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CHAPTER T

INTRODUCT ION

It has been said that women go to college for many and varied reasons.

It has often been noted that the desire for professional preparation is not
always the motivating factor behind the decision to attend college. Indeed it
has been hypothesized that some women are more concerned with mate selection
than the acquisition of professional skills.

Heretofore this notion has been researched in order to establish or
refute its validity or to determine the underlying factors, if any. If it is
true, there is undoubtedly some connection between a woman's home environment
or orientation and her particular feeling. It is obvious that the writer will
deal with two factors, orientation and motivation.

Statement of the Problem

It was the purpose of the study to (1) determine if home background,
orientation, and socio-economic status of parents have any deducible influence
on desire to do graduate work; (2) to determine what correlation exists between
these factors and the desire of the females to be actively engaged in their
professions after graduation; (3) to ascertain if there was any connection
between family background, orientation, and socio-economic status and the
desire to find a husband while in college; and (4) to determine the relative

importance of such factors on college females here at Grambling College.



Importance of the Study

This study attempted to answer questions which are of interest to the
writer. Having been born and reared in a rural area, the writer observed on
many occasions capable (academically) females who failed to take advantage
of scholarships offered to them and other means of furthering their education.
What were the reasons behind this?

The writer observed college females and is puzzled as to what influences
one to strive for one goal while another engaged in the same activity is striv-
ing for a dissimiliar goal. What makes females act as they do when subjected
to varied influences?

This study was limited by definite factors (orientation and motivation)
and females (juniors and seniors) at Grambling College.

Hypotheses

1. Women from families of relatively high socio-economic status

tend to be less marriage-minded than those from lower socio-
economic families,

2. Women from college orientated families tend to be less marriage-

minded than those who are college pioneers in their families.

3. Marriage-mindedness tends to be reflected in choice of major

and lack of desire for further study and professional incli-
nation.

a. Marriage-minded women tend to major in more domestic
subjects and make poorer grades. '

b. Marriage-minded women tend to disdain graduate work.

c. Marriage-minded women tend to think negatively toward
professional training.



Definition of Terms Used

College Orientated - This term refers to the tendency of the level of

education of the parents to have an influence on the thinking of the student.
It specifically pertains to those parents who have had some college training
themselves. It is assumed that while lack of college training need not cause
one to have negative ideas about such training, the possession of such train-
ing on the part of the parents would cause them to have perhaps a greater
motivational influence upon their children.

College Pioneers - This term simply refers to those females who have come

from homes where the parents have not had an opportunity to attend college.
It is assumed that a great portion of the females here at Grambling would fit
in this category.

Domestic - Where this term appears, it has reference to those major fields
of specilization which we consider as being of special interest to those females
who primarily want to become homemakers. These fields included home economics
and business.

Marriage-Minded (mess) - This term refers to the tendency on the part of

females to indicate perhaps a pre-occupation with thoughts of mate selection
and homemaking activities. It has been established that there might be an
inclination for some girls to come to college primarily to seek suitable hus-
bands. It is not implied that this is necessarily always a conscious process.
It 1is maintained that, consciously or not, this tendency will have some bear-

ing on the way in which the instruments were applied by the various females.



CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF REIATED LITERATURE
Upon searching various professional publications for material related to
this study, several studies were found which were thought to be specifically
pertinent to the study. These will be sufficiently summarized,.

Literature on Role Preferences of College Women

Christensen and Swihart presented research which was, in the writer's
opinion, strikingly similar to the present endeavor. This study was conducted
among the senior coeds at Purdue University. The researchers distinguished
between those coeds who were marriage-minded and employment-minded. This typo-
logy was set up on the bases of preferences for the first three years following
graduation. These data indicate that the marriage-minded had somewhat different
motives for coming to college than did the employment-minded. There was also
a suggestion that the marriage-minded tended to come from the upper classes
and from families with a college tradition. Finally more of the marriage-
minded were in general cultural education and more of the employment-minded
were following programs of specialized professional training.l

Noble did a study on Black Women college graduates from six geographical
sections of the country who had had an opportunity to test out in life the
results of their education. They were asked to participate in a questionnaire
survey. An effort was made to find out what these women wanted out of college,
what college did for them and what college failed to do as they saw it then in
retrospect.

