2=
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SEC. KENNEDY
PAYS TRIBUTE TO
LATE MILO RENO

GIVES SOME FACTS ABOUT THE
MANHANDLING OF FRAZIER
LEMKE BILL IN CON-
GRESS .

KANSANS FOR BILL

Henchmen for the Money Changers
Put Up Little Argument, But
Cried: “Inflation

During, the past several months,
those who have joined us on . this
Farmers’ Union hour have realized
that ‘many outstanding ' leaders and
champions of. the cause of Agricul-
ture have passed from the scene of
actiton and have gone to their last
rest. :

Since the Farmers: Union hour on
the 4th Saturday of ‘ast month, Milo
Reno, president of the National Far-

~mers’ Holiday Association and for-
,mer president of the Iowa Farmers
Union, has passed away, mourned by
all ‘who knew him and all who are
fighting for the rights of the peopie:

Sixteen  years ago I was delegate
to- the Towa State Farmers’ Union
Convention from my . local, North-
Fast Junction': No. 566 in  Green
County, Towa. It was at this conven-
tion that I first met Milo Reno. He

~ was a delegate from the Farmers’
Union "Local at Agency, Iowa,

‘The deflation program: of 1920 had
been in progress for several months.
" The Farmers’ Union was protesting
against this_deflation policy.

A street ccar strike was on at Des-
- Moines, where the convention was be-
ing held. .The street car employees
viere refusing to-aceept a- drastic cu’
in- wages. A resolution was offered
from the floor of the convention, con-
demning Organized Labor for refus-
ing to accept a cut, Some' of the far-
mers felt that as long as their income
was cut, Labor should also take its
cut. There ‘was a lot of heat in that
convention.: st

A middle-aged man got up and
sought recognition. - It was evident
that he was opposed to the Resolu-
" tion. At first he was denied the pri-
vilege. I.was impressed with' the
man’s sincerity and got him a dry-
goods box to stand on. From the box
‘Milo . Reno made his first powerful
plea to the Farmers Union for inher-
ent right of the organized farmers
to refuse to aceept less than -the
Cost of - Production for .the products
Cf the farm and for Labor’s right to
vefuse to accept lesse than a living
wage for their work and its products.

The resolution, condemning Organi-
zed Labor was defeated and the res-
olution offeréd by Milo - Reno, de-
manding . Cost of Production for the
Tarmers was adopted. = °
. Mr.- Reno was clected Secretary of
the Towa Farmers Union that year.
The  next year he was elected ‘Presi-
dent. and that -year I was elected a
-state director. Mr. Reno served as
president for 9 .years, when he. re-
signed to-devote all his_time to.the
Fapmers - Union ~Mutual.  Insurance
Company which he had - built.

During the panic of 11932 Mr. Reno
vealized that all groups of society
should coopevate to stop the:.ruthless
confiscation—6f farm homes with con-
" sequent diminishing - farm ' incomes
and spending . power. He organized
snd became the president of the Na-
tional Farm Holiday Association, Ev-
crybody in  sympathy with the - pro-
gram of the Farmers Union could join
while we only : accept farmers . as
members. The purpose of the Farm
Holiday Association is mnot only. to
support  the ‘Legislative program qf
i{he Nat’l Farmers Union. but to forei-.
_bly bring to the attention  of - the
whole nation the distress of Agricul
ture and to use the force of organized
Amoricans to: protect the - constitu-
“tional liberty of our people and bring.
economic 'security ‘in the ownership
of the homes of the Nation. i

On  the important question of pre-
serving  “Representative Govern-,
ment,” Mr. Reno had strong convic- |
tions, which he expressed to me In
one of his last letters . as follows®
¢The most important problem that
confronts the American people is the
preservation of - representative gov-
. ernment. While there are many other
jmportant problems to be solved, and
I do not minimize their importance,
yet, under a yepresentative govern-
ment, where men have the. 1:ight. to
think, speak and express their wish-
es through the ballot, we can correct
thenmi. Under any other form of gov-
ernment conceived .in the minds  of
rien, we will be helpless in the solu-
tion of any problem.”

This was the philosophy that dom-
snated Milo Reno’s career throughout
the six years I was closely associated
with him in the Iowa Farmers Union
end in the ten succeeding years of our
friendship. -

It was but a few days before Mr.
Reno passed away, that he ' learned
ihat the 218 signatures were secured
. fo the petition ta_ bring the Frazier-

 Lemke Farm Refinancing bill out on
the floor of the House for considera-

‘tion and vote. He regarded this as a

great victory over the forces who

would destroy representative govern-
. ment. He was spared the vbitter,dis-
appointment of learning of the be-
trayal of ' the American farmers and

the betrayal of the people on Mdy 13,

when the Frazier-Lemke Bill was vot-

ed down on the floor by those very
. forces Mr. Reno had fought through-
out his long and useful life. A

" On behalf of the National Farm-

‘ers Union, 1 hereby pay my tribute |

. to & great man, a loyal friend, a cham-

‘linterest to the farmer

and honestly waged a great fight for
you and me. :
Behind the Scenes in Washington
It was five years ago that the Fra-
zer-Lemke Farm Refinancing = Bill
was first introduced in ong
of the United States. This bill w3
voted on first, in the United 3t @s
Senate in the Spring of 1933. It has
tuken five years to secure a vote on
{his measure in the House of Repre-
sentative,

On the 13th day of this month, the
House voted this bill down by a vote
of 142-235.

The National Farmers Union, which
is. composed of farmers throughout
the United States, has supported this
measure from the time it was first
introduced in Congress, At convention
afler convention of our National Un-
ion, the delegates instructed the Na-
tional officers to do everything pos-
sible to. secure the enactment of this
bill ‘into law. !

The Objectives

There are four main points pre-
¢ented in this measure: .
First, the duty of the Federal Gov-
ernment to make it possible for the
farmers of the Nation to own their
own homes and to assure them a rea-
sonable degree of security.

Second, to provide for a low rate of
interest on farm mortgage indebted-
ness, which the farmer ‘could afford
torpay and equally as low as rates of
interest the covernment is charging
othier . business and industry and oth-
er groups of society.

Third, to provide and make availa-
ble to our farmers the credit of the
Federal  Government on  the - .same
terms as the Government has provid-
ed its credit to banks, insurance eom-
panies and other businesses and cor-
porations.

And fourth, that the Congress of
the United States exercise. its consti-
tutional . power to coin  money -and
regulate ‘the value thereof. ;

1t ‘was on April 30 that the Jast of
218 members of Congress ‘signed the
petition -to make it possibe to con-
sider and debate this bill on the floor
of the House. This was accomplished
after b years of battle. On May 11
the bill came before the Congress.
On this day 220 members voted to
discharge the committee and adopt
the rule. On May 12 and 13, for the
first time in more than 15 years, the

tioning for the people under. the lead-
crship of Congressman Wm. Lemke
of North Dakota. For two memorable
dsys the rights of the "American peo-
ple for an opportunity to own their
hémes was seriously considered  and
discussed by  the: representatives of
the people, every amendment that was
approved by the sponsors of ‘the bill
was adopted. The damaging amend-
ments . proposed by the opponents to
the. bill were defeated. Congressman
Lemke holds the record of being the
first - Independent member of . .con-
gress in the. last 15 years, since the
depression of 1920, who has been able
{o command a majority in the House
of Representatives on’a highly im-
portant and controversial measure to
which the reactionary leadership of
the Republicans or. the Democrats or
both. of them, were opposed.
y Tribute to Representatives

‘T want to pay my respects to the’
152 members of Congress who voted
with the farmer-and with, the people
¢n the final roll call (ten did mot vote
themselves, but were paired for: the
Lill). These@ men placed the welfare
of. the Nation and the  people. they
represent above ‘the interests of the
private banker crowd who used their
power to control money and credits
to put the mnation in the money. pan-
ic ‘we are in and who have kept us
in there for the past 16 years.
On the last day of the debate, the
“Invisible Government” got into -ac-
tion. Many of the Departments of the
Federal Government under the con-
trol of the Administration took a hand
in the fight, from the White House
down. Back of the 'scene werc the In-
ternational Bankers, the Federal Re-
serve Banking system, the American
Bankers’ association, ~ the
League, the Economy League, - the
Chamber’ of Commerce, the reaction-
ary leadership of ‘the Democratic and
Republican parties, all ganged-up on
the farmer. ; :
It is encourvaging and important
that there were 152 members of Con-
avess Progressives, Farmer-Labor,
Deémocrats = and Repubicans, - who
would not be stampeded, or brow-
beaten, who would not be subservient
to the money—monopoly, but who re-
mained loyal to the people they rep-
resent. g

1 well remember that when the
Patman so-called “Soldier Bonus” bill
was first voted on in the House, there
wore but 54 votes cast for it. ;

The . fundamental issue of these
two measures was essentially = the
same., The Frazier-Lemke Bill, ‘as
Litterly contested:as it was, received
three times as many votes -on the
first ‘roll call in the House as the
Patman bill received on its first
+oll call. This proves the - progress
that has been made. fie

The fight which the National Far-
mers Union has made for the Fraz-
jer-Lemke - bill. ‘has already . lowered
3 1-2 per cent.
‘This is not low enough. The fight for
the principles enbodied in this mea-
sure is not over. It has only begun.

