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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

During my four years in undergraduate school [ encounter-
ed students from a variety of Kansas high schools, Having
attended the eighth largest high school in Kansas, I was un-
aware of the conditions and facilities in some of the smaller
schools, This study is an attempt to find out about speech
and theatre in Kansas high schools, With schools rangfng in
size from Kencall High School, which has twenty-one stucdents,
to Shawnee Mission South High Schosl, which has 2,463 students,
it should be interesting to find out the differences that may
exist in speech and drama programs,

A 1963 survey by Duane Smith presented an optimistic view
of speech and drama in Kansas high sc¢chools. Smith reported that
43.8% of Kansas high school speech instructors felt that speech
(including drama) was "progressing satisfactorfly." Another
45,47 felt that the status of speech (including drama) would
improve, and 9,.0% indicated that speech (including drama)} "has

no Tuture® in Kansas.'

A statement by William Brooks emphasizes
the need for improvement in the aquality of speech and theatre
programs, "There is a need for training to develop those skills
necéssary to befng an effectfve 'consumér' of communication,

and these objectives are becoming even clearer as the =eauen-

tial qrowth curridulums in speaking anc li«tenfng are developed



in elementary and secondary education."2
This study was done for several reasons, They are:

!. To ascertain the number and type of Speech and
theatre courses offered in Kansae high schools.
2. To ascertain the type and number of productions
done in Kansas high schools,
3, To Tind out what kind of facilities are used
for speech and theatre ciasses and theatre pro-
ductions and the condition of such facilities,
4, To determine the amount of cooperation received
from school admninistration, other faculty and the
community in general,
5. To discover the qualifications and responsibilities
of the people who teach these classes.

It is hoped that this study will show an overall view of speech

and theatre courses and programs §in Kansas high schools and show

possible areas Tor future improvement,



CHAPTER 11

PROCUDURE

The subjects for this study were the three hundred and

ninety high schools listed in the Kansas State Hiah School

Activities Association iiembershio Directory 1974-1975, The

data which serve as the basis of this work were collected by
means o7 a survey sent to every high school listed in the
KSHSAA membership directory, Because high school teachers
have many cduties and may ¥ind filling out surveys tedious and
annoying, an effort was made to explain the exact purpose of
the survey and to assure the teachers that the results would
be available to such groups as KSHSAA and the Association of
Kansas Theatre. The survey was diviced into two parts: Part
{ asked Tor information about speech and theatre programs
ancd facilities and Part II dealt with teacher qualifications
and general opinion,

The survey, which is repronduced as Appendix A of this
study, was developed after research of various M,A, theses
and several Ph,D, dissertations, They provided useful ex2mnles
of survey questions from which to draw and add, Among the works
consulted was "A Descriptive Study Of A Three Year Speech Arts

Program For High School,"3

an unpublished master®'s thesis by
Jean 3cott., Scott's purpose was "to present information,
methods, suggestions and guidance concerning the development

Z
P



of a three year high school speech prooram."a This thesis
contains chapters which afve some insight Into such areas

as the philosophy and trafning of the teacher of speech and
the capacities and personalities of gecondary students. An-
other work is "A Survey Cf The Btatus OF Theatre In United
States High Schools,"5 a Ph,D., disseration by Joseph Peluso,
"This study is a comprehensive survey descriptive of the char-
acter and scope of American high school theatre education

6 The survey compiled by

(curricular and co-curricular)."
Peluso was one of the main sources in preparation of the survey
form for this study. ODonald Orban's Ph.D. dissertation, "A
Survey Of Speech £ducation In The Public Senior High Schools
Of The United States 1967-1970,"' provided similar information
in the area of speech as the Peluso dissertation did for theatre,
Orban's survey dealt with course curriculum, classroom Tacitities
and teacher gualifications., The form used by Orban was also
consulted when preparing the questionnaire for this survey.

ATter the survey form was constructed, copies were given
to members of the theatre faculty at Kansas State University.
They were asked to fill out the survey and suggest possible
ways to improve it. The survey form included an instruction
sheet which read as follows:

This nuestiognnaire is part of a master's thesis project

to determine the type and number of speech and theatre

progrzms in Kansas high schools, It is also designed

to evaluate the qualifications of the teachers in charge

- of these courses. The results will be available to such

groups as Kansas State High Activities Assoc, and the

Assoc, of Kansas theatre for use in helping to upgrade

Kangas speech and theatre programs., Your cooperation in

taking out time to fill out this questionnaire is very
much appreciated,



Part 1 of this questionnaire asks for information about
speech and theatre programs and faciliities,.

Part Il of this questionnaire deals with teacher quali-
fications and general opinions,

The surveys were then mailed to all the high schools in Kansas,
After the first initial mailing of the surveys, a follow-up
mailing was made to schools in Toneka, Wichita and Kansas City
whom had not responded.

There are a few terms and symbols that should be explafned
for clarity. The terms |A, 2A, 3A, 4A, and BA refer to the
KSHSAA classifications of Kansas high schools. One "A"™ schools
schools are those with enrol!lments from twenty-one to 118 stu-
dents, two "A" ranges from 119 to 256, three "A"™ from 257 to
625, four "A" from 637 to 1448, and five "A"™ from 1491 to 2463,
This somewhat unusual classification criterion fs due to the

organization of schools into leaques for sports activities,



CHAPTER I11
PRESENTATICON COF DATA

The statistical results of the survey are presented in
this chapter in table form, All tables show the raw scores,
and in many cases the data were converted to percentages for
easfer interpretation, Al! percentages were Tigured in a
manner that indicated the proportion of responding schools
who possess a particular facility or encourage a specific type
of activity. This means that in those instances where an in-
structor could choose only one answer, the total nhmber of re-
sponses was used as a base, However, in instances where more
than one answer was permitted, the total number of responding
schools was used as a base, In these cases, the percentages
total more than one hundred, ‘hen reporting results, the base
used will be noted,.

