ ic improvements. 

(P IAC, 2014)

Social  Interact ion |  The c i rcumstances, 

objects, or  condi t ions by which one is 

surrounded. (Merr iam-Webster, 2013)

Walkabi l i ty |  a measure of  how f r iendly 

an area is  to walk ing. Walkabi l i ty  has many 

heal th, env i ronmenta l , and economic benef i ts. 

Factors in f luenc ing walkabi l i ty  inc lude the 

presence or absence and qual i ty  of  footpaths, 

s idewalks or other pedest r ian r ights-of-way, 

t ra f f ic  and road condi t ions, land use pat terns, 

bu i ld ing access ib i l i ty, and safety, among others. 

(Wik ipedia, 2014)
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Site Photos | Existing Site Conditions

FIGURE 7.6 | Sidewalk on Northern Edge (by Author) FIGURE 7.7 | Existing Sidewalks (by Author)

APPENDIX B 
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FIGURE 7.8 | Existing Amenity Conditions (by Author)

FIGURE 7.9 | Existing Paths (by Author)
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Site Photos | Existing Site Views
APPENDIX B 

FIGURE 7.10 | Existing Views of Downtown Kansas City (by Author)
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FIGURE 7.11 | Existing Views Toward the North (by Author)
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Site Photos | Existing Site Structures
APPENDIX B

FIGURE 7.12 | Korean War Memorial (by Author)
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FIGURE 7.13 | Skywalk (by Author)

FIGURE 7.14 | George Washington Statue (by Author)
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Site Photos | Existing Urban Context

FIGURE 7.15 | Blue Cross Blue Shield Building (by Author)

FIGURE 7.16 | Business District (by Author)

APPENDIX B 
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FIGURE 7.17 | Union Station (by Author)

FIGURE 7.18 | Crown Center District (by Author)
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Pier 1 Brooklyn Bridge Park
Location: Brooklyn, NY | Designer: Michael Van Valkenburgh & Associates | Size: 9.5 acres | 2005

APPENDIX C

Context :  Whether tak ing a le isure ly s t ro l l , 

s ink ing in to a good book, or spending some 

t ime out on the water, P ier  1 prov ides a 

beaut i fu l  open space for  park goers. P ier  1 is 

the largest  of  the park p iers, and the only p ier 

that  is  bu i l t  on landf i l l  ra ther than on p i le-

supported st ructure. Th is s t rong foundat ion 

prov ides the base for  a new topography 

inc lud ing a h i l l  a t  the center of  the p ier  which 

prov ides dramat ic and sweeping v iews of  the 

New York Harbor and the Brooklyn Br idge.

Di lemma : There is  a need for  increased publ ic 

access to the water f ront  and for  greater 

ava i lab i l i ty  of  publ ic ly  access ib le recreat iona l 

open space for  res idents, v is i tors and workers 

in Brooklyn. Brooklyn is  second only to 

Manhat tan when i t  comes to lack of  open 

space. There are 547 res idents per acre of 

ava i lab le open space in Brooklyn, and the last 

t ime a major park was bui l t  in the borough was 

in the 1860s when Prospect Park was made.

Pro ject  Goals: The goal  of  the communi ty 

in terest  groups, s ta te and c i ty  of f ic ia ls, and 

des igners invo lved in the development of 

the Brooklyn Br idge Park Master P lan was 

ambi t ious but fa i r ly  s t ra ight forward: to a l low 

the s i te ’s emot iona l  power and in tens i ty  to 

resonate in a new ecologica l ly, soc ia l ly, and 

economica l ly  susta inable park set t ing.

Programming : P ier  One features two large 

lawns, a water f ront  promenade, and p layground. 

Over 500 mature t rees were a lso p lanted. 

In 2010, a new sa l t  marsh at  the southern 

edge of  the p ier  opened. The sa l t  marsh was 

p lanted wi th nat ive p lants set  wi th in a sa lvaged 

gran i te seat ing area. The marsh is  des igned 

to enable people to exper ience the t ida l  r iver 

c lose-up and prov ide access for  non-motor ized 

watercraf t .

Key Des ign Concepts : Water f ront  access and 

c i rcu la t ion, water dependent uses, b ikeways, 

and restored habi ta ts. 

