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THE SHEEP INDUSTRY IN KANSAS.
A survey of the history of the sheep industry in Kansas reveals
some interest ing facts that are difficult to explain. At the close
of the year 1872 there were according to carefully compiled statisties

T

39773 sheep in the state. This number gradually increased until in
1878 there were 243,760, in 1880 426492, and in 1883 the maximum num-
ber, 1,154,196 was reached. Then commenced a steady decrease in the
number of sheep within the border of our state, and a
valuation of all live stoek increased during the eighteen years be-
ginning in 1883 a2nd ending 1901, from 104 million to 155 million

dollars, and the value of live stoek products from 32 million to 74

million dollars, we find at thé close of the year 1902 only

During the eichteen years above mentioned the number of milch
cows was doubled, the number of other cattle doubled, t he number of
Lhorses doubled, and the number of swine greatly increased. There
were, however, only one-ninth as many sheep in the state in the year
| 1902 as were present in 1883. Since the year 1902 the number has
begun to increase, and sccording to the report of 1904 there were
| more then 167 thousand sheep in Kansas.
| Since the live stock statistics of other states reveal no such
fluctuation in the number of sheep as  do Kensas statistics, there

| would seem to be some peculiarity in the conditions found in our state

that renders sheep raising and sheep feeding unprofitable.

Just what this peculiarity is & careful study of existing con-

th lesds one to the conclusion thet
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| there is in reality nothing to prevent the farmers and stockmen from




handling more sheep than they are now hanad

this conclusion the reasoning followed to reach it will next be con-

First let us note t1

-]

e conditions found in Kansas, snd compare
them with those found in neighboring states where sheep are profit-
0 meke this comparison as con-
clusive ag possible four states situated respectively northeast,

southeast, northwest and southwest of Xansas will be considered.

the climate, soil, altitude and also the

the several states will be taken into account.

e
Ve

[ a)

ind in Kansas a moderstely dry climate with a large propor-
tion of sunny days in each year. The average mean temperature is

(0] o

b7, Wide extremes ‘e are found ran

-

about b5

(@]

to -20 . Sudden changes in the weather are of freguen

Y3 s o . o e | £ 4, A 2 s T At 2 2 1 mi al 454 3
The average rainfall of the state is about 27 inches. The sltitude

T Kansas varies from a height of 750 feet in the eastern section to
4000 feet in the western part. The feeds 'raised in the state con-
ist chiefly of corn, Kafir corn, berley and oats as concentrates,

and of wild hay, slfalfa, sorghum, and corn stover as roughage.

2y

he so0il of Kansas is well drained and consists chiefly of loam,sand

y’ > 1 : ~ T emaalds 2nals 3
and clay. The surface of the state is, broadly speaking, inclined

ito be rolling.
In the state of Iowe the mean temperature is sbout 4- lower

the variations in temperature are as wide

than it is in Kansas, &nd
and the changes as sudden. The average rainfall is sbout 30 inches
per annum. The altitude of the s=tate is about 1000 fee

Ses level. The formetion of the soil in Iowa is not different from

that of Xansas.Except for the fact that the blue-grass thrives better




[¢)]
=]
(o}
©
I
o |
(6]
<A
%
(4]
o
S
o
"
»
o
—
!_J
b
Q
()
]
3
4
B

in Iowa than in Kansa grow better in
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cansas tnan

;he crops of the two states are parcticelly the
Same .

The state of Georgia has an average mean temperature of about
66 . TWide extremes of temperature and sudden changes are rare.
The average rainfall of the state is about 49 inches per annum.

ion varies below 2000

haes in many localities a rather rough, uneven surface, but

shows no wide variation from that of Xansas. Cereals are not raised
extensively in Georgia, cotton beine the mein crop, but d-
ing this fact this faet there are more than twice the number of sheep

: 4 i - = Y« PR CY is Wey ~
in the state than are found in Xansas.

