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PREFACE

In this study, an effort 1s nade tc show how the Negroes
in the South, even under sdverse circumstances, strugsgled
to flee from oppression in quest of a land offering oppor-
tunity to the unfoertunate.

It i1s not strange thet Kansss - the state whe e the
great conflict began that ended in the liberation of the
slave = should be the goal of the "Exoduster",

The principal sources of materials for this study
have been from the Historicsasl Llbrery, the Newspaper Section,
and the Archives and Hanusecripts iivision of the Kansas
State Historlieal Society in Topeka, the library of the
Kanszs State College and personal interviews.

Indebtedness 1s acknowledged to Professor C.

Correll and Or A B Ssggeser for their counsel and gu d-
ance during the study, and to Lela Barnes and members
of the staff of the Ksnsas State Hlstorlcszl Soclety, and
those of the Kansas state College Library for their

patient essistance and courtesies,



INTRODUCTION

An interest in tho problems of the Negro race, znd
absence in the schools of the teaching of Hegro History,
except as 1t concerns slavery and the Civil War, led to this
inquiry of when end how Kensas received the larger percen=
tage of 1ts Negro population.

Records show that in 1860 there were 627 Negroes in
Kansase. By 1870 it had incressed to 17,108 and in 1880
there were 435,107. In 10 years the population had more
than doubled. Subsequent growth of the Kansas Negro pop-
ulation was relatively slow, the lncrease in the next 50
years belng only 25,000.

Beginning n 1874, maeny Negroes migraeted to Kansas from
the Southe This was an orgunlized movesent until Februasry
1879 when & pltisble group of destitute liegroes, leaderless,
not knowing where they were going except to "Kansas arrived
at Wyandotte. liost of the lmmigrants had stsrted out with
great confldence 1in Providence so, bou as they were for
the "Promised Land"”, they took no thought of "the morrow®.
After Fe rusry almest every boat from the South brought
large numbers of Negroes. This movement to Kansss was called
the "Exodus and the "Exoduster became snother of Kansas!

great problens.



By tne close of the year 1879, fifteen to twenty
thousand of these people had found their way to fansas., It
is fron the colonizing of these socuthern re ugees that the
larger percentage of the prese..t Kans s Negro population
hes come. Comnemorative of this event are the words to the

following plentation song written by Thos. P. Westendorf.

Going From De Cotton Flelds

I s going from de cottonfields, I's going from de cane,

I's golng from de ole log hut dat stands down in de lans;

De boat am in de ribber dot heb cowe to take me off,

I's gone an Jined de 'Exodus'! dats msking for he Norf,

Dey t 11 me out in Ksnsas, dats so many mlles awsay,

De colored folks flocking, cause dey're getting better pay,
I don't know how I'1l find it dar, but I is bound to try,

8o when de sun goes down tonight, I's going to say good=bye.

Chorus = I's going from de cottonfields
AnGé Ah} it makes me sigh
For when de sun goes down tonight,
I's going to say good=bye.

But Dinah she don't wsnt to go, she says we're getting old,
she's 'fraid dat she will freeze to death, de country am

so cold;
De story 'bout de work and pay she don't bellieve am trus,
She's begged me not to do the thing dat I am bound to do.
And so I's sold de cabin and de little patch of ground,
Dat gocd ole mester gave us, when de Yankee troops came downj
Ky heart am awful heavy, and de tears an in my eye,
For when de sun goes down tonight I's golng to szy good=bye.

Chorus -

It grieves me now to leave the place where I was born and bred,
To leave de friends dat's living, and de graves of dem dat's
dead;

De flow'rs dat grow where master sleeps will miss my tender
care

Ne haﬁd like mine will ever go t¢ keep dem blooming there

But den de times hab got so hard and I is ole and poor,

De hungry wolf am loocking in and snarling at my door;

I's got to help de chil'ren socue before 1 cowmes to die,

So when de sun goes down tonight I's goling to say good=bye.



WHY THE NEGRO LEFT THE S0UTH IN 1878 AND 1880

Just how the migration from the South astarted is a
question never definitely settled, though a Congressional
investigation produced three large volumes comprising
1700 printed pages of testimony on the subject.

On the 18th day of December, 1879, the United States
senate passed a resclution that & committee of five members
be appointed to investigste the causes which led to the
enlgration anu to report their findings to the Senate. The
committes was glven power to send for perscns and papers
and to slt at any time.l

The cormittee sppointed was composed of Daniel W
Voorhees of Indlana, Zebulon Be. Vance of North Carolins,
and George Pendleton of Ohloc, Democrats; and Williem Windom
of Minnesota and Henry W. Blair of New Hampshire, Republie
canss.

From the testimony glven, witnesses apparently were
chosen for their abllity to whitewash the Southern planters
who had mercllessly 'bulldozed! the Negroes, cheated them

in commerclial transactions, and kept them fram voting in

Report and Testimony of the Jelect Cormittee of the United
States sSenate to Invesatigate the Csuses of the Removal o
the Negroes irom the Southern 5 ates to the Northern States.
(3 perts)-188




elections. ilany Kansans were taken to VWashington as wite
nessese. They testified as to the ocare of these refugees
and repeated heursay stories of cruelties down outh.
beginning January 19, 1880, 155 witneasses were exw
anined embracing persons from the states of North Carolina,
Georgia, labama, Mississippl, Loulsisna, Texas, lissouri,
Kansas, and Indianas The investigaticn lasted two mounths.
In response to a letter concerning witnessez from
Kansas, Governor John Pe St John received the followlng

comununicatiocns

U 8 3enate Chamber
Washington, darch 22, 1 80

Honorable John P St John
Topeka, Kensas

Ky dear S5irs

Your favor of the 16th insi. sugiesting the na e of
George Charles and Jemes Mitchell as desirable witnesses
to appear before the exodus ccmmittee is received.

The names of those gentlemen had slready been suggested
by three parties and I have placed them upon my list to be
sumnoned in cage we can gst euthority from the committee to
do so. I nave no doubt they will be sent for.

I hear a rumor that Voorhees hzs sent out to Kansas an
officer with blank subpoences to select such witnesses as he
may be able to find to testify in the msnner desired. do
not know how much truth there is in the report, however.
Have you heard anything of 1t? If so, please be guod enough
to inform me.

Replying to your suggestion in a previous letter that
it would be desirsble for the cummittee to hold sessions in
Kansas, I regret tc¢c ay that it will be impossible to induce
the committee to go there. It will also be impossible to
send sny member of the committee there with authority to take



testimony as you suggest.

we shall have to content curselves w t selecting a
limited number of the best witnesses we can procure and
take thelir statements her « The maJority of the committee
being Democratic of course control its actlion to sult

Very Hespectfully Yours

The majority report of the committee lield that the
excdus waes induced in a degree by northern politiclans, and
by Hegroes in their employ and 1n the employ of railroad
lines. The educatiocnal advantages were found to be ine
sufficient and far inferior to those in most of the states
of the HRorth

"The condition of the colored people of the South is
not only as good as could be expected but is better than if
lsrge communities were transferred to a colder and more
inhogpitable climate, thrust Into competition with a dif-
ferent system of lsbor, among strangers who are not
accustomed to them, thelir ways, habits of thought and sction,
their id osyncerac es, and their feelings.“a The individual
black man mey be benefited by migrating but it would be in-
Jurious to transplaent & large group irom the homes of thelr

nativity.

2 Williem indom, Letter to Governor .t John, Ksrch 22, 1880.
Srchives, Division Ksnsas tate ilistorical Soclety.

Report and Testlmony of the Select Committee Report loe.
6 3, 46th Congress, 2nd Session.



That thers have been clashings ol the races in
the South socially and politically is never to be
denled or wonkiered atj but when we co e to conslider
the method in which these people were freed, as a
result of a bitter and desolating Civil ari and that
for purposes of party politics these¢ incompetent,
ignorant, landless, homeless people, without any
qualifications of citizenship, without any of the
ties of property, or the obligations of educstion,
were suddenly thrown into politlcsal power, and the
effort was maede not only tou place them upon an
equality with their late masters, but to absolutely
place them in front and hold them there by legisle-
tion, by military viclence and by every other means
that could possibly be resorted toj when we consider
these things, no philoscphiecal mind can behold their
present condition, and the present ccmparstive state
of peace and amity between the two races, withou
wonder that their condition 1s a&s good as it is.

The minority report contended that tlie people left Le-
cause they were unable to endure the intolerable hardships,
injustice a 4@ suifering inflicted upon them by the Demoocrats
of the South, so fled panic stricken from thelr homes and
sought refuge in a strunge land.

Continuing the inquiry, Henry L. fdans, & witneas {rom
Shreveport, Loulslana, seld a group of them had organized
into a committee to see if t was possible to atay under s
people who had held them in bondsge. The committes finally
numbered ¢8,000. Samuel L. Perry of North Carolina said
many of these were indused to go to Indiana by circulars
giving a description of government lands and rallroads. In
Alsbanae, the State Labor Union {colored) delegated Honorable
George Nearlcw to visit Kansas in 1871, Lenjamin &Eingleton,

an aged colored man residing in Kensas, swore that he was

4 1via.



the "rather of the Exodus and that he had brought 7,432
colored people to Kansas.

Louisiana end Misslssippi witnesses sald no single set
of wrong inspired the movement, Lut & long series of
oppression, injustice, and viclence extending over & periocd
of 15 yearse

The investligaticn lasted over a period of two munths.
The Congressional Committee reported that 153 wltnesses
haed testified and had convinced the investigators that the
exodus was caused in 8 large degree by northern politicians,
by HNegro lesders, and by railrcads, though thers was some
evidence that southern courts were unjust in thelr treatment
of the colored population.

Booker T. Washington commented lster on the action
taken by Congreass:

Thus with its ususl recklessness Congress appro=-
priated thousands of dollars to fimd out what was
already known to every intelligent person and almost
every school boy in the country - that the Negroes
were leaving the South besause of systematic robbery
and politieal cruelties, Thousamis of dollars to
ascertain the cause of the poor_Regro's distreas,
but not cne cent to relisve it.

A sample of testimony follows.

"Row Uncle Joe, what did y u came for?"™ asked the in-
vestigator.

0h law I fo lers my two boys and the ole woman and

then 'pears like I wants a taste of voting afore I dies

2 Booker T. Wsshington, A New Negro for a New Century.
(Chicago, Illinois, 190 p. 290.



and de ole man dosn' want no swamps to wade in afore h
votes kase he must be Republican ye see”.

Various theories, along thls same line and others, heve
been advanced to account for this umusual course on the part
of the Negroes.

‘We've been working 14 long years”, sald an intelligent
Negro, "and we ain't no better off than we was wh n we
started”.

Several thousand had left thelir cabins before the rush
gould be lulled. Every Sunday morning the banks of the
liississippi were crowded with emigrants and their friends
who would come to bid them God speed intc the 'Proumised
Land's On June 6, 1878, a large nmumber left an the Jane
Howard snd the crowd to see them off was unprecedented in
the history of their movement. About 2,000 were present.

From the speclal correaspondent under the head "The

Crowd on the River", the list ran as follows:

Natchez, Miss. 75 Butterton Bayou, Lae. 200

V dalia, lLa. . 200 Baas Bayou, La. . <00

Beaumont, Lae. o« 200 Arkman Landing, La. 260

New Carthage, La. « 200 Greenville, }las, 275

Leota Landing,iilss., 380 Vicksburg & ziginity, 1,200
Be

¥1lliken Bend, La. 1,100

Most of the Negroes who had quit work for the purpose
of emigrating, but had not succeeded in getting awsy, were
persuaded to return to the plantaticns. Hundreds of those



who returmed from the river banks for lack of trensportation,
and thousands of others lnfected with the ruling discontent,
however, worked harder than ever in the flelds that summer
and practiced more economy and self=-denlal than ever before
in order to have the means the next winter and spring to
pay thelr way to the "Pramised Land".

"I tell you its owing to the radical politiclans at the
North", explained & representative known as the Bourbon
type; "They've had their emissaries down here, and deluded
the 'nlggersa' into a fever of emigrstion, with the purpose
of reducling our basls of representation in Congress and
increasing that of the northern states". Strange as it might
seem, the mligration firat attracted general notice when this
accusation was broughte. The census report shows that al-
though Kanses galned representatives sc did many of the
southern states affected by the exodua.6

6 Eleventh Census of the United States 18803 Blo aphical
Directory of the /merican Congress 1774~1927. 5 .
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: :
__Population :Representatives
t 1870 : 1870 @ 1880
Kansas N- 17,108 45,107 S 7
V=346,377 952,155
Loulsiana N-364,210 483,655 6 6
W=-362,065 454 ,954
Mississippi N=444,201 650,281 6 7
W=-382,8906 479,398
Tennessee N=322,331 405,151 10 10
W-936,119 1,138,831
Texaa H=253,475 393,584 6 11
W=564,700 1,197,237

After the Clivil War the Hegroces were not only very poor,
very ignorant, and very timid, but they were ar ed with the
franchise. Voting, which was widely regarded in the HNorth as
a duty, was locked upon by the Negrces of tiie South as the
highest privilege in life; to be frightened out of the
exerclise of this privilege was to suifer & cruel injustice,

Some contended that the exodus was due chiefly to the
loss of politicel powsr by the blacks at the end of the
Reconstructlion pericd, for during that time they had not
only voted but had been chosen Senators, Representatives, and
in one case, a State Governor.

