









































planning may be for a government, a group
of governments, or private organizations;
the essence is that it (a) have an area
dimension; (b) be directed toward deter-
mination and achievement of goals; and
(c) formulate a development plan which
orders effectively the physical, social,
and economic relationships. 12/

The primary goal of comprehensive community planning is to
balance and harmonize the physical, social, and economic features
of a community in order to produce an environment which will be-
come a desirable place toe live, work, recreate, and raise a fam-
ily. Comprehensive planning affords a community the opportunity
to weigh the impact of one of its component functions off against
another, to establish priorities and make tradeoffs between func-
tions, and eventually, to arrive at a plan in which the various
functions are hutually reinforcing and in which the components
have been woven into a consistent and cohesive system.

One of the by-products of comprehensive planning activities
is a comprehensive plan document. Arthur D. Little, Inc. has
defined the comprehensive plan for a small community as:

The official statement of a municipal
legislative body which sets forth its
major policies concerning desirable

future physical development; the pub-
lished general plan document must in-
clude a single, unified general phys-
ical design for the community, and it
must attempt to clarify the relation-

ships between physical development
policies and social and economic goals. 13/

12/ Report by AIP Committee on Restatement of Institute Purposes,
March 15, 1966, AIP Newsletter, April, 1966, p. 3.

l

13/ Arthur D. Little, Inc., Local Planning: Performance and
Expectations, Report to the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (September, 1967), p. 4.
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