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Christliche Demokratische Union (CDU)

* Established, center-right party in power METHODS

Data Sources

* Traditional conservatism « AfD and CDU Twitter and Facebook posts

* New focus on security and immigration

Data Analysis

Historically popular, but losing some support

o oo 1 t t .
Alternative fiir Deutschland e cvaniCacoues

Newer right-wing populist party * Categories emerged through repeated, systematic

observation and analysis of data as 1t was coded

Anti European Union = Anti immigration (grounded theory)

Supports traditional families and values,
closed borders and direct democracy

CONTENT

Rapidly gaining support
piays 2 UPP * Crime, safety: Major focus of both parties

 (CDU: solidarity with/recognition of crimes, highlights
safety-oriented policies (current and proposed)

ge Use

pular for

* AfD: critiques CDU government for not protecting
h base and

“Germans;” crime 1S Increasing

1l media platform
CDU

of politicians

1, emoj1 all part
, soc1al action

* Wir fordern eine hdrtere Bestrafung fiir
Angriffe auf Polizei, Rettungs- und andere
Einsatzkridifte.

® Bei Wohnungseinbruch wollen wir die
Mindeststrafe auf ein Jahr erhéhen,
damit Verfahren nicht wegen Gering- £ '\l
fiigigkeit eingestellt werden konnen. |

ANSTIEG SEXUALDELIKTE IN NRW

~4+24,9%

TION

and ATD Opfer auf dem Altar derg _
b Willkommenskult

Alternative

for
Deutschland

their

alternativefuer.de

GERMANS:” Examining the social media use of two major politica

 Posts from December 1, 2016-March 20, 2017 coded for

LANGUAGE USE

e Prolific use of exclamat
e AfD: 1n almost 3

e (CDU: in almost

* Both use exclamation p«
* Exclamatory pht

* Emphases of stri
« CDU ten
 AfD tenc

outrage

Von 17 auf 23 Milliarden Euro gestiegen:

Deutsche Steuerzahler
mussen 35% hohere
Asylkosten tragen!

Boom!

1,9% Wirtschaftswachstum (BIP) in 2016

CDU
Alternative

alternativefuer.de Deutschland

IMAGES
* Both parties’ images mo
images of their officials ¢

* AfD: 1mages communica
German” 1s to contrast w

AfD:
* Communicates ideologi
informed notions of wh
“German’ via use of 1m
and exclamatory rhetor1