Blanghe Kelso bruce, a Misslssippl Kegrc, had been
elected as ropresentative to the United 3tates 3J6nate and
served from karch 4, 1878, to larch 3, 188l; appointed
Registrar of the Treasury by President Garfield Hay 19, 1881;
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Recorder of Deeds for District of Columbia 1891=18933 and
ageln served as Regliestrar of the Treasury from 1887 until
his deeth in Washington, D Ce March 17, 1898,

John Hoy Lynch also of Mississippl had served as member
of the State House of Representatives 186¢~1873 serving the
last term as Speaker., He was elected as a Reépublican to the
43rd and 44th Congresses iarch 4, 1873 to March 3, 1877,
and served again from April 29, 1882 to Hiarch 3, 1883,
after successfully contesting the election of James R.
Chalmers,

Joseph Hayne Ra ney was elected as Kepresentative to the
41st Congress to fill the vacancy caused by the action of
the House of Representatives in declaring the ssat of B.
Frenklin Whttemore vacant. He waa the first Negro to be
elected to the National House <f Hepresentatlves, and was
reelected to the 42nd, 43rd, 44th, and 45th Congresses,
serving from December 12, 1870 to larch 3, 1879.

James Thomas Rapler, a representative from Alsbama,
was elected as a Hepublican to the 43rd Congress ilarch 4,
1873 to Merch 3, 1876.°

Pinckney Benton Stewart Pinchback, due to impeachment
of Governor Warmouth of Loulsiana, became Governor December

12, 1872.°

7
8 Blographical Directorvy of the American Congress, 1774-1927.
Alcee lortier, A History of Loulsianas, vol. 4. 1s61-1903.
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Some whites justified the viclent methods (night-
riding, whipping, nysterious disappearances, hangings and
terrorism) used in many parts of Loulsiana end Mississippi
to disfranchlse the Negroes, or compel them to vote under
dictation, on the ground that tihe men who pay the taxes
should vote them and control the disbursement of the public
moneys.

The economic situation in the South became critical
after the Civil Wer. The poor whites, who were unwilling
to work themselves, so disturbed the Negrces that their
employment was precarious. They were ccmpelled to seek
extployment by the whites, as they had no capital to operate
farms independently snd some of those who, during the
happlest days of Reconstruction, succeeded in acquiring
property, saw it thereafter selzed on the plea of delinquent
taxes. The iand in the South moreover remeined in large
traots held by planters. LExcept in the case of poverty they
never desired toc dispose of it.

The practice of paying day wages was first tried. This
is s8till used in the sugar and rice districts where laborers
are paid from 50 to 75 cents a daye. It was found impractical
to maintain the wage system in the cotton districts. The
Negrces sald 1t reminded them too much of the slave gang
driven out at day break and hame at sundowne.

Then the system of working on shesres was tried., The
planters themselves relinquished this systeme. JSome of them



contended that the laziness and iniifference of the Negroes
made the partnership undesirable. Many others admitted
that they were not able to advence the Negro tenant his
supplies pending the growth of the year's crope.

They next resorted to the renting system, especlally
in the cotton districte While this threw the tenant on his
own responsibllity, it frequently made him the victim of his
own ignorance. He had to pay such high rent that he seldom
derived from his labor adequate returns to support his
family. The worst feature of the rent plen was its con~-
comitant, the credit systeme. Having no capital to begin with,
the Negro tenant became dependent on his landlord or the
crossroads storekeeper for sdvance of supplies, tools,
food, and clothing during the year. This was secured by a
lien on the crope The great mass of Negroes depended for
their living on this advance.

The Negro tenant began his season with three mortgages
covering all he owned, his labor for the coming year, ami all
he expected to acquire during that periode It 1s easy to
understand why the Negro rarely got ahead. Ignorance, im-
providence, and his happy disposition under the influence
of the laszy, drowsy climate, to which he was so well
adapted physically, enabled him to endure these hardahips,
though the Negro was the loser, the white man was not often
the gainer.

Then there were too many Negroes in the southern states

both for their own good and that of the whites. Profusion of
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Table l. Population of white and negro in states of emmigration and percentage of negroes of total population.9
: 1870 : 1880 : 1890 : 1930
s : Per- : : Per- : Per- : : :Per-
State : Whit ¢ Negro : cent : White : Negro : cent : White ¢ Negro 1 cent : hite ¢ Negro :cent
Alabama 521,384 475,510 47.69 662,185 600,103 47.53 8 3,718 678,489 44.84 1,700,775 994,834 35. 7
Georgla 638,926 545,142 46.04 8l¢,906 725,133 47,02 973,357 858,815 46.74 1,836,974 1,071,125 36.8
Loulsi-
ana 562,065 364,210 50.10 454,954 483,655 ©Ol.46 568,395 559,193 49%.99 1,318,160 776,326 3649
Missls-
slppl 382,896 444,201 053.65 479,398 650,291 57.47 544,851 742,559 §7.58 996,806 1,009,71 ©50.2
Tennes-
see 836,119 322,331 25.41 1,138,831 403,151 26.14 1,336,637 430,678 24.37 2,138,619 477,646 18.5
Texas 564,700 253,475 30.97 1,197,237 393,384 24.71 1,745,935 488,171 21.84 4,283,491 854,964 14.7

9 Eleventh Census of the United States 1890; Negreoes in the United States. 1920-1932.

p.24.



labor generally meens misery for the laborer. sStatistlics
show that the Negro populatiocn, though comprising le s than
10 percent of the totsl population of the Unlted States
comprised approximately one~fourth of the populatiocn of the
Southe Of the states directly concerned, more than one~half
of the population of Loulsiena and Mlssissippl were Negro

in 1880 and 47 percent of that of Alabame and Georgiad®

The emigration moveusnt was probably accelerated by two
men not widely known as race lesders. Henry Adasms of
Shreveport, Loulsiana, an uneducated Negro, but & man of
extraordinary talent, organized in 1877 a colonisation
gouncile This committes grew to the enormous sige of 500
memberse. One hundred [ifty of these were scattered through=-
out the South to live and work among the Negroes and report
thelr observationse. Members of this committee felt that
they could no longer remsin in the South and decided to
leave. iiembership in the Councll was solicited with the re-
sult that by 1873 there were 98,000 perscns from Loulsians,
Mississippl, Alabama, snd Texas belonging to the Colonisatlion
Counclle.

About the same time there was another consplcuous figure
working in Tennessee. Benjamin, or "Pap”, Singleton, who
called himself the "Father of the Exocdus®, Legan the aglta-
tion for emigration as early as 1868. ingleton was
president of a coummittee to invite Negroes to come te "Sunny

Kansas". He founded two colonies here and brought a totsl

14
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of 7,432 Negroes from Tennessee. "The advantages of living
in a free state” were the inducements offered.

The colored peoplc were nfants. They had been the
property of another race until just = few years before when
they were freed and suddenly given politicel rights, and
turned loose upon the world without money, education, or
special friends., 1t would ve difficult to conceive of a
8ituation less favorsble to healthy soeclsl progress than
that in which thsy found themselves.

In this review of the causes that led to the exodus, it
would be unfair tc conclude that the blame rested entirely
upon the whites. The fact seems to be that the movement
waa spontaneoua to the extent that the freedmen were resdy
and anxicus to go The Negroes learned that they could
escape and they flocked together to galn the moral support

whiceh comes from numbers.

EFFORTS TO STOP THE MOVEMERT

The excitement emong the colored people at this time,
wilth the consequent disorganizetion of labor, threatened
disaster to the southern crops, and planters conventions
were held among the whites and blacks to induce the latter
to remein where they were and also to devise means to re=
place those who had alresdy gons.

A masa meeting of planters was held karch 28, 1879, to
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consider the best method of replacing the colored labor

that had left for Kensas, Indiana, and Ohloe. They decided
to communicate with Chinese 3ix campasnies of San Franclsco
to ascertain if they could supply their needs with an importa-
tion of coolie laborsrs. ‘They ssked for 1,000 Chinese to
replace the Negrces. They received the followling answer
"Impossible to obtain number of Chinese. Cheap labor is
also scarce here, and the only manner by whiech the South=-
ern planters can obitain class of lsborers they desire 1is

to send an agent to Hong Kong and there hire and contract
for a sufficient number of Chinese to Justify them in
chartering & ship direct for New Urleans”, Planters in
Ioulslana, Alabama, Mlssissippl, snd Georgla sald they would
act upon this suggestione.

A convention of colored men was held at New OUrleans on
April 17, 1879, and of the 200 delegates esbout one=third were
preachers, the remainder morsl and soclal rather than polite
icsl leaders. Addresses were made by Pe He Se Pinchback,
Dave Young, and others sdvislng the Kegroes to adjust their
differences with the plenters and remain where they werce
fgalnst these race lesders, Singleton spoke with consider-
sble foelinge. He said, “They had good luck, and now are
listening to false prophetsj they have been boocsted up and
got their heads s whirlin', now they think they must Judge
things from where they st d, when the fact is, the 'posum

lower down the tree = down nigh to the rootse. They
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either ses darkly or are playing into the hands of the southe-
ern planters who {ear a scarcity of 1abor".2C It was &
turbulent meeting, but they finally edopted a resclution that
the colored people of the South should migrate. The cone
vention adjourned singing *John Browm®.

Another convention was called to meet at Vi ksburg on
May 5, 1879, to tske into conslideration the labor troubles
in the Mlssissippl Valley, and to devise some means to check
the exodus of colored lsborerse. The oall was signed by Govere
nor Stone of Mississippil, and a mumber of prominent cotton
growerss. The colored people were requested to send delegates
to participete in the dellberations of the conventicn and to
state their grievances plainly. The convention met as
scheduled st the Southern Concert Garden., There were fully
400 delegates present, lncluding men from every county and
parish on the Miasissippl River between lielena, Arkansas and
NHew Orleans, Loulsiana. Gonersl iilles stated that the object
of the meeting was to discover a better basls for understande
ing between capltalists, landowners, end laborers of the
Souths Addressing the colored portion of the convention, he
sald: "The Cod of Nature has made the colored men a tropicsl
plant, the outh was his home according to divine dispensstion
but if any desire to emigrate tc Kansas or elsewhere no
numan power csn prevent you. You have the same right to go
as I have", Turning to the whites, General Miles said, "You

should be hone t in your transactlons with the colored men®.

Albion « :small, "Benjamin 3ingleton™ American Journsl of
Sogiology. July 1909~kisy 1910,




Among others the following resolution was adcopteds
Resolved, That tais convention call upon the
colored people here present to contradlict the false
reports circulated among them, and lmpress upon the
more ignorant and credulous, and to instruct them

that no lands, mules, or money awalt them in Kansas

or elsewhere, without mocney or price, and report

to the Civil authorities all perscns dissenminating

such reports.

The convention adjourmed Xay 7, 1879. The Negroes had
but little to say.

Two days after the Vicksburg convention a meeting of
colored men was held in Nashville, Tennessee (iiay 7, 1879).
There were assembled representatives frum Alabana, Arkeansas,
Georgia, Indiana, Mississippl, Missourl, Nebraska, Ohio,
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and South Caroclina, num-
bering altogether 140 men. /mong the most prominent present
were ex=Governor Plnchback of Louisiana, ex-Congressmen
Railney of South Carolina, Lynch of MHississlppl and Rapler of
Alsbama, Honorable ¥iilliam Still of Phlladelphia, Conwsell of
Virginia, Anderson of Indlana, Colonel Hortcn of Ohlo,
Barnett of Illincis, Lawton of iissouri, and many other well
known leaders.

The resolutions set forti were extremely radicel, demande
ing social and political equality for the colored people;
opposing separate schools for the recesj; recommending the
several state legislatures tc enact laws providing compulsory

education; and askin;; Congress to maike an appropriation of

$600,000 to defray the expenses of Negroes of the South moving

18
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to those states ami territories where they could enjoy all
rights which were guaranteed by the laws and constitution
of the United States.

Unwilling to rely upon moral suaslon, the whites re-
sorted to force to stop the excduse They denied the Negroes
transportstion and even impriscned them cn false charges,
Hegrcoas were also swindled in many sections by both white
and colored.

An old women who had camped in the brush near the depot
in Topeka had in her possession four painted stakes about
two feet long with the initials of her name carved upon them.
She had bought them frum a sharper who told her that with them
she might stakte cut &ll the land she wanted and the government
would give her a title.