Table I presents an overall view of schools in the various
classes and the number in each group who responded to the sur-
vey. From the three hundred and ninety schools listed in the
KSHSAA directory, there were one hundred and sixty-efight teach=
ers who filled out surveys and sent them back, This is forty-
three percent of the total three hundred and ninety,

The first three questions on the survey ask for general
information: the name of the school, the name of the teacher
filling out the survey and the qrades of the high school. The

6
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fourth ouestion asks that the teacher check the facilities
used Tor theatre classes, Table number two presents the re-
sults in all five KSHSAA classifications, It should be noted
that some teachers checked more then one ftem,

In Table 1I, the 1A =schools divided their responses be-
tween two main categories: "regular classroom" and "offer No
theatre courses," 1In the next three classifications, 2A, 3aA,
and 4A, the largest percentage of schools use the reqular class-
room. In the 5A schools, there i« again a strong preference
for two categories: “regular classroom".and "other," \hen
asked to specify just what the "other" facilities consisted of,
there were Seven responses, Three schools have little theatres,
two use the auditorium stage, one has a regular classroom with
a small stage, and one uses both a little theatre and an audi-
torfum. It is encouraging in terms of the expansion of theatre
to note that as schools became larger, there were fewer fin-
dfcations of a program not offering theatre clasees. The per-
centages were figured usingrthe total number of schools {n
each grouo,

Table III concerns the type of theatre and speech courses
orfered. It should first be noted that some schools marked mofe
than one answer, The spread of classes offered became wi der
asrthe schools got larger. The |A schools indicated that forty-
one of the schools offer basic speech, This is the largest num-
ber in any category of IA schools. The 2A schools divided
their most frequent responses between offerfng the basic speech
courses and the introduction to theatre course. The 3A and 44

schools offer primarily basic acting, introduction to theatre
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12

and basic speech, In the 5A qroun, all four categories ranked
almost even, There was a wide varfation in the duration of

the courses except in the 54 classification. No 5A school
offered these courses on a nine weeks basis while schools in
other classifications did, The part of this auestion dealing
with the average number of days these classes meet is not shown
on the table because in all cases except one, the class meets
five days per week., The exception was in the 2A classification,
under the category of basic =peech, there the average was 4,2,
This average was lowered by two =chools, One listed the class
as meeting four days a week; the other listed it as meeting two
and one half days a week, The mean number of students per class
showed a predictable increase as the size of the school jfncreased,
Most =schools in each group offered the courses for major credit,

Table IV deals only with those faciifties u=ed for olay
production and performance. Those 1A and 24 schools having a
theatre program indicated that the largest percentage use a
multi-puroose auditorium, cafeteria, combination auditoriun/
gymnasium (85.1% for |A schools, 54,87 for 2A), while mnst 3A,
“A, and 5A schools use a theatre reserved primarily for perform-
ing arts. The percentages here were: 3A - 62.5%, 44 - 71,4%,
and 5A - 61.5%. 1In this case the percentages were figured using
the total number of resnonses,

Table V concerns the number of years since the main facility
for theatre was constructed. One A and 2A schools listed the
"21-50 years ago" category most often, In %A the largest groun
wasg "10-20 years aqgn.," The 44 and 54 schonls were fairly evenly

divided between the two aforementinned categqories, There were
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15
three =chools who skioped *his auestion, opossibly due to the

instructor's lack of knowledge concerning the year their theatre
was constructed. It is interesting to no{e here that in al}
five groupns the majority of the schools indicated that the
building had been built ten to fifty years ago, The percentages
were figured according to the total number of responses.

Table VI is reljated to Table V since it deals with theatre
renovation. In all five classifications the largest number of
schools indicated that their main facilities for theatre had
not been renovated, even thouoh these facilities had been built
at least ten years ago. Six schools omitted this auestion,

This is the largest number o7 schools that omitted any aquestion.
There are at least two possible reasons for this, 1In several

cases 3 whole page was missed, probably due to oveésight on the
part of the instructor, In reference to this specific ouestion,

it is possible that the instructor did not know how long ag»

the facility was renovated. The percentages were figured according
to the total number of resoonses,

Concerning play oroduction Tacilities and eauipment, table
VII, the IA schools have their larges* single percentage in one
cateqory, the category indicating that the school had none of
the equipment or Tacilities mentinned. Very few of the |A schnols
seemed to have many of the items listed., A= the schools got
larger, the number of schonle not having any eaquipment or facilities
decreased, The next three classifications, 2A, 3A, and 4A re-
ported their largest percentages in the firet two categories
Ifsted, These were: dimming enuipment and twelve or more spnt-

lights., The 5A schools indicated most of their schools had the
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I8
equipment |isted but were =somewhat lackina in facilijties, The

total number of achools in each group was used to figure the
percentage, .