You know who your friends are, who
the friends of the people are. You also
know who your enemies ave: in this
fight. They are out in the open, they
are on record now, they can no long-
or hide behind generalities. You can
now use your ballot to reward your
{riends and ‘defeat your enemies, re-
gardless of party lines. The roll call
-vote is published in our National Un-
jon Farmer. . B :
Farm Credit Wields Money-Lender

Stick

To come back to the contest on Cap-
itol Hill, May 12 and 13. On the morn
ing of May 12, the Farm Credit Ad-

pion of _the people,. who co\'x_rmpu:ly’

ministration, headed by ‘Wm. I My-
" (continued on page 4). :
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AW INSTITUTE OF
- COOPERATION IN
~ TWELFTH SESSION

TRUCK AND RAILROAD SHIP-
PING OF PERISHABLE PRO-
‘DUCTS TO BE BROUGHT

v BEFORE SESSIONS

TO BE HELD JUNE 15-19

Ex-Governor Clyde M. Reed ~Will
Speak on Transportation in
Regard to Grain
Rapidly intruding  itself into the
front ranks of agricultural problems;
the increase in truck transportation
and the resulting complexities  in
marketing will be analyzed from ma-
ny angles during . an entire day of
conferences on transportation devel-
opments at the twelfth annual session
of the American Institute of Cooper-
ation, University of Illinois, June 15

to 19. . ;

Variously ‘described as. a = menace
and a boon to the farming industry,
trucking has been blamed for demor-
-alized markets and low  prices by
some; credited for higher returns and
flexibility in merchandising by others.
The ore obvious fact is that whatev-
or cffect it has is reflected upon all
farmers, whether they ship by truck
rail cr water.

In fruit and vegetable marketing
trucks undoubtedly have contributed
toward unregulated distribution, and
{he establishment of truck stations
for directing shipments toward  the
best markets ‘and away from glutted
markets has been the subject of some
phases of the problem affecting ‘the

during one of the sessions by Charles
W. Hauck, Ohio-State University; G.
N. Motts,” Michigan State College;

versity. S
Concurrently, in two sessions, the
truck situation -will - be discussed in
relation to livestock and grain. G. W.
Baxter, transportation director of the
Hlinois ‘Agricultural Association, will
speak on motor: truck legislation. A.
F. Potter, manager of the Cleveland
Producers - Coonerative Commission
Association will describe the ‘opera-
tion and financing of trucks by live-
stock marketing groups. i e
The long-time effect of trucking on
{armers’ elevators will be the subject
of analysis by M. R. Miller, secretary
'of the Missouri Grain Growers Inc.
During the general session:on tran-
sportation: problems, J. B. Eastman,
transportation - coordinator of the In-
terstate. Commeree . Commissionn, will
present a picture of the future of
transportatien in the United States.
The future of agricultural freight
rates will be discussed - by Donald
Conn, executive vice president of the
Transportation ‘Association of Am-
erica. ) : ; :
“ Former Governor Clyde M. Reed, of
Kansas: L. J. Quasey, commerce coun-
sel of the National Live: Stock Mark-,
eting Asgociation; and M. P. Rasmus-
sen will speak on transportation in

ishable commodities.

Relation of Connsumer-Producer

Cooperatives
piobing of the relationships  be-

tweden ~consumers .and producers . co-
onératives to determine the degree of
their unity of purpose, and their con-
flict of interests, will furnish the sub-
ject .of ~one of the conferences.

That there are two - schools of
thought on the subject, with many
intermodiate - degrees ' of wndividual
pinions, is: generally conceded by co-
operative leaders. One group sees the
movement as a development which
must advance 'on a united consumer=
producer front. Another sees it as qne
in which the interests of the produc-
ers and: consumers -are fundamental-
ly opposed. : ; :

Equally. provocative of discussion
is the question as- to whether farm
supply purchasing organizations are
in  reality consumers or producers
groups. Some hold to the theory that
inasmuch as ‘their function is to pur-
chase instead of market, they fall in-
to the category of consumers’ groups.
Others argue that because of:the fact
that farm supply purchases are in the
end merely incidental to the produc-
tion of crops, purchasing cooperatives
are producers’ organizations

Opening the discussion on these
several phases of the subject will be
Murray D. Lincoln, secretary-treas-
urer of the Ohio' Farm Bureau Feder-
ation; I..H. Hull, general manager of:
the Indiana Farm Bureau Coopera-
tive ~Association; and Quentin ‘Rey-
nolds, general manager of the Eastern
States Farmers xchange. ‘

Further possible 'conflicts in coop-
erative services will be considered at
several of “the other commodity con-
ferences, mnotably in'the joint grain
and farm supply session, and in the
dairy section of the program. Here
will be analyzed the problems of com-
petition between cooperatives arising
from ‘an overlapping of services in the

I

ject will include M. J. Briggs, treas-
urer and assistant general manager
of the Indiana Farm Bureau Cooper-
ative Association, and Frank Robotka
professor  of yural ~ economics, Towa
State College of Agriculture.

More than 120 speakers are sched-
uled to appear -on the 1936 program
during which ‘every factor, affecting
the cooperative movement either from
within or without, will be given thor-
ough analysis. Varying _vlewpomts on
¢ontroversial matters will be present-
ed, without prejudice on the -part qf
the Institute, whose sole purpose 1s
the dissemination of up-to-date - and
accurate information.

; et :

Farmers are the only ones who will:
ever build up the Farmers Union. If
you lag behind, you burt your OwR

| Education

Co-operation

J

Farmers Union ,
Mutual Insurance
Company .

© Mr. G. W. Bushby of Belleville,
Kansas, was elected by the board of
directors of the Farmers Union In-
surance Companies at their meeting
in Salina last week, to 'the position
of president and @ general manager.
Mr. Bushby is well known to the pa-
trons of the insurance company,
having been connected with the com-
pany for a long time as agent, field
man and lately as vice president. Mr.
C. 'W. Reed of Strong City, Kansas,
was elected as vice president and as-
sistant manager. Mr, Reed was until
the present  time secretary of the
Strong City Farmers Union Coopera-
tive Association. Both Mr. Bushby
and Mr. Reed are good cooperators
and able business = executives, The
Kansas Farmers Union is lucky  to
have such good men readily availa-
ble to fill the important positions left
vacant -by the .recent death of M.
Spencer and Mr. Peake. We "bespeak
for .Messrs Bushby and Read the best
of support and cooperation from our
Farmers Union follks, The best way
to help them is to give our own com-
panies: all our insurance business.

Crissie  Richardson will be  retained
as fieldman with the company and 1t
is rumored that he will be made ad-
justor  for the company. Mr. E. E.

perishable products will be discussed |

and M. P. Rasmussen, Cornell Uni-.

‘| Chicago, KWK, St.-Louis:
‘Lawrence: WKYZ, Detroit;

relation to grain, livestock and per-j

same. territory. Speakers on the sub-

Tagle of Topeka, Kansas, who had
been previously connected with the
Kansas State Insurance Department
has. been_employed as assistant/ field-
man. !

FARMERS WILL FIND . -
MANY INTERESTING
RADIO PROGRAMS HERE

In these days of important happen-
ings,  all = farmers union members
should tune in on the regular radio
broadcasts. If you have a radio, in-
vite your meighbors in, too, so as to
acquaint them with the Farmers
Union.

Farm and Home Stations

The National Farm.  and Home
Hour may be heard over the follow-
ing stations associated with the Na-
tional Broadcasting - Company, at
11:30 ‘a. m. to 12:30 p. m. central
standard time, each week day. WCEF,
WREN,
WLW,
Cincinnati; WHO, Des Moines; WOW,
Omaha; WDAF, Kansas City; KOA,
Denver; WOAI, San Antonio; WFAA,
Dallas, = 7 - ;

e

FEATURE HOME . .
~ ECONOMICS INFORMATION

Timely ' discussions of home ‘econ-

omics information are weekly - fea-
tures of the: National Farm and
Home Hour.  Best known among the
Department of Agriculture scientists
and economists who report to home-
makers’ weekly is Miss Ruth Van
Deman, editor of , the Bureau ' of

. Home Economics.

She. will be heard each Thursday
during June at 11:30  a.m,, CST.
(12:30 p.m.; EST) over . the: NBC-
Blue network . ; ¥

Officers of the Farm Credit Ad-
ministration also - are ~heard ..each
Thursday, giving information con-
cerning - provision of credit to farm-
ers. i

3 e
HIGHLIGHTS OF co:0P . ‘
MEETING ON AIR

Problems and developments in the
marketing of  products . through
farmers’ cooperative -associations will
be discussed by - leading marketing
experts in a broadcast - dyring = the
National Farm and ~Home . :Hour,
Thursday, June: 18, from the 12th
annual meeting of the American In-
stitute of Cooperation at Urbana, 11-
linois. - The program will be heard
at 11:30 a. m,  CST. (12:30 p.m,
EST) over the NBC-Blue network.