The majority of the graduates were in the teaching profession, which has

traditionally been the main occupation of Blacks and women. It should

lHarved T. Christensen and Marilyn M. Swihart, ""Post-Graduation Role
Preferences of Senior Women in College," Marriage and Family Living, 18:52,
February, 1956.




be stated, however, that among the youngest graduates, over 60 per cent were
engaged in occupations other than teaching. Optimistically this reflects
the expanding opportunities for Blacks.

The majority of the graduates were married. Only 6 per cent of the women
were housewives. The rest were employed. More than 73 per cent had studied
beyond the baccalaureate degree. Approximately 48 per cent of the graduates
had earned M. 5. deg—rees.2

The majority of the graduates chose the following items as those important
for college to give a Black woman: (1) training for a particular occupation
and profession, (2) the desire-and the ability-to be a more useful citizen, and
(3) preparation for marriage and family life. When other college women have
been asked to indicate values they believe to be most important in a college
education, they have chosen a cultural, liberal arts value as most important.

What will be fhe probable social and psychological life roles of Black
college graduates? Noble felt that certainly the majority of these women will
work. White college women may or may not plan to work, but tend to pursue a

college education as a kind of preparation that they might fall back on in case

of an emergency.

Literature on Expectation of Women Regarding Marriage and a Career

Ostlund's study traced occupational choice patterns by interrelating the
past experiences, present curricula, and future goals of Black college women.
He felt that there is a reciprocal relationship between the individual's

choice of vocation, psychological adjustment, and social status. This research

2 Jeanne L. Noble, '"Negro Women Today and Their Education," Journal of
Negro Education, 18:15-18, Winter, 1957.

31bid., pp. 19-20.



was related to a previcus study by Ostlund which revealed that interests and
motivation were related importantly to educational plans and college achieve-
ment. Concerning vocational choice, 68 per cent had committed themselves to

education, business, home economics, social studies, and medicine, in that
order. Half of the group indicated that they expected to work after marriage,
even though it was not necessary financially.l*

Olien and Donohue did a study on data from a survey of graduating high
school seniors in Minnesota in 1956, and from a 1963 follow-up survey of
females graduates. The following are results of longitudinal and educational
attainment as they relate to expectations, residence, father's occupation,
and parents' education:

(1) Occupational expectations were significantly related to occupational
attainment, (2) occupational and educational attainment differ significantly
by area of residence, (3) occupational attainment differssignificantly with
father's occupation, and (4) the educational attainment of females is signifi-
cantly related to the education of both parents; the daughter of parents who
have attended college is more likely to go beyond high school in her education,?”

A more generalized study of differences in role aspirations was made by
Empey. This study was conducted among firls in high school and young women

in college in the State of Washington. This study sought to establish the

4leonard A. Ostlund, "Occupational Choice Patterns of Negro College Women,"
Journal of Negro Education, 18:86-91, Winter, 1957.

5G. A. Donohue and C. Olien, "Occupational and Educational Attainment of
Women as Related to High School Occupational Expectations and Background Factors,"
American Vocational Journal, 45:38, December, 1970.




prevalence of one role expectation over another from a traditional rather
than a conditional standpoint. Insofar as the career versus marriage question
is concerned, these young women heavily favored marriage; eight out of ten
college women said they preferred it to a career.® It is also concluded that
there was a growing tendency for young women to view their roles as a dual
one.

Although the studies that were reviewed are commendable, they are in
a sense inadequate. Some of the studies were conducted many years ago and

in some respects differed significantly from the group in the present study.

6La'mar T. Empey, "Role Expectation of Young Women Regarding Marriage
and a Career,” Marriage and Family Living, 20:152, May, 1958.



CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY
In constructing the instrument and collecting the data, the general

hypotheses were used as a guide. The instruments were designed so that per-
sonal data and general information from each questionnaire could be correlated
to attitudes on specific points. The statements in part 3 of the instruments
were directly influenced by the hypotheses. Four of these were considered
as key statements and were correlated to certain personal data and attitudes
concerning these statements.

