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INTRODUCTION 

Bookkeeping is the art or practice of ke,ping a 'system 

atic record of business transactions, to show their relations 

and the state of the business (1). 

The two bookkeeping systems are the single and doubles. 

entry. Each system is composed of transactions that are 

recorded under specific titles or accounts The titles or 

accounts are determined by the nature of transactions that 

will be used in a stated business; for example if there 

are a large number of transactions of the same element, 

there should be a special title to designate them from 

other transactions. This gives valuable information con- 

cerning these particular transactions.. 

The single-entry system records transactions of the 

same nature under a specific title. When information is 

desired in regard to the amount of the transactions under 

a particular account, they are added together, the result 

being the total amount of the transactions under this title. 

Elwell and Toner ( ) says, 1That system of bookkeeping 

Which for every transaction records both the value received 

and the value parted with is called double-entry book. 

keeping." The values received are called debits and the 



values parted with are called credits. 

The first recordinii; (.). a transaction in double -entry 

bookkeeping is in a journal vihich is arranged so that the 

double recording may bo entered. 

The ledger is used to summarize like values in differ- 

ent transactions. The ledger pages are ruled for this 

process. The titles or accounts are placed in the ledger, 

and from customary usage the left wide of the ledger page 

records the debits from the journal While the right side 

records the credits. Those transactions are posted from 

the journal to their specific accounts in the ledger. When 

information is desired of a special group of transactions, 

it can be found in the ledger account. 

There is a debit and a credit element in each transac- 

tion. When the debits and the credits of all accounts are- 

added together in a trial balance they should be equal. 

This gives a very important *heck upon the accuracy of 

recording. 

PROBLEM! 

The course in high school bookkeeping is recommended 

on the basis that it teaches the theory of bookkeeping, 

it establishes a system for keeping accurate records, it 
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gives lu le information for business na, it 

promotes understandinfr of business procedure, and it pro- 

vides the student with educational, eeonomic and veca. 

tional values. 

The author, being a teacher in commercial bookkeeping, 

became interested in the vocational values that are offered 

by the bookkeeping courses in the Kansas rural high schools. 

He made a survey of the one hundred aixtlr-eight students 

that had been under his instruction since 1926. One hun- 

dred thirty.six of this number are high school graduates 

It was found that 58.8 per cent of these graduates were 

living in their bane communities. Only 2.2 per cent were 

using bookkeeping as a vacation. A survey was made in 1937 

of the high school graduates in the Phillipsburg and Vnter. 

prise high schools from 1904 to 1903 inclusive (3). The 

survey of the Phillipsburg Nigh School graduates shows that 

59.3 per sent of the girls and 52.9 per cent of the boys 

live in their home county. The survey of the l'nterprise 

1.114th School graduates shoes that 36.9 per cent of the girls 

and 34.4 per cent of the boys live in their home county. 

The author interviewed the county aqricultural agents 

of Norton and ehillips counties to learn how much farm 

accounting was being lone in their respective counties. 

These county agricultural tv7ents who hal occupied their 
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poritions for only a few months., reported that they did not 

know of a complete farm account book in their counties. A 

letter of inquiry was written to the Pills county agr icul. 

tural ai7cnt in regard to a complete farm account book. He 

replied that he did not have an accurate or complete farm 

account book available. 

The authors in an attempt to make the vocational 

values greater for the student in the rural high school 

bookkeeping course, has written a farm accounting practice 

set to be correlated with the commercial bookkeeping course. 

The transactions include all of the business of a farm 

family for a year and record the values which the farm 

family receives, from the farm for its own use. The trans- 

actions are practical farm transactions which occur in an 

average farm family nd which are written in detail to 

create a greater interest and give a better conception of 

farm values to the student. 

The double-entry system of bookkeeping was selected 

for the following reasons: it has effective methods which 

the single.ientry does not have for detecting errors made 

in the recording of accounts and the making of statements; 

it is generally accepted and used in the schools; it clearly 

indicates the functions of the business; it condenses in 

itemized statements the imnartant information about the 
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operation of the business; it stresses interpretative 

accounting applicable to any other business statements it 

which one might wish to invest money; and it 7,1ves the 

student an opportunity to correlate this practical farm 

business procedure with his training in commercial bookkeep- 

ing. 

THP CONSTRUCTION OF THr PAM PRACTIG7 g_TT 

The first sten in the construction of the practice set 

was the writing of the transactions for one The 

alathor then studied the transactions and classified them, 

placinf! all transactions of like element unJor a sneciftc 

Accounts It was only by this ians that the varied trans- 

actions of a years business could be placed in a sin-le 

system. 

The basis for the selection of accounts was the use 
fulness to the individual farm operator. The farmer would 

want the accounts that were use4 frequently clearly defined. 

the -counts that would determine the income or less in his 

farm business, the accounts useful for any tax reperting 

showin47 the meets and liabilities, and the accounts neces- 

sary to record the benefits derived from the farm. It 

would be valuable inforoation to the farmer for future 



planning and buageting to know the exact sources of his 

incomes and the accurate amount of each of his expenditureS. 

The income, expense, fi prietr,r interest, and 

liability accounts were placed in the farm practice set 

without any change from the customary double-entry bookkeep- 

ing system. The asset accounts were unchanged with the 

exception of the poultryolivestock and feeds, and grains 

and supplies inventories. it was necessary to make 

different adjustment entries than are used by the usual 

double-entry bookk-4epinz; syster:. an inventory of 44 

livestock, for example, :Jay increase or decrease aac to 

different reasons.; such as, fluctuatiena in markc,t price, 

increased value of .0:rowing livestock, increase of livestock 

rug' breeding, loss of livestock, poorer oondition 

of livestoct theft, or age. In all these reasons 31ven 

for the increase or decrease of the livestock inventory, 

the inventory has no boon added to by purebasee nor re- 

duced by sales. These changes are constantly occur in 

both the livestock and poultry inventories.. This.makOS it 

necessary to use an increase or 'ecrease account with the 

livestock aal poultry inventories when makint., the adjustmon1W6 

'Ilion a sale is made of poultry or livestock it is 

entered in the sale account In the items of Income journal 

Sales are classified as incone accounts in the double- 



entry system. 