The average number of theatrical Dréducthns and the aver-
age number of performances presented annually (table VIII) show-
ed the largest number of responsea for |4 and 2A schools to be
in the one production a year cateqgory with very few productions
in the other three categories. Three A, #A, and 5A schools
favored the one production and two oroduction categories, leaving
the other two almost empty. There were auite a few instructors
who did not list the number of performances but did mark the
number of productions anyway. Most of the |A and ?A schools
showed the mean number of perormances as befng between 1,0 and
2.0. In the group called "other™ (this being such ftems as
forensics or contests) the 1A schools showed a slightly higher
mean of 3.3, Three A and 4A schools' mean number was between
two and four performances, The 5A mean was around three, except
in the categnry of plays for presecondary echonl children where
the mean was 12,5, the largest mean of any category,

Under the topic of budge*, table IX, 1A schools had their
largest number of recponses fn the "up to 350" cateqory fTor
both musicals and non-musical full length plays, 1In the category
of budget for musicals in 2A =schonls, there was a four way spread
concerning the largest answer., The four categories were: "up
to 3150," "151-300," *301-50C," and "501-1000," 1In the areas
of "non-musical full length plays,” the 2A schools indicated
that seventy-two percent of them have a budget in the "up to

2150" category., As with the 2A schools, the 3A schools had a
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four way opread for mu<sicals from the "uo to %|50" cateaory
throuch 501<-1200" and one schnol marked "|COI-2500," Qver half
of the schools in this aroup indicated their budaet For non-
~musical full lenath plays to be in the "151-3J0" catecory. The
bucdaet of 4A schools for musicals started in a hioher catecory,
"201-500" and had a fairly even soread thrcugh the "[00]-2302"
category. The non-mucical area was similar in its rankinag to
the 3A group. Seven of the ten 54 schools indicated a2 budaget
for musicals in the "1001-2500" cateaory, with one having a bud-
get in the "501-1000% cateqgory and 9ne in the "more than 2500."
There was an even spread from "[51-300" to "|001-2500" for non-
musical full lenath olays, Cne school omitted *this entire page,
possibly due to an oversfght,

Student directed nlays (tzble X) =seem to be in the minority
in 1A and 24 schools, The oercentanes indicated that the faraest
nunber of each classification never have students direct plays.
The most frecuent response for 3A snd 4A schools was clocely
divided between never havina students direct plzys and having
them direct less than twice a year, The 54 schools seemed to
qive stucents more opportunities to direct, since the hiahest
percentages were in the twice or more and less than twice a year
categories. There was quite a2 variance in +he number »of =schools
fn each classification that have studenis desian sets, lights,
etcetera, In the area of having student written ccrint*s uzed
Tor oublic performances, aqain the larqgest numnber of each
classification indicited they never use student scriots, How-
ever, the 7A school< were very clnsely diviced between the "never"

cateqory (slxteen) and the less then twice a year cateqory(thir-
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teen).

For the next table, which show teachers' ratinos of speech
and theatre eauipment and facilities, (table XI) each choice
(excellent, good, satisfactory, mediocre and noor) was given
a numerical designation (five equals ‘excellent, one eauals poor).
These numbers were added tooether for each category and a mean
was found, In the area of classroom facilitfes and eauipment,
all five classifications had mean scores between 2.5 anc 3.5
except for the 2A schools in the area of classroom eauipment,
where the mean was 3.8, Concerning theatre facilities and equip-
ment, there was a steady proogression upwards from |A schools
with a mean of |.4 for theatre equioment and 1.6 for theatre
facilities to the 5A schools with a mean of 2.8 for theatre
eauioment and 3.1 for theatre facilities. On the whole, class-
room facilities and classroom eouipment were rated higher than
theatre facilities and equlioment,

The next ouestion asked the instructor to list his or her
undergraduate ma jor, m!nof, and area'of concentration., In
addition each was asked to Iist all the subjects that he was
certified by the state of Kansas to teach., A large number of
teachers failed to provide a complete answer to the segment of
this auestion concerning graduate degrees and certification,

Due to the vagueness of the responszes, a table was not poscsible.
Most instructors dicd list an underqraduate ma jor, Concerning
the fifty-five |A schools that responded, fifty-two answered
this auestion: three omitted it, Of these fifty-two, thirty-
four listed speech and/or drama as at least ohe of their ma jore=,

seventeen had English and some other ma jor and one had history,
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Eight instructors omitted this auestion in the 2A classification,
In all cases other auestions on the page were answered so there
fs no obvious reason for the large number of omissions, Fifty-
two listed speelh and/or drama as one of their majors in the

2A schools, twelve listed English ana one {isted only music,
Only two of the 3A schocls omitted the question, twenty-six list-
ed speech and/or drama and there were two English. No single

ma jors were listed in other areas. The responding 4A schools
had three instructors omit this auestion, nine had speech and/or
drama, and one had Znglish, Again there were no other single

ma jors listed. All ten of the responding 5A schools answered
this question, and every school listed speech and/or drama.

A loo% at table XII shows that the number of years the
instructor has been teaching increases with the size of the
school, This same increase is seen in the second category;
"mean number of years instructor has been teaching speech and/or
theatre courses,” There is also a strong indication that the
larger schools have a smaller turnover in teachers. The mean
number of years in oresent school for 5A schools is three years
hioher than any of the other four classifications, indicating
the smallest turnover,

The next question on the survey asked for a brief resume
of the instructor's previous theatre experience. 1In the IA
schools, fifty instructors |isted some former experience fin
either high school or colleqge, three had no previous experience
and two instructors omitted the cuestion. The 24 classification
had é similar distribution. Fifty-five had some experfence,

two did not have any experfence, and three omitted the auestion,
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The distribution was better for %A schools because twenty-nine
out of thirty instructors had experience, with the one other
school omitting the question. All the responding instructors
in the 4A and 5A classification reported that they had previous
experience,