Procedure

A sample was taken from the junior and senior females at Grambling Col-
lege during the month of February, 1972. There were no provisions made for
differences among these two groups as far as attitudes were concerned. One
hundred females from among the residents of Adams Hall were sampled. Question-
naires were not given to females who were married, since it was felt that they

would tend to bias the sample.



CHAPTER IV
FINDINGS

The analysis of the data was conducted by a systematic and comprehensive
examination of the tables. The table analysis included the application of pre-
centage as a statistical measure in determining the findings.

The data with regard to the ages of females in the sample study is included
in Table I. The ages for both junior and senior females were tabulated. It
was found that 84.6 per cent of the juniors were between the ages of 19 and 21.
Most of the seniors were also between the ages of 19 and 21. This naturally
is a reflection of the age of most college graduates.

It has been recognized that the majority of students in Negro colleges are
education majors. This was borne out somewhat by the findings from the data
in Table II. It was found that 51 per cent of all junior and senior females
were education majors. The others were divided among the following fields:
liberal arts, 30 per cent; home economics, 10 per cent; business 5 per cent;

and 4 per cent distributed in other fields.



10

===

001 29 001 8¢ 001 001 TVLOL

0 0 0 0 0 0 aA0qQY-GT
2°92 91 761 9 [44 ¢z w2-~22
8 ¢l cY 9°'%8 te 8L 8L 12-61

0 0 0 0 0 0 81-91
JUo) do4g Toquny JUD) do9g BELT JUe) A94 Toquny 98y

1e30L
s10Tuag sioTung

ZL61 “RAvVEIEd

VNVISINOT ‘ONITERVED “EO9TTION ONITIWVED

OV Ad QIIJISSVID STIVWHA YOINHS ANV YOINNC 0 TIIWVS AAALS

I TIdvVL



11

001 19 001 6t 001 001 TVLOL

9°1 1 [A: € % Y 124930

6% € 1°6 [4 S S g8aUuT sng

¢'8 g 8°71 S 01 o1 SOTWOUOdH
awoy

G 6T 81 £°0¢t A\ ot 0ot 534y 1e12q11

8°6q e 9°ch LT 18 16 uotrjeonpg

Juen I9g Iaquny jua)y 1ag Iaquny Juan I9g Jaquny 1ofeR

810TUDg siorungp 1e10],

VNVISINOT

TL6T ‘XAVN¥EEd
‘ONITIRVYED ‘ADIATTOD ONITAWVED

YOLVA A4 QETJISSVID SHIVWHA YOINES ANV HOINAr J0 HATdAWVS AdLS

ITI TI4VL



12

The data with regard to the home towns of the junior and senior females
are presented in Table III. The home town was classified as agrarian and
metropolitan on the basis of population. Any place in which the population
was under 25,000 was arbitrarily regarded as being agrarian. The population
of the home town was determined by coﬁsulting the 1970 Census Report. Accord-
ing to this classification, it was found that 52 per cent of all the females
from upper class classification were from agrafian background. The size of
the home town could have a direct influence upon socio-economic status of the
réspondents since it can be assumed that those from metropolitan areas would
tend to effect the hypothesis concerning the socio-economic background of
the females. Then too the chances of a female's family being college oriented
would tend to be greater if that family was from a metropolitan background.

Table IV gives an idea of the number of females who were contemplating
marriage. It was found that 25 per cent of the total number of females were
presently engaged while 75 per cent were not. According to classification,
18.4 per cent of the total number of juniors sampled were presently engaged.
The majority of juniors, 81.6 per cent, was not engaged. Of the total number
of seniors sampled, about 29 per cent were presently engaged. The number of
engaged junior and senior females bears most prominently upon the basic reasons
for investigation. However, the total significance of these data cannot be
determined because no evidence has been presented at this time as to the moti-
vational factors involved.

It has been hypothesized that the educational attainment of the parents
would have some effect upon the aspiration of the females. When asked to give
attitudes on a statement concerning reasons for coming to college, it was felt
that those from college orientated families would be more profession minded.