Precedent Study Analysis
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A h i l l  on P ier  1 creates v iews in to the park and 

out towards the harbor, Governor ’s Is land, the 

Statue of  L iber ty, Manhat tan, and the Brooklyn 

Br idge. A pedest r ian br idge across Furman 

Street  that  l inks the h i l l  on P ier  1 to Squibb 

Park was a lso . Th is connect ion has he lped 

to react ivate Squibb Park as wel l  as prov ide 

an addi t iona l  ent rance in to the Brooklyn 

Br idge Park f rom the adjacent communi ty. An 

esplanade was implemented a long a por t ion 

of  the p ier  f ront ing on the East  R iver. There 

sha l low water habi ta t  zones were estab l ished 

a long the p ier  edge. 

A mixed use hote l  and res ident ia l  deve lopment 

is  was developed for  the P ier  1 upland area on 

the s i te of  the ex is t ing Cold Storage Warehouse 

bui ld ings. The s i te accommodates a mix of 

deve lopment, inc lud ing restaurant , res ident ia l 

and hote l . The hote l  inc ludes meet ing rooms, 

spa and café/restaurant  uses. 

Maintenance & Management : Brooklyn Br idge 

Park cont inues the implementat ion of  i ts 

susta inabi l i ty  pr inc ip les f rom the const ruct ion 

of  the park to i ts  on-going maintenance. Park 

operat ions s ta f f  uses a var ie ty of  susta inable 

pract ices to mainta in the park, inc lud ing 

par t ic ipat ion in publ ic recyc l ing programs, l ight 

d imming contro l  and storm water reuse.

Successes : Th is pro ject  is  qu i te s ign i f icant 

to the publ ic rea lm, natura l  resources, and 

env i ronmenta l  p lann ing. I t  uses a wide range of 

too ls to so lve urban problems and does a great 

job of  communicat ing the ecologica l  and soc ia l 

components to the publ ic. 

*Mater ia l  was referenced f rom 

Brooklyn Br idge Park, 2013.
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CityGarden
Location: St. Louis, MO | Designer: Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects | Size: 3 acres | 2008

Context : C i tyGarden is  a three-acre publ ic 

scu lpture garden created on the Gateway Mal l 

in downtown St. Louis. Sponsored by a pr ivate 

foundat ion, the garden has p layed a pr imary 

ro le in re inv igorat ing the c i ty ’s center.

Di lemma :  C i tyGarden presented an even more 

remarkable c i rcumstance - the chance to 

des ign an urban oas is that  is  a hybr id between 

a scu lpture garden, a botan ic garden and a c i ty 

park.

Project  Goals : The pro ject  began wi th c lear 

d i rect ion f rom the c l ients: make an inv i t ing and 

insp i r ing publ ic p lace d isp lay ing  twenty four 

contemporary scu lptures; create d iverse spaces 

and exper iences; make i t  beaut i fu l , engaging, 

and access ib le year-round; and prov ide p lenty 

of  shade and water. 

Programming : The des ign of  C i tyGarden der ives 

f rom the cu l tura l  and natura l  h is tor ies of 

St . Louis and i ts  env i rons. The three-acre s i te 

is  one of  excavat ion in search of  loca l  s tor ies. 

Acknowledging i ts  pos i t ion in the hear t  of  the 

Gateway Mal l , a few b locks west of  the noble

Arch and the Miss iss ipp i  R iver, C i tyGarden 

is  s t ructured in three bands del ineated by 

two wal ls—the arc wal l  and the meander 

wal l . The nor thern band represents the h igh 

upland ground—the r iver b lu f fs that  are so 

character is t ic  of  the Miss iss ipp i  and Missour i 

R ivers in th is reg ion.  The middle band 

represents the low ground or f loodpla in. 

The southern band represents the cu l t ivated 

r iver  ter races. Whi le the three prec incts are 

in terconnected, each possesses d is t inct 

character is t ics.

Key Des ign Concepts : The des ign weaves 

innovat ive s tormwater management s t ra teg ies 

wi th abst ract ions of  loca l  geology, hydro logy, 

and p lant  communi t ies to create a mul t i - faceted 

publ ic space that  has become a magnet for 

loca ls and tour is ts a l ike. 
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Maintenance & Managemen t : C i tyGarden 

has an extens ive p lant  pa l le t  that  requi res 

deta i led profess iona l  a t tent ion throughout the 

year. In addi t ion there are many stormwater 

management s t ra teg ies that  addressed on 

s i te that  requi re specia l  a t tent ion. The s i te ’s 

s tormwater dra inage is  managed wi th in the 

boundar ies of  the garden. The s i te a lso 

prov ides access to the publ ic at  a l l  t imes of 

the day and and because of  th is  has 24 hour 

secur i ty  that  is  a lso s ta t ioned on s i te. 