The results of table XIII (mean number of theatre nro-
ductions attended by instructors per year) are very encouraagfnag.
There was an even soread in |A and 2A schools over the first
three categories; "10-14" +hrough "1-4," Only two instructors
in each classification reonorted they had attended no performances
and one |A schnol omitted the question. The first two categories
("10-14," *5-9") were marked more often by the 3A and 4A schonls,
while the SA schools presented the highest proportion in the
"10-14" category. This seems to indicate that most finstructors
are making an effort to attend auite a number of outside per-
formances,

A large majority of the resoonding instructors receive
extra compensation for d{reétfnq speech and/or theatre extra-
curricular activities (table XIV). Most IA schools receive
extra financial comnensation., 81,37 of the fnatructors re-
cefve extra financlal comoensation, IA,. 17 did not receive
any extra financfal compensation and three instructors omnit-
ted the cuestion, The ZA instructore« were very close to the A,
There was 81.9% receiving extra financial compensatinn and
13,34 did not. The percentanes fn number nof reeponcee in
both the %A and 4A classification were very simfilar to each
other, 1In the case of the ZA =chooles, 96.9% answered "yes"

to extra financial compensation and 3,47 safd "nn," The 44
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schools Indicated 92.3% §in the "yes" column and 7.6% "no,"
The percentage in 54 schools was the hiaghest; 100Y¥ receivé
extra financial compensation,

Concerning a reduced teachinag load for directina speech
and/or theatre extracurricular activities, a shift was made
from the "yes" column to the "no" column, The vast majority
(98.1%) of 1A schools received no reduced teachina load: only
1.8% did. Six 2A schools omitted the ouestion but all of the
remaining schools who resoonded to the aquestion indicated they
did not receive a reduced teaching load.,, In the three remaining
classifications; 3A, 4A, and 5A, there was a 1007 indication
of no reduced teaching load.

A slight problem arose concerning the next question (table
XV). A list of possible ways *o improve the school's theatre
program was given and the fnstruc*or was asked 4o chose three
ftems from the Iist a= being the most help“ul, The word "three"
was clearly underiined, yet there were a larce number of |4 and
2A instructors who.could not follow directiosns and chose more
than three answers. The 3A and 42 in=truc*or= were better a2+
following directions, Cnly one inctructor in each of these
classifica*ions chose more than three answers, The 5A clas~—
effication fuollowed the directinns very well, Due tn the in-
abflity of some instructors to follow directions, two separate
*zllies were made, one tally of those who chnse three answers
and one for the more than three group. A comparison of the
rankinag of those who chose three answers and thoce who chose
more than three «<howed both to be very similar sn a to*tal was

made in order to decide whether one reson=e was indicated more
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often, The questions were then ranked accordina to the fre-
auency with which they were chosen. Table XV shows the results.
The first interesting fact that is noted i1s that all five grouos
have as the number one ranked choice "improved facilities for
play oroduction and theatre classes,™ The 4A schools had a tie
between this response and the question concerning more funding.
In atl groups except |A the lowest ranked choice was "opportuni-
ties for students to work with local, Tout-of-town® theatre
organizations.”™ The 1A group had this question and Madditional
theatre~trained faculty" ranked very closely as fowest. The rest
of the schools were quite varied in their responses to the other
questions.

The final question of the survey is very fmportant bhecause
it concerns the cooperation of school administration, faculty,
students, and the community, Each choice was given a numerical
designation (for instance, one eaualed poor and five eoualed
excellent). The numbers were added together and a mean was
found. The overall mean was not as high as could have been
wished, All five classifications rated all five categories
between 2.5 and 3,5 with three exceptions. The 4A and 5A
schools rated their school administration 3,6 and 4.0 re~
spectively, The 5A schools rated the I[ncal community theatre
2.1. The 2A, 3A, 4A, and 5A schnols rated the school admin
fstration the highest of the five categories. The |A schools
rated school adninistration second, one tenth of a pnint be-

low the general student bady,
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CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY, CONCLUSICONS AND IMPLICATIONS

The purpose of this survey was to probe the speech and
theatre curriculums in Kansas high schools., [t was an attempt
to find out about teacher cualifications, speech and theatre
courses, productions, and the cooperation of certain groups.

The first section of this study stated the reasons that
ft was done, The first reason was to ascertain the number and
type of speech and theatre courses offered in Kansas high schools.
The study showed that the larger the school, the mﬁre numerous
the variety of courses in addition to basic speech., The mean
number ot courses offered for each classification was: (1A)
I.1, (2A) 2.5, (3A) 3.0, (4A) 2.8, and (5A) 3.7. The 3A and 4A
schools were very close in their scores but there was a steady
progression from the 1A schools to the 54 schools with the 5A
schools ofTering the largest number of courses,

The second reason was to ascertain the type and number of
producticons done in Kansas high schools, The |IA and 3A schools
rated full length plays first and one acts second as the most
frequest type of production, The 2A, 4A, and 5A schoo!s rated
one acts Tirst and Tull length plays second, Since musicals
cost more money to produce, many schools may choose not ton do
them,

The third reason wag to ascertain the type and number of

39
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productions done fn Kansas high schools, When all five school
classifications were added together, it was determined that
ninety schools use a "multi-purpose auditorium, cafeterfa,

or combination auditoriun/avmnasium."” This means that the
largest number of schools must share their facility with gym
classes, students eating lunch and other activities. The second
most popular choice was a "theatre reserved for performing arts."
It is encouraging to find that sixty-three schools have their

own theatre even if it was not the top choice., Of those schools
which have a theatre, a large number have dimmfng equipment

and an even larger number have spotliaghts., The opposite extreme
is true for scenery and properties construction shops and costume
construction area. Cniy a few school theatres have either of
these Tacilities, 1In addition, It was also shown that schools

in all five groups overall rate the aquality of theatre facilities
and classrooms lower than speech facilities and classrooms.