Foreign trade policies; = the soil
conservation program and their - ef-
fect upon farm marketing organiza-
tions will enter into: the  discussion

during the Farm and Home Hour

broadcast.

The American Institute of
toin is an educational enterprise sup-
ported by the leading farmers’ coop-
eratives of the nation.

INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL
e RELATIONS :

Institute of International Relations
will ‘be held at Newton, June 9-19,
Bethel College. . ° i :

The purpose of this institute is to
equip those interested in ‘promoting
peace ‘between: nations with the veli-
gious and gpiritnal concern for:peace,
the knowledge of history and current
development, - the understanding  of
cconomic  relations between nations
and to help them discover: methods of
making their concern effective.

As to attendance, any one interest-
ed in promoting peace and willing to
work for peace is eligible, The cour-
ses are planned particularly for tea-
caers, for students; for leaders in civ-
ic, church and women’s organizations.
The institute is non-denominational,
non-political, but educational in char-
acter. : : :
. The plan of work is that the morn-
ing classes will be under competent
authorities.. Afternoons will be devot-
ed to recreation, informal conferenc-
es and study. The evenings will be de-
voted to a series of public lectures on
current ~world problems, given by
men of scholarship and vision in the
field . of international relations. The
evening sessions will be held in New-
ton, the day sessons at' the College.
The evening lectures will be free to
registered attendants, but others will

|pay the fee of 25¢ for single admis-

sion, or $1.00 ‘for the series of even-
ing lectures. "

~Two hours \cred.i't,"’will ., be allowed

- \Institute work.

those who wish to get credit for the

. -
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CHESTER G. DAVIS

'AAA ADMINISTRATOR

IN NBC BROADCAST

SAYS ANY PROGRAM ROOTED IN
STRONG LOCAL AND COUN-
TY ASSOCIATIONS WILL
NOT GO FAR WRONG

JUST HOME FROM EUROPE

“Foreign Commerce to Survive and
Flourish Must Be Builded on
Foundation of Two-Way
Trade”

~ (Address of Chester C. Davis,
A.A.A. Administrator,  before
meeting of business men and
farmers at Des Moines; Towa, and
broadecast over ' a nationwide
hook-up on NBC, starting 3 P.
M. Central Standard Time, June
3, 1936.)

It is a real pleasure to meet again
with some of the men who have been
“and are now on the firing line in
charge of the farm programs. under
the Agricultural Adjustment and re-
lated Acts. The moves toward decen-
tralization to the states, counties and
communities, both of responsibility
and administration, which  we  had.
been working for in connection with
the old Triple A program, seem to be
advancing splendidly under the new.

‘Since I returned less than a week
ago from two months in Europe, I
anr-sure you know .a great deal more
than I do about the progress that is
being recorded under the Soil Conser-
vation, Act. I want to -learn more
about it while. I am out in the field
on this trip Of one thing, however,
I am wholly confident—that any pro-
gram which is rooted in strong local
and county associations of farmers
will not go very far wrong and. that

Coopera- |

any. program. which ‘lacks that firm
foundation in the soil is likely - to
have something the matter with it.

This section of the country has
played an important part in: develop-
ing ' the agricultural ‘policy of . the
United States. 3 :

I.remember. this State of Iowa, and
this City of Des Moines as one of the
historic. battlegrounds - in  the long
fight for equality for agriculture. My
mind goes back to one period in that
fight, from 1923 to 1028. :

In those days we were exporting
farm products in large volume. But
that ‘alone did mot solve the farmers’
problems.  There were two Teasons.

In the fivst place, the ‘price. ' our
farmers got for their exportable. sur-
plus: production of certain- problem
crops. automatically pegged the price
for all they sold in the ho:e market
as well. "

In the second. place, we were . eX-
porting in that volume only because
we were lending the money to. our
foreign customers with: which to pay
for those exports. It amounted :to
sending a shipload of wheat and lard
to Furope, and sending in.the same
boat the money with which to pay for
it—and then standing on ‘the pier and
cheering because we had ‘an export
market.

We were actually giving our farm
products away to whatever ‘extent the
foreign ‘mations did not-, repay the
loans—and . you know .how much that

SRS TN S AT N e

foreign market; it was foreign relief
work at the expense of American m-
vestors and taxpayers.

In other words, much of our export
market from 1922 to-1929 was
ficially- supported in ..a . way
could not long continue.

When ‘we stopped lending ~ money,
that false foundation - finally gave
way, and a rapid sequence of events
followed: The lost -export - market
caused supplies to pile, up at home.
The unsold  supplies  drove prices
down to “desperation levels, Yet the
individual farmer continued to pro-
duce unsalable supplies because he
was forced by these low  prices to
‘strive .for maximum production to
meet his high fixed charges.

. The result was the economic stom-
ach ache that was felt ‘round; * the,
world. ‘ Rl

In our fight at that time for equal-
ity for agriculture, in a nation which
was committed to the protective tar-
iff and which had raised the tariff
wall in 1922 under the Fordney Mec-
Cumber Act; we were asking that the
tariff be made effective for Ameri-
can farmers,; for the producers of our
export crops.. The idea was to main-
tain back of the tariff wall a domes-.
tic price: that would be independent
of the world price for the - surplus,
and then to arrange for the sale of
our surplus products at the world
price. Remember that although ‘arti-
ficially supported, a foreign market
for most of our surpluses did exist in
‘those days. R :

The farmers of the West, South,
and North, with ‘the aid of business
interests which recognized not only
the justice of the framers’ fight for
‘equality but the ultimate and perman-
ent benefit to business as well,
twice secured the passage of a bill
embodying those principles, from a
sympathetic Congerss. .

It was vetoed twice
pathetic President. ]

In the meantime a new world situ~
ation was developing, a different prob
lem calling.for different treatment.

By 1929 it was perfectly clear to
many of us that this particular sys-
tem of farm relief we had been ad-
vocating  would - not fit - the world
conditions - Two entirely new factors
had entered into the scene. :

One was that . we  had finally.
stopped lending billions abroad. That
knocked the props out from under
our -artificia exlport market. :

The other was that Europe was
not only back into its pre-war pro-
duction stride, but was pushing for-
ward into new highs, spurred on to

that

by an unsym-

! still zre'_atex’? production by the de-"

was. To that extent it-wasn’t really a |
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sire for self-sufficiency in the face of
a possible war. g

Our former customers. abroad es-
tablished new devices. to bar out im-
ports, or to control . their volume
where they wished. Our government
had shut its eyes to these facts. It
had led the world in: lifting tariffs
toward exclusion; and at the same
time, with its left hand knowing mnot
what ‘its right hand did, it had de-
manded debt payments—and optimis-
tically planned for continued and ex-
panded exports besides! It talked op-
’;‘imism when it should ' have faced
facts.

1 want to say right here that in
1929 T reached the conclusion that
the old methods of farm relief em-
bodied in the McNary-Haugen bills,
for which 'we had ' been fighting,
simply would not work in the new set
of world conditions that confronted
the nation then. I made my position
clear right then to my associates.
told them that I had trotted my last
heat in that race. A new policy was
needed to square with the existing
facts.

One man in the government in the

early twenties who gave all the force

of his great official ~and ' personal
power to the farmers’ fight was that
great citizen of Towa, the then Sec-
retary of Agriculture, Henry C. Wal-
lace. ;

This state, and this city, gave the
nation another great Secretary ' of
Agriculture in the person of his son,
Henry A. Wallace. He had picked up
the fight where his father had drop-
ped it. But Henry A. Wallace, too,
had ‘reached the conclusion that - the
old tenets of the farm fight were not
applicable to the new day. He was
one of the many who realized that
the new conditions ‘demanded a dif-
ferent treatment. -

Some men are so made that they
can readily change the plans of their
march toward an objective when the
lay of the'land has changed so funda-
mentally ' that the original path is
blocked, ‘especially if they see that a
somewhat: different route will bring
them quickly to the same’ objective.
And some men equally sincere in their
devotion to agriculture are so- made
that they do not readily change the
plans of their march.

And the lay of the land had chang-
ed fundamentally. After the War we
were no longer a debtor nation, but
had become the greatest creditor na-
tion in modern history. Export out-
lets are still of enormous importance
to us—because our farm productive
plant was built and geared. to ‘that
end. We must work and. plan for
them.  But the point I want to make
is' that we must move for them with

derstanding of the conditions' we are
up against. e

» Our* domestic farm program,.if it
eSO twatisTactorily - for the
farmers in the nation, must be based
on the realistic understanding of the
facts  of world trade as they ‘exist.
It was for the purpose of getting as
clear a picture as I could of ‘the con-
ditions among our former customers
abroad that I have just now - spent
two months in Europe where I talked
with farmers and: Prime. - Ministers
and import and export traders, with
‘Secretaries of Agriculture and farm
organization leaders, with economists
and business men and even with dic-
tators.