Successes : C i tyGarden is  perhaps unpara l le led 

in i ts  openness and access ib i l i ty. Th is gave 

the des ign team the f reedom to innovate and 

create a d is t inct ive env i ronment that  people of 

a l l  ages and f rom a l l  wa lks of  l i fe can en joy for 

years to come. We are gratefu l  to have been 

a par t  of  th is  ext raord inar y pro ject , and we 

hope you wi l l  exper ience Ci tyGarden in a l l  o f 

i ts  var ious gu ises as i t  cont inues to ce lebrate 

the in tersect ion of  ar t , natura l  process and 

communi ty l i fe.

*Mater ia l  was referenced f rom ASLA, 2011.

ht tp://www.as la.org/2012awards/073.html
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Lafayette Greens
Location: Detroit, MI | Designer: Kenneth Weikal Landscape Architecture | Size: .4 acres | 2010

Context : Lafayet te greens is  a vegetable and 

f ru i t  garden in the hear t  of  downtown Detro i t .

Di lemma: As par t  of  an ongoing ef for t  to 

engage the i r  employees in the communi ty, 

Compuware en l is ted a des ign team to des ign 

a garden that  employees of  Compuware and 

Detro i t  c i t i zens could vo lunteer at , and en joy on 

work breaks or af ter  hours. 

Project  Goals: Product ive, Beaut i fu l , Insp i r ing, 

were the 3 key concepts that  the arch i tects 

had in mind when Compuware Corporat ion 

approached them wi th the idea of  an urban 

garden in downtown Detro i t . Bui l t  on a vacant 

s i te where the h is tor ic Lafayet te Bui ld ing 

once stood, Lafayet te Greens is  an organic 

vegetable and f ru i t  garden in the hear t  of  the 

c i ty. Locat ing the garden near the Compuware 

headquar ters was cr i t ica l  in order to a l low easy 

access for  the employees, in order for  them to 

eas i ly  en joy and par t ic ipate in the garden was a 

pr ior i ty.

Programming : The he i r loom apple orchard and 

orchard meadow, Raised garden beds, lavender 

promenade, k iwi  t re l l i s, open lawn space, red 

twig dogwood b ioswale, sunf lower ter race, 

ch i ldren’s garden, and garden sheds a l l  he lp to 

make th is a successfu l  s i te. 

The overa l l  des ign of  Lafayet te Greens was 

shaped by the s i te ana lys is. Ra ised vegetable 

beds were or iented for  opt imal  sun exposure 

based on sun angle s tud ies, especia l ly  cr i t ica l 

in an env i ronment of  ta l l  bu i ld ings. Due to i ts 

unusual  shape, pedest r ians had to go out of 

the i r  way when pass ing through the area or 

cut  across the vacant s i te. A wide Lavender 

Promenade now carr ies people a long th is 

des i re l ine. Pedest r ians can move through 

the space quick ly, rest  on a bench or enter 

the garden and explore over 200 types of 

vegetables, f ru i ts, herbs and f lowers. A var ie ty 

of  seat ing is  prov ided throughout the garden to 

encourage publ ic use of  the space and prov ide 

respi te f rom the surrounding busy c i ty  s t reets 

which of fer  v i r tua l ly  no outdoor seat ing. The 

use of  f ragrant  Lavender, wi th i ts  documented 

abi l i ty  to induce ca lm, to l ine the publ ic 
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passage through the s i te re in forces the 

regenerat ive and restorat ive funct ion of  the 

garden in a bust l ing c i ty  env i ronment. V iews 

f rom the surrounding bui ld ings and park ing 

decks led to a s t rong v isua l  s ta tement in 

p lan v iew. The geometr y of  the spaces in the 

garden ref lects the s t ructura l  order of  the 

urban env i ronment. Drawing f rom arch i tecture, 

urban form and agr icu l ture the des ign of  the 

long rows of  s tee l  beds are at  once urban 

and indust r ia l , and yet  organic and natura l , 

over f lowing wi th p lant  l i fe. Because of 

cha l lenges presented by the awkward ly shaped 

proper ty, the s teady rhythm of ra ised beds was 

arranged wi th in the golden rat io to impose a 

ca lm order on the s i te des ign.