4L man who represented himself as a government agent went
through Holmes, ¥isaissippl, stating that con the followlng
Sunday e free train would arrive at Durant, Mississippl, for the
purpose of transporting all who wished to go to XKansas. He
gave every Negro a flag which was to be satuck in the lami he
squatted upon in Kansas, thus giving him a vslid title to the
grounde Thoey gave the men whatever money they hads On Sun-
day, June 15, 1,000 Negroes assembled at the rallroad station
at Durent. Of course, the free train dld not arrive. The
whole swindle was congocted by a club of white leagurers who

told the people that the man was one of their northern friends,
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nlder Se Johnson, colored, w nt tc Hayes County in
Texas, clalming he had been sont f{ru: Kensas to lssue cere
tificstes of transportation which would carry & family and
their goods, chattels, and merchandise to Kansas. He
collected $5.00 from each famlly which agreed to pay §4.75
after getting to Kensas. The rallroad agent, whom Elder
Johnson said would sign the certificates, refused.'t

But Negroes tc the nmumier of thoussmds continued thelir
way North desplte this opposition - despite even the dise
couragement of their greatest leader, Frederick Douglasse
In a lecture at Stanton, Virginie, he advised against migra=
tion ssying that the warm climate was the best for them and
that

One of the most unfortunste predicaments that

can be imegined i1s a Negro in a snowbank. It don't

lock right, the colors don't blend hamoniously.

Stay where you are, and so conduct yourself that men

will be bound to respect you, work with your head

end hands - seek to acquire knowledge as well as

property, and in time you mey have the honor of

going to Congress, for i the Hegro can stand

Congress, Congress ought to stend the Neyro.

This lecture was lergely attended by the most cultivated
white people of Stanton, Virginlas who warmly congratulated
Do.glass on this conclusion of his lecture, "Self-lMade iken",

The Negrces biltterly opposed this speeche. Scarborough

of Wilberforce University, answered:

u Ae We Bank, Letter tc Gove Je Pe 3Ste John. Archiives

Division Ksnsaes State Historical Society.



ky Douglass says "stay". He is only repeating
what 0ld Captsin Anthony s&id to him Just before he
stepped on the ear at the comer of Point iarket and

Fleet 3treets, Baltimore, over fifty years ago.

‘Stay”, why did not rred Balley stay? Stay, yes, stay

in Gsrdner?s Shipyard. 1If he had only stayed then, we

would have never had a Fred Douglass to have eid to

the poor bleeding, sterving, suffering citizens of the

South, "Stay". e somehow or other can't help but feel

regret at the course lir, Douglass 1z taking but age

snd some other things sre having a terrible effgct upon

his mind, whieh we trust will not prove f tal.

The promoters of the movement were fortunate in having
the support of Richard T. Greener, fir t Negro graduate of
Harverd, axi John L ngstone They considered 1t a hopeful
sign that the Negroes had passed through the stage of devel~
opment of appesling to phileanthropy into that of appesling
to themselves.

Presldent Hayes sald there could be no question of the
right of the Negro tu migrate whenever he saw fit to do so,
and that this right would and should be malntained.

Ce K. idarsiall, D. D., of Vicksburg, iisslssippl, in an
address on the Excdus delivered Jsnuary 1, 1830, favored the
ldea but urged Negroes tc go to Africa, "the land of thelr
fathers", instead of remaining in this country. "If the gen~
tleman had notleed the large number of mulattoes all over the
South and especlally in Vicksburg, he would have decided with

us, that the Negro was alresdy in the land of his fathers".ld

ig,mhe Colored Citigen. June 7, 1879.

B oker T. Washington, A New Ne ro for a New Century.



It is certain that Negro labor wazs the best the IJouth
could have, and equally certsin that the climate and natural
conditions of the South were better sulted to the Negro than
any others on this continent. Had the conventions adopted
scane definlte plan of asoction, the sessions might not have been
in vein. It was unwlise for them to devise schemes for im-
porting Chinese when they should hzve been msking plans to

make the labor they hud content.

THE EXODUS IKTO KANSAS

The first Kansas knew of the inpending exodus wss the
arrival of a boatlcad of Hegroes at Ste. Louls in February,
1878. They were mostly froan Kadison Parlsh, Louisianse. The
ground was covered with snow and the immigrants were dressed
as though they were going to t e cotton flelds. o e were
barefooted. They carried thelr few possessions in bags,
bundles, and red bandana handkerchiefs. They exjected free
transportation from Ste Louls to "Kansas".

Two weeks later snother group arrived from Mississippl
snd Louislana. After FeLruary, almevst every day s fresh cargo
of colored people was unlosded at the wharves of 5te Louls.

On Maroh 1ll, 1878, a party oif 280 arrived in Ste. Louls
by the steasmer Colorado. They too were mostly in destitute
ccnditlone These were mainly from Hines County, Mississippi,

and iadison Pari h, Loulslans, and had stsrted for Kansas



where they expected, upon their arrivsl, to be presented with
forty aores of land, a pair of mules, and such other appure
tenances as are necessary to stock and carry on a fame Six

hundred more were expected by March 17 on the Grsnd Towere.

Mayor Overstolz ssued a proclamation cn May 15 which
warned all persons against coming intc St Louis without money
to support themselves and to pay their fare tc thelr desti=-
natione y Merch 19, nearly 1,500 were in Ste. Louls. What
to do with them puzzled the municipal minds. 7Iwc or turee
hundred who had money were sent on to Kensas City.

On March 21, & reported asked cne of the refugees,

"How are "“you going to make it throught”

The refugee replied, "De goocd Lord'll see us safe fru,
maessa, - He's got us all in de holluw of his hanu end He'll
fatoch us fru tc Kanses or de Promise Land all in His own good
time™. "Ah Amen sister”, said the husbani. There was an
undercurrent of trust in Providence in the refugee's soul
that 1lifted him above the ordinary accidents of life.

The asuthorities in 3te. Louls secretly pald the passage
of the destitute people to Kansas City. - The &Ste Louls men in
Jefferson City laughed and said, "You Kansas folks want
immigration; Ste Louls will accommodate you

Early in April, the slide wheel steemer, the Fannle Lewis,

towing two barges on which were orowded 1,000 Negro refugees
from Reshville, Tennessee tied up at the wharf at Wyendotte
and made arrangements for the "exodusters" thereon. The

citizens objected to thelr landing but Corvine Patteraonlé,

14 see Appendix.



Negro constable, and W, J bBuchan, white State¢ Senator, pled
the czuse of the refugees snd they were permitted to stay.
Fires were bullt on the river bank and the HNegroes prepsred
thelir supper fro viands furnished by generous citizens to the
acconupaniment of such spiritusls as *Rock Deniel”, "Ride on
Jesus, Ride 0On", and "ifve Done Gout Over”,

The refugees were in charge of Isslah Montgomery, an
ex-slave of Joe Davlis, brother of Jefferson Devis, who took
about 500 of themr to Topeka., Tha remaining group bullt
homes along Jersey Creek in a settlement caslled "Rattlebone
Hollow"”, and in old Quindaro, while literally hundreds
squatted on the levee putting up shantles oi sorapwoocd to
form whet was known ss "Juniper Bottoms"”, or "Mississippi
Town". lany were given employment in the packing houses.

The steamer Durfee landed at wyandotte on April 6, in
the mldst of a terrible storm with sbout 250 more colored
people on board, mostly from Tennessee snd Mississippl.

This group ses ed in better shape both financially and
materially than any that hed yet landed, but like their
former arrivals, had not enough m ney to get through the
winter. They were well behaved, quiet, and orderly.

Both 5. & ‘4rmour and Pe De Armour of Chicago, who had
been in the city several days, contributed tc the support of
these unfortunate pecple. Ior many days their carriasge was
seen on the levee and at the Sons of Protecticn Hall, where

new arrivals were teriporarily quartered. Un Sunday a wagon



load of bread and bacon was distributed by Plankerton and
Armour. This was repeated for several Dayse E Le ueche
also contributed. It was stated by the refugees alresdy
there, that abo.t 800 would land the next week.

On April 7, the llegroes of ¥ysndotte called a meeting
anc resolved to dc sll in thelr power to ald the refugees
to emigrate to some other point.

The Packet, Joe Kinney. arrived in Ste. Louls on 4April 8
about nocn with 300 aboard headed for Kansas. They were
scattered about the lower deck, on the floor, and on plles
of freight. Perhaps half s dozen had considerable sums of
money; & number had a few dollsrs aplece while many were en-
tirely out of mconey and suffering for something to eat. OUne
man had §150 deposited with the clerk, and an old "aunty",
being asked why she ceme all the way to Kasnsas with nu maney,
quietly stooped down and pulled a roll of greenbacks out of

her shoe. There were several ten dollsr bills in the roll

April 14, trouble occurred bestwesn the county and city
authorities in Wyandotte in regard to the burial place of the
colored paupers who had dled. The county claimed that it
had exhausted its quarterly fund for the business and had no
authority to issue or accept more orders, while the city
claimed it could bury only its own dead.

The Commonwealth, April &, 1879.
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On April 14, the steamer Joe Xinney from Ste Louls,
passed through the draw of the Missourl Hiver bridge about
4:00 otclock in the afterncones It had on board, beside the
usual sssortment of mcerchandise, 150 more colored people
who were destitute and many of them 1ll. They had been
seven days caming up the river owlng to the strong current
running. They immediately camped out at Wolcott's lumber
yard on srrival, but the rain poured down during the night
and left them in a dlstressed conditicne As soon as 1t was
poasiblc, those suffering were moved up town but all the
colored churches and halls were full snd room of any kind
was in demand. The Honcrable John Me Price of Atchison was in
the city and stated that if 2,000 could be forwarded to
Atchison they would be provided for.

Excitement rsn high in Wyandotte on April 17. The
chief cause was the discussion of the Negro Excdus. The
streets were crowded with people who were beginning to feel
that if boats continued to land these people by the hundreds,
the town would soon be bankruptes

Hayor Shelley of Kansas City, Missourl accompsnied by
Chief of Police Speers and Ve Je¢ Lane of the Herald. went
through the quarters cccupied by the colored people to in=-
vestigate and plan for cooperative measures for thelir rellef,
After a conference with Mayor Stockton of Wyandotte and
others, as tc the¢ hardships imposed on the clitizens of
Wyandotte in their humane efforts to relieve the sufferers
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and make prevision for the thoussends who wsre following in
their wake, Mayor Shelley determined to appeal to the Sscree-
Reservation at Fort Leavenworth, where they could be subsisted
at Government expense unbil some better plan could be adopbeds
The Mayor's dispatch and Seeretary MceCreary's reply follows

Hone Geos We McOreary, Sec. of War, Washingtsng De Ce
Dear Sirs '

In our city and vicinlty there are. encamped 2,000 poor
refugees from Southern states. These people are ignorant,
helpless and wholly destitubes Death has already relieved
us from the care of 1 in 30 since thelir arrival here and while
Ko Co takes carsof her own poor and asks nothing from sny-
body for herselfl, yet we feel that the country does not ex-
peet us to support the poor of several states.,

Gan you not under these circumstances have the Commander
at Ft. Leavenworth gilve us a part of the govs. reservation and
issue rations untll something permanent can be done for thelr
benefit.

Very respectfully’
Geos M. Shellsy
Hayor of K. G,
The above dispatech was forwarded asboub 11:00 and during

arternoon the following reply was receiveds

Washe Da O, April 16, 1879,
To Hone Geoe. M« Shelley, Mayor of Kansas City, Mos
I cannot take the responsibility of issuing gove. rations
to emigrants without awthority and while Congress is in.
session that body has full power and may be applied tos
Geve. We HeCreary

Sete of War



The Secretary evaded the responsibility by trznsferring it
to Congress,

In commenting on the Exodus, Fe & Adams suld, "The Sec~-
retary of #ar was not afrald of impeachment when he allowed
tents to be used for the sufferers from inundation along the
Mississippl Hlver. He not only allowed this, but he issued
rations from the government stores. He did the same during
the yellow fever time in the South. No one thought or telked
of lmpeachment then. 'But, OH ', say the weak pusillanimous
cusses, that was for the lordly people of tiie South while you
are asking aid for the poor ignorant Negroes“.16

The Governor of Kanses, John Pe Ste John, then tele-
graphed o r Representatives, Dudley C. Haskell and homas
Ryan tc see 1f they couli get a bill passed whereby Fort
Leavenworth could be used. He received the following com=
munication:lv

Washington D. C. 4/22/79

Garfield introduced bill for relief of colored emi-
grants tents - rations & §75,000 =-=passage of the bill
doubtful.

De Co Haskell

Weshe. Ds Co

1o The Commonwealth, April 9, 1879.