On my return I find four proposi-
tions, all of vital importance to agri-
culture, that have been or are ‘being
discussed seriously, though how wide-
ly I am not in a position to say. Let

me state those four propositions.
arti- | '

First, that if this nation will only
adopt the so-called two-price system,
which includes (siéibsidizing ' the sale
of our surpluses abroad, it can find
export ‘outlets for its agricultural
products, no matter what their vol-
ume may be.. . !

Second, that we, as a nation,, should
move further in the direction of na-
tional self-sufficiency. by. adopting a
policy of exclusion, of ‘isolation 'and
of higher tariffs, and by imitating
the ‘import control ,devices that are
now prevalent in Europe, ' ‘= ' -

The third proposition has been dis-
cussed in the past and it might
arise again. ‘It assails any farm pro-
gram that assists farmers to adjust
production to demand, on the ground
‘that it is based on economics of scar-

city. : ;

Tourth, that the: present Govern-
ment program which seeks through
1'eciprocal trade agreements to . ob-
‘tain a general lessening of interna-
tional barriers in the interest of
freer 'and larger. trade, should ' be
abandoned, and a system of strictly
bilateral trade treaties with other na-
tions ‘should be  substituted - in . its
stead. ®

I am glad you have given me the
opportunity: to discuss  these four
propositions here today. B4

Now, let us look for a minute at

| the first of these propositions—that

the “two-price system” would re-
gain our world markets. This means,
of course, unlimited production with
the surplus sold abroad at whatever
prices will move it, the difference be-
tween domestic and world prices be-
‘ing ‘made up to exporters. by Gov-
ernment subsidy. The removal of sur-
plus is expected to produce high do-
mestic prices, and these high prices
are to be protected by the policy of-
exclusion of imports. That is the
principle. AR )

I am not going to discuss it fully
Here because I am  convinced . the
farmers themselves realize that it
cannot . recapture : world markets. in
the old volume whder conditions' that
exist today. I do not see how - the
forces which opposed the two-price
plan can seriously consider endorsing
it as the program for agriculture now.

‘The leaders then in power fought it

all through the long struggle from
1923 to 1928, at a time when it had
a chance to work. Now that the ex-
port market on which it fully depends

1 lawyers. By these

a clear forward perspective and un-,

JOHN FROST RAPS
UNFAIR METHODS OF
BIG CORPORATIONS

RAILROADS DENIED FARMERS
FREIGHT RATE REDUC-
TIONS FOR FOUR
YEARS

TRUSTS EVADE LAWS

Big Firms Get Nice Rebaits While
The Little Boys Pay the Reg-
ular Prices

1. Corporations delay justice by
long and repeated continuances and
hearings and by all the quibbles and
technicalities: known to. corporation
unfair = methods,
Kansas farmers were denied fireight
vate. reductions for four years, and
on April 20, 1935 the railroads again
asked for another delay to August 1,
in order to beat the farmers out of
a reduction on their 1935 wheat ship-
ments, alleging they could  not get,
the revised rate sheets ready before
then. But Chairman Hoch of-the Cor-
poration Commission pointed out thak
the railroads revised their rate sheets
in 3 weeks in a similar case in which
the railroads reccived higher: rates.

9. Trusts evade the laws. When the
Standard Oil Co., was dissolved by
the courts, this trust dissolved into 7
companies, but with interlocking di-
rectoirs, .so that the same directors .
managed all the companies, and ran
the 7 independent (?) compariies as
one tiust again. After an investiga-
tion of the direct marketing of live=
stock, the Attorney General of Ne-
braska reported, “We found the big
packers had divided the state into .
districts. and: each packer assigned a
district.” By this method each packer
maintained -2 monopoly ‘in evasion of
the law, and the farmers were help-
less. [

3. The holding company is a trust
invention by means: of ‘which ‘the
trusts are able to solve. vast amounts
of watered stock and also claim high-
er utility rates to secure fradulen*
and excessive dividends. These hoid-
ing comvanies are often located in
other states than where the operat-
ing company is located in order to
evade investigation: and prosecution.
In the - Congressional investigation
several years ago as to why the
Bread Baking Trusts were. charging
such high prices for bread, the trusts
claimed they were making only 2 per
cent profit: But it developed . that
their stock was watered 40 times, and
they were really making 80 per cent.

4. Big Business talks much: about
competition being the life of - trade,
but it is"all hypocrisy. By crushing .
out +the competition of indepcndegp_,.,
and cooperatives by the devige of dis- - -
criminating -prices as explained in the
last issue of this paper, they: show
they really want monopoly.

5. Trusts thrive by secret rebates.
The Kansas City Star, of August 13,
1635, told how ~Sears-Roebuck forced
the Goodyear Tire Co. to give them. a.
rebate of $7,985,440. Small stores got
no- rebate, but the big .chain store
trust’ did; and were thus able to out-
sell the small stores.

6. Trusts make use of adulterations
short - weights, and other fraudulent
practices© During the Spanish-Amer-
ican. War the big packers sold our
soldier boys embalimed, “or ~spoiled;
beef: When Teddy Roosevelt-became
president he forced packers to -ac-
cept government inspection against
their bitter cry of ‘interference with
private business. The Pure Food and
Drug Acts made some more trusts
quit some- of their deviltry. i

7. Trusts everywhere seck to dom-
inate legislation and to corrupt law= /
makers. . Recently, in . Congress, Sen- , -
ator Norrig read testimony: that' an
influeritial member of the New York
Legislature received pay from the
utility -companies for holding up bills
in the New York Senate. In: the Kan-
sas City Weekly Star = of December
97,1933 ’is the statement that Wm.
Hirth, the big farm leader of Misso-.
uri., “asserted the big . corporations
and not the people are running Mis-"
souri.” In the Kansas . Republican
platform of 1932 and of 1934 are de-
clarations for the chain store tax, a
nrevailing wage law, ‘and an anti-la-
bor-injunction law. But the trusts de-
feated the enactment of these pledges
of  the major poitical varty. Chair-
man O’Conner of the House - Lobby:
Committee of Congress declarved that
the Power Trust spent 20 million
dollars -to. defeat -the Wheeler-Ray -

burn Bill regulating holding compan-
ies, besides burning faked telegrams
to thwart an investigation.

8. The trusts oppress labor. Up un=- ° :
til a few years ago the Steel Trust
maintained two 12 hour labor shifts .
in its mills and retired its‘laborers at
40 to 45 years of age as physical bank-
rupts. Both state and: national mini=
mum: wage laws for women and chil-
dven haye been flouted, and the ‘sweat
shops ‘and child labor testify: to ‘the
triumph of the tyrant trusts. .In the
Congressional  Record of April. 1,
1036 is recounted the tragedy of the
drilling: a tunnel at Gauley Bridge,
W. Va. .in 1931 and 1932, resulting
in the deaths of hundreds of laborers
and almost certain death doom of 2,--
000 from slicosis,  because of the
trusts * inhuman disregard of safety
provisions in their greedy desive for
profits. fi By
.9, Trusts concentrate wealth in the
hands of a few rich and rob the com-
mon people—the farmers, the: labor-
ers, and the small business men. The
Brookings Institution reports that. -
111,653,000 poor families in  United -

$10,000,000, while 36,000 rich families
received an annual income of $9,800,-
000. The report of the 1928 Federal

is so largely closed, I do not

gely.: see how
. (continued on page 2)

wealthy persons dpa.id .61 per cent of
(continued on page Q) s

States received an annual income of

Income Tax shows that 16,000 very i |
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EDITORIAL

I have a letter from our Nationz_;\l
President E. H. Eveison saying ‘that
“he can-give us July 8,9, 10, 11 and
192, 1 wish all of you that want to
- have President - Everson speak in
youi: county and feel that you can get
him a good crowd on’ some of the
above dates would write: to me as
soon as possible stating which date
you would prefer but agreeing to ac-
cept ‘any  of ‘the above dates which
would fit best with his proposed trip
from" here to.the Texas  State Con-
vention on July 14.- I am anxious. to
have President’ Everson speak to as
many of our Kansas. People ‘as is
possible during his stay with us, and
am counting on the full cooperation
of you all to make his visit both a
success and a pleasure, :

e .

Cdllg{'ess'is largely. marking time

now while the conference committee;

of -the two houses is arguing over the
proposed tax bill,, We farmers can
quietly sit’ by ‘and watch' them fight
because .no matter how the commit-
tee .decides the costs of government
must ‘be paid and unless we wake up
and build a strong Farmers Union
we farmers will have to pay.them all

anyway, so its tails you win, heads
we:lose with us.