The feed, graine, and supplies inventory is suject to 

oharde. The livestoc7s. and poultry are fed from this feed 

and drain supsly; prize fluctuations or loss makes chanos 

in the inventory value . An inorease or decrease account 

is used for the adjustment of the inventories that aro 

affected by these incrossos and lacreascs. After the in- 

ventories are adjusted, the increase and decrease accounts 

are closed directly into t:fic profit anl loss account. 

The farm practice sct includes a general journal, 

Ito= of incec journal, itama of emponliture journal, In- 

ventory pages for the livontoe inventory, poultry invento- 

ry, 7:arm machinery and suppliss ilwentory inventory of 

other Property, feeds, seeds and supplies invsntory, ledger, 

also pages for the trial balance, balance sheet, profit 

and loss statenents, and the poet closing trial balance. 

The general journal is used for t?In transactions that 

do not have a special column in the items of inenne or the 

itons of expenditure journal. The adjustincr. and closing 

entries are recorded in the 7eneral journal. 

The items o insole journal includes all sales, cash 

or on account, also any other accounts throu[sh which cash 

may come into tte farm business. The s7oneral leor columns 
are placed in the items of income journal in order that 
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transactions other than cash may be entered. The items of 

income that are sold on account must be recorded in the 

items of income journal in order that the total amount of 

any income will be correct without referring to the ledger. 

This method of recording the items sold on account reduces 

posting. The ledger accounts found in the general ledger 

columns are posted directly to the ledger. A balancing 

of the items of income journal should be made each month. 

The cash total and the general ledger debit column total 

should balance the general ledger credit total and all 

income totals. These totals are not posted to the ledger 

each month. They are carried forward to a monthly total 

page. When the totals of each month are recorded, the 

totals for the fiscal period are totaled and balanced in 

the same manner as the monthly totals* This balances the 

accounts before they are posted. The totaled accounts for 

the fiscal period are to be posted in the ledger, excepting 

the totals of the ledger columns. They are not posted. 

The items of expenditure journal records all expendi.. 

tures both cash and on account. The cash transactions are 

recorded under their proper accounts in the celumns, and 

the cash is recorded in the cash column* The items that 

are bolOat on account are recorded in their proper columns, 

and the account to Which they are charged are recorded in 
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the general column and posted directly to the ledger. The 

items of expenditure journal should be balanced each month 

by addin7, up the totals of all columns, the cash and the 

general ledger credits balancing the totals of all other 

columns. This posting is the same as the postern g for items 

of income journal. 

The inventories written in the transaction book should 

be recorded in the account book. 

The ledger is the standard ledger that is arranged for 

all double.entry accounts. 

The pages provided for the statements are arranged in 

the regular journal ford for report making. 

A farm account book with all the transactions recorded 

and statements prepared may be found in the appendix. 

IrrriltPRI7rATION OF ACCOUNTS 

There are a large nudber of transactions in a farm 

business dealing with the farmer's products and needs. 

Part 3f those transactions are iniportant enough that they 

must have a separate account. Many of the less important 

transactions can be arranged under a single title, thus 

losing their individual identity but not their classifica- 

tion. This consolidation of transactions under title ]aflad- 

tags makes it possible for the number of accounts to be 
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limited, no teat they will make an account book f 

practical size with the necessary information. 

The sale of all cattle, bogs, sheep) horses, corn, 
yeleat poultry, fruits and vegetables, dairy products, and 

eggs should be recorded under their :proper 7'.,.cadins in the 

items of income. journal since they are the principal 

sources of farm income. 

The sale of other crops includes crops too small to 

be included in a separate account by themselves an is 

recorded all in one account 

Receipts from labor includes stall sums thrl,micllt be 

received from work not on the farm; for example, road work 

er hoping a neighbor. 

Miscellaneous receipts include small recel,oto too 

small for separate accounts. 

The household operation expenses include household 

supplies, laundry, postage, stationery, light, fuel, ice, 

phone, water, fire insurance, repairs, and housebel hired 

labor. 

The food account in the items exnenditure journal 

includes the food purchased for the family. The food account 

in the general journal is the arionnt o: food that is pro- 

duced on the farm and is posted directly to the led7nr. 

The food produced on the farm should be recorded on a 
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separate list or lay bo&c and be recorded once each month 

in the farm account book. 

The farm produce consumed is the account that records 

the total amount of the farm produce consumed by the farm 

family. 

The clothinc; account includes all items of clothing. 

Included under the health account weald be dentist 

bills, doctor bills, drugs, and oculist bills. 

Recreation includes such itons as clubs, social affairs, 
shows, vacations, candy, tobacco, or any expenditure for 

the purpose of pleasure. 

Personal care includes such items as hair cuts, hair 

dressin, all kinds of toilet articles, manicures, and 

other supplies necessary to help the personal appearance 

and cleanliness of the individual. 

Mucation includes itene for the development of the 

farm family; sudia as, school ezpenees4 papers, magazines, 
music, lectures, books, radio, and church. 

Donations include social welfare and charity. 

He improvements include such items as furniture, 

rugs, wall paper, ground improvements around the . ,ousel 

fencing, and all items that improve the house furnishings 

and close surroundings. 

Saving -s include life insurance, cavincs accernts, or 
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thvortrnentc. 

Labor hired includes farm labor only. 

Tractor expense includes gas, oil, and repairs for 

the tractor. 

Auto expense includes cas, oil, repairs, 1ieeso, and 

insurance. 