De Co Haskell Telegram to Governor St. John April 4, 1879,
De Co Haskell Letter to Governor t. John, April 28, 1879.
Thomas Ryan letter to Governor 8t John, June 20, 187%.

Archives Division Kansas State Historical Society.



House of Representatives
Washington, D C. April 8, 1879
Dear Governor

Your telegram concerning the colored refugees and re=-
quest that the Sec. of War grant permission to land at the
Fort (Lea.) was duly rec'd and I have seen the sec. and
replied by telegrzm. 1 write merely to explain that the
Sece 18 more than willing personally to aid the poor people
who sare fleeing from persecuticn but if he granted your
request it would be like exposing himself to a drove of
wolves. The southerners are wild over the exodus and they
hope and pray {appsrently) that enough of the poor creatures
will come to want, to deter the rest from lesvinge.

There 1s no use of asking Congress to aid us, the chief
fear smong the southern fellows 1s that they willl receive
ald suffioclent to sustain them.

I did not think it wise to even introcduce a bill in
Congreas for there i1s no hope of passing 1t and the attempt
I fesred would only tend to check private subscriptions, and
8o work e positive danger.

Coming however from Garfield whose atate is not directly
interested it stends better than as 1f a Kansss was at work
at it as a principal however I am doing all I can here to
help the various rellef movements and shall try to pass that
bill. You may be assured of thste I presume the com will
smother 1t and refuse to report.

Your friend
D. Ce Haskell

House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. June O, 1879
My dear Governor

I have pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of your
letter of the 17th Inst. I regret to say the Garfield bill
is sleeping the sleep that knows no waking. I hope my dear
Governor is not so daft as to believe for a moment that a
Democratic committee of a confederate Congress would be



gullty of this great = of encouraging the exodus move-
ment by extending to the refugees any nationsl or other re-
liefs I think I know the temper of our scuthern friends in
the House upon this subject an I have no hesitstion in say-
ing tc you thst so far from their being willing to vote
national aid they would be delighted to see all of them
suffer the worst pangs of stervation and squalid poverty
that they might be campelled to return to their old himes
furnlsh to those they left behind a spectacle cof suffering
that will serve to @ thcese from following. Do not
hope for rellef for the poor creatures from the 46th Congresse.
I an in hopes we shall get away from herc next Tuesday.

Ryan
# 1llegible

At the cose of a meeting held April 19, Mayor Stocktoen
of Wyandotte City, lssued a proclamaticn sddressed to owners
of steam boats and transportation companies forbldding the
lunding of any more destitute persocns and stating that ell
boat offlcers an agents discbeying the proeclamation would be
held legsally responsible, which mplied a fine of from one
dollar to five hundred dollars.

Wyandotte still had a thousarxi in their midst perishing
dailly for want of proper food and shelters The city was a
general hospitsl and business was suspended. The Rellef
Committee began to ask in the name of "common humanity” for
dconations of money to provide for and forward to their des-
tination these su:ifering and destitute men, wanen, and chile
dren that destiny hed thrust upon them. ™We send the
Kacedonisn cry for imnediate assistance", 3Subscriptions were
to be sent to He M. Northup and Sons, bankers, Wysndotts,

Kansas. The appeal was signed by Mayor Stockton.
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The steamer Durfee was expected to land April 19 or
April 20 with 500 additicnal mmigrants. The citizens of
Wyandotte resolved to prevent her liunding there but on April
22, at a meeting of the Relief Committee, it was declded to
withdraw the warrant ssued for the arrest of the eaptsasin of
the steamer Durfee and to permit the boat to 1 nd the ime
migrants,

An editorial in the New York orld ststed, "The Kansas
Republicans are sc deeply shocked at the suffering of the
Southern Negroes that they want them to stay down 3outh.
Republican interest in the Negro we have cbserved increases
as the square of the diatance".la Un £pril 23, an article
appeered stating, "We regard the action of Kayor Stockton
of Wyandotte in issuing the proclamation tc¢ prevent the
landing of the poor refugees from the South at the levee of
that city a disgrece to hiriself as a man and to the city
whose mayor he happens to be".19 Arrangements wers msde to
send 100 families to Atchison, and 100 families to Lawrence
on April 19.

The action of the Relief Committee in having Mayor

Stockton withdraw the proclamation caused general dissatis-

factions The majority of the citizens deemed it necessary to

pProhibit the landing of the colored pecple on the Ilmrfee.

1
12 The Commonweslih. April 8, 1880. "Kansas Philanthropy'.

The Colored Citizen, April 2 , 1879,

Sl



The ship reached liyandotte on Monday abo t 7300 o'clock.
Captain Nelson interviewed Captain Keith of the boat and re=
quested him not to land any more "darkies” at Wyandotte. At
first the Captain cujected, but, after consideration, con=
cluded that he would not nd but went up the stream and lend=-
ed about 240 passengers at the cld Bigger Packing House in
Kansas City, Kansas. The citigens there were indignant but
had to accept the situation. The refugees remained there
only untll :ednesday when the entire number, except one
family, was shipped to lManhatien.

Jo S¢ Pattee, of Manhattan, aid, "It has been our advice
all along to the immigrants to give up the idea of sticking
together in large bodies aixd thus become a burden to each
other and to the localities where they might stop, but to
break up in small bands and each family look out for itself.
In two~thirds of the towns 1n Kansas there are no colored
pecple at al1%,20

The people of yandotte were able to breathe more free=-
ly by April 24 as the Committee had sent two or three hundred
with their luggage to Topeka, Lawrence, Atchison, Leavenworth,
and other places along the Kansas~Pacific.

On May 16, 132 immigrants returnsd South on the steamer
Jdames Howard. They told reporters that they suffered greatly
during their brief stay here and were anxious to get back to

their homes again. Their transportation was provided for

The Colored Citigzen. April 14, 1879,
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partially by their old employers.

According to officlaels of tine Colored Refugee oard at
St. Louls from 15,000 to 20,000 refugees passed through
theree The people there attended to their immediate wants
eand sped them on their way, not only to f#iyandotte but also
to Topeka, Leasvenworth, and Kansas Citye. Topeka beca e the
principal receiving pcinte.

Beginning in ¥archh 250 to 300 imaigrants landed in To-
peka every weeke. Rellef work was inaugurated at & meeting in
the Upera Hou e at whioh Governor Jchn P. Ste John made a
speech throwing wide the doors of t e state aend inviting the
Negroes to the broad acres of Kansas where they were safe from
persecution. Five hundred fifty dollars was raised by sube
scription at this meeting. Other pecrsons prominent in the
relief movement were three QJuaker ladies; irse. T Perry,
Mrs. Laura Haviland, snu lrse. Elizabeth L. Comstock.

A Kansas colored 3tate Emigration Bureau was formed on
May & to lovk after the interests of tne colored immigrants.
The constitution was drawn up by Te Henderscn, John M.
Brown, Ae. De eFranz, Ce Me Johnson, ani ¥. < Eglescune.

The Kansas Freedmen'!s HRellef Association, incorpurated,
was organigzed on May 8, 1879. The Corporation was formed "to
relieve as far as possible the wants and necessities of des~
titute freedmen, refugees, and mmigrants coming into the
state, to provide necessary food, shelter, and clothing for

them when unable to provide for themselves; to succor the



aged, the feebls ani the sick; to ald and assist them in proe
curing work, and finding homes, either in famlllies or, when
they wish, to locate on government lands, and to do and pere
form other acts of charity and benevolence &s the necessities
of such freedmen, refugees, and immigrants may require and
humsnity auggest“.gl

Branch socletles were formsd in Farsons, Fort Scott, and
Independence., At Kensas City there was no board but work of
relief was placed in the hands of B . Watson, a colored
minlster, who lived there. Appeals were sent out by the Kane
sas reedmen's Relief Association for help and in answer money
and clothing poured in from all psrts of t e country and
Burope. England contributed during 1879, §8,000 and 0,000
pourdis of goods.

In answer to a letter written by Governor Ste John to
Horatio Rust of Ghicagoaz, the lumbermen of Chlcago donated
& car of lumber for barrsesoks for the refugeses. The Chicago,
Burlington, and Quincy Rallroad furnished free transporta=
tione The Unlted States Express Company, He D. Colvin,
Agent, and the Adams Express Company, Anson Gorton, Agent,
sent packages of clothing and other things without charge.
On April 20, 1879, Kr. Pe De Armour collected the sum of

21
Second Report of Kansas Freedmen's Relief Association,

incorporated Articles of Incorporatiocne.
Governor Ste John Letter to Horatio Ruat in Appendix.
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$1,200 from e few business firms for the relief of the
refugees zat Wyandotte.

April 24, there was a large meceting at Faneu 1 Hsll,
Boston, Masse to provide relief for the immigrasnts. Governor
Talbott, presided. 1In Cleveland, Ohic, §200 was collected
and sent to Jovernor Ste. John. 8enator John Je Ingalls sald
he was inclined to think his state, Kansas, tould absord
100,000 of these people without serious injury or incon=-
venience.za A Kensas City Times editorial dsted April 25,
1879 selds "the last attempt of Senator Ingzlls to v ndi ate
himself is by introduetion of a bill making appropriation for
the relief of colored immigrants to Kanssse Ingall's pere
sonal sympathy for the refugees must be getting intense but
if he would drop $10 in Wyandotte's contribution box it
would be worth just $10 more to his constituents than all the
windy appesl he oan make in favor of a §75,000 donation by
proxy”. Ex~Jovernor Chsrles Robinson took nine families of
rofugees to his farm nesr Lawrence., lHe fed them until they
were provided for in homes of their own upon public landa.
James He MoKay, of the Pecific Coast Immigration Bureau, of=
fered Celifornia es & place for the colored people as they
needed leborers to succeed the Chinese. Individusls of-
fered from 25 cents toc §$3,000 as shown by the following

correapundence.z4

nr
o4 Harpers Weekly July 5, 1879, vole 22, No. 1175.

Jumes He MoRey Letter to Governor Ste John.

Anna Jsmeson Letter to Governor 3te. John.

Sam ¥ llets Letter to Governor Ste John.

Amand #Way Letter to Governor Ste Johne Archives Division
Kansas Historical Soclety.




Pacific Cvast Immigration
Bureau

Noe 3 New kontgomery street
under Grand Hotel

San Francisco, Auge 12th 1879

Gove S3te John
Dear Sir

As the a;ent of the above pureau I beg 1l ave to call
your attention to our state Czlifornia as one pecullarly
sedapted 1n regard to climsate and productions for homes fox
the colored people now leuaving the South.

The question of labor 1s now of vital importance to
our state, and as 1t 1s generally conceded that the Chinese
must go our citizens are looking arcund for lesbor tc succeed
them. Our Buresu has been formed for the purpose of giving
rellable information to the immigrant who deslres to msake
California his home, or if he prefers it the Sandwich
Islands, where like California, the climate and productiocn
ore of a similar nature to the Southern Statese =eeee

With much respect
Jemes H kicKay

General Manager

Ham ontown Ne¢ Je
Nov. 13, 1880

Ex=Gove Ste John

Dear Sir =« Will you please excuse the liberty I have
taken in thus addressing yout I venture to do so knowing
how falthfully you have labored in behslf of the freedmen.
I will explain as briefly as possible my object in writinge.
I have about $3000 which I wish to bequeath to the freedmen
by faithful executors who will buy good land for them in
Kansas which they an cultivate and make homes for them=
selves, This three thousand 1s about all I possess and as
I am now 62 years of age end have been an invalid the last
ten years, I may be obliged to spend sane of it before my
deceases I have huwever so far spent only the annual
interest. Ny native state 1s Kaine where I taught school
over thirty years and earned the most of sald mcney. For



the last ten years I nsve been unable to do anything for s
livlihood I have no near relatives and wish to bequeath
this to the honest worthy poors. =eee

Yours very respectfully

Miss Anna Jameson

Hemmontun, New Jersey

30 Pearl Ste.
New York 11 mo 18/1879

John P 8ts John
Esteened Iriend

Javing been informed that thou art willing to act as
agent to dispose of contributions for the benafit of the
colony refugees, I take the liberty of enclosing check
for §600 and of asking thee to dispose of it in such way
a8 in thy opinion will be of the greatest benefit to the
greatest number

Respectfully thy friend
Sam 11 ts

(willets & Co
Com Merchants)

Aug. 7, 1879

ecasws (3ld time Abolitionists that beoast of thely de~

votion to the ause will give .26 or 60 after I have walked

a mile to get to them.
Amand Way
Richmond Inde

£ 50 for freedmen

o7



Ohio led the states in the mmount of contributions,
followsd by New York, Pennsylvenia, dassachusetts, Xlchlgan,
Illinois, and Iowe in the order nsamed, but nearly every state

sent somethinge. By March 31, 1881, the Kansas Freedmen's

Relief Assoclietion had deposited §28,965.37 in the bank.>

It 1s possible that the fssoclation may haeve overdone this
phase of the work. Although 1ts agents disclaimed any ine
tention to induce HNegroes to migreste, the asmount of ald may
have constitutsd an inducement to immigratiocne At leagst

some personsl letters to Governmor John Pe Ste John and others

would indicate 1:}:1511:.26

Point Pleasant Concordia Parlish, Lae.
May 18, 1879

kister Posat MKaster
Sir ==

There is a great deal of talk ebout Kansas in
this county and we hear so many stories that we dun't know
whether to pellieve them or note Now we would like to hear
something strait about it and we thought it best to write
to you for informaticn. Now we want your advice as to
mevinge We dont want to move unless we can better ocurselves
they tell us that the government will give us a mule end 40
acres of land and so much mcney asnd we belleve 1t. e are
an oppressed people, We are all honest working men and
women and not afraid of work Considerable more intelligence
about us than you think  tell us the distance from here there
end all about tihe country what you ell ralse 1if you ralse
any cotton or not, e have hailed boats but they wont stop
the Democrats have monopolized the thing they way you e

Minutes of Kansas Freedmen'!s Relief Association 1881
Archives Division Kensas State Historical Society.

