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Summary
Rumensin was self-fed in a loose salt mixture to yearling heifers on
late-summer bluestem pasture (August to November). They ate 0.036 1bs.
of salt mixture (124 mg of Rumensin) daily, but performance did not improve.

Introduction

Rumensin has been shown to improve the gain and efficiency of grazing
cattle. Its intake has been regulated in a variety of ways. We tested
regulating Rumensin intake in a loose salt mixture.

Experimental Procedure

Thirty-two Angus, Hereford, and crossbred heifers were grazed in four
groups from August 4 to November 4, 1981. Two groups received a salt/Rumensin
mixture and the other two were fed only salt. The cattle were allotted
into four pastures, at an average stocking rate of 8 acres per head. The
pastures had not been grazed since spring. The heifers were rotated between
pastures every 2 weeks. The mixtures were fed free-choice in commercial
mineral feeders. The amount fed was weighed and adjusted weekly according
to intake. The cattle were weighed at the first of each month, after being
penned overnight without feed or water.

Results and Discussion

Average daily gains of 0.72 pounds for Rumensin-group steers were sta-
tistically similar to the 0.67 pounds for the controls. The average daily
Rumensin intake ranged from 18.4 to 200.5 mg. Adding Rumensin to the salt
decreased salt intake by 22.8%. The wide variation of salt intake on the
dry, mature grass prevented the close regulation of Rumensin intake. Also,
the maturity of the late-summer grass contributed to decreased gain and
could have affected the response.

RRumensin, product of Elanco Products Co., Indianapolis, IN 46706.