In the area of cooperation, the categories ranked as follows:
school administration, other faculty members, general. student
body, general community, and local community theatre, Unfor-
tunately none of the ratings were very high(school administration
rated between 3,3 and 4,0 while {ocal community theatre rated
between 2,0 and 3.0), A quality speech and theatre program needs a
large amount of cocperation from all of the aforementioned peonle.

Concerning the cualifications and responsibilities of
speech and theatre instructors, there is, of course, a bzsic
assumption that the fnstructors were honest in their responses.

On the whole, the instructors seem to be basically oualified,

In some cases they did not have as much practical theatre ex-
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perience as would have been deslired. In regard to the re-
sponsibilities of instructors, there were these comments

from some LA schools,

In most schools (uncder 100 students), we must
plead Tor each student's time. ATter school comes
a eport--1 fight coaches (kids off at 7:00 from
basketball)s mothers (who feel that kids must eat,
silly mothers): and the kids themselves who Teel that
rehearsal time is fun time. I am 'encouraged' to find
a play for all members of the class. Finding parts
for students who cannot read is difficuit. Plays must
be in good taste and relatively cheap in royaity fees...
I was not mentally nor am I physically prepared to do
all that is asked of a teacher in a small school.

H{igh S[ghoo[] is insistent upon giving
class IJr., Sr.) plays, This limits the quality of
production since the director is expected to use
each student from the class, whether he is interested
or not,

I consider myself primarily an English-Speech
teacher and do dramatics by default--there is no one
else; I am often embarrassed by my lack of knowledoe
about *the *heatre and stage--not from a literary view-
point, but the technical.

I feel that something needs to be done about
focal schools forcing unprepared personnel to be a
speech and drama sponsor. 3chools really need to
of fer speech and drama classes in school instead of
expecting all of this to be extracurricular,

There is also this comment from a 2A instructor:

Fortunately, I have done wel! this year under
the circumstances which include my lack of training.
In small Kansas high schools each faculty member is
expected to perform many duties for which he or she
may or may not be oualified. As pbreferable as it
would be to have aqualiffed personnel teaching specific
areas, administrators and school boards prefer " jacke
ov-all-trades” and “‘master ot none.,*

It is Interesting to note that most of the teachers who commented

on the last page of the survey where space was provided, were
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IA and 24 schools, As the schools got larger, there were

fewer fnstructors making comments. Maybe they did not have
much to comment about, since facilities and conditions in aen-
eral seem to improve as the school gets targer., This is also
an important point. The larqger schoé!s seem to have fewer needs
than the smaller ones, An effort should therefore be made to
find ways to help the smaller schools, Why should a student

be deprived because he goes to Kendall (twenty-one students)
Instead of Shawnee Mission South (2,463 students)? As a final
note, it might be of benefit to quote some of the instructors
in the A, 2A, and 3A schools concerning some of the other
problems facing instructors of speech and theatre, The largest
complaint was concerning sports,

+..fe constantly have a hassle with the sports
program, not just in begging time in the gym-auditorium,
but also most of the male students consider drama and
theatre to be a very sissified profect, (IA schonl)

The tragedy of the cultural arts in Kansas high
schools is that our Kansas High School Activities
Association has added so many activities to the high
school program that many of the arts are beginning to
suffer. The over emphasis of competitfion athletics
is a case in point., (2A school)

It is impossible, but it would be great to re-
cefve even 3 of the attention and suonort that the
athletic orogram receives, (2A school)

Time is what we all need. The theatre program
suffers because it dones not offer the sort of enter-
tainment that the sports program does, After all, no
one could compete with throwing Zhristians to the |ions
efither, It is time-consuming to rehearse in the even-
fngs and the kids can't see the point, One gets more
glory by being an athlete than one does having the Jead
in the school play. (24 school)
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Drama intereat § very weak in this community,
I wonder if other communities are as sports mad as this
one, Our find arts program i=s practically nil., (2A school)

Qur =school and community are very athletic minded.
Sports are“given large budaets while we are expected
to present good high auality plays and musicals with
very little money. (2A school)

Theatre must have a priority if it is going to
'go over' in any school. In our school of 190 students,
the traditional 'Junior-Senior' play has been dreaded
as much as anticipated because a reluctant English or
Art teacher has been drafted to direct and rehearsal
time has been placed in competition with football
practice, basketball practice, homecoming activities,
etc. (2A school)

These are some comments concerning needs in general,

Our theatre facility is located at the jr. high
which is aooroximately 3 mites from the high school.
We have no auditorium at the hiah school and trans-
portation is always 2 problem during stagecraft class,
The school board persists in making small changes like
painting the old auditorium to keep from having to
build one for use by the hioh school although the one
at the jr., high is comdemned--and a fire hazard., (2A
school )

Speech and Drama is offered almost as an aside
to the regutar curriculum. Most of the students take
it to avold taking Senior English therefore the auality
overall has much to be desired, 1 feel in order for the
program to change this trend it would be necessary for
me to get more training than I have to present and for
the facilities to be greatly upgraded. (2A school)

To me the mz jor problems on the high school level zre
lack o7 administrative understanding, Administrators
have no idea what is involved in oroducing plays and
many times t*ey think anyone can direct a play., They
fail to realize it takes a certain area of knowledne
to direct a play professionally, On lack of facilities,
you could write a book., The Orama - Dept, is the one who
always gets the raw dezl| on everything, (3A school)