£llis Jones Letter ¥ay 18, 1879 to Postmaster, Topeka,
Kansas,

Willie Byers Letter August 20, 1879 to Governor St. John.

Sarmuel Muse Letter August 12, 1878 to Governor Ste John.
Archives Division Kansas State Historiesal Soclety.
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Republicans up there and most of us 1s the same the mcst
of us 1s pennyless and awalting for a government boat Ye
can stand any kind of cold weathier was born in old hentuck
and I tell ycu it was cold there but we colored people did
not mind a bit. I think we can cunduct ourselves up there
thet you sll will be proud of us they saw we colored folk
are a set of things but you will {ind us allright. do

what you can for us and let me know soon end

ublige meny
Ellis Jones

ilollow Square Holoe Coe Alae
Aug 20th 187

To the Governor
of the 3tate of Kansas
ear Sir
I am a lsborer {mechanic) would like toc know what ine

ducement you offer to ermigrunts. I see a great deal in
papers but weuld like to hsve 2 letter from your honore
Then I will know h w to acte I with a number of others
(Farmers) would like to emigrate to some good countrye.
Please give me gll the facts. Do you propose to help
enlgrants. I1f so how and wheone 8y replying at cnce

You will greatly

Oblige your servant

Willlie Byers

Date 8/20
Recd 8/25

Ansd 8/26



Plaquemine Iberville, La
August l1l2th, 1879

To his Exocellenoy
Gov John P Ste John
Topeke, Kansas

Dear
Sir:

We the colored citizen oif the
Parish of Ibeiville having called a mass meeting for the
purpose of sending a comuittee to Ksnsas next Karch to ine
vestigate into the condition of your state and report back
to us whether it would be favorable for us to emigrate to
thet state or notj desire to have your excellenoy to uwrite
to us gilving us your advice

are a laboring class of the Loutn A grest many of
us have a little property and a few stock which we wcould
dispose of to emigrate tc your State 1f we are informed by
your excellency that it would be advantageous e work very
herd snd make very large crops of sugar and cottcn but we
are very poorly paid snd often time cheated out of thate.
Furthermore we desire to kn w in what coxiition are those
whom left our state and hsve arrived into your State?
Awglting your reply 1 have the honor to be Governor yours

Very Respectfully
Semuel Kuse

Chalrmman of the Committee to visit Ks.

If all replies were like this ocne, it would seem that

immigration was not officlally encouraged in Kansas.
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Topeka Sept. 12, 1879

He Co Weeden
Louisville, Ky

In answer to your letter of the 9th inat I have the
honor to state that the State of Kansas or the general gove
ernment extends nc ald tu any cless of immigrants to this
state. All who cune here are expected to maike their own
living and be self«supportinge

About seven thousand colored people have come here from
the South during the last four or five months. The satate
having quite a lerge population of colored people prior
to that time however.

You ask me what kind of im:igrants sre mcst desirable
to whioh I reply, men end women who are sober, honest and
industrious and willing to work faithfully to better their
condition and becume lsw abiding citizens. In other words
those of the colored people who would likely do best in
Kensas are those who are accustamed to faming; good
house servants also receive very falr wages.

Colored people desiring to come to Kansas should underw
stand that this State offers nc inducements whatever to any
class of people except that found in its rich aocll, healthy
climate, full protection to life and property of every law
abldin; human being, free schocls and a free ballote

All who co e here can enjoy these blessings but they
should understand that they will be expected to be self-
supporting and not a charge upon the charities of our
peoples

I sent you today a copy of our Agrie Report four 78«9
shioh will afford you much information.

Yours very truly,

John Pes Ste John
Governor



The [ollowing erticle ap.eared during this time:

Subscriptions are asked for from North Topeka for
the colored pecople who are sufferinge It is a mighty
pecullar munth in the year when there is not something
the matter in Ksnsase The people in Kansas wonder why
immigrastion passes that state bye The resscn is thelr
confounded chronic beggarye If they woul nct cry fzﬁ
charity & whole yesar it would be good for the stete.

No natlonal aid other than the Congressionsl investi-

gatlon of why the Hegroes left the South wes given. How=

ever, on April 10, 1879, the Natlcnal Zmigration Society per-

fected sn organizstione They chose an executive committee
consistling of Lenators  ndom, lemlin, Chandler, an Tellerj
Representatives Williams, Gerfield, and Jorgens nj ex=Rep=
resentatives Ralney and Lynch, A. M. Clapp, George Ce. Gor=
ham, We Ee Chandler, K. M. Holland, Je M. Edmonds, C. Me
Adans, Os 3¢ Be Wall, M, Howard, He #e endenhall, and Prof.
Re Te Greener. The committee prepared a letter asking 100
prominent gentlemen to compose a Natlonal Commlttee to help
gulce and regulate the movement, snd to give sympathy,
council and Judicisl assistance.

I found nco account of this committee's having done
anythinge However, Kayor ;helley cf Ksnsas City, Missouri,
sald that s colored men in Ste Louls told him thst he was in
ccrrespondence with Jenators Winduom arxdd Blaine as well es

Wme Lloyd Garriscn anac was acting under their instructions

27 Ne_ro Clippings. vol. 5-6, kay 13, 1381. Kansas State
Historlcal Society.
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as menbers of the newly formed National Emigration £1d So-
clety. HMayor Shelley sald he had no proof of this except
that the Negro was well posted and financially well fixed.28

On April, 1880 Henry King, then postmaster at Topeka,
wrote to Scribners kagagzine:

There are at this writing 15,000 to 20,000 colored

people in Kensss who have settled dur ng the last 12

months. JZhirty percent of them from i ississippl, 20

percent from Texas, 15 percent from Tennessee, 10 per-

cent from Loulsiana, & percent each from Alabama, and

Georgla, snd the remainder from other southern

tates.

These exodusters were thrust upon the churities of the
provident until the communities that welcomed them to a tem~
porary hospitality were compelled, as & measure of selfs
protection, to as no more to come. The offlicers at Leaven-
worth refused tc let boats land, and the Mayor even paid the
captain of the stesmer, Joe Kinney. £250 to taie them further
northe The city of Atchison passed an ordinance agsinst the
importation of psupers. At Wyandotte a public meeting of
protest was called and resolutions were presented, though
not passed, declaring that the citizens would forcibly pre-
vent the landing of more boats. At Topeka some one maede an
attack on the 'barracks' built tc house the incoming imai-~
grants. The acting iayor of #ichita, #. Wiezand, sent a
telegram to the Freedmen's Buresu, Topeka, July 16, 1879,

saying, "Our ocity will prohibit the introduction of any more

8
Kansas City Times, April 17, 1879.
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exodus by quarantine. Shall return all who came's In Inde-
pendence, accurding to the following letter, there was trouble

concerning Negroes attending school.29

Independence Kansas Iliontgomery
County Septe. 27, 1880

Governor Ste John the Governor of tne Statee

We the collored citizens of independence Resol to inform you
that whereas the school in which our children belong they
hive prepared a Roam separated for the collored children

on the account of the collor and we carried our children to
the school in which they belong ani they was turn sway on
the account of they collor and we withheld cur children

from going from school to school on the accocunt of collor
{(7) or (8) hundred yards out of the way and applied to you
about it

Witness
Please give us Louis Esters Be Shaw
your views and Alexander Haris thomas Wood
your protection Judge Smith De Andrews
Ee Z. Robert Britt Draper
Elder Esters Se Tillman

The chaotic nature of the Negro Exodus was dae to its
spcntaneous character and the fact that it was without ore
der, system, or controle It resembled a wild stampede of an
ignorant, indigent, undisciplined mass without leadership or
intelligent direction of any sorte. The objection raised in
Kansas to the multitude coming from the South was not that
they were black or humble, but that such a large portion of

Elder Estes and Committes Letter to Governor John Pe Ste
John, Archives Division Kansas State Historical Society.



them were destitute and helpless and immediately upon arrival

e ax® a charge upon the people.
DISTRIBUTION OF IMMIGRARTS

The Kansas Freedmen' Relief fssoclation took charge of
distributing the immigrants, as eight to ten thousand were
regeived in Topeka. Many others fo.nd places to settle for
themselves,

The first scheme tried was that of colonigzation. The
Assoclation made a payment on 1,280 acres of University land
50 miles west of Topeka. It was called the liabaunsee Colony
and was divided aemong 31 families who had a little meens.
They were allowed 19 years to pay for thc¢ land, Barracks,
which were divided intoc femily rooms and five common kitchens
were bullt by the Assoclation. They also furnished rations,
teans, and implements. Isalch Montgamery, a Hegro who had
become wealthy by large land possessions in Mississippi given
him by Joe Devis, purchased one section of land (640 4.)
heree. Quite a number of his laborers had come to Kansas with
other Mississippl immigrants soc he located nine of these
families here first. 1Isalah Hontgomery returned to Hurricene
ilississippi, where he wrote Governor sSte John the following

3

letter.>? By December 31, 1880 this colony was reported as

self-sustaining.

© Isaiah Montgomery Letter to Governor Ste John. Archives
Division Kansas State Historical So iety.
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Uffice of
KHontgomery & Sons

Desler in
Plentation Supplles

Hurricane, Miss. Xay o, 1879

To His Ixcellency Gove. John P. Ste. John
Topeka, Kmsas

Desr Sir

I arrived home ssfely last sunday and take advantaze of
the first avallable time since then to write youe I will
first spesk in explanstion of some of my actions which probably
appear inconsistent with the principles avowed to youe onm
the 5th arch last up to the lat of April sase twenty familles
numbering about seventy head of Refugees left this place for
Kansass. On account of &xposure and mismanagement they fared
bedly, especially on the way froa St. Louis to Wyandotte
they contracted from : the water of the Mo
River end pneumoniaz froum the sudden chan;es lnclident tc a
long deck trip they must all conceatrated at iyandotte and
while there through cne cof thelr number m Nerv s frequently
advised me of their destitute and suffering condition and
finally asked that some arrangement be masde four thelr return
homee Jur firm immedlately placed the necessary funds in te
Louls, Moe and I wrote Nervis glving the proper explanation
to make the money available at the same tine atating that I
would come up if telegraphed foure. 1In answer came the en=
closed telegrem worded as follows (Kansas City, Ho. 2/79
fec'd Vicksburg Apr 22nd/ 879 to Dr. Bowman, Tell Montgome
ery toc meet me at Ste. Louls with people that left vavis Bend
Wm Neras (should be Hervis) on receipt of this dlspatch I
im.ediately left for st. Louls arriving there I loarned the
people were still in EKansas City or wyandotte and concluded
to go on up there where I met them. found many slck and them
all in bad condition generally some eight or ten had died of
the rest some wore living in improvised board suantles, some
in Box cars that happened to be left near the Elevator many
were caapling on the River Bank. they wers appsarently overw
Joyed to meet meoe 1 spent about & day smong them rellieving
their necessities as far as practicablc I also informed
them that any wishing to return home could do so by having
themnselves and baggage ready to board the first steambobt
bouni for St. Louis, I then turned my face westward with
the view of investlizating Kansas ani generally the condie
tion of the immigrants, end the probable success of the
Exodus. the Gentleman ire. Cohn (who caslled c¢n you) had no
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connexc n with me, but having besn pointed cut to him on
one of the packets so e time ago he recougnized me on the ReDe
St L & RR and introduced himself learned my intended route
and councluded to travel the saue way in quest of laborers to
bring back to his farm. t Lawrence, Kse I met some of the
best men that had l¢ £t our place, they were anxious to lo=
cate on Land and on thelr sccount I first conceived the idesa
of locsting & tract of several thousand ecres withh people
from the same neighborhood. On my arrival at Topeka I
vecarie familiar withh the manage:ient and disposition made of
the colored Imigrants which led me to suggest the plan
finally adcpted by your associaetion  You are familisr with
the sequel. A8 a principle I favored of the
colored people but doubted its success and practicability
until after I had thoroughly investligated Kansas and 1its
people and became acqueinted with the high principle which
actuate them in their endeavors tc provide for the poor
downtrodden hcomeless wanderers. 1 was snything but favore
ably impressed with the [irst view at Wyandotte and

thought I was doing humane service in providing transporta-
tion for those who wished to returnt iy intention was to
have half the section I purchased broken for fall whe t but
I could not find any Oxen suitable for that purpose during
the limited ti e I had to look, and upon consultation with
my Brother we have determined thst we cannot dc @ ything
toward breaking thls summer because we have all that we can
do t¢ handle our cotton crop, the price blds fair to be
renumerativ sand we are anxlous to make & large crope I
don't know how we . have succeeded without the returned
imigrantionists, they were very glad to get back, and give
your country s harl nzme in msny instances ~ which plecases
the whites but the blacks tc the contrary  the lstter still
cherish fond hopes of reachin; the promised Land of Xansas
and I believe will cuntinue to go as opportunities arise

but under better ls adership and more prudent msnagement.