To accommodate 4 feet  of  grade change across 

the s i te, the vegetable beds r ise out of  the 

ground p lane as i t  fa l ls  gent ly  f rom Lafayet te 

Blvd to Mich igan Ave. Th is gent le but  dynamic 

so lut ion energ izes the wide, f la t , expanse of 

space and permi ts easy access to p lant ing 

beds for  a l l  k inds of  gardeners and v is i tors. A 

cont inuum of bed heights f rom 8” to 40” h igh 

a long the 70 foot long p lanters a l lows toddlers 

to get  c lose to the act ion at  the low ends, 

whi le the ta l ler  areas are barr ier- f ree and back 

f r iendly.

Key Des ign Concepts : Susta inabi l i ty : s tormwater 

management and water usage, mater ia l  re-use, 

urban b io-d ivers i ty, e f f ic ient  organic growing 

methods; Educat ion and Communi ty.

Maintenance & Management : Th is s i te is  tended 

by Compuware vo lunteers and fe l low c i ty 

dwel lers. Produce f rom the garden is  donated 

to Gleaner ’s Communi ty Food Bank. 

Successes : Lafayet te Greens is  an example 

of  how Landscape Arch i tects can set  the 

s tandard for  urban agr icu l ture des ign that 

enhances the urban exper ience and h igh l ights 

the in ter re la t ionsh ip of  landscape, food systems 

and the bui l t  env i ronment.

*Material was referenced from ASLA, 2012.

http://www.asla.org/2012awards/073.html
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Context: The current site of Discovery Green was 

originally a high-end residential neighborhood in 

the late 19th century. However the space evolved 

over time, and eventually became the site of two 

large parking lots adjacent to the George R. Brown 

Convention Center. There was also a small strip of 

green space in between the parking lots, known as 

the Houston Center Gardens.

Project Goals: Discovery Green achieves its mission 

statement through continuous programming, attracting 

a diverse crowd, and maintenance to keep the park 

beautiful. These actions create a social, health, 

cultural, and economic impact on Houstonians and 

visitors.

Programming: Park highlights include an iconic 

interactive fountain, pond and water gardens, custom 

designed playground, two acres of botanical gardens, 

and below grade parking with artist-designed 

entryways. An amphitheater landform with an outdoor 

stage frames the three acre Great Lawn and provides 

expansive views of the Houston skyline.

Discover Green
Location: Houston, TX | Designer: Hargraves Associates | Size: 12 acres | 2008

Key Design Concepts: “To provide an uncommonly 

beautiful, urban green space in the heart of Houston 

that serves as a village green for our city, a source of 

health and happiness for our citizens and a window 

into the incredible diversity of talents and traditions 

that enrich life in Houston.” (Discovery Green, 2013)

An Urban Green Space

Over the past two years, Discovery Green has 

attracted over 95,000 people to the park for 75 

entertainment events such as concerts and movie 

nights, with the beautiful downtown Houston skyline 

in the background.“Even with all the activity onsite, it 

has a safe, community feeling, and is a comfortable 

setting for families, couples, school children, 

professionals—or anyone else who wants to find 

a relaxing green space without having to leave 

downtown.”– Diane Summers, Executive Director, 

University Relations, UHD

Serves as a Village Green

In April 2012, Dr. Stephen Klineberg presented his 

new film, Interesting Times, at Discovery Green, which 

documents the dynamic transformations of Houston 

over the past 30 years. 1,500 came to the park to 

celebrate the City of Houston, watch performances, 

and listen to speakers. 
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Source of Health

Over the past two years, Discovery Green has offered 

579 events in our Healthy Living series, drawing more 

than 73,000 people to the park for exercise classes, 

recycling, and kayaking. 

Maintenance & Management: In addition to 

maintenance staff that works on the grounds there is 

a also a volunteer program that is centered around 

Discovery Green Flea, Recycling Saturdays, and 

Signature Events. 

Discovery Green Flea

Volunteers are used to help set up a Discovery 

Green Info booth, give information out to vendors 

and patrons, and to help in other various ways as 

necessary. 

Recycling Saturdays

Recycling at Discovery Green takes place every 

Saturday. Recycling volunteers help patrons take 

items out of their cars so they don’t have to park to 

recycle. Volunteers also help ensure that the items are 

put into the correct recycling bins.

Signature Events

There are a variety of Signature Events at the park. 

They are generally held on Fridays and Saturdays in 

the Spring and Fall. Each one is different and unique, 

so volunteer duties will vary.

*Mater ia l  was referenced f rom 

Discovery Green, 2013.
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