Where the mother had completed only 7-12 grades, 56 per cent agreed with this
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statement and 26.4 per cent strongly agreed. From the sample, it was found
that 67 per cent were by far the largest majority of the mothers, who had com-
pleted 7 through 12 grades. Of the group where mothers had received B. A. or
B. S. degrees, 80 per cent generally agreed with the statement, "to prepare for
a profession is the most important reason for coming to college." Ten per cent
of the females indicated strong agreement. |

The data with regard to junior and senior females classified according
to attitudes on item three and education of the father are presented in Table
VI. As was the case for the mothers, the majority of the fathers had completed
only 7 through 12 grades of high school (61 per cent). Percentage-wise, there
was a large proportion of females who agreed with the statement (54 per cent)
and a smaller per cent who strongly agreed (30 per cent). This was primarily
the case based on the education of the mothers. But again, the overwhelming
majority was in overall agreement. The significant difference between the
two tables was that in the case of females whose fathers had B. A. or B. S.
degrees, there was 100 per cent general agreement with the contention. However,
none of the females whose mothers had received graduate work disagreed while
34.4 per cent of those whose fathers had received graduate training dis-
agreed. But the majority of those from this group, 66.6 per cent, generally
agreed.

Thus, it can be concluded that from the data presented on these two tables,
college orientation does have a positive influence upon attitudes concerning
professional training. This supports hypothesis 2.

The data with regard to juniors and seniors classified according to attitudes
concerning Item 3 and occupation of parents are presented in Table VII. The
ma jority of the chief wage earners was engaged in domestic or common labor
(48 per cent). The next largest group was professional (25 per cent) followed

by other general categories (17 per cent) and by proprietors and managers.
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A combination of those who generally agreed,with those who strongly agreed

in all four categories, showed that the professionals had the highest overall
percentages (88 per cent). The others in order of rank were domestic or labor
33.3 per cent; and proprietors and managers 80 per cent.

It was felt that the data from Table VII support hypothesis 1} women
from higher socio-economic status families tend to be less marriage-minded.

It has been hypothesized that marriage-mindedness tendsto be reflected
in choice of major. It was also felt that marriage-minded women would tend
to majof in those fields that would prepare them for housekeeping. Upon
analyzing the data it was found that as a whole both junior and senior females
tended to disagree with Item 4 concerning delaying marriage. Table VIII shows
that 40 per cent generally disagreed while 22 per cent were undecided. The
combined percentages for those who disagreed slightly and those who disagreed
strongly were home economics 60 per cent and business 90 per cent. This tends
to support the third hypothesis that marriage-mindedness does have a bearing
upon the choice of major. The fact that about 67 per cent of the females
majoring in education disagreed is seen as a reflection of the trend in Negro
colleges. The majority of students in Negro colleges are education majors.
However, the writer feels that this particular finding will be somewhat dif-
ferent 2 years from today.

Reference to Table IX will show that 50 per cent of both junior and senior
females had a cumulative average of from 2.5 to 2.9. Thirty-four per cent had
averages from 2.0 to 2.4, 12 per cent had from 3.0 to 3.4 and 3 per cent had
averages falling in the 3.5 and above category. If the minor hypothesis (a)
is valid then those responding to Item 4 negatively will tend to make poorer
grades since they are assumed to be marriage-minded. Analysis of the data

indicates that there is perhaps little justification for this contention.
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For instance, a combined total of those disagreeing and strongly disagreeing

in averages of 2.0 to 2.4 gives 70 per cent general disagreement., The majority
of those having averages of 3.0 to 3.4 were either undecided or tended to
slightly disagree.

It is concluded then that there is no definite relationship between marriage-
mindedness and poor grades.

The data in Table X show the relationship between marriage-mindedness as
indicated by attitudes on Item 4 and income of chief wage earner of family. It
can be assumed that the values of the chief wage earner in the family will in
some way affect the females' orientation. It was hypothesized that the rela-
tionship could be positive. But the analysis of Table X seems to invalidate
this position. Those females whose parents were professionals tended to be
undecided 44 per cent or disagreed 24 per cent on the idea of delaying marriage.
Those whose parents engaged in domestic labor or common labor tended to show
uncertainty or disagreement on the idea of delaying marriage.