The Commodity. Exchange Control
Bill has finally passed both houses
and has perhaps by this time been

" signed by the P}'es'idént._ Next will
conte the- hearings on the regulations
to be imposed on the Commodity ex-
changes undei the new law. We hope
that the department will get busy

immediately and put. into effect reg-

ulations making it impossible to
manipulate the grain market in such
“.a way as to rob our.farmers of the
results of _their toil by running the
price of wheat down below its fair
eXchange‘value. It does us no good
to have good laws on the statute
books if we do not see that they are
_enforced. : 7 ,

The bill that was ta extend for an-
other two years the special : Land
Bank interest rate of 3 1-2 percent is
quietly sleeping in the - Senate Fi-

- nance committee with no chance of
passing . during the présent‘congress.
After passing the house with prac-
tically a unanimous vote one would
have thought that its erstwhile loud
proponents, as a substitute for the
despised low born Frazier = Lemke
JFarm Refinancing bill, would.not so
easily forget it. - Surely they must
expect to be asked about the bill dur-
ing the coming campaign. ' But they
know from past experience that the
memories of most of us farmers are
short: and that” with -the = piles. of
hokum that we will get from both
parties after the conventions we will

~very likely forget about the peace-

fully sleeping Frazier Lemke substi-'|

tute. ‘ et :
There seems to be a super abund-
_ance of promoters in the field try-

il

e

ing to promote all kinds of ‘coopera-
tive entevprises. They ave as -a rule
a dangerous bunch for farmers  or
any one else to monkey with. Their
main object in promoting an enter-
prise is self interest. -If there is not

.| ‘moon session,
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introduced after Mr. Anton Peterson
had discussed the picnic proposition. I
made my talk on the thought that
now if ever we need to build a strong
farmers: class  organization, that
it is up to all the members to build
this organization, which of course is
the Kansas Farmers Union. I also
stressed the necessity of supporting
our cooperative business = organiza-
tions with our business if we expect
to have them survive the combined
opposition of organized business.

After my talk our ‘old warrior,
Anton Peterson made a fine talk, fol-
lowed by another one by State Repre-
sentative Wesche and Mr. Rogers.
I do not know if Brother Rogers is
any relation to the Will Rogers, but
judging by his talk at the meeting I
feel sure that they are at least dis-
tant relatives. I hope that the wea-
ther will be such the next time I
come to Washington County that we
~will have a house full and that the
county shall have doubled its' mem-
bership by that time.

The meeting in Clay county, which
I was to have addressed on Friday
evening, was postponed until Friday
June 12 on account of the muddy
roads. Mrs. Roenrigk wanted me to
be with them on that date but be-
cause of other business it will not be
possible for me to be there. I am
very sorry to have to forego  the
pleasure of meeting them at this time
but hope that 'we can' arrange for a
meeting some time after harvest.

Saturday forenoon I was on the
program of the Kansas Feeders Day
meeting held at the Kansas . State
College in Manathtan. As both Dr.
Wolf, President of the Farm Bureau
and C. C..Cogswell, Master of the
Kansas State Grange, were in Cleve-
land for the Republican convention,
Mr. Jossaurand, Vice President of the
Farm Bureau, and Gene Foltz, Vice
President of ‘the Grange, spoke at the
meeting in their stead. After 'my
talk Wm. Burke of = Little River,
President of the  Kansas * Livestock
Association spoke. The afternoon
program consisted of reports on sev-
eral feeding experiments
at the college the past season.. Dean
L. E. Call presided at the morning
session and Wm. Burke at the after:
There were about five
or six hundré_d present and the gen-
eral opinion ‘was that Professor Mec-
Campbell and the other Profs should
be complimented’ on -the successful
'meeting and the good work they are

enough interest in-a ' community ‘to
build a co-op, with the ‘aid of repre-

sentatives of our state wide Farm-

ers Union Business activities, there
very likely is not enough interest to

make " the business a permanent suc-|

cess. I wish to warn our folks
against starting cooperative - ‘enter-
prises without at least a fair chance
of success, regardless of any cheap
money that may be promised = them.
This racket should and - must be
stopped if both'the cooperative prin-
ciples. and the branch of our govern-
ment, which these promotérs will try
“to ‘induce to finance these wild cat
enter.prisres, are to be kept from go-
ing into disrepute. T am in-strong
sympathy with the efforts . of our
government to help build.and finance
strong well managed cooperative &n-
terprises wherever they already ‘ex-

| ist or there is a real demand and

need. for them, - but no concern -can
long * operate entirely on borrowed
inone& and especially if there is not
a real demand for its organization,
and - sufficient volume in —sight to
make its success reasonably sure.

TRAVELOGUE = .

Thursday. afternoon June 4th I took
the  train -for Clay Center. My
speaking date at Clifton, in the lap-
land of Washington and Clay coun-
ties, was for an all day -meeting on
Friday  but on account of .poor rail
connections I had to leave Thursday
afternoon. It was a pleasure to ride
between the seemingly endless fields:
of fine wheat just beginning to turn
yellow. . Kansas at' its best, like it
has been this spring, with its billow-
ing fields of wheat, alternating with
fields of young growing corn, - and
¢merald green « pastures, rivals in
beauty the best that there -is. mot
only in the United States but any-
where else in the world. 3

It was raining hard in Clay Center
Friday morning so I called up. to
Clifton and found out that : there
would not be any meeting until in
the afternoon. There was only ‘a
small crowd present in thé High
School auditorium when:' I ' arrived
there. The meeting was called to or-
der by County President’ Ingman.
After the 1oll call pyesident Ingman
called on Mr. Wood tb tell the meet-
ing about the organization' -meeting
of the Cooperative = Council which
they had just formed in Washington
county. Mr. Wood outlined the pur-
poses and aims of the council and
then stated that they had discussed a
joint picnic with the Farmers Union
and the Farm Bureau. It was voted
to take part in the joint picnic and
Mr, Wood was appointed as the rep-
resentative of the Farmers Union on
the arrangements committee. I was

et T
w 1he w.

Cloak Room
w. P, Lar’;rbertson

Y
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Although the 74th Congress is still
here, the House of Speaker Byrns
has adjourned sine die..” From  his
highest - activity to' his® bier between
two. days is the story of his leaving.
Dr. Allen Stockdale took the Chap-
lain’s place on the sad morning. His
recitation of, “Crossing = the- Bar”
was the best.” This  Congregational
minister formerly had been an actor.
.Speaker William Bankhead will not
‘be: inferior to any of the four pre-
decessors under whom I have served.
His tenure will probably ‘be only  a
week for his health ‘will not permit
him to start a long 'session in that
capacity. ; e
Persistent rumor had it that "a
House list to accompany the body had
been superceded by one handed down
from higher up.  Some needed to be
known ‘as close friends of the late
Speaker. - sin ey ;
The farm women glorified the
Capitol this week. They were more
interested in the proceedings of the
Houses than any group that had pre-
- ceded them. = ;
Some old guard Republicans from
the East. are proposing Al Smith for
second place on a coalition ticket at
Cleveland.. They know it won’t hap-
pen -bu_t are planning for their own
re-election, They know it’s honey and
not vinegar that catches flies. :
- We expect to see at the Republican
convention next week the passing of

on the national ticket and committee.
The honor. and dignity which will

nomination for the Presidency will be
deeply appreciated. - It also  carries
with it responsibilities.

CHESTER C. DAVIS
: AAA ADMINISTRATOR -
IN' NBC BROADCAST
(continued from page 1)
those who opposed it then can com-
pletely reverse themselves.

I realize that export subsidies may
be useful at times to meet special
conditions with special crops.. But
dependence on that principle as a
major part of our farm program can
only lead us back into disaster. I am
convinced that the double-jointed pol-
icy of exclusion and subsidized  ex-
 ports advocated by some, is utterly
contradict.-y and unworkable. Oth-
er nations can exclude too. If we
should load. the Normandie or Queen
Mary with subsidized wheat. or lard
and head it for Europe at full speed,
the nations there would meet it at the
dock with restrictions amounting to
embargoes already in effect. fe 3

Unless we buy proportionately as
we expand our sales we can’t “jimmy”
increased exports ‘into the Européan
market, no matter how much we sub-
sidize, or apply other high-pressure
systems to induce them to take more
of our goods. The executives of any
important nation can, under present
powers and without waiting for legis-

lative = action, .niove instantly to
checkmate any advantage we might

conducted |

doing in ther respective departments,

seek to gain in ' export ' w
through subsidies, @ " R
’I‘_hg second of : these propositions,
as it is being discussed'today, really
seems to be advanced as part and
parcel of the first, the two-price sys-
tem. I refer to the policy of exclu-
sion, of national isolation supported
by higher tariffs or quotas or import
licenses. T am convinced that a na-
tional policy of exclusion can only be
disastrous for our farmers. It is
necessary to remember that contin-
ued big-scale production by our farm-
ers depends on foreign outlets—and
also that the greatest handicap to
cur -sales board of lard and cotton
and tobacco and fruit is the lack of
dollar exchange in foreign countries
which can be applied to the purchase
of our goods. Let me review just one
illustration of how this was im-
pressed upon me.time and time again
in the European countries I visited.