Other machinery expense includes blacksmithinc all 
repairs and expenses of small tools on the farm; for 

e7Priple, hammers and shovels. 

Livestock 0.7.penme includes veterinary bills, recistra- 

tion, advcrti2InL, breedinL fees, and narketin6 expense.. 

Crop expense includes seed purchased, threshinc or 

other crop machine work hired, fertilizer, twine, etc. 

Other fam expense inelu-s taxes, insurance, cash 

rental or borrowed capitals 

Miseeilaneous expense includes all items that do not 

need to be kept separate; for exw-plc, srindinz of feeds 

or the purchase of a watch doe. 

Mmprovoments and repair to farm property includes 

buillns, tile drains, ditches, and clearinc land* 

Purchase of cattle includes all purchases of catne. 

Purchase of hoes includes all purchases of 

Purchase of horses includes all purchases of horses. 

Purchases of poultry includes purchase of all poultry 

and hatchipc nes. 



Feed bought for livestock includes all food purchases 

for livestock. 

Feed purchased for poultry includes all feed purchased 

for nou1tr7. 

Purchase of farm macinery includes all purchases of 

farm machines. 

Purchase of other feeds, seeds, and supplies includes 

purchase of garden seeds, potato seed, lime, and. flower 

seeds. 

The account for gifts includes all Gifts to the 

family, relatives, and friends.. 

The loss of food account includes all losses of food, 

This account is adju.toa through the food account, Giving 

the correct amount for food and fumnishind information 

in regard to food spoilage. 

A separate depreciation account is used to record the 

annual depreciation of farm machinery and equipment, auto, 

farm house, truck, and farm property. These separate 

depreciation accounts are adjusted in the depreciation 

account. 

AREANCLUENT OF LIMOER ACCOUNTS 

The following accounts are opened in the lector in 

the order elven, allowin six lines for each account with 
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the or_ception of food, which should have eiLhteen linos; 

farm n.oducts cons ied eichteen lines; am: profit and 

loss eicht lines. 

Profit and Loss 

Salo of Cattle eteLl Receivable 

Sale of Hocs Cunninam ha 

R. Lon Sale of Horses A. 

Land ..xLie of Corn 

AutotebIle Sale of Vheat 

Farm Louse Lale of Other Crops 

Property Sale of Poultry 

Truck Sale of Lairy Products 

Household .PurnishinGs Sale of EØ 
Livestock inventory Received from Labor 

T Poultry Inventory interest dalcomo 

2eeds, Seeds an Supplies Purchase of Cattle 

Inventory Purchase of Poultry 

the Liam iu 2arm Machinery and Equipment el Taken from 

Inventory Use of the Parra Home 

Health Zavins 

Home Oil Company ,?ersenal Care 

Craft Grocery Company Lome Thzprovcent 

i3lack's arocory Company 

C. A. Smith (investment) Recreation 



Lduotion 

Food 

I:ausehold Operating I:,mpense 

Labor Hired 

Tractor Expense 

Automobile Lxpense 

'Zruok Ex.)ense 

Other Viachinery Expense 

Livestock Empense 

Oren Em;onse 

Other Farm Expense 

Miscellaneous Expense. 

Mmnrovomants and Repairs 

Farm Property 

Feed for Poultry 

Purchase of Feeds, Zeeds 

and &upplies 

Donations 

Gifts 

seed Purchased for Livestock 

17 

Farm l'rOducts Consumed 

Fuel 

Rent 

Loss of rood 

The followinc; accounts are 

used in the adlustinc and 

closinf; entries: 

Depreciation 

Depreciation on Farm Eachinery 

Depreciation 

Depreciation 

Depreciation 

to -Depreciation 

of Automobile 

Farm House 

on Truck 

on Household 

PurnishinEs 

Depreciation on ?arm Property 

Decrease in Livestock 

Increase in Poultry 

Increase in Feeds, Seeds 

and Supplies 
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TRANSACTIOES 

The following transactions are for the farm of Mr. 

0. A. Smith,. near , Kansas. The fa :n. of 

anith contains 160 acres--116 acres under cultivation, 40 

acres pasture, 5 acres for buildings, orchard, garden plots, 

and stool: lots Mr. Smithts family consists of four--Mr 

and Mrs. Smith an two sons, age 11 and 16. They attend 

grade and high school in town. 

The following inventory was taken by Zr. Smith on 

December 31, 193_s Cash t235.00, land 04800._J, livectock 

$1200,00 poultry 6120.00, feeds and supplies ,425.03 

farm machinery and supplies 025.00, automobile zi450.00, 

farm house 0200.00 farm property 1500.00 truck 6250.00, 

household furnishings and clothing 00.00. The detail ins . 

formation regarding these inventories may be found on the 

inventory pages. 

The following are the transactions for the year: 

January Transactions 

Jan. 1 Purchased with cash sugar 25/, toilet soap 104 
corn meal 154 puffed wheat 254 laundry soap 20/, 
gum and candy 10/. 

1 Paid cash, 13.65, for clothing. 
1 Paid cash, '9 00, for life insurance. 
2 Gave cash, 7.5O, to the church. 
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Jan. 7 Received obeck n2424, from the sale of crozl* 
7 Pail cash, 2.50, for cotton seed meal* 
7 Purchased with cash, r.loves 35e. kerosene 42007* 
7 Purchased with cash, books 1.00. malaaine 0.00* 
7 Purchased wit. zash. books 1.00, nai7azinel 

candy 85e, laundry soap. 15e, breal,zfast fool 40e. 
alt 104 au7ar 05e* 

8 fttcherel a hop' for home use Valuei at '10*.00,. 
10 eceivel cash 4.50, from the sale of eggs* 
10 Purchased with cash, candy and gum 414 writirv; 

pad 10', clothing .M*40. 
10 Pail cash for grinding feed 1*65 horseshocdng 
16 lieceivo3 cash, for the sale of eggs. 
16 Purchased cotton seed meal for cash, 01.25 List- 

rino 39e, school books 754 clothing 201. 
16 Pail :tontist bill with cash, 1.75. 
16 Paz-chased with caah, gaeoline for auto )4.40 

for truck 2.00. 
19 Purchased with cash, laundry soap 15e, breakttst 

food 10?, kraut 10e, cookies 5e, coffee 254 
soda 10e. *peon salts for livestoc34 26e, kerosene 
104 Mistol 65e. 