The data in Table XI classify females according to their aspirations for
graduate work and the education of their mothers. Surprisingly enough, those
who were college orientated were not in agreement to the same degree as indicated
in Table V. Females whose mothers had finished 3 to 4 years of college, were
either undecided or slightly disagreed. Those females whose mother had received
either B. A. or B. §., degree, 60 per cent were undecided while 30 agreed. Those
females with mothers finishing from 1 to 2 years of college, 42 per cent disagreed
while the same per cent agreed. The females whose mothers had finished 7 through
12 grades of high school tended to indicate indecision. This too coincides with
the earlier definite pattern of Table V.

The data for attitudes concerning graduate work of females and education

of fathers are presented in Table XII. Again the absence of the same relative
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degree of agreement between data from Table VI and those from Table XIT is
surprising.

Table XII deals with attitudes on graduate work, while Table VI concerns
~ reasons for coming to college. It was felt that employment-mindedness and
desire for graduate work would be positively related to education of the
parents. Data from Table VI suggest this but Table XII does not support it
to the same degree. For instance, 67.7 per cent of those whose fathers had
- done graduate work disagree with the contention. Of the group whose fathers
had received B. A. or B. S. degrees 40 per cent were undecided and 20 per cent
strongly disagreed.

The data in Table XIII show attitudes on graduate work and family income.
Through interpretation it is seen that 47.2 per cent of those from families
earning from $2,000 to $3,999 a year generally agreed that graduate work is
necessary. A general interpretation of the table indicates that as the annual
income of the families increase, marriage-mindedness tends to decrease. This
seems to support the idea that a relationship does exist between economic status
and furthering ones education.

The data shown on Table XIV present one of the key points. Most of the
females disagreed with the statement. This might be recognized as reflecting
the degree of independence that has characterized the thinking of women in
today's society. Item 13 deals with whether or not a woman's place is in the
home. When this item was correlated with family incomes and majors of females
it tends at first glance to refute hypothesis 1 and 3. But upon closer exami-
nation of Table XIV it was determined that those who majored in domestic sub-

jects tended to be either undecided or slightly agreed.
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Table XV tends to show a more definite trend of disagreement on the part
of those persons from high socio-economic status. Females from families making
$4,000 to 5,999 annually showed 48.6 per cent general disagreement. Those from
families making $6,000 showed 40 per cent strong disagreement. This leads to
the conclusion that marriage-mindedness is related to economic factors of the

family and is reflected by choice of major.
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
Summary

The data from the study can now be summarized concerning the general
characteristics of the population studied. It was found that most (86 per cent)
of the females were between the ages of 19 and 21. Slightly over half of them
(51 per cent) were education majors. On the basis of population of home town
it was found that slightly over half (52 per cent) of the total number of
females were from what was considered agrarian backgrounds. It was found that
the difference within the total number concerning home town was slightly signi-
ficant. The summary of general information can be concluded by stating that
only a fourth of all the females of upper classification were presently engaged.

Summaries concerning specific information can now be presented. It was
found that the majority of the females had mothers and fathers who had finished
only 7 through 12 grades of high school. Where the females were from relatively
high socio-economic family backgrounds, it was found that they were more inclined
to come to college to get professional training. It was also found that marriage-
mindedness is reflected in choice of major but does not necessarily affect over-
all academic performance. Most females whether from college orientated families
or not seemed to be doubtful about delaying marriage.

Females where fathers and mothers were college orientated were not in as
strong agreement with the idea of graduate work as had been anticipated. But
the data concerning those from relatively high socio-economic backgrounds tend
to indicate that this factor does have a positive bearing upoﬁ desire for
graduate work.

Finally it was determined that females majoring in domestic subjects tended

to agree that a woman's place is in the home.
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Conclusion

From the analysis of the total study several conclusions can be drawn.
First of all, there seems to be a direct motivational relationship between
profession-mindedness and both socioc-economic background and college orientation.
Thus, hypothesis 1 and 2 are felt to be substantiated. Secondly, marriage-
mindedness was found to have at least a slightly negative effect upon choice
of major and desire for graduate work, but marriage-mindedness does not seem
to affect overall academic performance. Thus hypothesis 3 and sub-hypothesis

b and c are also supported. Sub-hypothesis a is only partially supported.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

This is a study that is being conducted among the female students at Gram-
bling College. I would appreciate your cooperation in answering all questions.

The information that you give will be kept in strict confidence.

Date Home Town
PART 1
Age
16-18 19-21 22-24 25-Above
Classification:
Junior Senior

What is your major or intended major?