Dr. Scha_cht, the German Minister
of Economgcs, told me definitely that
Germany, in order to buy our  lard
and cotton and other products, must
be able to sell us goods or to com-
plete an arrangement with a third
country by which German goods will
move to satisfy her purchase obliga-
tions. . Dr. Posse of the German Min-
istry of Economics also told me that
Germany was forced to buy lard and
cotton, much against her will, from
countries where she could pay with
goods, instead of from us because she
does not have the mnecessary dollar
exchange to trade with us. Germany
used to buy 20 percent of all our
farm exports; in 1935 she took less
than 7 percent. That is a good cus-
tomer on the way out: of the door.
Further exchlusjon would reduce Ger-
man purchases still more, of course

But what would happen if we did
ose our:export market for cotton, for
example, as we inevitably must if
this nation is committed to a policy
of self-sufficency, of isolation, 'and
exclusion ?

. Let me remind thi$ corn belt aud-
ience of two simple facts about the
cotton belt, and ask one ' question.
Then I will suggest an answer,

The two facts are: 1. About half of
‘our national cotton crop is exported
every year. 2. About 58 per cent of
our total farm population live in the
cotton states, and they receive only
38 percent of the total national farm
income, in spite of their being for-
tunate enough to have an export out-
let for half their crop.

My question is: What would happen
to that 58 percent of our farm popu-
lation if our cotton exports were ‘sac-
rificed in the race for isolation? .

I said: I would suggest an answer.
It is: mot a pleasant one. The direct
result would be sharp reduction of an
income always pitifully low of half
our farm population.  This would
strike quickly' and terribly into the
industrial and the rest of the agri-
cultural fabric of the nation. ‘

The ghost of that :lost ' market
would ‘appear in various forms to
hunt the exclusionists who unwitting-
Iy brought it on us in the name of
“protecting. the American. = standard
of living.” : ;

control from an old to a newer school.

come to Kansas from a Republican

 years..

That ghost would stalk across the
land in the form of a crippled na-
tional farm buying power resulting in
closed factories, idle carriers and in-

out of -cotton without compensation
benefits in-the 16 cotton states would
be turmed into competiton with erops
grown elsewhere until the adjustment
and distréss had spread into . every
state of the Union.

People talk a great deal about the
desirability of - becoming self-suffi-
-cient in sugar production in the Unit-
ed States.. I pick that as an illustra-

;gar would have definite = repercus-
sions on .corn-hog farming here - in
Iowa. i :

During the. first: 12 months after
the Cuban trade treaty went into ‘ef-
fect in- September; 1934, opéning the
doors a little wider for the entrance
of Cuban ‘sugar into - the 'United
States, our'lard exports  to Cuba
nearly doubled, with 'an increase. of
16 million . pounds. This = increase
alone represents a demand for.  the
corn-hog production from 80,000 av-
erage Iowa corn acres, or the equi-
valent of the entire average sugar
beet acreage of = your neighboring
corn ‘belt state of Nebraska, which is
-also one of the principal sugar beet:
states.. Bl S

‘We must not. jeopardize our really
valuable  export markets because
some people view - with alarm a
sprinkle of imports . that have come
in over the top of the tariff wall dur-
ing the last two years. Suppose we
should decide ‘to shut outall farm
imports. through prohibitive tariffs
amounting to embargo., Don’t think
that agriculture would not have  to
pay a price.. Every time the farmer
sits around the table in a tariff bar-
gaining game, well organized corpor-
ate ‘industries come away with the
blue and red chips . and- leave the
armer with a.few of the white ones.
As we move our tariffs up.  toward
the exclusion point, our exports au-
tomatically fall. We must not de-
lude ourselves that we can play that
game and at the same time develop
exports too. e ;
. I have been amazed at the agita-
" ion that has been stirred up over the
agricultural imports in 1934 and
1935. ‘I do not need to repeat fig-
ures to show how much the drought
was responsible for those imports.
They have already been. laid before
you. I'do want to say, however, that
if low agricultural imports are an in-
dex. of farm prosperity, then what
was the matter with agriculture in
the United States in 1932 and' 1933
wheq our farm imports were the low-
est in forty years? Is it the condi-
tions of 1932 which we want again?:
In spite of the drought, the value of
our agricultural imports for 1934 and

1936 was much less than the average

for the last ten years and less than
the avel'age:»for the last ‘twenty

Secretary Wallace in a recent
speech at Lincoln, Nebraska, gave the
country a thorough, and I think un-
answerable, discussion of the ques-
tion of agricultural imports. I hope
most of you have read it or will read
it. There is just one point I want to
repeat from. that speech. If the
farmers demand a policy of exclusion
in the agricultural field, they must
pg, prepared to go along when non-ag-
ricultural industriés demand it, and

in this way assist in committing the
natx.on to a policy thgt will effective-

ly ‘strangle our hope for a revived
foreign market. : . .

. Now, the third of the farm propo-
sitions which I mentioned a moment
ago has to do with the criticism of
the agricultural programs under the
A.A A, on the ground that they—I
quote from the critics—‘“are based
upon the economics of scarcity.” We
heard much of that criticism last year
and it may be revived. I ‘want to
leave a few observations with you in
case it bobs up again.

I think I speak what is in the
minds of the farmers of this country
when I say that they are strong for
the economics of plenty—but they
want it practiced clear across
board in the business life of .the na-!
.tion as well as by the farmers. Why
should the farmer be asked to stand
alone among the producers of the
nation, operating to the limit of his
plant’s. capacity and throwing his
output on the market for what it will
bring and then turn around to buy
what he needs from industries that
really understand the economics of
scarcity and know how to apply it be-
cause they have practced it so long?

Let's take a  specific  illustration
that comes close home to the farmer:
Manufacturers of farm = implements
in 1929 employed 41,663 wage earn-
ers, in 293 establishments.  In 1933
they employed ' only 11,140 wage
earners in 170 establishments. What
did they do about their prices? Well,
that is interesting. The farm imple-
ment industry cut prices from an in-
dex of 98 in 1929 to index of 90 - in

creased unemployment.  Land forced:

tion. because self-sufficiency  in su-

1932—a price cut of less than 10 per
cent. Contrast that with your $10
hogs in June, 1929 ‘and your . $2.50
hogs in June, 1932. . :

The farm implement industry in
practicing the economics of scarcity
produced only 80  million - dollars
worth of goods in 1933 as compared
to 277 million dollars worth in 1929,
a curtailment of 90 per cent in value
due chiefly to volume. - That is an
enormous reduction of production, a
thorough acceptance of the economics
of scarcity. §

To be sure, the income: of the farm
implement companies shrank during
that period, as well ‘as their profits.
The combined met deficit for the In-
ternational Harvester Company and
Deéere and Company in 1932 exceed-
ed 13 million dollars- as compared
with net profits of 52 million in 1929.
Perhaps- that was sufficient justifi-
cation for cutting. production; I am
not commenting on that.
Towa farmers know what kind of defi-
cits you had during those years too!

I can not understand the way of
the man’s mind who ruthlessly prac-
tices in his own 'business the very
principle of production control which
shocks him so when the farmers get
into it on & much more moderate
scale. I would like for this Towa
audience and the nation to remember
the ‘fact that non-agricultural indus-
try brought its 1932 production down
to less than half of the 1929 volume,
for the five years following 1929—
while agriculture in. = 1932 provided
the country with as much farm pro-
duction as it did in 1929.

In the economic conditions faced
by: farmers here ‘and abroad, the point
is' continually driven home to 'me
that agriculture is a national problem
affected by forces which are interna-
tional.  This is recognized ' by  the
nations of Europe which quickly feel
and adjust themselves to changes in

mark and: Holland lost part of their
export market for pork because Eng-
land reduced -imports of ham and
 bacon.  Whereas, under the same cir-
cumstances, the United States waited
two and:a half years to act, the gov-.
-ernments ‘of Denmark and Holland,
two of the most liberal - and demo-
cratic countries in Europe, - grasped
the problem at once and within a year
introduced production control in .or-
der to prétect their farmers from
the consequences. ~They ‘had no Su-
preme  Court:to question their- pro-
grams once they had been adopted by
the representatives of the ' people.
Their -farmers are better off  and
realize that they are better off than
they would have been without con-
trol. I do not mean to say they are
contented. - No = farmers anywhere
like to cut acreage, but the farmers
of those countries are  thrifty. and
they would rather adjust their pro-
duction than to commit economic sui-
cide by producing for a market which |
no londer exists. i

The fourth and last of the subjects
I mentioned a moment ago which are
being discussed in the country today
is the present vigorous effort of our
government to restore: . our ' foreign
trade on a sound and on a natural
basis. P

Foreign commerce to flourish and
continue -must. be built on-a founda-
tion of two-way trade. and . mutual
benefit—not a forced one-way trade
‘and a one-way benefit. Our govern-
ment has been . for some time pro-

agreements designed to accomplish a
better balance of trade throughout
the world and to free commerce by
reducing or eliminating the trade
barriers which penalize the world to-
day. These agreements are mot
stricty bilateral, but are generalized
throughout the world, through the ju-
dicious use of the most-favored-na-
tion principle. This = generalization
of benefits is mutual, of course, with
the other party to the agreem\ent_.,giv-
ing us the general benefit of trade
concessions it has made or may sub-
sequently make to' other nations.