Believe It or not, fthere were some encouraging comments,

We produce plays in epite of our handicsps, The
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students think up ways of qgetting around them, We

have an active local drama club that has memorized per-
formances at meetings and attends area colleqge per-
formances., We have developed these--plus taking a very
active part in our league speech festival--attending
regional, I am trained as an Znglish teacher with just
7 hours of “speech and | class a day o speech--5 of &n-
glish, But I am very interested in the speech activities
and have built up the program at the school since I have
been responsible for it. Our ®"grandfather clause," 1If
it became necessary for the teacher to be more highly
qualified, the course might be dropoed. (2A school)

Considering the small community and outmoded
facilities, resnonse to the theatre/plays has been most
enthusfastic, Plans are in the making for complete
renovation (including stage areas), Cooperation is
excellent - from faculty, administration, and especially
student body. (lA school).

I sincerely believe that those who are theatre
teachers in Kansas can produce worthwhile high school
shows with little technical/facility difficulty., The
stage one has to work with is not a detriment to a qood
show--as in a touring company--the director must adapt
to the stage presented him and go from there.

Too many of us wish for a new auditorium and light-
ing facilities similar to that of college, and blame our
'lack of productions' upon that fact rather than admitting
lack of imagination,

Because our theatre orogram has been consistently
buflding, we must strive to accomodate ourselves with
the surroundings and become their master rather than
the other way around.

Good theatre is the actor and his ability to portray
character, rather than the number of lights one has at
his disoosal, and the gym or auditorium in which one
presents his show. (2A school)

It is of course realized that these comments are related to
specific incidents, but they do, in some cases, have reoccurring
themes such as interference from sports activities and paor
facilities for play production,

In general it can be stated that the larger the school,
the better the theatre program, The smaller schools offer a

bzsic speech course, but in many of them the only form of
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theatre is the extracurricular production, and there is little
or no classroom training offered to the students, There is
an apparent need to find ways of helping the smaller schools

upgrade their facilities and courses.
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United States High Schools" (Ph.D, dissertati on, Columbia University,
1971).

6Ibid., introduction,

Tbonatld K. Orban, "A Survey Of Speech Education In The
Public Senior High Schools Of The United States 1967-1970" (Ph.,D.
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Part 1

l. Name of School

2, Name of teacher filling out questionnaire

APPENDIX A

3. Inclusive grades of your high school: 7-12

8-12

9-12 10-12 ;

4, Check which of the following facilitfes you use for theatre

class(es)

a, Regular classroom

b Multi;purpose auditorfum, cafeteria, comb-
fnation auditorium/gumnasium

c., Other (Specify)

d. We offer NO theatre courses

IF D, GO TO QUESTION 6

5. Does your school offer a course such as:

Yes or full yr. hrs, per ave, no, of
No or week class students
half yr. meets

a, Basic

Acting

does student
receive creci-
equal to a

ma jor acadeni-
course

b. Intro.

to

Theatre

c. Baslc

Speech

d, Stage-
Craft
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Check which facility you use for play production and performance.

Theatre reserved primarily for performing arts.

Multi-purpose auditorium, cafeteria, combination
audftorium/qymnasium,

Specfal theatre classroom

Other (Specify)

We do NO theatrical productions

IF E, GO TO #13

Indicate the number of years since your main facility for theatre
productions was constructed.

|-4 years ago

5-9 " "
10-20 * o
21-50 " "

hi Or more

Indicate the number of years since your main facility for theatre
production underwent large scale renovation,

I1-4 years ago

5-9 W "
10-20 " e
21-50 *® "

51 or more
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Check which of the following you have for play production and
performance, '

a, Equipment for dimming lights.

b. Twelve or more spotlights (scoops, fresnel, leko)
c. Equipment for flying scenery & drops.

d. Wing space approx, equal in area to stage space,

e. Scenery & properties construction shop (for that
purpose only),

f. Scenery & properties storage area (specifically
constructed for that purpose).

g. Dressing rooms (specifically constructed for that
purpose).

h. Costume construction area (specifically constructed
for that purpose).

Circle the average number of theatrical productions
your school presents annually in each category,
Indicate number of performances, of each production,
on the average,

No. of per-

formances
a, Musfcals 0 ] 2 3 4 or more
b. Full length play 0 I 2 3 4 or more
c. Plays for pre-~
secondary school 0 | 2 3 4 or more
children
d. One Act plays 0 I 2. % 4 or more
e. Other (specify) 0 I 2 3 4 or more

Check the category which includes your average production
budget per show,

up to I5]=- 301-. 501~ |100i- more than
$150 300 500 1 000 2500 2500

a, Musicals

b. Non-musgical
full length
plays
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Are students in your school ever gfven the opportunity to:
(check one)

a. Direct plays? Twice or more/yr. Less than twice a yr,
Never

b. Design settings, lighting, costumes, etc. for productions:
Twice or more/yr. Less than twice a yro___

c. Have public performances of original scripts they have writter
Twice or more/yr. Less than twice a yr..

Check the response for each item below which most accurately
represents your opinfion of the adequacy of each ftem listed,
(In relationship to speech and theatre)

excellent good satisfactory mediocre poor

a., Classroom
facllities

b. Classroom
equipment (tape
recorders, ros-
trums, film pro-
Jjectors, etc,)

¢, Theatrz pro-
duction facilities

d, Theatre equip-
ment (Ifghting,
costumes, stage
tools, sewing
machine, etc,)




Part I1

l. Please list your undergraduate major and minor and area of
concentration if you have a master's deqree., Also indicate
the subjects you are certified by the state of Kansas to
teach,

2. Please answer the following,

a, Years you have been teaching

b. Years you have been teaching speech and/or theatre
courses

c. Years you have been teaching in present school

3, Please list a brief resume of your theatre experience (acting,
directing, tech, etc.).