22 Soli for cash, six steers, '275*90. 
22 Pail insurance on the hue, !;164.400, farm buildiols 

22 Pail cash, 5.90, for carbide. 
25 Pali witb catch, lodge dues 5.00, hair cut 35,/.. 

25 Paid cash for auto license 4.5O, trucl! license 
6.,50 auto repairs 0.'75. 

26 Pain cash for feed inl inn, 42.l5, cotton seed 
meal U*05. 

26. Received cash, ;20.92, from the sale of cream* 
26 2ecolvo1 oath, 0.4.34, from the mile of eggs* 
30 Purchased with cash suilar 254 cinnamon $e0. rolled 

oats 15e, toilet soap 10e, broom sugar 251, navy 
beans 25?, puffed whet 251, toilet soap 5e, 
cornmeal ue, school allpplles 50e. 

30 neceived aback, 0.1.73, for working on the road* 
30 Received cash, j1..20, for the sale of eags* 
30 Farm products consumed; milk 45.60, butter 

eggs 1.400 chickens 0.4.80* 

February Transaction* 

ob, 4 Paid cash, 4.65, for motor oil for auto. 
4 Pail anal', ,1,40, for mantles ani 117htin7 
4 Paid cash ;,-,9.23, for auto tire. 
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Feb. 4 Purchased with cash, Liaterine 30/, sugar 25./ 
laundry soap 2510 cornmeal 141, o7sters 10/0 
crackers 10/, gloves 351. 

C Paid by check, c0.0010 to the Church,. C55.54 for 
life insurance. 

9 Purchased with cash ,clothing ::;1.500 clothes 
brush 3510 candy 5/, sugar 25/. 

9 Paid cash, 3.30, for feed grindir:g. 
0 Received cash, G0/0 from the sale of es. 
9 Received check, 0.0.5G, from the sale of cream. 

Paid cash for repairing a pump, 01.30. 
12 Paid cash, 1.45, for medicine. 
12 PaL:-. cash, 13.47, for clothing. 
12 Paid cash, 751, for auto repairs. 
12 Paid cash, 1.10, for clothing. 
12 Purchased with cash axle grease 00V, Eall cure .7r-4 

12 Paid cash, ;3.30, for harness repair. 
14 Sold for cash a team of horses, '235.00. 
18 Paid cash, 0.40 for clothing. 
10 Received cash from the sale of eggs 0..01, from 

the sale of chickens 004 
18 Purchased with cash, sugar 251, oranges 18.0', sweet 

potatoes 20/, bananas 151, peas 254 Jelle 50/, 
bread 281. 

13 Cotton send meal purchased for cash, 02.50. 
19 Purchased with cash, gas and oil for the auto 03.40, 

truck 
19 Received check, e10.17, from the sale of cream. 
10 Paid cash, 01.88, for clothing. 
10 Donation of ::,2.00 cash to the orphans' home. 
23 Purchased with c, rolled oats 201, cornmeal 301, 

graham flour 131, puffed wheat 13/, bran 25/, 
o7sters 251, crackers 19/, sugar 254 toilet soap 
101. 

25 Purchased with cash7cotton seed meal '4.95, for 
clothing 4.90. 

27 Purchased with cash, flour 90j, toilet soap 150', 
potatoes 304 

27 Lecelved cash, 01.71, fron the sale of egLs. 
28 Farm products consumed: milk 05.200 butter 2.14 

eggs .,1.821 chickens 701. 



Larch Transactions 

1 Purchased with cashlhatching eggs 0.400 school 
supplies 

1 Purchased with caahisugar 254 flash light 
batteries 204 lettuce aced 510 drugs W haircut 
254 clothing ;.1.53. 

8 Received cash.: 564 from sale of eggs. 
0 Purchased wit!). cash, corn flakes 104 sugar 23 

rolled oats 84 salt 104 beans 254 bran 23 0 

9 Paid cash. 63.250 for feed grinding. 
9 Purchased with cash a knife for nephew's birth 

day 291. 
9 Purchased of the Rome Oil Company on accomatogas 

and oil for auto 0.000 for truck 40. 
9 Paid cash, '2.100 for club dues. 
9 Purchased clothing by check, '276.14. 

12 Received check, 14.93$ from the sale of cream. 
12 Purchased with caahlsugar 251, soap 10%, graham 

meat 10.0 macaroni 134 oranges' 154 bananas 154 
flour 1:4 brown sugar 94 sweet potatoes 104 

powdered sugar 251. 
12 Purchased with cash, cotton seed meal, ;42...50. 

12 Paid cash, 351, for feed grinang. 
14 Purchased with cash, grit and charcoal for chickens 

554 starting mash for chickens 2.55. 
14 Received cash from the sale of eggs 12.424 from 

the sale of chickens p1.042. 
20 Sold Wheat for cash,. 3g.00. 
20 Received cash, 02.08, from the sale of eggs. 
20 Paid cash,. 0,75$ for telephone dues. 
20 Purchased with cashoTello 74 salsoda 144 post 

toasties I3/0 bran 254 laundry soap 30%, corrinoci 
1310 sugar 254 face powder 0..00. 

21 Sold corn to B. L. Cunnin .$ f,;25.0, on ac az=t. 
26 Received cash, 0..720, from the sale of es. 
26 Purchased with cash, crackers oats 15/0 tea 

104 tac',:s 54 laundry soap 11- flour pp/0 
sugar ar graham crackers IC1 lettuce 134 
spices 101. 