Wyoming, in the northwestern part of the U.S., has an averasge

0 0
mean temperature of 46°, and wide extremes ranging from 116 to -46".

el

The asnnual rainfall averages about 13 inches, a large proportion of
sunny days being the rule. The state has an elevation of from five
to seven thousand feet sbove the ses level, znd the surface presents
a wild broken appearance. ereals are not raised in the state to

4

sny extent but in the year 1900 there were more than five million

sheep in Wyoning.

n the southwestern part of the U.S., has

-2
(R

New Mexico, situated
a very rough, uneven surface. Neearly all of the state hag
tude of more than four thousand feet above the sea level. Tt
age mean temperature is about 50°. Wide extremes and sudden changes

of temperature are the rule. The average rainfall is about 15 inches

per annum, hence cereals are raised in limited quantities. In spite

of this faet however

day more than three million sheep.
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A careful serutiny of the conditions found in the several

m

ces
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compared does not reveal a single reason why sheep-raising has not

Y

been given more sattention in Kensas. We find sheep doing well and

5

yielding a profitable return on the gently rolling or level plains

=

of Towa where the rainfall is medium and the extremes of temperature

-

are wide, in Georgia where the climate is hot and the rainfall heavy,

Q

in Wyoming where the climate is eco0ld and the country rough and in

- -

New lMexico where there is a light rainfall end in meny localities a
hot climate.
Investigating further and confining ourselves to Kansas itself,

we can find nothing in the livestock statisties to explain why sheep

have been so neglected. On first thought it might be supposed that

sheep have not thrived in the state, but records show that the morteal-

ity among sheep(including those killed by dogs and wolves) is less

i
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in proportion to the total number, then is true of any other class of

4

livestoek. The decline in numbers must be due then to some reason
other than lack of thrift on the part of the mal s themselves.

A glance over the statistics of other states will explain in
vart why the number has so diminished, for we find a general decline
in the number of sheep in the whole country. This general decline

4 1A 4

in numbers is easily explained by calling attention to the fact that

wool was quoted low on the markets at the time when sheep begean

diminish in numbers, but just why the number should diminish in such

1Mrvev proportion in Xansas than in other states is a question that

to swine and cag +le r3151nﬂ th@t sheep have not received the share

of attention due them. Another reason for the scarcity of sheep in

the state that should perhaps be consider is the lack of steadi-

ness in the mutton market. It would seem that the beef snd mutton

| 2L/
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ts would be nearly parallel st all times, end thet anything

that would change one would change .the other. The fact that each
product is a good substitute for the other would also tend to keep
the prices of the two in equilibrium. But contrary to these, facts

the mutton market hag Shown a wide range in prices :nd tplb varia-
[ — S — =

tion has not bee; "arallel to, or governed by the beef murket

—

L)
The o0ld economic *u’@ *w&t supply and demand govern price must
have its application %o the mutton market, but whether the demand

regulates the supply, or the supply the demand, is & question ths

is not easily answered.
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order to create a demand, and that thet demand once put into opera-

tion will regulate the supply and govern the price.

(0]

ince the sheep is practically the only wool producing animal

T

and the demand for wool is constant the number a&nd kind of sheep in
all countries must determine the price of wool, since this product

st

s easily shipped and practically non-perishable.

rically may that there is already created

Assuming then as we log

e ]

in our western markets a lively demend for mutton, and assuming also
that there is nothing in Xansas conditions to prevent the state from

dine sheep states in the Union, we will pass to

E

being one of the le
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a brief discussion of the reasons why the aversge Kansas farmer
should keep a breeding flock.

While it is true that specialized farming end stock-raising
£ 8] 2

e 2 o 3
Perming. i

have in meny instances made 1arwer fortunes than general

is also an undisputed fact that diversified farming is safer than
ST e i '_’)"—_—_—____—-—_
5reuiglizc* Parmine. For the same reason that the farmer plants

several crops in order to insure good results from one he shoul

thus distribute his investment




Moreover, sheep have a real place in Kansas agriculture that the
progressive farmer of today cannot afford to overlook.
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The sheep is an economical feeder. He does not as a rule pro-
duce as many pounds of gain per hundredweight of grain as does the
hog, but this lack is in most cases more than compensated for by

the wider variation between the prices of feeding and fat sheep

e

than there is between the prices of feeding and fat swine. Another

guality that must be ceredited to sheep is that they readily adapt

t hemselves to a lasrge proportion of grain and & small proportion of

-

or viee versa. When grain is plentiful it may be fed with

roush

in price they may

profit to sheep, but when i

be fattened on green forage alone, which is not true of any other

class of animsls.