4, Please check the number of theatre productions you have attended,
not including those presented at your school, within the past
two years,

a. 10-14
b. 5-9
c. I-=4
d. none

5. Do you receive extra financlal compensation for directing speech
and/or theatre extracurricular activitfes?

yes no

6. Do you recelve a reduced teaching load for directing speech
and/for t&eatre extracurrfcular activities?

yes _ = no
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7. Check the three ftems on the list below that you feel would
be most helpful in strengthening your total theatre program:

a.,

Opportunities for theatre teacher(s) to participate In
training programs with accomplished theatre practitioners.

More opportunities for students to attend outstanding
theatrical productions,

More funds available for your play production activities,
Additional theatre-trained faculty.
Improved facilities for play production and theatre classes.

Opportunities for students to participate in workshops
or seminars guided by accomplished theatre practitioners.

Expansfon (or introduction) of theatre courses into your
school curriculum,

Opportunities for students to work with local, "out-of-
town" theatre organizations,

Rate the cooperatfon you get for your total theatre program
from each of the following sources by circling a number from
5 (excellent) to | (poor),

Excellent Average Poor
School administration 5 4 3 2 I
Other faculty members
General stucent body
General community

Local community theatre
(1f there is one)
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9, If there are any other comments you would like to make concerring
any of the previously mentioned areas, please do so in the space
provided below, '

Thank you for your time and coop-
eratfon in completing this ques-
tionnaire., Please return question-
nafre in the enclosed self-addressed,
stamped envelope,

Janet £, Kurtz

Dept. of Speech

East Stadium

Kansas State Unfversity
Manhattan, Ks, 66502



APPENDIX B

KANSAS HIGH SCHCOLS LISTED

IN KSHSAA MEM3ERSHIP DIRECTCRY

* indicates schools who reuturned completed surveys

Class A
#Agra-Eastern Heights
*¥Almena-Northern Valley
Argonia

Ashland

Attica

Axtell
#Bafleyville-34&B
*¥Bazine

¥Beloit-St, John's
*Bennington

Bern

8ird City

Bogue

Brewster
Brookville--Ell-Saline
*¥3ucklin
Buffalo--Altoona=-iti dway
*3urlingame

#Burr Cak

#Burrton

gushton
#Canton--Canton-Galva
Cawker City-Waconda East
#Cedar Vale

*#Chase

Chetopa

Clifton

*Clyde

*¥Coldwater
*Colony-Crest

#Copeland
Courtland
#Cuba-Hillcres
*¥Cunningham
Deerfield
*¥Denton-Midway
Dexter
Dorrance
*Downs
Elwood
*Ensign
Esbon
*Fowler
Garden Plain
Geneseo
*Glasco
Goessel
Gorham
Gridley
#Grinnel |
#Hamf lton
¥Hanston
Hartford
#Havi{ land
#Healy
Herndon
Highland
*Ho | comb
Holyrood
#Hope
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Hutchinson-Central Christian
Hutchinson-Trinity

Ingalls

#Jamestown #

Jennings

*Jewel |

Junction City-St. Xavier

Kansas City-Savior of the World

Kansas City-School for the Visually
Handicapped :

*Kendal |
Kensington-West Smith Co,
Kiowa-South Barber
Lebanon

Lebo

*Lenora

*LeRoy

Lewis

*Linn

¥L_inwood

*Little River
Logan

*Longton-Elk Valley
Lucas

Luray

¥McCracken

#¥McCune

Macksville

Madi son
Manhattan-Luckey
Marquette

Melvern

Miltonvale
*Minneola
¥Montezuma

Morland
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#Morrowvi | le-North Central
Moscow

*dullinville

Natoma

Norwich

Olathe-Ks, School for the Deaf
*Olpe

#0Oskaloosa

Oswego

Palco
Pittsburg-Colgan
Pleasanton

Powhattan
Pratt-Skyline

#Pretty Prairie
Protection

Quenemo

*Quinter
#*Randolph-Blue Valley
#Ransom

Reading
Rexford-Golden Plains
Rolla
Rosalta-Flinthills
Rozel-Pawnee Heights
St. George

St. Paul

#Qatanta

Scandia

Sedgwick

Sharon

Sharon Springs-Wallace Co.
#Soloman

South Haven
Spearville



Stafford
Summerfield

Sylvan Grove
Tescott .
Thayer

Tipton

#Udal |

Utica-Nes Tre La Go
Wakefield

Waverly

Weskan

Westmoreland
Wetmore

White City
Williamsburg

W¥ilson
Vinona-Triplains
Zenda--Nashville-Zenda

Class AA

*¥Allen-Northern Heights
Alma-yabaunsee
Arma-Northeazst
¥Assaria-Southeast of Saline
Atwood

Baldwin

*Basehor

Baxter Springs

*Belle Plaine

Bellevilte

Beloit

*Blue Rapids-Valley Heights
Burden-Central

*Burlington

Caldwell

laney-Caney Valley
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#Centralia

*Cheney
Cherokee-Southeast
Cherryvale

#Cimarron

Claflin

Clearwater

#Conway Springs
®#Cottonwood Falis-Chase
Dighton

*#Douglass
#Easton-Pleasant Ridge
#*Elbing-Berean Academy
Elkhart

#E11inwood

Ellis

Erie

Eskridge-Mission Valley
¥Eudora

Frankfort

Frontecac

#Salena
Grafnfield-%heatland
Greensburg

*Halstead

#Hanover

*Herington

*Hesston

*Hill City

#Hil lsboro
Holton-Jackson Heights

Horton
#¥Howart-West Elk
Hoxie

Hoyt-Royal Valley
#*Hugoton

Co.