23 Received check, 413.210 from the sale of cream. 
31 Paid the Home Oil Company by check, ,6.40, in full 

of account. 
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Max', 31 ?arm products consumed: milk .1ti.6*2040 butter 2.700 
ecEs 

April Transactions 

Apr. '1 'ieceived cast, C1.820 from the sale of ecue. 
1 Purchased with casIllpuffed wheat 254 crackers 

14', oysters 25/0 soda 10g, su6ar 234 laundry 
soap 10/0 radish seed 154 

I Paid cash, c:15.000 for dentist bill, ''!;5.00 for 
doctor bill. 

1 Gave oath, 3.O0 0to the church. 
1 Paid cash, 404 for clothin. 
2 Received a cash rebate Ira:: the life insurance 

company, 0.70. 
2 Received eheek0 (,15.32, from the sale of cream* 
2 Paid cash, 02.32, for doctor bill and medicine. 
0 Paid cash, 2.7O, for crowing mash for chickens. 
7 Bought with cash,radish seed 34 onion sets 104 
8 Received cash, 3.2O, from the sale of egzA. 
8 Purchased with cash,suLar 254 crackers 304 

graham 144 post toasties 20/0 toilet soap 5 
toilet paper 104 bread 84 potatoes 204 

9 Paid cash, :3.300 for as and oil for the auto, 
t1.05 for truck. 

11 Paid cash '3.50 for feed grindin, 740 for hair- 
cuts* 

12 Paid cash,for clothinc t1.950 school supplies 61.20, 
13 Purchased with cash, oysters 20/0 sugar 254 toilet 

soap 104 rolled oats 154 laundry soap 104 
coffee 194 beans 2W, Lrapofruit 140 crackers 
25/0 bread 12r", 

17 said cash, 35,00 for a ilvinL; room rag. 
17 Paid cash,for repairs for orChard sprayer 0..870 

rivets for mower 204 
17 Received check, .10.42, from the sale of cream. 
17 Purchased with cashisuar 5og, bread BA salt 84 

cornmeal 234 corn flakes 254 candy 104 
20 Paid cash for sharneninc cultivator shovels 754 

nails 234 
20 Received cash, :,1.230 from the sale of eczs. 
24 Purchased with cash, olives 15/0 cheese 

bread 104 spices lbg. 
27 Paid cash, ;:3.004 for hatching e&Gc* 
27 Received cash, from the sale of egLs. 
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Ap 30 Purchased with cash sweet potatoes 201, toilet 
soap 154 sugar 50g, candj 5V. 

30 Fax kroducts consumed: r1ik c5.00* butter 4.40, 
eggs 41.5* C.licl:ens 

r.iransactions 

Paid cash, E3O1, for high school -;;la;/ tickets. 
Paid cad, 4'2.00* to subscribe for county paper. 
Gave cash, 0.50* to the Church. 
Received cash, c;2.73* fram the sale of eggs. 
Purchased with cath,flour 901, sugar 254 matches 
19140 puffed wheat 254 3upersuds log, laundry 
soap 154 bread 151. 

6 Paid cash* for sharpening plain shears. 
11 Received mall* ,2.72* from tlie sale of sc,-;,e, 

11 Paid cas:6* c2.00* for grinding feed, 23 for hair- 
cut. 

11 Purchased with cash, oranos 101, salt 104 See 
254 sugar 254 bread 20, cornmeal 13,. bran 
potatoes 204 bananas beans 254 brown sugar 
251, mat 274 kerosene 

15 Received check* 144.T7* from the ale of cream. 
13 Paid cash for gas, oil, and repairs for tr.i.xtor 

113.46. 
15 Paic cash, 6.16* for hatching eggs. 
13 ?urchased 1wbor far the repairing of barn door 

for cash, 42.02. 
l'aid cash, 1.25* for.:, cleaninL clothes. 

13 Received cash, Ca.01, from the sale of eggs. 
16 Purchased with eashisugar 504 toilet eoap 25$ 

rolled oats 194 bread 34 potatoes 2G,;. 
24 Received cash* 014.70* from the sale of eggs* 

1.73 from the sale of young ohicLens. 
28 Purchased with casi-.0uffed Wheat 134 bananas 101, 

prunes 194 broad 84 bran 254 graha.n 13/. 
26 Paid cash* fli2.90* for grinding feed. 
31 Received oath* 0.5.45* frc r,-. the sale of OPOSCM. 
31 :;.-'arm products consumed: milk .10* eggs Ca.800 

clAckens vegetables t2.50. 
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June Transactions 

June 4 'eacivad cash., c:1.000 fro.: sale of e,gzs. 
"2-urc3-Lsed with cash flour 004 suuar 254 tollot 
sealD 104 poet toast:too 104 mo(licine 454 candy 

polish 3, hoc 15,/ 

4 :,ave cash* .000 to the cllurch* paid cash* 554 
to the club. 

10 Purchased with cash, suar 254 beans 25e, syrup 
304 meat 24 checoe 

10 Pait:, by check, c..5.900 for carbide. 
10 Heceived cash fro the sale of eggs 4.06* young 

chickens 
12 Paid cashlfor gas and oil for the auto 0.901 

truck '2.22,0 tractor ',i,15.20, and twine 0.20. 
13 Received cash* 0..26, fro17. the sale of eus, 

for sale of youn6 chickens. 
15 rchased on accountat the Craft Grocery Coany, 

lard. 444 rice 154 laundry soap Oj, macaroni 104 
salt 104 (17:rioets 15/. 