Sheep should also have an important part to play in meintain-
ing the fertility of many Kensas fafms. Every year 1is showing more

and more the necessity of adding plant food to the soil, and exper-
iments have shown conclusively that barn-yerd manure is the cheapes
t effective fertilizer known. The various classes of stock

all help to supply this need, and they also vary widely as to useful-

es of farm snimals were rank-

m

ness in this respect. If the many clas
ed according to their degree of usefulness in this respect, sheep

: : m1 rasanns for thi S a7 e
would stand first in the list. The reasons for this assertion are

thet sheep eat more weeds then any other class of stock, they return
more nitrogen to the soil in proportion to the food they eat than

do any other animsls, and they distribute the manure more evenly
B A S e e O

and trample the ground less

Another use to which sheep can be put is the furnishing of fresh

4

meat in the summer. A mutton is quickly and eas

y dressed and is



not so large that it
order

lamb may be kept fre

age

can be used for clesrinz =

owner

beine fattened large numbers of lambs from

4-1,

this

year

beeins to dry, end the lambs must be sold and removed to

of the corn belt to bhe fattened.

various feeding points and from
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a well
tances. With conditions
making large profits, but wh

value

the

complish even better results.
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to preserve it.

Again, &

the

Some idea

S1Z€.

mainteained

same time he ma
s handsome profit.

Aside from the sheep that are raised

nractice bids fair to increase rapidly.

such as fatten sheep V

~ailroad accomodations are good, both

tmown fact

of rape and

small grains,

be smoked, dried or put away in brine in

a dressed

supply of

until it can med by &

small breeding flock ¢ floek of poultr

-

The f1ock

would otherwise be wasted.
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d of weeds

in a patch of timber, den or stubblefield,

king for ther living and yielding their |

grass on the ranges of Wyoming, Colorado &ns

e portion|

th minimum are raised

hese points to X

Mississir

-

best mutton market west of the

he oreat adventage of being close to

more acouainted with
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other creen forage plant

and furnish sheep past they will
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reep can be given by the following table which shows the result of

o

his station during the winter of

a feeding experiment conducted at
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The lambs were from the western

class of sheep that ususlly come off the range.
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v justice to the sheep in lot number 10 it must be sailad

3

=

soy bean hsy was unusually coarse, as WasS also the Kaill

the latter was planted for the purpose of obtaining &
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Lots 5 and 6 fed respectively prairie hay and brome hay for
roughage with corn as a grain ration, did not meke large or econom-
jecal gains, which fact is easily accounted for by the lack of pro-

tein in the ration. In lot number 5 especially there was from time

to time en inclination for the
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attacks of
seours, which rmust have been due to indigestion, since the feed
civen was not of a laxative character. Satisfactory results are
not to be expected from such a combination of feeds, and one of the
purposes of this experiment was to show the difference in the gains

of lambs fed on such a ration, and those fe
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tion of common Kansas Iee
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Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4 are the ones that deserve special attention
since the rations given them are easily compounded and cen be fed
to large numbers of sheep with & mininum cost of labor. It is also

seen that they have the advantage of having the roughage ration con-

sist entirely of alfelfa, which 1s the cheapest source of protein

ory results and when we remember that

can be oreatly increased by early in which green forage
is utilized, we can see at once that lamb feeding in Kansas can be
made extremely profiteble.

As before stated our state is sdmirably adapted to swine &and

cattle raising, but the dry climate of western Kensas is certainly
ideal for sheep raising snd feeding. The TWO drouth resisting crops
Kafir corn snd barley can be grown here in sbundance. The state 18

¥’ > mil’ ) marlret 2| +h o =
ust between & feeding sheep market and & mutton market, and there

-

ig but little doubt that the farmers and stockmen of Kansas will s00

see and use these natural advantages of climate and situation.
It is true of many new enterprizes thet the men who have built
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are the
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for their work, and th

are foremost in promot

well repaid for their

materieally to the weal

g

who have re
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eived the largest compensation

ere is l1little room to doubt that the men who
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the sheep industry in
besides being instrumental in sdding

th and happiness of the people of Ksnsas.