I expect to discuss this subject at
greater length at a meeting similar
to this at St. Paul day after tomor-
row. In general, the cheice séems to
be one between our present reciprocal
policy, and one which requires strict
governmental control over imports
and exports similar to those now op-
erating in Europe, to be set up in the
United States.” During recent- weeks
I had a fair opportunity to observe.
how far government control of = im-
ports and exports leads in the direc-
tion of government monopolies, and
the licensing and regimentation of
business, internal as well as. external,
Unless I am completely mistaken in
the attitude of American citizens,
that certainly is not the path they
would choose to follow. B :

I think that for best results, talk,
like trade, should flow in both direc-
tions. 1 have opened up far too many
subjects in this talk today to be able
to discuss any one of them fully and
satisfactorily, and I realize that many

topics in which you are keenly inter-

the |

But you |

their export . markets. In 1931,  Den- |

moting a system of reciprocal  trade |-

picnic' at St. John was

\ oaa

FARMERS UNION MANAGERIAL
ASSOCIATION RESOLUTIONS

Resolutions adopted by’ the Farm-
ers Lnion Managerial Association,
May 27, 1936:

We, your committee on resolutions,
cifer the following:

We, your committee on resolutions,
want to thank the management of the
Baltimore Hotel for the use of the

‘assembly room.

2. We want to thank .the guest
epeakers, Mr. John Vesecky, Mr. C.
C. Talbot, and Mr. M. R. Miller, for
their timely addresses to our meet-
ing. ;

3. We thank the committee on ar-
rangements, Mr. C. B. Thowe and
Mr. T. C. Belden, for the splendid
banquet, the music, the special songs,
and the after dinner talk of Mr. Tom
Collins.

gers and boards of directors confer
with the Jobbing Association for mer-
chandise on the lines they handle be-
fore they write contracts with.inde-
pendent industries for their lines, al-
ways considering your ' customers’
wants first; but remembering to sup-
port our own activities when it is pos-
sible—always remembering that unit-
ed we stand, divided we fall. Make
every effort: to please' customers or
patrons and build up our own cause
of the Farmers Union Jobbing Asso-
ciation, The Farmers Union Creamer-
ies, and The Farmers Union Auditing
Association. :

5. We ask that every manager who

is here attending this annual Mana-
gers’ Meeting, be responsible for one
more manager being present at the
1937 annual meeting.
6. We condemn the practice of coun-
ty agents throughout the States of
Kansas and Missouri sending letters
through the United States mails, us-
ing the frank to advertise the.Pro-
ducers Commission Association.

I move the adoption as read.

' Peter F. Peterson,
G. B. C. Ruffner,

ELLIS COUNTY MEETING

Notice—Members and Delegates of
the Ellis County Farmers Union.
We will' hold our. next regular
quarterly meeting at the court, house
‘in Hays at 2 P. M. June 13, 1936,
There will be a good speaker at
this meeting ' and ‘other business of
importance. Secretaries, please ‘no-
‘tify your deegates.
Frank B. Pfeifer
Co. Secretary.

FREe T S
OSAGE COUNTY

Osage County. The regular quarter-
ly meeting of + the Osage County
Farmers Union is to be held at Vas-

sar on Thursday, June 11. - -,
‘State Vice President  John Frost
will ‘be the principle speaker at. this
meeting. It is being: well advertised
and a good attendance:is anticipated.

Every member urged to attend.

- Lloyd Nicolay, Secretary.

RESOLUTION : OF SYMPAHY

(Marshall - County) | :

In the death of W: .J. = Spencer,

president of the Farmers. Union In-

suiance Co. of Kansas, our organi-

zation has lost one of its outstand-
ing members. 2

Therefore, we the members of the
' Marshall County Farmers Union ex-
tend our heartfelt sympathy to his
family and deplore his loss to the
Union. :

Be it also resolved that a .copy of
this rvesolution be sent to the be-
reaved family and to the state paper.
: F. C. Pralle,

Sec’y-Treas.

STAFFORD COUNTY
i ~~ PLANS PICNIC

‘Plansg are being made by members
of the. County Farmers Union and
the Farm Bureau for the annual pic-
nic, to be held this year in’ the Staf-
ford City Park, .the third ‘Wednes-
day in August. . . . j ;

Members of the union made pre-
liminary arrangements Tuesday -this
week at the regular monthly meet-
ing held in the St. John park. It
wa$ . decided that the 4-H clubs of
the county, either as a group, or by
individual clubs, should be given the
opportunity of handling the refresh-
ments stands at the picnie, and 4-H
members are asked to notify officers
of the county tnion and farm bureau
by the time of the next union meet-
ing as to their plans. e :

'City Will Help i
The City of Stafford is being asked
to present one number on the day’s
program for the picnic, and the Staf-
ford band will be invited t6 present
part of the entertainment, ‘= .

" While the attendance at Tuesday’s
not heavy,
eight locals reported, Eureka being

.the only one not represented. Union\

local was host, and members who at-
tended report a fine time at the pic-
nic. e

- The | county : union is ' handling
twine again this summer, with Bert
Jordan of St. John and Ralph Gaimes
of Stafford in charge. : j
A report of' the resolutions com-
mitttee, composed of Blaine O’Connor

| as chairman, Ray Henry and Walter

Goodman, indicated that no' candi-

.date. had bean decided upon as a

choice for the county union for the
post of s.tkte ‘senator from this dis-

4. We recommend that the mana-|.

Vice-President. Fr&_si: ‘scheduled for |

NogrtadNeles | |

trict, but the matter of selecting one

whose interests would be favorable to

the union was emphasized again.
Grieve Spencer’'s Death .

E. E. Gard, W. T. Buckle and J. E.
Guyer were named as members of a
resolutions committee to take charge
of the drafting of a message of sym-
pathy and condolence to bereaved sur-
vivors of the late Ward Spencer,
whose death marks the passing of one
interested in the ideals of the farm-
.ers union and all things beneficial to
agricuture.

The next county union meeting is
to be beld at Antrim the first Tues-
day n!ght_ in July, with the ' county
organization furnishing ice  cream.
Members are to bring ' their own
plates and utensils, and cake.
RESOLUTIONS FROM RI-

LEY COUNTY MEETING

The " following ~ resolutions = were
¢aopted by the Riley County Farm-
ers Union in quarterly session  at
Baldwin Creck school house, June 4.

G |

Whereas: The county agents of the
various counties throughout the State
of Kansas representing the American
Farm Bureau Federation are entitled
to use the Franking Privilege to for-
ward matters through . the ' United
States mailsy and, e

\th1~¢as, certain county agents are
abusing "such privilege and advertis-
;1‘1g'.the Producers Commission asso-
ciation at the Kansas City Stock
Yards, and,

Whereas, said county agents are
rartially paid by the taxpayers of
each county and should remain neu-
tral so far as cooperative business
institutions are concerned. Now there-
fore be it resolved that we condemn
such practice and  respectfully re-
quest ‘the postmaster general of the
United States to see that same be dis-
continued.

Be it further resolved. that a copy
of this. resolution "be forwarded to
Dean H. Umberger. of Manhattan,

Hon. James. A, Farley.
S 9

Whereas our Brother, Milo Renb. a
great farm ‘leader, has. gone to his
reward, we wish to express our heart-

He was a loyal worker for the Amer-

ican farmer and his passing leaves-a

vacancy hard to fill. ‘
: 3

Whereas éur Brother, ‘Ward Spen-

we express-our heartfelt sympathy to
the bereaved family. 3 :
3 Baeiy

Whereas imports of farm commo-

the past -month, We therefore con-
demn the practices allowed by our fed-
eral government to allow farm ma+
chinery - and. manufactured products
to be' exported for the purchase of
farm ' products of other nations.
5.
We urge our members to give the

6.
- We sincerely ask our president, Mr.
Vesecky; in preparing the program
for the state Farmers Union conven-
tion this.fall to refrain from placing
any speaker on-the program who has
not- been duly elected to his office by
a vote of the people; as they feed to
the audience a sentiment whigh is iit
accord with their job, and their mas-
ter, and not that of the Farmers Un-
ion ‘program of Cost of Production
end Frazier-Lemke Refinancing Bill.

We commend President Vesecky’'s
editorial report of May 14 on obsta-
cles which stood in the way for pas-
sage - of - Frazier-Lemke Refinancing
Bill; also on nature of Mr. Vesecky's
communications ~ with ~ officials = at
Washington on abgve subject.

We wish ‘to express our apprecia-
tion to the Congressmen from Kansas
foir their work for'the Frazier-Lem-:
ke Refinancing Bill.

ik 9

of ~Farmers Union members should
be composed of Farmers Union mem-
bers only, Therefore, be it resolved
that we urge that membership cards

ness sessions of the State Convention
at McPherson this fall. -

Very truly Yours,

- Gust Larson, ,St_acre.tary. ;

TY FARMERS UNION =
e Y ‘AT PLEASANT VALLEY
The Douglas County Farmers Un-
jon will hold the quarterly meeting at
Pleasant Valley on Saturday, June 13.
It will be an all -day meeting with a
basket dinner at noon.