Education Liberal Arts Home Economics Business

Please indicate whether you are

Presently Engaged Not Engaged
If you are engaged, are you engaged to a Grambling College student?

Yes No

What denomination are you?

Catholic Protestant Other

What is your approximate overall average?

Less than 2.0 2.0-2.4 2.5-2.9 3.0-3.4 3.5-Above

What is your primary method of financing your college education?

Support by Parents Work Scholarship



GENERAL INFORMATION

PART 1T

How many children are in your family?

35

Only Child 2-4 5-7

Highest grade completed by mother:

8-Above

No Schooling 2-6 Grade 7-12 Grade

1-2 Years College

3-4 Years College B. A. - B. 8.

Highest grade completed by father:

Graduate

No Schooling 2-6 Grade 7-12 Grade

3-4 Years College B. A. - B. 8.

Please indicate whether your parents are

Together Separated

1-2 Years College

Graduate

Divorced

What type of work is pursued by the chief wage earner in your family?

Domestic or Labor ' Proprietor or Manager Professional Other

May I inquire as to what is the approximate income of your family?

Less than $1,999 $2,000-53,999  $4,000-$5,000

$6,000-Above
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PART III

Please indicate your agreement or disagreement with the following statements:

1. A college education is probably the most important element for leading a
full life.

Strongly Agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly Disagree

2. To get a general cultural education is the most important reason for coming
to college.

Strongly Agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly Disagree

3. To perpare for a profession is the most important reason for coming to
college.

Strongly Agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly Disagree

4. 1If given a choice one should delay marriage in order to work.

Strongly Agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly Disagree

5. It is necessary for a woman to further her education after college.

Strongly Agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly Disagree

6. Families generally are disappointed if their sons or daughters marry rather
than finish college.

Strongly Agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly Disagree

7. A woman's place is in the home.

Strongly Agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly Disagree

8. A woman should have an independent source of income after marriage.

Strongly Agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly Disagree
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The Purpose

It was the purpose of the study (1) to determine if home background,
orientation, and socio~economic status of parents have any deducible influence
on desire to do graduate work; (2) to determine what correlation exists between
these factors and the desire of the females to be actively engaged in their pro-
fessions after graduation; (3) to ascertain if there was any connection between
family background, orientation, and socio-economic status and the desire to
find a husband while in college; and (4) to determine the relative importance
of such factors on college females at Grambling College.

Procedure Used

In constructing the instrument and collecting the data, the general hypo-
thgses were used as a guide. The instruments were designed so that personal data
and general information from each questionnaire could be correlated to atti-
tudes on specific points. A sample was taken from the junior and senior females
at Grambling College in Grambling, Louisiana during the month of February, 1972.
There were no provisions made for differences among these two groups as far as
attitudes were concerned. One hundred unmarried females from among the resi-
dents of Adams Hall were sampled. It was felt that married females would tend
to bias the sample, therefore, questionnaires were not given to them.

Results

It was found that slightly over half of the females (51 percent) were
education majors., On the basis of population of home town, 52 percent of the
total number of females were from what was considered agrarian backgrounds.

It was found that only a fourth of all the females of upper classification
were presently engaged.

Findings conceruning specific information may be summarized as follows:

(a) The majority of the females had mothers and fathers who had
finished only 7 through 12 grades of high school.



(b) Females from relatively high socio-economic family back-
grounds were more inclined to come to college to get pro-
fessional training.

(¢) Marriage-mindedness is reflected in choice of major but
does not necessarily affect overall academic performance.

(d) Females where fathers and mothers were college oriented
were not in as strong agreement with the idea of graduate
work as had been anticipated.

(e) Famales majoring in domestic subjects tended to agree that
a woman's place is in the home.

Conclusions
The study was exploratory in nature and lacks the design and statistical
sophistication for one to draw conclusions beyond the classes and participants
used in the study. The following statements were made on the basis of the
data studied:
(a) There seems to be a direct motivational relationship
between profession-mindedness and both socio-economic
background and college orientation.
(b) Marriage-mindedness had a slightly negative effect upon

choice of major and desire for graduate work but does not
affect overall academic performance.