15 Received check, 14.65, from the sale of cream. 
15 Received cash, c121.31, from the sale of hoLA. 
16 Paid cash, C1e..95 for life insurance, 3..75 for 

telerthene rent., 
10 Recelved cash, cl:ia.76* from the sale of ouzo 03,14 

from the sale of chickens. 
20 Purchased with cashivall paper c:5409* stock salt 

90 
20 Purchased on account, at the Craft Grocery Co2pany 

oranGes 14, lemons 104 laundry soap 104 Jell° 
174 Certo,594 suar 604 salmon 154 

1 Heceived cash* ;31.2541 from the sale of corn. 
20 Paid cash, 24,a4, to Craft Grocery Company in full 

account.. 
0.0 Purchased with cash, oyster shell 954 lard 25* 

bread 84 Listerine 254 sugar 254 beans 251. 
20 Received cash, l.38, fr= the sale of °Gess* nr1 

from the sale of chickens. 
30 Received check, (12,662, from the sal of cream. .;; 

30 Farm products consumed:, milk C,520, ea1.2.64, 
butter 4.10* chickens 3..40* vegetables 30, 
berries .4.0u. 
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July Transactions 

July 2 Loaned A, Miller c.50,00 for three nonths 
drain a note at six percent Interest. 

2 Received cash, ,C2.300 from the sale of eGGs, 
2.10 from the sale of younG chickens. 

2 Purchased with cashlvineGar 4O, suGar 47j, 
toilet paper 3j, salt 254 toilet soap 10j 
bananas 25j laundry soap 101, flour 95, shredded 
wheat 20j. 

2 Paid cash, 64j, for Grindinc. 
3 Paid cash, c,25.93 for life insurance preniun. 
O Paid cash for as and.oll for auto cZ,450 for 

truck C-5.200 tractor 0.7,20. 
6. Paid cash, 20.25, for doctor bill. 
O Pale cash, ;0.204 for clothinG. 

Purchase with cash, sugar 10j, Shredded wheat 20j, 
bran 254 jar rinGs 14j, laundry seem 10j. 

9 Received cash, ;1.75, from the sale of. 

0..40 fro,77 the sale of younG chielcons. 
10 raid cash,. 5.50, for clothinG, 
15 Received cheek, 0.0.400 from the sale of cream* 
13 Received cash., t1.10, from the sale of cls 

.2.55 from the sale of younG chickens, 
16 Paid cash., .?3.25, for Grindinz feed. 
20 Received cash, c1.48 from the sale of eGGs 

2.35 from the sale of young chickens. 
22 Received cash, 'i-780.00, from the sale of corn. 
22 Received cash, ;19.210 from the sale of oats, 
20 Paid cashfor pum repairs 90j, as and oil for 

the auto 5.20, for truck Z;5.200 
27 Received cash, :1,90, from the sale of e&s, 

3.23 from. the sale of young chickens. 
27 Purchased with eash,suLar 25/, toilet soap 24%, 

lard 25%, bacon 40%, cheese 14%, bread 20%. 
30 Purchased with cashflour 1.CO, suer 50, cake 

flour 40%, bananas 23%. 
30 Purchased with cash,clothinG ,270, broom 70%. 
31 Received cash, L10.420 from the sale of °reap. 
31 a.rm products consumed: milk butter c2.350. 

es cI:Ickens "Z:4.25, veGetables 



Aucust Transactions 

Au. 1 Gave cash, 0.00, to the church. 
6 Paid cash, 0.075, for doctor bill, Z:20.00 for 

dentist bill. 
6 Purchased with cash1 sucar 46X bran 130 soda 

shredded wheat 23w, ice 25w, post toazties 25 
meat 201. 

6 Received cash, ;:2.95, from the sale of you' 
chickens. 

10 Received cash, 4.00, from the sale of es, 6.30 
from the sale of younc; cLickens. 

10 Purchased with cash, suGar l.0O, lard 25X, bran 
251, bananas 254 laundry soap 251. 

14 Received cash, 2.420 from the sale of es. 
14 Purchased with cash, sucar 0..00, broad 20%, 

Pen-jell 25X, cookies 251., jar rincs 201. 
15 Received cash, >11,08, from the sale of cream. 
20 Leceived cash, 0.10, from the sale of egEs. 
20 Purchased with cashiblack pepper 154 mop 2010 

salmon 15X, Shredded wheat 25X, brown uGar 254 
24 Paid cashifer as and oil for auto c:2.20, for 

truck 1.05, for tractor ::,;21.30. 
26 Purchased with cash0bread 25, su6ar 

vinecar 251, yeast 84 flour 751, camphor 10. 
31 Received check, 8.57, from the sale of ereaL:a. 

3]. 2aru products consumedi mill: and cream 0.200 
butter cA445., chiclmns 3.50, es c2.00$ 
veetables 012.40. 

September Transactions 

Sept. 3 Paid cash for hair cuts 5051, for clothinG 
telephone rent ç3.75. 
Purchased with cashIlard 25X, meat 32X butter 10X, 
drLed beef 104 bran 201, bananas 10X. 

3 Received cash, çi.oi, from the sale of ecLs 
$1.73 from the sale of younc chickens. 

7 Paid cash, 1.70, for feed grindinE;. 
Received cash, iS1.20, from the sale of enzA. 
Purchased with cash0meat 251, bread 10X, cookies 
151, wax 101, toothpaste 50%, tooth brushes 201. 

9 

26 



27 

Se7A. 12 Paid cash, c'/1.250 for grease for at machinery) 
3.50 for sc::Lool supplies, 

12 Purchased with cashbread 254 bran 25/, laundry 
soap 204 neat 25A0 crackers 23/0 toilet soap 10/, 

14 Received cash, c6.080 from the sale of cream. 
14 Received cash, J5.640 from the sale of corn, 

'63,20 from sale of wheat. 
20 Plu,chased with cashluagar ;3.000 oysters 10!) coral 204 toilet soap 1910 slAces 20/. 
20 PaLL cash for gas for auto 02.2(4 as and oil 

for truck 
20 ;zeceived cash, 02.420 from the sale of egcs0 

5.38 from the sale of your chickens. 
26 Received cash, 0..4.40 from the sale of eggs. 
26 Purchased with cash, lard 254 bacon 25/0 bread 

154 bananas 13/, sugar 504 laundry soap 254 
bran 25/, coffee 40/. 