I az with questions in regasrds to your country by
all colors and classes it is necessary tv be prudent in
answering I speak freer tc the whites than to the blacks
because there is considersble excitement on the subject
among the latter already and any flattering remariks I

should make would spread like wings of the morning the
former dov not relish my assertion that you have a fine
country {(despite the scarcity of wood) anu that colored
people can live there and better their condition if they
knew how to proceeds they are pleased at my cpinion that
you people do not understand the management cof colored
pecple and that your present policy 1s inadequate to
accomodate a wholesale exodus.
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Of co rse they are nct informed of the ohange you huave made
or oontemplate making in the distribution of colored refusgees.
I hope the Assoclation has provided for the fanilies I
reccmnended and got them on their lands. I shall watch thelr
progress with much interest in fact more depends on their
success than you are probably aware of. I told them they
could write their friends here freecly as toc their progress

a2 d prosperity but not to indicate that I tock any interest
in situating them. I shall send suie china, free seeds,

and field hces in few days or as scvon &8 I iearn that they
are at tiue pluaces I h ve been looking for a
letter fromn them or Gen % llard Davis (who represents me in
tne purchese) explaining if matters were progressing favore
ably or otherwise., this letter has already gruwn too lengthy
and I fear I may take your patience to peruse i1te. please
address an snswer (as early as cunvenient) with no mark on
the envelope to dencte that it comes from the Capital or any
officisles Note tiiat I address you without prefixing title

in order that the letter msy not attract undue attentione
Nothing is too hard to suspicion of thls country where it

has been the custom for a century cr more to ransack the
mails to prevent the circulation of doocuments breathing

the spirit of freedome. Hoping to hear soon of the favore
able progress cof the ireedmen R Association also of your
continued ;;:00d heslth. I am with best regards

Very respectfully
Your Obd Servt.
Isaiah Te Montgomery

P.

One of the rirst things I learned on reachin:: Home was
that our country school which usually runs {ive months had been
suddenly reduced to four months wi thout previous notice to
the Teachers or Trustees. I consider this a bad step in view
on the heels of tne late procmises. GColored pecple being
almost wholy the ones interested in country schocls but we are
dumb having no orgzn we omnot complaein to an enlightened
public, who consider free educsation one of the bulwarks of
libertye I find tiiat there will be no trouble in finding
purchesers (who are able to pay) for the section I requested
reserved. My brother 1s of the c¢pinion that we will tske
moIXreoe.e

Very respectfully

TeTele



In Topeka, through the kindness of ¥re. Charles Curtis,
temporary barracks were being constructed on the land near
the river in the north part cf tcocwn. The citizens in the
first ward protested sc the work was suspended. In the
meantime a lot was secured cutslde the city limits for bar-
recks. Some one threw thie lumber in the river. Other lum-
ber was procured snd Judge Dawscn had the bullding completed.
Some people said that putting the barracks on the north side
was a plece of spite work.31 By 1880, "Tennessee Town" was
established west of the city limits by 5CO0 excdusters.

Othier Negroes were settled in two colonles, "Mudtown" and
"Redmonville™ in north Topeksa.

Coffey county grappled with the excdus problem in & way
which tested the refugees' adaptetion to Kansss soile One
hundred fifty "excvdites™ from Texass arrived at Burlington
bringing with them 30 head of oxen, 18 or 20 wagons, seversl
teans of horses, snd household goodse They wanted land, but
they had very little money after paying thelr fare and
freight chsrges. A number of the citizens made arrange-
ments to put them on achool land, consisting of 1,000 acres
on the west line of the county and gave them & chence to

demonstrste their ability to hew out their fortunes in their

own particular waye They required scme help the first year

31
The Commonweglthe. ‘pril 3, 1880
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so were assisted by the people in vsrious ways.

Labette county received the full shock of the exodus in
Octover and November of 1879 with the arrival of people from
Texas. Chetopa, Uswego, and Parsons werse about overrun with
them« The number who ¢sme to Parsons was estimated at be~
tween 1,500 and 2,500. Generally speaking, they were a better
type than those who came up the river. iisny of them came in
their own wagons and brought their own household furniture;
others came by way of the HMissourl, Kansas and Texas Halle
road. everal of them purchased houses, others built for
themselves. They continued t¢ arrive throughout the remaine
der of the yeare. The allecolored sections where they lived
in Parsons were called “"Scuffletown" and "Mudtown". Until
January 17, 1880, Negro immigrants continued to arrive in
great numbers in Lebette County on the Missouri, Kansss and
Texas Rellroad and by trzins acrcss the Indian Territorye.
Some lived in tents and 1n wagcens in the woodse

Winfield, in Cowley county, got her guota of these
refugees who wers seeking homes in Kansas., It was a common
sight during 1879 tc see dilapidated mules or horses hitched
to crazy looking vehicles of all kinds anc makes wandering
pathetically along the highwsys and through the town. One
evening there appeared upon the streets of Winfield quite a
colony of these folk who were led by & remasrkable singer

mounted upon an empty box. His wonderful voice and songs



attracted great crowds who contributed liberally to their
ca 88, The pathos of his voice and story in scng inspired a
local writer to contribute this to his memory:

The Refugee

Dis ocle grey head, dese crippled Jjint
Are looking for s grave

Sum whereon dis earth's bosom dat
has never nursed a slave

But fore I cross dese hands and feet my
story It'll impart

For it you wont protect dis head, you did
once trust dis heart.

Chorus
wait a 1little longer still -~
De clouds are sure to rise=--

De Lord is boun' to "show his hand”
To dis chlle !'fore he dies.

A colored colony wses settled 30 mlles northwest of
Kinsley or 25 miles north of Dodge City on the Atchison,
Topeka and Sants Fe Rallroasd at Hodgemsen Center. This ocolo-
ny was formed near Lexington an Harrodsburg, Kentucky. Its
location was selected by a committee of their own number whioh
was sent out for that purpose. The ococlony, 107 in number,
arrived at Hodgeman Center iarch 24, 1878, ami immediately

comienced thelir settlemente 2bout 50 more came later.
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Their houses were chiefly ¥ cddies and dugouts, with only
one stune house armi two frame houses. Soon all of these
settlers had ss much as 20 acres in cultivaticn. Since they
were on the extreme frontier of settlement, some had to go to
the reilrosd towns, 50 miles or more away, for work. During
the wheat harvest they made from 756 cents to $1 50 a day.
These people esteblished a town when they first errived
and na ed it Mortun Clty, after Uliver P iortun. They put
up a commodious frame bullding for a store and built s hslf
dczen sod houses and dugouts on the low site  They were un=
able to cumply with the town site law, so abandoned Mortun
City to the Stste Sehool Commissioners, who selected the town
site for sochool lande A number of mechsnics and business
men belonged toc this colony. Thumas P. koOrs and bBerry 4.
iloore wers osrpenters sznd did well in contracting aend
bulldin:, and accumulated much propertye They later carried
on & bathing and laundry establisiment. The Hoores were
grandsons of Honorable Thomas Pa Moor:-'hu was s (ongressman
during Henry Clay's time, 1823-1828. Robert Johnson had a
livery steble which acoormmodated 40 horses. He made, on the
average, $150 a month and owned property valued at %?;1,200.52
The Little Coney Colony located in Chautauqus County in
1881 consisted of about 66 familles. The Kansas Freedmen's
Rellef Association assisted them in procuring the necessities

of 1life. This Colony brought to a oclose the great migration

and eolony organiszation period.

32 The Commonweslth. April 3, 1880.
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Prior to 1879 and 1880 colonies of Negrves had lmmi-
grated tc Kensas and formed settlements. Some of the Exo-
dusters were acoommodated in these colonies at Singleton,
Nicodemus, and Dunlape

In 1865 Benjamin “Pep” Singleton, s mulatto who escsaped
from slavery into Canada, returned to Tennessee as poor as
when he had left, except that he was a f{ree man, and entered
upon what he called his "miasion”. He made & trip to Kansas
in 1873 as president c¢{ the Tennessee Renl Estate snd Homee~
stead Assoclation, which he had organized, and was so well
pleased that he went back to Tennessee and gathered up 200
or 300 peopls whom he brought out and locsted in Cherokee
county, not far from Baxter Springse 7The settlement was
called Singleton Colony. Those who came n 1873 dld well,

It was the success of this colony which drew the attention
of the railroads to the Negroes as & possible source of
revenue, asnd they begen their extravagant campaign of advere
tising free lands in Kansas and of reducing the rates to
these lands.

Singleton was assisted by the Tennessee newspapers which
published his notices and addressese. Every year he brought =a
group of Negrces to Kansas. He asscciated with himself in
this work Columbus Johnson who remained in Topeka znd re=-
ceived the newly arrived Negroes and oonducted thsm to their
location, and by A« De De Franz who organized the parties in

Tennessee. uingleton traveled back and forth conducting the



colonists to Kansas.

The news of the successful Cherokee County Colony
stimulasted interest in Negro immigration which resulted in
the orgenization of the colored pecple of Lexington, Kentucky
in the summer of 1877 for the purpose of founding a colony on
Government land in Kensas. The membership fee was $5 whioch
entitled one tc any vacant lot on the town sitee The colon~
ists located in Graham County on the south fork of the
Solomon river. They called their settlement Nicodemus, not
for the Eiblical character, but for the legendary Nicodemus
who came to /‘mericas on a slave ship and purchesed his libertye.
Of him the plantation Negrces in the South sang:

Nicodemus was a slave of /frican birth,

And was bought for a bag of gold

He was reckoned as a part of the salt of the earth,
And he dled years ago, very olde.

Niccdemus was a prophet at heart he was wise

For he told of the battles to comej

Now he trembled with fear when he rolled up his eyes
And he heeded the shake of his thumb.

As many of the colonists had served in the Union Armyss,
they took soldier claimse. There were five principal additions
to the settlement, the groups varying frum 25 to 350. One
group was made up of Baptists led by Elder 3. K. Lee of
Georgetown, Kentuckys one group was from Clarksville,

Tennessee, another led by their pastor from lississippli. By
1879, the population was 700 scattered over an area 12 miles

State Census, Kansas 1885, Graham Countye
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long and six miles wide on the extreme fruentier. The people
suffered severcly tie first winter and were forced to depend
on charity. They received little ald from the white settlers
of the county, who resented them sc bitterly tuhat Hill, who
hed helped Singletcn, was blsmed for bringing them in and
was furced to flee. (Later Hill City was na ed after him).
¥en walked 30 miles to Ellis to get work; some got work on
the railrcadsj others made a living gathering and selling
horses. In April 1879, with not a dogen teams to 100
fanilies, at a public meeting 1t was decided that no more
charity was wented and that the colony was self=supporting.
At this t1 e there were 25 houses two churches, a idetho=-
dist and a Buptist, in the town = all crude dugouts. It was
decided in the organigation of Nicodemus that no saloons
would be permitted on t e colony lands.