#¥Humbo | dt

¥Inman

Jetmore

Johnson-3tanton County

Kansas City-Piper

Kinsley

*Ki smet--Kismet-Plains=-
Southwestern Heights

LaCrosse

LaCygne-Prairie View

Lakin

*¥Langdon-Fairfield

#Leavenworth-Immaculate

#_eon-Bluestem

#Leoti-iWichita County

*Lincoln

Lindsborg

*¥Lost Springs-Centre

Louisburg

#¥Lyndon

*McLouth

Maize

*¥Mankato

iMarion

Mea de

*Medicine Lodge

theriden-Jefferson Vest

¥Minneapnlis

loran-tarmaton Valley

¥Mound City-Jayhawk Linn

*Moundri dge

Neodesha

Ness City
*Norton
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*Nortonville-Jefferson Co,
*Oakley
Oberlin-Decatur Comm,
#0Onaga

#0gage City

*Osborne
#0tis--0tis-Bison
Peabody--Peabody-8urns
Perry--Perry-Lecompton
Plainville

Pomona
Richmond-Central Geights
#R{ley-Riley County
Riverton

Rose Hill

Rossvilie

St. Francis

st. John

*3t, Marys

Sabetha

Salina-St, John's iMilitary
Salina-Sacred Heart
Sedan

Seneca-Nemaha Valley
*3flver Lake

Smith Center

Spring Hill

#Sterting

Stockton

Sublette

%#Syracuse
Tribune-Greeley Co,
*Troy

Uniontown

*Valley Fallsy



Victoria
*vaKeeney-Trego Comm,
Washington

#VYathena

wellsville
vhitewater-)emington
¥Yates Center

Class AAA
¥Abflene

¥Altamont-Labette County
¥Andale

*Andover
#¥Anthony--Harper-Chaparral
Atchison

Atchison-t. St. Scholastica
*Atchison-iaur Hill

Augusta

Bonner Springs

*¥Bugler

¥Chapman

*Clay Center

*Colby

¥Columbus

Concordia

Council Grove

. DeSoto

Effingham-Atchison Zo. Comm.
El Dorado

*¥Z1llsworth

#Zureka

*Fort 3cott

*Fredonia

*Gardner

*Garnett

*Girard
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*Goddard

Goodland

Haven

Hays-Marian
¥Hays-Thomas More Prep
Hiawatha

Hoisington

*Holton

¥Iola

¥Kingman

Lansing

Larned

Lyons

Marysville

Mulvane

*Nickerson
¥(Osawatomie

Ottawa

Overbrook-3Santa Fe Trail
Paola

Parsons

*¥Phillipsburg

Pratt

Russel |

Scott City

Shawnee-3t. Joseph
Stanley-8lue Valley
Tonganoxie
Topeka-Hayden
#Topeka-yashburn Rural
Towanda-Circle
Ulyssis

¥Valley Center

Wamego

#*Wellington
*Vichita-Kapaun-tit. Carmel



Winfield

Class AAAA
Arkansas City
#Chanute
¥Coffeyville-Field Kindley
Derby

Dodge City

#Emporia

¥Garden City

*Great Band

Hays

*Independence

¥Junction City

Kansas City-Harmon

Kansas City-Schlagie
Kansas Zity-Sumner
Kansas City-Turner
*¥Kansas City-ard
¥Leavenworth
#_Liberal

McPherson
*Manhattan

Newton

*Olathe

Pittsburg
Salina=Central
Saline-3outh

Shawnee Mission-Bishop Miege

Tecumseh-Shawnee Heights
Topeka-Highland Park
Topeka=-Seaman
Topeka-iest
Wichita-Carroll
Wichita-Haysville Campus
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Class AAAAA
Hutchinson

Kansas Clty-wWWashington
Kansas City-\WWyandotte
#Lawrence

#Shawnee Mission=-gast
*#Shawnee Mission-North
*Shawnee Mission-Northwest
#Shawnee Mission-South
#Shawnee Mission-iest
Topeka

#*wichita-East
#iyichita-Heights
Wichita-North
#Wichita-3outh
Wichita=-goutheast
#Wichita-west
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In recent years speech and theatre progqrams have developed
an fmportant role in secondary education, A survey done by Joseph
Peluso indicatqd that "92% of most U.S. high schools put on plays
but only 37% offer theatre courses."-

This study investigated the speech and drama programs in
Kansas high schools in an attempt to evaluate the adequacy of
these programs, A questionnaire was sent to every high school

listed in the Kansas State Hiaoh Schonl Activities Association

Membership Directory 1974-1975, Of the three hundred and ninety

schools who received ques{ionnaires, one hundred and sixty-eight
returned them, The questionnaires were then tabulated and
evaluated.

In generzl it was found that t!. larger the school, the better
the speech and drama program. The 1A and 2A schools have in-
adeauate facilities and occasionally they have untrained in-
structors, A large number of the smaller schools offer a basic
speech course but offer very few theatre courses. In many small
schools the only form of theatre is the extracurricular oroduction,
and there is little or nn clasFroom training nffered to the
students, There is an apoarent need to find ways of heloing the
smaller schools upgrade their facilities and courses. In addition,
they need to have trained personnel to teach the classes and super-

vise the extrazcurricular oroductions,