30 Received cash, DC0 from the sale of cream. 
30 .Carm.products consumed: milk 05,..200 eLgs,1.380 

butter ;,;2600 chickens C2.000 vegetables 0.000 
fruit 0.00 potatoes sixteen bushels 15.00. 

Octoboi, Transactions 

Oct. 2 Purdhased with cash, brown suj;ar 254 auLar 25/, 
flour 854 nutmeg 8/, bluin 254 peppers 25/. 

2 R. A. Miller paid his note 50.00, interest WW. 
3 Purchased for clothzn. 2b. 
5 Paid cash for feed grinding i3.000 for auto 

repair 50/. 
7 PurChased with cash, puffed wheat 25/, cabbage 13/0 

beans 32/, rice 20L laundry soap 10/. 
7 Received cash,. 3.070 fro the sale of eggs., 05/ 

from the sale of chickens. 
12 Purchasod with cash, bananas 10/0 moat 15 

peanut butter 204 jell° 25/, pc-ror 25 cocoa 
15/. 

13 aeceived cash, -2.75, from the salo of cream.. 
17 Paid ensh for corn husking 0.000 school 

78/. 
22 Purchased with cash, chIli 204 salt 100 sucar 

504 lard 204 
22 Bought clothing for cash çZ5.14. 
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28 Purchased wit% cash jello 13/, rolled oats 204 
bread 10;!, meat 204 cornmeal 204 

30 171.eceived cash, 04.68, from the sale of cream. 
31 ?arm products constmeds milk 5.70 butter 

2.23, chickens '.4.00, °cgs 04.10. 

November Transactions 

1:ov. 2 Purchased with cast:J.70110 154 bread 104 rolled 
oats 35/, meat 254 

4 Paid cash for corn huakinc 08.64, for grinding 
feed 2.604., 

6 Paid cash, ;.5,500 for doctor bill, 1.10 for 
medicine. 

6 noccived cash, a.,42 from the sale of chickens. 
C Paid cash,. 1.200 for scllool sup:olies. 
0 Purchased with cash4meat 24/, salt 10i, toilet 

soap 25%, puffed wheat 134 bread 20 
8. Paid cash, c.6.20, for clothinc. 
9 Bought with cash, C5.90 carbide for the light 

plant. 
12 Sold two hogs for cash G20,00. 
12 Bought on account at Black's Grocery Company 

lard 25/, sugar 50/0 brown sugar moat 25/0 
rapes 204 bread 10/. 

14 i'eceived check, 12.580 for the sale or corn, 
cash 05.00 for a horse. 

15 received cash, 8.1.3 for the sale of cream. 
16 Purchased with cashineat 254 lard 15%, salt 1 

tea 20%, bread. 20%, bananas 104 
16 Paid cash, ,3.40,1. for clotainG. 
16 Paid rjlackla Grocery Company cash, 0..35, in 

full of account. 
22 Purchased with cashjcas and oil for the auto 

4i4.600 for to truck 
23 Received cash, ,:24.480 froc;: the sale of chick no. 
26 Paid cash for medicine 60/0 for haircuts '10k 

school supplies 28%. 
30 Reoeived cash, ts7.14, from the sale of cream. 
30 arras products consumed: milk '.5.40 eggs '4.00, 

butter 2.90 vegetables 41.004 
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Dece:7ber Transactions 

Dec. 2 rchasci] with cash, lard 24, wax 85/0 al)T)les 25g 
meat 33/. 

2 Paid cash, or clotinz,t6.85, for Lyinclia: feed 
c:3*000 for faru gaper 2,0O 

7 Sold on account a cow for 02.50 to A. R. LonG. 
7 Sold Chickens for cash 2...0041 Ezn 
7 Purchased with cash,sucar 25, salt for livestock 

084 oleamarcine 10/, toothpicks 54 rolled oats 
25!, brown a;rar 2.51. 

7 Purcbased clothinL for cash,,17.00. 
8 Sold a cow for cash, 23,20. 
10 Paid -cash, for auto eenses. 
10 Pardhased a cow for cash, '..32.50. 
13 Purchased vith cash, raisins 1E24 t3ranes 

pineapple 84 pumpkin 104 meat 254 suar 50/ 
kerosene 124 bread. 24. 

14 Received cash, 0.420 from the sale of cream. 
14 Butchered a ho 6 valued at 0.4.00. 
1G Paid taxes ith cash, 021.16. 
18 Purchased with cash, lard 20/, sucar 75, beans 

eatneal 23/0 :vices 15, oran,ses 24;,:, bread 10 
18 Pal::: cash, 224 for school supplies. 
20 2aid cash for Gifts, ,S10.00, 
24. Received cash, C4.600 from the sale of cllicens 

0..02 from the sale of eccs. 
24 Received from A. R. Lmc; cash, !2.50; in fnil of 

account. 
24 Purchased with cash, flour 854 candy 504 elluar 

504 Jello 
24 Paid cash for telephone rent 3.1,75, tolls 25/. 
28 Purchased with cash,pineapple 154 raisins 174 

coffee 30/0 oranges 234 
30 Received cash, C10,92, fro m the sale of cream. 
31 Farm products consumed: milk and ceam 

escs 2.O2, butter C2.000 c7:AcL:ens 
31 Rent for the farm home valued at 
31 Fuel taken from the fare and used valued at c35.00. 
31 Loss of food: canned fruit, potatoes, and 

apples N.20. 
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TRIALS 

The third week in September, 1936, the writer talked 

pe:esonally to the superintendents or commercial teachers 

in the high schools at hirwin, Almena, and Norton, asking 

if they would be interested in teaching a farm practice 

set as a part of their bookkeeping course. Each school 

responded favorably. 