Singleton's second large colony was located in Morris
county, 16 from Emporia, at the town of Dunlsp, kay
18, 1878, Two hundred Negro fsmilies took up land in the
Neosho Valley in The Kaw Heservation. They bought 7,500
acres of Government lsnd at $l.256 an acre, one=sixth in
cash, the remainder to be paid in six years with six percent
intercste

This settlement was on the klissouri, Kansas, and Texas
Rallroasd and was surrounded by fertile prairie with plenty
of water, wood, and bullding stonee. Every colonist at Dunlap

was required t own property, no renting was permitted. The



first crop was a disappointment but succeeding years brought
prosperitye
Dunlap was sslected as en educational center fur the
colored people of Kanmas. The Freedmen's Ald Assoclation of
Dunlap maintesined a Literary and Business Academy and there
were two primery schools in the coleonye The Presbyterian
Church sent Reve John ie Snodgress as missionary to these
people, and the Friends maintained an Industrial School.
The town had two churches.
Singleton's circulars concerning this Colony were
headlineds
Ho
For
Dunlap Colony
Morris County, Kansas
The most prosperous colony in the state
7,500 acres of

Government lend yet remsina to be 86tt16d34

54 Benjsmin Singleton's 3crapbook. 1878. “Negro Exodus”.
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EXPLANATIOR OF PLATE I

Colonies and areas of cities in Ksnsas where "Exodusters"” settled in 1879-1880

I Singleton's Colony = Cherokee 1873 - “Negro Hill"
Graham 1877 - *demus”

Il Niccdemus Colony =

III Hodgeman Centre - Hodgeman 1877
IV Morton City - Hodgeman 1878
V Dunlsap - lorris 1878

("Mississippi town' or
VI Kensae City - Wyandotte 1879-1880 ("Juniper Bottoms'
{ "Rattlebone Hollow'®
gy
VII Parsons - Latette 1879 ("Scuffletown’
{ “dudtown”
Viil Wabaunsee Colony - ¥Wabaunsee 1879
("Tennessestown”
IX Topeka - Shawnee 1880 { "Redmonville™
{ "Hudtown”
X bBurlington - Coffey 1880
XI Little Coney - Chautaugua 1881
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PLATE I




Kansas more than doubled its Negro population during
this time. All counties, where there were Negro colonles,
increased hesvily in numbers by 1880, The Hegro population
in Shawnee county asnd Wyandotte county, only show 1increases
in 1930, Fifty yesrs after settlement the other counties
had decreased in colored population.35

The reed en's Rellef issoclation scattered the immie
grants in every directlion according tc the demands for em-
ployment. The success of the work 1s anply attested by the
Census of 1880 which shows that the newocmers were widely
distributed. i#hile Topeka recelved perhaps 10,000 immigrants,
the census shows & gain of only 3,176 and 4,627 in Shawnee
county. At son, %Wyandotte, and Bourbon counties slightly
more than doubled their olored populations. Considerable
numbers were shipped tov counties containing Negro colunies =
Cherokee, Greham, Hodgeman, Lyon, lorris, and Wabannsee.ss

The final dlssolution of the Kansas Freedmen's Rellef
Assoclatlon was on April 15, 1881. John i bBrown was gen=-

eral superintendent.

5 See Table 2, page 60.
United States Census, 1880. Populstion in the United States.
1880, p. 580-391 (Table 5, counties); p. 4 ( , cities).
(See pages 61 and 62)
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Table 3+ Kensas cities showing heaviest gains in Negro
population durlng the exodus.

Negro population

City H 1870 H 1880 : Gain
Atchison 840 2787 1947
Fort Scott 460 1086 626
Lawrence 1412 1996 584
Ottaws 262 475 213
Paraons 678 678
Leavenworth 3023 3263 270
E porias 106 546 441
Wichitsa 172 172
Topeka 473 5648 3176
Wyandotte 737 2095 13568

7,312 16,776 9,464
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Teble 4. Kansas eounties showing heaviest geins in
Negro population.

Negrc population

County H 1870 H 1880 H Gain
Atchison 1136 3410 2274
Barton 296 296
Bourdon 770 1716 946
Cherokee 134 1361 1727
Coffey 156 433 277
Cowley 221 221
Douglass 25562 3217 865
Franklin 564 2923 559
Greham 4387 487
Holige:nan 12¢ 129
Johnson 438 899 481
Labettse 94 2179 2085
Leavenworth 4284 4970 686
Lyon 126 1027 201
Marshall 8 231 223
Mifani 4606 868 402
Montgonmery 65 684 619
Morris 72 532 460
Neosho 45 374 329
C age 118 671 4583
Riley 70 324 264
Saline 6 280 274
Sedgwick 9 268 259
Shawnee 729 8366 4627
Wabsunsee 85 646 561
Wyandotte 2120 4576 2456

13,647 36,478 22,831
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CONCLUSIONS

About 60,000 Negroes ea & to Kansas during the Excdus
of 1879 end 1880, nearly 40,000 of whom were in destlitute
condition. About 30,000 settled in the country, sone on
rented land, and others on fars ss laborers, leaving
about 25,000 in clities, where, on account of crowded

and the hard westher, most of them greatly sufl=

fered and many died. Upon finding employment, howsver, most
of them did well snd besame self-supporiting within one year
after thelir arrivals. This wes especiaslly true of those in
Topska, Persons, and Kansas Citye

When Tennessee Town was sebttled, 1t wuis west of the city
limitas but the town has grown around it until now it is
almost in the center of Topeka's west side« n this district
live 2, W00 Negrces, most of whom are descendants of the
Tenne who ceme with the Exodus. Four churches, of
which Shiloh Baptist las the largest, and one elementary
achool, the Buchansn School, serve the community. Two gro-
cery stores and several lunch counters and soft drink stands
conducted by Negrues are grouped around this center, while
the oldest Negro establishment, Gaines snd 5 Funeral Home,
is looated on Buchanan Streect. 3ome diseppointment has been
expressed that the "darkies” do not sell their places snd move

on, but they do not seem inclined to do 80427

37 F. Giles, Thirty Yesrs in Topeka, 1886. pe 370.



Two modern colonies have evolved out of Hedmonville
Colony, namsly, "sSandtown” end "Jordantown". Sandtown is
8o called bocause 1t 1s on 8 ndy land extending from North
Topeka Avemue along the river banke. XNuch of the old
Southern lore, folkways, and traditiocns are preserved in
this ares. Jordantown is less populcus and is east of Kansas
Avenue in North Topeka. i#hiltes, Negroes, an iexicans mingle
in this section. *HMudtown" in South Topeka, the most densely
populated of the Negro sections, has s population of more
than 5,000. It tzkes its name from the muddy condition of
the creek banks where the settlement was made.

"Mississippi Town", whers many of the xcdusters were
settled in Kansas City, Kansas, went out of existence in
1924 when it was condemned as an unsightly nuisance, and
that psert of the levee was transformed into Woods ieather
Industrial District. "Rattlebone Hollow" is still extant
although HNegroes sre not confined to that area. They have
spread virtually ell over the entire city forming 2 aube
stantlisal civic groupe Regro institutions ineclude z Univer=
sity in Quindaro, a hospital, snd the only Negro high school
in the state (summer). There are many churches, four of
which grew out of the Close Comrmnion Baptist Church founded
by Curtlis Pollard, who came with the Exodusters. These
churches are: King Solomon, Hount Zion, Pleasant Green, ard

Stranger's Reste.



Burlington has only three Kegro familles, seven people
in ell.

Nicodemus, the only surviving Negro cclony outside the
clties, was boomed 1n its early days as a “Negro Paradise”,
Now chfldren play in the dusty streets before wooden or stone
huts that contain but bare necessities « often wooden chairs
and a table, a stove, and an iron bed. A tavern 1s the sole
business plasce. Only churches have electric lights and the
nearest telephones are st Bogue, 3ix mlles awsy. The
residents are employed by Hegro farmers of Uraham County, snd
they go to Ltockton or Hill City for supplies. The Nicodemus
school houss, near the southwest edge of town, a one=room
freme structure palinted white, was built in 1882 and ia
still in uss. An annusl celebraticn is held at Sorigg's Grove
on August Fourth when Negroes from all parts of the state as
woll &8s visitoras from and Missouri join in a barbecue
anc: watemelon feast under tkhe cottonwoods. quare dances for
the older resldents are varied with modern steps for the
younger sete Although moat of the colonists have had to begin
work at en esrly age, some have been graduated from college
and a few have held county offices. Probably the most notable
of these was E. Pe LoCabe®S, State suditor 1885#1889, who
later became a territorial officlal in Oklahomas From & popu-
lation of 500 in 1880, the town had declined to less than 200
by 1910.

See Appendix.
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The fundamental causes of the Negro Exodus f{rom the
"Egypt" of the southern states tc the Kansas "Canaan" lay
in the disturbed condition in the 3South ~ social, economic,
and politicale This would inclwie:

le Credit and Crop lien systen.

2. "Forty acres and a mule delusion®.

Se Freedmen's Bank fallure.

4. Discouragement of the race from educationsal
disappointments.

S« Fall of the Republican psarty in the South.

6e Genersal reastlecssnesse

7. Clrculars sent out by Singleton and others.

8. Speculators in western lends, agents for rallroads,
end steamboat ¢ompanies who were anxious for
passenger traffic.

The movenent produced great consternation smong the
planters of the Mississippi Valley who felt they would not be
able to cultivate thelr brcad acres unless the migration was
speedlly ohecked. Nelther the calling of conventions in the
South nor opposition from leading men like Fred Dougluss,

Pe Se Plnchback, and Blanche K. ruce had any effect.

The migrents journeyed by riverboat, a few by rallrosd,
soine by wagons, and a great number walkede. /lthough relief
boards were organized all over Kansas, the exodus was not well
supported even by the Negroes because the refugees were des~-
titute This was unfortunate, but it must be remexabered that
it has been the poor and oppressed in zll countries who have



emigrated. One never emigrates unless he seeks to improve his
condition, to relleve himself and femily of want, and to
escape oppressicn and abuse,

The Halls of Conzress rang with denunciations of the
southern Egyptlians whose¢ hard hearts compelled the freedmen
to leave the lsnd of their birth for the new Northern Canaan
but

it could not glve one dollar for the benefit of

the colored man who had spent two sand cne~half cen=-

turies in unpaid toll to enrlch the South, from

which he was foroed to flee empty handed und almost

nsked. Verily consistency is a jewelli®”

If the Negroes felt that they were wurds of the Repubw
lican party, they soon learned that they were wards of no-
body, the favorite of no section, and that their success
was s matter to be determined by their own efforts. The
Republicans loved him as long ss he was 1in lississippi but
in Kansas he was sn undesirable citigzen.

The larger percentsge of the present Kensas Negro popu=-
lation came from the coloniging and migration of the Southern
refugeess Thousands czme to Kanses, but the masses of Negroes
remalined in the South in & comiition not much better than thelr
former state for the planters forgot their promises as soon
as the iExodus cezsed.

Time, education, snd enforcement of the law are teach-

ing the Negro hls best place of residence whether North, East,

South, or est.

35jﬂool:ex' Te Washington, A New Hegrc for a New Centurye.
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Vol. I & II Clippings

State of Kansas
Executive Dept.
Topeka, Kansas

Jan. 16, 1880
Horatio N. Rust
Chicago, Ill.
Dear S5ir:

In answer to your letter of the 12th instant I have
the honor to state that I em of the opinion that since
last April 15,000 to 20,000 colored refugees have arrived
in Kensase. Of this number not less than 12,000 were destie
tute. Their clothing was unsuited for this climate. The
Freedman Relief Association organigzed here last spring
has through its efforts secured employment for at least
10,000 of the 20,000, This has been accompliahed by
various societies organized in various portions of the
state, some counties taking twenty familles, some fifty
and some high as one hundred and extending to them the
opportunity of earningz their own living The association
has established a small colony in Wabaunsee county, about
fifty miles west of here. This colony, taking everything
into consideration is getting along well, and I think, after
say, July next, will be entirely self-supporting.

Barracks have been built near the city of Topeka that

furnish reasonably comfortable quarters for about two

3



hundred persons but during the past six weeks the number
crowded into these barracks would averapge perhaps four
hundred persons while some have lived in tents with very
scanty bed clothing and but 1little fuels The result has
been that the feet of guite a large number were frozen dure
ing cold weather about the time of holidayse. These poor
unfortunate creatures never murmure. They come to us as
friends fleeing from their enemies, All unite in sube
stantially the same story of cruelty, outrage and wrong
heaped upon them by their oppressors in the South, the
detalls of which I shall not undertake to relste to you
nowe Suffice it to say that during the past few years,
they have been subjected to a worse condition of things
than ever existed in the South beforej the treatment ex-
tended to them being a disgrace to the civilization in
which we live.

The Rellef Assoclation is now needing timber to
build additional barracks and to finish houses that are
already partly constructed by the Freedmen The average
nurber being fed by the assoclation now is perhaps three
hundred, this as you are svare, costs money. In order
to secure homes and an opportunity for these people to
earn their own living, they are distributed in almost every
direction, the greater portion of their different local-
ities through Kansas, wherever locations cen be secured

for them, while a few are sent to Iowa and Nebraska.



In making this distribution it becomes necessary to pay
rallrcad feres which sre s great deal of money hence you
wlll see that money & necesssrily required to carry on
this work.

I have no means right at hand stating to you the
exact sum that has been expended by the Relief Associntione

I'm inclined to the opinion, however, that it will
not vary far from $20,000 during the last 8 or 9 months.
At times the sssociation hes been almost destitute of
funds, in fact I believe at one time, about ten days ago
there was only 10¢ left in the tressury; but e were not
disappointed., Just now, owing to the large numbers that
are comling in every week and the corresponding large
expenditures, there 1z but 1little money in the treasury,
yet we have faith that 1t wlll come es 1t 1s needed.

