













































































west of the Assam Valley
west of winged mothers
and west of wingless children

the felons sleep
like prisms
in their cocoons
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bleached garden hose in the backyard, Jimmy unsheathed a knife
from his sleeve.

Staring from the second-floor balcony, his mother swayed
in a rocking chair, backlit by candles in the window. He looked to
her. She dipped her head. And Jimmy smiled.

He stabbed through the side of Smitty’s neck, forcing the blade
downward through his vocal cords, turning a raspy scream into a
soft, gurgling brook.

Smitty’s warm blood bathed Crackers, and Jimmy turned
on the hose.

Crackers looked thirsty.
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In a way only

She would understand
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Whip cream and coffee
That boy is a sight for sore eyes

Yea, his mama made him right.
That boy is beautitul.
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