In the afternoon, Senator John
State . Farmers Union will. be the
<peaker. An additional program will
be given by the union acting' as host
for the day.—-Baldwin Ledger.

" MEETING OF MITCHELL CO.
\The Mitchell County Farmers Un-
ion quarterly meeting will be held at
Tipton, ‘Tuesday, June 16. There will
be a pot luck dinner and a program
Homer Young of Consuniers Cooper-
ative Association will be the speaker.
Everybody welcome.. i

et Mrs,  Louis Neff, .

. County Secretary.
_(continued on page 3)

ested have not been touched on at all, |

but perhaps) the best thing 'in any

speech is its'\end and I am approach-
ing mine now. ; S
The problem of agriculture “is
broader than the farm. It affects the
nation vitally. It faces us with a
double challenge .and calls for a dou-

‘ble effort. 2ot

‘e must recognize that we need
to restoke our foreign trade, and
that foreign commerce to flourish on
a permanent basis must be. on a

-sound foundation of two-way trade

and mutual - benefit. - That prnciple
dodged. We must bend

every effort to 'secure that . freer

commerce, to bring peace out of the

today. ; £
Then we must also recognize, real-

desired condition yet -and in . the
meantime—in the all-important mean-
time—we must meet the economic exs;

like them or not. Until they  are
corrected we must live with = them.
Until our foreign outlets are restored

cooperate with his neighbor in a con-
certed effort to shift his farming
operations with an eye to the effec-
tive foreign and domestic market.

Kansas, and to Postmaster General
felt sympathy to the bereaved family.

cer, president of ‘the Farmers Union -
Mutual Insurance Co. of Kansas, pas-
|sed away June 1. Be it resolved that

dities have made a rapid: increase in -
program of the Farmers Processing

|Tax Recovery Associaticn their care-
. |ful consideration. )

. We believe th.at.sfzite conventions

be required for admisson to the busi- -

Frost, vice president of the Kansas °

economic war that afflicts the 'world

ist’ically, that we ‘do not have that -
jgencies that do exist whether we .

we must help the American.£armey to

R S

L i
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o » Ine L e , farms’ and - homes through foreclos- Ll L e = £ |l DeHorning paste—preventing growth of horns on calves
» *®| SECRETARY KENNEDY ures from 1926 in 1935, including Qi — — —— _— |} and goats. For 50 head "

il o both these years resulting from be- | i . . Wound Paint—Used after dehirning or casteration and on
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; Butter ‘Market PAYS TRIBUTE ing unable to pay interest, principal . : : screw worms. Per gall ~

The. butter market has been slight- Casnis TO LATE MILO RENO |;ind taxes. This is an average of 164,- i . e Syringes, (Heayy Duty). Lg::;t(:znlifetime 40 cc or 20 cc size 5388
1y erratic for the week under  re-| - continued from page DS 1965 foreclosures a year for ten years. i e A 1 " Two Needles 2Ex, supplied with each ayvinge, free. Bxiia penitagase ;
view. :There was.a, half cent drop in | ers, Governor—of - that institution, Now let me tell you this story in a i il | S o needles, 3 for & i : ;
the market on June 1st followed im- prepared a piece ' of ' vropaganda, ilittle different way. Let us suppose | Toae A Hf i g : ;
mediately by a come back and . the which at Government expense was [that all the farm foreclosures - since | G | | A g G X ! ; ~ HOGS
market again closed at a new high on |distributed by special messenger to [1926 had taken place in one state in | o . £ ,30; Serum—Cholera—per 100 ccs
the present advance. o |each of the 428 sitting Congressmen. [each of these years. & | . ‘ il A N ' 'S:'vr;lnse' ;ﬁgeficﬁd

" There is not much new other than |The Farm Credit Administration did [ Illinois has 231,312 farms, Indiana S entoorala ﬁgfi;—‘LFlg". gwine plgzue. ‘hemorrhagic
{ s Para-typhoid, etc., per dose

was reported in our letter last week not sign this document, they did not 200,835, Towa 221,986, Kansas 174,- | : ¢
when we stated that the market had |identify it as being prepared by the |589, Nebraska 133,616, North Dakota [ $ =~ TE # i . @ |} Hog Worm Capsules—Guaranteed to rid hogs of worms,
been put up largely with the idea of | Department, ‘they did not use their 84,606, South Dakota 83,303, Wiscon- | &8 [l W v ' ¢ : k] box of 50 with instruments .. ; :
killing it. Buyers came into the mar- letterheads, but, like a thief in the |sin 199,877, Minnesota 208,302, ‘and o Iy = : '» Creosol Dip Disinfectant, per gallon
ket at ‘the high prices and have kept night, they stooped to become an un- | Montana 50,564, These ten states, as |- T35 = i 3 - | i 3 iy .HORSES. A AR
the market clean ever since although | dercover lobbyist for the coupon clip- | you know are the great mid-west ag- - Equine Influenza Bacterin—distemper, Wfluenza, shipping
the strength displayed has very like- [pers. e - |ricultural states, the breadbasket of | & ' fever. 10 doses ........ e rees -
ly surprised those mainly responsible | I want to remind you that the same | America. If all farm foreclosures| § i Equine Polyvalent Bacterin—for abscessed infections, fistulous
for the sharp,advance in the begin- Governor. Myers, Chief of the Farm [during the ten years 1926,1935 inclu-| 3 LU TR A W 4 |  withers, etc. ' 10 doses ..........
ning.. .. i ; | Credit Admnistration, refused to|sive had been centered in those ten | Vi Y L ) ‘ Ea— Colic Capsule for horses—indicated :
There was no Government pur- |comment on the Frazier-Lemke Bill |states, every single farm in them | § P\ _gestion. 3 in box : . . 1,00
chases during the current week, ~the when he appeared at the hearing on |would have been sold on the auction | §° N | G | Purgative Capsules for horses. Rapid. Dependable, 3 in boX... 1.00
market having taken care of itself, |the bill at the request of the Senate |block. But that is not all, the State il P i ; B@lltnz Gun, Brass, heavy nickeled. For giving capsules to . :
and apparently, the Government caves | Agricultural Committee. He refused [of West Virginia with its 104,747 | i ) ' (0 P : horses and cattle. Only ... 2.00
only to buy for relief when prices are to appear before the House Agricul- |farms would also have to be included Y =t R U [ P ; ' POULTRY
considéred réasonable. = . . tural Committee when this same bill [to make the total of 1,649,600 farm £ ' e Al : “Big Pay” mineral. Fo r all livestock and poultry. ' W
aik Egg Market . was before them. . Rk foreelosures in the last ten years. : B 100 pound bag, (5 bags $20.00) ....... $4.25
The $pot egg market has been very | The Farm Credit - Administration | Another. example—If all the fore- T ——— : _—e - Poultry Antiseptic ‘fablets. 100 tablets makes ;
.:;:leo,dyi1 mtf:ﬁt, tht:ge was 1?0 chariﬁe ;;‘\attl:‘l;ﬁrgr;?mrzlglus Ggocumentt '?:ﬁd ;logmi)es‘in the Undited Stlates in 1932 i e G AR L8 B Re 1i00 x;llonﬁ‘gf’inking water, box ... ; ' : $1.00
iroughou e entire week -on e proximately ‘66 per cent of the | ha een centered in Ilinois, every | Y . B " SRR SN SR Y ’ 1l  Respiratabs. Used in lung type poultry diseases. ; :
two top grades guoted. Under grades |farms in the United States are mot|one of the 231,312 farm 'h‘omeu o}f’ j 'Seej our Farm,ers--‘Umon Dealer 4| e plOO‘ublet;g to box . yp. :po W
lost a little ground as they always do.|mortgaged. The faects are that 66.2|that state would have gone on the | ' Ml e th for Prices GE % 1§ - Poultry Worm Tablets, adult size; per dose
at the beginning of hot weather. We [per cent of the farms in the United |auction-block ynder the sheriff’s | G Do o b o) . i . We Sell Results — At Reasonable Prices — That’s
- Distributed by Ao g

in colic and gastric indi-

pow. vl foon heeln o lave euvaads Fiaiey are mpiasg, il s Melle s e onmiecite i 8 i o R e e ey with remittance, o
: ; & Winle ; vaila rom ‘any |wou take v o MDD gt AR kg R i 0 R el G S : St T
those who can take better care of |department of Government here .in 386 farma_in Towas The forectosures | |§  FARMERS UNION JOBBING ASS’N &} @ Kansas Farmers Union
their Eggs so as to produce a graded |Washington. ~~ + °  |in 1934 would have taken more than R S T et | S e e sl AL
_egg of reasonably fair quality—| In a word, this means that there |the 200,000 farms in Indiana and the | & _ ____ S il o St i e MR TREGARE R MRERReT: Ty G Bes Bl Lo s Phone 974,
mthincthneilquito hsrd to do in'are 4,162,131 farms operatedd by 'foreclosures in 1935 would have tak- | g3 P Roeen SRR L IO S AR S 1 PO Y ot Fmeii 1 { | i A SALINA.KANSAS e
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