Having in mind solely that whieh is for the best
interest of these poor people, you will pardon me 1f I
suggest to you, and through you to the philanthropic
friends in your eity, that in my opinicn, the great state
of Illinois that furnished to this country A, Lincoln
who issued the Proclamation that set these people free,
and Grant at the head of the great army that enforced
1t, could do no greater honor to herself and her martyred
herces than to open wide h r doors to the unfortunate
refugees and furnish homes for 50,000 of them where they
could earn thelir 1livingj3 instead of sending supplles to



them to a state that 1s already overcrowded with them
to such an extent as to render it almost impossible to
secure labor for them, so that they maey be selfe-supporting.
I beg of you not to understand me ss intimating that
Kensas in any sense 1s complaining. Our people know what
1t 1s to struggle for freedom. They lktnow 1its cost snd we
shall never turn our backs upon sny laweablding humen
being who iz willing to put forth an earnest effort to
make an honest livinzg I only make these supggestions to
the people of your state for the benefit of the colored
people, as you are of course aware that Xenses being yet
in her infency can abszorb only a limlited number of this
unfortunate race who dapend upon their labor f{or supporte.
Whenever the labor maritet is overslacked, of course means
of thelr support is cut short, and they are thrown back
upon the charities of the people., We have here today as
many as can secure employment, yet they have at times come
to Kansas at the rate of at least 250 a week. They seem
to think that this 1s the promised land. Of course it 1s
difficult to tell heat will be the result; but one thing
may rest sssured, that, helping us, we shall ever
work earnestly and faithfully to do our whole duty. The
refugees from the South would gladly go to Illinois if
they could be made to feel that your people were not gpposed
to their cominge.



Oh, for a Iincoln or a governor to step to the front
in your grand state snd speak out boldly upon these quese
tions, and arouse your people to a realizatiomn of the
magnitude and importance of this movement on the part of
the blecks I nssume thet the present year will bring
at least 100,000 of them northward. They mmst find a
landing place somevhere, The movement will teat the
boasted love of liberty in the North. It will try the
epinal column of politiclansj it will sepsrate the doubte
ing Thomas from the brave Joshuasj 1t will ask the queation
whethor any class of human beings are to have thelr
liberties crushed out, in any portion of the countrye.

Kansaes has never done anything to encourage the
colored people to leave the South. We have simply, in
dealing with this gquestion, done as we believed God would
have us do. It iz not a2 political guestion in which 1is
envolved human liberty snd the people of the North through
whose bravery and devotion to liberty the colored people
were set free, should not forget that these same colored
people have always been true and loyal to our government,
that they were the friends of our soldiers in the darkest
days of the rebellion, and now, in their hour of distress
we should stand by them in every leudable effort that they
shall make to accomplish a second, snd I hope their finsal
emancipation. They do not come North because they prefer

the Horthern to the Southern states dut they are compelled



to come, for the reason that they no longer feel secure

in either 1life or property; or sny ressonable degree of
libertys The white people of the South could put & stop
to this exodus at once by slmply extending to the blacks
the same protection to 1life and property and equsl rights
before the law that the whites enjoy. But until these
rights and privileges sare gusrenteed and enjoyed by the
blacks, the exodus will continue, the refugees alleging
that they would rather perish in their efforts to secure
a lodgement in the North than to longsr remsin and suffer
as they have heretofore in the South.

When the people of your stete desire to itnow just
what these poor pecple are in need of, they will find no
difficulty in arriving et an answer, by thinking for a
moment just what white people would reguire who are des=
titute of food, thinly clad, in & eold climste end without
money, are among strangers,

I have not had time to go to the Headquarters of the
Relief Assoclation and get from the Secretary of the
Assoclation & statement of the receipts and expendltures,
but I can assure you the Secretary will rladly furnish you
such a statement, 1f you desire it.

The business of the associstion 1s managed with &
view of the strictest economy the greater portion of the
labor being performed, without money and without price. I
feel assured that the works in the hands of true Christians
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who have no other m or object in view than to perform
what they deem to be simple duty to a very much abused
people.

I am very glad to be able to state that the refugees
who have come to Xansas are sober, industrious, and well
behaved and gladly experience the opportunity of making
their own living when it is offered,

Very truly your friend,

Jom P, 8t John

Benjamin Singleton

®"Pap"™ Singleton did not live in either of his colonies
but moved to Topeka. All his savings were spent in his
schemes snd by 1881, in his 73rd year, he was in wvant., He
proceeded to ennounce through the Topeka newspapers that
he would accept donations if sent to a certain warehouse,
presumably the Kansas reedm n's Relief Association Warew
house in North Topeka., The donations received kept him from
want for a time,

On August 15, 1881, the Negroes of St. Louis paid trie-
bute to "Pap® by celebrating his birthday at the Falr
Grounds. Two thousand musicians and singers assemtled.
Invitations to lesding orators from distant states were

sent out.
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A yeur later the Negroes at Topeka plenned a party for
Singleton. The celebration was held at Harlzell Park near the
city limits and five cents admission was charged. %Pap" at once
announced that sll who desired to assist him send donstions to
Dewdings Packing House or to Sim Wstts, corner of 4th and
Kansas Avenue.

He invited the higher government officials at %ashington
to attend his party, some of who sent polite regrets which he
had printed in the loocal newaspapers. He made out a programme
end put the Kansas notables down for speeches. They did not
come, but the party wes a success. One hunired guns were fired
at sunrise and one hundred more at sunset; "John Brown's Body"
was sung, everybody had a good time, and "Pap” was made §50
richeres The next year on his birthday a barbecue netted him
§ 74.26. He terminated a sucocessful life at Topeka in 1892
at the age of 83.‘0

Interview with Paul Jones
August, 1541

Mr Pgul Jones laft Chicago in 1880 for Ksnsas City,
¥issouri. He came to Topeka when John P. 3te John was Gover-
nors

"An auxilliary organization for Rellef for Refugees was

formed in Chicago to ooperate with the National Organigation.

20

Albion We Small, American Journal of S5ociology. July 1908«
May 1910.



I was secretary of the local groupe. : scquired a car load
of clothing and food for the refugees as well as §1,500 in
money, for which I had a certified check end s bill of lauding.

"I knew E. Pe McCabe, State suditor. I told him I had the
bill of leding snd the certified check so he introduced me to
Gove Ste Johne The Governor received tine certified check and
bill of landing which he turned over to John Brown, the lead=-
ing Negro of the citye I then returned to Chicago.

They sfterwards charged John brown with using some of the
funds received in purchase of a farm for himself,

Many of the covlcored people durin; the Exodus lccated in
Kensas City, Kensas where they could get work in the packing
houses. A number of them went tc Grsham county and acquired
lund therej with the opening of Oklshoma many went therc. Some
bought homes in Xansas City, Kansas.

¥oCabe, who ca e here to grow up with the country, was
broke and used money belonging to a seamstress in Chicsgo
whom he married later He was Indlan color with straight
black hair, was dressy and a good talker., He had fine oppor-
tunities, made plenty money, and was a high liver.

Hall, who ceme out here with him, didn't like Kansas -~ 1t
was too much like & desert for him.

McCabe moved to Nicodemus and was later elected State
fuditore. This election swelled hiz head, so he didn't psy much
attention to colored people.

I met him and his wife, who had on a § 00 fur coat, at the
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Union Station in Kensas City, kKisscurl on thelr way to Calle
fornia to spend the winter. He sald, if Harrison was elected
he would go to Washington. McCabe showed me a certified check
for $10,000; he also owned three farmse

Harrison was electedj he went to Weshington. He tried to
be a gambler and was robbed of sll his money. He then went
to Oklshcme seeking a politicel job but was unsuccessful.

When McCabe dled on & poor farm in Chicago, his body was
shipped to Topeka under s falsec name, The undertaker refused
to bury him until his wife ca e 3he admitted it was her
husband saying that she was ashemed for people to know in To=
peka. His real name was used,

Corvine Patterson located in Kansas Clty, Kansas June
1868, He was a great Republican politician and a friend of
the refugees., April 1879 he was elected constable as a
result of the work he had done during the Exodus,

He sulcide December 31, 1913.

Paul Jones was born at Culpepper, Vae At nine years
of age he went to Chicsago, Illinols, Attended Northwestern
University and received the degree of Philoscphy of Lawe.

He was admitted to th Dbar in Mte. Vernon, Illinols and
practiced in Miassourl in 1883. He lives at 1725 Fillmore,
Topeka, Kansas and was 85 yesrs old at the time of this

interview, August, 1941.



Interview with John . Edmonds
August, 1941

ceme to Kansas in 1880 from Clarksville, Tennessee.
Wie came part of the way cn the steamboat Bell of iiemphise
Those were hard times.

We left Tennessee because everyone said we could get one-
hundred sixty acres of land free and become well=to=do in
Kansas.

There were about 150 of us cn the boat Andersocn on the
Cummings River. o took the Bell of Memphis at Cairo, Illinoils
to Ste Louls where muny were robbed by Isaiah Montgomery to
whom we gave money to get from Ste. Louls to Topeka. He said the
money ran out in Kansas City.

We had rought horses an: wagons on the boat so they told
us to hitoh them and go to Topeka. The old people, wmen, and
children rode on the train. The men and boys walked from Kansas
City to Topeka.

This wae in Januarye. Taere was a little anow on the
ground, but it wasn't very cold. Ie left Kansas City Tueadsay,
and arrived in Inpeka, Saturday. There were two wagon loads
of us.

When we arrived in Topeka we went to the barracks where we
ate and slept, free. John Brown was in charge ard was very
good to us.

There were many deaths. I loat my sister who had caught
cold.



The barracks were full. iy mother, father, and five
children stayed there until spring when we moved to North
Topeka where we rented. 1 was fourteen. I was employed at the
water works, but later helped build the north and south wings
of the Capitol.

I now seventy-five years old I have been shipping
olerk for Kensas State Printing (0ffice fifty~seven years, but
will retire December 31, 1940."

Kre. John Edmonds lives at 1320 Van Buren, Topeka,

Kansas.

Letter Concerning the Ni odemus Negro Colony

Septe 6th 1957
Pittsburg, Pse.
829 Bryn Maur Rd.

¥rs. Kathryne Henri
Bogue, Kansecs

My Desr Medam

I have learned through you, that our group of peopls,
who are resident in Graham County, Xs plan to celebrate ~-
on Priday Sept. 16th, the sixtieth (60) enniversary uof the
founding of the town of Ni odemus on its present site -»
not far from the western line of Rooks County. =w—ww=

It all ocame about this way. I had arrived in Lesven=
worth thet morning in April (1878) from Chicago intending to
proceed toc Hodgeman County, Kansss where a colony of peopls had
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recently established a settlement, into which I proposed to
cast my lot and become part of it, wewee Kr., Hdward Preston
McCabe had Joined us on the colony plan but I preceded him west
several days w=w=e« but my instincts as a newspeper man prompted
me to unearth Xr. John ¥. Nlles the Colony Agent, learn from
him their {Ni odemua) story up to then and to proffer hli any
service 1 could perform then and there on securlng the custody
of the supplies, and stsrting them out to the needy people.====-

Hre. Niles w 8 80 well pleased with the assistance I had
rendered him, thast, right off the bat, he made me a propositicn
to join in with his colony, and help hl and its officlsals to
make 1t a success. I accepted this of fer both for myself ami
Mr. McCabe who arrived at Leavenworth several days later, and
ratified my acaeptance, ==www

=wwee There was soon & big blsze of ‘cow chipa' on which the
cooking was donej and right there an then Hr. McCsbe who hed
been telling everybody how hungry and fumished he was, lost his
appetite, The nearness of ‘cow chipa'! to the food was too much
for his aeathetic “city raised" stomach, and while the rest of
the party gorged ourselves he starved in silencej but h 1later
becsme an adept ‘cow chip' cook himself,

Setting out early the next morning we & the xchool moved
Just acrcss the Roocks County line, about right {(8) miles aouth
by east of the riwer crossing into "demus"', =eeeww

# 11legible
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eweees That was "Ni odemus”", I confess to feeling dis~
appointed. I had never seen a "Dug=lur"” nor a "Sode=up™ and I
hed not the least conception of how either of them loocked,==«=
I was asssigned to the home of kre. and Krs. John Scott,
and kre McCabe to the Backner'!s both of whom had homes along
the main street opposite tihe post office and Fletcher's
General = generally ocut of everything=store, wweee
From that day things began to get busy for me and for
"Dermis® and 1life is too short to tell it all in one letter ~w=~--
Regards to everybody
Abram Te Hall, Sre,

(Folder - Hall Abram T.

Wife first woman in Nicodemus)