In October and November, 19360 the stencils were pre- 

pared. The typewriter was used to out the stencils for 

the transactions with the exception of the form for the 

inventories. The stencils for the account book were all 

cut with a stylus exceptinL the index and the headinLs of 

the inventory pages. 

In December, 1936, the transactions and the account 

books were mimeographed and assembled into form. The 

transactions in the transaction book are taken fron a form 

and household account book secured in I,*ranklin County, 

Kansas, It was necessary to use good Grade paper bemnIse 

the paper that is suitable for number one pens (which were 

being used in these co=ercial departments) will not always 

print mimeograph ink. Sb: different kinds of paper were 

tried before a paper was fund that cold be used. The 
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books were fastened tooether with a stapler and bound. The 

transaction and account books were covered with a durable 

heavy paper. 

A cauplete practice set was recorded for each teacher 

to serve as a key. 

The practice sets 

February, 19.370 to the 

Community High School, 

School. 

The author instructed each of the bookkeeping teachers 

personally in regard to the practice set. The instructions 

Given to those teachers is found in the appendix. It was 

agreed that if the teachers had any questions about the 

practice set While it was being used in their bookkeeping 

classes, they should notify the author at his ey.penso and 

he would came and personally help them with their problems. 

The author was not notified of any difficulty while the 

practice sets were being used. 

The third week in March, 1937, the author telephoned 

each of the teachers. Norton Community High School and. 

Almena Rural high School were starting en the practice set 

and Eirwin Consolidated High School was about ready to 

start. Four weeks later the author visited the schools 

were delivered the first week in 

Almon hural Nigh School, the Norton 

and the Eirwin Consolidated High 



perconally. Norton C nity Hieh School and Almema Rural 

High School were progre with the work, but Eirwin 

Consolidated High School bad decided not to use the practice 

set. This practice set was taken to Phillips 

School anC accepted. 

The practice sets re all returned the secc:: ceh 

in nay, 1937* 

The questionnairc found in the appond:L was Liven to 

each teacher ueing the practice set. Each teacher reported 

that the practice sots were easily understood by the sA;u- 

dente, developed a better understanding of a farm businesS, 

created an intereet in the -student e to keep detail records 

fo a farm business and that the students enjoyed working 

the practice cot* The only criticiem offered was in regard 

to the length of the practice set. One teacher thoeght 

the practice set should have a. six nonthe fiscal porio'a 

iretead of a year in order to shorten the, amount of account 

work, or reduce the nurber of transactions by emIttin part 

of those that were repeated frequently. 

CtrICLUSION 

The interest in the double-entry farm eractiee in high 

achoolo in the rural communities is shown by the roper of 



the instructors. .is shown by the 

tudentst zoc uestin that they wo-olc »ilce the books returned 

after they were e ned by the author. 

The farm practice set ()opposed of tr sac al 

iliar to the farm students and recorded by a system in 

eh they are trained sho-ld develop an t'degaZ. ?acv intc-ost 

in farm accounting so that those who select farming as a 

vocation would not neglect the iimportanois of keeping a 

complete and accurate account of all farm business. The 

teaching of a double-entry system of is accounting 7111 

broaden the students* knowledge in the field of bookkeeping. 

The detailed manner in whio the transact/ens are presented 

should show the importance to the studente of a complete 

record of all transactions, illustrating tc them the 

necessity of recording all values received from the farm so 

that a better analytical study eaa e wade of farming as a 

vocation. 

AmmowLEzmazTs 

Ackn 'led gment is wade to Dr. V. L. trick d 
prc essor of Education Kansas State College of y rio 11 
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criticism. 
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Instruction to the Touchers 

Tt.te autor explained the dodble-entry fa= 7.1,ract1ce 

,et to tno teachers personally. This was done to sow the 

teacher the main objectives and to answer any questions 

they might have conserninc this practice set. 

The teachers wers instructed not to start teachinL 

this practice set until the had eompleted set four 

in the text book. The students were first to study care - 

fall the interpretation of accounts in the front of the 

transaction. book. The accounts wore to be sttdied me,7:t0 

with the instructor pointing out and illustrating to th0 - 

students the procedure used in the sc. ustinc of the. 

ventories aria the reasons for this method of adjustment. 

The process of postinc the items of income and the itoms 

of expenditure and the balancing of these journals v as to 

be explained befesse starting to record transactions. The 

recording of inventories and the opening of the ledcer 

accounts was left to the option of the teacher. 

171, 
)e teachers were instructed not to help the students 

with their work any more than was necessary, so the the 



students ould make their own analysis of the transactions, 

The tesabers were to Observe any errors in this practice 

set, also the attitude of the students toward their worL: 

and the difficulties, if any the student had in interpret- 

inc thls system 

QuestiOnnaire 

This is a sample of the questionnaire letter sent to 

the teachers then the farm practice sets wcrc cam71ctod, 

Lozano Eansas 

ay 14, 1937 

nr, Sidney YOungquist s 

Almena Kansas* 

Zear Li. Youngqui.t: 

I would appreciate your enewering the following 

questions in regard to the farm practice set Which has been 

worked out in your bookkeeping class* Any criticism that 

you may offer will be welcome. 

Did the students have any more difficulty understanding 

the farm practice set than the recular commercial bookkesp- 

ine? 

KANSAS STATE COI LIGE L;B;)AR:7 
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Did the reeordinc of these transactions and workinc 

of the statenants develop a batter undorstandinc of a 

ram business? 

Were the tudents interested in 1:aepInc detail 

records of all far= brtsines transactions? 

Did the students en:oy rorkinc tie farm practice set? 

wish to thank you very nneh for your splendid co- 

operation 

kj' 
N TE L 0 I_ 

ely yours, 

LL 



(it miMra 
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